
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix C1: 

I&AP Database 



COMPANY / ORGANISATION / DEPARTMENT NAME SURNAME POSITION

Andreas Muller Landowner

Enib Babuseng

Francois Roux

Hilletje Jordaan Landowner

Sameul Mlahlwa

Wonders Mothibi Head of Department

4 Stone Buildings (Pty) Ltd Hermann Boeddinghaus

ACED James Cumming

African Clean Energy Development (ACED) Stephnie Kot Project Manager

Agri Northern Cape Abra Van Wyk Chairman: Sutherland Farmers Union

Agri Northern Cape Nicol Jansen President

Air Traffic and Navigation Services (ATNS) Simphiwe Masilela Obstacle Evaluator

BirdLife South Africa Samantha Ralston Paton Manager

Breede-Gouritz Catchment Management Agency Abrahams Director

Breede-Gouritz Catchment Management Agency Curtis Director

Breede-Gouritz Catchment Management Agency Mnisi Chief Executive Officer

Breede-Gouritz Catchment Management Agency Elkerine Rossouw Senior Manager - Water Resources

Breede-Gouritz Catchment Management Agency M Mthimkhulu Case Officer (Power Line & Substation

Application)

Cell C Brian Joubert

Cell C Harish Kasseepursad

Cell C Marius Claasen

Cell C Marius Otto Manager

Cell C Roger Everett

Department of Energy Pheladi Masipa Acting Project Manager: Renewable

Energy Initiatives

Department of Environment, Forestry and

Fisheries

Seoka Lekota Deputy Director

Department of Mineral Resources and Energy Mthetheleli Maphinda Regional Energy Director

Department of Rural Development and Land

Reform

Nozizwe Makgalemele Deputy Director General: Spatial Land

Use and Management

Department of Rural Development and Land

Reform

Ryan Oliver Senior Registry Clerk

Department of Science and Technology Mere Kgampe Director: Astronomy Management

Authority (AMA)

Department of Water and Sanitation Alexia Hlengani Water Quality Manager

Department of Water and Sanitation John Roberts Deputy Director: Breede-Gouritz CMA

Department of Water and Sanitation Kobus Streuders Acting: Provincial Head

Department of Water and Sanitation Lindiwe Franks Official of the Provincial Head: Northern

Cape Region

Department of Water and Sanitation Shaun Cloete

Dirk van Zyl Trust Erasmus Van Zyl Landowner

Eldri van Zyl Trust Eldri & Judith van Zyl Landowner

ENEL Green Power Ajodhapersadh Ravisha Bussiness Developer Energy & Industry
ENEL Green Power Ravisha Shantikumar

Eskom Holdings SOC Ltd

Nondwe Khanye Environmental Officer

Gielie Hanekom Familietrust Gielie Hanekom Landowner

Karoo Hoogland Local Municipality Allistar Gibbons Regional Manager

Karoo Hoogland Local Municipality Jeremia Davids Ward Councillor: Ward 4

Karoo Hoogland Local Municipality JJ Fortuin Municipal Manager

Karoo Hoogland Local Municipality Johan Van Der Colff Ward Councillor: Ward 3

Karusa Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd Nthabiseng Mosehle

Health, Environmental, Safety & Quality

(HSEQ)

Karusa Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd Shaun Taylor Environmental Officer

Komsberg Wilderness Nature Reserve Ian Scott (Wildlife For All Trust)

Namakwa District Municipality Chris Fortuin Municipal Manager

Namakwa District Municipality Hertzog Theron Environmental Health Officer

Namakwa District Municipality Immanuel Smith Head of Department

Ngwao-Boswa Ya Kapa Bokone (N Cape Prov

Heritage Resource Authority)

Timothy Ratha Heritage Officer

Northern Cape DENC Peter Cloete Research Development Officer

Northern Cape Department of Environment &

Nature Conservation

Elsabe Swart

Northern Cape Department of Roads & Public

Works

Jaco Roelofse Director: Roads

Northern Cape Dept of Agriculture, Env Affairs,

Rural Dev & Land Reform
Dineo Moleko Assistant Director Impact Management
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COMPANY / ORGANISATION / DEPARTMENT NAME SURNAME POSITION

Northern Cape Dept of Agriculture, Env Affairs,

Rural Dev & Land Reform
Samantha De la Fontaine

Production Scientist Grade A: District

Ecologist

Northern Cape Economic Development Agency Babalwa Mbobo Deputy Director: Renewable Energy

Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd Gideon Raath Environmental Assessment Practitioner

Sentech Ltd Serame Motlhake Manager

Soetwater Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd Nthabiseng Mosehle Health, Environmental, Safety & Quality

(HSEQ)

Soetwater Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd Shaun Taylor Environmental Officer

South African Astronomical Observatory Patricia Whitelock Director

South African Astronomical Observatory Petri Vaisanen Astronomer

South African Astronomical Observatory Ramotholo Sefako Director

South African Astronomical Observatory Ted Williams Director

South African Civil Aviation Authority Lizell Stroh Obstacle Specialist

South African Heritage Resources Agency Natasha Higgitt Heritage Officer

South African National Defense Force Kebasenosi Zondi Leutenant Colonel

South African National Roads Agency Limited Nicole Abrahams Environmental Coordinator: Western

Region

Southern African Large Telescope Ockert Strydom Mechanical Engineer

Standvastigheid Familie Trust Francois Conradie Landowner

Sutherland Farmers' Union Braam Vlok Landowner

Sutherland Farmers Association Abra Van Wyk Landowner

Telkom SA SOC Ltd Leonard Shaw

WKN Windcurrent SA (Pty) Ltd Zakiya Abrahams Development Intern

Wolwekop Trust Ockert Conradie Landowner
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COMPANY / ORGANISATION / DEPARTMENT NAME SURNAME POSITION TELEPHONE FAX MOBILE E-MAIL ADDRESS I&AP SECTOR I&AP TYPE

Andreas Muller Landowner PO Box 57 Sutherland 6920 063 119 0708 gunsfontein@roggeveld.co.za Agriculture & Farming Impacted Landowner Gunstfontein 131 RE, 1 Boschmans Hoek 177 Wolven Hoek 182 RE

Enib Babuseng (053) 830-0800 Organs of State

Francois Roux (021) 794-6525 (021) 794-3135 (076) 435-4241 francois@sarge.co.za Organs of State

Hilletje Jordaan Landowner

1 Die Straat

PlaasRawsonville Rawsonville Worcester 6845 023 349 1119 082 868 0022 deplaat@roggeveld.co.za Agriculture Leeuwe Hoek 183 RE Orangie Fontein 203 1 Annext Orange Fontein 185 RE

Sameul Mlahlwa (053) 621-0067 (053) 621-0457 (082) 560-8779 smlahlwa@ncpg.gov.za Organs of State

Wonders Mothibi Head of Department (053) 838-9102 (053) 831-3635 cfortune@agri.ncape.gov.za

4 Stone Buildings (Pty) Ltd Hermann Boeddinghaus

29 Canterbury

DriveBishopscourt Bishopscourt 7708 021 761 2095 hb@4stonebuildings.com Renewable Energy Developer Registered I&AP

ACED James Cumming 021 670 1401 082 900 0550 james.cumming@aced.co.za

African Clean Energy Development (ACED) Stephnie Kot Project Manager 021 670 1423 083 318 3982 stephnie.kot@aced.co.za

Agri Northern Cape Abra Van Wyk Chairman: Sutherland Farmers Union 023 004 0484 082 448 3364 aabra@roggeveld.co.za

Agri Northern Cape Nicol Jansen President (053) 832-9595 (053) 832-7126 henning@agrink.co.za Agriculture & Farming

Air Traffic and Navigation Services (ATNS) Simphiwe Masilela Obstacle Evaluator 011-607-1228 011-607-1466 ObstacleEvaluator@atns.co.za Organs of State

BirdLife South Africa Samantha Ralston Paton Manager 0117891122 0836733948 energy@birdlife.org.za State Owned, State owned Enterprise

Breede-Gouritz Catchment Management Agency Abrahams Director 233468000 info@bgcma.co.za Organs of State Government Body

Breede-Gouritz Catchment Management Agency Curtis Director 233468000 info@bgcma.co.za Organs of State Government Body

Breede-Gouritz Catchment Management Agency Mnisi Chief Executive Officer 233468000 info@bgcma.co.za Organs of State Government Body

Breede-Gouritz Catchment Management Agency Elkerine Rossouw Senior Manager - Water Resources 023-346-8000 erossouw@bgcma.co.za Government Body Provincial Government

Breede-Gouritz Catchment Management Agency M Mthimkhulu Case Officer (Power Line & Substation

Application)

233468000 mmthimkhulu@bgcma.co.za Organs of State Government Body

Cell C Brian Joubert BJoubert@cellc.co.za

Cell C Harish Kasseepursad hkasseepursad@cellc.co.za

Cell C Marius Claasen MClaassen@cellc.co.za Business Key Stakeholder

Cell C Marius Otto Manager 082 990 0453 marius.otto@cellc.co.za Business, Organs of State Key Stakeholder

Cell C Roger Everett 082 990 0453 MOtto@cellc.co.za Business Key Stakeholder

Department of Energy Pheladi Masipa Acting Project Manager: Renewable

Energy Initiatives

192 Visagie Street

Corner Paul Kruger

& Visagie Street

Pretoria 2 012-406-7650 012-323-5819 0123235819 Pheladi.Masipa@energy.gov.za Organs of State National Government

Department of Environment, Forestry and

Fisheries

Seoka Lekota Deputy Director 012 399 9573 slekota@environment.gov.za

Department of Mineral Resources and Energy Mthetheleli Maphinda Regional Energy Director mthetheleli.maphinda@energy.gov.za Organs of State National Government

Department of Rural Development and Land

Reform

Nozizwe Makgalemele Deputy Director General: Spatial Land

Use and Management

Old Building184

Jacob Mare Street

Pretoria 0001 012-312-8006/9834 012-312-9851 Nozizwe.Makgalemele@drdlr.gov.za Organs of State National Government

Department of Rural Development and Land

Reform

Ryan Oliver Senior Registry Clerk Kimberly 0538075700 0538316501 Organs of State National Government

Department of Science and Technology Mere Kgampe Director: Astronomy Management

Authority (AMA)

Private Bag X894 Pretoria 0001 0128436644 0866853537 0764884776 mere.kgampe@dst.gov.za Organs of State National Government

Department of Water and Sanitation Alexia Hlengani Water Quality Manager (053) 830-8800 (053) 831-4534 (082) 819-4687 HlenganiA@dws.gov.za Organs of State National Government,

Provincial Government

Department of Water and Sanitation John Roberts Deputy Director: Breede-Gouritz CMA 219416179 866267616 robertsj@dws.gov.za Organs of State National Government

Department of Water and Sanitation Kobus Streuders Acting: Provincial Head (084) 499-3734 FranksL@dws.gov.za Organs of State Provincial Government

Department of Water and Sanitation Lindiwe Franks Official of the Provincial Head: Northern

Cape Region

(053) 830-8804 (053) 836-7692 (084) 499-3734 FranksL@dws.gov.za

Department of Water and Sanitation Shaun Cloete Louisvale Road Upington 8800 (054) 338-5800 (054) 334-0205 (083) 633-3642 cloetes@dws.gov.za Organs of State National Government
Dirk van Zyl Trust Erasmus Van Zyl Landowner 023 004 0070 (082) 494-0378 dehoop@roggeveld.co.za Agriculture & Farming Adjacent Landowner De Hoop 202 RE Rheebokke Fontein 209 RE

Eldri van Zyl Trust Eldri & Judith van Zyl Landowner PO Box 198 Sutherland 6920 023 004 0244 (082) 492-6209 deplaat@roggeveld.co.za Agriculture Adjacent Landowner Kentucky 206 RE

ENEL Green Power Ajodhapersadh Ravisha Bussiness Developer Energy & Industry 010 344 0200 072 614 3665 ravisha.ajodhapersadh@enel.com
ENEL Green Power Ravisha Shantikumar Ravisha.Shantikumar@enel.com Renewable Energy Registered I&AP

Eskom Holdings SOC Ltd

Nondwe Khanye Environmental Officer

Menlyn Office Block

4, Level 01 Gobie

Street Newlands

1 Gobie Street

Newlands Pretoria 0180 (053) 830-5946 (083) 969-0730 khanyen@eskom.co.za

Gielie Hanekom Familietrust Gielie Hanekom Landowner 0824117725 soverby@adept.co.za Agriculture & Farming Adjacent Landowner Aurora 285 Drie Roode Heuvels 180 RE Schalkwykskraal 204 RE

Karoo Hoogland Local Municipality Allistar Gibbons Regional Manager 235711020 866696096 794921307 allistar.gibbons@gmail.com Organs of State Local Government

Karoo Hoogland Local Municipality Jeremia Davids Ward Councillor: Ward 4 0533913003 (071) 023-5239 jeremydavids11@gmail.com Organs of State Local Government

Karoo Hoogland Local Municipality JJ Fortuin Municipal Manager (053) 391-3003 munman@karoohoogland.gov.za

Karoo Hoogland Local Municipality Johan Van Der Colff Ward Councillor: Ward 3 087 808 5259 (083) 231-9859 vdcjohan6@gmail.com Organs of State Local Government

Karusa Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd Nthabiseng Mosehle

Health, Environmental, Safety & Quality

(HSEQ) PO Box 651286 Benmore 2010 010 344 0265 076 674 8101 nthabiseng.mosehle@enel.com Renewable Energies Registered I&AP

Karusa Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd Shaun Taylor Environmental Officer PO Box 651286 Benmore 2010 010 344 0265 082 466 6247 shaun.taylor@enel.com Renewable Energies I&AP

Komsberg Wilderness Nature Reserve Ian Scott (Wildlife For All Trust) 0235712044 wildlifeforall@hotmail.com Nature Conservation Adjacent Landowner

Namakwa District Municipality Chris Fortuin Municipal Manager Private Bag X20 Springbok 8240 027-712-8000 027-712-8040 082-901-8539 chrisf@namakwa-dm.gov.za Organs of State Local Government

Namakwa District Municipality Hertzog Theron Environmental Health Officer 0272121124 0272121125 hertzogt@namakwa-dm.gov.za Organs of State Local Government

Namakwa District Municipality Immanuel Smith Head of Department (027) 712-8000 (027) 712-8040 ismith@namakwa-dm.gov.za Organs of State Local Government

Ngwao-Boswa Ya Kapa Bokone (N Cape Prov

Heritage Resource Authority)

Timothy Ratha Heritage Officer P.O. Box 1930 Kimberley 8301 (053) 831-2537 (053) 833-1435 (079) 036-9294 ratha.timothy@gmail.com Organs of State Provincial Government

Northern Cape DENC Peter Cloete Research Development Officer 0277188800 0832928155 peter.denc87@gmail.com Organs of State Provincial Government

Northern Cape Department of Environment &

Nature Conservation

Elsabe Swart Metlife Towers

Building 4th

Floorc/o Market

Square & Stead St

c/o Market

Square & Stead

St

Kimberley 8301 053-807-7430 082-458-2954 elsabe.dtec@gmail.com Organs of State Provincial Government

Northern Cape Department of Roads & Public

Works

Jaco Roelofse Director: Roads 9-11 Stockroos

StreetSquarehill

Park

Squarehill Park Kimberley 8300 0538392100 0538619683 0768116206 roelofse.j@vodamail.co.za Organs of State Provincial Government

Northern Cape Dept of Agriculture, Env Affairs,

Rural Dev & Land Reform
Dineo Moleko Assistant Director Impact Management

Metlife Towers

Building 4th

Floorc/o Market

Square & Stead St

c/o Market

Square & Stead

St

Kimberley 8301 dmoleko@ncpg.gov.za Organs of State Provincial Government

Northern Cape Dept of Agriculture, Env Affairs,

Rural Dev & Land Reform
Samantha De la Fontaine

Production Scientist Grade A: District

Ecologist

Metlife Towers

Building 4th

Floorc/o Market

Square & Stead St

c/o Market

Square & Stead

St

Kimberley 8301 054-338-4800 072-860-5478 sdelafontaine@gmail.com Organs of State Provincial Government

Northern Cape Economic Development Agency Babalwa Mbobo Deputy Director: Renewable Energy (017) 016-5813 mbobobc@gmail.com Organs of State Provincial Government

Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd Gideon Raath Environmental Assessment Practitioner 011 656 3237 086 684 0547 gideon@savannahsa.com

Sentech Ltd Serame Motlhake Manager 011 471 4561 011 471 4754 MotlhakeS@sentech.co.za Information and Communication

