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MEETING WITH WATERPOORT CHAPUDI MINE COMMITTEE 

Wednesday, 21 June 2012, 15:00-17:00 

Venue: Farm of Rudolf Otto: Secrabje 

 

SHORT MINUTE NOTES 

 

1 ATTENDANCE REGISTER 

Name Organisation 

Rudolf Otto Chairman, Waterpoort Farmers’ Association 

Willem Opperman Land Owner Advisor 

Henning Botha Land Owner, Waterpoort Farmers’ Association 

Jannie Moolman Land Owner, Waterpoort Farmers’ Association 

Bertus Otto Sr. Land Owner, Waterpoort Farmers’ Association 

Tony Burchell  Land Owner, Waterpoort Farmers’ Association 

Heno Breytenbach  Land Owner, Waterpoort Farmers’ Association 

Dave Dewsnap Land Owner, Waterpoort Farmers’ Association 

Bertus Otto Jr. Land Owner, Waterpoort Farmers’ Association 

Phile van Zyl ZZ2 

John Wallington CoAL 

Riaan van der Merwe CoAL 

Pieter Marx CoAL 

Mashudu Rumaano Rothe 

Joe Mathebula Rothe  

Vhutshilo Muthurwana Rothe 

Carien Joubert Naledi Development 

Lizinda Grobbelaar Naledi Development 

 
  



2 WELCOMING, INTRODUCTION AND OBJECTIVES 

 

 To explain the phases and background of the Greater Soutpansberg Project (GSP)  

 A participation process to discuss the matters that pose challenges with CoAL’s top management 
(John Wallington and Riaan van der Merwe) 

 

 
3 PARTICIPATION BY STAKEHOLDERS AND THE PARTICIPATION PROCESS  

 
Questions for discussion were compiled and divided into the following categories: 
 

3.1 Exploration and Prospecting Phase 

 

 Is it true that the Chapudi project is high on CoAL of Africa’s development agenda? 

 It is not clear to what extent the Makhado Project and the Chapudi Project assets are interdependent.  

 Explanation to questions: Riaan van der Merwe, CoAL 

- The project is still in its initial phase and these questions will be answered over time. Various 

specialist studies still have to be completed, but the first step is to complete the prospecting 

phase. More drilling has to take place and the proposed drilling exploration programme 

consists of about 210 drilling holes to be drilled on various farms.  

- Carien Joubert and Peter Marx will visit the farms/owners/tenants to determine whether the 

positions of the exploration drilling holes are viable or not. 

- Should CoAL find that the project is not viable, they are then willing to assist the area in 

putting an end to further prospecting in the area. 

 

3.1.1 Water 

3.2 Water and baseline investigations  

 How are they going to address the problem of sweet and saline water and limit this in the drilling 

process? 

 What will CoAL do to protect the underground water resources? 

 To what extent is CoAL willing to monitor the water and pollution impacts on the affected 

environment? 

 The Waterpoort Farmers’ Association also wanted to know where the water will be tested so that 

they could submit independent tests. 

 Explain our water rights and where your water will come from? 

 Explanation to questions: Riaan van der Merwe, CoAL 

- Certain procedures are in place that have been approved by independent geologists for the 

drilling in Waterpoort and Bergwater.  

- The procedure will also be applicable in the greater Soutpansberg area where saline water has 

been identified.  



- A proper study will be conducted on the existing drilling holes and groundwater sources 

before drilling simply commences. These reports will be made available to Land Owners. 

- The Waterpoort Farmers’ Association will be provided with the address of the nearest 

approved water laboratory. 

 

3.2.1 Environmental Impacts and Monitoring 

 

 To what extent is CoAL of Africa willing to monitor environmental, water and pollution impacts? 

 Explanation to question: Riaan van der Merwe, CoAL 

- Continuous monitoring will take place; an Environmental Monitoring Committee could be 

constituted from the ranks of Land Owners to carry out this task with CoAL. Currently there is 

a similar monitoring group at Vele doing the monitoring. 

 

3.2.2 Socioeconomic: Impacts on Agriculture 

 What will CoAL of Africa do to secure the farming activities that form part of South Africa’s winter 

food basket? 

 Explanation to question: Riaan van der Merwe, CoAL 

- The economic impact studies will already commence in this year (late 2012) and clear 

recommendations will then be made.  

 

3.2.3 Socioeconomic: Market value of the farms in and around the possible mining area 

 Market value of farms and the proposals of the Committee 

- CoAL’s intentions are noble at present, but all could change regarding the current market 

value of the farms. Should the water become polluted, the value of the properties would be 

affected. 

- Even though some farmers are not directly affected, the market value of the land around the 

mine is affected and nobody would want to buy the properties in future. 

- The value of the land in and around the proposed mining area should be determined by an 

independent valuator.  

- The proposed committee should reach a compromise with CoAL regarding escalation, should 

the farm(s) become so polluted in 20 years that the farm owner(s) has to be compensated 

according to the valuation that was submitted as the baseline value during the exploration 

phase.  

- The proposed committee should ensure that an escalation clause be added to the baseline 

valuation in order to protect the value of farms.  

- CoAL should then establish a trust to pay out the changed values, should the value drop to 

below the baseline value which was determined at a specific date during the exploration 

phase. 

- This will then become the mitigating clause to safeguard the value of the land in the area 

which should be documented during the environmental impact study and the socioeconomic 



studies, which would form part of the final decision of the authorities should the mine be 

approved. 

- The trust, as mentioned above, should provide guarantees in case CoAL ceases to exist. These 

guarantees should be from an institution such as, for example, the United Nations/Chamber 

of Mines and not political, for example a government SOC. 

- The character of the bushveld and its aesthetic value should also be taken into consideration 

during the valuation process. 

- This will therefore become the norm of the mitigating clause in order to safeguard the value 

of land in the area. 

- The groundwater could possibly be affected. How will CoAL protect this? The farmers are 

willing to do monitoring/take samples on farms at their own cost. Contact details of persons 

who would be able to do this for them are available at the Farmers’ Association, but CoAL 

would also have to do monitoring and give regular feedback. 

 Explanation to questions: John Wallington, CoAL 

- The undertaking is that definite attempts will be made to get back to the Committee with a 

clear answer.  

- His suggestion was that a trust could indeed be established from which the impacted Land 

Owners could benefit by obtaining a possible percentage of shares in the proposed mine. 

- This matter in itself would be a full day’s discussion in order to reach final implementation. 

- Another follow-up meeting would be arranged to further discuss this matter. 

- In principle, however, this was a good suggestion and could be investigated. 

 

3.2.4 Gas rights 

 In which areas does CoAL have gas rights and will exploration result from these rights? 

 Explanation to the question: Riaan van der Merwe, CoAL 

- There are indeed gas rights and these would shortly receive attention in the Tsipise area. 

- The company under whose name these rights would be investigated will be known as Tsipise 

Gas. 

 

3.3 Generic Access Agreement 

3.3.1 Access agreements 

 

 A suggestion was made that the prospecting phase be completed as soon as possible so that finality 

can be reached with regard to the viability of coal mining.  

 This agreement will put everyone at ease that it enjoys the support of the Farmers’ Association and 

that it was well considered. 

 Explanation to questions: Peter Marx 

- Such a document has already been tabled and will be discussed with the Waterpoort Farmers’ 

Association on 23 June 2012. 

- Afterwards such a document will be circulated and signed by all the impacted Land Owners. 



- As soon as the Environmental Management Plans have been approved by the Department, 

the prospecting drilling can commence on the identified farms. 

 

4 Acknowledgements 

 

 Rudolf Otto thanked John and Riaan for making the time to address them. He expressed his desire for 

more such fruitful discussions in the future. 

 Mashudu thanked the Land Owners for allowing CoAL access to their land. 

 John once again thanked the Land Owners for this mindset of open discussion to share thoughts and 

information. He stated that it was of utmost importance that the Land Owners are aware of every 

fact regarding planning and activities. This is where Land Owners could obtain facts and they should 

not react to hearsay. 

 

5 Future Actions 

No Actions Responsible person(s) Date 

1 Further meetings to investigate the trust John Wallington 

Riaan van der Merwe 

Peter Marx  

Carien Joubert  

Date to be confirmed 

2 Workshop to discuss the generic agreement Carien Joubert  

Peter Marx 

23 June 2012 

3 Baseline water report Peter Marx 

Carl Haupt 

30 July 2012 

4 Address of approved water laboratory Peter Marx 15 July2012 

 

To be incorporated in the project action list. 



 

 
 

 

GREATER SOUTPANSBERG PROJECT: STAKEHOLDER MEETING 

 
DATE:  30 June  2012  
TIME:  15:30 
VENUE: Farm Office Rudolf Otto Waterpoort Landowners Union. 

 

 

SHORT MINUTE NOTES 

1 ATTENDANCE 

 

The meeting was attended by: 

 Rudolf Otto, Waterpoort Farmers Association 

 Stephan Otto, Waterpoort Farmers Association 

 Carien Joubert, Naledi, stakeholder engagement 

 Peter Marx, Coal of Africa 

 

2 PURPOSE OF THE MEETING 

 

The Purpose of the meeting was: 

 To follow-up on the previous meeting held on 11 May 2012  

 To deliver the printed Minutes 

 To discuss the proposed meeting with John Wallington and Riaan van der Merwe and the site visit at 

Vele and to commit to dates for that meeting and visit. 

 An Informal discussion took place regarding the all unanswered questions that has been given to 

CoAL on the 21-4-2012. 

 Peter requested that these questions need thorough discussion with John Wallington and Riaan van 

der Merwe 

 He agreed that some of the proposal by the landowners do have merits to be very seriously 

considered especially the request from the landowners in the first phase of the project to allocate a 

certain amount into a Trust Account whereby CoAL and the landowners have access on, if any 

damages need to be paid out.  

 Peter also makes the landowners aware that CoAL already has an insurance policy of R2mil for fire 

damages and R5mil for any other unforeseen damages during the drilling program. 



 Rudolf also confirmed with Peter that the Farmers Association consulted with ZZ2 and it was agreed 

that the ZZ2 access agreement could be utilise as the uniform agreement for all landowners. 

 Carien submitted to Rudolf the English version of the agreement all addendums, of the ZZ2 

agreement. Rudolf requested that the document for discussion purposes for the 16
th

 June 2012 need 

to be translated into Afrikaans. This was agreed. 

 

3 OUTCOME OF THE MEETING 

 

The outcome of the meeting was: 

 Meeting with John Wallington and Riaan van der Merwe and site visit to Vele 21-6-2012 

 That Peter and Carien will follow up with Phile van Zyl to get permission to utilise the agreement that 

was approved by him to allow access to Bergwater and Waterpoort farms, on the 1
st

 June 2012.



 

4 FUTURE ACTIONS 

No Action Responsible Due date 

1. Meeting and Vele visit John Wallington 
Riaan Van der Merwe 
Peter Marx 
Carien Joubert 
Lizinda Grobbelaar 
Prof van der Riet 

 

21-6-2012 

2. Meeting with Phile van Zyl Carien,  Peter Marx,  1-6-2012 

3. Logistics will be prepared and send to All 

attendees 

Carien Joubert 8-6-2012 

4. Agenda to submitted by Rudolf Otto  Rudolf Otto 18-6-2012 

To be incorporated into project action list. 



 

 

 

GRGRGRGROOOOTER SOUTPANSBERGTER SOUTPANSBERGTER SOUTPANSBERGTER SOUTPANSBERGPROJEPROJEPROJEPROJEKKKK: : : :     

VERGADERING VERGADERING VERGADERING VERGADERING RUDOLF OTTORUDOLF OTTORUDOLF OTTORUDOLF OTTO    
 

DATUM: Donderdag, 21 Augustus 2012 

TYD:  11:00 

PLEK: Plaaskantoor, Rudolf Otto,  Waterpoort Boerevereniging 

 

KORT NOTAS VANKORT NOTAS VANKORT NOTAS VANKORT NOTAS VAN    NOTULENOTULENOTULENOTULE    

1111 BYWONINGBYWONINGBYWONINGBYWONING    

 

Die vergadering is bygewoon deur: 

� Rudolf Otto, Waterpoort Boerevereniging Voorsitter / Waterpoort Komittee 

� Carien Joubert, Naledi: skakeling met belanghebbendes 

� Chris Lombard, Coal of Africa 

 

2222 DOEL VAN DIE VERGADERINGDOEL VAN DIE VERGADERINGDOEL VAN DIE VERGADERINGDOEL VAN DIE VERGADERING    

 

Die doel van die vergadering was: 

� Om die konsep generiese toegangs ooreenskoms tussen CoAL en Plaas Eienaars te oorhandig aan 

Rudolf Otto, sodat hy dit kan bespreek met die Waterpoort Komitte vir goedkeuring. 

� Om te verseker dat die korrekte inligting aan die boere verskaf word, aldus inligting oor toegang vir 

boorwerk op die plase. 

� Om ‘n werkswinkel te reel om die toegangs ooreenkoms te kan bespreek en goed te keur. 

 

3333 UITKOMSUITKOMSUITKOMSUITKOMS    VAN DIE VERGADERINGVAN DIE VERGADERINGVAN DIE VERGADERINGVAN DIE VERGADERING    

 

Die uitkoms van die vergadering was soos volg: 

� Die werkswinkel met die Waterpoort Komittee vir die goedkeuring van die toegangs ooreenkoms te 

reel. 

� Die korrekte inligting rakende die proses wat met die eksplorasie gevolg sal word, moet versprei word 

dmv ‘n openbare vergadering 

 

4444 TOEKOMSTIGE AKSIESTOEKOMSTIGE AKSIESTOEKOMSTIGE AKSIESTOEKOMSTIGE AKSIES    

 

No. Aksie Verantwoordelike 

persoon 

Sperdatum 

1. Opvolgvergadering  Carien Joubert,  

Peter Marx 

14-9-2012 (kan verander) 



2. Konsep Voorlegging vir die openbare 

vergadering 

Carien Joubert, Peter 

Marx, Lizinda Grobbelaar 

Toekoms datums sal 

vasgestel word tydens 

die werkswinkel van die 

14de 

3. Opstel/druk van bestaande kaarte van die 

boorprogram op individuele plaasgebiede 

(Kzm) 

Ash Whittaker 14-9-2012 

4. Opstel/druk van bestaande kaarte van die plase 

wat geraak kan word  

Ash Whittaker 14-9-2012 

5. Druk inligtingsbriewe en agtergrond-

dokumente in Afrikaans wat saam met 

uitnodigings uitgestuur moet word en op na 

die 14 -9-2012 die  uitgedeel moet word 

Vanessa Viljoen 14-9-2012 

6. Vergadering by dieWaterpoort 

Boerevereniging se saal  

Carien Joubert,  Peter 

Marx, Lizinda 

Grobbelaar, Chris 

Lombaard 

Sal besluit 

 

Om in die projekaksielys vervat te word. 
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GREATER SOUTPANSBERG PROJECT: STAKEHOLDER MEETINGGREATER SOUTPANSBERG PROJECT: STAKEHOLDER MEETINGGREATER SOUTPANSBERG PROJECT: STAKEHOLDER MEETINGGREATER SOUTPANSBERG PROJECT: STAKEHOLDER MEETING 
 

DATE:  Thursday, 17 October 2012 

TIME:  11:00 

VENUE: Farm: Scerabje 

 

 

SHORT MINUTE NOTESSHORT MINUTE NOTESSHORT MINUTE NOTESSHORT MINUTE NOTES 

1 ATTENDANCEATTENDANCEATTENDANCEATTENDANCE 

 

The meeting was attended by: 

� Carien Joubert, Naledi, Stakeholders Engagement 

� Chris Lombaard, CoAL 

� Rudolf Otto, Chairperson, Waterpoort Farmers Associat ion   

See attached attendance register. 

 

2222    PURPOSE OF THE MEETINGPURPOSE OF THE MEETINGPURPOSE OF THE MEETINGPURPOSE OF THE MEETING 

 

The Purpose of the meeting was: 

� To get clarity and confirmation on the access agreement and the comments on the agreement from 

the Land Owners 

� To explain the urgency  to conclude on the access agreement 

 

3333    OUTCOME OF THE MEETINGOUTCOME OF THE MEETINGOUTCOME OF THE MEETINGOUTCOME OF THE MEETING 

 

The outcome of the meeting was: 

� Carien requested inputs from the Land Owners to the Access Agreement and stressed the urgency to 

f inalise the Access Agreement in order for the explorat ion drilling to be init iated by end November 

2012 

� Rudolf noted that comments were received from their attorney and that it would be forwarded to 

Carien.   

� He requested Chris Lombaard to  incorporate the comments into the document 

� Chris agreed to the above 

    

4.4.4.4.    FUTURE ACTIONSFUTURE ACTIONSFUTURE ACTIONSFUTURE ACTIONS    

    

No Action Responsible Due date 

1. Agreement to be f inalised and send back to Chris Lombaard and Carien To be confirmed 



Rudolf Joubert, Peter Marx 

2 Follow up meeting with Rudolf  Chris Lombaard and Carien 

Joubert, Peter Marx 

To be confirmed 

 

To be incorporated into project action list 
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GREATER SOUTPANSBERG PROJECT: STAKEHOLDER MEETINGGREATER SOUTPANSBERG PROJECT: STAKEHOLDER MEETINGGREATER SOUTPANSBERG PROJECT: STAKEHOLDER MEETINGGREATER SOUTPANSBERG PROJECT: STAKEHOLDER MEETING 
 

DATE:  Thursday, 7 February 2013 

TIME:  11:00 

VENUE: Farm: Scerabje 

 

 

SHORT MINUTE NOTESSHORT MINUTE NOTESSHORT MINUTE NOTESSHORT MINUTE NOTES 

1 ATTENDANCEATTENDANCEATTENDANCEATTENDANCE 

 

The meeting was attended by: 

� Rudolf Otto, Chairperson, Waterpoort Farmers Association 

� Carien Joubert, Naledi, Stakeholders Engagement 

� Stephan Otto 

� Bertus Otto (jnr.)   

 

2222    PURPOSE OF THE MEETINGPURPOSE OF THE MEETINGPURPOSE OF THE MEETINGPURPOSE OF THE MEETING 

 

The Purpose of the meeting was: 

� To give feedback on the signing progress regarding the Access Agreement 

� General feedback on the proposed Mining Right Application 

 

3333    OUTCOME OF THE MEETINGOUTCOME OF THE MEETINGOUTCOME OF THE MEETINGOUTCOME OF THE MEETING 

 

The outcome of the meeting was: 

� Rudolf again requested a follow up meeting with Mr Riaan van der Merwe and Mr John Wallington to 

ensure that the issues rose during the meeting of 21 June 2012 with the Committee need to be 

addressed. 

� He will forward an agenda and secure a meeting date. 

    

4.4.4.4.    FUTURE ACTIONSFUTURE ACTIONSFUTURE ACTIONSFUTURE ACTIONS    

    

No Action Responsible Due date 

1. Rudolf to secure a meeting date with 

Committee to meet with Riaan and John 

Wallington. 

Rudolf, Carien Joubert, 

Peter Marx 

To be confirmed 

 

To be incorporated into project action list 
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GREATER SOUTPANSBERG PROJECT:  

STAKEHOLDER MEETING CHAPUDI 

DATE:  Friday 19 April 2013 
TIME:  14:00 
VENUE: Farm: Secrabje 

 

SHORT MINUTE NOTES 

 
1 OPENING  

The meeting was opened by Rudolf Otto. 
 
2 WELCOME 

The Waterpoort Committee welcomed CoAL and specifically Riaan van der Merwe to the meeting. 
Riaan introduced Cobus Brohn, CoAL’s Optimisat ion Manager, and explained that if Riaan is not available for 
meetings, that Cobus would attend in his stead. 
 
3 ATTENDANCE / APOLOGIES 

The attendance register was circulated and is attached to the minutes. 
 

4 MEETING OBJECTIVES 

The purpose of the meet ing was explained: 
 

4.1 Chairperson – Introduction of the meeting 

The Chairperson explained that a letter was written to CoAL, request ing feedback on issues raised since 21 
April 2012. 
Carien Joubert confirmed that the purpose of the meeting was to provide feedback on the Chapudi Project, 
Mining Right Applicat ions and Environmental Impact Assessment and Management Programme Process, as 
well as to address the issues raised previously and again in their letter submitted to CoAL. 
 
