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South Africa

T: +27 21 481 8700
F: +086 606 7121
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JOB TITLE Camden Renewable Energy Complex

PROJECT NUMBER 41103247

DATE 19 October 2021

TIME 10h00  11h20

VENUE Online (MS Teams)

SUBJECT Pre-Application Meeting with DFFE (Ref: 2021-10-0008)

CLIENT ENERTRAG South Africa (Pty) Ltd
Camden I Solar RF (Pty) Ltd
Camden I Wind RF (Pty) Ltd
Camden II Wind RF (Pty) Ltd

PRESENT Olivia Letlalo (DFFE)  OL
Makhosi Yeni (DFFE  MY
Thando Booi (DFFE)  TB
Mahlatse Shubane (DFFE)  MS
Thembisile Hlatshwayo (DFFE) TH
Mmatlala Rabothata (DFFE)  MR
Sean Maphosa (ENERTRAG)  SM
Zwivhuya Mutele (ENERTRAG)  ZM
Gideon Raath (ENERTRAG)  GR
Ashlea Strong (WSP)  AS
Babalwa Mqokeli (WSP)  BM

APOLOGIES Portia Makitla (DFFE)
Seoka Lekota (DFFE)

DISTRIBUTION As above (Appendix A)

MATTERS ARISING ACTION

1.0 INTRODUCTIONS AND WELCOME

AS welcomed everyone to the conversation. This was followed by a round of
introductions and an overview of the meeting agenda.
A presentation was made to all attendees to provide information on the projects.

*AS received consent from all parties present to record the meeting.
** A copy of the PowerPoint presentation has been attached hereto for reference (Appendix B).

2.0 PRESENTATION AND DSICUSSION
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MATTERS ARISING ACTION

2.1 Project Background and Description
AS provided a brief overview of the proposed Projects (Camden Renewable Energy
Complex):

identifying the four Special Project Vehicles (SPVs) as the Applicants (i.e., Camden
I Wind RF (Pty) Ltd, Camden I Solar RF (Pty) Ltd, Camden II Wind RF (Pty) Ltd
and ENERTRAG South Africa (Pty) Ltd).
Outlining that the proposed Projects are being developed in the tandem with the
DMRE Integrated Resource Plan (IRP) and the Renewable Energy Independent
Power Producer Procurement Programme (REIPPP)

The Complex will be divided into seven standalone projects, namely:
Camden I Wind Energy Facility (up to 210MW).
Camden I Wind Energy Facility up to 400kV Grid Connection
Camden I Solar 100MW.
Camden I Solar up to up to 400kV Grid Connection.
Camden II Wind Energy Facility (up to 210MW).
Camden II Wind Energy Facility up to 132kV Grid Connection.
Camden Green Hydrogen and Ammonia Facility

The location of the Project areas was identified as being in the Msukaligwa and Dr Pixley
Ka Seme Local Municipalities, within the Gert Sibande District Municipality, in the
Mpumalanga Province.
The farm portions affected by the two WEFs and SEF, based on the initial layout, were
outlined.
The location of the Project areas was shown on the maps.
Typical infrastructure associated with the Wind and Solar projects was outlined.
Key considerations noted included:

 the presence of critical biodiversity areas (CBAs), ecological support areas (ESAs),
and National Protected Area Expansion Strategy Focus Areas (NPAES),
the project area falls within the Air Quality Highveld Priority Area, and
the project area does not fall within any Strategic Transmission Corridor (STC) or
Renewable Energy Development Zone (REDZ).

TB asked whether there is an approved/adopted Bioregional Plan for Mpumalanga
Province, regarding the CBAs and ESAs

AS stated, that at this stage that the most recent SANBI BGIS database is being used
and have not looked at the Mpumalanga Bioregional Plan as yet
GR added that the Mpumalanga Biodiversity Sector Plan was the basis for the
CBA/ESA classifications, and enquired on whether the question relates to the Sector
Plan being gazetted
TB added that there are implications for the Listed Activities contained in Listing
Notice 3 when a Bioregional Plan has been adopted.
AS confirmed that preliminary Listed Activities from Listing Notice 3 have been
identified as a result of the considered Biodiversity Sector Plan on BGIS.
Additionally, the Biodiversity Specialists will also consider the most recent
Biodiversity Sector Plans

2.2 Permitting Processes
AS ran through the provisional Environmental Authorisation Processes that will be
undertaken:

Five Scoping and Environmental Impact Assessment Processes:
Camden I Wind Energy Facility (up to 210MW).
Camden I Wind Energy Facility up to 400kV Grid Connection
Camden I Solar 100MW,
Camden I Solar up to up to 400kV Grid Connection (**To be confirmed)
Camden II Wind Energy Facility (up to 210MW)

Basic Assessment Process:
Camden II Wind Energy Facility up to 132kV Grid Connection

Water Use Licence / Water Use Authorisation Process will be undertaken in parallel
as needed

DFFE will provide
comments on the
already submitted
PP Plan, and WSP
to update and
submit final PP
Plan for approval
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AS ran through the applicable Listed Activities of the EIA Regulations (2014, as
amended) that have been identified to date, noting that Listing Notice 1, Listing Notice 2
and Listing Notice 3 are triggered as applicable for each of the projects.
AS highlighted that additional Listing Notice 3 Activities may be identified as the BA
Scoping Processes progress and will be added to the Application.

TB added that Listed Activities section needs to also include detail on how each sub-
activity of the Listed Activity is triggered (that is, why each identified Activity is
applicable).

GR enquired whether omitting the sub-activity or stating the incorrect sub-
activity  would result in the entire activity not being authorised.
TB highlighted that it is important to include all the applicable aspects of the
Listed Activity (including sub-Activity) in the Application. Also add
information and detail on how/why it is applicable for each aspect of the
Activity.
MS reiterated that the EAP needs to highlight how each Listed Activity is
triggered and that the onus is on the EAP to ensure that all relevant Listed
Activities have been identified and are included in the Application form.

OL added that all the applicable components of the projects that are relevant to the
Listed Activity must be identified/detailed/described. (E.g., if the Activity lists
transmission and distribution infrastructure then account for all related infrastructure
such as substation  and not only state powerlines)
OL also added that the relevant Activity relating to BESS must be included if
applicable. Should it not form a triggered Activity then clarity and motivation of
same must be included.

AS confirmed that the motivation will be included in the relevant Application
form.
GR enquired on the specific Listed Activity for BESS.
OL responded that it is Activity of 14 of Listing Notice 1, however only if
assembled on site. Should it be pre-
GR confirmed that a pre-assembled structure is currently proposed, however
should this change then the relevant Activity will be included.

OL stated that the preferred technology for the BESS must be included in the
Application, and the assessment and mitigation measure for the preferred and
alternative technologies must be clearly indicated and detailed in the report.

GR stated that the preferred technology has not been confirmed at this stage and
asked whether it would be essential at application stage or can it be included at
Reporting phase.
OL stated that it is important that all technologies, including the preferred
technology, are assessed during the EIA process (i.e., impacts associated with
each technology are assessed and the mitigation measures are included). All
alternatives must be assessed so that in the event an amendment is required with
regards to the technology, the applicant can prove that it was assessed during the
initial process.

2.3 Specialist Assessments
 AS ran through the identified sensitivities as per the DFFE Online Screening Tool report,
and specialist assessments noted therein.
AS identified the specialist assessments that are to be undertaken as part of the BA and
EIA processes, as well as the studies that are not being undertaken as part of the
assessments and supporting reasons for their exclusion.
AS added that the Specialist studies will be undertaken in accordance with the relevant
Protocols.
AS highlighted the relevant Commenting Authorities for the studies that will not be
undertaken (such as Defence, Civil and RFI) will be consulted for comment as part of
PPP.

2.4 Competent Authority
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AS indicated that DFFE had been identified as the Competent Authority (CA) and
requested DFFE confirmation.
Clarity was obtained that the provincial department (MDARDLEA) was identified as CA
for the ammonia plant.
TB asked whether the projects would form part of the DMRE IRP bidding process?

GR stated that the projects are considered for inclusion in bidding process, with also
an option for Private Off take if there is a demand.

TB confirmed that DFFE is the CA if projects are undertaken as part of the IRP process
AS stated, that due to the projects being large scale electricity generation projects, DFFE
is considered the CA.
OL requested clarity on whether the intention is to combine the process considering the
number of projects

AS confirmed that each project will be a separate Application

2.5 Public Participation Process
AS provided an overview of the proposed public participation process in accordance with
the EIA Regulations (2014, as amended).
AS noted, that a draft Public Participation (PP) Plan was submitted to DFFE together
with the Pre-Application meeting request.
AS asked whether DFFE would like anything specific to be added to PP Process.

MS stated that DFFE will review the PPP Plan submitted and provide a written
response as part of the approval process of the PP Plan.
OL added that DFFE will provide comments on the already submitted PP Plan for
WSP to update as submit final PP Plan for approval.

2.6 Timeframes
AS noted, that the projects will follow the standard Authority timeframes due to the fact
that the projects are not within the REDZs:

Basic Assessment  107 days
S&EIA  107 days

OL asked whether the intention is to submit the Application first and then the report and
cautioned on submitting the Applications and the Draft Reports later, as a measure to
avoid the applications lapsing.
OL highlighted that a SIP confirmation letter should be obtained from Eskom and
submitted with the Applications. In the event that the projects are confirmed as SIPs, a
57-days authority decision-making timeframe will apply.
OL provide the relevant contact details: SIP Coordinator details:
rowan.beukes@eskom.co.za
GR enquired on the timeframe for the submission of the SIP Confirmation letter.

OL suggested that it is submitted at Application phase to be considered as SIP
projects well in time.

3.0 QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS

AS opened the floor for any comments or questions. The following items were raised and discussed.

3.1 Specific Clarification
GR requested confirmation on whether it would be acceptable for the Specialists to
compile combined reports for the respective clusters (i.e., Camden 1 Report to report on
WEF+ Ammonia + Grid) or would the DFFE require separate reports for each project.

MY stated that if the Specialist studies have considered the Protocols in their
Specialist Assessments and the studies are undertaken in accordance with the
protocols then combined reports will not be an issue.
MS added that if the one report speaks to all the projects then a combine report is
suitable.
MS added that the combined report for each study must ensure that it concludes on
each specific component of the project (in detail) and stipulate the
opinion on whether each project component can be authorised/proceed. The
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recommendations must be specific and not follow a blanket approach for the
projects.

GR enquired on the number of Case officers that will be handling the projects,
considering that these are multiple projects.

MY stated that the DFFE will handle the allocation of the projects accordingly.
There would be an indication in the submitted Application that references this Pre-
Application meeting, and the applications can therefore be distributed to any of the
three Case Officers that are in attendance at this Meeting. The DFFE will decide if
there is a need to utilise more than one case officer.
AS noted, that the Applications would be submitted via the DFFE online submission
platform and distributed to the Case Officer(s) as required.

MR asked that given that ATNS are now the official party responsible for obstacle
assessments and effectively subcontract CAA, would a comment from ATNS be
sufficient as part of the EIA process, for the purpose of fulfilling the
requirement of obtaining comment from CAA

TB stated that the protocols must be followed, and comments must be obtained from
CAA as required.
OL added that if ATNS subcontracted CAA, then the subcontract agreement letter
and comments from ATNS can be considered sufficient and submitted together for
consideration.

Post Meeting Note: Confirmation was obtained from the CAA, via email on 25 October
2021, noting that in terms of Obstacle Notice 1/2021  Appointment of New Windfarm
Obstacle Application Service Provider, as of the 1st of May 2021 Air Traffic and
Navigation Services (ATNS) has been appointed as the new Obstacle application Service
Provider for Windfarms and later Solar Plants. Their responsibility pertains to the
assessments, maintenance, and all other related matters in respect to Windfarms and in
due time Power Plant assessments.

3.2 Site Sensitivities
MR requested clarity on characteristics that make the site/project area fall under a CBA,
as well as aspects of the site that have resulted in its high sensitivity determination as per
the Screening Tool.

The screening Report mentions that there are CBAs as outlined by the Biodiversity
Sector Plan, and the aspects characterising the site as a CBA will also be detailed in
the Biodiversity Specialist study.

MR also enquired on what the site sensitivity rating would be after the implementation of
mitigation measures.

AS stated, that detailed information on the sensitivity of the project site post
mitigation will be provided in the Biodiversity Specialist Report.

MR also advised that the reports must detail the type of CB that it is, whether it is CBA1
or CBA 2, and that the Processes and Reporting also take into consideration the
Provincial Conservation Sector Plans

AS confirmed that Provincial Conservation Plans will be considered in the
Processes, including the Biodiversity studies.

3.3 Confirmation of Online Submission
AS noted, that the BA and S&EIA Applications would be submitted via the DFFE online
submission platform.
MR provided contact details for the submission electronic reports to the Biodiversity
Directorate. Furthermore, MR noted that reports can also be sent via we transfer
(Directorate: Biodiversity Conservation at Email: BCAdmin@environment.gov.za for
attention of Mr Seoka Lekota).

3.4 General Comments
TB emphasised the requirement to submit the Generic EMPrs for the substation and
powerlines as part of the Grid Connections EMPrs.
OL added that the amended version of the PP Plan must be submitted to MS, MY, TB,
TH and OL.
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4.0 WAY FORWARD

WSP to formalise meeting minutes and submit via email to DFFE for approval.

No further points were raised for discussion.

The meeting was closed at 11:20

WSP to formalise
meeting minutes
and distribute for
approval

APPROVED

_______________________________________ __________________________________
WSP Enertrag

Name:__Ashlea Strong ___________________ Name:__Gideon Raath ________________

Date:___17 November 2021 ________________ Date:_____ 17 November 2021 _________

______________________________________
DFFE

Name:_________________________________

Date:__________________________________

NEXT MEETING

No additional meetings have been scheduled.

Olivia Letlalo

18 November 2021
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South Africa 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN FOR THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT AND BASIC 

ASSESSMENT PROCESSES FOR THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY 

COMPLEX 

DFFE REF NUMBER: TO BE CONFIRMED ONCE RESPECTIVE APPLICATIONS 

SUBMITTED 

The restrictions enforced in terms of Government Gazette 43096 which placed the country in a national state of disaster limiting the 

movement of people to curb the spread of the COVID-19 virus has placed some limitations on the commencement and continuation 

of the public consultation as part of an EIA process. Considering these limitations, the following consultation process has been 

designed and will be implemented, on approval by the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE), to cater for 

the facilitation of the public participation process (PPP). The PPP includes Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs), the competent 

authority, directly impacted landowners/occupiers, adjacent landowners/occupiers, relevant Organs of State departments, 

Municipalities, ward councillors and other key stakeholders and all other parties that may have interest on this project.   

The Public Participation Plan (PPP) is submitted as per the requirements of the General Provisions of Annexure 2 of the Regulations 

issued in terms of Section 27(2) of the Disaster Management Act, 2002 (Act No.57 of 2002). Which was published on 05 June 2020 

in Government Notice No R560 of Government Gazette No 43412.  

This plan has been developed for the environmental impact and basic assessment processes required for the Camden Renewable 

Energy Complex.  The projects associated with this complex include: 

— Environmental Impact Assessment for the Camden I Wind Energy Facility (up to 210MW) 

— Environmental Impact Assessment for the Camden I Wind Energy Facility up to 400kV Grid Connection, including up to 400kV Collector 

Substation and Camden Power Station up to 400kV Grid connection. 

— Environmental Impact Assessment for the Camden I Solar Energy Facility (up to 100MW)  

— Environmental Impact Assessment for the Camden I Solar Energy Facility up to 400kV Grid Connection  

— Environmental Impact Assessment for the Camden II Wind Energy Facility (up to 210MW)  

— Basic Assessment for the Camden II Wind Energy Facility up to 132kV Grid Connection  

According to Section (2)(4)(f) of the National Environmental Management Act (NEMA), the participation of all I&APs must be 

promoted and all potential I&APs must be informed early and in an informative and proactive way regarding applications that may 

affect their lives or livelihood in order to give effect to the above sections, and that it is essential to ensure that there is adequate and 

appropriate opportunity for public participation in decisions that may affect the environment.  

A consolidated I&AP database will be compiled for these processes. The I&APs will be provided with opportunity to review and 

make comments on all relevant documentation associated with the above-mentioned applications. 

Table 1 provides the competent authority with the detailed outline of the public participation process that will be undertaken for the 

projects.  Table 2 provides the competent authority with an outline of the meetings  

The requirements of the Protection of Personal Information Act, 2013 (Act No. 14 of 2013) (POPIA) relating to registers of I&APs 

and the inclusion of comments in reports will be taken into consideration. 
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Table 1: Proposed Public Participation Plan 

SUMMARY OF PPP REQUIREMENT 

(GNR 326 OF EIA REGULATIONS) PROPOSED PLAN/ACTIVITIES 

39 (1) If the proponent is not the owner or 

person in control of the land on which the 

activity is to be undertaken, the proponent 

must, before applying for an environmental 

authorisation in respect of such activity, obtain 

the written consent of the landowner or person 

in control of the land to undertake such activity 

on that land. 

— Landowner consent letters will be obtained for each of the farms portions where the 

proposed activities will be undertaken. Consent letters will be included in the 

Application forms for Environmental Authorisation. 

39 (2) Subregulation (1) does not apply in 

respect of— 

(a) linear activities; 

(b) activities constituting, or activities 

directly related to prospecting or 

exploration of a mineral and 

petroleum resource or extraction and 

primary processing of a mineral or 

petroleum resource; and 

(c) strategic integrated projects as 

contemplated in the Infrastructure 

Development Act, 2014. 

— Landowner Consent Letters are not required for linear activities.  

— Notification letters of the Environmental Assessment Processes undertaken for the 

linear projects will be distributed via email and/or hand delivery (as required) to the 

directly impacted landowners or occupiers of the land.  

40 (1) The public participation process to 

which the— 

(a) basic assessment report and EMPr, 

and where applicable the closure plan, 

submitted in terms of regulation 19; 

and 

(b) scoping report submitted in terms of 

regulation 21 and the environmental 

impact assessment report and EMPr 

submitted in terms of regulation 23;  

was subjected to must give all potential or 

registered interested and affected parties, 

including the competent authority, a period of 

at least 30 days to submit comments on each 

of the basic assessment report, EMPr, scoping 

report and environmental impact assessment 

report, and where applicable the closure plan, 

as well as the report contemplated in 

regulation 32, if such reports or plans are 

submitted at different times. 

— Notification of the availability of the Scoping and Environmental Impact (S&EIA) and 

Basic Assessment (BA) Reports as relevant for the relevant Camden Renewable 

Energy Complex projects, as well as the period for review will be sent to all identified 

and registered stakeholders via email and sms. 

— The Draft Reports will be made available to all stakeholders for a 30-day comment 

period as follows: 

— From WSP on request and electronic copies can be shared via secure links that 

will be emailed. 

— On the WSP website as well as on a data free website1 for download. 

— Hard copies of the Reports will be placed at the relevant public places such as 

libraries, community halls, ward councillor offices etc. 

— CDs and/or Hard Copies submitted to the relevant Organs of State. 

— Submitted to the DFFE via the DFFE online portal. 

 

Note: Should the COVID-19 level be level 3 or higher at time of disclosure, WSP 

will confirm with the local libraries, as to whether they are open and able to accept 

documents for public review. In the event that public places are not available due 

to COVID restrictions WSP will provide the Local Ward Councillors with copies 

of the reports to ensure that I&APs without access to the internet are provided 

access to the required documentation. Furthermore, the data free website will be 

available to all I&APs. 

40 (2) The public participation process 

contemplated in this regulation must provide 

— Provision has been made to ensure all project information will be made available to all 

I&APs, and that they are afforded the opportunity to participate in the projects, as well 

 

1 A data free website is a website that the public can access and download information without using their own 

data or incurring costs 
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(GNR 326 OF EIA REGULATIONS) PROPOSED PLAN/ACTIVITIES 

access to all information that reasonably has 

or may have the potential to influence any 

decision with regard to an application unless 

access to that information is protected by law 

and must include consultation with─  

(a) the competent authority. 

(b) every State department that administers a 

law relating to a matter affecting the 

environment relevant to an application for 

an environmental authorisation.  

(c) all organs of state which have jurisdiction 

in respect of the activity to which the 

application relates; and 

(d) all potential, or, where relevant, registered 

interested and affected parties. 

as submit comments and raise any concerns and/or issues with regards to the proposed 

projects. This will include: 

— Identification of stakeholders with a potential interest in the project will be at the 

outset of the project. 

— All stakeholders identified will be registered on the project stakeholder database, 

and the database will be maintained throughout the S&EIA and BA processes. 

— The stakeholder database will include all relevant authorities (government 

departments and relevant district and local municipalities), ward councillors, 

relevant conservation bodies and non-governmental organisations (NGO’s), as 

well as neighbouring landowners and the surrounding community. 

— General communication (written notification) with identified stakeholders (public 

and other government departments/authorities) on the proposed projects. 

— Distribution of the Background Information Document (BID), inclusive of a 

Registration and Comments Form, to allow stakeholders to register and ensure all 

comments and queries regarding the projects are captured for inclusion in the 

relevant Stakeholder Engagement Reports.  

— Consultation of relevant communities via the Ward Councillor and/or community 

representative, in a manner determined and/or required during stakeholder 

engagement. 

40 (3) Potential or registered interested and 

affected parties, including the competent 

authority, may be provided with an 

opportunity to comment on reports and plans 

contemplated in subregulation (1) prior to 

submission of an application but must be 

provided with an opportunity to comment on 

such reports once an application has been 

submitted to the competent authority. 

— Reports will be made available to all potential or registered I&APS following the 

submission of the applications to the DFFE, that is during the legislated relevant report 

review periods. 

— Reports will be available on request, on the WSP website, and in hard copy at 

appropriate public places in the study area such as public libraries and municipal 

officers. 

— All I&APs will be provided an opportunity to comment on the reports and submit 

comments directly to the EAP. Comments can be submitted in the following ways: 

— Comments Forms via comment form booklets at public places or via fax or email 

— Written comments via email or fax 

— Telephonically for capturing by the EAP; and  

— Via Whatsapp or SMS (including the use of “please call me”). 

41(2) The person conducting a PPP must give 

notice to all potential I&APs by- 

(a) fixing a notice board at a place conspicuous 

to and accessible by the public at the boundary, 

on the fence or along the corridor of—  

(i) the site where the activity to which the 

application or proposed application relates 

is or is to be undertaken; and  

(ii) any alternative site; 

— Placement of site notices (in English, Afrikaans and IsiZulu) at appropriate locations 

on site (at the wind and solar facilities and at various points along the OHPL routes) 

and in the surrounding area.  

— This will include the boundary/access road to the sites, as well as additional public 

places within the greater Ermelo area, such as grocery stores, municipality, and/or local 

public libraries. 

(b) giving written notice, in any of the manners 

provided for in section 47D of the Act, to—  

(i) the occupiers of the site and, if the 

proponent or applicant is not the owner or 

person in control of the site on which the 

activity is to be undertaken, the owner or 

person in control of the site where the 

activity is or is to be undertaken and to any 

alternative site where the activity is to be 

undertaken;  

— A written notification (in English ,Afrikaans, and Isizulu) will be sent to owners and 

occupiers on or adjacent to the proposed project sites, municipality ward councillors, 

local and district municipality, and relevant state departments.    

— General communication (written notification) with stakeholders (public and 

government departments/authorities) throughout the respective environmental impact 

assessment (EIA) and basic assessment (BA) processes.   

— Stakeholders will be added to the database on request as the project progresses. 
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(GNR 326 OF EIA REGULATIONS) PROPOSED PLAN/ACTIVITIES 

(ii) owners, persons in control of, and 

occupiers of land adjacent to the site where 

the activity is or is to be undertaken and to 

any alternative site where the activity is to 

be undertaken;   

(iii) the municipal councillor of the ward in 

which the site and alternative site is situated 

and any organisation of ratepayers that 

represent the community in the area;   

(iv) the municipality which has jurisdiction 

in the area;  

(v) any organ of state having jurisdiction in 

respect of any aspect of the activity; and  

(vi) any other party as required by the 

competent authority; 

(c) placing an advertisement in— 

(i) one local newspaper; or  

(ii) any official Gazette that is published 

specifically for the purpose of providing 

public notice of applications or other 

submissions made in terms of these 

Regulations;   

An advert will be published in relevant local newspapers (in English, Afrikaans 

and IsiZulu), formally announcing the commencement of the Environmental 

Authorisation (EA) applications, requesting stakeholders to register their interest 

in the project, and informing them of the release of the Draft Scoping, EIA and BA 

Reports for public review and comment.   

(d) placing an advertisement in at least one 

provincial newspaper or national newspaper, if 

the activity has or may have an impact that 

extends beyond the boundaries of the 

metropolitan or district municipality in which 

it is or will be undertaken 

It has been established that advertising in provincial and national newspapers is 

not required as the impact of the activities do not extend beyond the boundaries of 

the district municipality or province in which the Project will be undertaken. 

