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Mr Sheldon Vandrey
Hartsbeasthosk Wind Power {Ply) Ld
PO Box 71664

PORT ELIZABETH

6001

Telephone Number; (041) 506 4500
Email Address: heldon.vap f-re.co.za

PER EMAIL / MAIL
Dear Mr Vandrey

APPLICATION FOR A spLT BASED ON THE APPEAL DECISION OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL
AUTHORISATION 1SSUED QN 28 JUNE 2018 FOR THE PROPOSED 74.4Mw HARTEBEESTHOEK WEST
WIND ENERGY FACILITY (HBH WEST WEF) AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE NEAR NOUPOORT
WITHIN THE UMSOMBOMVY AND INXUBA YETHEMBA LOCAL MUNICIPALITIES |N THE NORTHERN
CAPE AND EASTERN CAPE PROVINCES

With reference to the abowe application and the appeal decision Issued by Honourabig Minster Creecy on the
07 June 2021, please be advised that the Depariment hag daecided to grant authorisation. The Environmental
Authorisation (EA) ang reasons for the decision are attacheqd herewith, Pisase note that this EA replaces the
previous EA refarence- 1411211613131211028/2AM1,

In terms of Regulation 4(2) of the Environmental Impact Assessmant Regulations, 2014, as amended (the EIA
Raguiations), you are instructed to notify al registered intarested and affected parties, in writing and within
fourtaen (14) days of the date of the decision as wel| as the provisions regarding the submisslan of appeals that
are contained in the Regulations.

In terms of the Promotion of Administrative Justice Act, Act No. 3 of 2000, you are entitied to the right to falr,

Your attention is drawn to Chepter 2 of National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998 National
Appeai Reguiations published under Govemment Notice R983 in Government Gazette No, 38303 dated 08
December 2014 (Nationai Appeal Regulations, 2014), which prescribe the appeal procedure o be followed.
Kindly include a copy of this document (National Appeal Regulations, 201 4} with the letfer of notification to

interestad and affoctsd parties in this matter,

y/B)
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sent to the registered interested and affected parties by the applicant; or the date that the notification of the
decision was sent to the applicant by the Department, whichever is applicable,

Appeais must be submitted in writing in the prescribed form to:
The Director: Appeals and Legal Review of thig Department at the below mentioned addresses,

By emall; appeals@environment.gov.za ;

By hand: Environment House
473 Steve Biko Road
Arcadia
PRETORIA
0083; or

By post: Private Bag X447
PRETORIA
0001

Please note that in terms of Section 43(7) of the National Environmenta] Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1908,
8s amended, the lodging of an appeal will suspend the environmental authorisation or any provision or condition
attached thereto. In the Insiance where an appeal Is lodged, you may not commencs with the activity until such
time that the appeal is finallsed.

To obtain the prescribed appeal form and for guidance on the submission of appeals, please visit the
Department's website at ms:lm.envi[gnmgnt_.gov.zalgg@gntsﬁannsﬂegal authorisations or request a

copy of the documents at appeals@environment.qoy.za .

Yours fatthfully

Department o fry, Fisheries and the Environment

Date: 22/72/ 505/
A Bods | Emall shinb@acscosuing oz |

(o [ABodasly | AowConsutany
| Dineo Molsko Norttern Cape Depriment of Environmrent and Naturs G bon | Emal: dmoieho@ncog sovis -
I_—i. Amos Mpsia

| Umsobomvy Local Munleloality Email: mpala@usscoomywmun coza |
Gerry Pisnaar | DEDEA Emeil: gerry piansar@ideden qov.za I

DFFE Referance: 14/12/16/3/3/2/1026/2 2
APPLICATION FOR A SPLIT BASED ON THE APPEAL DECISION OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED ON 28 JUNE 2018
FOR THE PROPOSED 74 AMW HARTEBEESTHOEK WEST WIND ENERGY FACILITY (HBH WEST WEF} AND ASSOCIATED
INFRASTRUCTURE NEAR NOUPGORT WITHIN THE UMSOMBOMVU AND INXUBA YETHEMBA LOCAL MUNICIPALITIES IN THE
NORTHERN CAPE AND EASTERN CAPE PROVINCES
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Environmental Authorisation

In tarms of Regulation 25 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014, as amended