 
4.2 Who is MbeuYashu? 

CoAL is a shareholder of MbeuYashu (Pty) Ltd, with a shareholding of 74%. The remaining 26% is held by 
Rothe Investments (Pty) Ltd, a Black Economic Empowerment company as contemplated in the Mining 
Charter. 
 In the letter submitted by the Committee a question was posed regarding the Chinese Investment in 

Coal of Africa Limited: We have heard that the Chinese invested in CoAL of Africa. What exactly is 



their interest and prospects regarding this Greater Soutpansberg Project, and is CoAL of Africa still 
committed to responsible mining as at Vele Mine? 
o CoAL remains committed to responsible mining. HEI (from China) recently acquired 23.60 per cent of 

the Company's issued share capital. HEI now has the right to appoint director(s) to the board. HEI 
does not have controlling shares and the company remains a South African company that must 
comply with South African legislat ion. HEI is also a listed company that has to comply with 
international standards and ethical values. 

 The Committee requested what the chances are that HEI (from China) will increase their shareholding 
in CoAL? 
o Riaan van der Merwe (CoAL) explained that currently this is not the intent, but it is diff icult to 

foresee what the future holds. Even if this does happen the company would st ill need to comply with 
South African legislat ion and policy. CoAL is a public company and people can purchase shares on 
the open market. 

 In previous meetings a question was posed on who the Directors of CoAL are? 
o The directors of CoAL is public knowledge and the information is available on the website. 

 
4.3 Feedback on the GSP and Chapudi project 

Peter Marx gave an overview on the proposed planning of the Greater Soutpansberg Projects. He confirmed 
that in terms of the current plan, they would not need to drill the originally required 212 prospect ing holes 
due to information obtained from Rio Tinto and Exarro. The current plan is to only drill 22 prospect ing 
boreholes in the Chapudi area. 
 
He further explained that the Greater Soutpansberg Project has been divided into three projects: 
 Chapudi Project 
 Generaal Project 
 Mopane Project 
 
The map below indicates the extent of each project: 
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The Chapudi project includes three sect ions, the Chapudi West Sect ion, the Chapudi sect ion and the 
Wildebeeshoek Sect ion. The extent was explained on the map. 
 

 
 
Currently CoAL holds prospect ing rights on the above areas and need to apply for mining rights in the areas.  
This applicat ion needs to be submitted to DMR on or before the end of May 2013.  DMR will then send an 
administrat ive acknowledgement that the applicat ion documentat ion is complete, and that CoAL may 
proceed with the Environmental Impact Assessment and Management Programme process. This letter of is 
not the permission to start a mine it means that the applicat ion for a mining right has been received and an 
administrat ive number is now allocated to this applicat ion. 
 
The long term planning for the project includes various phases before construct ion and mining will take 
place, these include the complet ion of the licensing process in terms of MPRDA, but also other legislation, 
further explorat ion, a feasibility study and fund raising before construct ion could commence. The schedule 
below indicates the planning in terms of current planning. It should be noted as more information becomes 
available this schedule may change. 

 



 
The typical process before a mine can open was explained by Peter Marx. The Mining Right for the Chapudi 
project to secure rights will be submitted to Department of Mineral Resources in mid-May 2013. 
 

 
 
 
4.4 Relevant Regulated Processes and the Environmental Impact Assessment Process 

 
A mining project has to comply with a number of legislat ive requirement of which the main requirement is 
that of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act (MPRDA). Other legislat ion includes the 
National Environmental Management Act, The NEMA Waste Act, the National Water Act for applicat ion of 
water use licenses, and recently the possibility to now also apply to the Municipality for rezoning of the land 
to be mined. 
 
For the Greater Soutpansberg Projects, MbeuYashu will f irst follow the legal requirements of the MPRDA to 
secure the Mining Right, and only thereafter cont inue with the processes to comply with the other 
legislat ions. 
 
As mentoned above, MbeuYashu plans to submit the Mining Right Applicat ions for the Chapudi project in 
mid-May 2013. Thereafter the company need to wait for Department of Mineral Resources to issue a letter 
indicat ing that the Mining Right Applicat ions comply to their requirements. Then receipt of this letter 
triggers the commencement of the Environmental Impact Assessment and Management Programme 
process, and the EIA/EMP report must be submitted within 180 days from the date the letter was received.  
 
The regulated process is indicated in the below drawing. 
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The Environmental Impact Assessment  
 
4.5 Environmental Impact Assessment process. 

 
 
 
4.6 The Studies that will follow: 

 
 
 



4.7 The access to farm to do the impact assessment is required 

 

 
 
 
4.8 Public and Stakeholder involvement 

 

 

 

 

 

 



7 

 

5 OUTCOME OF THE MEETING AND QUESTIONS 

Quest ions Person Answer 

An Unknown  person phoned me that 
they have a Prospect ing Right for other 
commodit ies than Coal and request 
permission to drill. 

Willem 
Opperman 

CoAL has prospect ing rights for coal.  If another 
Company has prospect ing rights for other 
commodit ies other than Coal, they are allowed to do 
the prospect ing , but need to follow protocol regarding 
consultat ion. 
The Committee said that if they will be approach the 
same process to access and other relevant  prospect ing 
access needs to be followed, to allow continuity in the 
process for prospect ing and mining in the area. 
 

How do you get information on 
approved prospect ing right  and 
different commodit ies? 

Bertus Otto If there is a prospect ing right for other commodit ies 
than Coal , the applicant should be able to prove that 
that commodity exists on the farm area that they 
would like to access. 

The Committee has a concern that if 
CoAL does not have funding for 
development, the risk will be that CoAL 
will sell to another Company that the 
committee does not trust nor have 
such good relat ionship with as they 
have with CoAL. 
The Committee  is concerned that 
CoAL wants to develop up to a certain 
point and sell to get out of f inancial 
constrains to the Chinese. 

Willem 
Opperman 

Riaan explained that the MPRDA process is not only for 
CoAL all mining houses must adhere to the legal 
obligat ion and process. It is also not easy to sell 
because all legal obligat ion about the prospect ing , 
Mining NEMA, IWULA,  etc. need to be adhered to.  

Will it be more attract ive for funders if 
CoAL could submit the Mining Right 
Applicat ion. 

Danie 
Johnsten 

Peter Marx, this is true, this is the same as gett ing a big 
contract that a Company can request funding from a 
Bank for rolling the project out. 
 
The mining right can serve as security. 
 

The concern at this moment is that the 
submission of the Mining Right is a plus 
for the mining house but it is negative 
to the farm owners.  
The landowner is affected because it is 
public here comes a mine. Impact 
psychologically and land value will be 
affected. 
All land transact ions is taboo for 5 
years?  Who will buy land if they know a 
mine is planned in the future. 
My quest ion is thus: Where in the 
consultat ion process will you acquire 
to buy land  or commence with the 
valuat ion of land in a certain radius of 
the proposed mining area? 

Danie 
Johnsten 

It could form part of the Feasibility study, Phase 1 or 
Phase 2.  As part of the environmental studies, CoAL is 
looking at land valuat ions, economic studies, and these 
costs are taken into account when determining the 
feasibility of the mine. 
 
Not necessarily all contracts, but valuat ions should be 
done. 

What protects the Land Owner if CoAL  
received the mining license and there 
are Land Owners who do not want to 
sell. 

 We do a valuat ion of the land, after that follows 
negotiat ions between the landowner and CoAL. 
As the holder of the mineral rights CoAL has rights, just 
like the land owners have rights. 
 



It is essent ial that both part ies must agree in fairness 
about the transact ion. 
 
There are several methods: 
Agree on an independent Valuator, works with the land 
owner or the land owner can also appoint his own 
valuator. 
 
It also looked at the development period, or buy and 
rent back to the party or we rent the land and agree on 
a purchase price by a certain date with inflat ion. 
 

Do you have examples of agriculture 
after life of mine? 

 Cattle and Game, but not irrigat ion. 

 

6 FUTURE ACTIONS  

 

The outcome of the meeting was: 

 Carien requested inputs from the Land Owners to divide the Committee into working groups if the 

Environmental Impact commence this will allow the specialist to have meet ings with the Committee 

regarding findings and advice from the Stakeholders on issues to be addressed. 

 The Access to the farms need to be arranged during the impact assessment and this will be arrange 

by Carien. 

 

 

To be incorporated into project action list 
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GREATER SOUTPANSBERG PROJECT:  

STAKEHOLDER MEETING CHAPUDI 

 

 
DATE:  Friday 19 April 2013 
TIME:  14:00 
VENUE: Farm: Scerabje 

 

 

SHORT MINUTE NOTES 

 

1 OPENING AND WELCOME 

 
2 ATTENDANCE 

Please find attendance register attached to this Minutes 
 

2 PURPOSE OF THE MEETING:  AGENDA OF DISCUSSION 

 

3 MEETING OBJECTIVES 

The Committee needed to get feedback on the relevant issues that has been outstanding since 21 April 2012. 
 

3.1 Who is Mbeu Yashu: 

MbeuYashu is the name of the company owned by Coal of Africa Limited (‘’CoAL’’) and Rothe  Investments 
(Pty) Ltd (“Rothe”) 

 
3.2 Chinese investment how will it influence the local situation 

 HEI (from China) recently acquired 23.60 per cent of the Company's issued share capital 

 HEI now has the right to appoint director(s) to the board 

 Fear of people with Chinese companies is that everything is going to change, this is not a controlling 

shares 

 The largest shareholder is a South African company, the policy cannot change, the management is 

South African and must comply with South African company law. 

 Policy cannot change, the management is South African, CoAL cannot see that the workforce of the 

mine should comprise 80% of the Chinese workers, it is not South African policy. 

 

3.2.1 Discussion point 3.2 

The meeting would like to know what the chances are that the Chinese will increase their shares? 



 
Riaan van der Merwe (CoAL) said this will be diff icult for them to raise now, even if they get a controlling 
stake, they will st ill need to comply with the local laws as explained. He also confirmed that ccurrently there 
is no quest ion that they want to buy a controlling interest or the ent ire company. He also said  that one 
certainly cannot say never, but currently it does not seem so. 
 
The meeting reiterate that this is a public company so you will not be able to stop it. 

 
3.3 Who is the Directors of CoAL 

 The directors of CoAL is public knowledge and is available on the website. 
 

3.4 Feedback on the GSP and Chapudi project 

Mr Peter Marx gave an overview on the proposed planning of the Greater Soutpansberg Projects. There will 
not be 212 prospect ing holes drilled because there are many present information obtained from Rio Tinto 
and Exarro, only 22 prospect ing boreholes be drilled in the Chapudi area. 
The following proposed project is envisage in the future: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.5 The Proposed projects in the area: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 

 

3.6 The proposed projects continue 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Currently CoAL holds prospect ing rights on the above areas and need to apply for mining rights in the areas.  
This applicat ion needs to be submitted to DMR on or before the end of May 2013.  DMR will then send a 
confirmation letter to CoAL that the documents have been received and that CoAL may be preceded by the 
necessary environmental impact studies. 
 
This letter of confirmation is not the permission to start a mine it means that the applicat ion for a mining 
right has been received and an administrat ive number is now allocated to this applicat ion. 
 

 
3.7 The following timelines has been envisage for the Chapudi project that is relevant to the Waterpoort 

area. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3.8 The planning and mining right application continues 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3.9 Relevant Regulated Processes and the Environmental Impact Assessment Process 

 
From the t ime CoAL receive the letter from DMR confirming that they received the mining right application  
the environmental impact assessment process will proceed. Specialist studies will be 
carried out as follow: 
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3.10 The regulated process and timelines before the Mining Right can be finally approved. 

 
 
 
 
 

3.11 Environmental Impact Assessment process. 

 
 
 

3.12 The Studies that will follow: 

 
 
 



3.13 The access to farm to do the impact assessment is required 

 

 
 
 

3.14 Public and Stakeholder involvement 
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4 OUTCOME OF THE MEETING AND QUESTIONS 

Quest ions Person Answer 

An Unknown  person phoned me that 
they have a Prospect ing Right for other 
commodit ies than Coal and request 
permission to drill. 

Willem 
Opperman 

CoAL has prospect ing rights for coal.  If another 
Company has prospect ing rights for other 
commodit ies other than Coal, they are allowed to do 
the prospect ing , but need to follow protocol regarding 
consultat ion. 
The Committee said that if they will be approach the 
same process to access and other relevant  prospect ing 
access needs to be followed, to allow continuity in the 
process for prospect ing and mining in the area. 
 

How do you get information on 
approved prospect ing right  and 
different commodit ies? 

Bertus Otto If there is a prospect ing right for other commodit ies 
than Coal , the applicant should be able to proof that 
that commodity exists on the farm area that they 
would like to access. 

The Committee has a concern that if 
CoAL does not have funding for 
development, the risk will be that CoAL 
will sell to another Company that the 
committee does not trust nor have 
such good relat ionship with as they 
have with CoAL. 
The Committee  is concerned that 
CoAL wants to develop up to a certain 
point and sell to get out of f inancial 
constrains to the Chinese. 

Willem 
Opperman 

Riaan explained that the MPRDA process is not only for 
CoAL all mining houses must adhere to the legal 
obligat ion and process. It is also not easy to sell 
because all legal obligat ion about the prospect ing , 
Mining NEMA, IWULA,  etc. need to be adhered to.  

Will it be more attract ive for funders if 
CoAL could submit the Mining Right 
Applicat ion. 

Danie 
Johnsten 

Peter Marx, this is true, this is the same as gett ing a big 
contract that a Company can request funding from a 
Bank for rolling the project out. 
 
The mining right can serve as security. 
 

The concern at this moment is that the 
submission of the Mining Right is a plus 
for the mining house but it is negative 
to the farm owners.  
The landowner is affected because it is 
public here comes a mine. Impact 
psychologically and land value will be 
affected. 
All land transact ions is taboo for 5 
years?  Who will buy land if they know a 
mine is planned in the future. 
My quest ion is thus: Where in the 
consultat ion process will you acquire 
to buy land  or commence with the 
valuat ion of land in a certain radius of 
the proposed mining area? 

Danie 
Johnsten 

It could form part of the Feasibility study, Phase 1 or 
Phase 2.  As part of the environmental studies, CoAL is 
looking at land valuat ions, economic studies, and these 
costs are taken into account when determining the 
feasibility of the mine. 
 
Not necessarily all contracts, but valuat ions should be 
done. 

What protects the Land Owner if CoAL  
received the mining license and there 
are Land Owners who do not want to 
sell. 

 We do a valuat ion of the land, after that follows 
negotiat ions between the landowner and CoAL. 
As the holder of the mineral rights CoAL has rights, just 
like the land owners have rights. 
 



It is essent ial that both part ies must agree in fairness 
about the transact ion. 
 
There are several methods: 
Agree on an independent Valuator, works with the land 
owner or the land owner can also appoint his own 
valuator. 
 
It also looked at the development period, or buy and 
rent back to the party or we rent the land and agree on 
a purchase price by a certain date with inflat ion. 
 

Do you have examples of agriculture 
after life of mine? 

 Cattle and Game, but not irrigat ion. 

 

5 FUTURE ACTIONS  

 

The outcome of the meeting was: 

 Carien requested inputs from the Land Owners to divide the Committee into working groups if the 

Environmental Impact commence this will allow the specialist to have meet ings with the Committee 

regarding findings and advice from the Stakeholders on issues to be addressed. 

 The Access to the farms need to be arranged during the impact assessment and this will be arrange 

by Carien. 

 

 

To be incorporated into project action list 



 

 

GREATER SOUTPANSBERG PROJECT: CHAPUDI PROJECT 

WATERPOORT MINING COMMITTEE MEETING 

DATUM:  Saterday 24 August 2013 
TYD:   10h00 
PLEK:   Waterpoort Farmers Association Hall 

 

SHORT MEETING NOTES 

1 OPENING AND WELCOME  

 

The meeting was opened with prayer and all welcomed. Apologies were rendered from the 

Farmers Association for the short notice of the meeting. All landowner’s inputs into the 

meeting’s discussion points are welcome. 

2 ATTENDANCE REGISTER 

 

Circulated and attached to the minutes. 

 

3 COAL OF AFRICA PRESENTATION ON THE CHAPUDI PROJECT 

 

 Riaan van der Merwe presented as follows: 

o CoAL team and consultants introduced 

o Riaan van der Merwe’s new role as Mineral Resource Manager explained, hand-over 

to Cobus Bronn as new COO 

o Restructuring of the company explained - John Wallington’s contract that ended, 

new directorship (Dave Murray and Mike Meeser), new Chairperson of the Board 

and acting CEO, David Brown that joined CoAL, Eugene O’Brien that left CoAL 

o Explained that internationally the industry is under pressure as prices for coal is 

down. CoAL embarked on a repositioning and restructuring process where focus 

was placed on the Limpopo assets and divesting of Mpumalanga assets. Further 

construction to take place on Vele to ensure the processing plant can handle all the 

various qualities of coal mined 



 Peter Marx presented as follows: 

o Process and long term planning to protect the mineral rights explained 

 
o Show and explained a map indicating the prospecting rights forming part of the 

Greater Soutpansberg Project 

o Three projects where Mining Rights have been applied for Mopane, Chapudi, 

Generaal. The applications have been accepted (administrative acknowledgement) 

by Department of Mineral Resources 

o Scoping Report has been completed, sent out for comments 

o Open Day to be held end of November 2013 

o When we start with the pre-feasibility and feasibility study further engagement will 

take place to find ways to manage and/or mitigate the impacts 

o Project lay-out indicates 50+ year life 



 

o Vele is an example where agriculture and mining found a way to co-exist 

o  

Questions and Clarifications 

Question Stakeholder Response 

When was the applications 
accepted? 

Erika Helm 
Bo-brakrivier Farmers 
Association 

Chapudi projects applications 
was accepted on 9 July 2013 

What is the main type of coal 
that will be mined? 

Stephan Wilson 
Landowner – Rochdale 

Coking coal is the main product 
but there is a thermal by-
product 

Does the impact assessment 
include aspects such as noise 
and air quality? 

Jacques Fleuriot 
Landowner Varkfontein 

Yes the impact assessment 
includes these aspects 

Vele is still at an early stage of 
mining, so it is dangerous to 
already now claim that co-
existence work 

Rudolf Otto 
Waterpoort Mine Committee 
Chairperson 

We have regular monitoring 
and feedback meetings with 
the landowners. We ensure 
that we always have close 
relationships with the farmers 
in the area, and have 
structured lease back 
arrangements with 
notification periods. We 
understand that it is early but 
it is working well so far. 

Farm workers are paid 
approximately R105 / day and 
the mining industry pays much 

Chris Terblanche 
Landowner - Diamant 

We will implement a 
recruitment strategy that will 
be developed in consultation 



Question Stakeholder Response 

higher wages, which may cause 
conflict that flows over into 
the agriculture businesses. 
What will the mine do to 
ensure that they do not recruit 
farm workers 

with the landowners. The 
strategy will ensure that no 
gate recruitment is done and 
that proper procedures are 
followed. The type of skills 
required by the mine is not 
exactly the same as 
agriculture. The mines will also 
not be that labour intensive. 

What about housing for your 
workers? 

Chris Terblanche 
Landowner - Diamant 

MbeuYashu do not support the 
establishment of mining 
towns. In the case of Vele, 
people stay either in Alldays or 
Musina and are bussed to the 
mine site, which enables the 
mine to rather invest in these 
towns. 

How many people will Vele 
employ at full production 

Tom Langley 
Landowner - Ringer 

At full production 
approximately 500, and 
Makhado will employ between 
800 – 1000 at full production 

When will the first mine 
commence? 

Jannie Moolman 
Bergtop 

Wildebeesthoek in 2018/2019 
and Chapudi West only in 2030. 

Why is the impact studies done 
so long in advance? 

Jannie Moolman 
Bergtop 

We are bound by the 
requirements of the DMR, our 
Prospecting Right are expiring 
therefore we need to apply for 
Mining Rights otherwise the 
rights will revert back to state 
for anyone. We would have 
preferred to do it differently, 
but will focus on the critical 
aspects in later studies. 
The feasibility study will 
provide much more detail 
information that would be 
required for further licensing 
including the water use license. 

What if I do not want to sell 
my property? 

Stephan Wilson 
Landowner – Rochdale 

We are looking at valuations, 
especially to conduct a 
baseline now that represents 
the primary land use of the 
area. When we come to the 
phase where negotiations 
must be done we will sit down 
with the landowner and his 
legal representative and look 
at his situation in more detail 
for the negotiation process. 



Question Stakeholder Response 

Similar process was followed 
at Vele. We want to reach a 
win-win situation by 
considering various options 
from purchase to lease. 