(e) using reasonable alternative methods, as 

agreed to by the competent authority, in those 

instances where a person is desirous of but 

unable to participate in the process due to—  

(i) illiteracy;  

(ii) disability; or  

(iii) any other disadvantage. 

— A consolidated I&AP database will be compiled for the project. Any existing I&AP 

databases for other projects in the area known to the applicant will be utilised as a basis 

for the database. These I&APs will be contacted to request formal consent to be 

included in the projects’ database, in line with the POPI Act. As part of the verification 

process, existing I&APs will be contacted telephonically and asked to confirm their 

preferred method of communication.  

— The relevant ward councillors will be contacted to ensure that community-based 

organisations are aware of the Project and can assist in distributing and communicating 

relevant Project information to community members.  

— Virtual focus group meetings will be held in each phase of the project.   

— In the event that face-to-face meetings are requested, these will be arranged on a case 

by case basis, taking into account the relevant COVID restrictions at the time of the 

request. 

— I&APs will be able to contact the EAP via email, fax, telephone, whatsapp or SMS 

(Including the use of “please call me”). 

41 (3) A notice, notice board or advertisement 

referred to in subregulation (2) must— 

(a) give details of the application or 

proposed application which is 

subjected to public participation; and  

— An advert will be published in relevant local newspapers (in English, Afrikaans and 

IsiZulu), formally announcing the commencement of the Environmental Authorisation 

(EA) applications, requesting stakeholders to register their interest in the project, and 

informing them of the release of the Draft Scoping, EIA and BA Reports for public 

review and comment. 
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(b) state— 

(i) whether basic assessment or 

S&EIR procedures are being 

applied to the application; 

(ii)  the nature and location of the 

activity to which the 

application relates; 

(iii) where further information on 

the application or proposed 

application can be obtained; 

and 

(iv) the manner in which and the person to 

whom representations in respect of the 

application or proposed application 

may be made. 

— Site notices (in English, Afrikaans and IsiZulu) will be placed at appropriate locations 

on site) and in the surrounding area. The size and content of the site notices will be in 

line with Regulation 41 (3) and 41(4) as contained herein.  

41 (4) A notice board referred to in 

subregulation (2) must— 

(a) be of a size of at least 60cm by 42cm; 

and 

(b) display the required information in 

lettering and in a format as may be 

determined by the competent 

authority. 

41 (5) Where public participation is conducted 

in terms of this regulation for an application 

or proposed application, subregulation (2)(a), 

(b), (c) and (d) need not be complied with 

again during the additional public 

participation process contemplated in 

regulations 19(1)(b) or 23(1)(b) or the public 

participation process contemplated in 

regulation 21(2)(d), on condition that— 

(a) such process has been preceded by a 

public participation process which 

included compliance with 

subregulation (2)(a), (b), (c) and (d); 

and 

(b) written notice is given to registered 

interested and affected parties 

regarding where the— 

(i) revised basic assessment 

report or, EMPr or closure 

plan, as contemplated in 

regulation 19(1)(b); 

(ii) revised environmental impact 

assessment report or EMPr as 

—  If the revised reports are required to undergo additional review, the requirements of 

Regulation 41(5) will be followed. 
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contemplated in regulation 

23(1)(b); or 

(iii) environmental impact 

assessment report and EMPr 

as contemplated in regulation 

21(2)(d);  

may be obtained, the manner in which and the 

person to whom representations on these 

reports or plans may be made and the date on 

which such representations are due.   

41 (6) When complying with this regulation, 

the person conducting the public participation 

process must ensure that— 

(a) information containing all relevant 

facts in respect of the application or proposed 

application is made available to potential 

interested and affected parties; and 

(b) participation by potential or 

registered interested and affected parties is 

facilitated in such a manner that all potential 

or registered interested and affected parties 

are provided with a reasonable opportunity to 

comment on the application or proposed 

application. 

— Provision has been made to ensure all project information will be made available to all 

I&APs, and that they are afforded the opportunity to participate in the projects, as well 

as submit comments and raise any concerns and/or issues with regards to the proposed 

projects. 

— A Notification Letter and BID will be compiled to provide preliminary information 

regarding the project and its location, as well as to invite comments from I&APs during 

the 30-day public review period of the Draft Reports. 

— All registered I&APs will be included in any communication regarding the application 

processes for the projects throughout the respective S&EIA and BA processes. 

41 (7) Where an environmental authorisation is 

required in terms of these Regulations and an 

authorisation, permit or licence is required in 

terms of a specific environmental management 

Act, the public participation process 

contemplated in this Chapter may be combined 

with any public participation processes 

prescribed in terms of a specific environmental 

management Act, on condition that all relevant 

authorities agree to such combination of 

processes. 

— Applications for the proposed projects will also be made under the National Water Act 

(NWA), through a Water Use Licence Application (WULA) or General Authorisation 

(GA) processes as applicable for the purposes of Water Use Authorisation under the 

National Water Act. A Public Participation Process (PPP) in terms of the EIA 

Regulations (contained herein) and the NWA will be undertaken. 

(42) A proponent or applicant must ensure the 

opening and maintenance of a register of 

interested and affected parties and submit 

such a register to the competent authority, 

which register must contain the names, 

contact details and addresses of— 

(a) all persons who, as a consequence of 

the public participation process 

conducted in respect of that 

application, have submitted written 

comments or attended meetings with 

the proponent, applicant or EAP;  

— Stakeholders with a potential interest in the Project will be identified at the outset of 

the Project and will include all relevant authorities (government departments and the 

local and district municipalities), relevant conservation bodies and non-governmental 

organisations (NGO’s), as well as landowners, neighbouring landowners and the 

surrounding community.  

— This stakeholder database will be updated on an ongoing basis as new stakeholders 

request to be registered.  

— All stakeholders identified will be registered on the project stakeholder database, and 

the database will be maintained throughout the EIA and BA processes. 

— The EAP will continue to ensure that individuals/organisations from referrals and 

networking are notified of the proposed project. 
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(b) all persons who have requested the 

proponent or applicant, in writing, for 

their names to be placed on the 

register; and  

(c) all organs of state which have 

jurisdiction in respect of the activity to 

which the application relates. 

(43) (1) A registered interested and affected 

party is entitled to comment, in writing, on all 

reports or plans submitted to such party 

during the public participation process 

contemplated in these Regulations and to 

bring to the attention of the proponent or 

applicant any issues which that party believes 

may be of significance to the consideration of 

the application, provided that the interested 

and affected party discloses any direct 

business, financial, personal or other interest 

which that party may have in the approval or 

refusal of the application. 

(2) In order to give effect to section 24O of 

the Act, any State department that administers 

a law relating to a matter affecting the 

environment must be requested, subject to 

regulation 7(2), to comment within 30 days. 

 

All Draft Reports will be made available to all stakeholders for a 30-day comment 

period. Strict adherence to all COVID-19 protocols and regulations as well as best 

practice measures will be ensured throughout PPP. As a result, the Draft Reports 

will be made available to stakeholders as follows: 

— From WSP on request and electronic copies can be shared via secure links that will be 

emailed. 

— On the WSP website and on a data free website for download. 

— Hard copies of the Reports will be placed at the relevant public places such as libraries, 

community halls, ward councillor offices 

— CDs and/or Hard Copies submitted to the relevant Organs of State. 

— Submitted to the DFFE via the DFFE online portal. 

 

Comment forms (in a bound booklet) will be placed with the Draft Reports at the 

abovementioned public places. These booklets will be collected at the end of the 

public review period as required. In addition, the contact details of EAP will be 

provided should the I&AP wish to contact the EAP directly.  

 

Note: Should the COVID-19 level be level 3 or higher at time of disclosure, WSP 

will confirm with the local libraries as to whether they are open and able to accept 

documents for public review. In the event that public places are not available due 

to COVID restrictions WSP will provide the Local Ward Councillors with copies 

of the reports to ensure that I&APs without access to the internet are provided 

access to the required documentation. Furthermore, the data free website will be 

available to all I&APs. 

 

A Comment and Response Report (CRR) will be generated for inclusion in Final 

Reports for consideration by the competent authority.     

44(1) The applicant must ensure that the 

comments of interested and affected parties 

are recorded in reports and plans and that such 

written comments, including responses to 

such comments and records of meetings, are 

attached to the reports and plans that are 

submitted to the competent authority in terms 

of these Regulations. 

(2)Where a person desires but is unable to 

access written comments as contemplated in 

subregulation (1) due to— 

(a) a lack of skills to read or write; 

(b) disability; or 

All I&APs will be able to submit comments directly to the EAP in the following ways: 

— Comments Forms via comment form booklets at public places or via fax or email 

— Written comments via email or fax 

— Telephonically for capturing by the EAP; and  

— Via Whatsapp or SMS.  

Comments received telephonically will be transcribed and captured as formal 

comments in the Comments and Responses Report. 

I&APs that do not have access to internet or emails will also be able to submit via 

the consultation process that includes engaging with the Ward Councillor and/or 

Community Representative. 
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(c)  any other disadvantage; 

reasonable alternative methods of recording 

comments must be provided for. 

Regulation 44 (2) The applicant must, in 

writing, within 14 days of the date of the 

decision on the application ensure that— 

(a)  all registered interested and affected 

parties are provided with access to the 

decision and the reasons for such 

decision; and 

(b) the attention of all registered 

interested and affected parties is 

drawn to the fact that an appeal may 

be lodged against the decision in terms 

of the National Appeal Regulations, if 

such appeal is available in the 

circumstances of the decision. 

Written notification of the decision on the EAs will be sent to all registered 

I&APs, as well as communicated via Ward Councillors to I&APs that do not 

have access to internet and emails. Registered I&APs will be informed of the 

appeal procedure as well as advised that copies of the EA decisions can be 

provided on request. 

 

 

Table 2: Meetings 

PROJECT MEETINGS 

Pre-Application Meeting A pre-application consultation with DFFE was held on 19 October 2021 to discuss 

the proposed projects, proposed approach, and confirm the processes. 

Public and/or Focus Group Meetings — Virtual focus group meetings will be held in each phase of the project.   

— In the event that face-to-face meetings are requested, these will be arranged on a case 

by case basis, taking into account the relevant COVID restrictions at the time of the 

request. 
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Mqokeli, Babalwa

From: Mahlatse Shubane <MSHUBANE@dffe.gov.za>
Sent: Thursday, 18 November 2021 08:43
To: Strong, Ashlea
Cc: Olivia Letlalo; Thando Booi; Makhosi Yeni; Thembisile Hlatshwayo; Gideon Raath;

Zwivhuya Mutele; Sean Maphosa; Mqokeli, Babalwa
Subject: Approval of PP plan 2021-10-0008
Attachments: 41103247_20211117_Enertrag_Camden_Public Participation Plan_Final DFFE

Submission.pdf

Importance: High

Dear Ashlea,

The revised Public Participation (PP) Plan received by this Department on 18 November 2021, refers.

Based on the information provided this Department decided to approve the PP Plan for the proposed project. You
may proceed with the PP process in accordance with tasks contemplated in the PP plan. Should you wish to deviate
from the submitted PP Plan, the amended PP Plan must be submitted to the Department for approval prior
commencement.

A copy of the PP Plan and this approval must be submitted as part of the application form when the application is
lodged.

Also note that submission of a PP Plan and approval thereof do not negate your responsibility to comply with the
requirements for public participation in terms of Regulations 39, 40, 41, 42, 43 & 44 of the EIA Regulations 2014, as
amended.

It is noted that a written notification will be sent out in IsiZulu, Afrikaans and English as well as advert will be
published in IsiZulu, Afrikaans and English. Kindly ensure that if there are any other languages apart from IsiZulu,
Afrikaans and English (for instance, Sotho and Tsonga), these languages must also be catered for when notifying
the Interested and affected parties of the proposed project as well as newspaper adverts.

Best regards,

MAHLATSE SHUBANE
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
Integrated Environmental Authorisations
  ND (Nature Conservation)  B-Tech (Nature Conservation)  M.Sc (Envrionmental Management)
 EAPASA Registered EAP (Registration Number 2016/21)  SACNASP Registered Scientist (Registration Number 400325/14)

Cell: 071 401 4463
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MEETING NOTES 
 

 

The Pavilion, 1st Floor 

Cnr Portswood and Beach Road, Waterfront 

Cape Town, 8001 

South Africa 

  

T: +27 21 481 8700 

F: +086 606 7121 

www.wsp.com  

\\corp.pbwan.net\za\Central_Data\Projects\41100xxx\41103247 - Enertrag Mpumalanga EIA\41 ES\01-Reports\03-Scoping\SER\Meeting 

Minutes\41103247_20220331_Enertrag_Camden_DFFE Meeting Minutes_Draft 2 for Approval.docx 

JOB TITLE Camden Renewable Energy Complex  

PROJECT NUMBER 41103247 

DATE 31 March 2022 

TIME 11h00 – 12h00 

VENUE Online (MS Teams) 

SUBJECT Focus Group Meeting with DFFE (permitting, Biodiversity and Protect Areas)  

CLIENT ENERTRAG South Africa (Pty) Ltd  

PRESENT Makhosi Yeni (DFFE - Permitting) – MY 

Thando Booi (DFFE- Permitting) – TB 

Mahlatse Shubane (DFFE- Permitting) - MS 

Thembisile Hlatshwayo (DFFE- Permitting) - TH. 

Portia Makitla (DFFE - Biodiversity) – PM 

Aulicia Maifo (DFFE - Biodiversity) – AM 

Rofhiwa Magodi (DFFE – Protected Areas) -RM 

Gideon Raath (ENERTRAG) – GR 

Ashlea Strong (WSP) – AS   

Babalwa Mqokeli (WSP) – BM  

Bongani Motha (WSP) - BJ 

APOLOGIES None 

DISTRIBUTION As above (Appendix A) 

 

MATTERS ARISING ACTION 

1.0 INTRODUCTIONS AND WELCOME   

— AS welcomed the attendees.  

— AS stated that the purpose of the meeting; was to clarify Draft Scoping Report (DSR) comments received 

from Mpumalanga Parks and Tourism Agency (MPTA) and Department Forestry, Fisheries and 

Environment (DFFE) for the proposed Camden Renewable Energy Complex near Ermelo in 

Mpumalanga, with specific reference to the Langcarel Private Nature Reserve.  

— This was followed by a round of introductions and an outline of the meeting agenda. 

*AS received consent from all parties present to record the meeting. 

** A copy of a map indicating the location of the Langcarel Private Nature Reserve has been attached 

hereto for reference (Appendix B). 

 

2.0 PRESENTATION AND DSICUSSION   
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MATTERS ARISING ACTION 

2.1 Project Background and Description  

— AS stated, that the proposed Camden Renewable Energy Complex includes the following:  

▪ Camden, I Wind Energy Facility (up to 200MW) (subject to a S&EIR process).  

▪ Camden, I Wind Grid Connection (up to 132kV) (subject to a Basic Assessment (BA) Process).  

▪ Camden Grid Connection and Collector substation (up to 400kV) (subject to a S&EIR process).  

▪ Camden I Solar (up to 100MW) (subject to a S&EIR process).  

▪ Camden I Solar Grid Connection (up to 132kV) (subject to a BA Process).  

▪ Camden II Wind Energy Facility (up to 200MW) (subject to a S&EIR process).  

▪ Camden II Wind Energy Facility up to 132kV Grid Connection (subject to a BA Process); and  

▪ Camden Green Hydrogen and Ammonia Facility, including grid connection infrastructure (subject 

to a S&EIR process). 

— AS further indicated that the DRS was out for public review for a period of 30 days (from 25 th February 

2022 till the 28th of March 2022), and the proposed meeting involves getting clarity of comments raised by 

MPTA and DFFE.  

— Both MPTA and DFFE have highlighted concerns regarding the Langcarel Private Nature Reserve which 

falls within the farms affected by the proposed project. MTPA has provided the Gazette of the Langcarel 

Private Nature Reserve.  

— AS indicated that the landowner has owned the farm for 23 years and is not aware of the Private Nature 

reserve on the property and currently utilises the land portions for agricultural activities (grazing and 

livestock).  

— GR also noted that the most recent title deed does not have any special inclusion with regards to the nature 

reserve.  

— The purpose of the meeting is to get clarification on the approval in terms of Section 50 of the NEM:PAA 

as requested in the comments received from DFFE and to get advice on how this application should be 

undertaken.  

— BM also summarised her previous discussions with MY on 30 March 2022 regarding the Section 50 

approval, noting that MY had stated that the Approval did not have to be submitted with the Final Scoping 

Report, however, the response to the DFFE’s comment should indicate that the issue is being dealt with 

and that the approval is being requested. 

— MY confirmed that the summary provided was correct. 

 

3.0 QUESTIONS AND COMMENTS   

AS opened the floor for any comments or questions. The following items were raised and discussed. 

 

— MS stated that he has not seen the comments from MPTA and would like to get clarity and wanted to 

know what WSP/Client need assistance with? 

— AS indicate that MPTA has highlighted that the Langcarel Private Nature Reserve was gazetted with no 

3256 of 1967 and notice 61 and that the applicant must redesign the layout plan of the facilities by 

excluding the Protected Area 1km buffer and the CBA areas and wetlands as indicated in the attached 

MBSP based biodiversity maps. 

— AS indicate the landowner is not aware of private nature reserve on his property and disagrees with the 

designation thereof.  It was noted that the private nature reserve is reflected in the Mpumalanga CBA 

maps but on the ground but that the property is not managed as a nature reserve and that the management 

thereof is not consistent with the status thereof.  

— AS also noted that there is uncertainty as to who the managing authority of the nature reserve will be? 

— GR indicated that based on recent feedback from environmental legal experts, the understanding is that 

where there is no clear managing authority the landowner becomes the recognised managing authority.  

— RM stated that the regulations indicate that the managing authority can be the landowner or the minister. 

In this case the online system (registry) shows that there is no name provided for the managing authority 

of this private reserve, however there is an organization we will try get organizations details so that you 

can get approval from them. The approval required in terms of section 50 of NEM:PAA is a  letter of 

consent from the landowner. Since this land is a private nature the landowner is the manging authority 

and a signed letter of consent will be sufficient to cover section 50 of NEM:PAA.  

▪ During the course of the meeting it was agreed that the landowner was the Management Authority 

— AS queried how the landowner can give consent if he is not even aware of the 1967 gazette?  

— RM stated that the landowner is currently utilizing the land and is aware of activities on his property. The 

consent letter should indicate the current land use, list of farms and farm portions that he is giving consent 
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to the applicant to utilize the farm portions for the proposed project, and this will be sufficient for Section 

50 of NEM:PAA approval.  

AS asked if a letter similar to the typical landowner consent form could be utilised or whether the DFFE 

ha a specific template?  

RM stated that the consent must come from the landowner, WSP can draft it and discuss the content, but 

the letter must have letter head of the landowner company details. RM also noted that there is no template 

for such a letter. 

— AS wanted to know if the consent letter must be sent directly to the department or can it be included as 

part of the Final Scoping Report?  

— RM stated that the landowner does not have to send it directly to the Department. This letter can be 

attached as part of the Final Scoping Report or the Environmental Impact Assessment reports. He further 

stated that they did not receive the DRS and would have made similar comments with regards to the 

consent letter.  

— AS indicated that the DFFE Protected Areas division has been added to the I&AP stakeholder register 

and will received information of the proposed project going forward. This meeting minutes will be 

included in the final Scoping Report.  

— GR wanted to know if the department has dealt with this type of application before? And if the consent 

letter can be submitted in the final EIR or should it be submitted with the final scoping report. 

— RM this is the first time that they are dealing with such an application.  He did not have a concern with 

submission during EIA phase only, however suggested it would be better done in scoping phase time 

permitting.  

— GR noted that the landowner has indicated that he is not interested in managing this area as a nature 

reserve, and would want to go through a process of deregistering the nature reserve.  What process will 

the landowner have to undertake to deregister the property as a nature reserve?  

— RM stated that it is possible to deregister a nature reserve in terms of section 23 of the NEM:PAA and 

there is a process that the landowner needs to follow including public participation. 

— GR asked the DFFE to provide their input on how best to address the MTPA comment especially since 

they propose to exclude a large portion of the land, despite the currently land use not being consistent 

with a nature reserve.  

— RM stated that if the nature reserve was not gazetted, MTPA would have put recommendations instead 

of exclusion. The best possible way to deal with this is to deregister the nature reserve.  

— MS suggested that further engagement with the MPTA be undertaken by the applicant, WSP and the 

landowner to clarify the management area. The outcomes of the meeting with MPTA will guide the DFFE 

decision making in the EIA phase. MS further noted that the DFFE will not disregard the comments from MTPA 

and their inputs will inform DFFE's decision. 

— AS wanted to know what does the department require WSP to clarify on Activity 30 of Listing Notice 

1? The DFFE’s comment requires confirmation of which listed process or activity in terms of Section 

53(1) of the NEM:BA is being undertaken – however, there doesn’t seem to be published list of 

processes or activities? 

— TB wanted to know why Activity 30 is being applied for? 

— AS stated that WSP confirm that the development will be located within the Eastern Highveld Grassland, 

Eastern Temperate Freshwater Wetlands and Chrissiesmeer Panveld. All three ecosystems are confirmed 

to be listed in the National List of Ecosystems that are Threated and in Need of Protection (as indicated 

in GNR 1002 of 9 December 2011).   

— PM noted that GNR 1002 of 9 December 2011 should include the relevant list of processes and activities. 

— AS stated that WSP would investigate this and update the description in the application form accordingly. 

▪ Post meeting Response: Due to the fact that these ecosystems are listed as threatened it is assumed 

that various threatened or protected species may be found within the development area.  The 

restricted activity of “cutting, chopping off, uprooting, damaging or destroying, any specimen” has 

been identified in terms of NEM:BA and is therefore applicable to the vegetation clearance that 

will be required to construct the development.  In light of this, Activity 30 is considered applicable. 

WSP confirm that the response provided in the meeting has been included in the updated application 

forms to be submitted with the Final Scoping Reports 

4.0 WAY FORWARD    

— WSP to formalise meeting minutes and submit via email to DFFE for approval. 

— No further points were raised for discussion. 

— WSP to 

distribute 
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— The meeting was closed at 11:00 minutes for 

approval 

NEXT MEETING 

No additional meetings have been scheduled.   
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APPENDIX A: MEETING ATTENDANCE 
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APPENDIX B: MAP OF LANGCAREL PRIVATE NATURE RESERVE 
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Motha, Bongani

From: Strong, Ashlea
Sent: Wednesday, 30 March 2022 06:38
To: 'Mbuyane'
Cc: Mqokeli, Babalwa
Subject: RE: RE: Draft scoping comments for the Camden green hydrogen and ammonia 

facility [Filed 30 Mar 2022 06:38]

TrackingTracking: Recipient Delivery

'Mbuyane'

Mqokeli, Babalwa Delivered: 2022/03/30 06:39

Dear Sindi  
 
We submitted a hard copy (by hand) of each report to your department on 25 February 2022 and provided 
electronic access via both a website and a one drive link – these link were sent via email.  
 
The links are as follows: 
 

 One Drive (  Camden Public Review) 
 WSP website (https://www.wsp.com/en-ZA/services/public-documents)  

 
Kind regards 
 
Ashlea 
 
Ashlea Strong  
Associate 
WSP in Africa 
 
T +27 11 361-1392 
F +27 11 361 1301  
M +27 82 786-7819  
From: Mbuyane <mbuyanesb@mpg.gov.za>  
Sent: Tuesday, 29 March 2022 16:27 
To: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com>; Mqokeli, Babalwa <Babalwa.Mqokeli@wsp.com> 
Subject: Re: RE: Draft scoping comments for the Camden green hydrogen and ammonia facility 
 
Hi Babalwa, 
 
Have you submitted them to our Department for comments. 
 
Thank you, 
Sindi 
  
 
>>> "Mqokeli, Babalwa" <Babalwa.Mqokeli@wsp.com> 03/29/22 4:20 PM >>> 
Hi Sindi 
  
Thank you for the comments provided. 
Just to check, will you be issuing comments on the other projects (i.e. Camden I WEF, Camden II WEF, Camden I 
SEF and Camden 400 kV Powerline and Collector Substation) as the Commenting Authority? 
  
Best Regards, 
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Babalwa Mqokeli Pr Sci Nat 
Senior Consultant 
WSP in Africa 
 
T +27 31 240-8804 
F +27 31 240 8801 
M +27 79 773-5560  

From: Mbuyane <mbuyanesb@mpg.gov.za>  
Sent: Tuesday, 29 March 2022 15:22 
To: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com> 
Cc: Mqokeli, Babalwa <Babalwa.Mqokeli@wsp.com> 
Subject: Draft scoping comments for the Camden green hydrogen and ammonia facility 
  
Good day, 
  
Find attached for your attention. 
  