T4.4MW Hartebeesthoek West Wind Energy Facility. 132kV Grid Connection Transmission Line and

Associated Infrastructure near Noupoort within the Umsobomvu and Inxuba Yethemba Local

Municipalities In the Northern Cape and Eastern Cape Provinces

Pixley ka 8ame and Chris Hanl District Municlpalities

l_Authorisation register number: | 4AEBA0282 0
' Last amended: ' Second Issue (based on appeal decision) |
i Holder of authorisation: | Hartebeesthoak Wind Powsr (Pty) Ltd |

Location of activity: | 47/18Z: CU2100000000016200047
| | 2: G04800000000000200000
| RE/3: C04800000000001300000
1/11: CO4800000000001100001
| RE/13/1:C04800000000000100013
|
| Umsobomvu Local Municipaiity; |
| Inxuba Yethemba Local Municipality;
Pixley ka Seme District Municipality;
| Chris Hani District Municipality; ‘
| Northem Cape Province;
| Eastam Cape Province

This authorisation does not negate the holder of the authorisation’s responsibility to comply with any other
statutory requiraments that may be applicable to the undsrtaking of the activity.



Department of Forestry, Flsherles and the Environment
Environmental Authorisation F=g. No. 14/12/18/3/3/2/1028/2

Decision

The Department is satisfied, on the basis of information avallable to it and subject fo compliance with the
conditions of this Environmental Authorisation, that the applicant should be authorised fo undertske the activities
specified below.

Non-compliance with a condilan of this Environmental Authorisation may result in criminal prosecution or ather
actions provided for In the National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998, as amended and the
EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended.

Details regarding the basls on which the Department reachex this decision are set out in Annexure 1.
Activities authorised

By virtue of the powers conferred on It by the National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998, as
amended and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014, as amended, the Dapartment hereby
authorises -

HARTEBEESTHOEK WIND POWER (PTY) LTD
(hereafter referred to as the holder of the authorisation)
with the following contact detalis —

Mr Sheldon Vandrey

Hartebeesthoek Wind Power (Pty) Ltd
PO Box 71664

PORT ELIZABETH

6001

Telophone Number:  (041) 508 4900
Cell phone Number:  (082) 325 6062
Email Address: Sheldon vendrey@edf-re.co.za




Department of Forastry, Fisheries and the Environment
Environmental Authorisation Reg. Ne. 14/12/16/3/3/2/1028/2

to undertake the following activities (hereafter referred to as “the activity”) indicated in Listing Notice 1, Listing
Notice 2 and Listirig Notice 3 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended:

| Activity number

| Activity description

' GNR. 983 ftem 11;

“The development of facilifias or Infrastructure for the

transmission and distribution of electricify -

{) outside urban areas or Indusirial complexes with
& capacity of mora than 33 but less than 275kV.”

The WEF will require fransmission lines in order fo
connect to the grid. Electrical reticulation will be
installed to transfer electricity from the furbines to
an on-site substation. Cables will be instailed
uriderground where feasible.

‘ GNR. 983 ltem 14:
“The developmenit and related operstion of facilities or
Infrastructure, for the storage, or for the storage and

‘ handling, of a dangerous good, where such storage
oceurs in contalners with a combined capacity of 80
cubic mefers or more but not excesding 500 cuble
meters.”

GN R. 983 Iltem 19:

“The Infiling or depositing of any materie! of more than
10 cubic metres Info, or the dredging, excavafion,

removal or moving of soil, sand, sheils, shelf grit,

pebbles of rock of more than 10 cubic metras from a
walercourse.”

'GNR. 983 ltam 24:
*The development of a road—
() with g reserve wider than 13,5 mefers, or where
no reserve axists where the road Is widsr than 8
metres."

Estimated volume of hazardous materials stored an
site aver a period of 24 months will be 176.64m3 for
the construction phase and 197.62m3 for the
operational phase.

The construction of the WEF would likely include the
excavation of soll in watercourses/drainage line
ameas, and infillng/deposition may exceed 5 cubig
metres and In some instances may exceed 10 cubic
metres. The construction of assoclated
infrastructure, such as access tracks rrossing

watercourses may require excavation and/er infiling
of watercourse areas.

during aperation.

Access roads will be required betwsen turbines.