How convinced is CoAL that 
they can mine hear sustainable 

Gerhard Venter 
Sandox, Fountainbleau 

The feasibility study will also 
look at sustainability where 
the mine’s viability is measured 
against the environmental 
impact of the proposed mine. 
This areas as well as the type of 
mining is different from 
Mpumalanga. 

There has been prospecting in 
this area for more than 70 
year, you say that the coal here 
are of good quality. We have 
heard in the past that the 
quality is low. Although our 
property falls outside the area 
there is still a risk that we may 
be impacted  

Tom Langley 
Landowner - Ringer 

Rio Tinto’s primary market the 
focussed on was thermal coal 
for power generation, which 
would make it an expensive 
mine to get your product to 
the market. But we focus on 
coking coal which has a higher 
value, and thermal coal as a 
secondary by-product for 
ESKOM and export. 

What type of financial 
guarantees will you provide or 
does the state require you to 
provide guarantees? 

Gerhard Venter 
Sandox, Fountainbleau 

When a Mining Right is 
granted, the closure cost is 
calculated and a financial 
guarantee must be provided 
from a bank to DMR. For 
example in terms of Vele there 
is a R70m guarantee issued. 
No-one can access this money 
for anything but rehabilitation 
at Vele. 
The DMR also has the right to 
issue a directive if we do not 
keep to our environmental 
commitments which if not 
rectified can lead to the 
cancellation of the Mining 
Right.  

Safety and Security will be 
affected 

Gerhard Venter 
Sandox, Fountainbleau 

Again if Vele is taken as an 
example, the mine manager 
has formed a community 
policing forum with local 
landowners as well as a anti-
poaching committee. This is 
driven in partnership with the 
farmers’ association, police 
and local army. We have an 



Question Stakeholder Response 

opportunity to create 
something similar here. 

It takes at least 2 – 3 years to 
properly train artisans, have 
you started already? 
 

Chris Terblanche 
Landowner - Diamant 

CoAL has implemented a 
bursary scheme in 2010 that 
looks at the early training of 
people.  

If you bring in labour from 
outside the area, it means that 
you will not employ locally 

Chris Terblanche 
Landowner - Diamant 

Some skills will also come in 
with contractors that can do 
in-job training. At Vele for 
example we employed 80% 
locally. 

 

4 SPECIALIST STUDIES AND ACCESS REQUIREMENTS 

 

 Marietjie Eksteen introduced herself from Jacana Environmentals, an independent 

Environmental Assessment Practitioner, and presented details on the specialist studies as 

follows: 

o Scoping Report was based on current information 

o Need to conduct fieldwork to gather detailed information on the current state of 

the environment, as well as identify any sensitive areas. 

o Information that need to be gathered include areas such as landuse, groundwater 

use, air quality, current noise levels 

o The data gathered as part of the fieldwork is then used in scientific modelling to 

predict potential impacts. These models are academically acceptable in the industry 

and are also approved by Government. Once an impact is identified we need to see 

how it can be mitigated. The mitigation measures form part of the Environmental 

Management Plan which becomes an enforceable document. 

o Specialist fieldwork needs to commence as soon as possible and we request that a 

date be agreed where possible after the meeting. 

o Marietjie presented examples of how the fieldwork is done and provided 

landowners with a hand-out giving details of what would be done on the properties 

 

 Access was granted in the meeting and dates confirmed with Lizinda Dickson after the 

meeting 

 

5 VALUATIONS 

 

Rudolf Otto remarked that during valuations the following aspects must be covered: 

 Market value in terms of specific business activities  

 Capital gains tax on land purchased  



 Relocation costs 

 Production / Business value 

 Fixed improvements 

 Potential of the property 

 Take into account food security and the fact that it is a winter production zone 

 

Further discussions to be held regarding the valuations. 

 

6 CLOSURE 

 

The meeting was closed, but Rudolf Otto requested landowners to remain for a discussion with 

the Vhembe Mineral Resources Stakeholder Forum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 













 

 
 

 

GREATER SOUTPANSBERG PROJECT: CHAPUDI PROJECT 

WATERPOORT FARMERS ASSOCIATION MINING COMMITTEE 

 

Date:  29 November 2013 

Time:  10:00 -13h00 

Place:  Farm Secrabje  

 

1 OPENING, WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

 

The meeting was opened by Mr Rudolf Otto and all was welcomed. Participants introduced themselves. 

 

2 PURPOSE OF THE MEETING 

 

The purpose of the meeting was defined as follows: 

 Provide an Overview of MbeuYashu and CoAL 

 Provide an Overview of the Chapudi Project 

 Provide an Overview of the Regulatory Processes 

 Share high-level results of the Environmental Impact Assessment and Management Programme with the 

focus on water 

 Provide an opportunity for stakeholders to raise questions, make comments and get clarification 

 

3 HISTORY AND OVERVIEW 

 

Mr Cobus Bronn, Chief Operating Officer of CoAL presented the CoAL overview and Repositioning Strategy: 

 CoAL is a South African company listed on the Johannesburg, London and Australian Stock Exchange 

 The Company’s  new management team launched its Repositioning Strategy on 1 June 2013, which focuses 

on 5 key strategic priorities: 

 Strategic Investor – completed in February 2013. (US$ 100 Million invested) 

 Restructuring of Thermal Assets  - Mooiplaats on Care and Maintenance  (completed August 2013) , sale 

of Non-core assets – Woestalleen and Opgoedenhoop (in progress) 

 Reduction of  staff and overhead by 30% - completed in July 2013  

 Confirmation of Product Quality at Vele Colliery and Board Approval of Plant Modification Phase 2 

 Makhado Funding and Regulatory Approvals 

 The company has been in a process of transition over the past few months, moving from an exploration, 

development and operational company to a project development company  



 The vision of the company is to create sustainable value for all its stakeholders, while responsibly producing 

7 million tonnes of CoAL per annum 

 The company has a pipeline of high quality coking coal projects: Vele, Makhado and Greater Soutpansberg, 

and is in the process of identification of strategic investors to fund the expansion strategy of Vele, and the 

Makhado project 

 MbeuYashu submitted mining right applications for the Chapudi Project in May 2013, and received the 

acceptance letter from Department of Mineral Resources (“DMR”) in July 2013 

 The Project is currently in the Environmental Impact Assessment phase, and public participation is on-

going 

 The Public Participation Process has identified the need for a Regional Environmental Impact Study, to 

understand the cumulative impact of all activities in the region 

 MbeuYashu has committed to participate in a collaborative approach for the development of such a study 

which will include Government and local stakeholders 

 

 

 



 
 

 

4 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 

Mr Peter Marx, Project Manager for CoAL, presented the Greater Soutpansberg Project and in more detail the 

Chapudi Project: 

 

 



 
 

Bulk Water Sources: 

 The water supply to the mine will come from the following sources: 

 Groundwater Seepage into the mining pits 

 Storm water run-off impounded on site 

 An external water source piped to site 

 Storm water run-off is seasonal and therefore not a sustainable source of water.  

 The groundwater resources in the area are limited, and therefore also not a sustainable option 

 As part of the GSP Scoping study, a number of bulk water sources have been investigated, such as treated 

sewage effluent from Musina/Makhado towns, buy-out of irrigation rights, increasing the height of the 

Nzhelele dam wall, etc 

 During the pre- and feasibility phases a collaborative regional study will be conducted to evaluate the best 

possible solutions for all the stakeholders 

 

5 ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACT ASSESSMENT  

 

Marietjie Eksteen, Independent Environmental Practitioner presented the Environmental Impact Assessment and 

Management Programme Report with the focus on water:  

 

Specialist Team 

Soil and Land Use Capability Gudani Consulting - EcoSoil Consortium 
Surface and Groundwater WSM Leshika Consulting (Pty) Ltd 
Biodiversity Phaki Phakanani Environmental Consultants 
Aquatic Systems  Scientific Aquatic Services 
Noise Gudani Consulting 
Air Quality Royal Haskoning DHV 
Heritage Resources Mbofho Consulting and Projects 
Socio-Economic Naledi Development Restructured (Pty) Ltd 
Macro-Economic Mosaka Economic Consultants cc 
 

 



 
 

 

5.1 Knowledge Gaps and Assumptions 

 

 Access Constraints 

 Numerous previous studies available: 

o SRK baseline studies for portion of MRA area 

o Groundwater data from recent studies 

o Water Affairs NGDB database (historical data) 

 Groundwater data was however difficult to verify due to limited field measurements 

 Limited socio-economic surveys obtained from landowners 

 Time Constraints 

 Due to time constraints stipulated in MPRDA (180 days), survey undertaken during dry season only 

 Further data collection required for biodiversity, aquatic and surface water studies 

 
5.2 Groundwater Study 

 



 
 

Groundwater Impact, Unmitigated 

 Dewatering will result in a lowering of the water table (cone of depression) around the mine pits, extending 

for up to 25 kilometres at the end of life of mine 

 Reductions in water available for abstraction and discharge (springs) within radius of influence 

 A reduction in water available for evapotranspiration 

 Contamination of groundwater down gradient of mining activities – seepage from stockpiles / dirty water 

dams 

 Mixing of good and poor quality aquifers down gradient of mining activities 

 

 

 
 

Groundwater Mitigation 



 Revision and phasing in of mining schedules on a regional basis to reduce the radius of influence 

 Placing of carbonaceous material at the bottom of the pit to improve potential decant quality 

 Lining of carbonaceous stockpiles and dirty water dams to prevent seepage 

 Ongoing monitoring to determine impacts and to verify long-term prediction modelling 

 

5.3 Surface Water 

 

 
 

Impact on Surface Water, Unmitigated 

 Impact on surface water yield (runoff) 

 Impact on riverine vegetation due to reduced runoff 

 Impact on 1:100 year flood-lines and drainage lines 

 Impact on important wetland and aquatic systems 

 Incidental spillages (dirty water, hydrocarbons, product) or failures in the storm water management system 

will lead to pollution 

 In the long term, decant may occur which will cause pollution 

 

Surface Water Mitigation Measures 

 Divert clean runoff around mining area to reduce impact on yield 

 Maintain a buffer zone of 100m from the 1:100 year flood-line to reduce impact on aquatic systems 

 Revise mining footprint to avoid above buffer zone 

 Reposition surface infrastructure and stockpiles to avoid drainage lines and sensitive wetlands 

 Design water management infrastructure for 1:50 year flood event 

 Lining of dirty water infrastructure to prevent any seepage to surface water 

 Ongoing surface water and aquatic (bio) monitoring 
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7 CLOSING REMARKS 

 

Mr Cobus Bronn and Mashudu Ramano thanked the committee for making the time available. The meeting was 

closed at 13:00. 
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VHEMBE MINERAL RESOURCES STAKEHOLDER FORUM VHEMBE MINERAL RESOURCES STAKEHOLDER FORUM VHEMBE MINERAL RESOURCES STAKEHOLDER FORUM VHEMBE MINERAL RESOURCES STAKEHOLDER FORUM MEETINGMEETINGMEETINGMEETING    
 
 DATE:  Tuesday 19 November 2013 

 TIME:  11:00 

 VENUE: Coal of Africa Limited, Bryanston 

 

 

SHORT MINUTE NOTESSHORT MINUTE NOTESSHORT MINUTE NOTESSHORT MINUTE NOTES    

 

1111 OPENINGOPENINGOPENINGOPENING    AND WELCOMEAND WELCOMEAND WELCOMEAND WELCOME    

The meeting was opened by Cobus Bronn, COO of CoAL. He welcomed the participants.  

He summarised the purpose of the meeting as follows: 

� Discuss the items as listed in the letter dated 4 November 2013 

- Optimal management of water resources within the Vhembe district and Limpopo province 

- Achieving co-existence of conservation, agriculture and mining by implementing international / 

local best practice through sharing of information and collaboration 

- Strategic regional impact assessment 

- Creation of sustainable value for all stakeholders 

 

2222 ATTENATTENATTENATTENDANCEDANCEDANCEDANCE    

The meeting was attended by: 

� Phile van Zyl, ZZ2 and Vhembe Mineral Resources Stakeholder Forum (VMRSF) Chairperson 

� Christo Reeders, attorney for the VMRSF 

� Cobus Bronn, COO Coal of Africa Limited 

� Joe Mathebula, Chairperson of MbeuYashu 

� Mashudu Ramano, Chairman of stakeholder engagement committee (conference call) 

� Riaan van der Merwe, Mineral Resource Manager, Coal of Africa Limited 

� Florence Duval, Stakeholder and Corporate Affairs Manager, Coal of Africa Limited 

� Kumari Pillay, Safety and Sustainable Development  Manager, Coal of Africa Limited 

� Peter Marx, Project Manager, Coal of Africa Limited 

� Lizinda Dickson, Independent Public Participation Consultation, Naledi Development 

� Baldwin Khoza, Regulatory Affairs Manager 

  



2222    HIGH LEVEL OVERVIHIGH LEVEL OVERVIHIGH LEVEL OVERVIHIGH LEVEL OVERVIEW OF THE EW OF THE EW OF THE EW OF THE DISCUSSIONDISCUSSIONDISCUSSIONDISCUSSION    AND OUTCOMEAND OUTCOMEAND OUTCOMEAND OUTCOME 

 

� An extensive discussion was conducted on the background and overview of projects and processes 

including the following aspects: 

- The spatial division of the Greater Soutpansberg Projects into economical units called the 

Mopane, Chapudi and General Projects (see map below) 

- The Makhado project status 

- The legal entities in which the applications was launched (see diagam below) 

- Legislative framework in which the process is done 

- MbeuYashu’s approach in terms of their long term planning, which includes the Mining Right 

Applications, Feasibility and further studies.  The  National Environmental Management Act 

(NEMA) application and Water Use License in terms of the National Water Act (NWA)will  follow 

after the Feasibility Study is complete 

- The need to agree on joint information gathering prior to access to properties being allowed 

- The need for information on the status of each project in a single overview document 

- The need to identify any potential gaps, additional information or engagements requested by the 

Forum 

 

� For the sake of information sharing the status of the applications for the projects were summarised:  

- The Makhado Mine has gone through the application process. The company has received 

Environmental Authorisation in terms of NEMA and are awaiting Government decision on Mining 

Right grant in terms of the MPRDA and the Water Use License in terms of the NWA 

- The Mopane Mining Right Application was submitted in May 2013, and the 180 day term ended 

on 11 November 2013, at which time the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and 

Environmental Management Plan (EMP) were  submitted and made available to I&APs on 15 

November 2013. After this process,  the feasibility studies will be concluded, followed by  NEMA 

Environmental Authorisation and NWA - Water Use License applications. Florence Duval 

explained that the process was explained in Background Information Documents that was 

distributed to over 1,600 registered Interested and Affected Parties, via email, post and even 

sms’s and placed on websites. The Mopane EIA/EMP was made available on Friday last week and 

I&APs were informed again via email, post, sms, where a comment period have been provided 

until 7 February 2013. 

- The Chapudi Mining Right Applications was submitted in June 2013, and the 180 day term ends 

on 31 December 2013. This is when the Environmental Impact Assessment and Management Plan 

will be submitted and made available to I&APs in January 2014 for a 60 day comment period. 

After this process the feasibility studies will be concluded and thereafter NEMA Environmental 

Authorisation and National Water Act Water Use License applications. Invitations for the Chapudi 

Project Open Day has been sent out and will be held on 30 November 2013 at Tshipise Resort. 

- The Generaal Mining Right Applications was submitted in June / July 2013, and the 180 day term 

ends on 13 January 2014. This is when the EIA and EMP will be submitted and made available to 

I&AP’s, a week after submission, for a 60-day comment period. After this process, the feasibility 

studies will be concluded, followed by  NEMA Environmental Authorisation and NWA - Water Use 

License applications. The Generaal Open Day will be held on 7 December 2013 at the Tshipise 

Resort. 

-  



3 

 

 

Below a graphical description of the discussions held around the structure, projects and legal entities. 

 

 

� A detailed discussion was held around the legal and process framework of the MPRDA.  Mr Christo 

Reeders was of the opinion that the process was fundamentally flawed.  CoAL responded that those 

comments should be directed to the regulator.  CoAL confirmed that company was compliant within 

the tenets of the MPRDA, and would continue to comply with all the requirements and time frames 

as stipulated in the Act.  However, the company would continue to engage with stakeholders to 

ensure that there was a clear understanding of the processes.  

�  



�  

� The concerns regarding the water resources in the region were defined by Mr Phile van Zyl as follows: 

- We are all competing for the same water resources 

- We have a very sensitive water resource in terms of quality, raising the concern that  proposed 

(CoAL) activities will make it impossible for us to utilise the resource for our purpose 

- The water resources for all the projects are interlinked and will eventually influence each other, 

for example the Chapudi project lies exactly on a resource on which the VMRSF have conducted 

extensive studies . We are sure that if you do the type of mining you are proposing, we will not be 

able to continue with our activities (i.e. irrigation) 

- Concern raised that co-existence is not possible specifically around the zz2 irrigation farms. 

 

� A discussion on the Optimal management of water resources within the Vhembe district and 

Limpopo province as well as achieving co-existence of conservation, agriculture and mining through 

sharing of information and collaboration 

- The Mining Right Application process and the baseline impact assessments (as part of the 

legislative process) need to continue in parallel. The information obtained from this process can 

be utilised as a starting point for the joint study process to re-evaluate the projects in terms of a 

regional perspective, proposed mitigations, management measures and co-existence objectives. 

- The Forum indicated their willingness to share the studies conducted, and shared with Rio Tinto, 

on the ZZ2 properties on the principle that MbeuYashu / CoAL expand this study to the rest of the 

project areas, or alternatively compensate for the study costs.  

- The importance of collaboration is paramount to reach sustainable solutions, and a joint 

approach on mining in the region, which can be presented to Government. At that point,  those 

areas defined as too sensitive can then be motivated to Government for exclusion from mining in 

the future.  

- All should be mindful of the confidentiality of the information shared and as part of a 

collaborative approach appreciate the matter of non-disclosure at this time due to the sensitive 

nature of these projects. 

- The Vhembe Forum currently does not believe that co-existence is possible, but through 

collaboration and joint further studies believes that the parties can move toward, and come to, an 

agreement of co-existence 

 

3333 OUTCOME OF THE MEETINGOUTCOME OF THE MEETINGOUTCOME OF THE MEETINGOUTCOME OF THE MEETING    

 

The outcome of the discussion is as follows: 

� The Vhembe Forum believes that there is a general lack of understanding on the project division and 

status in terms of the legislated framework. This can be addressed in further engagement sessions 

planned 

� The Vhembe Forum requested a single document that provides the status of each application in 

terms of the legislative timeframes 

� The parties agree on collaboration and joint further regional studies  

� Agreed that a further discussion be held at the end of January 2014, once all the EIA reports for the 

projects are complete, to define the collaboration approach for conducting a joint study on the 

regional aspects 

 







1 

Meeting with the Waterpoort Community Development Trust 

06 December 2013 

 

 

               GREATER SOUTPANSBERG PROJECT: 
Minutes : Waterpoort Community Development Trust 

DATE:   Friday , 06 December 2013  
TIME:            14h30 – 16h00  
VENUE:          Waterpoort Police Station  
 

• ATTENDANCE 

Please see attached attendance register. 

• WELCOME 

All were welcomed by Mr Joe Mathebula, Chairperson, MbeuYashu 

• AGENDA 

Agenda was suggested and approved: 

• Opening Prayer 
• Welcome and Introductions  
• Summary of Engagement done to date 
• Discussions 
• Way forward and closure 

 

AGENDA ITEMS AND DISCUSSION 

NO AGENDA ITEM ACTION, 
RESPONSIBLE 

3.1 Welcome and Introductions 

 Mr Mathebula welcomed all present, and thanked the attendees for their 
attendance.  The CoAL/ MbeuYashu team introduced themselves.  Due to time 
constraints, no other introductions were done 
Mr Mathebula explained that this discussion was as a result of several letters 
received from Waterpoort Community Development Trust (WCDT).  These letters 
included requests that they be included in the consultation process, and request for 

JM 
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Meeting with the Waterpoort Community Development Trust 

06 December 2013 

 

AGENDA ITEMS AND DISCUSSION 

NO AGENDA ITEM ACTION, 
RESPONSIBLE 

participation in broader socio-economic benefits. 

In addition, notification has been provided to the company that the company can 
now deal directly with them, as they are no longer retaining the services of their 
attorney. 