Kind regards, 
  

Sindisiwe Mbuyane 
Control Environmental Officer Grade B 
Gert Sibande District (13 De Jager Street) 
076 870 5543 / 072 033 7811 
  

This message and any attachments relating to official business of the Mpumalanga Provincial Government (MPG) is proprietary to 
the MPG and intended for the original addressee only. The message may contain information that is confidential and subject to 
legal privilege. Any views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender. If you receive this message in error, please 
notify the original sender immediately and destroy the original message. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you 
are hereby notified that you must not disseminate, copy, use, distribute, or take any action in connection therewith. The MPG cannot 
insure that the integrity of this communication has been maintained, nor that it is free of errors, viruses, interception and / or 
interference. The MPG is not liable whatsoever for loss or damage resulting from the opening of this message and / or attachments 
and / or the use of the information contained in this message and / or attachments.  

 
  
 

 
 
NOTICE: This communication and any attachments ("this message") may contain information which is privileged, confidential, proprietary or otherwise 
subject to restricted disclosure under applicable law. This message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). Any unauthorized use, disclosure, viewing, 
copying, alteration, dissemination or distribution of, or reliance on, this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, or you are 
not an authorized or intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by replying to this message, delete this message and all copies from your e-
mail system and destroy any printed copies.  

 
 
 
-LAEmHhHzdJzBlTWfa4Hgs7pbKl  
 
This message and any attachments relating to official business of the Mpumalanga Provincial Government (MPG) is proprietary to 
the MPG and intended for the original addressee only. The message may contain information that is confidential and subject to 
legal privilege. Any views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender. If you receive this message in error, please 
notify the original sender immediately and destroy the original message. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you 
are hereby notified that you must not disseminate, copy, use, distribute, or take any action in connection therewith. The MPG cannot 
insure that the integrity of this communication has been maintained, nor that it is free of errors, viruses, interception and / or 
interference. The MPG is not liable whatsoever for loss or damage resulting from the opening of this message and / or attachments 
and / or the use of the information contained in this message and / or attachments.  

 
 

Stakeholder details have been redacted as required by POPIA
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Motha, Bongani

From: Strong, Ashlea
Sent: Wednesday, 30 March 2022 17:39
To: Mbuyane
Cc: Mqokeli, Babalwa
Subject: RE: RE: RE: Draft scoping comments for the Camden green hydrogen and ammonia 

facility [Filed 30 Mar 2022 17:39]

Hi Sindi 
 
Thank you for your feedback. Agreed – we will receive your comments in the EIA phase.  
 
Kind regards 
 
Ashlea 
 
Ashlea Strong  
Associate 
WSP in Africa 
 
T +27 11 361-1392 
F +27 11 361 1301  
M +27 82 786-7819  
From: Mbuyane <mbuyanesb@mpg.gov.za>  
Sent: Wednesday, 30 March 2022 15:13 
To: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com> 
Cc: Mqokeli, Babalwa <Babalwa.Mqokeli@wsp.com> 
Subject: Re: RE: RE: Draft scoping comments for the Camden green hydrogen and ammonia facility 
 
Good day Ashlea, 
 
Apologies, I just got back from site and rechecked the documents. I think it was an oversite on our side. 
May I request that we do not comment since commenting period has ended we will however comment on the 
Draft/Final EIAR as soon as it is available for comments. 
 
Apologies for the inconveniences. 
 
Kind regards 
Sindisiwe 
  
 
>>> "Strong, Ashlea" <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com> 03/30/22 6:39 AM >>> 
Dear Sindi  
  
We submitted a hard copy (by hand) of each report to your department on 25 February 2022 and provided electronic 
access via both a website and a one drive link – these link were sent via email.  
  
The links are as follows: 
  

 One Drive ( Camden Public Review) 
 WSP website (https://www.wsp.com/en-ZA/services/public-documents)  

  
Kind regards 
  
Ashlea 
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Ashlea Strong  
Associate 
WSP in Africa 
 
T +27 11 361-1392 
F +27 11 361 1301  
M +27 82 786-7819  

From: Mbuyane <mbuyanesb@mpg.gov.za>  
Sent: Tuesday, 29 March 2022 16:27 
To: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com>; Mqokeli, Babalwa <Babalwa.Mqokeli@wsp.com> 
Subject: Re: RE: Draft scoping comments for the Camden green hydrogen and ammonia facility 
  
Hi Babalwa, 
  
Have you submitted them to our Department for comments. 
  
Thank you, 
Sindi 
  
 
>>> "Mqokeli, Babalwa" <Babalwa.Mqokeli@wsp.com> 03/29/22 4:20 PM >>> 
Hi Sindi 
  
Thank you for the comments provided. 
Just to check, will you be issuing comments on the other projects (i.e. Camden I WEF, Camden II WEF, Camden I 
SEF and Camden 400 kV Powerline and Collector Substation) as the Commenting Authority? 
  
Best Regards, 
  
Babalwa Mqokeli Pr Sci Nat 
Senior Consultant 
WSP in Africa 
 
T +27 31 240-8804 
F +27 31 240 8801 
M +27 79 773-5560  

From: Mbuyane <mbuyanesb@mpg.gov.za>  
Sent: Tuesday, 29 March 2022 15:22 
To: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com> 
Cc: Mqokeli, Babalwa <Babalwa.Mqokeli@wsp.com> 
Subject: Draft scoping comments for the Camden green hydrogen and ammonia facility 
  
Good day, 
  
Find attached for your attention. 
  
Kind regards, 
  

Sindisiwe Mbuyane 
Control Environmental Officer Grade B 
Gert Sibande District (13 De Jager Street) 
076 870 5543 / 072 033 7811 
  

This message and any attachments relating to official business of the Mpumalanga Provincial Government (MPG) is proprietary to 
the MPG and intended for the original addressee only. The message may contain information that is confidential and subject to 
legal privilege. Any views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender. If you receive this message in error, please 
notify the original sender immediately and destroy the original message. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you 
are hereby notified that you must not disseminate, copy, use, distribute, or take any action in connection therewith. The MPG cannot 
insure that the integrity of this communication has been maintained, nor that it is free of errors, viruses, interception and / or 
interference. The MPG is not liable whatsoever for loss or damage resulting from the opening of this message and / or attachments 
and / or the use of the information contained in this message and / or attachments.  
  
  

Stakeholder details have been redacted as required by POPIA
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NOTICE: This communication and any attachments ("this message") may contain information which is privileged, confidential, proprietary or otherwise 
subject to restricted disclosure under applicable law. This message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). Any unauthorized use, disclosure, viewing, 
copying, alteration, dissemination or distribution of, or reliance on, this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, or you are 
not an authorized or intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by replying to this message, delete this message and all copies from your e-
mail system and destroy any printed copies.  

 
 
 
-LAEmHhHzdJzBlTWfa4Hgs7pbKl  
  
This message and any attachments relating to official business of the Mpumalanga Provincial Government (MPG) is proprietary to 
the MPG and intended for the original addressee only. The message may contain information that is confidential and subject to 
legal privilege. Any views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender. If you receive this message in error, please 
notify the original sender immediately and destroy the original message. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you 
are hereby notified that you must not disseminate, copy, use, distribute, or take any action in connection therewith. The MPG cannot 
insure that the integrity of this communication has been maintained, nor that it is free of errors, viruses, interception and / or 
interference. The MPG is not liable whatsoever for loss or damage resulting from the opening of this message and / or attachments 
and / or the use of the information contained in this message and / or attachments.  

 
  
 
This message and any attachments relating to official business of the Mpumalanga Provincial Government (MPG) is proprietary to 
the MPG and intended for the original addressee only. The message may contain information that is confidential and subject to 
legal privilege. Any views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender. If you receive this message in error, please 
notify the original sender immediately and destroy the original message. If you are not the intended recipient of this message, you 
are hereby notified that you must not disseminate, copy, use, distribute, or take any action in connection therewith. The MPG cannot 
insure that the integrity of this communication has been maintained, nor that it is free of errors, viruses, interception and / or 
interference. The MPG is not liable whatsoever for loss or damage resulting from the opening of this message and / or attachments 
and / or the use of the information contained in this message and / or attachments.  
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Motha, Bongani

From: Frans Krige <Frans.Krige@mtpa.co.za>
Sent: Monday, 07 March 2022 08:34
To: Strong, Ashlea
Cc: Thabile Mnisi; Johan Eksteen
Subject: Re: Strong, Ashlea shared the folder "Camden Public Review" with you.

To help 
protect your 
privacy, 
Micro so ft 
Office 
prevented 
auto matic  
download of 
this pictu re  
from the  
In ternet.
Visit 
Mpumalanga 

 

 
Noted. 
 
Disclaimer: 
All views or opinions expressed in this electronic message and its attachments are the views of the sender and 
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency. No employee 
of Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency is entitled to conclude a binding contract on behalf of the 
Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency unless he/ she is an Accounting Officer of the Mpumalanga Tourism 
and Parks Agency, or his or her authorized representative. The information contained in this message and its 
attachments may be confidential or privileged and is for the use of the named recipient only, except where 
the sender specifically states otherwise. If you are not the intended recipient you may not copy or deliver this 
message to anyone.  
 
 
 

From: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com> 
Sent: Friday, March 4, 2022 1:21 PM 
To: Frans Krige 
Cc: Thabile Mnisi; Johan Eksteen 
Subject: RE: Strong, Ashlea shared the folder "Camden Public Review" with you.  
  
Hi Frans 
  
Just to confirm – the hard copies were couriered on Wednesday evening – so should have arrived at your offices 
already – or will be there early next week at the latest 
  
Kind regards 
  
Ashlea 
  
Ashlea Strong  
Associate 
WSP in Africa 
 
T +27 11 361-1392 
F +27 11 361 1301  
M +27 82 786-7819  
From: Frans Krige <Frans.Krige@mtpa.co.za>  
Sent: Thursday, 24 February 2022 15:02 
To: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com> 
Cc: Thabile Mnisi <Thabile.Mnisi@mtpa.co.za>; Johan Eksteen <Johan.Eksteen@mtpa.co.za> 
Subject: RE: Strong, Ashlea shared the folder "Camden Public Review" with you. 
  

Stakeholder details have been redacted as required by POPIA
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Dear Me. Strong please deliver a hard copy of this proposal to Thabile Mnisi at MTPA Scientific Services for 
registration and commenting purposes. 
Kind Regards 
Frans Krige 
LUAS 
  
  
Disclaimer: 
All views or opinions expressed in this electronic message and its attachments are the views of the sender and 
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency. No employee 
of Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency is entitled to conclude a binding contract on behalf of the 
Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency unless he/ she is an Accounting Officer of the Mpumalanga Tourism 
and Parks Agency, or his or her authorized representative. The information contained in this message and its 
attachments may be confidential or privileged and is for the use of the named recipient only, except where 
the sender specifically states otherwise. If you are not the intended recipient you may not copy or deliver this 
message to anyone.  
  

From: Strong, Ashlea [mailto:Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com]  
Sent: Thursday, February 24, 2022 11:30 AM 
To: OLetlalo@dffe.gov.za; myeni@dffe.gov.za; TBooi@dffe.gov.za; mshubane@dffe.gov.za; 
mrabothata@dffe.gov.za; slekota@dffe.gov.za; PMakitla@dffe.gov.za; MbuyaneSB@mpg.gov.za; 
oqfakude@mpg.gov.za; manthekeleng.monama@dpw.gov.za; khayalethu.matrose@dmr.gov.za; 
SkosanaM@dws.gov.za; mazibukot@dws.gov.za; ndout@dws.gov.za; ackermanp@dws.gov.za; 
emahosi@dffe.gov.za; mngcobo@environment.gov.za; AnnelizaC@Dalrrd.gov.za; nditsheni.ramuhulu@dmr.gov.za; 
Tshivhandekano@dmr.gov.za; MulaudziM@dws.gov.za; rambudaa@dwa.gov.za; gumaf@dws.gov.za; 
lebjane.maphutha@drdlr.gov.za; HAlberts@environment.gov.za; MMundalamo@environment.gov.za; 
Tshikalangen@dws.gov.za; saveram@mpuhealth.gov.za; SPienaar@mpg.gov.za; bmoduka@mpg.gov.za; Frans Krige 
<Frans.Krige@mtpa.co.za>; Mervyn Lotter <Mervyn.Lotter@mtpa.co.za>; rwump@yahoo.com; 
dstander@msukaligwa.gov.za; npngubeni@msukaligwa.gov.za 
Subject: Strong, Ashlea shared the folder "Camden Public Review" with you. 
  

      

 

Strong, Ashlea shared a folder with you  

Dear Commenting Authority 
NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX, 

COMPRISING VARIOUS ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION PROCESSES, ERMELO, MPUMALANGA 
Please find the link to the Draft Scoping Reports that are available for review and ocmment from 25 

February to 28 March 2022.  
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The contact details of the EAP are: 
 

Name: Babalwa Mqokeli  
Tel: 031 240 8804  

E-mail: babalwa.mqokeli@wsp.com  

 

Camden Public Review  

 

 

This link only works for the direct recipients of this message. 

 

 

  
        

 

Privacy Statement  

 

 
 
NOTICE: This communication and any attachments ("this message") may contain information which is privileged, confidential, proprietary or otherwise 
subject to restricted disclosure under applicable law. This message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). Any unauthorized use, disclosure, viewing, 
copying, alteration, dissemination or distribution of, or reliance on, this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, or you are 
not an authorized or intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by replying to this message, delete this message and all copies from your e-
mail system and destroy any printed copies.  

 
 
 
-LAEmHhHzdJzBlTWfa4Hgs7pbKl  
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Motha, Bongani

From: Thabile Mnisi <Thabile.Mnisi@mtpa.co.za>
Sent: Monday, 28 March 2022 08:57
To: Strong, Ashlea
Cc: Frans Krige; Khumbelo Malele; Komilla Knarasoo; Nokwazi Ngobeni; Dibakwane 

Nokuthula; Johan Eksteen
Subject: MTPA"s comments on the draft scoping report for the proposed Camden I solar 

energy facility
Attachments: LUA 22-2960_Scoping_Camdel I solar energy_WSP_Ermelo.pdf

To help 
protect your 
privacy, 
Micro so ft 
Office 
prevented 
auto matic  
download of 
this pictu re  
from the  
In ternet.
Visit 
Mpumalanga 

 

 
Good morning Me. Strong  
  
Please find attached comments from the MTPA on the draft scoping report for the proposed Camden I solar energy 
facility. 
  
Ref: LUA 22/2960 
  
Regards  
Thabile Mnisi  
 
Disclaimer: 
All views or opinions expressed in this electronic message and its attachments are the views of the sender and 
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency. No employee 
of Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency is entitled to conclude a binding contract on behalf of the 
Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency unless he/ she is an Accounting Officer of the Mpumalanga Tourism 
and Parks Agency, or his or her authorized representative. The information contained in this message and its 
attachments may be confidential or privileged and is for the use of the named recipient only, except where 
the sender specifically states otherwise. If you are not the intended recipient you may not copy or deliver this 
message to anyone.  
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Motha, Bongani

From: Strong, Ashlea
Sent: Thursday, 10 March 2022 11:54
To: Barbara De Lange
Cc: Mqokeli, Babalwa
Subject: RE: Camden Renewable Energy Complex [Filed 10 Mar 2022 11:54]

Importance: High

TrackingTracking: Recipient Delivery

Barbara De Lange

Mqokeli, Babalwa Delivered: 2022/03/10 11:55

Dear Barbara 
 
Thank you for your email.  
 
With regards to your request below I an provide the following feedback: 
 
Title deed: 
We do not have the title deeds for the properties affected.  We currently believe that all the properties are zoned 
for agricultural use.  However please find a list of the properties and their relevant SG codes for each of the 5 
projects included in Section 2.1 of each of the Draft Scoping Reports.  
 
Motivation:  
The motivation for each of the 5 projects is clearly outlined in Section 2.6 of each of the Draft Scoping 
Reports.  These reports can be obtained on the following links: 
 

WSP 
Website 

https://www.wsp.com/en-ZA/services/public-
documents 

Datafree 
Website 

https://wsp-engage.com/ 

 
Lay Out Plan of proposed development: 
Again the layout plans for each of the 5 projects are included in Section 2.1 of each of the Draft Scoping Reports.  
 
You are welcome to contact us should you have any additional queries.  
 
Kind regards 
 
Ashlea Strong  
Associate 
WSP in Africa 
 
T +27 11 361-1392 
F +27 11 361 1301  
M +27 82 786-7819  
From: Barbara De Lange <BarbaraD@Dalrrd.gov.za>  
Sent: Wednesday, 02 March 2022 14:05 
To: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com> 
Subject:  
 
Good day 

Stakeholder details have been redacted as required by POPIA
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Hope you are well 
 
Can you please provide the department with the following outstanding documents of  the Camden Renewable 
Energy Complex 
 
Title deed 
Motivation 
Lay Out Plan of proposed development 
 
Your quick respond will be highly appreciated 
Regards 
Barbara de lange 
Disclaimer  
The information contained in this e-mail may be confidential, legally privileged and protected by law. Access by the 
intended recipient only is authorised. If you are not the intended recipient, kindly notify the sender immediately. 
Unauthorised use, copying or dissemination hereof is strictly prohibited. Save for bona fide departmental purposes, 
the Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural Development does not accept responsibility for the contents 
or opinions expressed in this e-mail, nor does it warrant this communication to be free from errors, contamination, 
interference or interception.  
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Motha, Bongani

From: Strong, Ashlea
Sent: Monday, 28 March 2022 14:38
To: Portia Makitla
Cc: Aulicia Maifo
Subject: RE:  DSR COMMENTS FOR THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN 

RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX [Filed 28 Mar 2022 14:38]

Dear Portia 
 
Thank you for your comments. I can confirm receipt  
 
Kind regards 
 
 
Ashlea Strong  
Associate 
WSP in Africa 
 
T +27 11 361-1392 
F +27 11 361 1301  
M +27 82 786-7819  
From: Portia Makitla <PMakitla@dffe.gov.za>  
Sent: Monday, 28 March 2022 14:22 
To: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com> 
Cc: Aulicia Maifo <amaifo@dffe.gov.za> 
Subject: FW: DSR COMMENTS FOR THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX 
 
 
Dear Ms Strong. 
 
I hope you are well. 
Kindly find the attached comments for your attention. 
 

 
Mrs. Mashienyane Portia Makitla  
CBO: Biodiversity Mainstreaming & EIA 
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment 
Environment House 
473 Steve Biko and Soutpansberg Streets 
PRETORIA 
Tel: (012) 399 9411 
Cell: 066 481 0037 
E-mail: pmakitla@dffe.gov.za 
Call Centre: 086 111 2468 
 

 

Stakeholder details have been redacted as required by POPIA

Stakeholder details have been redacted as required by POPIA
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From: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com>  
Sent: Thursday, 24 February 2022 11:42 
To: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com> 
Cc: Mqokeli, Babalwa <Babalwa.Mqokeli@wsp.com> 
Subject: NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX - Draft Scoping 
Report Review 
 
Dear Commenting Authority 
 
NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX, COMPRISING 
VARIOUS ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION PROCESSES, ERMELO, MPUMALANGA 
 
Notice is given in terms of: 

• Regulation 41(2) of GNR 982 (as amended) published under section 24 and 24D of the National 
Environmental Management Act (No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA) (as amended) for submission of various 
applications for environmental authorisations (EAs) in respect of activities identified in terms of GNR 
983, GNR 984 and GNR 985 (as amended) 

• Section 39 or 41(4) of the National Water Act (36 of 1998) (NWA), for the submission of a General 
Authorisation (GA) or Water Use Licence (WUL) Application (as applicable) 

• Section 38(3)(b) of the National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004) 
(NEM: AQA) of an invitation to register comments with regards to an application for an Atmospheric 
Emissions Licence (AEL) 

 
ENERTRAG South Africa (Pty) Ltd (ENERTRAG), proposes to establish a renewable energy complex, comprising 
various applications for environmental authorisation, near Ermelo in Mpumalanga.  The proposed authorisations 
includes the following Basic Assessment (BA) and Scoping and Environmental Impact Reporting (S&EIR) processes: 

• Camden I Wind RF (Pty) Ltd 
o Up to 200 MW Wind Energy Facility (WEF) including associated infrastructure 
o Up to 132kV Powerline, substation and associated infrastructure 

• Camden II Wind RF (Pty) Ltd 
o Up to 200MW WEF including associated infrastructure 
o Up to 132kV Powerline, substation and associated infrastructure 

• Camden I Solar RF (Pty) Ltd 
o Up to 100MW Solar Energy Facility (SEF) including associated infrastructure 
o Up to 132kV Powerline, substation and associated infrastructure 

• Camden Green Energy RF (Pty) Ltd 
o Hydrogen and Ammonia Plant and associated infrastructure 

• ENERTRAG South Africa (Pty) Ltd 
o Up to 400kV Powerline, Common Collector and Main Transmission Substation including associated 

infrastructure 
 
WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd (WSP) has been appointed as the EAP by ENERTRAG, to manage the respective BA and 
S&EIR processes.  Parties wishing to formally register as stakeholders in order to offer their comment on the Proposed 
Projects are requested to forward their full contact details to the EAP at the details provided below. Registered 
stakeholders will be forwarded all future correspondence and notified individually of additional opportunities to 
participate in the process.   
 
DRAFT SCOPING REPORT REVIEW PERIOD 
The Draft Environmental Scoping Reports have been made available for 30 days from 24 February 2022 to 28 March 
2022 - on the WSP website and via a One Drive Link for download.     

 One Drive (  Camden Public Review) 
 WSP website (https://www.wsp.com/en-ZA/services/public-documents)  
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Please note that you will receive a separate email with the link to the one drive.  This link will then request a 
verification number which will automatically be sent to your email address – if it doesn’t seem to come through 
please check your “spam” folder.  
 
The contact details of the EAP are: 
 
Name:                 Babalwa Mqokeli  
Tel:                      031 240 8804  
Fax:                     011 361 1381  
E-mail:                babalwa.mqokeli@wsp.com  
Address:             PO Box 98867, Sloane Park, 2152 
 
Protection of Personal Information: WSP will be processing certain personal information about you as an interested 
and affected party (I&AP) for purposes of enabling your registration as an I&AP and storing of your details on our 
database, if you consent for us to do so. WSP will use these details to contact you about other relevant projects in the 
future. WSP will always process your personal information in accordance with the Protection of Personal Information 
Act 4 of 2013. You are entitled to exercise your rights as a data subject and let us know if you wish to be deregistered 
as an I & AP or if you no longer want your contact details to be included on our database. 
 
We look forward to your participation is this process. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 

   

 

Ashlea Strong 
Associate 
 
T +27 11 361-1392 
F +27 11 361 1301  
M +27 82 786-7819  
 

               
 
WSP in Africa 
Building C 
Knightsbridge 
33 Sloane Street, Bryanston 
2191 South Africa 
 
wsp.com 
 
WSP is a proud Level 1 B-BBEE contributor 

Confidential 
This message, including any document or file attached, is intended only for the addressee and may contain privileged and/or confidential information. Any 
other person is strictly prohibited from reading, using, disclosing or copying this message. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender 
and delete the message. Thank you. 
 
WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd, Registered Office: Building C, Knightsbridge, 33 Sloane Street, Bryanston, 2191, South Africa Registered Number: 
1999/008928/07 South Africa 
 

 
 
NOTICE: This communication and any attachments ("this message") may contain information which is privileged, confidential, proprietary or otherwise 
subject to restricted disclosure under applicable law. This message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). Any unauthorized use, disclosure, viewing, 
copying, alteration, dissemination or distribution of, or reliance on, this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, or you are 
not an authorized or intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by replying to this message, delete this message and all copies from your e-
mail system and destroy any printed copies.  

 
 
 
-LAEmHhHzdJzBlTWfa4Hgs7pbKl  

Stakeholder details have been redacted as required by POPIA
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Motha, Bongani

From: Tsholofelo Shalot Sekonko <tsekonko@dffe.gov.za>
Sent: Thursday, 24 February 2022 14:24
To: Strong, Ashlea
Cc: Portia Makitla; Aulicia Maifo
Subject: NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY 

COMPLEX - Draft Scoping Report Review

Dear Ms Strong 
                                      
DFFE Directorate: Biodiversity Conservation hereby acknowledge receipt of the invitation to review and comment on 
the Draft Scoping Report for the proposed development of the Camden Renewable Energy complex, Mpumalanga 
Province. Kindly note that the project has been allocated to Ms Makitla and Ms Maifo (both copied on this email).  
  
Please note: All Public Participation Process documents related to Biodiversity EIA review and any other Biodiversity 
EIA queries will be submitted to the Directorate: Biodiversity Conservation at Email: BCAdmin@environment.gov.za 
for attention of Mr Seoka Lekota. 
 
