
 

 
 

 

GREATER SOUTPANSBERG PROJECT: MOPANE PROJECT 

PUBLIC OPEN DAY 

 

Date:  19 October 2013 

Time:  9:00 -17h00 

Place:  Tshipise Forever Resort Conference Centre 

 

 

1 OPENING 

 

The meeting was opened by Mr Eddie Mashau, who introduced himself as the independent facilitator for the 

meeting. He encouraged the following rules of engagement for the day: 

 We encourage constructive and collaborative engagement 

 All views and inputs are valuable and will be acknowledged 

 Respect each other when speaking 

 Keep to the Agenda 

 All comments and questions must be directed through the facilitator 

 Questions in mother tongue are welcome 

 When commenting please introduce yourself and the organisation you represent  

 Cell phones to be placed on silent or off 

 

 

2 WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

 

Welcome and Introductions was done by Mr Joe Mathebula, the Chairperson of MbeuYashu. He presented the 

following key points: 

 In April 2012, CoAL completed the acquisition of exploration properties in the Soutpansberg Coalfield from 

Rio Tinto Minerals Development which are held in Chapudi Coal (Pty) Ltd and Kwezi Mining Exploration 

(Pty) Ltd 

 A Broad Based Black Economic Empowerment deal was concluded with Rothe Investments (Pty) Ltd, to 

form a company called MbeuYashu, meaning “our seed”.  Rothe Investments holds 26% of MbeuYashu, with 

CoAL owning 74% 

 MbeuYashu submitted mining right applications for the Generaal Project in May 2013, and received the 

acceptance letter from Department of Mineral Resources (DMR) in August 2013 

 The consolidation of the coking coal resource in the Soutpansberg offers MbeuYashu the unique 

opportunity to : 



­ Enable meaningful socio-economic transformation in the area through the adoption of key areas like 

education and infrastructural development 

­ Optimise efficiency of resources and infrastructure 

­ Create opportunities for partnership to facilitate the objectives of the National Development Plan and 

the Provincial Growth and Development Strategy 

 

3 PURPOSE OF THE MEETING 

 

Mr Riaan van der Merwe, Mineral Resource Manager of CoAL, provided the purpose of the meeting as follows: 

 Provide an Overview of MbeuYashu and CoAL 

 Provide an Overview of the Mopane Project 

 Provide an Overview of the Regulatory Processes 

 Share high-level results of the Environmental Impact Assessment and Management Programme 

 Provide an opportunity for stakeholders to raise questions, make comments and get clarification 

 

4 HISTORY AND OVERVIEW 

 

Mr Cobus Bronn, Chief Operating Officer of CoAL, and Ms Florence Duval, Corporate Affairs Manager of CoAL jointly 

presented the CoAL overview and Repositioning Strategy: 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Mr Mashudu Ramano, Chairman of MbeuYashu Social and Ethics Committee presented MbeuYashu Stakeholder 

Strategy and Vision as follows: 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

  



 

5 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

 

Prof Willem van Riet, presented the work done to date at a Regional Scale: 

 

 

 
 



 
 

Mr Cobus Bronn, Chief Operating Officer of CoAL, presented the Greater Soutpansberg Project and in more detail 

the Mopane Project: 

 
 



 

 

 
  



 

6 MPRDA ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT PROGRAMME PROCESS 

Mr Baldwin Khosa, Regulatory Affairs Manager for CoAL presented the Mineral and Petroleum Resource 

Development Act Regulatory process pertaining to the Environmental Impact Assessment and Management 

Programme as well as Public Participation Processes: 

 

Long Term Planning Schedule 

 
 

 
 

  



 

7 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT PROGRAMME REPORT 

 

Marietjie Eksteen, Independent Environmental Practitioner and Lizinda Dickson, Independent Socio-economic 

specialist and Public Participation Manager joint presented the Environmental Impact Assessment and Management 

Plan Report:  
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10 CLOSING REMARKS 

 

Mr Joe Mathebula, Chairperson of MbeuYashu welcomed all Interested and Affected Parties to submit written 

questions, issues and comments. He thanked everyone for their attendance and participation. The meeting was 

closed at 17:00. 

 

 

 

 




































































































