Mr Mathebula explained that the consultation and stakeholder engagement process 
within the Minerals and Petroleum Development Act (MPRDA) is clearly defined.  It 
states that anyone who has registered as an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) 
has the right to be consulted. The company’s policy of engagement states that it 
must abide and adhere strictly to the letter of the law, to ensure that we do not 
create any problems. 

If there was previously any misunderstanding, he urged everybody to put it in the 
past , and begin to look to the future. 

At the outset, Mr Mathebula stated categorically that it is not the responsibility of 
the company to recognize any community as it is  the role of government, in 
particular, the Department of Rural Development and the Regional Land Claims 
Commission. 

He clarified that the main reason for the consultation on the day was on the basis 
that the individuals represented today, were in fact interested and affected parties. 
(I&AP’s).  The engagement therefore, is on that basis. 

The meeting was in fulfillment of a commitment made at the meeting held in 
Tshipise on 29 November 2013 to engage, and to get further clarity through 
baseline studies to understand the background of the individuals with whom we are 
dealing.  He indicated that It was critical,, that there was clear understanding 
between both parties so that there would be no misunderstanding or conflict going 
forward. 

He added that the Mbeuyashu consultation process is not only to comply, but also 
to go beyond compliance, and through that process, not seek to incite unnecessary 
uprising or conflict.  This is the beginning of the journey, as we move along in a 
spirit of openness and transparency. 

 
3.2 Summary of Engagements and Discussions done to date 

 Ms Florence Duval, Group Corporate Affairs from CoAL, presented the 
engagement between the WCDT to date. 
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Meeting with the Waterpoort Community Development Trust 

06 December 2013 

 

AGENDA ITEMS AND DISCUSSION 

NO AGENDA ITEM ACTION, 
RESPONSIBLE 

Two letters were received in  November  2013: 

• The first letter advised CoAL about the composition and constitution of the 
WCDT. 

• The second letter requested that the WCDT be considered for participation  
in all the elements of the Mining Charter 
 

Ms Duval explained there are primarily two groups who should be consulted : 
• Community groups 
• Interested and Affected Parties who could be : 

o Landowners (on property area, neighbouring and adjacent) 
o Farm Workers 
o Labour tenants 
o Interest and advocacy groups 
o Authorities – local, regional, provincial and national 

 
An explanation on the process followed when identifying communities who should 
be engaged. was given.  The company consulted with the Department of Rural 
Development and Land Affairs, as well as the Regional Land Claims Commission.  
Communities who were affected, and possibly interested in the project were 
identified, and their names provided : 

• Tshivhula 
• Leshivha 
• Musekwa 
• Mamuhohi 
• Nedondwe 
• Nethengwe 
• Nemamilwe 
• Mulambwane 

 
A detailed explanation of the letters of response which had been prepared by CoAL 
was given, and was then recorded as part of the meeting.   
 
She added that a baseline study would be required to determine who they were, 
how were they constituted, how many households there were etc.   
 
Until such time that this information was received, and discussed with the 
individuals and government authorities, the company would continue to engage 
with the individuals as interested and affected parties. 
. 

FD 

3.3 Discussion 
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Meeting with the Waterpoort Community Development Trust 

06 December 2013 

 

AGENDA ITEMS AND DISCUSSION 

NO AGENDA ITEM ACTION, 
RESPONSIBLE 

 David Masindi 

He introduced himself as a rep of WCDT.  He explained that the people of 
Waterpoort have been residing there for a number of years.  They have seen 
changes of farm owners, some people lost their jobs, some moved from Waterpoort 
due to employment opportunities elsewhere,yet others still reside there, even 
though they may no longer be employed there.  There is a school, which is not well 
developed, so their kids attend  schools in other villages as well.. 

Philemon Maphari 

The Maphari people are the indigenous people of Watepoort, when the early 
farmers arrived; they found the Maphari people residing there. 

Farms were sub divided in their presence.  Ultimately, they form part of the bigger 
clan of Vhatwanamba, and their claims have been incorporated into those of the 
Vhatwanamba,  They have a traditional council which is in the process of being 
finalised by government as some Chiefs were disempowered during the time when 
farms were taken away from them.  Most have burial sites on the farms. 
Government is in the process of restoring land to people through the restitution 
process. 

Samuel Tshivhula 

He expressed his excitement that CoAL has come to attend to their issues. As 
soon as they heard about the mining development, they started preparing 
themselves. Rio Tinto started with the process and gave them direction. 

They would want CoAL to conduct a household survey or audit, so that each 
household can be verified, and the information validated.  They did not believe that 
they were well treated at  the meeting held in Tshipise. They pleaded with CoAL to 
treat them correctly. 

He voiced the concern that the Heritage Sites identified through specialist studies 
for Chapudi project did not take them into account as they were not consulted. 

Some of the people who reside in Waterpoort are old, some illiterate, some are 
unable to walk, and some don’t even have access to radios. Many people could 
not attend the meeting because of work commitments and transport challenges. 

Sam Basaya 

He introduced himself as being from Mamelodi in Pretoria, but he was born in 
Waterpoort in 1949. There is a much bigger community, he said, than those who 
were represented at the meeting.  People left the area, seeking better opportunities 
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Meeting with the Waterpoort Community Development Trust 

06 December 2013 

 

AGENDA ITEMS AND DISCUSSION 

NO AGENDA ITEM ACTION, 
RESPONSIBLE 

elsewhere.   

He expressed his appreciation to CoAL for holding the meeting, as there were 
many issues which could not be discussed at a public meeting like one held at 
Tshipise. 

He gave details on Lucky Ngale’s engagement with them, and he offered to share 
all the information and documentation submitted at that time.  They have engaged 
with DMR and are in possession of a letter from them.  They are prepared to 
engage further with CoAL. 

Mr Mathebula then summarized the issues raised to that point: 

• Confirmed that this was a new beginning, and all the information collected 
to date, whether through the company or its consultants should be collated.  
It was critical to share information to enable both parties to move forward.  

• Mining is still a long time away, with anticipated commencement in 2020, if 
all the licences and authorisations are granted.  At that point, mining will 
only commence.  As stated at Tshipise, it will not commence tomorrow. 

• The baseline studies are a critical component of the process, and any 
information which the groups have, would be valuable in terms of the 
development of such studies. 

Thuwani Enos Leshivha 

He was born in 1944, he explained, and has lived in the area from the time that the 
farm was owned by Mr Wright.  There are people who say that there are no people 
at Waterpoort which is not correct as he is one of those who live in the area. 

Mashudu Albert Leshiba 

I have heard community names being mentioned.  Where has this information 
come from? In the light of the information which has been shared, how is the 
company going to engage with them? 

David Masindi 

Raised the issue of transport, and asked for clarity. 

Mr Mathebula then summarized the issued raised to that point: 

He confirmed that there was a need for baseline studies.  Engagement would 
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Meeting with the Waterpoort Community Development Trust 

06 December 2013 

 

AGENDA ITEMS AND DISCUSSION 

NO AGENDA ITEM ACTION, 
RESPONSIBLE 

continue with individuals who reside in the area as interested and affected parties. 

The issues raised around transport and logistics would be looked into, and would 
be discussed.   

The company would engage with government departments once it was in 
possession of all the documents that were discussed at the meeting. 

Mr Tshivhula 

He questioned whether the company was concerned about the fact that they could 
not access all the farms.  This could pose a risk the integrity of the information 
around graves and heritage sites which have not been identified. 

Mr Mathebula then summarized the issued raised to that point: 

The company would check in the archives for all the information compiled by the 
company and its consultants to date.  The company will go back to government 
once it has received all the information. 

 

3.4 Closing Remarks 

Mr Mathebula reiterated that the company does not have the power nor the ability to recognize any 
community as it is the responsibility and role of government.  The company will be guided by the laws 
regarding this issue.  He confirmed that the discussion was on the basis of Interested and Affected 
Parties. 

He expressed appreciation for the spirit of the meeting, and looked forward more such collaborative 
engagement. 

Ms Duval thanked all for attending, and confirmed that a record of the meeting would be disseminated.  
CoAL’s response to the letters were also handed over. 

She confirmed that until such time that a different directive was given by government, the attendees 
would be engaged as Interested and Affected Parties. 

The meeting was closed in prayer. 
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Meeting with the Waterpoort Community Development Trust 

06 December 2013 

3.4   Action items  

NO ACTIVITY RESPONSIBLE DEADLINE STATUS 

1 Provide letters to communities FD 06 December Completed – handed 
over  

2 Respond on transport and 
logistics 

FD 30 January 
2014 

In progress 

3 Sharing of Information: 

• Individuals from 
Waterpoort to provide all 
the information in their 
possession 

• CoAL to provide all the 
information in their 
possession 

All 30 March 
2014 

To commence 

4 Clarity to be sought from 
government  

FD 30 March 
2013 

To commence 
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GREATER SOUTPANSBERG PROJECT: CHAPUDI PROJECT 

PUBLIC OPEN DAY 

 

Date:  30 November 2013 

Time:  9:00 -17h00 

Place:  Tshipise Forever Resort Conference Centre 

 

1 OPENING 

 

The meeting was opened by Mr Eddie Mashau, who introduced himself as the independent facilitator for the 

meeting. He encouraged the following rules of engagement for the day: 

 We encourage constructive and collaborative engagement 

 All views and inputs are valuable and will be acknowledged 

 Respect each other when speaking 

 Keep to the Agenda 

 All comments and questions must be directed through the facilitator 

 Questions in mother tongue are welcome 

 When commenting please introduce yourself and the organisation you represent  

 Cell phones to be placed on silent or off 

 

2 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

 

Welcome and Introductions was done by Mr Joe Mathebula, the Chairperson of MbeuYashu. He presented the 

following key points: 

 In April 2012, CoAL completed the acquisition of exploration properties in the Soutpansberg Coalfield from 

Rio Tinto Minerals Development which are held in Chapudi Coal (Pty) Ltd and Kwezi Mining Exploration 

(Pty) Ltd 

 A Broad Based Black Economic Empowerment deal was concluded with Rothe Investments (Pty) Ltd, to 

form a company called MbeuYashu, meaning “our seed”.  Rothe Investments holds 26% of MbeuYashu, with 

CoAL owning 74% 

 The most recent studies reveal that it is critical that South Africa leverages its mining potential in order to 

achieve the economic growth required to drive socio economic transformation 

 MbeuYashu seeks to partner with government to: 

– Drive socio-economic transformation in the Limpopo Province through broad based ownership, job 

creation, and our local preferential procurement policy 



– Ensure the co-existence of agriculture, mining, biodiversity and conservation through partnerships 

and collaboration 

– Create opportunities to facilitate the objectives of the National Development Plan  

 Benefits of Mining: Even during a period of economic downturn, mining continues to contribute to the 

overall economic health of any nation, globally through: 

 Direct Benefits: 

o Employment and output of mining companies 

 Indirect Benefits: 

o Effect of upstream suppliers to mining – contractors and companies providing input to 

mining companies 

 Induced Benefits: 

o Spending by mining and supplier employees. There are studies that demonstrate that for 

every 1 job created, 27 dependants are supported 

 Concluding Remarks 

 Our mandate and policy is not to destroy other economic sectors which have been the backbone of our 

economy for hundreds of years, like agriculture, but rather to collaborate towards co-existence.  To 

achieve this, we have committed to the development of a collaborative Regional Environmental Impact 

Study, which will incorporate all the key role players. 

 In the words of Albert Einstein, “The problems we face cannot be solved at the same level of thinking we 

were when we first created them” 

 In conclusion, we are guided by the quote of Amilcar Cabral that says: “Tell no lies, claim no easy 

victories, and mask no difficulties.”  

 

3 PURPOSE OF THE MEETING 

 

Mr Riaan van der Merwe, Mineral Resource Manager of CoAL, provided the purpose of the meeting as follows: 

 Provide an Overview of MbeuYashu and CoAL 

 Provide an Overview of the Chapudi Project 

 Provide an Overview of the Regulatory Processes 

 Share high-level results of the Environmental Impact Assessment and Management Programme 

 Provide an opportunity for stakeholders to raise questions, make comments and get clarification 

 

4 HISTORY AND OVERVIEW 

 

Mr Cobus Bronn, Chief Operating Officer of CoAL presented the CoAL overview and Repositioning Strategy: 

 CoAL is a South African company listed on the Johannesburg, London and Australian Stock Exchange 

 The Company’s  new management team launched its Repositioning Strategy on 1 June 2013, which focuses 

on 5 key strategic priorities: 

 Strategic Investor – completed in February 2013. (US$ 100 Million invested) 

 Restructuring of Thermal Assets  - Mooiplaats on Care and Maintenance  (completed August 2013) , sale 

of Non-core assets – Woestalleen and Opgoedenhoop (in progress) 

 Reduction of  staff and overhead by 30% - completed in July 2013  

 Confirmation of Product Quality at Vele Colliery and Board Approval of Plant Modification Phase 2 

 Makhado Funding and Regulatory Approvals 



 The company has been in a process of transition over the past few months, moving from an exploration, 

development and operational company to a project development company  

 The vision of the company is to create sustainable value for all its stakeholders, while responsibly producing 

7 million tonnes of CoAL per annum 

 The company has a pipeline of high quality coking coal projects: Vele, Makhado and Greater Soutpansberg, 

and is in the process of identification of strategic investors to fund the expansion strategy of Vele, and the 

Makhado project 

 MbeuYashu submitted mining right applications for the Chapudi Project in May 2013, and received the 

acceptance letter from Department of Mineral Resources (“DMR”) in July 2013 

 The Project is currently in the Environmental Impact Assessment phase, and public participation is on-

going 

 The Public Participation Process has identified the need for a Regional Environmental Impact Study, to 

understand the cumulative impact of all activities in the region 

 MbeuYashu has committed to participate in a collaborative approach for the development of such a study 

which will include Government and local stakeholders 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Mr Mashudu Ramano, Chairman of MbeuYashu Social and Ethics Committee presented MbeuYashu Stakeholder 

Strategy and Vision as follows: 

Remind us: 

 About Coal/MbeuYashu’s Stakeholder Vision  

 that just like Agriculture, Fishing and Forestry, Mining is 

 a fundamental socio-economic activity in society i.e.. All societies in one 

 form or the other extract/harvest resources, materials from nature to meet their needs and 

 Share Information about MbeuYashu/Coal’s Sustainable Mining policy and framework 

 

 
 



 
 

So What does this mean for the Chapudi Project from our  perspective? 

 The question is not whether to mine or not to mine? The question is how do we mine in a manner 

 that  is sustainable 

 that creates and optimizes value  for all the stakeholders and 

 minimizes the adverse effects of mining on the people and the planet? 

 So what is our sustainable mining policy and framework? 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

5 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 

Prof Willem van Riet, presented the work done to date at a Regional Scale: 

 
 

 

Mr Peter Marx, Project Manager for CoAL, presented the Greater Soutpansberg Project and in more detail the 

Chapudi Project: 



 

 

 
 

Bulk Water Sources: 

 The water supply to the mine will come from the following sources: 

 Groundwater Seepage into the mining pits 

 Storm water run-off impounded on site 

 An external water source piped to site 

 Storm water run-off is seasonal and therefore not a sustainable source of water.  

 The groundwater resources in the area are limited, and therefore also not a sustainable option 

 As part of the GSP Scoping study, a number of bulk water sources have been investigated, such as treated 

sewage effluent from Musina/Makhado towns, buy-out of irrigation rights, increasing the height of the 

Nzhelele dam wall, etc 



 During the pre- and feasibility phases a collaborative regional study will be conducted to evaluate the best 

possible solutions for all the stakeholders 

 

6 IMPLEMENTATION PLAN AND MPRDA REGULATED PROCESS  

Mr Baldwin Khosa, Regulatory Affairs Manager for CoAL presented the Mineral and Petroleum Resource 

Development Act Regulatory process pertaining to the Environmental Impact Assessment and Management 

Programme as well as Public Participation Processes: 

 

 

 
 

 
  



 

7 ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC IMPACT ASSESSMENT  

 

Marietjie Eksteen, Independent Environmental Practitioner and Lizinda Dickson, Independent Socio-economic 

specialist and Public Participation Manager joint presented the Environmental Impact Assessment and Management 

Plan Report:  

 

Specialist Team 

Soil and Land Use Capability Gudani Consulting - EcoSoil Consortium 
Surface and Groundwater WSM Leshika Consulting (Pty) Ltd 
Biodiversity Phaki Phakanani Environmental Consultants 
Aquatic Systems  Scientific Aquatic Services 
Noise Gudani Consulting 
Air Quality Royal Haskoning DHV 
Heritage Resources Mbofho Consulting and Projects 
Socio-Economic Naledi Development Restructured (Pty) Ltd 
Macro-Economic Mosaka Economic Consultants cc 
 

 

 
 

 

7.1 Knowledge Gaps and Assumptions 

 

 Access Constraints 

 Numerous previous studies available: 

o SRK baseline studies for portion of MRA area 

o Groundwater data from recent studies 

o Water Affairs NGDB database (historical data) 

 Groundwater data was however difficult to verify due to limited field measurements 

 Limited socio-economic surveys obtained from landowners 

 Time Constraints 

 Due to time constraints stipulated in MPRDA (180 days), survey undertaken during dry season only 

 Further data collection required for biodiversity, aquatic and surface water studies 

  



 

7.2 Groundwater Study 

 
 

Groundwater Impact, Unmitigated 

 Dewatering will result in a lowering of the water table (cone of depression) around the mine pits, extending 

for up to 25 kilometres at the end of life of mine 

 Reductions in water available for abstraction and discharge (springs) within radius of influence 

 A reduction in water available for evapotranspiration 

 Contamination of groundwater down gradient of mining activities – seepage from stockpiles / dirty water 

dams 

 Mixing of good and poor quality aquifers down gradient of mining activities 

 

 



 
 

Groundwater Mitigation 

 Revision and phasing in of mining schedules on a regional basis to reduce the radius of influence 

 Placing of carbonaceous material at the bottom of the pit to improve potential decant quality 

 Lining of carbonaceous stockpiles and dirty water dams to prevent seepage 

 Ongoing monitoring to determine impacts and to verify long-term prediction modelling 

 

7.3 Biodiversity 

 

 



 
 

Biodiversity Mitigation 

 Minimise surface disturbance as far as possible 

 Species Rescue, Relocation and Re-introduction Plan 

 Develop Biodiversity Action Plan, including avifauna 

 Provide animal crossings along linear infrastructure 

 Maintain important ecological corridors as far as possible 

 Environmental monitoring, including plant moisture stress 

 Fencing of mining areas 

 Environmental Awareness Programme – employees and communities 

 

7.4 Surface Water 

 

 
 

Impact on Surface Water, Unmitigated 

 Impact on surface water yield (runoff) 

 Impact on riverine vegetation due to reduced runoff 

 Impact on 1:100 year flood-lines and drainage lines 

 Impact on important wetland and aquatic systems 

 Incidental spillages (dirty water, hydrocarbons, product) or failures in the storm water management system 

will lead to pollution 

 In the long term, decant may occur which will cause pollution 

 

Surface Water Mitigation Measures 



 Divert clean runoff around mining area to reduce impact on yield 

 Maintain a buffer zone of 100m from the 1:100 year flood-line to reduce impact on aquatic systems 

 Revise mining footprint to avoid above buffer zone 

 Reposition surface infrastructure and stockpiles to avoid drainage lines and sensitive wetlands 

 Design water management infrastructure for 1:50 year flood event 

 Lining of dirty water infrastructure to prevent any seepage to surface water 

 Ongoing surface water and aquatic (bio) monitoring 

 

 
 

7.5 Heritage and Cultural Resources 

 
 

Heritage Resources Mitigation 

 Develop and implement Heritage Management Plan once the mining plans have been finalised 

 Avoid heritage sites as far as possible and fence / demarcate sites that will not be impacted 

 Record all sites that will be impacted by mining activities and obtain necessary permits for destruction 

 Relocate burial sites in consultation with next-of-kin in line with the relevant legislation and procedures 

 Ongoing monitoring by heritage specialist of areas to be disturbed for any unidentified sites 

  



 

7.6 Sensitive Receptors 

 
 

Sensitive Receptors Impacts, Unmitigated 

 Increased dust fallout due to mining operations and blasting 

 Impact on regional air quality 

 Increased ambient noise levels 

 Impact on cultural and heritage resources 

 Visual / aesthetics 

 Lighting – sky glow 

 Safety risks – increased traffic / blasting 

 

Sensitive Receptors Mitigation 

 Surfacing of roads, limiting vehicle speeds 

 Dust suppression – surface surfactant (Dustex), water misters at transfer points/stockpiles 

 Noise suppression devices on heavy vehicles / noisy equipment 

 Cladding of noisy equipment and plants 

 Stockpiles to be compacted and vegetated 

 Noise and visual barriers where appropriate 

 Landscaping and rehabilitation of permanent stockpile areas 

 Blasting and Evacuation Procedure 

 Community Safety and Traffic Management Procedure 

 Directional lighting / luminaries to reduce spill light and glare 



 Avoidance of and/or covering of high lighting masts 

 

7.7 Socio-economic 

 

Baseline 

 Located within Ward 21 of the Makhado Local Municipal area 

 High Government dependency 

 Unemployment at 20% (14,000 people in the municipal area) 

 No and very low income 12.4% of households (similar to Limpopo) 

 Local area 

 Land use of affected areas mixed between hunting, game farming, ecotourism and intensive agriculture 

especially along the Sand River 

 Communities in proximity to the area include Waterpoort Town, Soja Village, Waterpoort Property 

Labour Tenant village, Mamvuka Village 
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9 CLOSING REMARKS 

 

Mr Joe Mathebula, Chairperson of MbeuYashu thanked all Interested and Affected Parties present and welcomed 

them to further submit written questions, issues and comments. He thanked everyone for their attendance and 

participation. The meeting was closed at 16:00. 
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APPENDIX A7: COMMENTS, RESPONSES AND 

REGISTRATION FORMS 





 

From: Ackerman Pieter [mailto:AckermanP@dwa.gov.za]  
Sent: 16 July 2013 01:24 PM 

To: 'Greater Soutpansberg Project E-mail Address' 

Cc: Meulenbeld Paul 
Subject: Comments on BID 

 
Good day Lizinda 
  
At this stage our comments include: 

1.      Water Use Authorisation to be applied for and obtained.  Section 21 (c) and (I) questionnaire 

to be completed. 
2.      Sand River at Waterpoort together with tributaries to be excluded from the mine. 
3.      Mutumbu River to be excluded from the mine. 
4.      Soutpansberg mountain springs and fountains to be excluded from the mine. 
5.      Mining to be excluded from the mountain itself.  Mining only to be allowed from the foot 

onwards to the north. 
6.      More legible and detail Master Plans to be supplied. 
7.      Detail pollution plume models to be provided.  Geohydrological studies to be submitted. 
8.      Regional groundwater to the projected point of impact to be addressed. 
9.      Detail Stormwater management Plans to be provided. 
10.   EIA/ EMP’s to be provided. 
11.   Details of water treatment to be provided. 
12.   Detail of water sources to be provided 
13.   Details of waste management to be provided. 
14.   Ecological risk assessments to be provided. 
15.   PES, EIS of watercourses to be provided. 
16.   Reserve to be addressed. 