 
Regards, 
Ms. Tsholofelo Sekonko 
Intern:Biodiversity Mainstreaming EIA 
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment 
473 Steve Biko and Soutpansberg Streets 
Pretoria 
Tel: (012) 399 9621 
Email: tsekonko@environment.gov.za 
 
'Please consider the environment before you print this email' The processing of personal information by the 
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment is done lawfully and not excessive to the purpose of 
processing in compliance with the POPI Act, any codes of conduct issued by the Information Regulator in terms of 
the POPI Act and / or relevant legislation providing appropriate security safeguards for the processing of personal 
information of others.  
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Motha, Bongani

From: Edward Mahosi <EMAHOSI@dffe.gov.za>
Sent: Friday, 25 March 2022 12:15
To: Mqokeli, Babalwa
Cc: Strong, Ashlea; Derrick Makhubele
Subject: RE: NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE 

ENERGY COMPLEX - Draft Scoping Report Review

Good Morning Babalwa, 
 
Kindly note that Air Quality Comments/Inputs will only reach yourself after the closing date. 
 
I will select projects that have air quality issues and only make comments/inputs on them. 
 
Regards, 
 

From: Mqokeli, Babalwa [mailto:Babalwa.Mqokeli@wsp.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, 22 March 2022 19:28 
Cc: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com> 
Subject: RE: NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX - Draft 
Scoping Report Review 
 
Dear Commenting Authority 
 
This serves as a kind reminder that the comment period for the Draft Environmental Scoping Reports for the 
Proposed Development of the Camden Renewable Energy Complex ends on 28 March 2022. 
Please submit your comments, should you have any and have not already submitted of same, for incorporation into 
the Final Scoping Reports. 
 
Best Regards, 
 
Babalwa Mqokeli Pr Sci Nat 
Senior Consultant 
WSP in Africa 
 
T +27 31 240-8804 
F +27 31 240 8801 

From: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com>  
Sent: Thursday, 24 February 2022 11:42 
To: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com> 
Cc: Mqokeli, Babalwa <Babalwa.Mqokeli@wsp.com> 
Subject: NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX - Draft Scoping 
Report Review 
 
Dear Commenting Authority 
 
NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX, COMPRISING 
VARIOUS ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION PROCESSES, ERMELO, MPUMALANGA 
 
Notice is given in terms of: 

• Regulation 41(2) of GNR 982 (as amended) published under section 24 and 24D of the National 
Environmental Management Act (No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA) (as amended) for submission of various 
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applications for environmental authorisations (EAs) in respect of activities identified in terms of GNR 
983, GNR 984 and GNR 985 (as amended) 

• Section 39 or 41(4) of the National Water Act (36 of 1998) (NWA), for the submission of a General 
Authorisation (GA) or Water Use Licence (WUL) Application (as applicable) 

• Section 38(3)(b) of the National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004) 
(NEM: AQA) of an invitation to register comments with regards to an application for an Atmospheric 
Emissions Licence (AEL) 

 
ENERTRAG South Africa (Pty) Ltd (ENERTRAG), proposes to establish a renewable energy complex, comprising 
various applications for environmental authorisation, near Ermelo in Mpumalanga.  The proposed authorisations 
includes the following Basic Assessment (BA) and Scoping and Environmental Impact Reporting (S&EIR) processes: 

• Camden I Wind RF (Pty) Ltd 
o Up to 200 MW Wind Energy Facility (WEF) including associated infrastructure 
o Up to 132kV Powerline, substation and associated infrastructure 

• Camden II Wind RF (Pty) Ltd 
o Up to 200MW WEF including associated infrastructure 
o Up to 132kV Powerline, substation and associated infrastructure 

• Camden I Solar RF (Pty) Ltd 
o Up to 100MW Solar Energy Facility (SEF) including associated infrastructure 
o Up to 132kV Powerline, substation and associated infrastructure 

• Camden Green Energy RF (Pty) Ltd 
o Hydrogen and Ammonia Plant and associated infrastructure 

• ENERTRAG South Africa (Pty) Ltd 
o Up to 400kV Powerline, Common Collector and Main Transmission Substation including associated 

infrastructure 
 
WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd (WSP) has been appointed as the EAP by ENERTRAG, to manage the respective BA and 
S&EIR processes.  Parties wishing to formally register as stakeholders in order to offer their comment on the Proposed 
Projects are requested to forward their full contact details to the EAP at the details provided below. Registered 
stakeholders will be forwarded all future correspondence and notified individually of additional opportunities to 
participate in the process.   
 
DRAFT SCOPING REPORT REVIEW PERIOD 
The Draft Environmental Scoping Reports have been made available for 30 days from 24 February 2022 to 28 March 
2022 - on the WSP website and via a One Drive Link for download.     

 One Drive (  Camden Public Review) 
 WSP website (https://www.wsp.com/en-ZA/services/public-documents)  

 
Please note that you will receive a separate email with the link to the one drive.  This link will then request a 
verification number which will automatically be sent to your email address – if it doesn’t seem to come through 
please check your “spam” folder.  
 
The contact details of the EAP are: 
 
Name:                 Babalwa Mqokeli  
Tel:                      031 240 8804  
Fax:                     011 361 1381  
E-mail:                babalwa.mqokeli@wsp.com  
Address:             PO Box 98867, Sloane Park, 2152 
 
Protection of Personal Information: WSP will be processing certain personal information about you as an interested 
and affected party (I&AP) for purposes of enabling your registration as an I&AP and storing of your details on our 
database, if you consent for us to do so. WSP will use these details to contact you about other relevant projects in the 
future. WSP will always process your personal information in accordance with the Protection of Personal Information 
Act 4 of 2013. You are entitled to exercise your rights as a data subject and let us know if you wish to be deregistered 
as an I & AP or if you no longer want your contact details to be included on our database. 
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We look forward to your participation is this process. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 

  
 
 
 
  

 

Ashlea Strong 
Associate 
 
T +27 11 361-1392 
F +27 11 361 1301  
M +27 82 786-7819  
 

               
 
WSP in Africa 
Building C 
Knightsbridge 
33 Sloane Street, Bryanston 
2191 South Africa 
 
wsp.com 
 
WSP is a proud Level 1 B-BBEE contributor 

Confidential 
This message, including any document or file attached, is intended only for the addressee and may contain privileged and/or confidential information. Any 
other person is strictly prohibited from reading, using, disclosing or copying this message. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender 
and delete the message. Thank you. 
 
WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd, Registered Office: Building C, Knightsbridge, 33 Sloane Street, Bryanston, 2191, South Africa Registered Number: 
1999/008928/07 South Africa 
 

 
 
NOTICE: This communication and any attachments ("this message") may contain information which is privileged, confidential, proprietary or otherwise 
subject to restricted disclosure under applicable law. This message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). Any unauthorized use, disclosure, viewing, 
copying, alteration, dissemination or distribution of, or reliance on, this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, or you are 
not an authorized or intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by replying to this message, delete this message and all copies from your e-
mail system and destroy any printed copies.  

 
 
 
-LAEmHhHzdJzBlTWfa4Hgs7pbKl  

Stakeholder details have been redacted as required by POPIA
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Motha, Bongani

From: Mahlatse Shubane <MSHUBANE@dffe.gov.za>
Sent: Monday, 28 March 2022 20:26
To: Strong, Ashlea
Cc: gideon.raath@enertrag.co.za; Lydia Kutu; Ephron Maradwa; Makhosi Yeni
Subject: Comments on 14/12/16/3/3/2/2134/ 2135 and 2137
Attachments: 01 Comments_on_draft_SR_2134.pdf; 01 Comments_on_draft_SR_2135 (2).pdf; 01 

Comments_on_draft_SR_2137 (1).pdf

Dear Ashley, 
 
Attached please find the comments for the aforementioned projects for your consideration. 
 
Best regards, 
 
 



 
Private Bag X 447∙ PRETORIA ∙ 0001∙ Environment House ∙ 473 Steve Biko Road, Arcadia,∙ PRETORIA 

 
DFFE Reference: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2136 

Enquiries: Ms Makhosazane Yeni 
Telephone: (012) 399 9400 E-mail: MYeni@dffe.gov.za 

 
Ashlea Strong  
WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd  
WSP House Building C Knightsbridge 
33 Sloane Street 
BRYANSTON 
2191 
 
Tel Number:  011 361 1392 
Email Address:  Ashlea.strong@wsp.com  
 
PER MAIL / E-MAIL 
 
Dear Ms Strong 
 
COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT SCOPING REPORT FOR THE PROPOSED CAMDEN I SOLAR ENERGY 
FACILITY (SEF) AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE ON PORTION 1 OF WELGELEGEN FARM NO. 
322 NEAR ERMELO WITHIN MSUKALIGWA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY IN MPUMALANGA PROVINCE 
 
The application for Environmental Authorisation and Draft Scoping Report (SR) dated February 2022 and 
received by the Department on 24 February 2022, refer. 
 
This letter serves to inform you that the following information must be included in the final SR: 
 
Listed Activities 

 The Department has noted that activity 14 of Listing Notice 1 and activity 10 of Listing Notice 3 are applied 
for as it relates to the installation of Battery Energy Storage System (BESS). Therefore, you are required 
to indicate whether the BESS will be assembled on site or pre-assembled.  Additionally provide reasons for 
applying for the above mentioned activity even though the BESS is not regarded as a facility or infrastructure 
for the storage or storage and handling of a dangerous goods. In addition, it is noted that fuel, cement and 
chemical storage onsite will be greater than 80m³ but not exceeding 500m3. As such, please ensure that 
the environmental impacts of fuel, cement and chemical storage are fully assessed and mitigation measures 
are provided. 

 It has been noted that words such as should have been used in the description of the portion of the proposed 
project to which the applicable listed activity relates. Please refrain from using these words.  

 The Department has noted that activities 12, 27 and 28 of Listing Notice 1 and activities 12, 14, 18 and 23 
of Listing Notice 3 are applied for as it relates to the footprint of the access road and non-linear activities, 
while the application form on page 12 of 37 indicated that the total footprint will be confirmed once final 
design have been provided or subject to finalisation based on technical, final design and environmental 
requirements. Please ensure that clarity regarding the total footprint of the access road and non-linear 
activities are included in the final SR and the amended application form as confirmation of the activities 
triggered by the proposed development. 

mailto:Ashlea.strong@wsp.com


Chief Directorate: Integrated Environmental Authorisations 

DFFE Reference: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2136    2 
Comments on the draft scoping report for the proposed Camden I Solar Energy Facility (SEF) and associated infrastructure on Portion 
1 of Welgelegen Farm No. 322 near Ermelo within Gert Sibande District Municipality in Mpumalanga Province 

 It is noted that activity 30 of Listing Notice 1 has been applied for and the motivation is that the ‘facility 
infrastructure is located within, and will require vegetation clearance or disturbance of, Eastern Highveld 
Grassland”, etc. It is unclear as to which process or activity identified in terms of Section 53(1) of NEM:BA 
is required. As such, you are requested to clarify or provide information regarding the process or activity 
identified in terms of NEM:BA. 

 Please ensure that all relevant listed activities are applied for, are specific and can be linked to the 
development activity or infrastructure as described in the project description. In addition, the onus is thus 
on the applicant and the Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to ensure that all the applicable 
listed activities are included in the application. Failure to do so may result in unnecessary delays in the 
processing of the application. 

 If the activities applied for in the application form differ from those mentioned in the final SR, an amended 
application form must be submitted. Please note that the Department’s application form template has been 
amended and can be downloaded from the following link 
https://www.environment.gov.za/documents/forms. 

 
BESS Alternative  

 Page 6 of 37 of the application form included BESS as part of the component for the proposed development 
and trigger listed activity 14 of LN 1 and activity 10 of LN 3 is included on page 12 and 15 of 37. However, it 
has been noted on page 31 of the DSR that BESS technologies such as Lithium Battery Technologies, such 
as Lithium Iron Phosphate, Lithium Nickel Manganese Cobalt oxides or Vanadium Redox flow technologies 
will be considered as the preferred battery technology, however the specific technology will only be 
determined following Engineering, Procurement, and Construction (EPC). Therefore, you are advised to 
assess the risk associated with the technologies and indicate how impacts will be minimised. 

 Further note that the preferred alternative for the BESS must be clearly determined and give clear information 
on whether the BESS will be assembled on site or pre-assembled for this project.  
 

Alternatives 

 Appendix 7: Locality Map highlights 2 location alternatives for the substation and BESS, however they are 
not discussed in report. Please provide a description of any identified alternatives for the proposed activity 
that are feasible and reasonable, including the advantages and disadvantages that the proposed activity or 
alternatives will have on the environment and on the community that may be affected by the activity as per 
Appendix 2 of GN R.982 of 2014 (as amended).  

 Alternatively, you should submit written proof of an investigation and motivation if no reasonable or feasible 
alternatives exist in terms of Appendix 2. 

 
Public Participation Process 

 Please ensure that all issues raised and comments received during the circulation of the draft SR from 
registered I&APs and organs of state (including this Department’s Biodiversity and Protected Areas 
Section), which have jurisdiction in respect of the proposed activity are adequately addressed in the final 
SR.  

 Proof of correspondence with the various stakeholders must be included in the final SR. Should you be 
unable to obtain comments, proof should be submitted to the Department of the attempts that were made 
to obtain comments.  

 The Public Participation Process must be conducted in terms of Regulations 39, 40 41, 42, 43 & 44 of the 
EIA Regulations 2014, as amended. 

 A comments and response trail report (C&R) must be submitted with the final SR. The C&R report must 
incorporate all historical comments for this development. The C&R report must be a separate document 
from the main report.  

 Please refrain from summarising comments made by I&APs. All comments from I&APs must be copied 
verbatim and responded to clearly. Please note that a response such as “Noted” is not regarded as an 
adequate response to I&AP’s comments. 

https://www.environment.gov.za/documents/forms


Chief Directorate: Integrated Environmental Authorisations 

DFFE Reference: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2136    3 
Comments on the draft scoping report for the proposed Camden I Solar Energy Facility (SEF) and associated infrastructure on Portion 
1 of Welgelegen Farm No. 322 near Ermelo within Gert Sibande District Municipality in Mpumalanga Province 

 The final SR must provide evidence that all identified and relevant competent authorities have been given 
an opportunity to comment on the proposed development particularly the Mpumalanga Department of 
Agriculture, Rural Development, Land and Environmental Affairs (MDARDLEA), South African Heritage 
Resources Agency (SAHRA), the District and Local Municipalities. 
 

Layout & Sensitivity Maps 

 A copy of the layout and environmental sensitivity map must be submitted with the final SR and all available 
biodiversity information must be used in the finalisation of these maps.  

 The layout map must indicate the following: 
 Positions of the solar facility and all associated infrastructure (includes the coordinates of each 

infrastructure); 
 All supporting onsite infrastructure e.g. roads (existing and proposed);  
 Permanent laydown area footprint;  
 Substation(s) and/or transformer(s) sites including their entire footprint; 
 Proposed infrastructure related to the proposed development; 
 Connection routes (including pylon positions) to the distribution/transmission network; and 
 All existing infrastructure on the site. 

 The environmental sensitivity map must indicate the following: 
 The location of sensitive environmental features on site e.g. CBAs, heritage sites, wetlands, drainage 

lines etc. that will be affected; 
 Buffer areas; and 
 All “no-go” areas. 

 The above layout maps must have a clear legend with information communicating with that on the map, be 
overlain with the sensitivity map which shows neighbouring energy developments and existing grid 
infrastructure. 

 According to the Biodiversity map on page 100 of the DSR, the proposed development is located within the 
Protected Area National Park and Nature Reserve. You are required to provide details of the National Park 
or Nature Reserve. Furthermore, proof of approval in terms of Section 50 of NEM:PA obtained before 
submission of the application of the proposed development must be submitted with the final SR. 

 It has been noted that the location of the proposed development is situated in an area with Eastern Highveld 
Grassland, which is endangered and or vulnerable. Therefore, you are required to explain why the site is 
considered suitable for the proposed development.  

 The delineated water-bodies (Figure 5-16) on page 95 of the DSR indicate the sensitive areas with buffer 
according to the legend, however, the buffers of those areas are not indicated on the map. Please ensure 
that the legend of the maps are clear and communicate with the details of the maps. 

 According to figure 5-14, the site is located within the Freshwater Ecosystem Priority Areas (FEPA), 
therefore, you are required to indicate the impacts of the area by the proposed development. 

 
Specialist Assessments 
The EAP must ensure that the terms of reference for all the identified specialist studies must include the 
following: 

 A detailed description of the study’s methodology; indication of the locations and descriptions of the 
development footprint, and all other associated infrastructures that they have assessed and are 
recommending for authorisation. 

 Provide a detailed description of all limitations to the studies. All specialist studies must be conducted in 
the right season and providing that as a limitation will not be allowed. 

 Please note that the Department considers a ‘no-go’ area, as an area where no development of any 
infrastructure is allowed; therefore, no development of associated infrastructure including access roads is 
allowed in the ‘no-go’ areas.  

 Should the specialist definition of ‘no-go’ area differ from the Department’s definition; this must be clearly 
indicated. The specialist must also indicate the ‘no-go’ area’s buffer if applicable.  



Chief Directorate: Integrated Environmental Authorisations 

DFFE Reference: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2136    4 
Comments on the draft scoping report for the proposed Camden I Solar Energy Facility (SEF) and associated infrastructure on Portion 
1 of Welgelegen Farm No. 322 near Ermelo within Gert Sibande District Municipality in Mpumalanga Province 

 All specialist studies must be final, and provide detailed/practical mitigation measures for the preferred 
alternative and recommendations, and must not recommend further studies to be completed post EA.  

 Should a specialist recommend specific mitigation measures, these must be clearly indicated.  

 Should the appointed specialists specify contradicting recommendations, the EAP must clearly indicate the 
most reasonable recommendation and substantiate this with defendable reasons; and were necessary, 
include further expertise advice. 

 It is further brought to your attention that Procedures for the Assessment and Minimum Criteria for Reporting 
on identified Environmental Themes (as per the Screening Report), which were promulgated in Government 
Notice No. 320 of 20 March 2020 and in Government Notice No. 1150 of 30 October 2020 (i.e. “the 
Protocols”), have come into effect. Please note that specialist assessments must be conducted in 
accordance with the requirements of these protocols.  

 In addition, the Specialist Declaration must also indicate the name of scientific organisation/council and 
member number and the status of the registration/membership of each specialist. 

 
Cumulative Impact Assessment 
Should there be any other similar projects within a 30km radius of the proposed development site and or in this 
case all the proposed Camden Energy Facilities, the cumulative impact assessment for all identified and 
assessed impacts must be refined to indicate the following: 
 Identified cumulative impacts must be clearly defined, and where possible the size of the identified impact 

must be quantified and indicated, i.e. hectares of cumulatively transformed land.  
 Detailed process flow and proof must be provided, to indicate how the specialist’s recommendations, 

mitigation measures and conclusions from the various similar developments in the area were taken into 
consideration in the assessment of cumulative impacts and when the conclusion and mitigation measures 
were drafted for this project. 

 The cumulative impacts significance rating must also inform the need and desirability of the proposed 
development. 

 A cumulative impact environmental statement on whether the proposed development must proceed. 
 
Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) 

 Ensure that the generic EMPr is submitted for the management of impacts of the substation that will be 
constructed as part of this development.  

 The EMPr for the facility must comply with the requirements of Appendix 4 in the EIA Regulation, as 
amended. 

 
Specific comments 
You are requested to submit the application form signed by both the Environmental Assessment Practitioner 
(EAP) and the Applicant. The application form must be submitted with the final SR.  
 
General 
You are further reminded to comply with Regulation 21(1) of the NEMA EIA Regulations 2014, as amended, 
which states that:  
 
“If S&EIR must be applied to an application, the applicant must, within 44 days of receipt of the application by 
the competent authority, submit to the competent authority a scoping report which has been subjected to a public 
participation process of at least 30 days and which reflects the incorporation of comments received, including 
any comments of the competent authority” 
 
You are further reminded that the final SR to be submitted to this Department must comply with all the 
requirements in terms of the scope of assessment and content of Scoping report in accordance with Appendix 
2 and Regulation 21(1) of the EIA Regulations 2014, as amended. 
 



Chief Directorate: Integrated Environmental Authorisations 

DFFE Reference: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2136    5 
Comments on the draft scoping report for the proposed Camden I Solar Energy Facility (SEF) and associated infrastructure on Portion 
1 of Welgelegen Farm No. 322 near Ermelo within Gert Sibande District Municipality in Mpumalanga Province 

Further note that in terms of Regulation 45 of the EIA Regulations 2014, as amended, this application will lapse 
if the applicant fails to meet any of the timeframes prescribed in terms of these Regulations, unless an extension 
has been granted in terms of Regulation 3(7). 
 
You are hereby reminded of Section 24F of the National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998, 
as amended, that no activity may commence prior to an Environmental Authorisation being granted by the 
Department. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
Mr Sabelo Malaza 
Chief Director: Integrated Environmental Authorisations 
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment 
Letter signed by: Ms Olivia Letlalo 
Designation: Director: Priority Infrastructure Projects  
Date:  
 

cc: Mercia Grimbeek  Camden I Solar (RF) Pty Ltd Cell: 071 
7528033 

Email: 
gideon.raath@enertrag.co.za  

Sindisiwe 
Mbuyane 

Mpumalanga Department of Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Land and Environmental Affairs (MDARDLEA) 

Tel: 017 811 3951 Email:  
mbuyanesb@mpg.gov.za 

Hilda Maganya Msukaligwa Local Municipality Tel: 017 809 3505 Email:  
hmaganya@msukaligwa.gov.za  

Tebogo 
Mogakabe 

Gert Sibande District Municipality Tel: 017 801 7140 Email: 
tebogom@gsibande.gov.za  

 

22/03/2022

Stakeholder details have been redacted as required by POPIA

mailto:gideon.raath@enertrag.co.za
mailto:mbuyanesb@mpg.gov.za
mailto:hmaganya@msukaligwa.gov.za
mailto:tebogom@gsibande.gov.za
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Motha, Bongani

From: Ackerman Pieter <AckermanP@dws.gov.za>
Sent: Thursday, 24 February 2022 14:09
To: Strong, Ashlea
Cc: Mulaudzi Nkhumbudzeni; Kuse Lumka; Roets Wietsche; Meulenbeld Paul; Khosa 

Tsunduka; Tonjeni Mzuvukile; Nthabiseng Dhlamini
Subject: RE: NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE 

ENERGY COMPLEX - Draft Scoping Report Review

Hi Ashley 
We will comment on the WULA when submitted 
Regards 
 
Pieter Ackerman (PrLArch) 
Chief Landscape Architect 
Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS), South Africa 
Sub Directorate Instream Water Use 
Tel:  012 336 8217 
Cell:  082 807 3512 
Fax:  012 336 6608 

 
 
 
 

From: Strong, Ashlea [mailto:Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com]  
Sent: 24 February 2022 12:52 PM 
To: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com> 
Cc: Mqokeli, Babalwa <Babalwa.Mqokeli@wsp.com> 
Subject: NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX - Draft Scoping 
Report Review 
 
Dear Stakeholders 
 
NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX, COMPRISING 
VARIOUS ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION PROCESSES, ERMELO, MPUMALANGA 
 
Notice is given in terms of: 

• Regulation 41(2) of GNR 982 (as amended) published under section 24 and 24D of the National 
Environmental Management Act (No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA) (as amended) for submission of various 
applications for environmental authorisations (EAs) in respect of activities identified in terms of GNR 
983, GNR 984 and GNR 985 (as amended) 

• Section 39 or 41(4) of the National Water Act (36 of 1998) (NWA), for the submission of a General 
Authorisation (GA) or Water Use Licence (WUL) Application (as applicable) 

• Section 38(3)(b) of the National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004) 
(NEM: AQA) of an invitation to register comments with regards to an application for an Atmospheric 
Emissions Licence (AEL) 

 

Stakeholder details have been redacted as required by POPIA

Stakeholder details have been redacted as required by POPIA

Stakeholder details have been redacted as required by POPIA
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ENERTRAG South Africa (Pty) Ltd (ENERTRAG), proposes to establish a renewable energy complex, comprising 
various applications for environmental authorisation, near Ermelo in Mpumalanga.  The proposed authorisations 
includes the following Basic Assessment (BA) and Scoping and Environmental Impact Reporting (S&EIR) processes: 

• Camden I Wind RF (Pty) Ltd 
o Up to 200 MW Wind Energy Facility (WEF) including associated infrastructure 
o Up to 132kV Powerline, substation and associated infrastructure 

• Camden II Wind RF (Pty) Ltd 
o Up to 200MW WEF including associated infrastructure 
o Up to 132kV Powerline, substation and associated infrastructure 

• Camden I Solar RF (Pty) Ltd 
o Up to 100MW Solar Energy Facility (SEF) including associated infrastructure 
o Up to 132kV Powerline, substation and associated infrastructure 

• Camden Green Energy RF (Pty) Ltd 
o Hydrogen and Ammonia Plant and associated infrastructure 

• ENERTRAG South Africa (Pty) Ltd 
o Up to 400kV Powerline, Common Collector and Main Transmission Substation including associated 

infrastructure 
 
WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd (WSP) has been appointed as the EAP by ENERTRAG, to manage the respective BA and 
S&EIR processes.  Parties wishing to formally register as stakeholders in order to offer their comment on the Proposed 
Projects are requested to forward their full contact details to the EAP at the details provided below. Registered 
stakeholders will be forwarded all future correspondence and notified individually of additional opportunities to 
participate in the process.   
 