These roads will ba unsealed and will likely be
between 8 - 14m In width. The roads will be up to
14m wide during construction, but will be reduced




Departrnent of Forestry, Fisherles and the Environiment

Environmental Authorisation Reg. Na, 14/12118/3/3/211028/2

GN R. 983 Item 56:
“The widaning of a roed by more than 6 metres, or tha
lengthening of a road by more than 1 kilometra-
(i} where no reseive exists, where the existing road
is wider then 8 metres; excluding where widening
or lengthening occur Inside urban areas.”

Existing farm access roads may nead to be widened
or lengthenad. These roads wouid cumently have no
road reserve and may be wider than 8 meters in
SOme areas.

GN R. 984 tem 1:

“The development of faciiities or infrastructure for the
genaration of eleciricily from a renewable resource
whera the electricity output Is 20 megawatts or mare.”

The Phezukomoya WEF will consist of a number of
wind turbines for eleciricity generation of more than
20 megawats (up fo 217 MW),

GN R. 984 Item 6:

“The development of facliiies or infrastructurs for any
process or activity which requires a parmit or licence or
an amended pemit or licence in terms of national or
provincial legislation goveming the generstion or
relsase of emissions, polfution or effuent.”

The construction of the WEF may require a Water
Usa License In tems of the Nationai Water Act,
1998 (Act No. 36 of 1998).

GN R. 984 Item 9
“The development of facilities or infrastructure for the

transmission and disiribution of electricity with a
capacity of 275 kilovolfs or more, outside an urban
area or industrial complex.”

The construction of a 132/400kV substation yard at
the proposed Umsobomvi Substation.

GNR. 984 Item 15;

“The cleararice of an area of 20 hectares or more of
indigenous vegelation, exchiding whers such
clearance of indigenous vagetation is required for -

() The undertaking of a linear activity;

(i) Maintenance purposes undertaken in accordance

with a maintenance management plan®

The construction of the WEF will require the
clearance of approximately 150 hactares of
vegetation In fotal across the site.

GN R. 985 ffem 4:
*The deveiopment of a roed wider than 4 meires with
a reserve less than 13, § mefres.
g- Northem Cape:
Outsida uirhan areas:

intemal and extemal access roads wil be
constructed, which are wider than 4m. The ste falls
outside ‘of an urban area and parts of the site fall
within a NPAESF Critical Biodiversity Area in the
Northem Cape.

MJ



Department of Forastry, Fisherles and the Environment
Environmental Authorisation Feo. No. 14/12M6/3/3/2/1028/2

(bb) National Protected Area Expansion Strafegy
Focus areas;

(ee) Critical biodiversify areas as fdentified in
sysfemalic biodiversity plans adopted by the
campetent authority or in bloregional plans.”

GNR.985tem12:

“The clearance of an area of 300 square mefres or
more of indigenous vegefation except where such
Gearance of indigenous vegetation Is required for
mainfenanca purposes undertaken In accordance
with @ malntenance management plan.

g. Northem Cape:

Il.  Within crifical biodiversify areas identified in
bioregional plans.”

'GNR.9851tem 18;

“The widening of a road by more then 4 metres, or the

lengthening of a mad by more than 1 kilometre.

g. Northem Cape:

ii. Outside urban areas;
{bb) National Protected Area Expansion Strafegy
Foeus amas;

(es) Ciitical Blodiversify Areas in systematic
biodiversify plans adopted by the competent
authorify or In bioregional plans.*

The deveiopment will require the clearance of
natural vegetation in excess of 300m2 in areas of
natural vegetation. A portion of the WEF Is located
within a Critical Blodiversity Area in the Northem
Cape.

Existing farm roads may need to be widened or
lengthened. The site lies outside urban areas, and
contains NPAESF and CBAs In the Northem Cape
section.

as described In the ElAr dated March 2018 and the final amendment report dated December 2019 and the
revised final amendment report (RFAR) dated July 2021 at:

Alternative (WEF preferred site) Latitude Longitude
North-West Comer 31"14'26818"S | 24'58' 35.8612"E
North-East Corner 31°14'08.4855"S | 24°50' 46.0334" E
South-West Corner 31°16'21.8496°S | 24'59'00.6203°E |
South-East Corner 31°15'49.4609"'S | 25° 00' 56.5265" E .