All the best. 
  
Pieter Ackerman (PrLArch) 
Department of Water Affairs and Forestry (DWA) 
Sub Directorate Environment and Recreation (E&R) 
Tel:  012 336 8217 
Cell:  082 807 3512 
Fax:  012 336 6608 
  
 



     

 
 

 

 

 

CHAPUDICHAPUDICHAPUDICHAPUDI    PROJECTPROJECTPROJECTPROJECT        

 

02 August 2013 

Dear P Ackerman, 

Department of Water Affairs 

 

WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEVED ON THE NOTIFICATION OF THE MINING RIGHT APPLICATION FOR 

THE CHAPUDI  PROJECT 

 

Coal of Africa Limited (‘’CoAL’’) and Rothe Investments (Pty) Ltd (“Rothe”) who jointly own 100% of 

MbeuYashu would like to thank you for your participation / comments provided to date in the Chapudi 

Project MPRDA process. 

 

We take note of your comments and will address this in detail in the Environmental Impact Assessment and 

Management Plan (EIA/EMP) for the Chapudi Project.  Amongst others, the following is planned for the EIA 

Phase: 

 

Groundwater: 

� Define the aquifer characteristics and develop a conceptual model of the groundwater regime. 

� Set up a numerical groundwater model based on the conceptual model developed. 

� Model the impact of mining on the groundwater system, determining inflows to the pits and water 

level variations over the life of mine. 

� Determine the groundwater/surface water interaction with specific reference to the Sand River and 

the interaction with the alluvial aquifer. 

Surface water: 

� 1:100 flood-lines for all major streams / rivers 

� Clean & dirty water separation / storm water management plans 

� Impact on water quality & quantity as a result of mining 

� Water monitoring programme 

Aquatic systems: 

� Delineation of rivers and wetlands 

� Determination of PES/EIS of wetlands and water courses 

Biodiversity: 



� Ecosystem services of the Chapudi Project area 

� Biodiversity proxy (sensitivity) of the Chapudi Project area 

� Protected / conservation areas 

 

The layout of the proposed mining and infrastructure layout plans will be revisited once the above impact 

assessments are completed.  In general the following principles will apply: 

� All mining and infrastructure will be placed outside of the 1:100 year flood line of major streams / 

rivers 

No activities within environmentally sensitive / protected areas 

 

Thank you for your contribution.  Please do not hesitate to contact us for any further clarification. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

 

LIZINDA DICKSON 

Public Participation Manager 

(Naledi Development (Pty) Ltd) 

Tel: (012) 543 9093, Fax: 0862361672; coal.gsp@gmail.com 
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02 August 2013 

Dear Me J I Buitendag,  

 

WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEVED ON THE NOTIFICATION OF MINING RIGHT APPLICATION FOR 

CHAPUDI PROJECT 

 

Coal of Africa Limited (‘’CoAL’’) and Rothe Investments (Pty) Ltd (“Rothe”) who jointly own 100% of 

MbeuYashu would like to thank you for your participation comments provided to date in the Chapudi Project 

MPRDA process. 

 

Your comments have been received and have been taken into consideration.  In short please find a response 

to your contribution below:   

 

� It is not anticipated that the water rights of King’s Kloof will be affected.  This will be confirmed 

during further surface and groundwater impact studies planned for the EIA Phase. 

� The proposed routes for the Eskom power lines do not impede on Kings Kloof.   This power line is not 

erected for and by CoAL. 

 

Thank you for your contribution.  Please do not hesitate to contact us for any further clarification. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

 

LIZINDA DICKSON 

Public Participation Manager 

(Naledi Development (Pty) Ltd) 

Tel: (012) 543 9093, Fax: 0862361672; coal.gsp@gmail.com 
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fransis

From: Peter Marx [Peter.Marx@coalofafrica.com]
Sent: 05 August 2013 18:20
To: Rowena Slack; Vanessa Viljoen; Carien <carien@naledidev.co.za> 

(carien@naledidev.co.za); Lizinda Grobbelaar; Florence Duval; Marietjie Eksteen Eksteen 
(marietjie@jacanacc.co.za)

Subject: FW: Re:

 
 
Peter Marx 
Greater Soutpansberg Project 
 
Coal of Africa Limited 
2nd Floor, Gabba Building, The Campus 57 Sloane Street, Bryanston, 2021 
Tel: +27 11 575 4363 | DL: 
Fax: +27 86 672 6868 | Mobile: +27 82 337 5553 
 
mailto:Peter.Marx@coalofafrica.com 
www.coalofafrica.com 
 
Disclaimer 
This e-mail is intended only for the person to whom it is addressed. If an addressing or 
transmission error has misdirected this e-mail, please notify the author by replying to 
this e-mail.  If you are not the intended recipient you may not use, disclose, print or 
rely on this e-mail. Coal of Africa Limited may monitor outgoing and incoming e-mails and 
other telecommunications on its e-mail and telecommunications systems. If this e-mail is 
not related to the business of Coal of Africa Limited, it is sent by the above named in 
their individual, non-business capacity and is not on behalf of Coal of Africa Limited. 
 
-----Original Message----- 
From: Peter Marx 
Sent: 05 August 2013 06:19 PM 
To: 'joan Buitendag' 
Subject: RE: Re: 
 
Thank you Joan, 
 
It was merely a suggestion whereby I thought you could benefit from the information we 
would have made available to you. We will however honour your wishes. 
 
Can you please confirm that you have received an email from Meritjie Eksteen? 
 
Kind Regards. 
 
Peter Marx 
Greater Soutpansberg Project 
 
Coal of Africa Limited 
2nd Floor, Gabba Building, The Campus 57 Sloane Street, Bryanston, 2021 
Tel: +27 11 575 4363 | DL: 
Fax: +27 86 672 6868 | Mobile: +27 82 337 5553 
 
mailto:Peter.Marx@coalofafrica.com 
www.coalofafrica.com 
 
Disclaimer 
This e-mail is intended only for the person to whom it is addressed. If an addressing or 
transmission error has misdirected this e-mail, please notify the author by replying to 
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this e-mail.  If you are not the intended recipient you may not use, disclose, print or 
rely on this e-mail. Coal of Africa Limited may monitor outgoing and incoming e-mails and 
other telecommunications on its e-mail and telecommunications systems. If this e-mail is 
not related to the business of Coal of Africa Limited, it is sent by the above named in 
their individual, non-business capacity and is not on behalf of Coal of Africa Limited. 
-----Original Message----- 
From: joan Buitendag [mailto:zbergdevmining@gmail.com] 
Sent: 05 August 2013 05:02 PM 
To: Peter Marx 
Subject: Re: 
 
Good day Peter, 
 
after your visit to King's Kloof, and discussions, regarding water and electricity, the 
management of Z-Berg Development Corporation came to the conclusion that the water on 
King's Kloof should be reserved for mining on King's Kloof and should not be linked to any 
other mining companies. 
 
There-for we will not give any permission to Coal of Africa to enter on King's Kloof to do 
a study on our water. 
 
We regret this and hope that you will find this in order. 
 
Regards, 
 
Joan Buitendag 
Z-Berg Development Corporation (Pty) Ltd. 
 
On 8/1/13, Peter Marx <Peter.Marx@coalofafrica.com> wrote: 
> 
> 
> 
> Sent from Samsung Mobile 
> 
> ______________________________________________________________________ 
> This outbound email has been scanned by the IS Mail Control service. 
> For more information please visit http://www.is.co.za  
> ______________________________________________________________________ 
> 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
This inbound email has been scanned by the IS Mail Control service. 
For more information please visit http://www.is.co.za 
______________________________________________________________________ 
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02 August 2013 

Dear Mr P W A Espach,  

 

WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEVED ON THE NOTIFICATION OF MINING RIGHT APPLICATION FOR 

CHAPUDI PROJECT 

 

Coal of Africa Limited (‘’CoAL’’) and Rothe Investments (Pty) Ltd (“Rothe”) who jointly own 100% of 

MbeuYashu would like to thank you for your participation comments provided to date in the Chapudi Project 

MPRDA process. 

 

Your comments have been received and have been taken into consideration.  In response to your comments 

please find a short response: 

• Detailed surface and groundwater investigations will be conducted during the EIA Phase to identify 

current land and water use, as well as the potential impact thereon as a result of the proposed mining 

activities.  Your contribution will be fed to our water specialist to assist with their investigations. 

• Detailed fauna and flora surveys will be conducted during the EIA Phase to identify all rare and protected 

species within the proposed MRA area.  Your contribution will be fed to our biodiversity specialist to 

assist with their investigations. 

 

Also refer to the response provided to the Waterpoort Mining Committee which is repeated below for your 

convenience:   

 

1. Water and Waste Management Aspects 

A detailed groundwater impact assessment will be undertaken by WSM Leshika in conjunction with AGES 

during the EIA Phase, and will include the following: 

� Define the aquifer characteristics and develop a conceptual model of the groundwater regime. 

� Set up a numerical groundwater model based on the conceptual model developed. 

� Model the impact of mining on the groundwater system, determining inflows to the pits and water 

level variations over the life of mine. 

� Determine the groundwater/surface water interaction with specific reference to the Sand River and 

the interaction with the alluvial aquifer. 



Special attention will be given to the potential mixing of saline and fresh groundwater zones, e.g. during 

mining of the Chapudi West Section a dewatering cone will form around the pit area which could result in 

inflow from the surrounding saline alluvial aquifer (fed from the salt pans), resulting in the cross 

contamination of the lower fresh water aquifers. 

 

2. Air, Noise and Visual Pollution 

During the EIA Phase an air quality assessment of the operational phases of the proposed project will be 

undertaken by evaluating (where possible) both fugitive and point source emissions, utilising the AerMod 

View dispersion model to predict the off-site air quality impacts. Pollutants that will be assessed from mining 

activities are Particulate Matter and Nuisance Dust, sources to be investigated include all stack emissions, 

and fugitive sources such as exposed storage piles, material transfer activities and vehicle entrained dust. 

An assessment of compliance will be conducted using available health risk screening levels obtained for the 

pollutants identified. Comparison will be made to both locally and internationally available health risk levels 

for these pollutants.  Once impacts have been identified, recommendations will be made highlighting the 

methods available to be implemented to limit these impacts. 

 

During the EIA Phase, a noise impact assessment will be performed by Gudani Consulting.  The purpose of an 

environmental noise impact assessment is to determine and quantify the acoustical impact on the 

surrounding environment and identified noise-sensitive developments using a sound propagation model 

known as the Concave model, as defined in SANS 10357:2004.  In addition, the noise emission into the 

environment due to additional traffic will be calculated using the sound propagation model described in 

SANS 10210. The result will be a quantification of projected noise levels considering the likely and projected 

ambient sound levels.  The significance will be determined considering the defined magnitude of the noise 

level, the extent as well as the duration of the projected noise impact, as well as the probability that this 

impact may take place. The total projected cumulative noise level will be compared to the appropriate 

acceptable rating levels as defined in SANS 10103:2008.  Should the significance of the impact be high, 

recommendations will be made regarding the implementation of reasonable mitigation measures to reduce 

the impact. 

 

The potential impact associated with blasting will be addressed in the EIA Phase. 

 

The potential visual impact will be addressed in the EIA Phase. Detail visual impact modelling will only be 

conducted after completion of the Feasibility Study. 

 

3. MPRDA Process and Mining Right Area 

Any agreements will be incorporated into a legal contract.  Should CoAL sell the company, these contracts 

will still be binding under law. 

 

4. Socio-Economic Aspects 

CoAL does not support the establishment of new mining towns; the company will look at existing towns and 

the sourcing of local labour. For example at Vele the contractors that operate the mine have strict 



requirements that they employ local people. In the beginning of a mine you need people with skills while 

training people. At Vele, 82% of the labourers are local. There is a Bus service that runs from Musina every 

day.  The impact on influx of employment seekers will be evaluated as part of the Social Impact Assessment. 

 

During the EIA Phase an economic impact assessment will be performed by Mosaka Economists.  The focus 

of the economic impact analysis is macro-economic, stressing linkages between the project and the 

remainder of the relevant economy.  Environmental externalities may affect other economic sectors and are 

included in the tools of the macro-economic impact assessment.  Also, the local, regional and national socio-

economic impact is assessed.  It is necessary to establish a baseline for the current economic activities in and 

adjacent to the Chapudi Project area and do an estimation of the potential impact of the proposed 

development.  Issues to be investigated and reported upon, include: 

� Possible impacts on local population including the quality of life; 

� Impacts on the natural environment and associated costs including the cost of possible mitigation 

measures; 

� Potential impacts on the local municipality, the Limpopo Province and South Africa as an entity; and 

� The economic sustainability of the project taking into consideration the associated economic risks. 

As such a comparison of the impacts that the project will have on the agricultural sector will be weighed 

against the positive economic development that the project will bring to the region, as is essential in projects 

of this nature.  This will be performed in current monetary units and converted to macro-economic 

parameters like Gross Domestic Product (GDP), Employment and Payments to Households.   

 

CoAL is working with the Limpopo Government to define the infrastructure requirements for all land uses 

and industries.  This will form part of a feasibility study to ensure that the necessary infrastructure is 

established to ensure that no sector of the society is negatively affected by new development 

 

CoAL is in the process of compiling the Valuation Policy as discussed at the Mopane Landowners Committee.  

This will be applicable to all the GSP Projects. 

 

In terms of your proposal regarding a Trust, due consideration will be given by CoAL on this positive concept. 

 

5. Public Participation 

The commenting period on the Background Information Document is the first opportunity for comment. 

Further comment periods will be available on the Scoping Report and the Environmental Impact Assessment 

and Management Programme, as well as opportunities on the Public meeting to raise concerns. In parallel to 

these formal opportunities, stakeholders are always welcome to submit letters with comments / concerns 

that needs to receive attention. 

 

Thank you for your contribution.  Please do not hesitate to contact us for any further clarification. 

 

Best Regards, 



 

 

LIZINDA DICKSON 

Public Participation Manager 

(Naledi Development (Pty) Ltd) 

Tel: (012) 543 9093, Fax: 0862361672; coal.gsp@gmail.com 
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02 August 2013 

Dear Mr P Heine, 

 

WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEVED ON THE NOTIFICATION OF MINING RIGHT APPLICATION FOR 

CHAPUDI PROJECT 

 

Coal of Africa Limited (‘’CoAL’’) and Rothe Investments (Pty) Ltd (“Rothe”) who jointly own 100% of 

MbeuYashu would like to thank you for your participation comments provided to date in the Chapudi MPRDA 

process. 

 

Your comments have been received.  Thank you for the update; as soon as the case has been created, the 

documentation will be uploaded for your attention and consideration, and we will notify you. 

 

Thank you for your contribution.  Please do not hesitate to contact us for any further clarification. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

 

LIZINDA DICKSON 

Public Participation Manager 

(Naledi Development (Pty) Ltd) 

Tel: (012) 543 9093, Fax: 0862361672; coal.gsp@gmail.com 



From: Thomas Langley [mailto:tylangley@xnets.co.za]  

Sent: 31 July 2013 04:05 PM 
To: coal.gsp@gmail.com 

Cc: madelene@secrabje.co.za; dawid.langley@gmail.com 
Subject: Chapudi mynregte. 

 

Aandag : Lizinda Dickson. 

 

Mnre. Naledi Developement Restructured  (Edms) Bpk. 

 

As ‘n inwoner sedert geboorte, met onderbreking tussenin, maar nooit sonder wortels nie, maak ek 

ten sterkste  beswaar teen enige mynaktiwiteite, soos nou onder bespreking, en veral teen 

steenkoolmynontwikkeling. Ek weet uit eie kennis dat hier nou reeds vir omtrent meer as sewentig 

jaar vir steenkool geprospekteer word en dat hier wel steenkool is, maar blykbaar 

van ‘n baie lae kwaliteit, sodat al die vorige prospekteerders handdoek ingegooi het en vertrek het. 

Dit beteken net een ding : sou steenkool wel hier ontgin word, dit meer nadelig vir die omgewing en 

sy permanente inwoners sal wees as tot hulle en die omgewing en die natuur se voordeel. Dit is ook 

my verwagting en oortuiging dat steenkool, as die mees-besoedelende 

brandstof  homself in ‘n eindfase bevind. Alhoemeer ander kragbronne word ontdek, bestaandes 

word ontwikkel en/of opgradeer en windkrag en sonkrag, waarvan hier by uitstek ‘n oorvloed is, 

word daagliks alhoemeer aangewend ! 

Ek ondersteun dus die Waterpoort Mynkomitee se memorandum, waar dit standpunt teen die 

aansoek inneem, ten volle.  

Die rondprospekteerdery is alreeds permanent-skendend : moet asseblief nie enige verdere letsels 

toelaat of toevoeg by die bestaandes nie !!!!!  

Geliewe die Waterpoort Mynkomitee se memoranduum hiermee saam te lees. 

Die uwe, 

 

THOMAS  LANGLEY. 

( Meneer Langley is die laaste Volksraadslid vir die kiesafdeling Soutpansberg, ‘n voormalige 

ambassadeur van Suid-Afrika en ‘n Bonsmara Stoetboer in die distrik.) 

 

Plaas  Ringer 403 MS, distrik Soutpansberg. 

Posbus 95, Waterpoort. 0905. 

Telefoon : 015 575 1680 
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02 August 2013 

Dear Mr T Langley, 

 

WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEVED ON THE NOTIFICATION OF MINING RIGHT APPLICATION FOR 

CHAPUDI PROJECT 

 

Coal of Africa Limited (‘’CoAL’’) and Rothe Investments (Pty) Ltd (“Rothe”) who jointly own 100% of 

MbeuYashu would like to thank you for your participation comments provided to date in the Chapudi Project 

MPRDA process. 

 

Your comments have been received and have been taken into consideration.  In short please find a response 

to your contribution below:   

• The Chapudi Project has the potential to produce good quality hard coking coal and a domestic thermal 

coal product.  The technical studies of the Chapudi Project show that the project has an economically 

viable return. 