DRAFT SCOPING REPORT REVIEW PERIOD 
The Draft Environmental Scoping Reports will be made available from WSP on request and/or at the venues below for 
review and comment for 30 days from 25 February 2022 to 28 March 2022.   
 

Area Venue Street Address Contact No 
Ermelo Gert Sibande District Municipality Cnr Joubert & Oosthuise 

Streets 
017 801 7000 

Ermelo Public Library  Cnr. Tauta St &, Kerk Street 017 801 3500 
Thusiville Public Library Wesselton Ext 2  082 797 5119 
Msukaligwa Local Municipality 
Ermelo Office 

Cnr. Tauta St &, Kerk Street 017 801 3500 

WSP 
Website 

https://www.wsp.com/en-ZA/services/public-documents 

Datafree 
Website 

https://wsp-engage.com/ 

 
The contact details of the EAP are: 
 
Name:                 Babalwa Mqokeli  
Tel:                      031 240 8804  
Fax:                     011 361 1381  
E-mail:                babalwa.mqokeli@wsp.com  
Address:             PO Box 98867, Sloane Park, 2152 
 
Protection of Personal Information: WSP will be processing certain personal information about you as an interested 
and affected party (I&AP) for purposes of enabling your registration as an I&AP and storing of your details on our 
database, if you consent for us to do so. WSP will use these details to contact you about other relevant projects in the 
future. WSP will always process your personal information in accordance with the Protection of Personal Information 
Act 4 of 2013. You are entitled to exercise your rights as a data subject and let us know if you wish to be deregistered 
as an I & AP or if you no longer want your contact details to be included on our database. 
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We look forward to your participation is this process. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 

  
 
 
 
  

 

Ashlea Strong 
Associate 
 
T +27 11 361-1392 
F +27 11 361 1301  
M +27 82 786-7819  
 

               
 
WSP in Africa 
Building C 
Knightsbridge 
33 Sloane Street, Bryanston 
2191 South Africa 
 
wsp.com 
 
WSP is a proud Level 1 B-BBEE contributor 

Confidential 
This message, including any document or file attached, is intended only for the addressee and may contain privileged and/or confidential information. Any 
other person is strictly prohibited from reading, using, disclosing or copying this message. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender 
and delete the message. Thank you. 
 
WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd, Registered Office: Building C, Knightsbridge, 33 Sloane Street, Bryanston, 2191, South Africa Registered Number: 
1999/008928/07 South Africa 
 

 
 
NOTICE: This communication and any attachments ("this message") may contain information which is privileged, confidential, proprietary or otherwise 
subject to restricted disclosure under applicable law. This message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). Any unauthorized use, disclosure, viewing, 
copying, alteration, dissemination or distribution of, or reliance on, this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, or you are 
not an authorized or intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by replying to this message, delete this message and all copies from your e-
mail system and destroy any printed copies.  

 
 
 
-LAEmHhHzdJzBlTWfa4Hgs7pbKl  

Stakeholder details have been redacted as required by POPIA
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Motha, Bongani

From: Strong, Ashlea
Sent: Friday, 01 April 2022 17:42
To: Ian Little; Mqokeli, Babalwa
Cc: EWT EIA Applications
Subject: RE: NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE 

ENERGY COMPLEX - Draft Scoping Report Review [Filed 01 Apr 2022 17:42]

Dear Ian 
 
We can confirm that you have been added to the stakeholder database for the Camden Projects. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Ashlea 
 
Ashlea Strong  
Associate 
WSP in Africa 
 
T +27 11 361-1392 
F +27 11 361 1301  
M +27 82 786-7819  
From: Ian Little <ianl@ewt.org.za>  
Sent: Friday, 01 April 2022 15:03 
To: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com>; Mqokeli, Babalwa <Babalwa.Mqokeli@wsp.com> 
Cc: EWT EIA Applications <eia@ewt.org.za> 
Subject: RE: NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX - Draft 
Scoping Report Review 
 
Dear Ashleigh and Babalwa 
  
Please register the EWT as an I&AP for this development. 
  
Thanks 
  
  

 
Dr. Ian T. Little 
Senior Conservation Manager | Endangered Wildlife Trust 
W + 27 21 799 8460 | F + 27 11 608 4682 | C + 27 84 240 7341 
Email: ianl@ewt.org.za | Web: www.ewt.org.za | Skype: ian.tchagra.little  

         
Broad-Based Black Economic Empowerment – BBBEE Level 4 Certificate & 95% Civil Society Organisation 
PBO number: 930 001 777 
NPO number: 015-502 NPO 
IT number: IT 6247 
  
Physical Address: 27 and 28 Austin Road, Glen Austin AH, Midrand, 1685, Gauteng, South Africa 
Postnet Suite # 027, Postnet Suite 002, Private Bag X08, Wierda Park 0149, Gauteng, South Africa 

Stakeholder details have been redacted as required by POPIA

Stakeholder details have been redacted as required by POPIA
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"We all have one universal and inherent commonality and that is the turmoil and joy of being 
human." (Bryan Little, 2012) 
  
  

From: Lourens Leeuwner <lourensl@ewt.org.za>  
Sent: Wednesday, 23 March 2022 08:36 
To: Yolan Friedmann <yolanf@ewt.org.za>; Gareth Tate <garetht@ewt.org.za> 
Cc: EWT EIA Applications <eia@ewt.org.za>; Ian Little <ianl@ewt.org.za> 
Subject: RE: NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX - Draft 
Scoping Report Review 
  
Hi 
  
Camden is a small village, close to Ermelo.  Camden power station is one of Eskom`s oldest coal fire power stations, 
situated at Camden and is on the list for decommissioning. It is likely these new developments will take advantage of 
the substation and associated grid capacity soon to be available. 
  
Regards 
  
Lourens Leeuwner 
Wildlife and Energy Programme Manager 
Endangered Wildlife Trust 
W + 27 21 7998460 |  C + 27 72 775 5111 
Email: lourensl@ewt.org.za | Web: www.ewt.org.za | Skype: lourensleeu 
  
Physical Address: Office 31 & 32, CBC building, SANBI, 99 Rhodes drive, Newlands, Cape Town, 7700 
Postal Address: Postnet Suite # 027, Postnet Suite 002, Private Bag X08, Wierda Park 0149, Gauteng, South Africa 
  

         
Broad-Based Black Economic Empowerment – BBBEE Level 4 Certificate & 95% Civil Society Organisation 
PBO number: 930 001 777 
NPO number: 015-502 NPO 
IT number: IT 6247 
  

 
  
This E-mail message and its attachments are subject to the disclaimer published at http://www.ewt.org.za 
  

From: Yolan Friedmann <yolanf@ewt.org.za>  
Sent: Wednesday, 23 March 2022 07:51 
To: EWT EIA Applications <eia@ewt.org.za>; Gareth Tate <garetht@ewt.org.za>; Lourens Leeuwner 
<lourensl@ewt.org.za> 
Subject: FW: NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX - Draft 
Scoping Report Review 

Stakeholder details have been redacted as required by POPIA
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Anyone know where this is?  
  
Yolan Friedmann   
Physical Address: 27 and 28 Austin Road, Glen Austin AH, Midrand, 1685, Gauteng, South Africa 
Postal Address: Postnet Suite # 027, Postnet Suite 002, Private Bag X08, Wierda Park 0149, Gauteng, South Africa 
  
  

From: Mqokeli, Babalwa <Babalwa.Mqokeli@wsp.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, 22 March 2022 20:04 
Cc: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com> 
Subject: RE: NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX - Draft 
Scoping Report Review 
  
  
Dear Stakeholder 
  
This serves as a kind reminder that the comment period for the Draft Environmental Scoping Reports for the 
Proposed Development of the Camden Renewable Energy Complex ends on 28 March 2022. 
Please submit your comments, should you have any and have not already submitted of same, for incorporation into 
the Final Scoping Reports. 
  
Best Regards, 
  
  
Babalwa Mqokeli Pr Sci Nat 
Senior Consultant 
WSP in Africa 
 
T +27 31 240-8804 
F +27 31 240 8801 

From: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com>  
Sent: Thursday, 24 February 2022 11:42 
To: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com> 
Cc: Mqokeli, Babalwa <Babalwa.Mqokeli@wsp.com> 
Subject: NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX - Draft Scoping 
Report Review 
  
Dear Stakeholders 
  
NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX, COMPRISING 
VARIOUS ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION PROCESSES, ERMELO, MPUMALANGA 
  
Notice is given in terms of: 

• Regulation 41(2) of GNR 982 (as amended) published under section 24 and 24D of the National 
Environmental Management Act (No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA) (as amended) for submission of various 
applications for environmental authorisations (EAs) in respect of activities identified in terms of GNR 
983, GNR 984 and GNR 985 (as amended) 

• Section 39 or 41(4) of the National Water Act (36 of 1998) (NWA), for the submission of a General 
Authorisation (GA) or Water Use Licence (WUL) Application (as applicable) 

• Section 38(3)(b) of the National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004) 
(NEM: AQA) of an invitation to register comments with regards to an application for an Atmospheric 
Emissions Licence (AEL) 

  

Stakeholder details have been redacted as required by POPIA
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ENERTRAG South Africa (Pty) Ltd (ENERTRAG), proposes to establish a renewable energy complex, comprising 
various applications for environmental authorisation, near Ermelo in Mpumalanga.  The proposed authorisations 
includes the following Basic Assessment (BA) and Scoping and Environmental Impact Reporting (S&EIR) processes: 

• Camden I Wind RF (Pty) Ltd 
o Up to 200 MW Wind Energy Facility (WEF) including associated infrastructure 
o Up to 132kV Powerline, substation and associated infrastructure 

• Camden II Wind RF (Pty) Ltd 
o Up to 200MW WEF including associated infrastructure 
o Up to 132kV Powerline, substation and associated infrastructure 

• Camden I Solar RF (Pty) Ltd 
o Up to 100MW Solar Energy Facility (SEF) including associated infrastructure 
o Up to 132kV Powerline, substation and associated infrastructure 

• Camden Green Energy RF (Pty) Ltd 
o Hydrogen and Ammonia Plant and associated infrastructure 

• ENERTRAG South Africa (Pty) Ltd 
o Up to 400kV Powerline, Common Collector and Main Transmission Substation including associated 

infrastructure 
  
WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd (WSP) has been appointed as the EAP by ENERTRAG, to manage the respective BA and 
S&EIR processes.  Parties wishing to formally register as stakeholders in order to offer their comment on the Proposed 
Projects are requested to forward their full contact details to the EAP at the details provided below. Registered 
stakeholders will be forwarded all future correspondence and notified individually of additional opportunities to 
participate in the process.   
  
DRAFT SCOPING REPORT REVIEW PERIOD 
The Draft Environmental Scoping Reports will be made available from WSP on request and/or at the venues below for 
review and comment for 30 days from 24 February 2022 to 28 March 2022.   
  

Area Venue Street Address Contact No 
Ermelo Gert Sibande District Municipality Cnr Joubert & Oosthuise 

Streets 
017 801 7000 

Ermelo Public Library  Cnr. Tauta St &, Kerk Street 017 801 3500 
Thusiville Public Library Wesselton Ext 2  082 797 5119 
Msukaligwa Local Municipality 
Ermelo Office 

Cnr. Tauta St &, Kerk Street 017 801 3500 

WSP 
Website 

https://www.wsp.com/en-ZA/services/public-documents 

Datafree 
Website 

https://wsp-engage.com/ 

  
The contact details of the EAP are: 
  
Name:                 Babalwa Mqokeli  
Tel:                      031 240 8804  
Fax:                     011 361 1381  
E-mail:                babalwa.mqokeli@wsp.com  
Address:             PO Box 98867, Sloane Park, 2152 
  
Protection of Personal Information: WSP will be processing certain personal information about you as an interested 
and affected party (I&AP) for purposes of enabling your registration as an I&AP and storing of your details on our 
database, if you consent for us to do so. WSP will use these details to contact you about other relevant projects in the 
future. WSP will always process your personal information in accordance with the Protection of Personal Information 
Act 4 of 2013. You are entitled to exercise your rights as a data subject and let us know if you wish to be deregistered 
as an I & AP or if you no longer want your contact details to be included on our database. 
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We look forward to your participation is this process. 
  
Kind regards 
  
  

  
 
 
  

 

Ashlea Strong 
Associate 
 
T +27 11 361-1392 
F +27 11 361 1301  
M +27 82 786-7819  
 

               
 
WSP in Africa 
Building C 
Knightsbridge 
33 Sloane Street, Bryanston 
2191 South Africa 
 
wsp.com 
 
WSP is a proud Level 1 B-BBEE contributor 

Confidential 
This message, including any document or file attached, is intended only for the addressee and may contain privileged and/or confidential information. Any 
other person is strictly prohibited from reading, using, disclosing or copying this message. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender 
and delete the message. Thank you. 
 
WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd, Registered Office: Building C, Knightsbridge, 33 Sloane Street, Bryanston, 2191, South Africa Registered Number: 
1999/008928/07 South Africa 
  

 
 
NOTICE: This communication and any attachments ("this message") may contain information which is privileged, confidential, proprietary or otherwise 
subject to restricted disclosure under applicable law. This message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). Any unauthorized use, disclosure, viewing, 
copying, alteration, dissemination or distribution of, or reliance on, this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, or you are 
not an authorized or intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by replying to this message, delete this message and all copies from your e-
mail system and destroy any printed copies.  

 
 
 
-LAEmHhHzdJzBlTWfa4Hgs7pbKl  
 

Disclaimer 

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient 
and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution 
or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. 
 
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast Ltd, an 
innovator in Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more useful place for your human generated 
data. Specializing in; Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more Click Here. 

Stakeholder details have been redacted as required by POPIA
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Motha, Bongani

From: Strong, Ashlea
Sent: Thursday, 24 February 2022 12:53
To: jolande@jvdw.co.za
Subject: RE: NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE 

ENERGY COMPLEX - Draft Scoping Report Review [Filed 24 Feb 2022 12:53]

Dear Jolande 
 
Thank you for your email –  My apologies – the date in the email is an error – please refer to the notification letters 
that were attached – the reports will be available from 25 February 2022.  
 
Thank you for notifying us of this – we have resent the notification email with the corrected. Date.  
 
Kind regards 
 
 
 
Ashlea Strong  
Associate 
WSP in Africa 
 
T +27 11 361-1392 
F +27 11 361 1301  
M +27 82 786-7819  
From: jolande@jvdw.co.za <jolande@jvdw.co.za>  
Sent: Thursday, 24 February 2022 12:45 
To: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com> 
Subject: RE: NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX - Draft 
Scoping Report Review 
 
Kindly take note that the report is not available on the website.  
 
 
Jolandé de Jager – Bester 
(LL.B) UP 
 
27 Jansen str Ermelo 2350  
TEL: 017 819 4821//079 493 6345/65 
E-MAIL/EPOS: jolande@jvdw.co.za 
                         litigasie1@jvdw.co.za 
                        

Jolandé Bester 
Prokureurs/ Attorneys 
Notarisse/Notaries 
 
Take note of our new office hours during the COVID 19 pandemic namely: 
Mo – Thu 8h00 – 16h00 
Fri  8h00 – 13h00  
 
This e-mail and any attachments hereto is intended solely for the confidential use of the intended recipient/s and may 
in future be protected by attorney and client privilege. Unauthorised review, designation, distribution or coping of this 
e-mail is strictly prohibited. If you may receive this mail in error, please desist from reading it and notify us 

Stakeholder details have been redacted as required by POPIA
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immediately at our e-mail address of the error. Jolandé Bester attorneys accepts no liability whatsoever for any loss, 
whether it be direct, indirect or consequential, arising from information available and actions resulting there from. 
 

From: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com>  
Sent: Thursday, 24 February 2022 11:42 
To: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com> 
Cc: Mqokeli, Babalwa <Babalwa.Mqokeli@wsp.com> 
Subject: NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX - Draft Scoping 
Report Review 
 
Dear Stakeholders 
 
NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX, COMPRISING 
VARIOUS ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION PROCESSES, ERMELO, MPUMALANGA 
 
Notice is given in terms of: 

• Regulation 41(2) of GNR 982 (as amended) published under section 24 and 24D of the National 
Environmental Management Act (No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA) (as amended) for submission of various 
applications for environmental authorisations (EAs) in respect of activities identified in terms of GNR 
983, GNR 984 and GNR 985 (as amended) 

• Section 39 or 41(4) of the National Water Act (36 of 1998) (NWA), for the submission of a General 
Authorisation (GA) or Water Use Licence (WUL) Application (as applicable) 

• Section 38(3)(b) of the National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004) 
(NEM: AQA) of an invitation to register comments with regards to an application for an Atmospheric 
Emissions Licence (AEL) 

 
ENERTRAG South Africa (Pty) Ltd (ENERTRAG), proposes to establish a renewable energy complex, comprising 
various applications for environmental authorisation, near Ermelo in Mpumalanga.  The proposed authorisations 
includes the following Basic Assessment (BA) and Scoping and Environmental Impact Reporting (S&EIR) processes: 

• Camden I Wind RF (Pty) Ltd 
o Up to 200 MW Wind Energy Facility (WEF) including associated infrastructure 
o Up to 132kV Powerline, substation and associated infrastructure 

• Camden II Wind RF (Pty) Ltd 
o Up to 200MW WEF including associated infrastructure 
o Up to 132kV Powerline, substation and associated infrastructure 

• Camden I Solar RF (Pty) Ltd 
o Up to 100MW Solar Energy Facility (SEF) including associated infrastructure 
o Up to 132kV Powerline, substation and associated infrastructure 

• Camden Green Energy RF (Pty) Ltd 
o Hydrogen and Ammonia Plant and associated infrastructure 

• ENERTRAG South Africa (Pty) Ltd 
o Up to 400kV Powerline, Common Collector and Main Transmission Substation including associated 

infrastructure 
 
WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd (WSP) has been appointed as the EAP by ENERTRAG, to manage the respective BA and 
S&EIR processes.  Parties wishing to formally register as stakeholders in order to offer their comment on the Proposed 
Projects are requested to forward their full contact details to the EAP at the details provided below. Registered 
stakeholders will be forwarded all future correspondence and notified individually of additional opportunities to 
participate in the process.   
 
DRAFT SCOPING REPORT REVIEW PERIOD 
The Draft Environmental Scoping Reports will be made available from WSP on request and/or at the venues below for 
review and comment for 30 days from 24 February 2022 to 28 March 2022.   
 

Area Venue Street Address Contact No 
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Ermelo Gert Sibande District Municipality Cnr Joubert & Oosthuise 
Streets 

017 801 7000 

Ermelo Public Library  Cnr. Tauta St &, Kerk Street 017 801 3500 
Thusiville Public Library Wesselton Ext 2  082 797 5119 
Msukaligwa Local Municipality 
Ermelo Office 

Cnr. Tauta St &, Kerk Street 017 801 3500 

WSP 
Website 

https://www.wsp.com/en-ZA/services/public-documents 

Datafree 
Website 

https://wsp-engage.com/ 

 
The contact details of the EAP are: 
 
Name:                 Babalwa Mqokeli  
Tel:                      031 240 8804  
Fax:                     011 361 1381  
E-mail:                babalwa.mqokeli@wsp.com  
Address:             PO Box 98867, Sloane Park, 2152 
 
Protection of Personal Information: WSP will be processing certain personal information about you as an interested 
and affected party (I&AP) for purposes of enabling your registration as an I&AP and storing of your details on our 
database, if you consent for us to do so. WSP will use these details to contact you about other relevant projects in the 
future. WSP will always process your personal information in accordance with the Protection of Personal Information 
Act 4 of 2013. You are entitled to exercise your rights as a data subject and let us know if you wish to be deregistered 
as an I & AP or if you no longer want your contact details to be included on our database. 
 
We look forward to your participation is this process. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 

  
 
 
 
  

 

Ashlea Strong 
Associate 
 
T +27 11 361-1392 
F +27 11 361 1301  
M +27 82 786-7819  
 

               
 
WSP in Africa 
Building C 
Knightsbridge 
33 Sloane Street, Bryanston 
2191 South Africa 
 
wsp.com 
 
WSP is a proud Level 1 B-BBEE contributor 

Confidential 
This message, including any document or file attached, is intended only for the addressee and may contain privileged and/or confidential information. Any 
other person is strictly prohibited from reading, using, disclosing or copying this message. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender 
and delete the message. Thank you. 
 
WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd, Registered Office: Building C, Knightsbridge, 33 Sloane Street, Bryanston, 2191, South Africa Registered Number: 
1999/008928/07 South Africa 
 

 
 
NOTICE: This communication and any attachments ("this message") may contain information which is privileged, confidential, proprietary or otherwise 
subject to restricted disclosure under applicable law. This message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). Any unauthorized use, disclosure, viewing, 
copying, alteration, dissemination or distribution of, or reliance on, this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, or you are 
not an authorized or intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by replying to this message, delete this message and all copies from your e-

Stakeholder details have been redacted as required by POPIA
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mail system and destroy any printed copies.  

 
 
 
-LAEmHhHzdJzBlTWfa4Hgs7pbKl  
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Motha, Bongani

From: Mahanbahleka Mawela <mawela@pixleykaseme.gov.za>
Sent: Thursday, 24 February 2022 12:12
To: Strong, Ashlea
Subject: RE: NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE 

ENERGY COMPLEX - Draft Scoping Report Review

Good day  
  
This correspondence seem to be directed to an incorrect recipient – Dr Pixley Ka Isaka Seme Local Municipality  
  

From: Strong, Ashlea [mailto:Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com]  
Sent: Thursday, 24 February 2022 11:42 
To: Strong, Ashlea 
Cc: Mqokeli, Babalwa 
Subject: NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX - Draft Scoping 
Report Review 
  
Dear Stakeholders 
  
NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX, COMPRISING 
VARIOUS ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION PROCESSES, ERMELO, MPUMALANGA 
  
Notice is given in terms of: 

• Regulation 41(2) of GNR 982 (as amended) published under section 24 and 24D of the National 
Environmental Management Act (No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA) (as amended) for submission of various 
applications for environmental authorisations (EAs) in respect of activities identified in terms of GNR 
983, GNR 984 and GNR 985 (as amended) 

• Section 39 or 41(4) of the National Water Act (36 of 1998) (NWA), for the submission of a General 
Authorisation (GA) or Water Use Licence (WUL) Application (as applicable) 

• Section 38(3)(b) of the National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004) 
(NEM: AQA) of an invitation to register comments with regards to an application for an Atmospheric 
Emissions Licence (AEL) 

  
ENERTRAG South Africa (Pty) Ltd (ENERTRAG), proposes to establish a renewable energy complex, comprising 
various applications for environmental authorisation, near Ermelo in Mpumalanga.  The proposed authorisations 
includes the following Basic Assessment (BA) and Scoping and Environmental Impact Reporting (S&EIR) processes: 

• Camden I Wind RF (Pty) Ltd 
o Up to 200 MW Wind Energy Facility (WEF) including associated infrastructure 
o Up to 132kV Powerline, substation and associated infrastructure 

• Camden II Wind RF (Pty) Ltd 
o Up to 200MW WEF including associated infrastructure 
o Up to 132kV Powerline, substation and associated infrastructure 

• Camden I Solar RF (Pty) Ltd 
o Up to 100MW Solar Energy Facility (SEF) including associated infrastructure 
o Up to 132kV Powerline, substation and associated infrastructure 

• Camden Green Energy RF (Pty) Ltd 
o Hydrogen and Ammonia Plant and associated infrastructure 

• ENERTRAG South Africa (Pty) Ltd 
o Up to 400kV Powerline, Common Collector and Main Transmission Substation including associated 

infrastructure 
  

Stakeholder details have been redacted as required by POPIA
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WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd (WSP) has been appointed as the EAP by ENERTRAG, to manage the respective BA and 
S&EIR processes.  Parties wishing to formally register as stakeholders in order to offer their comment on the Proposed 
Projects are requested to forward their full contact details to the EAP at the details provided below. Registered 
stakeholders will be forwarded all future correspondence and notified individually of additional opportunities to 
participate in the process.   
  