Technology

I&AP

Soetwater Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd Nthabiseng Mosehle Health, Environmental, Safety & Quality

(HSEQ)

PO Box 651286 Benmore 2010 010 344 0265 076 674 8101 nthabiseng.mosehle@enel.com Renewable Energies I&AP

Soetwater Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd Shaun Taylor Environmental Officer PO Box 651286 Benmore 2010 010 344 0265 082 466 6247 shaun.taylor@enel.com Renewable Energies I&AP

South African Astronomical Observatory Patricia Whitelock Director (021) 445-0025 paw@saao.ac.za Organs of State

South African Astronomical Observatory Petri Vaisanen Astronomer 724724636 petri@saao.ac.za

South African Astronomical Observatory Ramotholo Sefako Director 214470025 214463639 rrs@saao.ac.za

South African Astronomical Observatory Ted Williams Director (021) 447-0025 (021) 446-3639 director@saao.ac.za Organs of State
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COMPANY / ORGANISATION / DEPARTMENT NAME SURNAME POSITION TELEPHONE FAX MOBILE E-MAIL ADDRESS I&AP SECTOR I&AP TYPEADDRESS FARM 1 FARM 2 FARM 3

South African Civil Aviation Authority Lizell Stroh Obstacle Specialist Private Bag X 73 Halfway House 1682 0115451232 0115451282 0834616660 strohl@caa.co.za Organs of State State Owned Enterprise

South African Heritage Resources Agency Natasha Higgitt Heritage Officer 11 Harrington Street Cape Town 8001 021-462-4502 021-462-4509 nhiggitt@sahra.org.za Organs of State Government Body

South African National Defense Force Kebasenosi Zondi Leutenant Colonel Floor 8, Peterson

Bothongo

House228 Visagie

Street

228 Visagie

Street

Pretoria 0001 (012) 402-2810 (065) 304-7985 kebasenosi@yahoo.com Organs of State National Government

South African National Roads Agency Limited Nicole Abrahams Environmental Coordinator: Western

Region

Private Bag X19 Cape Town 7535 (021) 957-4602 (021) 910-1699 Abrahamsn@nra.co.za Organs of State State Owned Enterprise

Southern African Large Telescope Ockert Strydom Mechanical Engineer 235711205 235712456

Standvastigheid Familie Trust Francois Conradie Landowner PO Box 137 Laingsburg 6900 (023) 551-1817 (073) 676-8366 fdconradie@roggeveld.co.za Agriculture & Farming Adjacent Landowner Appels Fontein 201 RE

Sutherland Farmers' Union Braam Vlok Landowner (023) 571-2706 (084) 549-5962 bvlok@hantam.co.za

Sutherland Farmers Association Abra Van Wyk Landowner (023) 571-2797 abra@roggeveld.co.za

Telkom SA SOC Ltd Leonard Shaw 178 Madiba Street Pretoria 2 012-311-2012 012 311 1686 081-428-6729 shawls@telkom.co.za Organs of State State Owned Enterprise

WKN Windcurrent SA (Pty) Ltd Zakiya Abrahams Development Intern PO Box 762 Wilderness 6560 074 955 0118 abrahams@wkn-windcurrent.com Renewable Energies Registered I&AP

Wolwekop Trust Ockert Conradie Landowner PO Box 92 Laingsburg 6900 (082) 292-4545 damslaagte@roggeveld.co.za Agriculture & Farming Adjacent Landowner Wolvenkop 207 RE Rheebokke Fontein 209 RE,

1, 2
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SITE NOTICES 



 

 

NOTICE OF A BASIC ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND PUBLIC PARTICPATION PROCESS 

 

GRID CONNECTION INFRASTRUCTURE, INCLUDING 132KV OVERHEAD POWERLINE, SWITCHING STATION 

AND ANCILLARIES, FOR THE GREAT KAROO WIND FARM, NORTHERN CAPE 

 

 

Applicant: Great Karoo Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd 

 

Proposed Activity:  The construction and operation of grid connection infrastructure required to connect and 

evacuate the generated power of the authorised Great Karoo Wind Farm to the national electricity grid.  The 

grid connection infrastructure required includes a switching station to be developed adjacent to the 

authorised Great Karoo Wind Farm substation and a 132kV double- or single-circuit overhead powerline (up 

to 14km in length) connecting to the Eskom Hidden Valley substation (currently under construction to the west 

of Great Karoo wind farm). The pylon structures of the power line will be up to 32m high and the power line 

will be developed within the servitude of up to 40m wide.  A grid connection corridor of 300m-750m wide for 

the power line and a 500m corridor for the switching station has been identified and assessed for the grid 

connection infrastructure. Where possible, the switching station will be accessed via the authorised access 

road to the Great Karoo Wind Farm substation. However, where this is not feasible during construction, a 

service track along the length of the power line servitude of up to 4m wide will be required to allow for large 

crane movement. This track will be rehabilitated following construction to a typical ‘jeep’ track (i.e. off-road 

track) for use during operation. Other associated infrastructure includes drainage line crossing infrastructure 

(culverts) and temporary laydown area/s that will be rehabilitated upon completion of the construction 

phase. All grid connection infrastructure will be positioned inside the assessment corridor, outside of identified 

environmental sensitive areas. 

 

Location: ~44km south of Sutherland and ~50km north of Matjiesfontein within the Northern Cape Province 

and falls within the Namakwa District Municipality and the Karoo Hoogland Local Municipality.  The affected 

properties include: 

 

» Farm Kentucky 206; » Remaining Extent of the Farm De Hoop 202. 

» Remainder of Portion 1 of the Farm Orange 

Fontein 203; and 

 

 

Basic Assessment Process: In terms of Sections 24 and 24D of the National Environmental Management Act, 

1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998), as read with Government Notice R324 – R327, as amended (2017), a Basic 

Assessment (BA) is required to be undertaken in support of an application for Environmental Authorisation.  

Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd is undertaking the required BA and public participation process for the 

project. 

 

To obtain further information and register on the project database, please submit your name, contact 

information and interest in the project to:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 2020 

Nicolene Venter of Savannah Environmental 

P.O. Box 148, Sunninghill, 2157 

Tel: 011 656 3237 

Mobile: 060 978 8396 

Fax: 086 684 0547 

Email: publicprocess@savannahsa.com 

Website: www.savannahsa.com 



Grid connection infrastructure for the Great Karoo Wind Farm, Northern Cape Province 

Basic Assessment Report November 2020 
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PROOF OF SITE NOTICES (Date placed: 24 October 2020) 

 

Figure 1: Close-up of site Notice 1 placed on site within the proposed grid connection corridor footprint, 

along the fence of the unnamed dirt road off the R354 (Latitude: 32°48'47.32"S; Longitude: 20°42'39.91"E). 

 

 

Figure 1: Zoomed out of site Notice 1 placed on site within the proposed grid connection corridor footprint, 

along the fence of the unnamed dirt road off the R354 (Latitude: 32°48'47.32"S; Longitude: 20°42'39.91"E) 



Grid connection infrastructure for the Great Karoo Wind Farm, Northern Cape Province 

Basic Assessment Report November 2020 
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Figure 3: Close-up of site Notice 2 placed at the intersection of the unnamed dirt road and the R354, where 

one turns off towards site (Latitude: 32°31'30.91"S; Longitude: 20°38'9.36"E). 

 

 

Figure 3: Zoomed-out of site Notice 2 placed at the intersection of the unnamed dirt road and the R354, 

where one turns off towards site (Latitude: 32°31'30.91"S; Longitude: 20°38'9.36"E). 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVERTISEMENT 



 

NOTICE OF BASIC ASSESMENT AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS FOR THE GRID 

CONNECTION INFRASTRUCTURE FOR THE GREAT KAROO WIND FARM, NORTHERN CAPE 

 
Project Name Applicant 

Grid connection infrastructure, including 132kV Overhead Power Line, 

Switching Station and ancillaries, for the Great Karoo Wind Farm, 

Northern Cape 

Great Karoo Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd 

 

Project details: Development of grid connection infrastructure to connect the authorised Great Karoo Wind Farm to 

the national electricity grid.  The project is located ~44km south of Sutherland and ~50km north of Matjiesfontein, 

within the Namakwa District Municipality and the Karoo Hoogland Local Municipality, and will consist of the following 

infrastructure: 

• A double or single circuit 132kV overhead power line consisting of up to two sets of cables on a single set of 

pylon structures which will be up to 32m high.  

• Service tracks along the length of the power line, to be rehabilitated down to a jeep track for maintenance 

during operation. 

• Temporary laydown area/s. 

• A switching station (up to 100m x 100m) to be developed adjacent to the authorised Great Karoo Wind Farm 

substation. 

A grid connection assessment corridor of 300m has been identified for the power line, which widens to ~740m wide 

for the eastern section of the power line. In addition, a 500m assessment area for the placement of the switching 

station. 

Project Location: The proposed grid connection infrastructure traverses three (3) affected properties, namely: 

» Farm Kentuky 206 » RE Portion 1 of the Farm Orange Fontein No. 203 » The Farm De Hoop 202 

 

Basic Assessment Process:  In terms of Sections 24 and 24D of NEMA, as read with the EIA Regulations 2014 of GNR 

324 – R327, a Basic Assessment process is required to obtain Environmental Authorisation.  An application for 

Environmental Authorisation has been lodged with the Department of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries (DEFF), as 

the competent authority.  Savannah Environmental is undertaking the required basic assessment and public 

participation process.   

 

Basic Assessment Report Available for Review & Comment: A BA Report for the project has been compiled and is 

available for download, review and comment on the Savannah Environmental website: 

https://www.savannahsa.com/public-documents/grid-infrastructure/great-karoo-wef-grid-connection/ .The 30-day 

review and comment period is from Tuesday, 3rd of November until Thursday, 3rd of December 2020.  Please submit 

written comments to the contact person below on or before Thursday, 3rd of December 2020. 

 

To obtain further information and register on the project database, please submit your name, contact information 

and interest in the project in writing to:   

 

 

 

 

  

 

Nicolene Venter at Savannah Environmental  

P.O. Box 148, Sunninghill, 2157 

Tel:  011 656 3237 

Cell: 060 978 8396 (message or call) 

Fax:  086 684 0547 

Email: publicprocess@savannahsa.com 

Website: www.savannahsa.com 

https://www.savannahsa.com/public-documents/grid-infrastructure/great-karoo-wef-grid-connection/




 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix C3: 

Organs of State Correspondence  



02 November 2020

Dear Interested and Affected Party,

GRID CONNECTION INFRASTRUCTURE, INCLUDING 132KV OVERHEAD POWERLINE, SWITCHING

STATION AND ANCILLARIES, FOR THE GREAT KAROO WIND FARM, NORTHERN CAPE

NOTIFICATION OF BASIC ASSESSMENT AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS and

AVAILABILITY OF THE BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT

Great Karoo Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd proposes the construction and operation of grid connection

infrastructure required to connect and evacuate the generated power of the authorised Great

Karoo Wind Farm to the national electricity grid. The project is located ~44km south of Sutherland

and ~50km north of Matjiesfontein within the Northern Cape Province and falls within the Namakwa

District Municipality and the Karoo Hoogland Local Municipality. The affected properties include:

 Farm Kentucky 206;

 Remainder of Portion 1 of the Farm Orange Fontein 203; and

 The Farm De Hoop 202.

The grid connection infrastructure required includes a switching station (up to 100mx100m) to be

developed adjacent to the authorised Great Karoo Wind Farm substation and a 132kV double- or

single-circuit overhead powerline (up to 14km in length) connecting to the Eskom Hidden Valley

substation (currently under construction to the west of Great Karoo wind farm). The pylon structures

of the power line will be up to 32m high and the power line will be developed within the servitude of

up to 40m wide. A grid connection corridor of 300m-750m wide for the power line and a 500m

corridor for the switching station has been identified and assessed for the grid connection

infrastructure.

The switching station will be accessed via the authorised access road to the Great Karoo Wind Farm

substation. A service track along the length of the power line servitude of up to 6m wide will be

established to allow for large crane movement. This track will be rehabilitated following the

construction phase to a typical ‘jeep’ track (i.e. off-road track) for use during operation. Other

associated infrastructure includes permanent drainage line crossing infrastructure (culverts) and

temporary laydown area/s that will be rehabilitated upon completion of the construction phase. All

grid connection infrastructure will be positioned inside the assessment corridor, outside of identified

environmental sensitive areas.



BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS

The proposed development is subject to the requirements of the Environmental Impact Assessment

(EIA) Regulations of 2014 published in terms of Section 24(5) of NEMA. In terms of the EIA Regulations

of 2014, as amended, and promulgated under Sections 24 and 24D of the NEMA, various aspects of

the project are listed as activities that may have an impact on the environment. Due to the

triggering of GNR 327, Listing Notice 1, Activities 11(i), 12(ii), 19, 27 (i) and 28(ii), as well as GNR 327,

Listing Notice 3, Activities 4, 12 and 14 amongst others, of the EIA Regulations 2014 (as amended), a

Basic Assessment process must be undertaken in order to obtain Environmental Authorisation for the

construction and operation of the Grid Connection infrastructure for the Great Karoo Wind Farm.

In terms of Sections 24 and 24D of NEMA, as read with the EIA Regulations 2014 of GNR 324 – R327,

a Basic Assessment process is required to obtain Environmental Authorisation. An application for

Environmental Authorisation has been lodged with the Department of Environment, Forestry and

Fisheries (DEFF), as the competent authority. Savannah Environmental was appointed as the

independent environmental consultant to undertake the Basic Assessment and public participation

process for the project to identify and assess all potential environmental impacts associated with

the proposed project and recommend appropriate mitigation measures in the Environmental

Management Programme (EMPr).

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PROCESS

The public participation (PP) process will be undertaken in accordance with the requirements of

Regulations 39 to 44 of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014, as amended,

(GNR 326). The aim of the public participation process is primarily to ensure that:

» information containing all relevant facts in respect of the proposed project is made available to

potential stakeholders and I&APs

» participation by I&APs is facilitated in such a manner that all potential stakeholders and I&APs

are provided with a reasonable opportunity to comment on the proposed project; and

» comments received from potential stakeholders and I&APs are recorded and incorporated into

the EIA process.

The restrictions enforced in terms of Government Gazette 43096 which placed the country in a

national state of disaster limiting the movement and gathering of people to curb the spread of the

COVID-19 virus has placed some limitations on how public consultation can be conducted as part

of a BA process. The consultation process for these projects has been designed considering these

limitations, and the implementation is in line with our public participation plan (PP Plan), as approved

by the DEFF. Our PP Plan is in compliance with the DEFF’s Directions issued on the 5th of June 2020.

One of our approved consultation methods is for you to visit our online stakeholder engagement

platform, register your interest in the project/s, and view project documentation: visit

https://www.savannahsa.com/public-documents/grid-infrastructure/great-karoo-wef-grid-

connection/. The release code to download the public documents is: 9Q%+ec

Alternative means of undertaking consultation have been designed to ensure that I&APs are

afforded sufficient opportunity to raise comments on the project, predominately through an

interactive web-based platform readily available and accessible to any person with interest in the

project, enabling the public participation process to be undertaken in line with Regulations 41 to 44

of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended. This online stakeholder engagement platform allows the

EAP to visually present details regarding the project and our consultation documentation, including

project maps and plans, presentations and posters regarding the project, and reports available for



review. The use of online tools enables stakeholders and I&APs to explore the project-specific

content in their own time, and allows participation in the consultation process in a meaningful way.

The online platform allows for instant feedback and comments to be submitted, in so doing saving

time for the stakeholder and also giving the assurance that their comments have been submitted

for inclusion in the project reporting.

The benefits of the online stakeholder engagement platform include:

» Ability to create a dedicated project-specific online platform to enable easy access to project-

related information.

» Ability to reach a wider audience, allowing more widespread consultation for major

infrastructure projects.

» Allowing stakeholders and I&APs the opportunity to engage on a project without leaving their

office or home.

» Enabling stakeholders and I&APs to register their interest in a project (for inclusion on the project

database), and automatically gaining access to comprehensive project documentation.

» Enabling the EAP to maintain a complete database of I&APs through maintaining a record of

persons accessing the online stakeholder consultation platform.

» Enabling the EAP and stakeholders/I&APs to meet virtually.

» Provides a resilient solution to a public consultation process.

AVAILABILITY OF BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT

In terms of Regulation 43(2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, this letter serves to inform you,

as commenting official, that the Basic Assessment Report (BAR) is and Environmental Management

Programmes (EMPRs) and associated appendices for the proposed project are available for your

Department’s review and comment from Tuesday, 03 November until Thursday, 03 December 2020.

The report is available for download from our website / stakeholder engagement platform on the

above-mentioned link.