 

Please also refer to the response on the Waterpoort Mining Committee submission, repeated below for your 

convenience: 

 

1. Water and Waste Management Aspects 

A detailed groundwater impact assessment will be undertaken by WSM Leshika in conjunction with AGES 

during the EIA Phase, and will include the following: 

� Define the aquifer characteristics and develop a conceptual model of the groundwater regime. 

� Set up a numerical groundwater model based on the conceptual model developed. 

� Model the impact of mining on the groundwater system, determining inflows to the pits and water 

level variations over the life of mine. 

� Determine the groundwater/surface water interaction with specific reference to the Sand River and 

the interaction with the alluvial aquifer. 

Special attention will be given to the potential mixing of saline and fresh groundwater zones, e.g. during 

mining of the Chapudi West Section a dewatering cone will form around the pit area which could result in 



inflow from the surrounding saline alluvial aquifer (fed from the salt pans), resulting in the cross 

contamination of the lower fresh water aquifers. 

 

2. Air, Noise and Visual Pollution 

During the EIA Phase an air quality assessment of the operational phases of the proposed project will be 

undertaken by evaluating (where possible) both fugitive and point source emissions, utilising the AerMod 

View dispersion model to predict the off-site air quality impacts. Pollutants that will be assessed from mining 

activities are Particulate Matter and Nuisance Dust, sources to be investigated include all stack emissions, 

and fugitive sources such as exposed storage piles, material transfer activities and vehicle entrained dust. 

An assessment of compliance will be conducted using available health risk screening levels obtained for the 

pollutants identified. Comparison will be made to both locally and internationally available health risk levels 

for these pollutants.  Once impacts have been identified, recommendations will be made highlighting the 

methods available to be implemented to limit these impacts. 

 

During the EIA Phase, a noise impact assessment will be performed by Gudani Consulting.  The purpose of an 

environmental noise impact assessment is to determine and quantify the acoustical impact on the 

surrounding environment and identified noise-sensitive developments using a sound propagation model 

known as the Concave model, as defined in SANS 10357:2004.  In addition, the noise emission into the 

environment due to additional traffic will be calculated using the sound propagation model described in 

SANS 10210. The result will be a quantification of projected noise levels considering the likely and projected 

ambient sound levels.  The significance will be determined considering the defined magnitude of the noise 

level, the extent as well as the duration of the projected noise impact, as well as the probability that this 

impact may take place. The total projected cumulative noise level will be compared to the appropriate 

acceptable rating levels as defined in SANS 10103:2008.  Should the significance of the impact be high, 

recommendations will be made regarding the implementation of reasonable mitigation measures to reduce 

the impact. 

 

The potential impact associated with blasting will be addressed in the EIA Phase. 

 

The potential visual impact will be addressed in the EIA Phase. Detail visual impact modelling will only be 

conducted after completion of the Feasibility Study. 

 

3. MPRDA Process and Mining Right Area 

Any agreements will be incorporated into a legal contract.  Should CoAL sell the company, these contracts 

will still be binding under law. 

 

4. Socio-Economic Aspects 

CoAL does not support the establishment of new mining towns; the company will look at existing towns and 

the sourcing of local labour. For example at Vele the contractors that operate the mine have strict 

requirements that they employ local people. In the beginning of a mine you need people with skills while 



training people. At Vele, 82% of the labourers are local. There is a Bus service that runs from Musina every 

day.  The impact on influx of employment seekers will be evaluated as part of the Social Impact Assessment. 

 

During the EIA Phase an economic impact assessment will be performed by Mosaka Economists.  The focus 

of the economic impact analysis is macro-economic, stressing linkages between the project and the 

remainder of the relevant economy.  Environmental externalities may affect other economic sectors and are 

included in the tools of the macro-economic impact assessment.  Also, the local, regional and national socio-

economic impact is assessed.  It is necessary to establish a baseline for the current economic activities in and 

adjacent to the Chapudi Project area and do an estimation of the potential impact of the proposed 

development.  Issues to be investigated and reported upon, include: 

� Possible impacts on local population including the quality of life; 

� Impacts on the natural environment and associated costs including the cost of possible mitigation 

measures; 

� Potential impacts on the local municipality, the Limpopo Province and South Africa as an entity; and 

� The economic sustainability of the project taking into consideration the associated economic risks. 

As such a comparison of the impacts that the project will have on the agricultural sector will be weighed 

against the positive economic development that the project will bring to the region, as is essential in projects 

of this nature.  This will be performed in current monetary units and converted to macro-economic 

parameters like Gross Domestic Product (GDP), Employment and Payments to Households.   

 

CoAL is working with the Limpopo Government to define the infrastructure requirements for all land uses 

and industries.  This will form part of a feasibility study to ensure that the necessary infrastructure is 

established to ensure that no sector of the society is negatively affected by new development 

 

CoAL is in the process of compiling the Valuation Policy as discussed at the Mopane Landowners Committee.  

This will be applicable to all the GSP Projects. 

 

In terms of your proposal regarding a Trust, due consideration will be given by CoAL on this positive concept. 

 

5. Public Participation 

The commenting period on the Background Information Document is the first opportunity for comment. 

Further comment periods will be available on the Scoping Report and the Environmental Impact Assessment 

and Management Programme, as well as opportunities on the Public meeting to raise concerns. In parallel to 

these formal opportunities, stakeholders are always welcome to submit letters with comments / concerns 

that needs to receive attention. 

 

 

 

 

 



Thank you for your contribution.  Please do not hesitate to contact us for any further clarification. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

 

LIZINDA DICKSON 

Public Participation Manager 

(Naledi Development (Pty) Ltd) 

Tel: (012) 543 9093, Fax: 0862361672; coal.gsp@gmail.com 



From: Machaba Motlatso (PTG) [mailto:MachabaMo@dwa.gov.za]  

Sent: 31 July 2013 03:11 PM 
To: Greater Soutpansberg Project E-mail Address 

Cc: Maumela Doris (PTG) 
Subject: RE: NOTICE THAT DMR HAS ACKNOWLEDGED RECEIPT OF THE MINING RIGHT 

APPLICATIONS (ADMINISTRATIVE ACCEPTANCE) FOR THE CHAPUDI PROJECT SRM0005097 

 
Dear Lizinda 
  
The Department has no objection with regard to the application of the mining right, however should 

the Mining Right Application be authorized, the Coal of Africa Limited should apply for integrated 

water use license in terms of the National Water Act of 1998. Please note that before you lodge a 

water use license application, there will be a need to have a pre application consultation. No water 

use should take place before an authorization as it will be regarded as an unlawful water use. 
  
Should you need any clarity, don’t hesitate to contact me. 
  
Regards 
Motlatso Machaba  
DWA 
Tel No: 015 290 1272 
Cell No: 082 885 6125 
Email: machabamo@dwa.gov.za 
  
 



     

 
 

 

 

 

    CHAPUDI CHAPUDI CHAPUDI CHAPUDI PROJECTPROJECTPROJECTPROJECT        

 

01 August 2013 

Dear Motlatso Machaba,  

Department of Water Affairs 

 

WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEVED ON THE NOTIFICATION OF MINING RIGHT APPLICATION FOR 

CHAPUDI PROJECT 

 

Coal of Africa Limited (‘’CoAL’’) and Rothe Investments (Pty) Ltd (“Rothe”) who jointly own 100% of 

MbeuYashu would like to thank you for your participation comments provided to date in the Chapudi Project 

MPRDA process. 

 

Your comments have been received and have been taken into consideration.  In short please find a response 

to your contribution below:   

• A pre-application meeting will be scheduled prior to the submission of the Integrated Water Use Licence 

application. 

• It is important to note that the approach for the Chapudi Project is to first apply for a NOMR and follow 

the required Regulations in conducting the EIA and compile an EMP in terms of the MPRDA. Once this 

process is completed and the applicant has obtained further detail in respect of its planned development, 

the applications for environmental authorisation in terms of the NEMA and an IWUL in terms of the NWA 

will be conducted as separate processes. 

 

Thank you for your contribution.  Please do not hesitate to contact us for any further clarification. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

 

LIZINDA DICKSON 

Public Participation Manager 

(Naledi Development (Pty) Ltd) 

Tel: (012) 543 9093, Fax: 0862361672; coal.gsp@gmail.com 
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02 August 2013 

Dear Mr O Musekwa, 

 

WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEVED ON THE NOTIFICATION OF MINING RIGHT APPLICATION FOR 

CHAPUDI PROJECT 

 

Coal of Africa Limited (‘’CoAL’’) and Rothe Investments (Pty) Ltd (“Rothe”) who jointly own 100% of 

MbeuYashu would like to thank you for your participation comments provided to date in the Chapudi Project 

MPRDA process. 

 

Your comments have been received and have been taken into consideration.  In short please find a response 

to your contribution below:   

• The purpose of the Public Participation Process is to provide interested and affected parties with 

information on the planned projects and the Environmental Impact Assessment processes. It further 

creates opportunities for IAPs to raise comments and concerns regarding the project and/or process. The 

purpose of the Public Participation Process is not to determine who should benefit from mining 

development. 

 

Thank you for your contribution.  Please do not hesitate to contact us for any further clarification. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

 

LIZINDA DICKSON 

Public Participation Manager 

(Naledi Development (Pty) Ltd) 

Tel: (012) 543 9093, Fax: 0862361672; coal.gsp@gmail.com 



Chapudi Projek  

Attention: Lizinda Dickson  

Naledi Development Restructured (Edms.) Bpk. 

P O Box 15283,  

Sinoville,  

Pretoria,  

0182;  

Fax:  086 236 1672 

E-mail: coal.gsp@gmail.com 
 

            25 July 2013 

To Whom It May Concern: 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to give our feedback on behalf of the Waterpoort Mining Committee.   

 

Firstly we like to emphasize that we are totally against mining in our area.  Since it is out of our hands, we do 

except the fact that Coal of Africa is trying their best to facilitate the whole debacle. 

 

How ever there are a few points that need to be addressed: 

 

1. We are very concerned in regards to water pollution and water usage by the mining activities, for this 

area is and always will be a water scarce area. Our water in this area has been managed by farmers for 

the last 100 years and the concern by the community is that these recourses will be affected by mining 

due to drainage of these recourses.  

 

2. Air pollution will have a disastrous affect in this area, take into account that our main wind direction 

is from East to West and that this will make farming impossible. This area has got the ability to 

produce about 60% of vegetables for South Africa’s consumption in winter time.  

 

3. For game and cattle farmers in the vicinity, noise pollution is always a concern especially when 

blasting is going to occur.  This blasting will also have an affect on the structures on farms and water 

recourses, especially boreholes that will collapse and fracturing that will have an influence on water 

recourses. 

 

4. There is a need for a report and model for what visual influence mining activities will have on our 

area.  This question has been raised by the whole community regards to hunting and tourism.   

 

5. We feel that the necessary arrangement for housing in our area should be solely the responsibility of 

any mining company. They should also consider the fact that they don’t employee as many people as 

the farming community, but statistically for each breadwinner there is about 6 dependants that will 

live from his or her salary, which will mean that it will end up in a squatter camp where a micro 

economy will develop and will pose a serious threat to the local economy and safety.   

 

6. Economical impact studies should address the fact that this is an agricultural area and that it is not 

been influenced by frost which make this the perfect area for winter vegetable production.  It should 

also take into account the social interaction and how many families will be economically affected in 

this area for the mining activities will not employ as many people as agriculture. 

 

7. The concern has been raised by the community in regards to impact on infrastructure namely: 

electricity and roads, how does one prioritize mining or farming.  

  



8. Valuation. We want to know how the total valuation process is going to work, what aspects will be 

considered. If Coal can give us a base line within the next three weeks as discussed in meeting with 

Mopani’s committee. This process must be relevant to all farms in the mining area. 

 

9. Trust Fund. In pervious meetings we discussed this matter. Coal asks for suggestions from our side. 

We feel that there must be a Trust Fund established for all the farms with mining rights and all the 

farms in a 15km radius from the direct mining activities. We suggest that a percentage of each ton of 

coal mined in the area been put into the Trust Fund. Each year Coal of Africa is mining it will 

strengthens the Trust Fund. This fund to be used to pay out farmers, should they not be able to keep 

on farming as a result of mining and related activities.  

 

10. All the relevant agreements with the farmers, should Coal of Africa sell its mining rights, should be 

kept in place by the new mining owners. 

 

11. We would like to keep the opportunity open for further response and comment as we feel there should 

be more time given to consult with the community and land owners. 

 

        

 

 

  

Regards 

Mining committee: Waterpoort 

Rudolf Otto 

0724122593 
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02 August 2013 

Dear Mr Rudolf Otto  

Waterpoort Mining Committee  

 

WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEVED ON THE NOTIFICATION OF MINING RIGHT APPLICATION FOR 

CHAPUDI PROJECT 

 

Coal of Africa Limited (‘’CoAL’’) and Rothe Investments (Pty) Ltd (“Rothe”) who jointly own 100% of 

MbeuYashu Issued Capital would like to thank you for your participation comments provided to date in the 

Chapudi MPRDA process. 

 

Your comments have been received and have been taken into consideration.  In short please find a response 

to your contribution below:   

 

1. Water and Waste Management Aspects 

A detailed groundwater impact assessment will be undertaken by WSM Leshika in conjunction with AGES 

during the EIA Phase, and will include the following: 

� Define the aquifer characteristics and develop a conceptual model of the groundwater regime. 

� Set up a numerical groundwater model based on the conceptual model developed. 

� Model the impact of mining on the groundwater system, determining inflows to the pits and water 

level variations over the life of mine. 

� Determine the groundwater/surface water interaction with specific reference to the Sand River and 

the interaction with the alluvial aquifer. 

Special attention will be given to the potential mixing of saline and fresh groundwater zones, e.g. during 

mining of the Chapudi West Section a dewatering cone will form around the pit area which could result in 

inflow from the surrounding saline alluvial aquifer (fed from the salt pans), resulting in the cross 

contamination of the lower fresh water aquifers. 

 

2. Air, Noise and Visual Pollution 

During the EIA Phase an air quality assessment of the operational phases of the proposed project will be 

undertaken by evaluating (where possible) both fugitive and point source emissions, utilising the AerMod 



View dispersion model to predict the off-site air quality impacts. Pollutants that will be assessed from mining 

activities are Particulate Matter and Nuisance Dust, sources to be investigated include all stack emissions, 

and fugitive sources such as exposed storage piles, material transfer activities and vehicle entrained dust. 

An assessment of compliance will be conducted using available health risk screening levels obtained for the 

pollutants identified. Comparison will be made to both locally and internationally available health risk levels 

for these pollutants.  Once impacts have been identified, recommendations will be made highlighting the 

methods available to be implemented to limit these impacts. 

 

During the EIA Phase, a noise impact assessment will be performed by Gudani Consulting.  The purpose of an 

environmental noise impact assessment is to determine and quantify the acoustical impact on the 

surrounding environment and identified noise-sensitive developments using a sound propagation model 

known as the Concave model, as defined in SANS 10357:2004.  In addition, the noise emission into the 

environment due to additional traffic will be calculated using the sound propagation model described in 

SANS 10210. The result will be a quantification of projected noise levels considering the likely and projected 

ambient sound levels.  The significance will be determined considering the defined magnitude of the noise 

level, the extent as well as the duration of the projected noise impact, as well as the probability that this 

impact may take place. The total projected cumulative noise level will be compared to the appropriate 

acceptable rating levels as defined in SANS 10103:2008.  Should the significance of the impact be high, 

recommendations will be made regarding the implementation of reasonable mitigation measures to reduce 

the impact. 

 

The potential impact associated with blasting will be addressed in the EIA Phase. 

 

The potential visual impact will be addressed in the EIA Phase. Detail visual impact modelling will only be 

conducted after completion of the Feasibility Study. 

 

3. MPRDA Process and Mining Right Area 

Any agreements will be incorporated into a legal contract.  Should CoAL sell the company, these contracts 

will still be binding under law. 

 

4. Socio-Economic Aspects 

CoAL does not support the establishment of new mining towns; the company will look at existing towns and 

the sourcing of local labour. For example at Vele the contractors that operate the mine have strict 

requirements that they employ local people. In the beginning of a mine you need people with skills while 

training people. At Vele, 82% of the labourers are local. There is a Bus service that runs from Musina every 

day.  The impact on influx of employment seekers will be evaluated as part of the Social Impact Assessment. 

 

During the EIA Phase an economic impact assessment will be performed by Mosaka Economists.  The focus 

of the economic impact analysis is macro-economic, stressing linkages between the project and the 

remainder of the relevant economy.  Environmental externalities may affect other economic sectors and are 

included in the tools of the macro-economic impact assessment.  Also, the local, regional and national socio-



economic impact is assessed.  It is necessary to establish a baseline for the current economic activities in and 

adjacent to the Chapudi Project area and do an estimation of the potential impact of the proposed 

development.  Issues to be investigated and reported upon, include: 

� Possible impacts on local population including the quality of life; 

� Impacts on the natural environment and associated costs including the cost of possible mitigation 

measures; 

� Potential impacts on the local municipality, the Limpopo Province and South Africa as an entity; and 

� The economic sustainability of the project taking into consideration the associated economic risks. 

As such a comparison of the impacts that the project will have on the agricultural sector will be weighed 

against the positive economic development that the project will bring to the region, as is essential in projects 

of this nature.  This will be performed in current monetary units and converted to macro-economic 

parameters like Gross Domestic Product (GDP), Employment and Payments to Households.   

 

CoAL is working with the Limpopo Government to define the infrastructure requirements for all land uses 

and industries.  This will form part of a feasibility study to ensure that the necessary infrastructure is 

established to ensure that no sector of the society is negatively affected by new development 

 

CoAL is in the process of compiling the Valuation Policy as discussed at the Mopane Landowners Committee.  

This will be applicable to all the GSP Projects. 

 

In terms of your proposal regarding a Trust, due consideration will be given by CoAL on this positive concept. 

 

5. Public Participation 

The commenting period on the Background Information Document is the first opportunity for comment. 

Further comment periods will be available on the Scoping Report and the Environmental Impact Assessment 

and Management Programme, as well as opportunities on the Public meeting to raise concerns. In parallel to 

these formal opportunities, stakeholders are always welcome to submit letters with comments / concerns 

that needs to receive attention. 

 

Thank you for your contribution.  Please do not hesitate to contact us for any further clarification. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

 

LIZINDA DICKSON 

Public Participation Manager 

(Naledi Development (Pty) Ltd) 

Tel: (012) 543 9093, Fax: 0862361672; coal.gsp@gmail.com 



 

WATERPOORT MINING COMMITTEE 

WATERPOORT  

P.O. Box 60 Rudolf Otto (Chairman) 

Vivo Tel: 072 412 2593 

0924 

 
Public Participation Manager 
Naledi Development Restructured (Pty) Ltd 
P.O. Box 15283 
Sinoville 
Pretoria 
0182 
 
 
For attention: Mrs Lizinda Dickson 
 
By e-mail: coal.gsp@gmail.com 
 
Dear Madam 
 
Resulting from the Landowners’ Meeting of Saturday, 24 August 2013, some aspects 
came to light. 
 
The Landowners of Waterpoort unanimously decided to become part of the Vhembe 
Mineral Resources Shareholders’ Forum of which Mr Phile van Zyl is the chairman. 
 
Landowners raised numerous concerns regarding the process, the current state of affairs 
and the way in which we dealt with the process thus far. 
 
Therefore, it was unanimously resolved that the proposed access for impact studies by 
specialists on the farms should be preliminarily postponed, pending a legal opinion 
regarding the way in which the process has been dealt with thus far. 
 
We therefore request that further correspondence with us be directed through our legal 
representative, Mr Christo Reeders, who will be representing our interests in future. 
 