DRAFT SCOPING REPORT REVIEW PERIOD 
The Draft Environmental Scoping Reports will be made available from WSP on request and/or at the venues below for 
review and comment for 30 days from 24 February 2022 to 28 March 2022.   
  

Area Venue Street Address Contact No 
Ermelo Gert Sibande District Municipality Cnr Joubert & Oosthuise 

Streets 
017 801 7000 

Ermelo Public Library  Cnr. Tauta St &, Kerk Street 017 801 3500 
Thusiville Public Library Wesselton Ext 2  082 797 5119 
Msukaligwa Local Municipality 
Ermelo Office 

Cnr. Tauta St &, Kerk Street 017 801 3500 

WSP 
Website 

https://www.wsp.com/en-ZA/services/public-documents 

Datafree 
Website 

https://wsp-engage.com/ 

  
The contact details of the EAP are: 
  
Name:                 Babalwa Mqokeli  
Tel:                      031 240 8804  
Fax:                     011 361 1381  
E-mail:                babalwa.mqokeli@wsp.com  
Address:             PO Box 98867, Sloane Park, 2152 
  
Protection of Personal Information: WSP will be processing certain personal information about you as an interested 
and affected party (I&AP) for purposes of enabling your registration as an I&AP and storing of your details on our 
database, if you consent for us to do so. WSP will use these details to contact you about other relevant projects in the 
future. WSP will always process your personal information in accordance with the Protection of Personal Information 
Act 4 of 2013. You are entitled to exercise your rights as a data subject and let us know if you wish to be deregistered 
as an I & AP or if you no longer want your contact details to be included on our database. 
  
We look forward to your participation is this process. 
  
Kind regards 
  
  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Ashlea Strong 
Associate 
 
T +27 11 361-1392 
F +27 11 361 1301  
M +27 82 786-7819  
 

               
 
WSP in Africa 
Building C 
Knightsbridge 
33 Sloane Street, Bryanston 
2191 South Africa 
 
wsp.com 

Stakeholder details have been redacted as required by POPIA
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WSP is a proud Level 1 B-BBEE contributor 

Confidential 
This message, including any document or file attached, is intended only for the addressee and may contain privileged and/or confidential information. Any 
other person is strictly prohibited from reading, using, disclosing or copying this message. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender 
and delete the message. Thank you. 
 
WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd, Registered Office: Building C, Knightsbridge, 33 Sloane Street, Bryanston, 2191, South Africa Registered Number: 
1999/008928/07 South Africa 
  

 
 
NOTICE: This communication and any attachments ("this message") may contain information which is privileged, confidential, proprietary or otherwise 
subject to restricted disclosure under applicable law. This message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). Any unauthorized use, disclosure, viewing, 
copying, alteration, dissemination or distribution of, or reliance on, this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, or you are 
not an authorized or intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by replying to this message, delete this message and all copies from your e-
mail system and destroy any printed copies.  

 
 
 
-LAEmHhHzdJzBlTWfa4Hgs7pbKl  
 

Disclaimer 

The information contained in this communication from the sender is confidential. It is intended solely for use by the recipient 
and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the recipient, you are hereby notified that any disclosure, copying, distribution 
or taking action in relation of the contents of this information is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. 
 
This email has been scanned for viruses and malware, and may have been automatically archived by Mimecast Ltd, an 
innovator in Software as a Service (SaaS) for business. Providing a safer and more useful place for your human generated 
data. Specializing in; Security, archiving and compliance. To find out more Click Here. 
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Strong, Ashlea

From: Lizell Stroh <StrohL@caa.co.za>
Sent: Wednesday, 23 March 2022 08:53
To: Mqokeli, Babalwa
Cc: Strong, Ashlea
Subject: RE: NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE

ENERGY COMPLEX - Draft Scoping Report Review
Attachments: New Part 139.01.30 Technical Standards.pdf

Good day,

Please find new procedure and process to follow towards Renewable Energy projects..

http://www.caa.co.za/Pages/Default.aspx

http://www.caa.co.za/Pages/Obstacles/Urgent-notices.aspx

SACAA Page - Main Content Section

Obstacle Notice 1/2022 – Appointment of New Windfarm and Solar Obstacle Application Service Provider

Kindly be advised, Air Traffic and Navigation Services (ATNS) has been appointed as the Obstacle application Service
Provider for Windfarms on 1 May 2021. They will be also responsible for Solar Obstacle Applications from the 1'st of
February 2022.  All new Solar applications must be lodged to obstacles@atns.co.za.

Their responsibility would pertain to the assessments, maintenance, and all other related matters in respect to
Windfarms and Solar assessments

Obstacle Notice 3/2020 (Replacement for 17/11/2017): Additional Requirements for Solar Project Applications

Kindly note that with immediate effect, A Glint & Glare Assessment will be required as soon as the proposed site is
located on the extended runway centreline within the ICAO Annex 14 Approach Surface, Take-Off Climb Surface &
Departure Surface, and within 3km radius around an Aerodrome/helistop as pe Part 139.01.30 (3).

The new solar project applications must be accompanied by a Glint & Glare Impact Assessment Report with specific
relevance to aviation & aircraft operations. It is recommended that a Glint & Glare Impact Assessment Report be
obtained for solar project applications which have already been submitted to the SACAA.

There are various organisations who can perform glint & glare impact assessment. It is however recommended that a
credible organisation be utilised for this purpose.

Please note that the cost for any Impact Assessment Report will be for the account of the applicant.

Kind regards

Stakeholder details have been redacted as required by POPIA
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Lizell Stroh
Obstacle Inspector
PANS-OPS Section
Air Navigation Services Department
Tel: +27 11 545 1232 | Mobile: +27 083 461 6660
Email: Strohl@caa.co.za| www.caa.co.za

Foll us on

“We spend most of our waking lives at work, so it's important that we do what
we love and love what we do.”

Richard Branson

From: Mqokeli, Babalwa <Babalwa.Mqokeli@wsp.com>
Sent: Tuesday, 22 March 2022 19:28
Cc: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com>
Subject: RE: NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX - Draft
Scoping Report Review

Dear Commenting Authority

This serves as a kind reminder that the comment period for the Draft Environmental Scoping Reports for the
Proposed Development of the Camden Renewable Energy Complex ends on 28 March 2022.
Please submit your comments, should you have any and have not already submitted of same, for incorporation into
the Final Scoping Reports.

Best Regards,

Babalwa Mqokeli Pr Sci Nat
Senior Consultant
WSP in Africa

T +27 31 240-8804
F +27 31 240 8801

From: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com>
Sent: Thursday, 24 February 2022 11:42
To: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com>
Cc: Mqokeli, Babalwa <Babalwa.Mqokeli@wsp.com>
Subject: NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX - Draft Scoping
Report Review

Dear Commenting Authority

Stakeholder details have been redacted as required by POPIA
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NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX, COMPRISING
VARIOUS ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION PROCESSES, ERMELO, MPUMALANGA

Notice is given in terms of:
• Regulation 41(2) of GNR 982 (as amended) published under section 24 and 24D of the National

Environmental Management Act (No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA) (as amended) for submission of various
applications for environmental authorisations (EAs) in respect of activities identified in terms of GNR
983, GNR 984 and GNR 985 (as amended)

• Section 39 or 41(4) of the National Water Act (36 of 1998) (NWA), for the submission of a General
Authorisation (GA) or Water Use Licence (WUL) Application (as applicable)

• Section 38(3)(b) of the National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004)
(NEM: AQA) of an invitation to register comments with regards to an application for an Atmospheric
Emissions Licence (AEL)

ENERTRAG South Africa (Pty) Ltd (ENERTRAG), proposes to establish a renewable energy complex, comprising
various applications for environmental authorisation, near Ermelo in Mpumalanga.  The proposed authorisations
includes the following Basic Assessment (BA) and Scoping and Environmental Impact Reporting (S&EIR) processes:

• Camden I Wind RF (Pty) Ltd
o Up to 200 MW Wind Energy Facility (WEF) including associated infrastructure
o Up to 132kV Powerline, substation and associated infrastructure

• Camden II Wind RF (Pty) Ltd
o Up to 200MW WEF including associated infrastructure
o Up to 132kV Powerline, substation and associated infrastructure

• Camden I Solar RF (Pty) Ltd
o Up to 100MW Solar Energy Facility (SEF) including associated infrastructure
o Up to 132kV Powerline, substation and associated infrastructure

• Camden Green Energy RF (Pty) Ltd
o Hydrogen and Ammonia Plant and associated infrastructure

• ENERTRAG South Africa (Pty) Ltd
o Up to 400kV Powerline, Common Collector and Main Transmission Substation including associated

infrastructure

WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd (WSP) has been appointed as the EAP by ENERTRAG, to manage the respective BA and
S&EIR processes.  Parties wishing to formally register as stakeholders in order to offer their comment on the Proposed
Projects are requested to forward their full contact details to the EAP at the details provided below. Registered
stakeholders will be forwarded all future correspondence and notified individually of additional opportunities to
participate in the process.

DRAFT SCOPING REPORT REVIEW PERIOD
The Draft Environmental Scoping Reports have been made available for 30 days from 24 February 2022 to 28 March
2022 - on the WSP website and via a One Drive Link for download.

· One Drive (  Camden Public Review)
· WSP website (https://www.wsp.com/en-ZA/services/public-documents)

Please note that you will receive a separate email with the link to the one drive.  This link will then request a
verification number which will automatically be sent to your email address – if it doesn’t seem to come through
please check your “spam” folder.

The contact details of the EAP are:

Name:                 Babalwa Mqokeli
Tel:                      031 240 8804
Fax:                     011 361 1381
E-mail: babalwa.mqokeli@wsp.com
Address:             PO Box 98867, Sloane Park, 2152
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Protection of Personal Information: WSP will be processing certain personal information about you as an interested
and affected party (I&AP) for purposes of enabling your registration as an I&AP and storing of your details on our
database, if you consent for us to do so. WSP will use these details to contact you about other relevant projects in the
future. WSP will always process your personal information in accordance with the Protection of Personal Information
Act 4 of 2013. You are entitled to exercise your rights as a data subject and let us know if you wish to be deregistered
as an I & AP or if you no longer want your contact details to be included on our database.

We look forward to your participation is this process.

Kind regards

Ashlea Strong
Associate

T +27 11 361-1392
F +27 11 361 1301
M +27 82 786-7819

WSP in Africa
Building C
Knightsbridge
33 Sloane Street, Bryanston
2191 South Africa

wsp.com

WSP is a proud Level 1 B-BBEE contributor
Confidential
This message, including any document or file attached, is intended only for the addressee and may contain privileged and/or confidential information. Any
other person is strictly prohibited from reading, using, disclosing or copying this message. If you have received this message in error, please notify the
sender and delete the message. Thank you.

WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd, Registered Office: Building C, Knightsbridge, 33 Sloane Street, Bryanston, 2191, South Africa Registered Number:
1999/008928/07 South Africa

NOTICE: This communication and any attachments ("this message") may contain information which is privileged, confidential, proprietary or otherwise
subject to restricted disclosure under applicable law. This message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). Any unauthorized use, disclosure, viewing,
copying, alteration, dissemination or distribution of, or reliance on, this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, or you are
not an authorized or intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by replying to this message, delete this message and all copies from your e-
mail system and destroy any printed copies.

-LAEmHhHzdJzBlTWfa4Hgs7pbKl

This email has been scanned for email related threats and delivered safely by Mimecast.
For more information please visit http://www.mimecast.com
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Interim Comment
In terms of Section 38(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999)

Attention: Camden I Solar (RF) (Pty) Ltd

The proponent is proposing to develop the Camden I Solar Energy Facility (SEF), located
approximately 10km south of Ermelo (near Camden) in the Mpumalanga Province of South Africa. The
proposed Camden I SEF will be developed within a project area of approximately 695 hectares (ha).
Within this project area the extent of the project footprint will be approximately 310 hectares (ha),
subject to finalization based on technical and environmental requirements. The proposed SEF is
located south-west of Ermelo, in Mpumalanga and falls within the Msukaligwa Local Municipality and
Gert Sibande District Municipality.

Camden I Solar (RF) (Pty) Ltd have appointed WSP Environmental (Pty) Ltd to undertake a Scoping and
Environmental Impact Assessment application process in support for an Environmental Authorisation (EA) in
terms of the National Environmental Management Act, Act no 107 of 1998 (NEMA) as amended, for activities
that trigger the NEMA Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 2014 Regulations, as amended.

Camden I Solar in conjunction with Enertrag (Pty) Ltd, Camden I and II Wind Energy RF, and Camden II Solar
RF are proposing to construct a renewable energy facility consisting of 8 projects within the existing Eskom
Camden Power Station in Mpumalanga Province. The Solar Energy renewable energy facility application case
ID is 18082, the Wind 1 and Wind 2 facility applications are case ID 18077, and case ID 18087 respectively,
and the green energy facility application case ID is 18081. A 400kV power line and common collector
substation for their new energy facility to be connected to the National Grid application is case ID is 18080.
This application is for the Camden Solar I facility RF, and the facility will be 297 ha in extent located on Portion
1 of the farm Welgelegen 322, in the Msukaligwa Local Municipality of Mpumalanga Province. The facility
consisting of admin and construction laydown area, 4m wide internal roads, 6.5ha of the BESS and 1.5 ha of
the IPP portion of the substation, AC/DC cables connecting the solar panels.

A Heritage Scoping report by Beyond Heritage (Pty) Ltd has been submitted to SAHRA for commenting in
terms of section 38 of the National Heritage Resources Act, no. 25 of 1999 (NHRA).

Van der Walt, J. October 2021. HERITAGE SCOPING REPORT For the Proposed Camden I Solar Energy

Camden I Solar Energy Facility

Our Ref: 18082

Enquiries: Nokukhanya Khumalo Date: Monday May 23, 2022

Tel: 021 462 4502

Email: nkhumalo@sahra.org.za

Page No: 1

CaseID: 18082

Stakeholder details have been re-
dacted as required by POPIA



 

 

 

 

 

 

Facility (100MW), Mpumalanga Province, South Africa.

The author undertook an assessment of the available documentation on the history of the development area.
The author notes that the area has previously been assessed and identified historical homesteads and
farmsteads. No archaeological sites and graves have been identified in the study area but due to the nature of
heritage resources occurring underground there is potential of unkown sites being uncovered. The study area
has negligible palaeontological significance as seen on the SAHRIS palaeomap and the palaeomap policy.
The author recommends a field assessment during the EIA phase to assess the development footprint for any
potential heritage resources.

Interim Comment

The Archaeology, Palaeontology, Meteorites (APM) notes the submission of the Scoping Report and Heritage
Scoping Report and endorses the recommendation for a field survey by a suitably qualified archaeologist as
part of a Heritage Impact Assessment report.
SAHRA will provide further comments on the proposed development once the draft EIAr and the HIA report is
submitted to the case.
SAHRA grants the development an exemption from undertaking a Palaeontological Impact Assessment as the
development area is located in a region mapped on the palaeomap as being of negligible palaeontological
significance.  The palaeomap policy does not require an assessment of impacts for zones of negligible
palaeontological significance.

Should you have any further queries, please contact the designated official using the case number quoted
above in the case header.

Yours faithfully

________________________________________ 
Nokukhanya Khumalo
Heritage Officer
South African Heritage Resources Agency

Camden I Solar Energy Facility

Our Ref: 18082

Enquiries: Nokukhanya Khumalo Date: Monday May 23, 2022

Tel: 021 462 4502

Email: nkhumalo@sahra.org.za

Page No: 2

CaseID: 18082
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________________________________________ 
Phillip Hine
Manager: Archaeology, Palaeontology and Meteorites Unit
South African Heritage Resources Agency

ADMIN:
Direct URL to case: https://sahris.sahra.org.za/node/593586
(DEA, Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2136)

.

Camden I Solar Energy Facility

Our Ref: 18082

Enquiries: Nokukhanya Khumalo Date: Monday May 23, 2022

Tel: 021 462 4502

Email: nkhumalo@sahra.org.za

Page No: 3

CaseID: 18082
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Govender, Megan

From: Adri Liebenberg <a3l@live.co.za>
Sent: Wednesday, 25 May 2022 14:05
To: Strong, Ashlea
Cc: Col Weilbach; rwu mp; MIEM Level2
Subject: PROPOSED RENEWABLE WIND PROJECT IN THE AREA ADJACENT TO THE CAMDEM 

MILITARY BASE IN MPUMALANGA
Attachments: Final SEA Report_Defence Section.pdf; 

Gazetted_Defence_Installations_Assessment_Protocols.pdf

To Ashlea Strong 
 
Your correspondence to Lt Col Thagwana from the Regional Works Unit Limpopo as an interested and 
affected party (I&AP) on your database on 13 April 2022 refers. 
 
As a national government department, the Department of Defence consist of different levels or tiers of 
mandated decision making in respect of providing and confirming the impacts adjacent developments 
would have on the department as a whole through the current EIA process.  This internal situation within 
the military is sometimes very confusing and cumbersome to the various environmental assessment 
practitioners (EAPs) as it relates to the identification of the I&AP within the Department of Defence. 
 
For the purpose of the process to be followed for any renewable energy projects, the requirements 
stipulated in the Strategic Environmental Assessment for Wind and Solar Photovoltaic Energy in South 
Africa, 2015 (Part 3 Section 8) related to sensitivity areas are applied.  See attachment.  This geospatial 
information has been included in the Environmental Screening Tool to be utilised by EAPs.  However, the 
geospatial information only relates to the identified 9 REDZ focus areas but the Department of Defence 
still applies these sensitivities in areas outside these focus areas.  For this reason, a protocol for the 
specialist assessment and minimum report content requirements for environmental and other impacts on 
defence installations have been gazetted on 20 March 2020.  See attachment. 
 
In terms of this protocol, EAPs are required to verify the site sensitivity in the form of a report to confirm 
the current land use and environmental sensitivity as per section 2 of the protocol.  In accordance with 
section 3, a specialist assessment and minimum report requirement should consist of a Defence 
Compliance Statement which would require a comment, in writing, from the Department of Defence 
confirming no unacceptable impact on military areas of interest and if needed further assessment with 
mitigating measures as per para 2.3.4 and 2.3.5 of the protocol. 
 
In terms of the various levels of military mandate, the appointed military environmental officer within the 
province will be the point of liaison in terms of the I&AP process on your database, however for the 
purposes of written comment required from the Department of Defence the mandate lies at a higher 
level.   For obtaining written comment, the developer or the EAP will have to personally request written 
comment from the Director Facilities at the Logistics Division of the Department of Defence at email 
clogfac@gmail.com for incorporation into the Defence Compliance Statement. 
 
I hope this will assist you in your process going forward. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Capt (SAN) Adri Liebenberg Pr Sci Nat 

Stakeholder details have been redacted as required by POPIA
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SSO MIEM 
Defence Works Formation 
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Govender, Megan

From: Colette Alisha Stander <colette@g7energies.com>
Sent: Wednesday, 08 June 2022 12:14
To: Strong, Ashlea
Cc: Caryn Clarke; Skye Clarke-McLeod
Subject: Camden Renewable Energy Complex I&AP Registration

Dear Ashlea, 
 
I trust you are doing very well. I would like to kindly request that myself, Colette Stander, with e-mail address, 
eia@g7energies.com, be registered as an I&AP in the Camden Renewable Energy Complex, consisting of 
the following: 
 
- Camden I WEF and Associated Grid Connection 
- Camden II WEF and Associated Grid Connection 
- Camden I Solar and Associated Grid Connection 
- Camden Grid Connection and Collector Substation 
- Camden Green Hydrogen and Ammonia Facility and Associated Grid Connection 
 
If I could please request to be registered for each project included above, that would be greatly appreciated.  May I 
also ask that confirmation of registration be sent through once done.  
 
Thank you very much, with kind regards 
--  

Colette Stander | Environmental Project Developer 

G7 Renewable Energies (Pty) Ltd 
 
5th Floor, 125 Buitengracht Street 
Cape Town 8001, South Africa 
+27 81 433 6737 (Mobile) 
+27 21 300 0610 (Office) 
+27 86 514 1735 (Fax) 
www.g7energies.com 

  

CONFIDENTIALITY : This e-mail and any attachments are confidential and may be privileged. If you are not a named recipient, please notify the sender 
immediately and do not disclose the contents to another person, use it for any purpose or store or copy the information in any medium. 

  

In case of strong suspicion of phishing, report the email through the reporting tool on your email toolbar or send it as an attachment 
to info@g7energies.com 

Stakeholder details have been redacted as required by POPIA
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Govender, Megan

From: Strong, Ashlea
Sent: Thursday, 09 June 2022 08:11
To: Colette Alisha Stander
Cc: Caryn Clarke; Skye Clarke-McLeod; Mqokeli, Babalwa
Subject: RE: Camden Renewable Energy Complex I&AP Registration

Dear Colette 
 
Thank you for your email. We can confirm that you have been added to the project database for each of the projects 
below.  
 
Kind regards  
 
Ashlea Strong  
Principal Associate 
WSP in Africa 
 
T +27 11 361-1392 
F +27 11 361 1301  
M +27 82 786-7819  
From: Colette Alisha Stander <colette@g7energies.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, 08 June 2022 12:14 
To: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com> 
Cc: Caryn Clarke <caryn@g7energies.com>; Skye Clarke-McLeod <skye@g7energies.com> 
Subject: Camden Renewable Energy Complex I&AP Registration 
 
Dear Ashlea, 
 
I trust you are doing very well. I would like to kindly request that myself, Colette Stander, with e-mail address, 
eia@g7energies.com, be registered as an I&AP in the Camden Renewable Energy Complex, consisting of 
the following: 
 
- Camden I WEF and Associated Grid Connection 
- Camden II WEF and Associated Grid Connection 
- Camden I Solar and Associated Grid Connection 
- Camden Grid Connection and Collector Substation 
- Camden Green Hydrogen and Ammonia Facility and Associated Grid Connection 
 
If I could please request to be registered for each project included above, that would be greatly appreciated.  May I 
also ask that confirmation of registration be sent through once done.  
 
Thank you very much, with kind regards 
--  

Colette Stander | Environmental Project Developer 

G7 Renewable Energies (Pty) Ltd 
 
5th Floor, 125 Buitengracht Street 
Cape Town 8001, South Africa 
+27 81 433 6737 (Mobile) 
+27 21 300 0610 (Office) 
+27 86 514 1735 (Fax) 
www.g7energies.com 

  

Stakeholder details have been redacted as required by POPIA
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CONFIDENTIALITY : This e-mail and any attachments are confidential and may be privileged. If you are not a named recipient, please notify the sender 
immediately and do not disclose the contents to another person, use it for any purpose or store or copy the information in any medium. 

  

In case of strong suspicion of phishing, report the email through the reporting tool on your email toolbar or send it as an attachment 
to info@g7energies.com 



 
Private Bag X 447∙ PRETORIA 0001∙ Environment House 473 Steve Biko Road, Arcadia∙ PRETORIA 

 

DFFE Reference: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2136 
Enquiries: Ms Makhosazane Yeni 

Telephone: (012) 399 9400 E-mail: MYeni@dffe.gov.za 

 
Ashlea Strong  
WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd  
WSP House Building C Knightsbridge 
33 Sloane Street 
BRYANSTON 
2191 
 
Tel Number:  011 361 1392 
Email Address:  Ashlea.strong@wsp.com  
 
PER MAIL / E-MAIL 
 
Dear Ms Strong 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF THE FINAL SCOPING REPORT FOR THE PROPOSED CAMDEN I SOLAR ENERGY 
FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE ON PORTION 1 OF WELGELEGEN FARM NO. 322, 
NEAR ERMELO WITHIN MSUKALIGWA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY IN GERT SIBANDE DISTRICT 
MUNICIPALITY IN MPUMALANGA PROVINCE 
 
The final Scoping Report (FSR) and the Plan of Study for Environmental Impact Assessment dated 08 April 
2022 and received by the Competent Authority (CA) on 08 April 2022, refer.  
 
The CA has evaluated the submitted FSR, and the Plan of Study for Environmental Impact Assessment dated 
08 April 2022 and is satisfied that the documents comply with the minimum requirements of the Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014, as amended. The FSR is hereby accepted by the Department in 
terms of Regulation 22(1) (a) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended.  
 
You may proceed with the environmental impact assessment process in accordance with the tasks contemplated 
in the Plan of Study for Environmental Impact Assessment as required in terms of the EIA Regulations, 2014, 
as amended. 
 
In addition, the following amendments and additional information are required to be incorporated in the 
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAr): 
 
Listed Activities  

• There are discrepancies identified regarding to the listed activities and sub-activities as well as the 
description of the activities in the application form and FSR that really need to be addressed. In the 
comments dated 25 March 2022, you were advised to ensure that only relevant listed activities are applied 
for, are specific and can be linked to the development activity or infrastructures as described in the project 
description. This is the responsibility of the EAP to ensure only relevant information is included in the report. 
Please ensure the EIAr reflect only listed activities and sub-activities applied for. 