The restrictions enforced in terms of Government Gazette 43096 which placed the country in a

national state of disaster limiting the movement and gathering of people to curb the spread of the

COVID-19 virus has placed some limitations on making hard copies of the BAR and EMPRs available

at public places such as libraries and municipal offices. As per our approved public participation

plan submitted to DEFF, you can also request that an electronic copy of the BAR be send to you via

file transfer services such as WeTransfer or Dropbox or a compact disk (CD).

Please submit your written comments on the BAR, EMPr and associated appendices to Nicolene

Venter or Ronald Baloyi by latest Thursday, 03 December 2020 via our website / stakeholder

engagement platform (link provided above) or via:

 Telephone: 011 656 3237

 Mobile: 060 978 8396 (including message)

 Fax: 086 684 0547

 Post: PO Box 148, Sunninghill, 2157

 E-mail: publicprocess@savannahsa.com

All comments received during the 30-day review and comment period will be recorded and

included in the Final BAR for submission to DEFF in line with Regulation 44 of the EIA Regulations, 2014,

as amended (GN R326).



Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require additional information and/or clarification

regarding the project. Our team welcomes your participation and look forward to your involvement

throughout this process.

Kind regards,

Nicolene Venter

Public Participation and Social Consultant

E-mail: publicprocess@savannahsa.com

Documents: Registration and Comment Form



BASIC ASSESSMENT and PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS

GRID CONNECTION INFRASTRUCTURE, INCLUDING 132KV OVERHEAD POWERLINE, SWITCHING STATION

AND ANCILLARIES, FOR THE GREAT KAROO WIND FARM, NORTHERN CAPE PROVINCE

REGISTRATION AND COMMENT FORM

November 2020

Return completed registration and comment form to: Nicolene Venter or Ronald Baloyi of Savannah Environmental

Phone: 011 656 3237 / Mobile (incl. ‘please call me’): 060 978 8396 / Fax: 086 684 0547

E-mail: publicprocess@savannahsa.com Postal Address: PO Box 148, Sunninghill, 2157

Your registration as an interested and/or affected party will be applicable for this project only and your contact details provided

are protected by the PoPI Act of 2013

Please provide your complete contact details:

Name & Surname:

Designation

Department / Organisation or

Farm Name & Number

(whichever is applicable):

Postal Address:

Telephone: Fax:

Cell phone:

E-mail:

I would you like to register as an interested and affected party (I&AP) on the Great Karoo Grid Connection

Infrastructure project’s database: (please tick the relevant box)

YES

NO

In terms of EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, Regulation 43(1), you are required to register as an I&AP to receive further
correspondence regarding the BA process for the projects and to disclose any direct business, financial, personal or other
interest which you may have in the approval or refusal of the application (add additional pages if necessary):

Please list your comments regarding your project selection above (add additional pages if necessary):

Please provide contact details of any other persons who you regard as a potential interested or affected party:

Name & Surname:

Postal Address:

Telephone:

Mobile:

E-mail:



Proof of email - GREAT KAROO GRID CONNECTION: Notification of Availability of Basic Assessment 

Report for review and comment  



11/3/2020 Gmail - GREAT KAROO GRID CONNECTION: Notification of Availability of Basic Assessment Report for review and comment

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=8e01d3cd04&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1682264422696809397&simpl=msg-f%3A16822644226… 1/5

Savannah Environmental <savannahenvironmentalsa@gmail.com>

GREAT KAROO GRID CONNECTION: Notification of Availability of Basic
Assessment Report for review and comment 
10 messages

Public Process <publicprocess@savannahsa.com> Mon, Nov 2, 2020 at 5:52 PM
Reply-To: Public Process <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>
To: Savannah Environmental <SavannahEnvironmentalsa@gmail.com>

GRID CONNECTION INFRASTRUCTURE, INCLUDING 132KV OVERHEAD POWERLINE, SWITCHING STATION AND
ANCILLARIES, FOR THE GREAT KAROO WIND FARM, NORTHERN CAPE

Dear Interested and Affected Party,

Great Karoo Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd proposes the construc�on and opera�on of grid connec�on infrastructure required
to connect and evacuate the generated power of the authorised Great Karoo Wind Farm to the na�onal electricity
grid. The project is located ~44km south of Sutherland and ~50km north of Matjiesfontein within the Northern Cape
Province and falls within the Namakwa District Municipality and the Karoo Hoogland Local Municipality.  The
respec�ve applicants are also proposing a change in the descrip�on included in the EA for each on-site substa�on. 
The change relates to the addi�on of collector infrastructure as part of the authorised on-site substa�on and within
the authorised footprint of the substa�on.

The Basic Assessment Report is available for your review and comment from Tuesday, 03 November 2020 un�l
Thursday, 03 December 2020 and can be downloaded from our online stakeholder engagement pla�orm at
(https://www.savannahsa.com/public-documents/grid-infrastructure/great-karoo-wef-grid-connection/ The
release code to download the public documents is: 9Q%+ec

The a�ached no�fica�on le�er also provides further details regarding the availability of the Basic Assessment Report
as well as the Registra�on and Comment Form.

Kind regards,
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Appendix C4: 

Stakeholder Correspondence  



02 November 2020

Dear Interested and Affected Party,

GRID CONNECTION INFRASTRUCTURE, INCLUDING 132KV OVERHEAD POWERLINE, SWITCHING

STATION AND ANCILLARIES, FOR THE GREAT KAROO WIND FARM, NORTHERN CAPE

NOTIFICATION OF BASIC ASSESSMENT AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS and

AVAILABILITY OF THE BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT

Great Karoo Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd proposes the construction and operation of grid connection

infrastructure required to connect and evacuate the generated power of the authorised Great

Karoo Wind Farm to the national electricity grid. The project is located ~44km south of Sutherland

and ~50km north of Matjiesfontein within the Northern Cape Province and falls within the Namakwa

District Municipality and the Karoo Hoogland Local Municipality. The affected properties include:

 Farm Kentucky 206;

 Remainder of Portion 1 of the Farm Orange Fontein 203; and

 The Farm De Hoop 202.

The grid connection infrastructure required includes a switching station (up to 100mx100m) to be

developed adjacent to the authorised Great Karoo Wind Farm substation and a 132kV double- or

single-circuit overhead powerline (up to 14km in length) connecting to the Eskom Hidden Valley

substation (currently under construction to the west of Great Karoo wind farm). The pylon structures

of the power line will be up to 32m high and the power line will be developed within the servitude of

up to 40m wide. A grid connection corridor of 300m-750m wide for the power line and a 500m

corridor for the switching station has been identified and assessed for the grid connection

infrastructure.

The switching station will be accessed via the authorised access road to the Great Karoo Wind Farm

substation. A service track along the length of the power line servitude of up to 6m wide will be

established to allow for large crane movement. This track will be rehabilitated following the

construction phase to a typical ‘jeep’ track (i.e. off-road track) for use during operation. Other

associated infrastructure includes permanent drainage line crossing infrastructure (culverts) and

temporary laydown area/s that will be rehabilitated upon completion of the construction phase. All

grid connection infrastructure will be positioned inside the assessment corridor, outside of identified

environmental sensitive areas.



BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS

The proposed development is subject to the requirements of the Environmental Impact Assessment

(EIA) Regulations of 2014 published in terms of Section 24(5) of NEMA. In terms of the EIA Regulations

of 2014, as amended, and promulgated under Sections 24 and 24D of the NEMA, various aspects of

the project are listed as activities that may have an impact on the environment. Due to the

triggering of GNR 327, Listing Notice 1, Activities 11(i), 12(ii), 19, 27 (i) and 28(ii), as well as GNR 327,

Listing Notice 3, Activities 4, 12 and 14 amongst others, of the EIA Regulations 2014 (as amended), a

Basic Assessment process must be undertaken in order to obtain Environmental Authorisation for the

construction and operation of the Grid Connection infrastructure for the Great Karoo Wind Farm.

In terms of Sections 24 and 24D of NEMA, as read with the EIA Regulations 2014 of GNR 324 – R327,

a Basic Assessment process is required to obtain Environmental Authorisation. An application for

Environmental Authorisation has been lodged with the Department of Environment, Forestry and

Fisheries (DEFF), as the competent authority. Savannah Environmental was appointed as the

independent environmental consultant to undertake the Basic Assessment and public participation

process for the project to identify and assess all potential environmental impacts associated with

the proposed project and recommend appropriate mitigation measures in the Environmental

Management Programme (EMPr).

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PROCESS

The public participation (PP) process will be undertaken in accordance with the requirements of

Regulations 39 to 44 of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014, as amended,

(GNR 326). The aim of the public participation process is primarily to ensure that:

» information containing all relevant facts in respect of the proposed project is made available to

potential stakeholders and I&APs

» participation by I&APs is facilitated in such a manner that all potential stakeholders and I&APs

are provided with a reasonable opportunity to comment on the proposed project; and

» comments received from potential stakeholders and I&APs are recorded and incorporated into

the EIA process.

The restrictions enforced in terms of Government Gazette 43096 which placed the country in a

national state of disaster limiting the movement and gathering of people to curb the spread of the

COVID-19 virus has placed some limitations on how public consultation can be conducted as part

of a BA process. The consultation process for these projects has been designed considering these

limitations, and the implementation is in line with our public participation plan (PP Plan), as approved

by the DEFF. Our PP Plan is in compliance with the DEFF’s Directions issued on the 5th of June 2020.

One of our approved consultation methods is for you to visit our online stakeholder engagement

platform, register your interest in the project/s, and view project documentation: visit

https://www.savannahsa.com/public-documents/grid-infrastructure/great-karoo-wef-grid-

connection/. The release code to download the public documents is: 9Q%+ec

Alternative means of undertaking consultation have been designed to ensure that I&APs are

afforded sufficient opportunity to raise comments on the project, predominately through an

interactive web-based platform readily available and accessible to any person with interest in the

project, enabling the public participation process to be undertaken in line with Regulations 41 to 44

of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended. This online stakeholder engagement platform allows the

EAP to visually present details regarding the project and our consultation documentation, including

project maps and plans, presentations and posters regarding the project, and reports available for



review. The use of online tools enables stakeholders and I&APs to explore the project-specific

content in their own time, and allows participation in the consultation process in a meaningful way.

The online platform allows for instant feedback and comments to be submitted, in so doing saving

time for the stakeholder and also giving the assurance that their comments have been submitted

for inclusion in the project reporting.

The benefits of the online stakeholder engagement platform include:

» Ability to create a dedicated project-specific online platform to enable easy access to project-

related information.

» Ability to reach a wider audience, allowing more widespread consultation for major

infrastructure projects.

» Allowing stakeholders and I&APs the opportunity to engage on a project without leaving their

office or home.

» Enabling stakeholders and I&APs to register their interest in a project (for inclusion on the project

database), and automatically gaining access to comprehensive project documentation.

» Enabling the EAP to maintain a complete database of I&APs through maintaining a record of

persons accessing the online stakeholder consultation platform.

» Enabling the EAP and stakeholders/I&APs to meet virtually.

» Provides a resilient solution to a public consultation process.

AVAILABILITY OF BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT

As an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP), you are hereby notified that the Basic Assessment Report

(BAR) including the Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) and associated appendices for

the proposed project is available for your review and comment from Tuesday, 03 November until

Thursday, 03 December 2020. The report is available for download from our website / stakeholder

engagement platform on the above-mentioned link.

The restrictions enforced in terms of Government Gazette 43096 which placed the country in a

national state of disaster limiting the movement and gathering of people to curb the spread of the

COVID-19 virus has placed some limitations on making hard copies of the BAR available at public

places such as libraries and municipal offices. As per our approved public participation plan

submitted to DEFF, you can also request that an electronic copy of the BAR be send to you via file

transfer services such as WeTransfer or Dropbox or a compact disk (CD).

Please submit your written comments on the BAR, EMPr and associated appendices to Nicolene

Venter or Ronald Baloyi by latest Thursday, 03 December 2020 via our website / stakeholder

engagement platform (link provided above) or via:

 Telephone: 011 656 3237

 Mobile: 060 978 8396 (including message)

 Fax: 086 684 0547

 Post: PO Box 148, Sunninghill, 2157

 E-mail: publicprocess@savannahsa.com

All comments received during the 30-day review and comment period will be recorded and

included in the Final BAR for submission to DEFF in line with Regulation 44 of the EIA Regulations,

2014, as amended (GN R326).



Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require additional information and/or clarification

regarding the project. Our team welcomes your participation and look forward to your

involvement throughout this process.

Kind regards,

Nicolene Venter

Public Participation and Social Consultant

E-mail: publicprocess@savannahsa.com

Documents: Registration and Comment Form



BASIC ASSESSMENT and PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS

GRID CONNECTION INFRASTRUCTURE, INCLUDING 132KV OVERHEAD POWERLINE, SWITCHING STATION

AND ANCILLARIES, FOR THE GREAT KAROO WIND FARM, NORTHERN CAPE PROVINCE

REGISTRATION AND COMMENT FORM

November 2020

Return completed registration and comment form to: Nicolene Venter or Ronald Baloyi of Savannah Environmental

Phone: 011 656 3237 / Mobile (incl. ‘please call me’): 060 978 8396 / Fax: 086 684 0547

E-mail: publicprocess@savannahsa.com Postal Address: PO Box 148, Sunninghill, 2157

Your registration as an interested and/or affected party will be applicable for this project only and your contact details provided

are protected by the PoPI Act of 2013

Please provide your complete contact details:

Name & Surname:

Designation

Department / Organisation or

Farm Name & Number

(whichever is applicable):

Postal Address:

Telephone: Fax:

Cell phone:

E-mail:

I would you like to register as an interested and affected party (I&AP) on the Great Karoo Grid Connection

Infrastructure project’s database: (please tick the relevant box)

YES

NO

In terms of EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, Regulation 43(1), you are required to register as an I&AP to receive further
correspondence regarding the BA process for the projects and to disclose any direct business, financial, personal or other
interest which you may have in the approval or refusal of the application (add additional pages if necessary):

Please list your comments regarding your project selection above (add additional pages if necessary):

Please provide contact details of any other persons who you regard as a potential interested or affected party:

Name & Surname:

Postal Address:

Telephone:

Mobile:

E-mail:



Proof of email - GREAT KAROO GRID CONNECTION: Notification of Availability of Basic Assessment 

Report for review and comment 

 



11/3/2020 Gmail - GREAT KAROO GRID CONNECTION: Notification of Availability of Basic Assessment Report for review and comment

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=8e01d3cd04&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1682264422696809397&simpl=msg-f%3A16822644226… 1/5

Savannah Environmental <savannahenvironmentalsa@gmail.com>

GREAT KAROO GRID CONNECTION: Notification of Availability of Basic
Assessment Report for review and comment 
10 messages

Public Process <publicprocess@savannahsa.com> Mon, Nov 2, 2020 at 5:52 PM
Reply-To: Public Process <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>
To: Savannah Environmental <SavannahEnvironmentalsa@gmail.com>

GRID CONNECTION INFRASTRUCTURE, INCLUDING 132KV OVERHEAD POWERLINE, SWITCHING STATION AND
ANCILLARIES, FOR THE GREAT KAROO WIND FARM, NORTHERN CAPE

Dear Interested and Affected Party,

Great Karoo Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd proposes the construc�on and opera�on of grid connec�on infrastructure required
to connect and evacuate the generated power of the authorised Great Karoo Wind Farm to the na�onal electricity
grid. The project is located ~44km south of Sutherland and ~50km north of Matjiesfontein within the Northern Cape
Province and falls within the Namakwa District Municipality and the Karoo Hoogland Local Municipality.  The
respec�ve applicants are also proposing a change in the descrip�on included in the EA for each on-site substa�on. 
The change relates to the addi�on of collector infrastructure as part of the authorised on-site substa�on and within
the authorised footprint of the substa�on.

The Basic Assessment Report is available for your review and comment from Tuesday, 03 November 2020 un�l
Thursday, 03 December 2020 and can be downloaded from our online stakeholder engagement pla�orm at
(https://www.savannahsa.com/public-documents/grid-infrastructure/great-karoo-wef-grid-connection/ The
release code to download the public documents is: 9Q%+ec

The a�ached no�fica�on le�er also provides further details regarding the availability of the Basic Assessment Report
as well as the Registra�on and Comment Form.