Depariment of Forestry, Fisheriea and the Environment
Environmental Authorigation Reg. No. 14/12/16/3/3/2/1028/2

[ Altamative (WEF preferred site) Latitude Longltude

Substation lecatlon (centra poinf)

ar 151.91'S | 24°55'¢4148°E |

' Construction camp/iaydown area | MT2BEAZS  [4SE0TE |

 Prforred powsring oute (prefered altarnatve) —

| Start - | -31.35427 | 2482516 E

Middie 3130288 | 24.87821

| _ | - N ———

End | 31.25263 24.92765

| Accesa to sits |-31.195496_ BRETY 7 T—
N TR .. B 24961488 |

i Access to site

- for the proposed 74.4MW Hartbeesthosk West WEF and assoclated Infrastructure including electrical grid
connection located south of the town of Noupoort, within the Umsobomvu Local Municipality in the Northern

Cape

Province, and within the Inxuba Yethemba Local Municlpallty in the Eastem Cape Province, hereafter

referred fo as ‘the property”.

The faciiity wiil comorise the foliawing:

A maximum generating capacity of 74.4MW In total;

12 turbines with a generation capacity of up to 6.2MW and a rotor diameter of 175m, a hub height of 137m
and blade length of 87.5m (all maximums);

Foundations (25 x 25m) and hardstands associated with the wind turbines;

Internal access roads of between 8m (during operation) and 14m (during construction) wide to each
turbine;

Medium voftage underground cabling betwsen turbines and the on-site switching stations (each
10000m2), to be laid underground whers technically feasible; .

Overhead medlum voliage cables between the on-site switching station and Phezukomoya substation
and between turbine rows where necessary;

A 16km 132KV high voitage overhead powsriine from the on-site substation to the proposed Umsobomwy
Substation to the natianal grid;

A 100m corridor surrounding the Umsobomvu Substation so that the grid connection can fum Into the
substation from any direction;

Temporary infrastructure including a construction camp with batching plant (30000m2); and

A laydown area approximately 7500m? in extent, per tutbine,
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Technical details of the WEF:

|' Component Description/ Dimensions |
Locationofthesta ' Approximately 8km south of the town of Noupoort |
Farmand SGCodes | » 471182: COZ100000000018200047 |
»  2: CO4800000000000200000
| » REMZ: C04800000000001300000
| | » 1M11: C04800000000001100001 |
| | » REM34:C04800000000000100013 |
|_sme?coess_ - | -31.185498°; 24877421 and
L | -31.195269, 24.961468° |
Exportcapacty e _.l
Proposedtechnology | Windtumbines e —
Nﬁerof_'rurlﬁs____l'u_ S ey
||-ﬁheEMﬂnm_grbuWevT - i'ﬁ?m_ e — I
Reordameer =
| Width and length of Intemal roads | Internal roads width: Up to 14m during construction and |

| | up to 8m during operation |
| Internal roads length: Approximately 35kmi

Technical details for the proposed powerine:

| Component | Description/ Dimensions |
|L_owtion_of the site_ - _| Aﬂximitely 7;21knfuth of NOBOOd_ ]
' Length | Approximately 16knt _

Famand SGCodes | Farm 21/ Edendale C04800000000000100021 |

| | Farm 13/1 Edendale  C04800000000000100013 |
| FarmRE/A/ Vreds  CO4800000000000100001 |
| Farm RE/118 Winterhosk £03000000000011800000 |
| Farm RE/135 Bergplaas C03000000000013500000 |

Farm RE/136 Bergplags C03000000000013600000

. - — ]

| Preferred sfie access _{ Existing gravel road off the N9 &t -31.27279 24.9389 |

| Exportcapacty |1?2kv_ - =y
7

MJ
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Environmental Authorisation F=g. No. 14/12/16/3/3/2/1028/2

Proposed technology Eskom specifications (concrete or stesl monopole or
_' | lattice towers) !
Helghtofpoles |AmaxofSOm |

| Width and length of required se_n;itude_J'_ﬁin width and 16km in length 1

Conditions of this Environmental Authorisation

Scope of authorisation

The canstruction of the Hartebsesthoek West Wind Energy Faoillty, 132kV grid connection transmission
line and associated infrastructure with & maximum output capaclty of 74.4MW as described above is
hereby approved.