Stakeholder details have been redacted as required by POPIA
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Chief Directorate: Integrated Environmental Authorisations 

 

DFFE Reference: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2136    2 
Acceptance of the FSR for the proposed Camden I Solar Energy Facility and associated infrastructure on Portion 1 of Welgelegen Farm No. 322, 
near Ermelo within Msukaligwa Local Municipality in Gert Sibande District Municipality in Mpumalanga Province 

• It is noted that on activity 11 of Listing Notice 1, the capacity of the onsite substation, including cabling 
(buried or overhead) will be between 33kV and 132kV. Please ensure that the exact capacity of the 
proposed onsite substation is clarified in the EIA phase. 

• For activity 12 of Listing Notice 1, you are required to provide the total footprint of the proposed infrastructure 
in square meters. 

• On the comments of the draft SR dated 22 March 2022, bullet number 1 (Listed Activities) you were 
requested to assess the environmental impacts and provide mitigation measures of fuel, cement and 
chemical storage.  In your response (Appendix G), dated April 2022 you indicated that the environmental 
impacts of fuel, cement and chemical storage will be fully assessed during the EIA phase and mitigation 
measures will be provided in the EMPr. Please ensure that the above is adhere with. 

• In activity 24 of Listing Notice 1, it is noted that the internal access road required by the facility will be 
between 5m and 8m. It is unclear whether this activity is listed or not, since the relevant listed activity require 
the width of the road to be wider than 8 metres and the exact values will be confirmed once final designs 
have been provided. Please clarify? 

• It is noted that for activity 23 of Listing Notice 3, in the initial application form included the threshold. 
However, the updated application form does not include the threshold (i.e. exceed 10m²), you are advised 
to provide updated information in the EIA Phase and ensure that the application form is updated/amended 
as well. 

• Please ensure that all relevant listed activities are applied for, are specific and can be linked to the 
development activity or infrastructure as described in the project description. In addition, the onus is thus 
on the applicant and the environmental assessment practitioner (EAP) to ensure that all the applicable 
listed activities are included in the application. Failure to do so may result in unnecessary delays in the 
processing of the application. 

• If the activities applied for in the application form differ from those mentioned in the final EIAr, an amended 
application form must be submitted. Please note that the Department’s application form template has been 
amended and can be downloaded from the following link 
https://www.environment.gov.za/documents/forms. 

 
Project Description 

• It is noted that the project description in the application form and FSR are not the same. For instance, page 
7 of the application form included the following components “Fencing and lighting, Lightning protection, 
Telecommunication infrastructure, Storm water channels, Water pipelines, Offices, Operational 
control centre, Operation and Maintenance Area / Warehouse / workshop, Ablution facilities, a gate 
house, Control centre, offices, warehouses, Security building, a visitor’s centre; and Substation 
building”, whereas the FSR does not includes the components. Please ensure that the project description 
in the application and draft EIAr (including the final EIAr) are the same prior submitting to the CA for 
consideration. 

• It is noted that listed activity 14 of Listing Notice 1 and activity 10 of Listing Notice 3 are applied for as it 
relates to the infrastructure for the storage and handling of dangerous goods, in which fuel, transformer oil, 
cement and chemical storage onsite will be greater than 80m³ but not exceeding 500m³. However, section 
5 of the application form on page 6 of 36 does not provide any description of the infrastructure for the 
storage and handling of dangerous goods. As such, you are requested to provide the exact type and 
capacity of the dangerous goods applicable to the proposed development. 

 
BESS Alternative 

• Page 31 of the FSR indicated, “It is proposed that Lithium Battery Technologies, such as Lithium Iron 
Phosphate, Lithium Nickel Manganese Cobalt oxides or Vanadium Redox flow technologies will be 
considered as the preferred battery technology however the specific technology will only be determined 
following Engineering, Procurement, and Construction (EPC) procurement”.  Please ensure that the final 
EIAr indicate the preferred BESS technology and the assessment of the risk associated with the preferred 
technology, and indicate how impacts will be minimised. 

https://www.environment.gov.za/documents/forms


Chief Directorate: Integrated Environmental Authorisations 

 

DFFE Reference: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2136    3 
Acceptance of the FSR for the proposed Camden I Solar Energy Facility and associated infrastructure on Portion 1 of Welgelegen Farm No. 322, 
near Ermelo within Msukaligwa Local Municipality in Gert Sibande District Municipality in Mpumalanga Province 

 
Public Participation 

• Please ensure that all issues raised, and comments received during the circulation of the SR from registered 
I&APs and organs of state (including this Department’s Biodiversity and Protected Areas Section), 
which have jurisdiction in respect of the proposed activity are adequately addressed in the final EIAr.  

• Proof of correspondence with the various stakeholders must be included in the final EIAr. Should you be 
unable to obtain comments, proof should be submitted to the Department of the attempts that were made 
to obtain comments.  

• The Public Participation Process must be conducted in terms of Regulations 39, 40, 41, 42, 43 & 44 of the 
EIA Regulations 2014, as amended. 

• A comments and response trail report (C&R) must be submitted with the final EIAr. The C&R report must 
incorporate all historical comments for this development. The C&R report must be a separate document 
from the main report.  

• Please refrain from summarising comments made by I&APs. All comments from I&APs must be copied 
verbatim and responded to clearly. Please note that a response such as “Noted” is not regarded as an 
adequate response to I&AP’s comments. 

• The final EIAr must provide evidence that all identified and relevant competent authorities have been given 
an opportunity to comment on the proposed development particularly the Mpumalanga Department of 
Agriculture, Rural Development, Land and Environmental Affairs (MDARDLEA, Mpumalanga 
Tourism and Parks Agency (MTPA), Langcarel Private Nature Reserve, South African Heritage 
Resources Agency (SAHRA) and the District and Local Municipalities. 

 
Layout & Sensitivity Maps 

• A copy of the layout and environmental sensitivity map must be submitted with the final EIAr and all 
available biodiversity information must be used in the finalisation of these maps.  

• The layout map must indicate the following: 
➢ Positions of the facility and all associated infrastructure; 
➢ All supporting onsite infrastructure e.g. roads (existing and proposed);  
➢ Permanent laydown area footprint;  
➢ Substation(s) and/or transformer(s) sites including their entire footprint; 
➢ Proposed infrastructure related to the proposed development; 
➢ Connection routes (including pylon positions) to the distribution/transmission network; and 
➢ All existing infrastructure on the site. 

• The environmental sensitivity map must indicate the following: 
➢ The location of sensitive environmental features on site e.g. CBAs, heritage sites, wetlands, drainage 

lines etc. that will be affected; 
➢ Buffer areas; i.e., 1km of the Protected Area, etc, and 
➢ All “no-go” areas. 

• The above layout map must have a clear legend with information communicating with that on the 
map, be overlain with the sensitivity map which shows neighboring energy developments and existing grid 
infrastructure. 

• Habitat sensitivity of the study area, including CBAs, with the Solar PV and avifaunal sensitivities as 
depicted respectively in Figure 5-22 (page 107) and 5-23 (page 116) of the FSR must be considered in the 
layout map. This must consider the buffer zone of the sensitive area as well. 

• It has been mentioned that development layout map will be confirmed in the EIA phase. Please ensure it 
considers the buffers of the sensitive areas 

• The colors used on page 129 (Figure 5-28) of the FSR, the Site Layout overlain onto a Preliminary 
Consolidated Environmental Sensitivity Map, are very similar, making it difficult to differentiate between 
High and medium high as well as medium- low and medium. Please ensure that different colours are used 
instead of similar colours. 
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Specialist assessments 
The following Specialist Assessments will form part of the EIAr: 
➢ Soils and Agricultural Potential Assessment;  
➢ Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Assessment; 
➢ Palaeontology Impact Assessment; 
➢ Visual Impact Assessment; 
➢ Biodiversity Impact Assessment (inclusive of terrestrial biodiversity, plant species and animal species); 
➢ Freshwater Assessment; 
➢ Avifauna Impact Assessment; 
➢ Social Impact Assessment; 
➢ Qualitative Risk Assessment (specific to the BESS); 
➢ Desktop Geotechnical Assessment; and 
➢ Desktop Traffic Assessment. 
 
It is further brought to your attention that Procedures for the Assessment and Minimum Criteria for Reporting on 
identified Environmental Themes (as per the Screening Report), which were promulgated in Government Notice 
No. 320 of 20 March 2020 and in Government Notice No. 1150 of 30 October 2020 (i.e. “the Protocols”), have 
come into effect. Please note that specialist assessments must be conducted in accordance with the 
requirements of these protocols. For instance, Radio Frequency Interference (RFI) Theme is rated as high 
and Landscape sensitivities is rated as very high by the screening report dated 14 September 2021 this study 
is not included in the studies to be undertaken in the EIA phase. 
 
The EAP must ensure that the terms of reference for all the identified specialist studies must include the 
following: 

• A detailed description of the study’s methodology; indication of the locations and descriptions of the 
development footprint, and all other associated infrastructures that they have assessed and are 
recommending for authorisation.  

• Provide a detailed description of all limitations to the studies. All specialist studies must be conducted in 
the right season and providing that as a limitation will not be allowed. 

• Please note that the Department considers a ‘no-go’ area, as an area where no development of any 
infrastructure is allowed; therefore, no development of associated infrastructure including access roads is 
allowed in the ‘no-go’ areas.  

• Should the specialist definition of ‘no-go’ area differ from the Department’s definition; this must be clearly 
indicated. The specialist must also indicate the ‘no-go’ area’s buffer if applicable.  

• All specialist studies must be final, and provide detailed/practical mitigation measures for the preferred 
alternative and recommendations, and must not recommend further studies to be completed post EA.  

• Should a specialist recommend specific mitigation measures, these must be clearly indicated.  

• Should the appointed specialists specify contradicting recommendations, the EAP must clearly indicate the 
most reasonable recommendation and substantiate this with defendable reasons; and were necessary, 
include further expertise advice. 

• It has been noted that the conclusions by the Terrestrial Ecological specialist on page 53 with the use of 
the word “may” and the Aquatic specialist on page 30 indicating that “once the layout design has been 
finalised, the EIA phase of the assessment will continue” indicate that at this stage adequate assessment 
has not been undertaken and the area is not suitable for the proposed development. Therefore, ensure 
detailed assessment is undertaken and submitted in the final report. 

• According to information contained on page 91 to 93 of the FSR, the aquatic environment for the study area 
has a High Sensitivity due to presence of Wetlands (as depicted on figure 5-13), Critical Biodiversity Areas 
(CBA) (as depicted on figure 5-15), Freshwater Ecosystem Priority Areas (FEPA) (as depicted on figure 5-
14), therefore, you are required to indicate the impacts on the area by the proposed development as well 
as their mitigation measures.  
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• Page 98 of the FSR indicated that the location of the proposed development is situated in an area with 
Eastern Highveld Grassland, Eastern Temperate Freshwater Wetlands and Chrissiesmeer Panveld, all 
three ecosystems of which are listed in the National List of Ecosystems that are threatened and in need of 
Protection (GNR 1002 of 9 December 2011), and subsequently listed in terms of the National Environmental 
Management: Biodiversity Act, 2004 (Act No. 10 of 2004). In addition, Figure 8 in the Terrestrial assessment 
report shows that the proposed development will occur within PA National Park and Nature Reserves. 
Therefore, you are required to explain why the site is considered suitable for the proposed development 
and specialists’ findings must be considered while addressing this issue. 

 
Cumulative Impact Assessment 
The cumulative impacts of the proposed development must be undertaken as per the requirements of the EIA 
Regulations. 
 
Issues regarding S50 approval in terms of NEM: PAA 

• In terms of the listed activities applied for as well as on Figure 8 on page 29 of the Terrestrial 
assessment report, it has been confirmed that the site falls within the a protected area identified in 
terms of NEMPAA. Hence, in the comments dated 25 March 2022, you were advised to obtain 
approval in terms of S50 of NEM: PAA to be submitted with the FSR, considering that Section 50 (5) 
of NEM: PAA says that “no development, construction or farming may not be permitted in a nature 
reserve without written approval of the management authority”. Therefore, you are advised to obtain 
approval to be submitted with the final report. 

• During the meeting held on 31 March 2022, you indicated that the landowner is not aware that the 
site is located within the Nature Reserves, notwithstanding the concerns raised even by various 
specialists e.g. Visual Impact Specialist on page 61: “One formal protected area (Langcarel Private 
Nature Reserve) was identified within the study area, although there is some doubt as to the present 
status of this nature reserve”. The MTPA also mentioned in their comments dated 25 March 2022, 
that the site is located within the Nature Reserve, therefore, it is your responsibility (as an EAP on 
behalf of the Applicant) to determine whether the site falls within the Nature Reserve or not. You 
were further advised (by DFFE: Protected Area officials) that comments from MTPA would not be 
disregarded, therefore, this matter must be addressed accordingly prior submission of the EIA 
report. 

• You further indicated when describing why listed activities are triggered, that the facility is located 
within a protected area identified in terms of NEMPAA and within 5km of Portion 1 of Farm No. 322 
(Welgelegen), which is declared Private Nature Reserve (Langcarel Private Nature Reserve) under 
the Game Ordinance, 1949 (No. 23 of 1949) and the Native Flora Protection Ordinance, 1940 (No. 9 
of 1940). As such, you are required to provide proof that the site is not located within the Nature 
Reserve or affected by such. 

• Considering that the gazette dated 15 February 1967 (Gazette No 3256) confirmed that the area falls 
within the Nature Reserve, this shows that detailed investigation was not undertaken by the EAP 
on behalf of the Applicant, confirming that the site falls within the Nature Reserve.  

 
Environmental Management Programme (EMPr 

• Ensure that generic EMPr is submitted for the management of impacts of the infrastructure related to the 
transmission and distribution of energy  

• A construction and operational phase EMPr that includes mitigation and monitoring measures must be 
submitted with the final EIAr for the facility.  

 
Additional Information 

• Should there be a similar project in a close proximity, in terms of Appendix 2 (1) (h) (k) of the NEMA EIA 
Regulations 2014, as amended, you are required to provide information on the potential wake effects of the 
proposed development. 
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General 
The applicant is hereby reminded to comply with the requirements of Regulation 45 of GN R982 of  
04 December 2014, as amended, regarding the time allowed for complying with the requirements of the 
Regulations. 
 
You are hereby reminded of Section 24F of the National Environmental Management Act,  
Act No. 107 of 1998, as amended, that no activity may commence prior to an environmental authorisation being 
granted by the Department. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
Ms Millicent Solomons 
Acting Chief Director: Integrated Environmental Authorisations 
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment, 
Signed by: Ms Olivia Letlalo 
Designation: Deputy Director: Priority Infrastructure Projects 
Date: 
 

cc: Mercia Grimbeek  Camden I Solar (RF) Pty Ltd Cell:071 7528033 Email: 
gideon.raath@enertrag.co.za  

Sindisiwe 
Mbuyane 

Mpumalanga Department of Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Land and Environmental Affairs (MDARDLEA) 

Tel: 017 811 3951 Email:  
mbuyanesb@mpg.gov.za 

Hilda Maganya Msukaligwa Local Municipality Tel: 017 809 3505 Email:  
hmaganya@msukaligwa.gov.za  

Tebogo 
Mogakabe 

Gert Sibande District Municipality Tel: 017 801 7140 Email: tebogom@gsibande.gov.za  

 

24/05/2022
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Makhosazane Yeni  

Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the 

Environment 

Environment House,  

473 Steve Biko Road, 

Arcadia, Pretoria, 

0001 

 

Email: MYeni@dffe.gov.za  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact 

ENERTRAG South Africa (Pty) Ltd  
Gideon Raath  

gideon.raath@enertrag.com 

and 

South African Weather Service (SAWS) 

Zamikhaya Magogotya 

Zamikhaya.magogotya@weathersa.co.za 

  Reference  

Impact of the proposed Camden I Solar PV Facility on the South African Weather Service 

RADAR Infrastructure, Ermelo, Mpumalanga Province (DFFE Reference Number: 

14/12/16/3/3/2/2136). 

 

  
  27.07.2022 

 

Dear Makhosazane Yeni,  

 

ENERTRAG South Africa (Pty) Ltd (ESA), via the SPV Camden I Solar (RF) Pty Ltd, have 

engaged the South African Weather Service (SAWS) towards confirmation of any Radio 

Frequency Interference impact of the planned Camden I Solar PV Facility near Ermelo, 

Mpumalanga Province. This facility will have a planned maximum panel height of 10m 

(inclusive of supporting structures) in order to implement conventional Solar PV or 

agrivoltaics (where plant design indicates it is desirable and feasible) of up to 100MW 

capacity. 

 

SAWS hereby confirm that there is no impact to our infrastructure or its operation and 

therefore SAWS has no objection to the planned Solar PV Facility. 

 

 

 

Recommender  

 
______________________  

Zamikhaya Magogotya  

Radar Specialist: Technical Services  

 

 

Final Approver  

 

 

 

______________________  

Bernard Petlane 

Senior Manager: Technical Services  
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Govender, Megan

From: BC Admin <bcadmin@dffe.gov.za>
Sent: Tuesday, 20 September 2022 12:34
To: Strong, Ashlea
Cc: Mqokeli, Babalwa; Govender, Megan; Nadar, Thirushan; Gideon Raath; Portia 

Makitla
Subject: RE: NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE 

ENERGY COMPLEX - Draft Environmental Impact Report Review

Dear Sir/Madam 
 
DFFE Directorate: Biodiversity Conservation hereby acknowledge receipt of the invitation to review and comment on 
the project mentioned on the subject line. Kindly note that the project has been allocated to Mrs Makitla and Ms 
Mudau (Both copied on this email).  
  
Please note: All Public Participation Process documents related to Biodiversity EIA review and any other Biodiversity 
EIA queries will be submitted to the Directorate: Biodiversity Conservation at Email: BCAdmin@environment.gov.za 
for attention of Mr Seoka Lekota 
 
Regards, 
Mashudu 
 

From: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, 07 September 2022 17:14 
To: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com> 
Cc: Mqokeli, Babalwa <Babalwa.Mqokeli@wsp.com>; Govender, Megan <Megan.Govender@wsp.com>; Nadar, 
Thirushan <Thirushan.Nadar@wsp.com>; Gideon Raath <Gideon.Raath@enertrag.com> 
Subject: NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX - Draft 
Environmental Impact Report Review 
 
Dear Stakeholders 
 
NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX, COMPRISING 
VARIOUS ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION PROCESSES, ERMELO, MPUMALANGA 
 
This notification is to inform you that the Draft Environmental Impact Assessment reports for the following projects 
have been made available for public review and comment: 

• Camden I Wind Energy Facility (WEF) including associated infrastructure (Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2137) 
• Camden II WEF including associated infrastructure (Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2135) 
• Camden I Solar Energy Facility (SEF) including associated infrastructure (Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2136) 
• Camden 400kV Powerline, Common Collector and Main Transmission Substation including associated 

infrastructure (Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2134) 
• Camden Green Hydrogen and Ammonia Plant and associated infrastructure (Ref: 1/3/1/16/1 G-242) 

 
WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd (WSP) has been appointed as the EAP by ENERTRAG, to manage the respective BA and 
S&EIR processes.  Parties wishing to formally register as stakeholders in order to offer their comment on the Proposed 
Projects are requested to forward their full contact details to the EAP at the details provided below. Registered 
stakeholders will be forwarded all future correspondence and notified individually of additional opportunities to 
participate in the process.   
 
The Draft Environmental Impact Reports will be made available from WSP on request and/or at the venues below for 
review and comment for 30 days from 07 September 2022 to 10 October 2022.   
 

Govender, Megan (ZAMG04999)
Text Box
Stakeholder details redacted as per POPIA requirements
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Area Venue Street Address Contact No 
Ermelo Gert Sibande District Municipality Cnr Joubert & Oosthuise 

Streets 
017 801 7000 

Ermelo Public Library  Cnr. Tauta St &, Kerk Street 017 801 3500 
Thusiville Public Library Wesselton Ext 2  082 797 5119 
Msukaligwa Local Municipality 
Ermelo Office 

Cnr. Tauta St &, Kerk Street 017 801 3500 

WSP 
Website 

https://www.wsp.com/en-ZA/services/public-documents 

Datafree 
Website 

https://wsp-engage.com/ 

 
The contact details of the EAP are: 
 
Name:                 Babalwa Mqokeli  
Tel:                      031 240 8804  
Fax:                     011 361 1381  
E-mail:                babalwa.mqokeli@wsp.com  
Address:             PO Box 98867, Sloane Park, 2152 
 
Protection of Personal Information: WSP will be processing certain personal information about you as an interested 
and affected party (I&AP) for purposes of enabling your registration as an I&AP and storing of your details on our 
database, if you consent for us to do so. WSP will use these details to contact you about other relevant projects in the 
future. WSP will always process your personal information in accordance with the Protection of Personal Information 
Act 4 of 2013. You are entitled to exercise your rights as a data subject and let us know if you wish to be deregistered 
as an I & AP or if you no longer want your contact details to be included on our database. 
 
We look forward to your participation is this process. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
  

 

Ashlea Strong 
Principal Associate 
 
T +27 11 361-1392 
M +27 82 786-7819  
 

               
 
WSP in Africa 
Building C, Knightsbridge, 33 Sloane Street, , Bryanston 
2191 South Africa 
 
wsp.com 
 
WSP is a proud Level 1 B-BBEE contributor 

Confidential 
This message, including any document or file attached, is intended only for the addressee and may contain privileged and/or confidential information. Any 
other person is strictly prohibited from reading, using, disclosing or copying this message. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender 
and delete the message. Thank you. 
 
WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd, Registered Office: Building C, Knightsbridge, 33 Sloane Street, Bryanston, 2191, South Africa Registered Number: 
1999/008928/07 South Africa 

 
 

 
 
NOTICE: This communication and any attachments ("this message") may contain information which is privileged, confidential, proprietary or otherwise 

Govender, Megan (ZAMG04999)
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Stakeholder details redacted as per POPIA requirements
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subject to restricted disclosure under applicable law. This message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). Any unauthorized use, disclosure, viewing, 
copying, alteration, dissemination or distribution of, or reliance on, this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, or you are 
not an authorized or intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by replying to this message, delete this message and all copies from your e-
mail system and destroy any printed copies.  

 
 
 
-LAEmHhHzdJzBlTWfa4Hgs7pbKl  
'Please consider the environment before you print this email' The processing of personal information by the 
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment is done lawfully and not excessive to the purpose of 
processing in compliance with the POPI Act, any codes of conduct issued by the Information Regulator in terms of 
the POPI Act and / or relevant legislation providing appropriate security safeguards for the processing of personal 
information of others.  



1

Govender, Megan

From: Portia Makitla <PMakitla@dffe.gov.za>
Sent: Thursday, 06 October 2022 12:55
To: Mqokeli, Babalwa; Strong, Ashlea
Cc: Mashudu Mudau
Subject: DEIR COMMENTS  OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN 

RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX, MPUMALANGA PROVINCE
Attachments: DEIR Camden I  II WEF comments.pdf; DEIR Camden 400kV grid comments.pdf; 

DEIR Camden GH comments.pdf; DEIR Camden I SEF comments.pdf

Good day 
 
Attached please find Biodiversity Conservation Directorate comments for your processing. 
 

 
 
Ms. Mashienyane Portia Makitla  
CBO: Biodiversity Mainstreaming & EIA 
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment 
Environment House 
473 Steve Biko and Soutpansberg Streets 
PRETORIA 
Tel: (012) 399 9411 
Cell: 066 481 0037 
E-mail: pmakitla@dffe.gov.za 
Call Centre: 086 111 2468 
 

 
 
 
 

From: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, 07 September 2022 17:14 
To: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com> 
Cc: Mqokeli, Babalwa <Babalwa.Mqokeli@wsp.com>; Govender, Megan <Megan.Govender@wsp.com>; Nadar, 
Thirushan <Thirushan.Nadar@wsp.com>; Gideon Raath <Gideon.Raath@enertrag.com> 
Subject: NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX - Draft 
Environmental Impact Report Review 
 
Dear Stakeholders 
 
NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX, COMPRISING 
VARIOUS ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION PROCESSES, ERMELO, MPUMALANGA 
 

Govender, Megan (ZAMG04999)
Text Box
Stakeholder details redacted as per POPIA requirements
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This notification is to inform you that the Draft Environmental Impact Assessment reports for the following projects 
have been made available for public review and comment: 

• Camden I Wind Energy Facility (WEF) including associated infrastructure (Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2137) 
• Camden II WEF including associated infrastructure (Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2135) 
• Camden I Solar Energy Facility (SEF) including associated infrastructure (Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2136) 
• Camden 400kV Powerline, Common Collector and Main Transmission Substation including associated 

infrastructure (Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2134) 
• Camden Green Hydrogen and Ammonia Plant and associated infrastructure (Ref: 1/3/1/16/1 G-242) 

 
WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd (WSP) has been appointed as the EAP by ENERTRAG, to manage the respective BA and 
S&EIR processes.  Parties wishing to formally register as stakeholders in order to offer their comment on the Proposed 
Projects are requested to forward their full contact details to the EAP at the details provided below. Registered 
stakeholders will be forwarded all future correspondence and notified individually of additional opportunities to 
participate in the process.   
 