Kind regards,
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02 November 2020

Dear Interested and Affected Party,

GRID CONNECTION INFRASTRUCTURE, INCLUDING 132KV OVERHEAD POWERLINE, SWITCHING

STATION AND ANCILLARIES, FOR THE GREAT KAROO WIND FARM, NORTHERN CAPE

NOTIFICATION OF BASIC ASSESSMENT AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS and

AVAILABILITY OF THE BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT

Great Karoo Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd proposes the construction and operation of grid connection

infrastructure required to connect and evacuate the generated power of the authorised Great

Karoo Wind Farm to the national electricity grid. The project is located ~44km south of Sutherland

and ~50km north of Matjiesfontein within the Northern Cape Province and falls within the Namakwa

District Municipality and the Karoo Hoogland Local Municipality. The affected properties include:

 Farm Kentucky 206;

 Remainder of Portion 1 of the Farm Orange Fontein 203; and

 The Farm De Hoop 202.

The grid connection infrastructure required includes a switching station (up to 100mx100m) to be

developed adjacent to the authorised Great Karoo Wind Farm substation and a 132kV double- or

single-circuit overhead powerline (up to 14km in length) connecting to the Eskom Hidden Valley

substation (currently under construction to the west of Great Karoo wind farm). The pylon structures

of the power line will be up to 32m high and the power line will be developed within the servitude of

up to 40m wide. A grid connection corridor of 300m-750m wide for the power line and a 500m

corridor for the switching station has been identified and assessed for the grid connection

infrastructure.

The switching station will be accessed via the authorised access road to the Great Karoo Wind Farm

substation. A service track along the length of the power line servitude of up to 6m wide will be

established to allow for large crane movement. This track will be rehabilitated following the

construction phase to a typical ‘jeep’ track (i.e. off-road track) for use during operation. Other

associated infrastructure includes permanent drainage line crossing infrastructure (culverts) and

temporary laydown area/s that will be rehabilitated upon completion of the construction phase. All

grid connection infrastructure will be positioned inside the assessment corridor, outside of identified

environmental sensitive areas.



BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS

The proposed development is subject to the requirements of the Environmental Impact Assessment

(EIA) Regulations of 2014 published in terms of Section 24(5) of NEMA. In terms of the EIA Regulations

of 2014, as amended, and promulgated under Sections 24 and 24D of the NEMA, various aspects of

the project are listed as activities that may have an impact on the environment. Due to the

triggering of GNR 327, Listing Notice 1, Activities 11(i), 12(ii), 19, 27 (i) and 28(ii), as well as GNR 327,

Listing Notice 3, Activities 4, 12 and 14 amongst others, of the EIA Regulations 2014 (as amended), a

Basic Assessment process must be undertaken in order to obtain Environmental Authorisation for the

construction and operation of the Grid Connection infrastructure for the Great Karoo Wind Farm.

In terms of Sections 24 and 24D of NEMA, as read with the EIA Regulations 2014 of GNR 324 – R327,

a Basic Assessment process is required to obtain Environmental Authorisation. An application for

Environmental Authorisation has been lodged with the Department of Environment, Forestry and

Fisheries (DEFF), as the competent authority. Savannah Environmental was appointed as the

independent environmental consultant to undertake the Basic Assessment and public participation

process for the project to identify and assess all potential environmental impacts associated with

the proposed project and recommend appropriate mitigation measures in the Environmental

Management Programme (EMPr).

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PROCESS

The public participation (PP) process will be undertaken in accordance with the requirements of

Regulations 39 to 44 of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014, as amended,

(GNR 326). The aim of the public participation process is primarily to ensure that:

» information containing all relevant facts in respect of the proposed project is made available to

potential stakeholders and I&APs

» participation by I&APs is facilitated in such a manner that all potential stakeholders and I&APs

are provided with a reasonable opportunity to comment on the proposed project; and

» comments received from potential stakeholders and I&APs are recorded and incorporated into

the EIA process.

The restrictions enforced in terms of Government Gazette 43096 which placed the country in a

national state of disaster limiting the movement and gathering of people to curb the spread of the

COVID-19 virus has placed some limitations on how public consultation can be conducted as part

of a BA process. The consultation process for these projects has been designed considering these

limitations, and the implementation is in line with our public participation plan (PP Plan), as approved

by the DEFF. Our PP Plan is in compliance with the DEFF’s Directions issued on the 5th of June 2020.

One of our approved consultation methods is for you to visit our online stakeholder engagement

platform, register your interest in the project/s, and view project documentation: visit

https://www.savannahsa.com/public-documents/grid-infrastructure/great-karoo-wef-grid-

connection/. The release code to download the public documents is: 9Q%+ec

Alternative means of undertaking consultation have been designed to ensure that I&APs are

afforded sufficient opportunity to raise comments on the project, predominately through an

interactive web-based platform readily available and accessible to any person with interest in the

project, enabling the public participation process to be undertaken in line with Regulations 41 to 44

of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended. This online stakeholder engagement platform allows the

EAP to visually present details regarding the project and our consultation documentation, including

project maps and plans, presentations and posters regarding the project, and reports available for



review. The use of online tools enables stakeholders and I&APs to explore the project-specific

content in their own time, and allows participation in the consultation process in a meaningful way.

The online platform allows for instant feedback and comments to be submitted, in so doing saving

time for the stakeholder and also giving the assurance that their comments have been submitted

for inclusion in the project reporting.

The benefits of the online stakeholder engagement platform include:

» Ability to create a dedicated project-specific online platform to enable easy access to project-

related information.

» Ability to reach a wider audience, allowing more widespread consultation for major

infrastructure projects.

» Allowing stakeholders and I&APs the opportunity to engage on a project without leaving their

office or home.

» Enabling stakeholders and I&APs to register their interest in a project (for inclusion on the project

database), and automatically gaining access to comprehensive project documentation.

» Enabling the EAP to maintain a complete database of I&APs through maintaining a record of

persons accessing the online stakeholder consultation platform.

» Enabling the EAP and stakeholders/I&APs to meet virtually.

» Provides a resilient solution to a public consultation process.

AVAILABILITY OF BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT

As an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP), you are hereby notified that the Basic Assessment Report

(BAR) including the Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) and associated appendices for

the proposed project is available for your review and comment from Tuesday, 03 November until

Thursday, 03 December 2020. The report is available for download from our website / stakeholder

engagement platform on the above-mentioned link.

The restrictions enforced in terms of Government Gazette 43096 which placed the country in a

national state of disaster limiting the movement and gathering of people to curb the spread of the

COVID-19 virus has placed some limitations on making hard copies of the BAR available at public

places such as libraries and municipal offices. As per our approved public participation plan

submitted to DEFF, you can also request that an electronic copy of the BAR be send to you via file

transfer services such as WeTransfer or Dropbox or a compact disk (CD).

Please submit your written comments on the BAR, EMPr and associated appendices to Nicolene

Venter or Ronald Baloyi by latest Thursday, 03 December 2020 via our website / stakeholder

engagement platform (link provided above) or via:

 Telephone: 011 656 3237

 Mobile: 060 978 8396 (including message)

 Fax: 086 684 0547

 Post: PO Box 148, Sunninghill, 2157

 E-mail: publicprocess@savannahsa.com

All comments received during the 30-day review and comment period will be recorded and

included in the Final BAR for submission to DEFF in line with Regulation 44 of the EIA Regulations,

2014, as amended (GN R326).



Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require additional information and/or clarification

regarding the project. Our team welcomes your participation and look forward to your

involvement throughout this process.

Kind regards,

Nicolene Venter

Public Participation and Social Consultant

E-mail: publicprocess@savannahsa.com

Documents: Registration and Comment Form



BASIC ASSESSMENT and PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS

GRID CONNECTION INFRASTRUCTURE, INCLUDING 132KV OVERHEAD POWERLINE, SWITCHING STATION

AND ANCILLARIES, FOR THE GREAT KAROO WIND FARM, NORTHERN CAPE PROVINCE

REGISTRATION AND COMMENT FORM

November 2020

Return completed registration and comment form to: Nicolene Venter or Ronald Baloyi of Savannah Environmental

Phone: 011 656 3237 / Mobile (incl. ‘please call me’): 060 978 8396 / Fax: 086 684 0547

E-mail: publicprocess@savannahsa.com Postal Address: PO Box 148, Sunninghill, 2157

Your registration as an interested and/or affected party will be applicable for this project only and your contact details provided

are protected by the PoPI Act of 2013

Please provide your complete contact details:

Name & Surname:

Designation

Department / Organisation or

Farm Name & Number

(whichever is applicable):

Postal Address:

Telephone: Fax:

Cell phone:

E-mail:

I would you like to register as an interested and affected party (I&AP) on the Great Karoo Grid Connection

Infrastructure project’s database: (please tick the relevant box)

YES

NO

In terms of EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, Regulation 43(1), you are required to register as an I&AP to receive further
correspondence regarding the BA process for the projects and to disclose any direct business, financial, personal or other
interest which you may have in the approval or refusal of the application (add additional pages if necessary):

Please list your comments regarding your project selection above (add additional pages if necessary):

Please provide contact details of any other persons who you regard as a potential interested or affected party:

Name & Surname:

Postal Address:

Telephone:

Mobile:

E-mail:



Proof of email - GREAT KAROO GRID CONNECTION: Notification of Availability of Basic Assessment 

Report for review and comment  



11/3/2020 Gmail - GREAT KAROO GRID CONNECTION: Notification of Availability of Basic Assessment Report for review and comment

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=8e01d3cd04&view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-f%3A1682264422696809397&simpl=msg-f%3A16822644226… 1/5

Savannah Environmental <savannahenvironmentalsa@gmail.com>

GREAT KAROO GRID CONNECTION: Notification of Availability of Basic
Assessment Report for review and comment 
10 messages

Public Process <publicprocess@savannahsa.com> Mon, Nov 2, 2020 at 5:52 PM
Reply-To: Public Process <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>
To: Savannah Environmental <SavannahEnvironmentalsa@gmail.com>

GRID CONNECTION INFRASTRUCTURE, INCLUDING 132KV OVERHEAD POWERLINE, SWITCHING STATION AND
ANCILLARIES, FOR THE GREAT KAROO WIND FARM, NORTHERN CAPE

Dear Interested and Affected Party,

Great Karoo Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd proposes the construc�on and opera�on of grid connec�on infrastructure required
to connect and evacuate the generated power of the authorised Great Karoo Wind Farm to the na�onal electricity
grid. The project is located ~44km south of Sutherland and ~50km north of Matjiesfontein within the Northern Cape
Province and falls within the Namakwa District Municipality and the Karoo Hoogland Local Municipality.  The
respec�ve applicants are also proposing a change in the descrip�on included in the EA for each on-site substa�on. 
The change relates to the addi�on of collector infrastructure as part of the authorised on-site substa�on and within
the authorised footprint of the substa�on.

The Basic Assessment Report is available for your review and comment from Tuesday, 03 November 2020 un�l
Thursday, 03 December 2020 and can be downloaded from our online stakeholder engagement pla�orm at
(https://www.savannahsa.com/public-documents/grid-infrastructure/great-karoo-wef-grid-connection/ The
release code to download the public documents is: 9Q%+ec

The a�ached no�fica�on le�er also provides further details regarding the availability of the Basic Assessment Report
as well as the Registra�on and Comment Form.

Kind regards,

 
Unsubscribe this type of email

Nicolene Venter 
Public Process

 t: 011 656 3237 
f: 086 684 0547

e: publicprocess@savannahsa.com 
c: +27 (0) 60 978 8396

 

SAWEA Award for Leading Environmental Consultant on Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015

2 attachments

SE2869_GK_Grid_Process&BAR_Notification_OoS-FINAL.pdf 
176K

SE2869_GK_Grid_RegCommForm-FINAL.pdf 
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02 November 2020

Mr Francois Conradie

Landowner: Standvastigheid Familie Trust

Farm: Appels Fontein 201

By e-mail: fdconradie@roggeveld.co.za

Dear Mr Conradie,

GRID CONNECTION INFRASTRUCTURE, INCLUDING 132KV OVERHEAD POWERLINE, SWITCHING

STATION AND ANCILLARIES, FOR THE GREAT KAROO WIND FARM, NORTHERN CAPE

NOTIFICATION OF BASIC ASSESSMENT AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS and

AVAILABILITY OF THE BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT

Great Karoo Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd proposes the construction and operation of grid connection

infrastructure required to connect and evacuate the generated power of the authorised Great

Karoo Wind Farm to the national electricity grid. The project is located ~44km south of Sutherland

and ~50km north of Matjiesfontein within the Northern Cape Province and falls within the Namakwa

District Municipality and the Karoo Hoogland Local Municipality. The affected properties include:

 Farm Kentucky 206;

 Remainder of Portion 1 of the Farm Orange Fontein 203; and

 The Farm De Hoop 202.

The grid connection infrastructure required includes a switching station (up to 100mx100m) to be

developed adjacent to the authorised Great Karoo Wind Farm substation and a 132kV double- or

single-circuit overhead powerline (up to 14km in length) connecting to the Eskom Hidden Valley

substation (currently under construction to the west of Great Karoo wind farm). The pylon structures

of the power line will be up to 32m high and the power line will be developed within the servitude of

up to 40m wide. A grid connection corridor of 300m-750m wide for the power line and a 500m

corridor for the switching station has been identified and assessed for the grid connection

infrastructure.

The switching station will be accessed via the authorised access road to the Great Karoo Wind Farm

substation. A service track along the length of the power line servitude of up to 6m wide will be

established to allow for large crane movement. This track will be rehabilitated following the

construction phase to a typical ‘jeep’ track (i.e. off-road track) for use during operation. Other

associated infrastructure includes permanent drainage line crossing infrastructure (culverts) and
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temporary laydown area/s that will be rehabilitated upon completion of the construction phase. All

grid connection infrastructure will be positioned inside the assessment corridor, outside of identified

environmental sensitive areas.

BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS

The proposed development is subject to the requirements of the Environmental Impact Assessment

(EIA) Regulations of 2014 published in terms of Section 24(5) of NEMA. In terms of the EIA Regulations

of 2014, as amended, and promulgated under Sections 24 and 24D of the NEMA, various aspects of

the project are listed as activities that may have an impact on the environment. Due to the

triggering of GNR 327, Listing Notice 1, Activities 11(i), 12(ii), 19, 27 (i) and 28(ii), as well as GNR 327,

Listing Notice 3, Activities 4, 12 and 14 amongst others, of the EIA Regulations 2014 (as amended), a

Basic Assessment process must be undertaken in order to obtain Environmental Authorisation for the

construction and operation of the Grid Connection infrastructure for the Great Karoo Wind Farm.

In terms of Sections 24 and 24D of NEMA, as read with the EIA Regulations 2014 of GNR 324 – R327,

a Basic Assessment process is required to obtain Environmental Authorisation. An application for

Environmental Authorisation has been lodged with the Department of Environment, Forestry and

Fisheries (DEFF), as the competent authority. Savannah Environmental was appointed as the

independent environmental consultant to undertake the Basic Assessment and public participation

process for the project to identify and assess all potential environmental impacts associated with

the proposed project and recommend appropriate mitigation measures in the Environmental

Management Programme (EMPr).

You, as a landowner, has been identified as a directly affected or adjacent property owners that

could be impacted by the proposed Grid Connection infrastructure for the Great Karoo Wind Farm.

The EIA Regulations require that the owner or person in control of the land as well as occupiers of

the affected and adjacent properties, which could be impacted by the project, are informed of

the environmental assessment process, in writing. In this regard, please could you kindly inform any

other person (tenants, employees, farm managers and workers, etc.) residing on your property of

this Basic Assessment process. Should you or any other occupier of your property have an interest

in this project, please register yourselves as an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) by completing

and returning the attached stakeholder registration / comment form. By registering on the project

database, you will receive all information relating to this project.

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PROCESS

The public participation (PP) process will be undertaken in accordance with the requirements of

Regulations 39 to 44 of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014, as amended,

(GNR 326). The aim of the public participation process is primarily to ensure that:

» information containing all relevant facts in respect of the proposed project is made available to

potential stakeholders and I&APs

» participation by I&APs is facilitated in such a manner that all potential stakeholders and I&APs

are provided with a reasonable opportunity to comment on the proposed project; and

» comments received from potential stakeholders and I&APs are recorded and incorporated into

the EIA process.



The restrictions enforced in terms of Government Gazette 43096 which placed the country in a

national state of disaster limiting the movement and gathering of people to curb the spread of the

COVID-19 virus has placed some limitations on how public consultation can be conducted as part

of a BA process. The consultation process for these projects has been designed considering these

limitations, and the implementation is in line with our public participation plan (PP Plan), as approved

by the DEFF. Our PP Plan is in compliance with the DEFF’s Directions issued on the 5th of June 2020.