We trust that you find the above in order. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
Rudolf Otto 
Waterpoort Mining Committee 



 

AU: Coal of Africa Limited, Suite 8, 7 The Esplanade, Mount Pleasant, Perth WA 6153, Australia, Tel: +61 8 9316 9100, Fax: +61 8 9316 5475, Email: perth@coalofafrica.com, ACN 008 905 388 

ZA: 2
nd

 Floor, Gabba Building, The Campus, 57 Sloane Street, Bryanston, Johannesburg, South Africa 2021, Tel: +27 11 575 4363, Fax: +27 11 576 4363, Email: admin@coalofafrica.com 

 
 

David H. Brown – Executive Chairman, Michael G. Meeser – Chief Financial Officer 
Non-executive directors: Peter G. Cordin, Khomotso B. Mosehla , David J. K. Murray, Bernard R. Pryor, Rudolph H. Torlage  

 

WATERPOORT MYN KOMMITEE 

WATERPOORT 

Posbus 60 

Vivo 

0924 

Aandag: Rudolf Otto (Voorsitter) 

Aangaande: Brief ontvang van Waterpoort Myn Kommitee 

 

Beste Rudolph, 

In reaksie op die brief aan Naledi ontvang van jou op 27 Augustus namens die Waterpoort Mynkomitee, 
versoek ons die komitee om hulle besluit in heroorweging te neem. 
 

Die redes hiervoor is: 

1. Die brief soos ontvang van Mnr Christo Rheeders versoek dat 'n streeksondersoek gedoen moet 
word, en die voorgestelde ondersoeke wat deur ons spesialiste op die mynaansoekareas uitgevoer 
word is nodig om juis van die inligting in te win om sodanige studie moontlik te maak.  

2. Die streeksondersoek soos genoem gaan in groter detail uitgevoer word tydens die 
voorlewensvatbaarheidstudie sowel as die ondersoek na die haalbaarheid van die projekte soos 
geskeduleer in die BID dokument wat uitgereik is. Tydens hiedie fases sal ons akkurater inligting hê 
ivm hoeveel water benodig word sowel as die omvang van die omgewingsimpakte. 

3. Die gesprekvoering wat tot dusver met die Waterpoort Boerevereniging gevoer is, het ten doel 
gehad om alle kommunikasie op 'n oop en deursigtige wyse met alle belanghebbendes te bevorder, 
en verskeie van julle lede het reeds voor die vergadering gehou op 24 Augustus toestemming 
verleen om sodanige inligting op hul plase in te samel. 

4. Soorgelyke studies is reeds voltooi in ander projekareas, en studies is ook tans in proses op ander 
plase. 

5. Dis werklik betreurenswaardig dat alle aksie deur ons spesialisspanne deur jul huidige standpunt 
vertraag word, waarvan die uitkoms van die studies juis daarop gemik is om meer 
agtergrondinligting te bekom om die voorgenome mynbouaktiwiteite daarteen te toets en potensiële 
impakte te identifiseer. 

6. Coal of Africa is bereid om met die nuwe forum te konsulteer om knelpunte van die grondeienaars 
en ander lede aan te spreek, maar ek versoek dringend dat daar oorweging geskenk word aan ons 
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versoek om intussen toegang te verleen aan ons spesialiste, soos aanvanklik ooreengekom, in 
belang van die verkryging van in-diepte agtergrondinligting oor die area. 

 

Ek vertrou dat hierdie versoek gunstig oorweeg sal word. 

 

Groete, 

 

________________________________ 

Cobus Bronn 

Bedryfshoof – Coal of Africa 

Cc: Mnr Philé van Zyl, Voorsitter: Vhembe Minerale Hulpbronne Aandeelhouers Forum 
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David H. Brown – Executive Chairman, Michael G. Meeser – Chief Financial Officer 
Non-executive directors: Peter G. Cordin, Khomotso B. Mosehla , David J. K. Murray, Bernard R. Pryor, Rudolph H. Torlage  

 

Christo Reeders Attorneys 

Attention: Mr Christo Reeders 
 

Letter directed to Naledi Development Restructured, Public Participation Managers  
 

04 September 2013 
 

Dear Sir, 

In response to the letter received from Mr Christo Reeders, dated 27 August 2013, we hereby request a meeting with 
the Vhembe Mineral Resources Stakeholders Forum and representatives of Coal of Africa Limited as requested in 
terms of paragraph 13 of said letter.  

The purpose of the proposed meeting will be to allow the Forum to discuss concerns they may have regarding the 
mining project development plans of the company within the Limpopo region, and we suggest that the discussion be 
based on the contents of the letter. 

We furthermore request that this meeting be held without legal representation from both parties, in order to facilitate 
free and open discussion. Both parties will reserve the right to respond legally post this meeting. 

We are available to meet with the Forum in the Makhado/Tshipise area on either Thursday afternoon, 12th September 
2013 or on Friday morning, 13th September 2013. 

We would also like to suggest that we ask Naledi as CoAL's independent public participation consultants, to be 
present to record the proceedings for both parties' records. 

 

I trust that this request will receive your favourable consideration. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Cobus Bronn 
Chief Operations Officer 
Coal of Africa Ltd 
 
CC: Mr Philè van Zyl 
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David H. Brown – Executive Chairman, Michael G. Meeser – Chief Financial Officer 
Non-executive directors: Peter G. Cordin, Khomotso B. Mosehla , David J. K. Murray, Bernard R. Pryor, Rudolph H. Torlage  

 

Christo Reeders Attorneys 

Attention: Mr Christo Reeders 

 

Letters directed to Naledi and Mr Cobus Bronn  

 

10 September 2013 

 

Dear Sir, 

In response to the letters received from Mr Christo Reeders dated 27 August 2013, our letter dated 4 September 2013 

in which we requested a meeting with the Vhembe Mineral Resources Stakeholders Forum (“Forum”) and 

representatives of Coal of Africa Limited (copy attached), and the subsequent letter dated 9 September 2013, we wish 

to respond as follows:  

The purpose of the proposed meeting was to allow the Forum, as a collective of various individual land owners, to 

discuss the concerns that each of their individual members may have regarding the company’s proposed Greater 

Soutpansberg Project and we suggested that the discussion be based on the contents of the letter dated 27
th
 August 

2013. We furthermore requested that this meeting be held without legal representation from both parties, in order to 

facilitate an initial focused, free and open discussion. Both parties would reserve the right to respond legally post this 

meeting and, if need be, convene further meetings with legal representation present. We were available to meet with 

the Forum in the Makhado/Tshipise area on either Thursday afternoon, 12th September 2013 or on Friday morning, 

13th September 2013. 

In the light of the letter received on Monday 9
th
 September 2013, and subsequent telephonic discussions between Mr 

Riaan van der Merwe (on behalf of CoAL) and Mr Phile van Zyl, where Mr van Zyl indicated that he will not agree to 

a meeting with CoAL without the presence of his legal representative, the company regrettably has to advise that it is 

not willing to participate in the proposed meeting on the basis proposed.  

The intent of having the first meeting with the Forum without legal representation from either party was two-fold:  

(i) to consult with each land owner and/or a representative association of the collective of land owners and (ii) to 

facilitate a focused, constructive and open discussion aimed at preventing unnecessary legal action and associated 

costs. It is also concerning that both letters include comments and statements regarding other Coal of Africa projects 

for which licencing has either already been granted or is being considered by the regulator, and for which the public 

consultation processes have been concluded. 

We regret this turn of events, as it was our intent to engage the Forum in an open and transparent manner to facilitate 

the free flow of relevant correct information, an opportunity which is now being denied to Forum members.  

In a further attempt to facilitate constructive consultation with all Forum members, we copy this letter to all the 

Forum’s members individually with an open invite to meet - on the basis originally proposed by the Forum - on a date 

mutually convenient to all.  
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We remain open for contact. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

Cobus Bronn 

Chief Operations Officer 

Coal of Africa Ltd 

 

CC: Mr Philé van Zyl 
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David H. Brown – Executive Chairman, Michael G. Meeser – Chief Financial Officer 
Non-executive directors: Peter G. Cordin, Khomotso B. Mosehla , David J. K. Murray, Bernard R. Pryor, Rudolph H. Torlage  

 

Christo Reeders Attorneys 

Attention : Mr Christo Reeders 

04 October 2013 

Dear Sir 

Greater Soutpansberg Projects 

1. Your letter dated 07 October 2013 has reference herewith. 
 

2. Whilst we appreciate your notification to address all correspondence to the Forum 
chairperson, we must reiterate what we have stated in our letter dated 30 September 2013, 
“Until such time that an I&AP notifies CoAL that a body or entity represents their interests, 
and that any communication from CoAL should be directed to a secondary party, it is 
incumbent upon CoAL to correspond directly with any and all I&APs”.  To date, we have not 
received any instruction or notification from any stakeholder advising the company to 
engage directly with the Forum.  We continue to await such notification.  We must, without 
any fear of contradiction, state our obligation to engage with each Interested and Affected 
Party  
 

3. Your letter states that numerous letters have been sent to the company since 2011.  
However : 

a. The Greater Soutpansberg assets were acquired by CoAL in at the end of 2011.  
The Black Economic Empowerment deal with Rothe was announced in February 
2012. The consultation process regarding the Environmental Management Plan only 
commenced in 2012. 

b. According to our records, the VMRSF was only formed on 14 August 2013.  

Kindly advise to which correspondence you refer. 

4. All issues relating directly to the project have been responded to, and other issues will be 
covered in the Environmental Impact Assessment and Environmental Management Report.   
 

5. We have sent a letter to Mr Phile van Zyl requesting a meeting – we have copied you on 
the request. 

 



 
 

Page | 2  
 

We are aware of the fact that the Regional Manager of the Department of Mineral Resources is 

copied on all your correspondence to us.  We welcome the involvement of the regulatory authority 

in the process. 

 

We wish to confirm our statement of intent that we will continue to engage openly and 

transparently with all our interested and affected stakeholders.  We trust that an engagement 

between the organisation which you represent and CoAL/ MbeuYashu will take place soon. 

 

Sincerely 

 

Cobus Bronn 

Chief Operations Officer : CoAL 

 

CC Naledi Development, Pubic Participation Consultants  

 

 

 







     

 
 

 
 

 

GREATER SOUTPANSBERG PROJECTS  

 

8 November 2013 

Dear Mr Christo Reeders, 

 

WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEIVED ON THE GREATER SOUTPANSBERG PROJECTS 

 

Coal of Africa Limited (‘’CoAL’’) and Rothe Investments (Pty) Ltd (“Rothe”) who jointly own 100% of 

MbeuYashu would like to thank you for your participation and comments provided to date on the Greater 

Soutpansberg Projects MPRDA process. 

 

Your comments have been received and have been taken into consideration.  In short please find a response 

from MbeuYashu on your contribution below. 

 

Water & Waste Management Aspects 

As indicated in the Scoping Report, a reconnaissance was done to identify potential water sources to support 

the mine water requirements, of which the Nzhelele Dam is one.  The final option will only be selected after 

completion of the Feasibility Study, which will quantify the overall (cumulative) water requirements of the 

GSP projects. 

 

The regional study, as mentioned, will be done during the pre-feasibility and feasibility studies as noted in the 

schedule included in the Background Information Document, in consultation and collaboration with 

provincial and local government, as well as other affected stakeholders. During these studies and phases 

more detailed information will be available regarding water requirements, project phasing and potential 

impacts of the various projects. 

 

Please refer all queries about CoAL's other projects to CoAL directly. This process relates to the Greater 

Soutpansberg Projects, i.e. Mopane, Generaal and Chapudi. 

 

Public Participation 

 

The dates of acceptance from the DMR are included in the Scoping Report, under Chapter 2, and clearly 

stipulate the MPRDA process and the required submissions dates.  The process of engagement is clearly 



addressed in Section 8.3 of the Scoping Report. Please note that this process relates to the Mopane Project, 

not the Generaal Project. 

 

The MPRDA does not provide for regulated I&AP comment periods on the Scoping Report but only refers to a 

comment period for organs of state, being 30 days. This period coupled with public participation good 

practice in allowing an I&AP comment period, 30 days was allowed for comment on the Scoping Report. 

 

Responses have been provided where possible and where aspects related to the Greater Soutpansberg 

Project Mining Right Application process in terms of the MPRDA. In terms of our records all correspondence 

in terms of the Greater Soutpansberg Project received from your office has been responded to where 

applicable. Copies of all written comments received on the Greater Soutpansberg up to the date of the 

Scoping Report completion was attached to the Scoping Report made available for comment. 

 

The status of the Greater Soutpansberg Projects is that we are currently conducting Environmental Impact 

Assessments and compiling Environmental Management Plans as directed by the MPRDA and enforced by 

DMR. During this process it is required of the applicant of a Mining Right to consult with and solicit comments 

from all Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs). Until such time that an I&AP notifies CoAL that a body or 

entity represents their interests, and that any communication from CoAL should be directed to a secondary 

party, it is incumbent upon CoAL to correspond directly with any and all I&APs. 

 

MbeuYashu must disagree with your statement that the company has been placed on terms by the Regional 

Manager, this is untrue. We further disagree that the Public Participation Processes is flawed. The Public 

Participation Process followed is compliant with what is required by legislation. 

 

We further also disagree with your statement that we are not allowed to liaise directly with interested and 

affected parties. Until such a time as we have received correspondence from each and every interested and 

affected party requesting that correspondence not be sent to them but in their stead to their Power of 

Attorney Mr Philè van Zyl, we will continue to comply with legislation and engage with interested and 

affected parties directly. Also note that some of the individuals whom you purport to represent have 

indicated their distancing from the Forum, notably even members of the Forum committee. 

 

All the issues raised by the VMRSF in relation to the GSP have been adequately dealt with. The company 

initiated several attempts to engage, and proposed that this be done without legal representation for the 

purpose of meaningful engagement.  The company's view is it that wishes to conduct open and transparent 

engagement, which is not necessarily a process towards litigation. 

 

MPRDA Process and Mining Right Area 

 

The concern regarding Regulation 3 being inadequate should be addressed to DMR, MbeuYashu does not 

have influence over legislative requirements. The dates of acceptance from the DMR are included in the 



Scoping Report, under Chapter 2, and clearly stipulate the MPRDA process and the required submissions 

dates. 

 

Please note that MbeuYashu, or CoAL or its subsidiaries do not own prospecting rights on the farm Sitapo. 

The Jutland Section forms part of the Mopane project, close to the Mopane town. 

 

It is important to note that the approach for the Greater Soutpansberg Projects (Mopane, Generaal and 

Chapudi) is to first apply for a NOMR and follow the required Regulations in conducting the EIA and compile 

an EMP in terms of the MPRDA. Once this process is completed and the applicant has obtained further detail 

in respect of its planned development, the applications for environmental authorisation in terms of the 

NEMA and an IWUL in terms of the NWA will be conducted as separate processes. 

 

The regional study, as mentioned, will be done during the pre-feasibility and feasibility studies as noted in the 

schedule included in the Background Information Document. During these studies and phases more detailed 

information will be available regarding water requirements, project phasing and potential impacts of the 

various projects.  

 

The staggered approach, feasibility studies, as well as other permitting requirements was included in the 

implementation plan as submitted to DMR. The feasibility study and therefore regional study will be 

conducted prior to application for environmental authorisation in terms of NEMA and application for an 

Integrated Water Use License in terms of the National Water Act is made. 

 

The MPRDA requirement is to commence with implementation of the Implementation Plan within 12 

months. Seeing it was included in the Implementation Plan, time is allowed for its completion. 

 

Corporate Aspects 

In terms of Section 23 the Minister must make a decision based on the Environmental Impact Assessment 

conducted. The EIA for the Greater Soutpansberg Projects are still underway upon which the Minister will 

make a decision. 

 

In terms of financial ability, again it is the responsibility of the Department of Mineral Resources to ascertain 

whether a company has the financial ability to develop a project prior to the granting of a Mining Right.) 

 

Older Processes 

 

The Makhado Colliery Project's Environmental Impact Assessment and Management Programme Process 

was concluded at the end of 2012. A final EIA/EMP report was submitted to DMR on 24 September 2012 as 

per the DMR's directive to submit a revised document. 

 

Please refer all questions which do not relate to the Greater Soutpansberg to Coal of Africa directly. 

 



Comments received on the Greater Soutpansberg Prospecting EMP amendments were received and 

responded to in the previous processes. Neither CoAL nor MbeuYashu caused a media statement, we do not 

have control or influence over how journalists decide to report in newspapers. Please refer back to the actual 

Final EMP Amendment for the Prospecting Programme, regarding what was actually stated in the report. 

 

Thank you for your contribution.  Please do not hesitate to contact us for any further clarification related to 

the Greater Soutpansberg Projects’ (Mopane, Generaal & Chapudi) MPRDA Process. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

 

LIZINDA DICKSON 

Public Participation Manager 

(Naledi Development (Pty) Ltd) 

Tel: (012) 543 9093, Fax: 0862361672; coal.gsp@gmail.com 

 

Cc Mr Philé van Zyl 

mailto:coal.gsp@gmail.com
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02 August 2013 

Dear Mr S J Otto,  

 

WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEVED ON THE NOTIFICATION OF MINING RIGHT APPLICATION FOR 

CHAPUDI PROJECT 

 

Coal of Africa Limited (‘’CoAL’’) and Rothe Investments (Pty) Ltd (“Rothe”) who jointly own 100% of 

MbeuYashu would like to thank you for your participation comments provided to date in the Chapudi Project 

MPRDA process. 

 

Your comments have been received and have been taken into consideration.  In short please find a response 

to your contribution below:   

 

A detailed groundwater impact assessment will be undertaken by WSM Leshika in conjunction with AGES 

during the EIA Phase, and will include the following: 

� Define the aquifer characteristics and develop a conceptual model of the groundwater regime. 

� Set up a numerical groundwater model based on the conceptual model developed. 

� Model the impact of mining on the groundwater system, determining inflows to the pits and water 

level variations over the life of mine. 

� Determine the groundwater/surface water interaction with specific reference to the Sand River and 

the interaction with the alluvial aquifer. 

 

Special attention will be given to the potential mixing of saline and fresh groundwater zones, e.g. during 

mining of the Chapudi West Section a dewatering cone will form around the pit area which could result in 

inflow from the surrounding saline alluvial aquifer (fed from the salt pans), resulting in the cross 

contamination of the lower fresh water aquifers. 

 

Please also refer below to the response given to the Waterpoort Mining Committee repeated below for your 

convenience: 

1. Water and Waste Management Aspects 



A detailed groundwater impact assessment will be undertaken by WSM Leshika in conjunction with AGES 

during the EIA Phase, and will include the following: 

� Define the aquifer characteristics and develop a conceptual model of the groundwater regime. 

� Set up a numerical groundwater model based on the conceptual model developed. 

� Model the impact of mining on the groundwater system, determining inflows to the pits and water 

level variations over the life of mine. 

� Determine the groundwater/surface water interaction with specific reference to the Sand River and 

the interaction with the alluvial aquifer. 

Special attention will be given to the potential mixing of saline and fresh groundwater zones, e.g. during 

mining of the Chapudi West Section a dewatering cone will form around the pit area which could result in 

inflow from the surrounding saline alluvial aquifer (fed from the salt pans), resulting in the cross 

contamination of the lower fresh water aquifers. 

 

2. Air, Noise and Visual Pollution 

During the EIA Phase an air quality assessment of the operational phases of the proposed project will be 

undertaken by evaluating (where possible) both fugitive and point source emissions, utilising the AerMod 

View dispersion model to predict the off-site air quality impacts. Pollutants that will be assessed from mining 

activities are Particulate Matter and Nuisance Dust, sources to be investigated include all stack emissions, 

and fugitive sources such as exposed storage piles, material transfer activities and vehicle entrained dust. 

An assessment of compliance will be conducted using available health risk screening levels obtained for the 

pollutants identified. Comparison will be made to both locally and internationally available health risk levels 

for these pollutants.  Once impacts have been identified, recommendations will be made highlighting the 

methods available to be implemented to limit these impacts. 

 

During the EIA Phase, a noise impact assessment will be performed by Gudani Consulting.  The purpose of an 

environmental noise impact assessment is to determine and quantify the acoustical impact on the 

surrounding environment and identified noise-sensitive developments using a sound propagation model 

known as the Concave model, as defined in SANS 10357:2004.  In addition, the noise emission into the 

environment due to additional traffic will be calculated using the sound propagation model described in 

SANS 10210. The result will be a quantification of projected noise levels considering the likely and projected 

ambient sound levels.  The significance will be determined considering the defined magnitude of the noise 

level, the extent as well as the duration of the projected noise impact, as well as the probability that this 

impact may take place. The total projected cumulative noise level will be compared to the appropriate 

acceptable rating levels as defined in SANS 10103:2008.  Should the significance of the impact be high, 

recommendations will be made regarding the implementation of reasonable mitigation measures to reduce 

the impact. 

 

The potential impact associated with blasting will be addressed in the EIA Phase. 

 



The potential visual impact will be addressed in the EIA Phase. Detail visual impact modelling will only be 

conducted after completion of the Feasibility Study. 