The Draft Environmental Impact Reports will be made available from WSP on request and/or at the venues below for 
review and comment for 30 days from 07 September 2022 to 10 October 2022.   
 

Area Venue Street Address Contact No 
Ermelo Gert Sibande District Municipality Cnr Joubert & Oosthuise 

Streets 
017 801 7000 

Ermelo Public Library  Cnr. Tauta St &, Kerk Street 017 801 3500 
Thusiville Public Library Wesselton Ext 2  082 797 5119 
Msukaligwa Local Municipality 
Ermelo Office 

Cnr. Tauta St &, Kerk Street 017 801 3500 

WSP 
Website 

https://www.wsp.com/en-ZA/services/public-documents 

Datafree 
Website 

https://wsp-engage.com/ 

 
The contact details of the EAP are: 
 
Name:                 Babalwa Mqokeli  
Tel:                      031 240 8804  
Fax:                     011 361 1381  
E-mail:                babalwa.mqokeli@wsp.com  
Address:             PO Box 98867, Sloane Park, 2152 
 
Protection of Personal Information: WSP will be processing certain personal information about you as an interested 
and affected party (I&AP) for purposes of enabling your registration as an I&AP and storing of your details on our 
database, if you consent for us to do so. WSP will use these details to contact you about other relevant projects in the 
future. WSP will always process your personal information in accordance with the Protection of Personal Information 
Act 4 of 2013. You are entitled to exercise your rights as a data subject and let us know if you wish to be deregistered 
as an I & AP or if you no longer want your contact details to be included on our database. 
 
We look forward to your participation is this process. 
 
Kind regards 
 
 

  
 
  

 

Ashlea Strong 
Principal Associate 
 
T +27 11 361-1392 
M +27 82 786-7819  
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WSP in Africa 
Building C, Knightsbridge, 33 Sloane Street, , Bryanston 
2191 South Africa 
 
wsp.com 
 
WSP is a proud Level 1 B-BBEE contributor 

Confidential 
This message, including any document or file attached, is intended only for the addressee and may contain privileged and/or confidential information. Any 
other person is strictly prohibited from reading, using, disclosing or copying this message. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender 
and delete the message. Thank you. 
 
WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd, Registered Office: Building C, Knightsbridge, 33 Sloane Street, Bryanston, 2191, South Africa Registered Number: 
1999/008928/07 South Africa 

 
 

 
 
NOTICE: This communication and any attachments ("this message") may contain information which is privileged, confidential, proprietary or otherwise 
subject to restricted disclosure under applicable law. This message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). Any unauthorized use, disclosure, viewing, 
copying, alteration, dissemination or distribution of, or reliance on, this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, or you are 
not an authorized or intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by replying to this message, delete this message and all copies from your e-
mail system and destroy any printed copies.  

 
 
 
-LAEmHhHzdJzBlTWfa4Hgs7pbKl  
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Govender, Megan

From: Strong, Ashlea
Sent: Wednesday, 19 October 2022 16:21
To: Govender, Megan
Subject: FW: Approved comments for 14/12/16/3/3/2/2136
Attachments: 02 Comments on Draft EIAr 2136.pdf

From: Olivia Letlalo <OLetlalo@dffe.gov.za>  
Sent: Thursday, 06 October 2022 13:32 
To: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com> 
Cc: Mahlatse Shubane <MSHUBANE@dffe.gov.za>; Makhosi Yeni <MYeni@dffe.gov.za> 
Subject: Approved comments for 14/12/16/3/3/2/2136 
 
Dear Ashlea, 
 
Kindly find attached approved comments for the application with the abovementioned reference number. 
 
Please do not be surprised, should you receive another email with the same comments from Lydia, there is error that 
need to be fixed, hence sending the comments to prevent the delay or comments been send after due date. 
 
Regards 
Olivia 
 

Govender, Megan (ZAMG04999)
Text Box
Stakeholder details redacted as per POPIA requirements
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Private Bag X 447∙ PRETORIA  0001∙ Environment House  473 Steve Biko Road, Arcadia,∙ PRETORIA 

 
DFFE Reference: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2136 

Enquiries: Ms Makhosazane Yeni 
Telephone: (012) 399 9400 E-mail: MYeni@dffe.gov.za 

 
Ms Ashlea Strong 
WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd  
WSP House Building C Knightsbridge 
33 Sloane Street 
BRYANSTON 
2191 
 
Tel Number:  011 361 1392 
Email Address: Ashlea.strong@wsp.com 
 
PER MAIL / E-MAIL 
 
Dear Ms Strong 

 
COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR THE PROPOSED 
CAMDEN I SOLAR ENERGY FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE ON PORTION 1 OF 
WELGELEGEN FARM NO. 322, NEAR ERMELO WITHIN MSUKALIGWA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY IN GERT 
SIBANDE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY IN MPUMALANGA PROVINCE 
 
The application for Environmental Authorisation (EA) and draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAr) 
received by the Competent Authority (CA) on 06 September 2022, refer. 
 
This letter serves to inform you that the following information must be included in the final EIAr: 
 
Project Description 

• You are requested to provide in the table format all the technical details for the proposed facility specifying 
the description and/or dimensions of each. This must be included in the final EIAr. 

• It has been noted that the project area is approximately 695 hectares (ha), however, the proposed 
development footprint will be approximately 280ha. Therefore, clarify the reason why the development 
footprint will be ≈280 and whether the remaining area is sensitive or will be considered for development in 
future. 

 
Listed Activities 

• Please ensure that all relevant listed activities are applied for, are specific and can be linked to the 
development activity or infrastructure as described in the project description. Only activities applicable to the 
development must be applied for and assessed. 

• If the activities applied for in the application form differ from those mentioned in the final EIAr, an amended 
application form must be submitted. Please note that the Department’s application form template has been 
amended and can be downloaded from the following linkhttps://www.environment.gov.za/documents/forms. 

  

mailto:Ashlea.strong@wsp.com
https://www.environment.gov.za/documents/forms
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Comments on the draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report for proposed Camden I Solar Energy Facility and associated infrastructure on 
Portion 1 of Welgelegen Farm No. 322, near Ermelo within Msukaligwa Local Municipality in Gert Sibande District Municipality in Mpumalanga 
Province 

 
Specialist Assessments 

• It is acknowledged that specialists undertaken for the proposed development considered the Procedures for 
the Assessment and Minimum Criteria for Reporting on identified Environmental Themes in terms of Sections 
24(5)(a) and (h) and 44 of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998, when applying for 
Environmental Authorisation, which were promulgated in Government Notice No. 320 of 20 March 2020 (i.e. 
“the Protocols”), and in Government Notice No. 1150 of 30 October 2020 (i.e. protocols for terrestrial plant 
and animal species), have come into effect. Please note that specialist assessments must be conducted in 
accordance with these protocols unless proof is provided to demonstrate that the specialist assessments 
were commissioned prior to 50 days after the promulgation of GN 320 and after promulgation of GN1150 (30 
October 2020). 

 
Cumulative Assessment 

• Should there be any other similar projects within a 30km radius of the proposed development site, the 
cumulative impact assessment for all identified and assessed impacts must be refined to indicate the 
following: 
➢ Identified cumulative impacts must be clearly defined, and where possible the size of the identified 

impact must be quantified and indicated, i.e., hectares of cumulatively transformed land.  
➢ Detailed process flow and proof must be provided, to indicate how the specialist’s recommendations, 

mitigation measures and conclusions from the various similar developments in the area were taken into 
consideration in the assessment of cumulative impacts and when the conclusion and mitigation 
measures were drafted for this project. 

➢ The cumulative impacts significance rating must also inform the need and desirability of the proposed 
development. 

➢ A cumulative impact environmental statement on whether the proposed development must proceed. 

• It has been noted that the closest known project and approved renewable energy project of a solar PV plant 
is located approximately 47km southwest of the proposed Camden I SEF. However, you are advised to 
consider similar development that may be in the 30km radius and consider them during the assessment of 
cumulative impact. 

 
Layout & Sensitivity Maps 

• A copy of the layout and environmental sensitivity map must be submitted with the final EIAr and all available 
biodiversity information must be used in the finalisation of these maps.  

• The layout map must indicate the following: 
➢ Positions of the facility and all associated infrastructure related to the proposed development e.g., roads 

(existing and proposed) 
➢ Permanent laydown area footprint, 
➢ Substation(s) and/or transformer(s) sites including their entire footprint, 

• The environmental sensitivity map must indicate the following: 
➢ The location of sensitive environmental features on site e.g., CBAs, heritage sites, wetlands, drainage 

lines etc. that will be affected; 
➢ Buffer areas, i.e., 1km of the Protected Area, etc, and 
➢ All “no-go” areas. 

• The above layout map must have a clear legend with information communicating with that on the map, 
be overlain with the sensitivity map which shows neighbouring energy developments and existing grid 
infrastructure. 

• Figure 10-3 on page 334 of the draft EIAr, depicts the delineated waterbodies inclusive of the respective 
buffer distances. Therefore, you are required to ensure that these delineated waterbodies and its buffer 
zone are highlighted as delineated (no-go areas) in the overlain sensitivity map. 
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• It has been noted that the design of the site for the proposed development differs i.e., figure 10.7, figure 10.10 
and figure 10.17. Therefore, you are advised to ensure that the design of site for the proposed development 
are the same in the final EIAr and specialist studies. 

• In addition, the information included in the combined sensitivity map of the study area, as depicted in figure 
10.17 on page 349 of the draft EIAr and attached as appendix E of the draft EIAr must be considered and 
included in the final layout map. Please ensure that the layout map to be submitted with the final EIAr 
incorporates the buffer zones of the sensitive areas as recommended by various specialists. 

 
Environmental Management Programme 

• The EMPr must also include the following: 

➢ All recommendations and mitigation measures recorded in the final EIAr and the specialist studies 
conducted. 

➢ An environmental sensitivity map indicating environmental sensitive areas and features identified during 
the assessment process. 

➢ Measures to protect hydrological features such as streams, rivers, pans, wetlands, dams and their 
catchments, and other environmental sensitive areas from construction impacts including the direct or 
indirect spillage of pollutants. 

➢ In addition to the above, the EMPr must comply with Appendix 4 of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as 
amended for the solar facility. 

➢ Ensure that generic EMPr for the 33/132kV substation is compiled and submitted as the proposed 
development triggers activity 11 of Listing Notice 1 of NEMA EIA Regulations 2014 as amended. 

 
Public Participation Process 

• The CA acknowledge that the proponent engaged with the Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency 
(MTPA) and the letter dated 20 June 2022 indicating the intention to withdraw the Langcarel Private 
Nature Reserve has been included in the draft EIAr, however, you are advised that the letter indicating 
that the aforesaid Nature Reserve has been withdrawn must be submitted with the final EIAr as 
indicated in the comments and response report, page 90 of the draft EIAr. 

• Please ensure that comments from all relevant stakeholders are submitted to the CA with the final 
Environmental Impact Assessment Report. This includes but not limited to the Department of Forestry, 
Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE): Biodiversity Planning and Conservation at 
BCAdmin@dffe.gov.za and Protected Area Section; Department of Human Settlements, Water And 
Sanitation; Department of Mineral Resources and Energy; Mpumalanga Department of Agriculture, Rural 
development, Land and Environmental Affairs (DARDLEA); Land Claims Commission; South African 
Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA); Mpumalanga Public Works, Roads & Transport; Mpumalanga 
Tourism and Parks Agency (MTPA); South African Civil Aviation Authority (SACAA; National Energy 
Regulator of South Africa (NERSA); Gert Sibande District Municipality, Msukaligwa Local Municipality and 
Dr Pixley Ka Isaka Seme Local Municipality. 

• Furthermore, ensure that all issues raised, and comments received during the circulation of the Draft 
Environmental Impact Assessment Report from registered I&APs and organs of state which have jurisdiction 
in respect of the proposed activity are adequately addressed in the final Environmental Impact Assessment 
Report. 

• Proof of correspondence with the various stakeholders must be included in the Final Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report. This must indicate that this draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report has been 
subjected to 30 days public participation process, stating the start and end date of the PPP. Should you be 
unable to obtain comments, proof should be submitted to the Department of the attempts that were made to 
obtain comments.  

• The Public Participation Process must be conducted in terms of Regulations 39, 40, 41, 42, 43 & 44 of the 
NEMA EIA Regulations 2014, as amended. 

 

mailto:BCAdmin@dffe.gov.za
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Specific Comments 

• It has been noted on page 336 of the draft EIAr, “Figure 10.5: Habitat sensitivity of the study area, 
including consideration of CBAs”, that both substation alternatives are within the high sensitivity areas. 
You are required to clarify why these sensitive areas are deemed best suitable for the proposed 
infrastructure. 

• The combined sensitivity map of the study area, as depicted in figure 10.17 (page 349) and attached as 
appendix E of the draft EIAr shows that the project infrastructure falls within high sensitivity in terms of bats, 
grassland avifaunal, as well as within Protected Area National Parks & Nature Reserves. You are required 
to clarify why these sensitive areas are deemed best suitable for the proposed infrastructure. 

 
General 
 
Please also ensure that the final EIAr includes the period for which the Environmental Authorisation is required 
and the date on which the activity will be concluded as per Appendix 3 of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014, as 
amended. 
 
You are further reminded to comply with Regulation 23(1)(a) of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, 
which states that: “The applicant must within 106 days of the acceptance of the scoping report submit to the 
competent authority - 
(a) an environmental impact assessment report inclusive of any specialist reports, an EMPr, a closure plan in 
the case of a closure activity and where the application is a mining application, the plans, report and calculations 
contemplated in the Financial Provisioning Regulations, which must have been subjected to a public participation 
process of at least 30 days and which reflects the incorporation of comments received, including any comments 
of the competent authority.” 
 
Should there be significant changes or new information that has been added to the EIAr or EMPr which changes 
or information was not contained in the reports or plans consulted on during the initial public participation 
process, you are required to comply with Regulation 23(1)(b) of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, 
which states: “The applicant must within 106 days of the acceptance of the scoping report submit to the 
competent authority – (b) a notification in writing that the documents contemplated in sub-regulation 1(a) will be 
submitted within 156 days of acceptance of the scoping report by the competent authority or where regulation 
21(2) applies, within 156 days of receipt of the application by the competent authority, as significant changes 
have been made or significant new information has been added to the documents, which changes or information 
was not contained in the original documents consulted on during the initial public participation process 
contemplated in sub-regulation (1)(a), and that the revised documents contemplated in sub-regulation 1(a) will 
be subjected to another public participation process of at least 30 days”. 
 
Should you fail to meet any of the timeframes stipulated in Regulation 23 of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014, 
as amended, your application will lapse.  
  

file:///C:/Users/messop.ENVIRONMENT/Documents/Muhammad/Admin/EIA%20Regulations/2014%20EIA%20Regulations%202021%20amendments/107_1998_national_environmental_management_23.htm%23reg21
file:///C:/Users/messop.ENVIRONMENT/Documents/Muhammad/Admin/EIA%20Regulations/2014%20EIA%20Regulations%202021%20amendments/107_1998_national_environmental_management_23.htm%23reg21
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You are hereby reminded of Section 24F of the National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998, 
as amended, that no activity may commence prior to an Environmental Authorisation being granted by the 
Department. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Mr Vusi Skosana 
Acting Chief Director:  Integrated Environmental Authorisations 
Department of Forestry, Fisheries, and the Environment 
Signed by: Ms Olivia Letlalo 
Designation: Deputy Director: Priority Infrastructure Projects  
Date: 
 

cc: Mercia Grimbeek  Camden I Solar (RF) Pty Ltd 
 

Cell:071 7528033 Email: 
gideon.raath@enertrag.co.za  

Sindisiwe 
Mbuyane 

Mpumalanga Department of Agriculture, Rural Development, 
Land and Environmental Affairs (MDARDLEA) 

Tel: 017 811 3951 Email:  
mbuyanesb@mpg.gov.za 

Hilda Maganya Msukaligwa Local Municipality Tel: 017 809 3505 Email: 
hmaganya@msukaligwa.gov.za  

Tebogo 
Mogakabe 

Gert Sibande District Municipality Tel: 017 801 7140 Email: tebogom@gsibande.gov.za  
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Govender, Megan

From: Rofhiwa Magodi <RMagodi@dffe.gov.za>
Sent: Monday, 10 October 2022 22:08
To: Strong, Ashlea
Cc: Lindokuhle Vilakati; Thivhulawi Nethononda; Govender, Megan; 

Gideon.Raath@enertrag.com; Mqokeli, Babalwa; Nadar, Thirushan
Subject: RE: NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE 

ENERGY COMPLEX - Draft Environmental Impact Report Review

Dear Ashlea  
 
The Directorate: Protected Areas Planning and Management Effectiveness, would like to thank you for the 
opportunity to review the above-mentioned report and supporting documents. The comments and advice we 
provided during the pre-application meeting held on the 31st of March 2022 with the directorate of Integrated 
Environmental Authorisation (IEA) still stand.  
 
We indicated that the proposed project is within the Langcarel Private Nature Reserve, subsequently, approval in 
terms of the National Environmental Management: Protected Areas Act (NEMPAA), Act No. 57 of 2003, Section 50 
(5) must be obtained from the management authority of the Langcarel Private Nature Reserve before 
commencement with any of the proposed activities.  
 
Kind regards,  
Magodi Rofhiwa  
 

 
Protected Areas Planning and Management Effectiveness  
Private Bag X447, Pretoria, 0001 
Environment House, Steve Biko Street, Arcadia, 0002 
Tel. 012 399 8801 E-mail: rmagodi@environment.gov.za   
Website: www.environment.gov.za   
 
 
 

From: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, September 7, 2022 5:15:32 PM 
To: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com> 
Cc: Mqokeli, Babalwa <Babalwa.Mqokeli@wsp.com>; Govender, Megan <Megan.Govender@wsp.com>; Nadar, 
Thirushan <Thirushan.Nadar@wsp.com>; Gideon Raath <Gideon.Raath@enertrag.com> 
Subject: NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX - Draft 
Environmental Impact Report Review  
  
Dear Commenting Authority 
  
NOTICE OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF THE CAMDEN RENEWABLE ENERGY COMPLEX, COMPRISING 
VARIOUS ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION PROCESSES, ERMELO, MPUMALANGA 
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This notification is to inform you that the Draft Environmental Impact Assessment reports for the following projects 
have been made available for your review and comment: 

•                     Camden I Wind Energy Facility (WEF) including associated infrastructure (Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2137) 
•                     Camden II WEF including associated infrastructure (Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2135) 
•                     Camden I Solar Energy Facility (SEF) including associated infrastructure (Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2136) 
•                     Camden 400kV Powerline, Common Collector and Main Transmission Substation including associated 

infrastructure (Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/2134) 
•                     Camden Green Hydrogen and Ammonia Plant and associated infrastructure (Ref: 1/3/1/16/1 G-242) 

  
WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd (WSP) has been appointed as the EAP by ENERTRAG, to manage the respective BA and 
S&EIR processes.  Parties wishing to formally register as stakeholders in order to offer their comment on the Proposed 
Projects are requested to forward their full contact details to the EAP at the details provided below. Registered 
stakeholders will be forwarded all future correspondence and notified individually of additional opportunities to 
participate in the process.   
  
The Draft Environmental Impact Reports have been made available for 30 days from 07 September 2022 to 10 October 
2022 - on the WSP website and via a One Drive Link for download.     

 One Drive (  Camden Public Review) 
 WSP website (https://www.wsp.com/en-ZA/services/public-documents)  

  
The contact details of the EAP are: 
  
Name:                 Babalwa Mqokeli  
Tel:                      031 240 8804  
Fax:                     011 361 1381  
E-mail:                babalwa.mqokeli@wsp.com  
Address:             PO Box 98867, Sloane Park, 2152 
  
Protection of Personal Information: WSP will be processing certain personal information about you as an interested 
and affected party (I&AP) for purposes of enabling your registration as an I&AP and storing of your details on our 
database, if you consent for us to do so. WSP will use these details to contact you about other relevant projects in the 
future. WSP will always process your personal information in accordance with the Protection of Personal Information 
Act 4 of 2013. You are entitled to exercise your rights as a data subject and let us know if you wish to be deregistered 
as an I & AP or if you no longer want your contact details to be included on our database. 
  
We look forward to your participation is this process. 
  
Kind regards 
  
  

  
 
 
 
   

Ashlea Strong 
Principal Associate 
 
T +27 11 361-1392 
M +27 82 786-7819  
 

               
 
WSP in Africa 
Building C, Knightsbridge, 33 Sloane Street, , Bryanston 
2191 South Africa 
 
wsp.com 
 
WSP is a proud Level 1 B-BBEE contributor 

Confidential 
This message, including any document or file attached, is intended only for the addressee and may contain privileged and/or confidential information. Any 
other person is strictly prohibited from reading, using, disclosing or copying this message. If you have received this message in error, please notify the sender 
and delete the message. Thank you. 
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WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd, Registered Office: Building C, Knightsbridge, 33 Sloane Street, Bryanston, 2191, South Africa Registered Number: 
1999/008928/07 South Africa 
  
 

 
 
NOTICE: This communication and any attachments ("this message") may contain information which is privileged, confidential, proprietary or otherwise 
subject to restricted disclosure under applicable law. This message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). Any unauthorized use, disclosure, viewing, 
copying, alteration, dissemination or distribution of, or reliance on, this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, or you are 
not an authorized or intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by replying to this message, delete this message and all copies from your e-
mail system and destroy any printed copies.  

 
 
 
-LAEmHhHzdJzBlTWfa4Hgs7pbKl  
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Govender, Megan

From: Whitney Tshimbana <whitneyt832@gmail.com>
Sent: Friday, 07 October 2022 08:53
To: Govender, Megan; Strong, Ashlea
Cc: oqfakude@mpg.gov.za
Subject: Comments of Camden I Solar Energy Facility
Attachments: Solar Energy facility comments.pdf

Good morning, 
 
Please find attached for your attention. 
 
Kind regards, 
Whitney Tshimbana 
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Govender, Megan

From: Strong, Ashlea
Sent: Friday, 14 October 2022 09:48
To: Govender, Megan; Mqokeli, Babalwa; Nadar, Thirushan
Subject: FW: MTPA's comments on the draft EIA report for the various Camden l projects
Attachments: LUA 22.2960.3168 Dft.EIAr_Camden.Solar.Facility_Enertrag_Ermelo_WSP.pdf; LUA 

22.2957-3169 
Dft.EIA.EMPR_Camden.Renewable.Energy.400KV_GridConnection.SStation_Enertrag_
Ermelo_WSP.pdf

 
 

   
Ashlea Strong 
Principal Associate 
 
T +27 11 361-1392 
M +27 82 786-7819  

 

From: Phumla Nkosi <Phumla.Nkosi@mtpa.co.za>  
Sent: Thursday, 13 October 2022 15:28 
To: Strong, Ashlea <Ashlea.Strong@wsp.com> 
Cc: Frans Krige <Frans.Krige@mtpa.co.za>; Khumbelo Malele <Khumbelo.Malele@mtpa.co.za>; Johan Eksteen 
<Johan.Eksteen@mtpa.co.za>; Komilla Knarasoo <Komilla.Knarasoo@mtpa.co.za>; Tebogo T. Sibande 
<Tebogo.Sibande@mtpa.co.za>; Lorraine Oosthuizen <Lorraine.Oosthuizen@mtpa.co.za> 
Subject: MTPA's comments on the draft EIA report for the various Camden l projects 
 

 

 

 
Good Afternoon Ms. Strong 
  
Attached, please find MTPA's comments on the draft EIA report for the various Camden l projects. 
  
Kind Regards 
Phumla Nkosi 
 
Disclaimer: 
All views or opinions expressed in this electronic message and its attachments are the views of the sender and 
do not necessarily reflect the views and opinions of the Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency. No employee 
of Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency is entitled to conclude a binding contract on behalf of the 
Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency unless he/ she is an Accounting Officer of the Mpumalanga Tourism 
and Parks Agency, or his or her authorized representative. The information contained in this message and its 
attachments may be confidential or privileged and is for the use of the named recipient only, except where 
the sender specifically states otherwise. If you are not the intended recipient you may not copy or deliver this 
message to anyone.  
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