One of our approved consultation methods is for you to visit our online stakeholder engagement

platform, register your interest in the project/s, and view project documentation: visit

https://www.savannahsa.com/public-documents/grid-infrastructure/great-karoo-wef-grid-

connection/. The release code to download the public documents is: 9Q%+ec

Alternative means of undertaking consultation have been designed to ensure that I&APs are

afforded sufficient opportunity to raise comments on the project, predominately through an

interactive web-based platform readily available and accessible to any person with interest in the

project, enabling the public participation process to be undertaken in line with Regulations 41 to 44

of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended. This online stakeholder engagement platform allows the

EAP to visually present details regarding the project and our consultation documentation, including

project maps and plans, presentations and posters regarding the project, and reports available for

review. The use of online tools enables stakeholders and I&APs to explore the project-specific

content in their own time, and allows participation in the consultation process in a meaningful way.

The online platform allows for instant feedback and comments to be submitted, in so doing saving

time for the stakeholder and also giving the assurance that their comments have been submitted

for inclusion in the project reporting.

The benefits of the online stakeholder engagement platform include:

» Ability to create a dedicated project-specific online platform to enable easy access to project-

related information.

» Ability to reach a wider audience, allowing more widespread consultation for major

infrastructure projects.

» Allowing stakeholders and I&APs the opportunity to engage on a project without leaving their

office or home.

» Enabling stakeholders and I&APs to register their interest in a project (for inclusion on the project

database), and automatically gaining access to comprehensive project documentation.

» Enabling the EAP to maintain a complete database of I&APs through maintaining a record of

persons accessing the online stakeholder consultation platform.

» Enabling the EAP and stakeholders/I&APs to meet virtually.

» Provides a resilient solution to a public consultation process.

AVAILABILITY OF BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT

This letter serves to inform you, as a landowner, that the Basic Assessment Report (BAR),

Environmental Management Programmes (EMPRs) and associated appendices for the proposed

project are available for your review and comment from Tuesday, 03 November until Thursday, 03

December 2020. The report is available for download from our website / stakeholder engagement

platform on the above-mentioned link.

The restrictions enforced in terms of Government Gazette 43096 which placed the country in a

national state of disaster limiting the movement and gathering of people to curb the spread of the

COVID-19 virus has placed some limitations on making hard copies of the BAR and EMPRs available



at public places such as libraries and municipal offices. As per our approved public participation

plan submitted to DEFF, you can also request that an electronic copy of the BAR be send to you via

file transfer services such as WeTransfer or Dropbox or a compact disk (CD).

Please submit your written comments on the BAR, EMPr and associated appendices to Nicolene

Venter or Ronald Baloyi by latest Thursday, 03 December 2020 via our website / stakeholder

engagement platform (link provided above) or via:

 Telephone: 011 656 3237

 Mobile: 060 978 8396 (including message)

 Fax: 086 684 0547

 Post: PO Box 148, Sunninghill, 2157

 E-mail: publicprocess@savannahsa.com

All comments received during the 30-day review and comment period will be recorded and

included in the Final BAR for submission to DEFF in line with Regulation 44 of the EIA Regulations, 2014,

as amended (GN R326).

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require additional information and/or clarification

regarding the project. Our team welcomes your participation and look forward to your involvement

throughout this process.

Kind regards,

Nicolene Venter

Public Participation and Social Consultant

E-mail: publicprocess@savannahsa.com

Documents: Registration and Comment Form
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02 November 2020

Mr Ockert Conradie

Landowner: Wolwekop Trust

Farm: Wolvenkop 207 & Rheebokke Fontein 209

By e-mail: damslaagte@roggeveld.co.za

Dear Mr Conradie,

GRID CONNECTION INFRASTRUCTURE, INCLUDING 132KV OVERHEAD POWERLINE, SWITCHING

STATION AND ANCILLARIES, FOR THE GREAT KAROO WIND FARM, NORTHERN CAPE

NOTIFICATION OF BASIC ASSESSMENT AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS and

AVAILABILITY OF THE BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT

Great Karoo Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd proposes the construction and operation of grid connection

infrastructure required to connect and evacuate the generated power of the authorised Great

Karoo Wind Farm to the national electricity grid. The project is located ~44km south of Sutherland

and ~50km north of Matjiesfontein within the Northern Cape Province and falls within the Namakwa

District Municipality and the Karoo Hoogland Local Municipality. The affected properties include:

 Farm Kentucky 206;

 Remainder of Portion 1 of the Farm Orange Fontein 203; and

 The Farm De Hoop 202.

The grid connection infrastructure required includes a switching station (up to 100mx100m) to be

developed adjacent to the authorised Great Karoo Wind Farm substation and a 132kV double- or

single-circuit overhead powerline (up to 14km in length) connecting to the Eskom Hidden Valley

substation (currently under construction to the west of Great Karoo wind farm). The pylon structures

of the power line will be up to 32m high and the power line will be developed within the servitude of

up to 40m wide. A grid connection corridor of 300m-750m wide for the power line and a 500m

corridor for the switching station has been identified and assessed for the grid connection

infrastructure.

The switching station will be accessed via the authorised access road to the Great Karoo Wind Farm

substation. A service track along the length of the power line servitude of up to 6m wide will be

established to allow for large crane movement. This track will be rehabilitated following the

construction phase to a typical ‘jeep’ track (i.e. off-road track) for use during operation. Other

associated infrastructure includes permanent drainage line crossing infrastructure (culverts) and
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temporary laydown area/s that will be rehabilitated upon completion of the construction phase. All

grid connection infrastructure will be positioned inside the assessment corridor, outside of identified

environmental sensitive areas.

BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS

The proposed development is subject to the requirements of the Environmental Impact Assessment

(EIA) Regulations of 2014 published in terms of Section 24(5) of NEMA. In terms of the EIA Regulations

of 2014, as amended, and promulgated under Sections 24 and 24D of the NEMA, various aspects of

the project are listed as activities that may have an impact on the environment. Due to the

triggering of GNR 327, Listing Notice 1, Activities 11(i), 12(ii), 19, 27 (i) and 28(ii), as well as GNR 327,

Listing Notice 3, Activities 4, 12 and 14 amongst others, of the EIA Regulations 2014 (as amended), a

Basic Assessment process must be undertaken in order to obtain Environmental Authorisation for the

construction and operation of the Grid Connection infrastructure for the Great Karoo Wind Farm.

In terms of Sections 24 and 24D of NEMA, as read with the EIA Regulations 2014 of GNR 324 – R327,

a Basic Assessment process is required to obtain Environmental Authorisation. An application for

Environmental Authorisation has been lodged with the Department of Environment, Forestry and

Fisheries (DEFF), as the competent authority. Savannah Environmental was appointed as the

independent environmental consultant to undertake the Basic Assessment and public participation

process for the project to identify and assess all potential environmental impacts associated with

the proposed project and recommend appropriate mitigation measures in the Environmental

Management Programme (EMPr).

You, as a landowner, has been identified as a directly affected or adjacent property owners that

could be impacted by the proposed Grid Connection infrastructure for the Great Karoo Wind Farm.

The EIA Regulations require that the owner or person in control of the land as well as occupiers of

the affected and adjacent properties, which could be impacted by the project, are informed of

the environmental assessment process, in writing. In this regard, please could you kindly inform any

other person (tenants, employees, farm managers and workers, etc.) residing on your property of

this Basic Assessment process. Should you or any other occupier of your property have an interest

in this project, please register yourselves as an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) by completing

and returning the attached stakeholder registration / comment form. By registering on the project

database, you will receive all information relating to this project.

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PROCESS

The public participation (PP) process will be undertaken in accordance with the requirements of

Regulations 39 to 44 of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014, as amended,

(GNR 326). The aim of the public participation process is primarily to ensure that:

» information containing all relevant facts in respect of the proposed project is made available to

potential stakeholders and I&APs

» participation by I&APs is facilitated in such a manner that all potential stakeholders and I&APs

are provided with a reasonable opportunity to comment on the proposed project; and

» comments received from potential stakeholders and I&APs are recorded and incorporated into

the EIA process.



The restrictions enforced in terms of Government Gazette 43096 which placed the country in a

national state of disaster limiting the movement and gathering of people to curb the spread of the

COVID-19 virus has placed some limitations on how public consultation can be conducted as part

of a BA process. The consultation process for these projects has been designed considering these

limitations, and the implementation is in line with our public participation plan (PP Plan), as approved

by the DEFF. Our PP Plan is in compliance with the DEFF’s Directions issued on the 5th of June 2020.

One of our approved consultation methods is for you to visit our online stakeholder engagement

platform, register your interest in the project/s, and view project documentation: visit

https://www.savannahsa.com/public-documents/grid-infrastructure/great-karoo-wef-grid-

connection/. The release code to download the public documents is: 9Q%+ec

Alternative means of undertaking consultation have been designed to ensure that I&APs are

afforded sufficient opportunity to raise comments on the project, predominately through an

interactive web-based platform readily available and accessible to any person with interest in the

project, enabling the public participation process to be undertaken in line with Regulations 41 to 44

of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended. This online stakeholder engagement platform allows the

EAP to visually present details regarding the project and our consultation documentation, including

project maps and plans, presentations and posters regarding the project, and reports available for

review. The use of online tools enables stakeholders and I&APs to explore the project-specific

content in their own time, and allows participation in the consultation process in a meaningful way.

The online platform allows for instant feedback and comments to be submitted, in so doing saving

time for the stakeholder and also giving the assurance that their comments have been submitted

for inclusion in the project reporting.

The benefits of the online stakeholder engagement platform include:

» Ability to create a dedicated project-specific online platform to enable easy access to project-

related information.

» Ability to reach a wider audience, allowing more widespread consultation for major

infrastructure projects.

» Allowing stakeholders and I&APs the opportunity to engage on a project without leaving their

office or home.

» Enabling stakeholders and I&APs to register their interest in a project (for inclusion on the project

database), and automatically gaining access to comprehensive project documentation.

» Enabling the EAP to maintain a complete database of I&APs through maintaining a record of

persons accessing the online stakeholder consultation platform.

» Enabling the EAP and stakeholders/I&APs to meet virtually.

» Provides a resilient solution to a public consultation process.

AVAILABILITY OF BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT

This letter serves to inform you, as a landowner, that the Basic Assessment Report (BAR),

Environmental Management Programmes (EMPRs) and associated appendices for the proposed

project are available for your review and comment from Tuesday, 03 November until Thursday, 03

December 2020. The report is available for download from our website / stakeholder engagement

platform on the above-mentioned link.

The restrictions enforced in terms of Government Gazette 43096 which placed the country in a

national state of disaster limiting the movement and gathering of people to curb the spread of the

COVID-19 virus has placed some limitations on making hard copies of the BAR and EMPRs available



at public places such as libraries and municipal offices. As per our approved public participation

plan submitted to DEFF, you can also request that an electronic copy of the BAR be send to you via

file transfer services such as WeTransfer or Dropbox or a compact disk (CD).

Please submit your written comments on the BAR, EMPr and associated appendices to Nicolene

Venter or Ronald Baloyi by latest Thursday, 03 December 2020 via our website / stakeholder

engagement platform (link provided above) or via:

 Telephone: 011 656 3237

 Mobile: 060 978 8396 (including message)

 Fax: 086 684 0547

 Post: PO Box 148, Sunninghill, 2157

 E-mail: publicprocess@savannahsa.com

All comments received during the 30-day review and comment period will be recorded and

included in the Final BAR for submission to DEFF in line with Regulation 44 of the EIA Regulations, 2014,

as amended (GN R326).

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require additional information and/or clarification

regarding the project. Our team welcomes your participation and look forward to your involvement

throughout this process.

Kind regards,

Nicolene Venter

Public Participation and Social Consultant

E-mail: publicprocess@savannahsa.com

Documents: Registration and Comment Form
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02 November 2020

Mr Gielie Hanekom

Landowner

Farms: Drie Roode Heuvels 180 & Schalkwykskraal 204

By e-mail: soverby@adept.co.za

Dear Mr Hanekom,

GRID CONNECTION INFRASTRUCTURE, INCLUDING 132KV OVERHEAD POWERLINE, SWITCHING

STATION AND ANCILLARIES, FOR THE GREAT KAROO WIND FARM, NORTHERN CAPE

NOTIFICATION OF BASIC ASSESSMENT AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS and

AVAILABILITY OF THE BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT

Great Karoo Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd proposes the construction and operation of grid connection

infrastructure required to connect and evacuate the generated power of the authorised Great

Karoo Wind Farm to the national electricity grid. The project is located ~44km south of Sutherland

and ~50km north of Matjiesfontein within the Northern Cape Province and falls within the Namakwa

District Municipality and the Karoo Hoogland Local Municipality. The affected properties include:

 Farm Kentucky 206;

 Remainder of Portion 1 of the Farm Orange Fontein 203; and

 The Farm De Hoop 202.

The grid connection infrastructure required includes a switching station (up to 100mx100m) to be

developed adjacent to the authorised Great Karoo Wind Farm substation and a 132kV double- or

single-circuit overhead powerline (up to 14km in length) connecting to the Eskom Hidden Valley

substation (currently under construction to the west of Great Karoo wind farm). The pylon structures

of the power line will be up to 32m high and the power line will be developed within the servitude of

up to 40m wide. A grid connection corridor of 300m-750m wide for the power line and a 500m

corridor for the switching station has been identified and assessed for the grid connection

infrastructure.

The switching station will be accessed via the authorised access road to the Great Karoo Wind Farm

substation. A service track along the length of the power line servitude of up to 6m wide will be

established to allow for large crane movement. This track will be rehabilitated following the

construction phase to a typical ‘jeep’ track (i.e. off-road track) for use during operation. Other

associated infrastructure includes permanent drainage line crossing infrastructure (culverts) and
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temporary laydown area/s that will be rehabilitated upon completion of the construction phase. All

grid connection infrastructure will be positioned inside the assessment corridor, outside of identified

environmental sensitive areas.

BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS

The proposed development is subject to the requirements of the Environmental Impact Assessment

(EIA) Regulations of 2014 published in terms of Section 24(5) of NEMA. In terms of the EIA Regulations

of 2014, as amended, and promulgated under Sections 24 and 24D of the NEMA, various aspects of

the project are listed as activities that may have an impact on the environment. Due to the

triggering of GNR 327, Listing Notice 1, Activities 11(i), 12(ii), 19, 27 (i) and 28(ii), as well as GNR 327,

Listing Notice 3, Activities 4, 12 and 14 amongst others, of the EIA Regulations 2014 (as amended), a

Basic Assessment process must be undertaken in order to obtain Environmental Authorisation for the

construction and operation of the Grid Connection infrastructure for the Great Karoo Wind Farm.

In terms of Sections 24 and 24D of NEMA, as read with the EIA Regulations 2014 of GNR 324 – R327,

a Basic Assessment process is required to obtain Environmental Authorisation. An application for

Environmental Authorisation has been lodged with the Department of Environment, Forestry and

Fisheries (DEFF), as the competent authority. Savannah Environmental was appointed as the

independent environmental consultant to undertake the Basic Assessment and public participation

process for the project to identify and assess all potential environmental impacts associated with

the proposed project and recommend appropriate mitigation measures in the Environmental

Management Programme (EMPr).

You, as a landowner, has been identified as a directly affected or adjacent property owners that

could be impacted by the proposed Grid Connection infrastructure for the Great Karoo Wind Farm.

The EIA Regulations require that the owner or person in control of the land as well as occupiers of

the affected and adjacent properties, which could be impacted by the project, are informed of

the environmental assessment process, in writing. In this regard, please could you kindly inform any

other person (tenants, employees, farm managers and workers, etc.) residing on your property of

this Basic Assessment process. Should you or any other occupier of your property have an interest

in this project, please register yourselves as an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) by completing

and returning the attached stakeholder registration / comment form. By registering on the project

database, you will receive all information relating to this project.

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PROCESS

The public participation (PP) process will be undertaken in accordance with the requirements of

Regulations 39 to 44 of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014, as amended,

(GNR 326). The aim of the public participation process is primarily to ensure that:

» information containing all relevant facts in respect of the proposed project is made available to

potential stakeholders and I&APs

» participation by I&APs is facilitated in such a manner that all potential stakeholders and I&APs

are provided with a reasonable opportunity to comment on the proposed project; and

» comments received from potential stakeholders and I&APs are recorded and incorporated into

the EIA process.



The restrictions enforced in terms of Government Gazette 43096 which placed the country in a

national state of disaster limiting the movement and gathering of people to curb the spread of the

COVID-19 virus has placed some limitations on how public consultation can be conducted as part

of a BA process. The consultation process for these projects has been designed considering these

limitations, and the implementation is in line with our public participation plan (PP Plan), as approved

by the DEFF. Our PP Plan is in compliance with the DEFF’s Directions issued on the 5th of June 2020.