 

3. MPRDA Process and Mining Right Area 

Any agreements will be incorporated into a legal contract.  Should CoAL sell the company, these contracts 

will still be binding under law. 

 

4. Socio-Economic Aspects 

CoAL does not support the establishment of new mining towns; the company will look at existing towns and 

the sourcing of local labour. For example at Vele the contractors that operate the mine have strict 

requirements that they employ local people. In the beginning of a mine you need people with skills while 

training people. At Vele, 82% of the labourers are local. There is a Bus service that runs from Musina every 

day.  The impact on influx of employment seekers will be evaluated as part of the Social Impact Assessment. 

 

During the EIA Phase an economic impact assessment will be performed by Mosaka Economists.  The focus 

of the economic impact analysis is macro-economic, stressing linkages between the project and the 

remainder of the relevant economy.  Environmental externalities may affect other economic sectors and are 

included in the tools of the macro-economic impact assessment.  Also, the local, regional and national socio-

economic impact is assessed.  It is necessary to establish a baseline for the current economic activities in and 

adjacent to the Chapudi Project area and do an estimation of the potential impact of the proposed 

development.  Issues to be investigated and reported upon, include: 

� Possible impacts on local population including the quality of life; 

� Impacts on the natural environment and associated costs including the cost of possible mitigation 

measures; 

� Potential impacts on the local municipality, the Limpopo Province and South Africa as an entity; and 

� The economic sustainability of the project taking into consideration the associated economic risks. 

As such a comparison of the impacts that the project will have on the agricultural sector will be weighed 

against the positive economic development that the project will bring to the region, as is essential in projects 

of this nature.  This will be performed in current monetary units and converted to macro-economic 

parameters like Gross Domestic Product (GDP), Employment and Payments to Households.   

 

CoAL is working with the Limpopo Government to define the infrastructure requirements for all land uses 

and industries.  This will form part of a feasibility study to ensure that the necessary infrastructure is 

established to ensure that no sector of the society is negatively affected by new development 

 

CoAL is in the process of compiling the Valuation Policy as discussed at the Mopane Landowners Committee.  

This will be applicable to all the GSP Projects. 

 

In terms of your proposal regarding a Trust, due consideration will be given by CoAL on this positive concept. 

 



5. Public Participation 

The commenting period on the Background Information Document is the first opportunity for comment. 

Further comment periods will be available on the Scoping Report and the Environmental Impact Assessment 

and Management Programme, as well as opportunities on the Public meeting to raise concerns. In parallel to 

these formal opportunities, stakeholders are always welcome to submit letters with comments / concerns 

that needs to receive attention. 

 

Thank you for your contribution.  Please do not hesitate to contact us for any further clarification. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

 

LIZINDA DICKSON 

Public Participation Manager 

(Naledi Development (Pty) Ltd) 

Tel: (012) 543 9093, Fax: 0862361672; coal.gsp@gmail.com 



25 July 2013 

TO: Chapudi Projek  

Attention: Lizinda Dickson  

Naledi Development Restructured (Edms.) Bpk. 

P O Box 15283,  

Sinoville,  

Pretoria, 0182;  

Fax:  086 236 1672 

E-mail: coal.gsp@gmail.com 
 

FROM : Francois Pauer 

Cell : 083 376 7723 

Fax : 086 297 3351 

francois.pauer@gmail.com 

             

Re : Concern issues regarding the planned mining activities on the following properties: 

 Chapudi 752MS 

 Sterkstroom 689MS 

 Albert  686MS 

 Vleifontein 691MS 

 

In reference with the input provided by Waterpoort Mining committee, where serious concerns were raised 

regarding to the planned mining activities by the Chapudi project. 

   

This document act as an addendum to the issues raised by Waterpoort Mining committee, and focus more on 

the issues related to the above farms and will be addressed as an entity. 

 

Water : The above property accommodate a large “vleiland” area (Vleifontein) and Aqua sphere 

(Sterkstroom), that is critical on the water supply on the farms and wider area. We currently protecting and 

manage this resource with extreme care, as this “vleiland” source to underground water. 

 

I would like to know how this issue will be addressed, and if drilling going to take place that could 

contaminate (Fresh & Salt water) in the above cases? 

 

What will the guarantee and penalty be if  pollution / contamination / drainage (water level) of the above 

water occur? 

 

If the water supply were contaminated or lost on the above farms, the property will lose value and could be 

disastrous. 

 

Furthermore, do I have a wide range of  Fauna & Flora that are unique to this area, and one of the main 

income derive from hunting & eco tourism. 

 

I feel that your organization (Rio Tinto by default) already drilled enough samples, and I can to foreseen the 

benefit on doing any extra exploration on my farms. 

 

Regards 

 

Francois Pauer  
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02 August 2013 

Dear Mr F Pauer,  

 

WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEVED ON THE NOTIFICATION OF MINING RIGHT APPLICATION FOR 

CHAPUDI PROJECT 

 

Coal of Africa Limited (‘’CoAL’’) and Rothe Investments (Pty) Ltd (“Rothe”) who jointly own 100% of 

MbeuYashu would like to thank you for your participation comments provided to date in the Chapudi Project 

MPRDA process. 

 

Your comments have been received and have been taken into consideration.  In short please find a response 

to your contribution below:   

 

• The Chapudi Project has the potential to produce good quality hard coking coal and a domestic thermal 

coal product.  The technical studies of the Chapudi Project show that the project has an economically 

viable return. 

 

• Regarding exploration on your farm, we don’t envisage undertaking further drilling on your properties in 

the foreseeable future. 

 

Please refer to the response on the Waterpoort Mining Committee letter, which is repeated below for your 

convenience: 

 

1. Water and Waste Management Aspects 

 

A detailed groundwater impact assessment will be undertaken by WSM Leshika in conjunction with AGES 

during the EIA Phase, and will include the following: 

� Define the aquifer characteristics and develop a conceptual model of the groundwater regime. 

� Set up a numerical groundwater model based on the conceptual model developed. 

� Model the impact of mining on the groundwater system, determining inflows to the pits and water 

level variations over the life of mine. 



� Determine the groundwater/surface water interaction with specific reference to the Sand River and 

the interaction with the alluvial aquifer. 

Special attention will be given to the potential mixing of saline and fresh groundwater zones, e.g. during 

mining of the Chapudi West Section a dewatering cone will form around the pit area which could result in 

inflow from the surrounding saline alluvial aquifer (fed from the salt pans), resulting in the cross 

contamination of the lower fresh water aquifers. 

 

2. Air, Noise and Visual Pollution 

 

During the EIA Phase an air quality assessment of the operational phases of the proposed project will be 

undertaken by evaluating (where possible) both fugitive and point source emissions, utilising the AerMod 

View dispersion model to predict the off-site air quality impacts. Pollutants that will be assessed from mining 

activities are Particulate Matter and Nuisance Dust, sources to be investigated include all stack emissions, 

and fugitive sources such as exposed storage piles, material transfer activities and vehicle entrained dust. 

An assessment of compliance will be conducted using available health risk screening levels obtained for the 

pollutants identified. Comparison will be made to both locally and internationally available health risk levels 

for these pollutants.  Once impacts have been identified, recommendations will be made highlighting the 

methods available to be implemented to limit these impacts. 

 

During the EIA Phase, a noise impact assessment will be performed by Gudani Consulting.  The purpose of an 

environmental noise impact assessment is to determine and quantify the acoustical impact on the 

surrounding environment and identified noise-sensitive developments using a sound propagation model 

known as the Concave model, as defined in SANS 10357:2004.  In addition, the noise emission into the 

environment due to additional traffic will be calculated using the sound propagation model described in 

SANS 10210. The result will be a quantification of projected noise levels considering the likely and projected 

ambient sound levels.  The significance will be determined considering the defined magnitude of the noise 

level, the extent as well as the duration of the projected noise impact, as well as the probability that this 

impact may take place. The total projected cumulative noise level will be compared to the appropriate 

acceptable rating levels as defined in SANS 10103:2008.  Should the significance of the impact be high, 

recommendations will be made regarding the implementation of reasonable mitigation measures to reduce 

the impact. 

 

The potential impact associated with blasting will be addressed in the EIA Phase. 

 

The potential visual impact will be addressed in the EIA Phase. Detail visual impact modelling will only be 

conducted after completion of the Feasibility Study. 



 

3. MPRDA Process and Mining Right Area 

 

Any agreements will be incorporated into a legal contract.  Should CoAL sell the company, these contracts 

will still be binding under law. 

 

4. Socio-Economic Aspects 

 

CoAL does not support the establishment of new mining towns; the company will look at existing towns and 

the sourcing of local labour. For example at Vele the contractors that operate the mine have strict 

requirements that they employ local people. In the beginning of a mine you need people with skills while 

training people. At Vele, 82% of the labourers are local. There is a Bus service that runs from Musina every 

day.  The impact on influx of employment seekers will be evaluated as part of the Social Impact Assessment. 

 

During the EIA Phase an economic impact assessment will be performed by Mosaka Economists.  The focus 

of the economic impact analysis is macro-economic, stressing linkages between the project and the 

remainder of the relevant economy.  Environmental externalities may affect other economic sectors and are 

included in the tools of the macro-economic impact assessment.  Also, the local, regional and national socio-

economic impact is assessed.  It is necessary to establish a baseline for the current economic activities in and 

adjacent to the Chapudi Project area and do an estimation of the potential impact of the proposed 

development.  Issues to be investigated and reported upon, include: 

� Possible impacts on local population including the quality of life; 

� Impacts on the natural environment and associated costs including the cost of possible mitigation 

measures; 

� Potential impacts on the local municipality, the Limpopo Province and South Africa as an entity; and 

� The economic sustainability of the project taking into consideration the associated economic risks. 

As such a comparison of the impacts that the project will have on the agricultural sector will be weighed 

against the positive economic development that the project will bring to the region, as is essential in projects 

of this nature.  This will be performed in current monetary units and converted to macro-economic 

parameters like Gross Domestic Product (GDP), Employment and Payments to Households.   

 

CoAL is working with the Limpopo Government to define the infrastructure requirements for all land uses 

and industries.  This will form part of a feasibility study to ensure that the necessary infrastructure is 

established to ensure that no sector of the society is negatively affected by new development 

 

CoAL is in the process of compiling the Valuation Policy as discussed at the Mopane Landowners Committee.  

This will be applicable to all the GSP Projects. 

 

In terms of your proposal regarding a Trust, due consideration will be given by CoAL on this positive concept. 

 



5. Public Participation 

 

The commenting period on the Background Information Document is the first opportunity for comment. 

Further comment periods will be available on the Scoping Report and the Environmental Impact Assessment 

and Management Programme, as well as opportunities on the Public meeting to raise concerns. In parallel to 

these formal opportunities, stakeholders are always welcome to submit letters with comments / concerns 

that needs to receive attention. 

 

Thank you for your contribution.  Please do not hesitate to contact us for any further clarification. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

 

LIZINDA DICKSON 

Public Participation Manager 

(Naledi Development (Pty) Ltd) 

Tel: (012) 543 9093, Fax: 0862361672; coal.gsp@gmail.com 
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02 August 2013 

Dear Emanuel Tshivhidzo, 

 

WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEVED ON THE NOTIFICATION OF MINING RIGHT APPLICATION FOR 

CHAPUDI PROJECT 

 

Coal of Africa Limited (‘’CoAL’’) and Rothe Investments (Pty) Ltd (“Rothe”) who jointly own 100% of 

MbeuYashu would like to thank you for your participation comments provided to date in the Chapudi Project 

MPRDA process. 

 

Your comments have been received and will be taken into consideration.   

 

Thank you for your contribution.  Please do not hesitate to contact us for any further clarification. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

 

LIZINDA DICKSON 

Public Participation Manager 

(Naledi Development (Pty) Ltd) 

Tel: (012) 543 9093, Fax: 0862361672; coal.gsp@gmail.com 
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02 August 2013 

Dear Ewart Tshivhidzo, 

 

WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEVED ON THE NOTIFICATION OF MINING RIGHT APPLICATION FOR 

CHAPUDI PROJECT 

 

Coal of Africa Limited (‘’CoAL’’) and Rothe Investments (Pty) Ltd (“Rothe”) who jointly own 100% of 

MbeuYashu would like to thank you for your participation comments provided to date in the Chapudi Project 

MPRDA process. 

 

Your comments have been received and will be taken into consideration.   

 

Thank you for your contribution.  Please do not hesitate to contact us for any further clarification. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

 

LIZINDA DICKSON 

Public Participation Manager 

(Naledi Development (Pty) Ltd) 

Tel: (012) 543 9093, Fax: 0862361672; coal.gsp@gmail.com 
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02 August 2013 

Dear Kuvha Samuel Musekwa, 

 

WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEVED ON THE NOTIFICATION OF MINING RIGHT APPLICATION FOR 

CHAPUDI PROJECT 

 

Coal of Africa Limited (‘’CoAL’’) and Rothe Investments (Pty) Ltd (“Rothe”) who jointly own 100% of 

MbeuYashu would like to thank you for your participation comments provided to date in the Chapudi Project 

MPRDA process. 

 

Your comments have been received and will be taken into consideration.   

 

Thank you for your contribution.  Please do not hesitate to contact us for any further clarification. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

 

LIZINDA DICKSON 

Public Participation Manager 

(Naledi Development (Pty) Ltd) 

Tel: (012) 543 9093, Fax: 0862361672; coal.gsp@gmail.com 
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02 August 2013 

Dear Mufanadozo Johanna Tshivhidzo, 

 

WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEVED ON THE NOTIFICATION OF MINING RIGHT APPLICATION FOR 

CHAPUDI PROJECT 

 

Coal of Africa Limited (‘’CoAL’’) and Rothe Investments (Pty) Ltd (“Rothe”) who jointly own 100% of 

MbeuYashu would like to thank you for your participation comments provided to date in the Chapudi Project 

MPRDA process. 

 

Your comments have been received and will be taken into consideration.   

 

Thank you for your contribution.  Please do not hesitate to contact us for any further clarification. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

 

LIZINDA DICKSON 

Public Participation Manager 

(Naledi Development (Pty) Ltd) 

Tel: (012) 543 9093, Fax: 0862361672; coal.gsp@gmail.com 
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02 August 2013 

Dear Chief Phike Phineas Tshivhidzo, 

 

WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEVED ON THE NOTIFICATION OF MINING RIGHT APPLICATION FOR 

CHAPUDI PROJECT 

 

Coal of Africa Limited (‘’CoAL’’) and Rothe Investments (Pty) Ltd (“Rothe”) who jointly own 100% of 

MbeuYashu would like to thank you for your participation comments provided to date in the Chapudi Project 

MPRDA process. 

 

Your comments have been received and will be taken into consideration.   

 

Thank you for your contribution.  Please do not hesitate to contact us for any further clarification. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

 

LIZINDA DICKSON 

Public Participation Manager 

(Naledi Development (Pty) Ltd) 

Tel: (012) 543 9093, Fax: 0862361672; coal.gsp@gmail.com 
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02 August 2013 

Dear Mr J van Waveren, 

 

WRITTEN COMMENTS RECEVED ON THE NOTIFICATION OF MINING RIGHT APPLICATION FOR 

CHAPUDI  PROJECT 

 

Coal of Africa Limited (‘’CoAL’’) and Rothe Investments (Pty) Ltd (“Rothe”) who jointly own 100% of 

MbeuYashu would like to thank you for your participation comments provided to date in the Chapudi Project 

MPRDA process. 

 

Your comments have been received and have been taken into consideration.  In short please find a response 

to your contribution below:   

 

• As detailed in the Scoping Report: Chapter 8 (Plan of Study) a number of specialist studies will be 

undertaken during the EIA Phase to determine the environmental, social and economic impacts 

associated with the proposed mining activities.  Mitigation measures will be determined to prevent the 

impacts, and where this is not possible, minimise the impacts to an acceptable level. 

• These will be presented during our Open Day and addressed in detail in the EIA/EMP report. 

 

Thank you for your contribution.  Please do not hesitate to contact us for any further clarification. 

 

Best Regards, 

 

 

LIZINDA DICKSON 

Public Participation Manager 

(Naledi Development (Pty) Ltd) 

Tel: (012) 543 9093, Fax: 0862361672; coal.gsp@gmail.com 
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fransis

Subject: Chapudi projek

-----Original Message----- 
From: erikahelm@mweb.co.za [mailto:erikahelm@mweb.co.za] 
Sent: 26 August 2013 08:54 AM 
To: Peter Marx 
Cc: Florence Duval; Rowena Slack 
Subject: RE: Chapudi projek 
 
Peter, 
 
Dankie vir jou verduideliking, ek verstaan nou beter.  Het Rio Tinto prospektering gedoen 
in die gebied tydens hulle besit van die reg? 
 
Jy praat van prospektering en eksplorasie - is dit nie twee verskillende goed nie?  
Volgens my kennis is prospektering vir minerale en eksplorasie vir gas? 
 
Dankie vir jou moeite. 
 
Erika 
 
From:                   Peter Marx <Peter.Marx@coalofafrica.com> 
To:                     "erikahelm@mweb.co.za" <erikahelm@mweb.co.za> 
Copies to:              Florence Duval <Florence.Duval@coalofafrica.com>, Rowena Slack 
        <Rowena.Slack@coalofafrica.com> 
Subject:                RE: Chapudi projek 
Date sent:              Mon, 26 Aug 2013 06:39:31 +0000 
 
From:                   erikahelm@mweb.co.za [mailto:erikahelm@mweb.co.za] <br> 
To:                     Peter Marx<br> 
Subject:                Chapudi projek</span></p> 
 
Hi Erika, 
 
Dankie vir jou naavraag. Die verwysing na prospektering werk as volg: 
 
*Terwyl ons 'n propekteer reg besit kan ons prospekteer *As die prospekteer reg nie meer 
verleng kan word nie moet ons 
    dit beskerm met ?n myreg aansoek 
*Nadat die prospekteer reg verval het en voor die mynreg 
    toegeken word, mag ons nie prospekteer nie *Wanneer die mynreg toegeken is kan ons 
weer prospekteer 
 
As gevolg van hierdie prosesse moet ons wag vir die toekenning van die mynreg voordat ons 
verdure eksplorasie kan doe nom genoeg inligting in te win voordat ons die haalbaarheid 
studies kan begin. Dit beteken nie da tons weer vir n prospekteer reg aansoek doen nie, 
maar wel verder prospekteer. 
 
Ek hoop dit beantwoord jou vraag. 
 
Vriendelike groete 
 
Peter Marx 
Project Coordinator 
 
Coal of Africa Limited 
2nd Floor, Gabba Building, The Campus 57 Sloane Street, Bryanston, 2021 
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Tel: +27 11 575 4363 | DL: 
Fax: +27 86 672 6868| Mobile: +27 82 337 5553 
 
mailto:Peter.Marx@coalofafrica.com 
www.coalofafrica.com 
 
Disclaimer 
This e-mail is intended only for the person to whom it is addressed.If an addressing or 
transmission error has misdirected this e-mail, please notify the author by replying to 
this e-mail. If you are not the intended recipient you may not use, disclose, print or 
rely on this e-mail. Coal of Africa Limited may monitor outgoing and incoming e-mails and 
other telecommunications on its e-mail and telecommunications systems. If this e-mail is 
not related to the business of Coal of Africa Limited, it is sent by the above named in 
their individual, non-business capacity and is not on behalf of Coal of Africa Limited. 
-----Original Message----- 
From: erikahelm@mweb.co.za [mailto:erikahelm@mweb.co.za] 
Sent: 26 August 2013 08:17 AM 
To: Peter Marx 
Subject: Chapudi projek 
 
Hi Peter, 
 
Na aanleiding van Saterdag se vergadering wil ek net graag die volgende navraag doen. 
 
In die vergadering is daar genoem dat julle nou aansoek gedoen het vir mynregte, julle het 
Rio Tinto se prospekteerregte oorgeneem, wat besig is om te verval of van dit het reeds 
verval. Daarna sal julle dan aansoek doen om prospekteer regte. 
 
Dit klink vir my verkeerd om. Word daar nie eers vir prospektering aansoek gedoen 
aangesien julle 'n vermoede het van die spesifieke mineraal op die plase, doen dan 
prospektering om die vermoede te bevestig en na aanleiding van die resultate of dit wel 
geskik is en voldoende is word daar aansoek gedoen vir mynregte om die spesifieke mineraal 
te myn. 
 
Ek sal dit waardeer as jy vir my 'n bietjie daaromtrent kan verduidelik. 
 
Groete 
ERIKA 
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