Archaeological Site Report SiteNo 9/2/003/0091

Site Name Pillar box, Worcester Street, Grahamstown
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Site Category: Building

SiteComments:

Archive Import History: This pillar box, as situated above, belongs to one of the earliest documented British
made post boxes, the fluted type supplied in 1857. This was one of 19 distinct types of pillar boxes supplied to
the British post office in the period, 1852 to 1859 i,e, before the first National Standard pillar box became
available in 1859. As only 5 of this fluted type are known to survive in Britain itself,this indeed a very rare piece
of postal history. The evidence which exists that 4 boxes of this type were erected in 1860 and that they were
made by Smith and Hawkes of Birmingham, is strong suggestion that both these details could apply to
Grahamstown’s ‘survivor'. It is missing the royal cipher which fell victim to republican enthusiasm after 1961.
And though still in the same position as stated above, the soil level has risen around it to nearly cover the
plinth. Visual Description: Colours: Site Features: Condition: Construction Date: Materials: Catalogue: , No: ,
Significance Category:

Damage Types:
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