One of our approved consultation methods is for you to visit our online stakeholder engagement

platform, register your interest in the project/s, and view project documentation: visit

https://www.savannahsa.com/public-documents/grid-infrastructure/great-karoo-wef-grid-

connection/. The release code to download the public documents is: 9Q%+ec

Alternative means of undertaking consultation have been designed to ensure that I&APs are

afforded sufficient opportunity to raise comments on the project, predominately through an

interactive web-based platform readily available and accessible to any person with interest in the

project, enabling the public participation process to be undertaken in line with Regulations 41 to 44

of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended. This online stakeholder engagement platform allows the

EAP to visually present details regarding the project and our consultation documentation, including

project maps and plans, presentations and posters regarding the project, and reports available for

review. The use of online tools enables stakeholders and I&APs to explore the project-specific

content in their own time, and allows participation in the consultation process in a meaningful way.

The online platform allows for instant feedback and comments to be submitted, in so doing saving

time for the stakeholder and also giving the assurance that their comments have been submitted

for inclusion in the project reporting.

The benefits of the online stakeholder engagement platform include:

» Ability to create a dedicated project-specific online platform to enable easy access to project-

related information.

» Ability to reach a wider audience, allowing more widespread consultation for major

infrastructure projects.

» Allowing stakeholders and I&APs the opportunity to engage on a project without leaving their

office or home.

» Enabling stakeholders and I&APs to register their interest in a project (for inclusion on the project

database), and automatically gaining access to comprehensive project documentation.

» Enabling the EAP to maintain a complete database of I&APs through maintaining a record of

persons accessing the online stakeholder consultation platform.

» Enabling the EAP and stakeholders/I&APs to meet virtually.

» Provides a resilient solution to a public consultation process.

AVAILABILITY OF BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT

This letter serves to inform you, as a landowner, that the Basic Assessment Report (BAR),

Environmental Management Programmes (EMPRs) and associated appendices for the proposed

project are available for your review and comment from Tuesday, 03 November until Thursday, 03

December 2020. The report is available for download from our website / stakeholder engagement

platform on the above-mentioned link.

The restrictions enforced in terms of Government Gazette 43096 which placed the country in a

national state of disaster limiting the movement and gathering of people to curb the spread of the

COVID-19 virus has placed some limitations on making hard copies of the BAR and EMPRs available



at public places such as libraries and municipal offices. As per our approved public participation

plan submitted to DEFF, you can also request that an electronic copy of the BAR be send to you via

file transfer services such as WeTransfer or Dropbox or a compact disk (CD).

Please submit your written comments on the BAR, EMPr and associated appendices to Nicolene

Venter or Ronald Baloyi by latest Thursday, 03 December 2020 via our website / stakeholder

engagement platform (link provided above) or via:

 Telephone: 011 656 3237

 Mobile: 060 978 8396 (including message)

 Fax: 086 684 0547

 Post: PO Box 148, Sunninghill, 2157

 E-mail: publicprocess@savannahsa.com

All comments received during the 30-day review and comment period will be recorded and

included in the Final BAR for submission to DEFF in line with Regulation 44 of the EIA Regulations, 2014,

as amended (GN R326).

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require additional information and/or clarification

regarding the project. Our team welcomes your participation and look forward to your involvement

throughout this process.

Kind regards,

Nicolene Venter

Public Participation and Social Consultant

E-mail: publicprocess@savannahsa.com

Documents: Registration and Comment Form
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02 November 2020

Mr Hilletje Jordaan

Landowner

Farms: Leeuwhoek 183 & Orangie Fontein 203

By e-mail: deplaat@roggeveld.co.za

Dear Mr Jordaan,

GRID CONNECTION INFRASTRUCTURE, INCLUDING 132KV OVERHEAD POWERLINE, SWITCHING

STATION AND ANCILLARIES, FOR THE GREAT KAROO WIND FARM, NORTHERN CAPE

NOTIFICATION OF BASIC ASSESSMENT AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS and

AVAILABILITY OF THE BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT

Great Karoo Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd proposes the construction and operation of grid connection

infrastructure required to connect and evacuate the generated power of the authorised Great

Karoo Wind Farm to the national electricity grid. The project is located ~44km south of Sutherland

and ~50km north of Matjiesfontein within the Northern Cape Province and falls within the Namakwa

District Municipality and the Karoo Hoogland Local Municipality. The affected properties include:

 Farm Kentucky 206;

 Remainder of Portion 1 of the Farm Orange Fontein 203; and

 The Farm De Hoop 202.

The grid connection infrastructure required includes a switching station (up to 100mx100m) to be

developed adjacent to the authorised Great Karoo Wind Farm substation and a 132kV double- or

single-circuit overhead powerline (up to 14km in length) connecting to the Eskom Hidden Valley

substation (currently under construction to the west of Great Karoo wind farm). The pylon structures

of the power line will be up to 32m high and the power line will be developed within the servitude of

up to 40m wide. A grid connection corridor of 300m-750m wide for the power line and a 500m

corridor for the switching station has been identified and assessed for the grid connection

infrastructure.

The switching station will be accessed via the authorised access road to the Great Karoo Wind Farm

substation. A service track along the length of the power line servitude of up to 6m wide will be

established to allow for large crane movement. This track will be rehabilitated following the

construction phase to a typical ‘jeep’ track (i.e. off-road track) for use during operation. Other

associated infrastructure includes permanent drainage line crossing infrastructure (culverts) and
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temporary laydown area/s that will be rehabilitated upon completion of the construction phase. All

grid connection infrastructure will be positioned inside the assessment corridor, outside of identified

environmental sensitive areas.

BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS

The proposed development is subject to the requirements of the Environmental Impact Assessment

(EIA) Regulations of 2014 published in terms of Section 24(5) of NEMA. In terms of the EIA Regulations

of 2014, as amended, and promulgated under Sections 24 and 24D of the NEMA, various aspects of

the project are listed as activities that may have an impact on the environment. Due to the

triggering of GNR 327, Listing Notice 1, Activities 11(i), 12(ii), 19, 27 (i) and 28(ii), as well as GNR 327,

Listing Notice 3, Activities 4, 12 and 14 amongst others, of the EIA Regulations 2014 (as amended), a

Basic Assessment process must be undertaken in order to obtain Environmental Authorisation for the

construction and operation of the Grid Connection infrastructure for the Great Karoo Wind Farm.

In terms of Sections 24 and 24D of NEMA, as read with the EIA Regulations 2014 of GNR 324 – R327,

a Basic Assessment process is required to obtain Environmental Authorisation. An application for

Environmental Authorisation has been lodged with the Department of Environment, Forestry and

Fisheries (DEFF), as the competent authority. Savannah Environmental was appointed as the

independent environmental consultant to undertake the Basic Assessment and public participation

process for the project to identify and assess all potential environmental impacts associated with

the proposed project and recommend appropriate mitigation measures in the Environmental

Management Programme (EMPr).

You, as a landowner, has been identified as a directly affected or adjacent property owners that

could be impacted by the proposed Grid Connection infrastructure for the Great Karoo Wind Farm.

The EIA Regulations require that the owner or person in control of the land as well as occupiers of

the affected and adjacent properties, which could be impacted by the project, are informed of

the environmental assessment process, in writing. In this regard, please could you kindly inform any

other person (tenants, employees, farm managers and workers, etc.) residing on your property of

this Basic Assessment process. Should you or any other occupier of your property have an interest

in this project, please register yourselves as an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) by completing

and returning the attached stakeholder registration / comment form. By registering on the project

database, you will receive all information relating to this project.

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PROCESS

The public participation (PP) process will be undertaken in accordance with the requirements of

Regulations 39 to 44 of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014, as amended,

(GNR 326). The aim of the public participation process is primarily to ensure that:

» information containing all relevant facts in respect of the proposed project is made available to

potential stakeholders and I&APs

» participation by I&APs is facilitated in such a manner that all potential stakeholders and I&APs

are provided with a reasonable opportunity to comment on the proposed project; and

» comments received from potential stakeholders and I&APs are recorded and incorporated into

the EIA process.



The restrictions enforced in terms of Government Gazette 43096 which placed the country in a

national state of disaster limiting the movement and gathering of people to curb the spread of the

COVID-19 virus has placed some limitations on how public consultation can be conducted as part

of a BA process. The consultation process for these projects has been designed considering these

limitations, and the implementation is in line with our public participation plan (PP Plan), as approved

by the DEFF. Our PP Plan is in compliance with the DEFF’s Directions issued on the 5th of June 2020.

One of our approved consultation methods is for you to visit our online stakeholder engagement

platform, register your interest in the project/s, and view project documentation: visit

https://www.savannahsa.com/public-documents/grid-infrastructure/great-karoo-wef-grid-

connection/. The release code to download the public documents is: 9Q%+ec

Alternative means of undertaking consultation have been designed to ensure that I&APs are

afforded sufficient opportunity to raise comments on the project, predominately through an

interactive web-based platform readily available and accessible to any person with interest in the

project, enabling the public participation process to be undertaken in line with Regulations 41 to 44

of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended. This online stakeholder engagement platform allows the

EAP to visually present details regarding the project and our consultation documentation, including

project maps and plans, presentations and posters regarding the project, and reports available for

review. The use of online tools enables stakeholders and I&APs to explore the project-specific

content in their own time, and allows participation in the consultation process in a meaningful way.

The online platform allows for instant feedback and comments to be submitted, in so doing saving

time for the stakeholder and also giving the assurance that their comments have been submitted

for inclusion in the project reporting.

The benefits of the online stakeholder engagement platform include:

» Ability to create a dedicated project-specific online platform to enable easy access to project-

related information.

» Ability to reach a wider audience, allowing more widespread consultation for major

infrastructure projects.

» Allowing stakeholders and I&APs the opportunity to engage on a project without leaving their

office or home.

» Enabling stakeholders and I&APs to register their interest in a project (for inclusion on the project

database), and automatically gaining access to comprehensive project documentation.

» Enabling the EAP to maintain a complete database of I&APs through maintaining a record of

persons accessing the online stakeholder consultation platform.

» Enabling the EAP and stakeholders/I&APs to meet virtually.

» Provides a resilient solution to a public consultation process.

AVAILABILITY OF BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT

This letter serves to inform you, as a landowner, that the Basic Assessment Report (BAR),

Environmental Management Programmes (EMPRs) and associated appendices for the proposed

project are available for your review and comment from Tuesday, 03 November until Thursday, 03

December 2020. The report is available for download from our website / stakeholder engagement

platform on the above-mentioned link.

The restrictions enforced in terms of Government Gazette 43096 which placed the country in a

national state of disaster limiting the movement and gathering of people to curb the spread of the

COVID-19 virus has placed some limitations on making hard copies of the BAR and EMPRs available



at public places such as libraries and municipal offices. As per our approved public participation

plan submitted to DEFF, you can also request that an electronic copy of the BAR be send to you via

file transfer services such as WeTransfer or Dropbox or a compact disk (CD).

Please submit your written comments on the BAR, EMPr and associated appendices to Nicolene

Venter or Ronald Baloyi by latest Thursday, 03 December 2020 via our website / stakeholder

engagement platform (link provided above) or via:

 Telephone: 011 656 3237

 Mobile: 060 978 8396 (including message)

 Fax: 086 684 0547

 Post: PO Box 148, Sunninghill, 2157

 E-mail: publicprocess@savannahsa.com

All comments received during the 30-day review and comment period will be recorded and

included in the Final BAR for submission to DEFF in line with Regulation 44 of the EIA Regulations, 2014,

as amended (GN R326).

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require additional information and/or clarification

regarding the project. Our team welcomes your participation and look forward to your involvement

throughout this process.

Kind regards,

Nicolene Venter

Public Participation and Social Consultant

E-mail: publicprocess@savannahsa.com

Documents: Registration and Comment Form
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02 November 2020

Mr Eldri & Mrs Judith van Zyl

Landowner

Farm: Kentuky 206

By e-mail: deplaat@roggeveld.co.za

Dear Mr & Mrs Van Zyl,

GRID CONNECTION INFRASTRUCTURE, INCLUDING 132KV OVERHEAD POWERLINE, SWITCHING

STATION AND ANCILLARIES, FOR THE GREAT KAROO WIND FARM, NORTHERN CAPE

NOTIFICATION OF BASIC ASSESSMENT AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS and

AVAILABILITY OF THE BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT

Great Karoo Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd proposes the construction and operation of grid connection

infrastructure required to connect and evacuate the generated power of the authorised Great

Karoo Wind Farm to the national electricity grid. The project is located ~44km south of Sutherland

and ~50km north of Matjiesfontein within the Northern Cape Province and falls within the Namakwa

District Municipality and the Karoo Hoogland Local Municipality. The affected properties include:

 Farm Kentucky 206;

 Remainder of Portion 1 of the Farm Orange Fontein 203; and

 The Farm De Hoop 202.

The grid connection infrastructure required includes a switching station (up to 100mx100m) to be

developed adjacent to the authorised Great Karoo Wind Farm substation and a 132kV double- or

single-circuit overhead powerline (up to 14km in length) connecting to the Eskom Hidden Valley

substation (currently under construction to the west of Great Karoo wind farm). The pylon structures

of the power line will be up to 32m high and the power line will be developed within the servitude of

up to 40m wide. A grid connection corridor of 300m-750m wide for the power line and a 500m

corridor for the switching station has been identified and assessed for the grid connection

infrastructure.

The switching station will be accessed via the authorised access road to the Great Karoo Wind Farm

substation. A service track along the length of the power line servitude of up to 6m wide will be

established to allow for large crane movement. This track will be rehabilitated following the

construction phase to a typical ‘jeep’ track (i.e. off-road track) for use during operation. Other

associated infrastructure includes permanent drainage line crossing infrastructure (culverts) and
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temporary laydown area/s that will be rehabilitated upon completion of the construction phase. All

grid connection infrastructure will be positioned inside the assessment corridor, outside of identified

environmental sensitive areas.

BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS

The proposed development is subject to the requirements of the Environmental Impact Assessment

(EIA) Regulations of 2014 published in terms of Section 24(5) of NEMA. In terms of the EIA Regulations

of 2014, as amended, and promulgated under Sections 24 and 24D of the NEMA, various aspects of

the project are listed as activities that may have an impact on the environment. Due to the

triggering of GNR 327, Listing Notice 1, Activities 11(i), 12(ii), 19, 27 (i) and 28(ii), as well as GNR 327,

Listing Notice 3, Activities 4, 12 and 14 amongst others, of the EIA Regulations 2014 (as amended), a

Basic Assessment process must be undertaken in order to obtain Environmental Authorisation for the

construction and operation of the Grid Connection infrastructure for the Great Karoo Wind Farm.

In terms of Sections 24 and 24D of NEMA, as read with the EIA Regulations 2014 of GNR 324 – R327,

a Basic Assessment process is required to obtain Environmental Authorisation. An application for

Environmental Authorisation has been lodged with the Department of Environment, Forestry and

Fisheries (DEFF), as the competent authority. Savannah Environmental was appointed as the

independent environmental consultant to undertake the Basic Assessment and public participation

process for the project to identify and assess all potential environmental impacts associated with

the proposed project and recommend appropriate mitigation measures in the Environmental

Management Programme (EMPr).

You, as a landowner, has been identified as a directly affected or adjacent property owners that

could be impacted by the proposed Grid Connection infrastructure for the Great Karoo Wind Farm.

The EIA Regulations require that the owner or person in control of the land as well as occupiers of

the affected and adjacent properties, which could be impacted by the project, are informed of

the environmental assessment process, in writing. In this regard, please could you kindly inform any

other person (tenants, employees, farm managers and workers, etc.) residing on your property of

this Basic Assessment process. Should you or any other occupier of your property have an interest

in this project, please register yourselves as an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) by completing

and returning the attached stakeholder registration / comment form. By registering on the project

database, you will receive all information relating to this project.

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PROCESS

The public participation (PP) process will be undertaken in accordance with the requirements of

Regulations 39 to 44 of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014, as amended,

(GNR 326). The aim of the public participation process is primarily to ensure that:

» information containing all relevant facts in respect of the proposed project is made available to

potential stakeholders and I&APs

» participation by I&APs is facilitated in such a manner that all potential stakeholders and I&APs

are provided with a reasonable opportunity to comment on the proposed project; and

» comments received from potential stakeholders and I&APs are recorded and incorporated into

the EIA process.



The restrictions enforced in terms of Government Gazette 43096 which placed the country in a

national state of disaster limiting the movement and gathering of people to curb the spread of the

COVID-19 virus has placed some limitations on how public consultation can be conducted as part

of a BA process. The consultation process for these projects has been designed considering these

limitations, and the implementation is in line with our public participation plan (PP Plan), as approved

by the DEFF. Our PP Plan is in compliance with the DEFF’s Directions issued on the 5th of June 2020.

One of our approved consultation methods is for you to visit our online stakeholder engagement

platform, register your interest in the project/s, and view project documentation: visit

https://www.savannahsa.com/public-documents/grid-infrastructure/great-karoo-wef-grid-

connection/. The release code to download the public documents is: 9Q%+ec

Alternative means of undertaking consultation have been designed to ensure that I&APs are

afforded sufficient opportunity to raise comments on the project, predominately through an

interactive web-based platform readily available and accessible to any person with interest in the

project, enabling the public participation process to be undertaken in line with Regulations 41 to 44

of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended. This online stakeholder engagement platform allows the

EAP to visually present details regarding the project and our consultation documentation, including

project maps and plans, presentations and posters regarding the project, and reports available for

review. The use of online tools enables stakeholders and I&APs to explore the project-specific

content in their own time, and allows participation in the consultation process in a meaningful way.

The online platform allows for instant feedback and comments to be submitted, in so doing saving

time for the stakeholder and also giving the assurance that their comments have been submitted

for inclusion in the project reporting.

The benefits of the online stakeholder engagement platform include:

» Ability to create a dedicated project-specific online platform to enable easy access to project-

related information.

» Ability to reach a wider audience, allowing more widespread consultation for major

infrastructure projects.

» Allowing stakeholders and I&APs the opportunity to engage on a project without leaving their

office or home.

» Enabling stakeholders and I&APs to register their interest in a project (for inclusion on the project

database), and automatically gaining access to comprehensive project documentation.

» Enabling the EAP to maintain a complete database of I&APs through maintaining a record of

persons accessing the online stakeholder consultation platform.

» Enabling the EAP and stakeholders/I&APs to meet virtually.

» Provides a resilient solution to a public consultation process.

AVAILABILITY OF BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT

This letter serves to inform you, as a landowner, that the Basic Assessment Report (BAR),

Environmental Management Programmes (EMPRs) and associated appendices for the proposed

project are available for your review and comment from Tuesday, 03 November until Thursday, 03

December 2020. The report is available for download from our website / stakeholder engagement

platform on the above-mentioned link.

The restrictions enforced in terms of Government Gazette 43096 which placed the country in a

national state of disaster limiting the movement and gathering of people to curb the spread of the

COVID-19 virus has placed some limitations on making hard copies of the BAR and EMPRs available



at public places such as libraries and municipal offices. As per our approved public participation

plan submitted to DEFF, you can also request that an electronic copy of the BAR be send to you via

file transfer services such as WeTransfer or Dropbox or a compact disk (CD).

Please submit your written comments on the BAR, EMPr and associated appendices to Nicolene

Venter or Ronald Baloyi by latest Thursday, 03 December 2020 via our website / stakeholder

engagement platform (link provided above) or via:

 Telephone: 011 656 3237

 Mobile: 060 978 8396 (including message)

 Fax: 086 684 0547

 Post: PO Box 148, Sunninghill, 2157

 E-mail: publicprocess@savannahsa.com

All comments received during the 30-day review and comment period will be recorded and

included in the Final BAR for submission to DEFF in line with Regulation 44 of the EIA Regulations, 2014,

as amended (GN R326).

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require additional information and/or clarification

regarding the project. Our team welcomes your participation and look forward to your involvement

throughout this process.

Kind regards,

Nicolene Venter

Public Participation and Social Consultant

E-mail: publicprocess@savannahsa.com

Documents: Registration and Comment Form
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02 November 2020

Mr Erasmus van Zyl

Landowner: Dirk van Zyl Trust

Farm: De Hoop 202

By e-mail: fdconradie@roggeveld.co.za

Dear Mr Van Zyl,

GRID CONNECTION INFRASTRUCTURE, INCLUDING 132KV OVERHEAD POWERLINE, SWITCHING

STATION AND ANCILLARIES, FOR THE GREAT KAROO WIND FARM, NORTHERN CAPE

NOTIFICATION OF BASIC ASSESSMENT AND PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS and

AVAILABILITY OF THE BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT

Great Karoo Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd proposes the construction and operation of grid connection

infrastructure required to connect and evacuate the generated power of the authorised Great

Karoo Wind Farm to the national electricity grid. The project is located ~44km south of Sutherland

and ~50km north of Matjiesfontein within the Northern Cape Province and falls within the Namakwa

District Municipality and the Karoo Hoogland Local Municipality. The affected properties include:

 Farm Kentucky 206;

 Remainder of Portion 1 of the Farm Orange Fontein 203; and

 The Farm De Hoop 202.

The grid connection infrastructure required includes a switching station (up to 100mx100m) to be

developed adjacent to the authorised Great Karoo Wind Farm substation and a 132kV double- or

single-circuit overhead powerline (up to 14km in length) connecting to the Eskom Hidden Valley

substation (currently under construction to the west of Great Karoo wind farm). The pylon structures

of the power line will be up to 32m high and the power line will be developed within the servitude of

up to 40m wide. A grid connection corridor of 300m-750m wide for the power line and a 500m

corridor for the switching station has been identified and assessed for the grid connection

infrastructure.

The switching station will be accessed via the authorised access road to the Great Karoo Wind Farm

substation. A service track along the length of the power line servitude of up to 6m wide will be

established to allow for large crane movement. This track will be rehabilitated following the

construction phase to a typical ‘jeep’ track (i.e. off-road track) for use during operation. Other

associated infrastructure includes permanent drainage line crossing infrastructure (culverts) and
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temporary laydown area/s that will be rehabilitated upon completion of the construction phase. All

grid connection infrastructure will be positioned inside the assessment corridor, outside of identified

environmental sensitive areas.

BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS

The proposed development is subject to the requirements of the Environmental Impact Assessment

(EIA) Regulations of 2014 published in terms of Section 24(5) of NEMA. In terms of the EIA Regulations

of 2014, as amended, and promulgated under Sections 24 and 24D of the NEMA, various aspects of

the project are listed as activities that may have an impact on the environment. Due to the

triggering of GNR 327, Listing Notice 1, Activities 11(i), 12(ii), 19, 27 (i) and 28(ii), as well as GNR 327,

Listing Notice 3, Activities 4, 12 and 14 amongst others, of the EIA Regulations 2014 (as amended), a

Basic Assessment process must be undertaken in order to obtain Environmental Authorisation for the

construction and operation of the Grid Connection infrastructure for the Great Karoo Wind Farm.

In terms of Sections 24 and 24D of NEMA, as read with the EIA Regulations 2014 of GNR 324 – R327,

a Basic Assessment process is required to obtain Environmental Authorisation. An application for

Environmental Authorisation has been lodged with the Department of Environment, Forestry and

Fisheries (DEFF), as the competent authority. Savannah Environmental was appointed as the

independent environmental consultant to undertake the Basic Assessment and public participation

process for the project to identify and assess all potential environmental impacts associated with

the proposed project and recommend appropriate mitigation measures in the Environmental

Management Programme (EMPr).

You, as a landowner, has been identified as a directly affected or adjacent property owners that

could be impacted by the proposed Grid Connection infrastructure for the Great Karoo Wind Farm.

The EIA Regulations require that the owner or person in control of the land as well as occupiers of

the affected and adjacent properties, which could be impacted by the project, are informed of

the environmental assessment process, in writing. In this regard, please could you kindly inform any

other person (tenants, employees, farm managers and workers, etc.) residing on your property of

this Basic Assessment process. Should you or any other occupier of your property have an interest

in this project, please register yourselves as an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) by completing

and returning the attached stakeholder registration / comment form. By registering on the project

database, you will receive all information relating to this project.

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PROCESS

The public participation (PP) process will be undertaken in accordance with the requirements of

Regulations 39 to 44 of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014, as amended,

(GNR 326). The aim of the public participation process is primarily to ensure that:

» information containing all relevant facts in respect of the proposed project is made available to

potential stakeholders and I&APs

» participation by I&APs is facilitated in such a manner that all potential stakeholders and I&APs

are provided with a reasonable opportunity to comment on the proposed project; and

» comments received from potential stakeholders and I&APs are recorded and incorporated into

the EIA process.



The restrictions enforced in terms of Government Gazette 43096 which placed the country in a

national state of disaster limiting the movement and gathering of people to curb the spread of the

COVID-19 virus has placed some limitations on how public consultation can be conducted as part

of a BA process. The consultation process for these projects has been designed considering these

limitations, and the implementation is in line with our public participation plan (PP Plan), as approved

by the DEFF. Our PP Plan is in compliance with the DEFF’s Directions issued on the 5th of June 2020.

One of our approved consultation methods is for you to visit our online stakeholder engagement

platform, register your interest in the project/s, and view project documentation: visit

https://www.savannahsa.com/public-documents/grid-infrastructure/great-karoo-wef-grid-

connection/. The release code to download the public documents is: 9Q%+ec

Alternative means of undertaking consultation have been designed to ensure that I&APs are

afforded sufficient opportunity to raise comments on the project, predominately through an

interactive web-based platform readily available and accessible to any person with interest in the

project, enabling the public participation process to be undertaken in line with Regulations 41 to 44

of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended. This online stakeholder engagement platform allows the

EAP to visually present details regarding the project and our consultation documentation, including

project maps and plans, presentations and posters regarding the project, and reports available for

review. The use of online tools enables stakeholders and I&APs to explore the project-specific

content in their own time, and allows participation in the consultation process in a meaningful way.

The online platform allows for instant feedback and comments to be submitted, in so doing saving

time for the stakeholder and also giving the assurance that their comments have been submitted

for inclusion in the project reporting.

The benefits of the online stakeholder engagement platform include:

» Ability to create a dedicated project-specific online platform to enable easy access to project-

related information.

» Ability to reach a wider audience, allowing more widespread consultation for major

infrastructure projects.

» Allowing stakeholders and I&APs the opportunity to engage on a project without leaving their

office or home.

» Enabling stakeholders and I&APs to register their interest in a project (for inclusion on the project

database), and automatically gaining access to comprehensive project documentation.

» Enabling the EAP to maintain a complete database of I&APs through maintaining a record of

persons accessing the online stakeholder consultation platform.

» Enabling the EAP and stakeholders/I&APs to meet virtually.

» Provides a resilient solution to a public consultation process.

AVAILABILITY OF BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR REVIEW AND COMMENT

This letter serves to inform you, as a landowner, that the Basic Assessment Report (BAR),

Environmental Management Programmes (EMPRs) and associated appendices for the proposed

project are available for your review and comment from Tuesday, 03 November until Thursday, 03

December 2020. The report is available for download from our website / stakeholder engagement

platform on the above-mentioned link.

The restrictions enforced in terms of Government Gazette 43096 which placed the country in a

national state of disaster limiting the movement and gathering of people to curb the spread of the

COVID-19 virus has placed some limitations on making hard copies of the BAR and EMPRs available



at public places such as libraries and municipal offices. As per our approved public participation

plan submitted to DEFF, you can also request that an electronic copy of the BAR be send to you via

file transfer services such as WeTransfer or Dropbox or a compact disk (CD).

Please submit your written comments on the BAR, EMPr and associated appendices to Nicolene

Venter or Ronald Baloyi by latest Thursday, 03 December 2020 via our website / stakeholder

engagement platform (link provided above) or via:

 Telephone: 011 656 3237

 Mobile: 060 978 8396 (including message)

 Fax: 086 684 0547

 Post: PO Box 148, Sunninghill, 2157

 E-mail: publicprocess@savannahsa.com

All comments received during the 30-day review and comment period will be recorded and

included in the Final BAR for submission to DEFF in line with Regulation 44 of the EIA Regulations, 2014,

as amended (GN R326).

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require additional information and/or clarification

regarding the project. Our team welcomes your participation and look forward to your involvement

throughout this process.

Kind regards,

Nicolene Venter

Public Participation and Social Consultant

E-mail: publicprocess@savannahsa.com

Documents: Registration and Comment Form
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN  

 

GRID CONNECTION INFRASTRUCTURE, INCLUDING 132KV OVERHEAD POWERLINE, SWITCHING 

STATION AND ANCILLARIES, FOR THE GREAT KAROO WIND FARM, NORTHERN CAPE 

 

October 2020 

 

 

The restrictions enforced in terms of Government Gazette 43096 which placed the country in a national state 

of disaster limiting the movement of people to curb the spread of the COVID-19 virus has placed some 

limitations on the commencement and continuation of the public consultation as part of an EIA process.  

Considering these limitations, the following consultation process has been designed and will be 

implemented, on approval by the Department of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries (DEFF), to cater for the 

conducting of the public participation process which includes I&APs, the competent authority, directly 

impacted landowners/occupiers, adjacent landowners/occupiers, relevant Organs of State departments, 

Municipalities, ward councillors and other key stakeholders.   

 

PROJECT DETAILS 

 

Applicant: Great Karoo Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd. 

 

Great Karoo Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd, proposes the development of specific grid connection infrastructure 

required to connect and evacuate the generated power of the authorised Great Karoo Wind Farm (DEA 

Ref No. 12/12/20/2370/3) to the national electricity grid.  Following consultation with Eskom, it has been 

confirmed that the Great Karoo Wind Farm must connect to the Hidden Valley substation located at the 

ACED Renewables Hidden Valley (Karusa) Wind Farm, which is currently under construction, to the west of 

Great Karoo Wind Farm.  The project is located ~44km south of Sutherland and ~50km north of Matjiesfontein 

within the Northern Cape Province and falls within the Namakwa District Municipality and the Karoo 

Hoogland Local Municipality. 

 

The grid connection infrastructure required includes a switching station (up to 100m x 100m which is 2ha) to 

be developed adjacent to the authorised Great Karoo Wind Farm on-site substation.  A 132kV double- or 

single-circuit overhead powerline, with a length of up to 14km, will connect the proposed switching station 

to the Eskom Hidden Valley substation.  The pylon structures of the power line will be up to 32m high and the 

power line will be developed within the servitude of up to 40m wide.   

 

A grid connection corridor of 300m has been identified for the power line, which widens to ~740m wide for 

the eastern section of the powerline to allow for consideration of alternatives. A 500m assessment area 

around the wind farm substation has been considered for the placement of the switching station. 

Collectively, these assessment areas are referred to as the “development envelope”. The proposed 

infrastructure will be appropriately placed within the development envelope, outside of identified 

environmental sensitive areas.   

 

Where possible, the switching station will be accessed via the authorised access road to the Great Karoo 

Wind Farm substation. However, where this is not feasible an access road along the length of the power line 

servitude, of up to 4m wide, will be required to allow for large crane movement during construction.  Other 
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associated infrastructure includes drainage line crossing infrastructure (culverts) and temporary laydown 

area/s that will be rehabilitated upon completion of the construction phase.  

 

Two power line alternatives are being considered for the project which are near the starting point of the 

power line at the proposed switching station.  Both alternatives are assessed equally as part of the Basic 

Assessment process. The alternative that will be developed will depend on the final placement of turbines 

at the Great Karoo Wind Farm, since the powerline will need to be routed between the turbines (the final 

turbine positions will only be confirmed closer to the time of wind farm construction in which Eskom setback 

requirements will also need to be catered for). It is therefore requested that both alternatives be approved, 

on condition that only one of the alternatives will be developed. 

  

The grid connection infrastructure will be located within three affected properties: 

» Farm Kentucky No. 206; 

» Portion 1 of the Farm Orange Fontein No. 203; and 

» Remaining Extent of the Farm De Hoop No. 202. 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN 

 

The public participation (PP) process will be undertaken in accordance with the requirements of  

Regulations 39 to 44 of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014, as amended, (GNR 

326) and the Department of Environmental Affairs Public Participation Guideline 2017.  The aim of the public 

participation process is primarily to ensure that: 

 

» information containing all relevant facts in respect of the proposed project is made available to potential 

stakeholders and I&APs; 

» participation by I&APs is facilitated in such a manner that all potential stakeholders and I&APs are 

provided with a reasonable opportunity to comment on the proposed project; and 

» comments received from potential stakeholders and I&APs are recorded and incorporated into the EIA 

process. 

 

The traditional means and opportunities available for the undertaking of public participation are still covered 

and implemented as part of this plan.  Alternative means of undertaking consultation has been designed 

and will be implemented by Savannah Environmental to ensure that I&APs are afforded sufficient 

opportunity to raise comments on the project through an interactive web-based platform readily available 

and accessible to any person illustrating interest in the project and enables the public participation process 

to be undertaken in line with Regulations 41 to 44 of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended.  This online 

stakeholder engagement platform allows the EAP to visually present details regarding the project and our 

consultation documentation, including project maps and plans, presentations and posters regarding the 

project, and reports available for review.  The use of online tools enables stakeholders and I&APs to explore 

the project-specific content in their own time and allow them to participate in a meaningful way in the 

consultation process.  The online platform allows for instant feedback and comments to be submitted, in so 

doing saving time for the stakeholder and also giving the assurance that their comments have been 

submitted for inclusion in the project reporting.  The online stakeholder engagement platform considers the 

limitations applied by the Disaster Management Act Regulations prohibiting the gathering of people, as well 

as limitations which certain I&APs may have in terms of access to computers and internet as well as access 

to public spaces not open for operation or which have restricted access.  
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The benefits of the online stakeholder engagement platform include: 

 

» Ability to create a dedicated project-specific online platform to enable easy access to project-related 

information. 

» Ability to reach a wider audience, allowing more widespread consultation for major infrastructure 

projects. 

» Allowing stakeholders and I&APs the opportunity to engage on a project without leaving their office or 

home. 

» Enabling stakeholders and I&APs to register their interest in a project (for inclusion on the project 

database), and automatically gaining access to comprehensive project documentation. 

» Enabling the EAP to maintain a complete database of I&APs through maintaining a record of persons 

accessing the online stakeholder consultation platform. 

» Enabling the EAP and stakeholders/I&APs to meet virtually. 

» Provides a resilient solution to a public consultation process.   

 

Where I&APs do not have the applicable facilities i.e. access to internet, mobile phones, or computers, 

provision has been made to include these I&APs in the consultation process by consulting with the Ward 

Councillor, the ward committee members, community representatives and local community forum 

members. 

 

The schematic illustration below provides an overview of the tools that are available to I&APs and 

stakeholders to access project information and interact with the public participation team to obtain project 

information and resolve any queries that may arise, and to meet the requirements for public participation.  
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The PP plan, as set out in the table below, has been drafted for the above-mentioned project to ensure 

compliance with the requirements of the EIA Regulations and that reasonable opportunity is provided to 

I&APs and that all administrative actions are reasonable.  Proof of all notifications will be included in the 

public participation appendix included in the Basic Assessment report. 

 

The PP plan is submitted to the DEFF for discussion and approval before the PP process is undertaken for the 

proposed project. 

 

 

•Register as an I&AP on the online platform or via completion
of a form and provison of contact information, by
responding to an advert, or sending a 'please call me' which
will be responded to with a telephone call.

•State interest in the project.

•Receive all project related information via email, post or
other appropriate means.

i. Stakeholder identification and 
register of I&APs

•Advertisements, site notices and notifications provide
information and details on the project and where to access
project information.

•Notifications regarding the EIA process and availability of
project reports for public review to be sent via email, post or
SMS notifications.

ii. Advertisments and notifications

•Submission of comments or queries via the online platform,
email or post to the PP team.

•Virtual presentations available via the online platform.

•Availability of project information via the online platform,
email, post and telephonic platforms such as WhatsApp,
and including telephonic discussions to provide description
of information verbally.

•An opportunity for I&APs and stakeholders to request
virtual meetings with the project team.

iii. Public Involvement and consultation

•Availability of the project reports via the online platform for
30-day comment period. Hard copies to be avaiable only
where sanitary conditions can be assured.

•Submission of comments via the online platform, email or
post to the PP team.

•Comments recorded and responded to, as part of the
process.

iv. Comment on the BA Report

•Comments and Responses Report, including all comments
received to be included in the reporting.

•Comments received prior to report release for review to be
included in draft reports.

•Comments received during full process to be included
within the final Report for decision-making.

v. Identification and recording of 
comments



Public Participation Plan during COVID-19 

Great Karoo Power Line and Switching Station, Northern Cape 

5 

Public Participation Plan: Discussion of approach and methodology to meet the requirements of the Regulations 

Regulation Approach & Methodology to meet requirements 

Regulation 40(1), Regulation 40(3) & Regulation 43 – provide all 

potential or registered interested and affected parties, 

including the competent authority, access to project related 

information, access to the BA report which will be made 

available for a period of at least 30 days to submit comments 

on draft reports prior to submission of final reports for decision-

making.  

Notification of Basic Assessment (BA) process to be undertaken for application for Environmental Authorisation 

(EA) to be distributed using the following means: 

» E-mail 

» Dedicated project page on the Savannah Environmental online stakeholder engagement platform 

» Post 

» Process notices placed on site at locations that are accessible to I&APs 

» Advertisement in the printed media.  

 

Notification of availability of reports and period for review using the following means: 

» Newspaper adverts, including details of where the reports can be accessed and details of the Savannah 

Environmental website. 

» Notification letter (to be sent via email, fax or post) to registered I&APs. 

» Notifications to communities via Ward Councillors, ward committee members, identified and confirmed 

community representatives, and local community forum members. 

» SMS and/ or WhatsApp notifications where no other means are available. 

 

Availability of reports for review and comment: 

» Reports available on the Savannah Environmental website for download.  Access to the report is 

monitored through an electronic gateway (where access is requested by the I&AP) so that accurate 

records of persons accessing the reports can be maintained.  

» Electronic copies can be made available to parties via a secure Dropbox link (or other means) that will 

be emailed upon request for the documentation. 

» CDs to be posted, if requested. 

» Hard copy reports to be available only where appropriate sanitary conditions can be maintained.   

» Reports will be submitted to the DEFF using the DEFF online portal. 

» Reports will be submitted to Organs of State and commenting authorities via an agreed electronic 

platform (such as on CD, or via a secure Dropbox link or WeTransfer, etc.). 

 

Submission of comments to PP team: 

» Comments will be able to be submitted directly to the PP team using the Savannah Environmental online 

stakeholder engagement platform.   
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Regulation Approach & Methodology to meet requirements 

» The online platform allows for feedback and comments to be submitted by I&APs, in so doing saving time 

for the stakeholder and also giving the assurance that their comments have been submitted for inclusion 

in the project reporting.  

» Written comments can also be submitted via email, post or fax. 

» Any comments provided telephonically or via instant message will be transcribed and recorded as formal 

comments.   

 

Opportunity and means of consultation where applicable facilities are not available to I&APs: 

» Post. 

» Placement of process notices at accessible locations in the study area. 

» Placement of site notices on all affected properties. 

» Advertisement in printed media (local newspaper). 

» Consultation and communication through the ward councillor, ward committee members and 

confirmed community representatives and local community forum members. 

» SMS or WhatsApp notification. 

» CDs to be posted, if requested (and where a computer is available).  

» Hard copy report where sanitary conditions can be maintained. 

Regulation 40(2) - Provide access to all project information that 

has the potential to influence any decision regarding the 

application, unless protected by law, and must include 

consultation with Competent Authority, Organs of State & 

registered I&APs. 

 

Regulation 41(6) – Relevant information available and 

accessible 

Provision of project information and consultation via various means including: 

» Telephonic consultation. 

» Email correspondence. 

» Correspondence sent via post. 

» SMS and/or WhatsApp. 

» The Savannah Environmental online stakeholder engagement platform will ensure that I&APs are 

afforded sufficient opportunity to participate in the project and raise comments on the project to any 

person with interest in the BA process for the project.  This online stakeholder engagement platform which 

will include the following: 

o A means to register on the project database and provide details of their interest in the project. 

o Background information on the project. 

o Project maps (including locality map, layout map, sensitivity map, landowner map, etc). 

o Photos of the project sites and surrounds. 

o Presentation with narration providing a summary of the project details and the findings of the BA. 

o Posters providing a summary of the findings of the BA. 

o A means of submitting written comment or queries. 
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Regulation Approach & Methodology to meet requirements 

» Virtual meetings using an appropriate platform agreeable to all parties (such as Zoom or Microsoft 

Teams).  The meetings will be recorded, and the attendees’ details captured in an attendance register.  

Confirmation of their attendance will also be requested by e-mail and the correspondence will be 

included in the report.  Face-to-Face meetings can be undertaken where sanitary conditions can be 

guaranteed. 

» Communities will be consulted via the relevant Ward Councillors, ward committee members, community 

representatives or local community forum members, as determined and confirmed during the 

consultation process. 

 

Opportunity and means of consultation where applicable facilities are not available to I&APs: 

» Telephonic consultation. 

» Post. 

» SMS and/or WhatsApp. 

» Consultation and communication through the ward councillor, ward committee members and 

confirmed community representatives and local community forum members. 

Regulation 41(2)(a) – Site notice » Site notices will be placed at affected properties. 

» Size and content will be in accordance with Regulation 41(3) & 41(4). 

Regulation 41(2)(b) – Written notification to affected and 

neighbouring landowners and occupiers; municipality; ward 

councillors; Organs of State & other parties required by the CA 

» Notification letter to be sent via email, fax or post. 

 

Opportunity and means of consultation where applicable facilities are not available to I&APs: 

» Post. 

» SMS or WhatsApp notification. 

Regulation 41(2)(c) – (e) – Advertisements » Advert to be placed in a local newspaper. 

Regulation 42 – Project database » I&APs to be identified through a process of networking and referral, obtaining information from the 

Savannah Environmental existing stakeholder database, liaison with potentially affected parties in the 

greater surrounding area and a registration process involving the completion of a reply form or response 

to adverts.   

» Organs of State, key stakeholders and affected and surrounding landowners and occupiers will be 

identified and registered on the project database.   

» Other stakeholders will be required to formally register their interest in the project through either directly 

contacting the Savannah Environmental Public Participation team via email or fax or use of the Savannah 

Environmental website.   
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Regulation Approach & Methodology to meet requirements 

» In order to access the Savannah Environmental online stakeholder engagement platform for a specific 

project, I&APs will be required to provide their details such that they are automatically registered on the 

project database. 

» The register of I&APs will contain the names of: 

o all persons who requested to be registered on the database through the use of the Savannah 

Environmental website, or in writing and disclosed their interest in the project; 

o all Organs of State which hold jurisdiction in respect of the activity to which the application relates; 

and 

o all persons who submitted written comments or attended virtual meetings and viewed virtual 

presentations on the Savannah Environmental website during the public participation process. 

» The information captured on the project database will contain the names, organisation and contact 

details, as required.  It must be noted that personal details will not be shared in public documentation in 

accordance with the requirements of the POPI Act. 

 

Opportunity and means of consultation where applicable facilities are not available to I&APs: 

» Process of networking and referral. 

» Telephonic registration. 

» SMS and/or WhatsApp. 

» Fax or post. 

Regulation 44 – Comments to be recorded » Comments will be able to be submitted directly to the PP team using the Savannah Environmental online 

stakeholder engagement platform.  A customised reply form is available on this webpage. 

» The Savannah Environmental online stakeholder engagement platform includes: 

o A means to register on the project database and provide details of their interest in the project. 

o A means of submitting written comment or queries.  

» The online platform allows for feedback and comments to be submitted by I&APs, in so doing saving time 

for the stakeholder and also giving the assurance that their comments have been submitted for inclusion 

in the project reporting.  

» Written comments can also be submitted via email, post or fax. 

» Any comments provided telephonically or via instant message will be transcribed and recorded as formal 

comments.   

» I&APs without the applicable electronic facilities to access the Savannah Environmental website will be 

provided with the opportunity to submit their comments and communicate with the public participation 
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Regulation Approach & Methodology to meet requirements 

team via SMS, WhatsApp or by sending a Please-call-me notification.  These comments will be transcribed 

and recorded as formal comments. 

» All comments received throughout the EIA process will be acknowledged and captured in the comments 

and responses report (C&RR) with a relevant response.   

» The C&RR and all comments received will be included each final report submitted to the CA. 

 

Opportunity and means of consultation where applicable facilities are not available to I&APs: 

» Written comments via post or fax. 

» Comment submission telephonically and instant messaging (SMS and/or WhatsApp). 

» Sending a Please-call-me notification to the Public Participation team so that contact can be made. 

Regulation 4(2) – Notification of decision on application Notification of Environmental Authorisation (EA) using the following means: 

» Notification letter with details as outlined in EA issued will be sent via email, fax or post.   

» Notification will be available on the Savannah Environmental website. 

» Notifications that the EA has been issued and where to download and/or obtain a copy to communities 

via Ward Councillor and his/her ward committee members and identified and confirmed community 

representatives. 

» SMS or WhatsApp notification.  

 

Opportunity and means of consultation where applicable facilities are not available to I&APs: 

» Post. 

» Communication through the ward councillor, ward committee members and confirmed community 

representatives and local community forum members. 

» SMS and/or WhatsApp. 
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Gideon Raath

From: Samkelisiwe Dlamini <SDlamini@environment.gov.za>

Sent: Monday, 02 November 2020 10:18

To: Lisa Opperman; Masina Litsoane

Cc: Stephnie Kot; Gideon Raath; Jo-Anne Thomas

Subject: RE: Pre-application meeting: 2020-10-0016 - Grid connection infrastructure, 

including 132kV Overhead Powerline, Switching Station and ancillaries, for the Great 

Karoo Wind Farm, Northern Cape

Dear Lisa 

  

THE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN FOR THE PROPOSED GRID CONNECTION INFRASTRUCTURE, INCLUDING 132KV 

OVERHEAD POWERLINE, SWITCHING STATION AND ANCILLARIES, FOR THE GREAT KAROO WIND FARM, NORTHERN 

CAPE and received on the 27 October 2020 refers. 

  

The Department has evaluated the Public Participation Plan which is submitted as per Minister Directive dated 05 

June 2020 in response to Covid-19 pandemic and hereby approves  the plan for the abovementioned project. 

  

Please ensure that all correspondence to be sent to I&APs must clearly specify the dates when comments on the 

report should be submitted. Further, should there be a need to for a meetings from I&APs, the meeting can take 

place via virtual platforms such as Microsoft Teams.  

  

You may proceed with the public participation process in accordance with the tasks contemplated in the PPP plan. 

Should you wish to deviate from the submitted PPP Plan, the amended PPP Plan must be submitted to the 

Department for approval prior commencement. 

  

You are hereby reminded of Section 24F of the National Environmental Management Act 1998 (Act No. 107 of 

1998), as amended, that no activity may commence prior to an Environmental Authorization being granted by the 

Department. 

  

Do not hesitate to contact me if you need further clarity 

  

Regards 

Samke 

  

National Infrastructure Projects  

Department of Environmental Affairs 

473 Steve Biko Road  

Arcadia  

Tel: 012399 9379 

  

  

  

From: Lisa Opperman [mailto:lisa.o@savannahsa.com]  

Sent: Tuesday, October 27, 2020 7:19 AM 

To: Masina Litsoane <MLitsoane@environment.gov.za>; Samkelisiwe Dlamini <SDlamini@environment.gov.za> 

Cc: Stephnie Kot <stephnie.kot@aced.co.za>; Gideon Raath <gideon@savannahsa.com>; Jo-Anne Thomas 

<joanne@savannahsa.com> 

Subject: Pre-application meeting: 2020-10-0016 - Grid connection infrastructure, including 132kV Overhead 

Powerline, Switching Station and ancillaries, for the Great Karoo Wind Farm, Northern Cape 

Importance: High 

  

  

Gideon
Highlight
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Dear Masina and Samkelisiwe,  

  

Thank you for the pre-application meeting yesterday for the Grid Connection Infrastructure for the Great Karoo 

Wind Farm.  

  

As agreed in the meeting, please find herewith attached the notes for the record of the meeting. Further to this, I 

have also attached the Public Participation Plan for approval, as was submitted with the Pre-App meeting 

request.  Please can you advise whether you have any queries on the plan and whether the plan is approved.  

  

Also, just a reminder on the clarification required in terms of the alternatives as indicated in the second last point on 

page 3 of the notes.  

  

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have any further queries in this regard.  

  

I look forward to hearing from you.  

  

Kind regards 

Lisa 

  

 

 

 

Lisa Opperman 
Environmental Consultant  

 t: +27 (0) 11 656 3237 

f: +27 (0) 86 684 0547 
e: lisa.o@savannahsa.com 

c: +27 (0) 84 920 3111 

   

SAWEA Award for Leading Environmental Consultant on Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015

 

 

'Please consider the environment before you print this email'  
'Please consider the environment before you print this email'  

Disclaimer 

This message and any attachments transmitted with it are intended solely for the addressee(s) and may be legally  
privileged and/or confidential. If you have received this message in error please destroy it and notify the sender. Any  
unauthorized usage, disclosure, alteration or dissemination is prohibited. The Department of Environmental Affairs accepts  
no responsibility for any loss whether it be direct, indirect or consequential, arising from information made available and  
actions resulting there from. The views and opinions expressed in this e-mail message may not necessarily be those of  
Management.. 
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