The occupants of the accommodation at S31.2101 96°, E24.896746° must be accommodatsd in
altenative suftable accommeodation on the fanm before construction commences.

Authorisation of the activity Is subject to the conditions contalned In this environmanta! authorisation,
which form part of the environmental authorisation and are binding on the holder of the authorisation,
The hoider of the authorisation is responsible for ensuring complfance with the conditions contained In
this environmental authorisation. This Includes any person acting on the holder's behalf, including but not
limited to, an agent, servant, contractor, sub-contractor, employes, consultant or person rendering a
ssrvice to the holder of the authorisation.

The activities authorised must only be carried out at the property as described abgve.

Any changes to, or deviations from, the project description setout in this environmental authorisation must
ba approved, In writing, by the Department before such changes or deviations may be effected. In
assessing whether to grant such approval or not, the Department may request such Information as it
deems necessary to evaluate the slghlﬂcance and Imipacts of such changes or deviations and it may be
necessary for the holder of the authorlsation to apply for further environmental authorisation In terms of
the regulations.

The holder of an environmental authorisation must apply for an amendment of the environmental
authorisation with the competant authority for any alisnation, transfer or change of ownershlip rights in the
property on which the activity is to take place.

This acfivity must commencs within a period of fen {10} years from the date of issue of the original
environmental authorisation issued on 28 June 2018 (is. the EA iapses on 28 June 2028). if
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commencement of the activity does not occur within that period, the authorisation lapses and a new
appiication for environmental authorisation must be made i order for the activity to be undertaken,
Commencement with one activity listed in terms of this environmental authorisation constitutes
commencement of all authorised activities.

Notification of authorisation and right to appeal

10.  The holder of the authorisation must notify every reglstered interested and affected party, in writing and
within 14 (fourteen) calendar days of the date of this Environmental Authorisation, of the declsion to
authorise the activity.

1. The notification referrad to must -

11.1. spacify the date on which the authorisation was issued;
11.2."inform the interested and affected party of the appeal procedure provided forin the National Appeal
Regulations, 2014;
11.3. advise the interested and affected party that a copy of the authorisation will be fumished on request;
and
11.4. give the reasons of the competsnt authority for the deciglon.
12, The halder of the authorisation must publish a notice -
12.1. informing Interested and affactad parties of the decislon;
12.2. Informing Interested and affected parties where the declsior can be accessed; and
12.3. drawing the attention of interested and affected parties fo the fact that an appeal may be lodged
against this decision in terms of the Nationai Appeal Regulations, 2014,
Commencement of the activity
13.  The authorised activity mist not commence until the period for the submission of appeals has lapsed as

per the National Appeal Regulations, 2014. in terms of section 43(7), an appeal under saction 43 of the
National Environmental Management Act, 1898 wil suspend the envifonmental authorisation or any
provison or condltion attached thereto. In the Instance where an appeal is lodged you may not commence
with the activity unthi such time that the appeal has been finalisad.
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Management of the activity

14,

15.

A copy of the final site layout map must be made available for comments by reglstered Initsrested and

Affected Parties and the holder of this environmental authorisation must consider such comments. Once

amended, the final development layout map must ba submitted fo the Department for written approval

prior fo ommencement of the activity. All avallabie blodiversity information must be used in the finalisation
of the layout map. Exdsting Infrastructure must be used as far es possible e.g. roads. The layout map must
indicate the following:

14.1, Cable routes (where they are not along intemal roads);

14.2. Position of wind turbines and associated infrastructure;

14.3. Intemnal roads indicating width;

14.4. Watlands, drainage lines, rivers, stream and water crossing of roads and cables;

14.5. All sensitive features e.g. Critical Biodiverstty Areas, Ecological Support Areas, heritage sites,
wetlands, pans and drainage channels that will be affecied by the facility and associated
infrastructure;

14.6. Substation(s) Inverters and/or fransformer{s) sles Including thelr entire footprint;

14.7. Connection routes (Including pylon positions) to the distribution/transmission network;

14.8. All existing infrastructure on the site, such as roads;

14.9. Soll heaps (femporary for topsoll and subsoil and permanently for excass material);

14,10.Buildings, including accommiodation; and,

14.11.All 'no-go” and buffer areas.

Furthermers, a shapefile of the approved development layoutfootprint must be submitted to this

Department within two months from the data of this decision. The shapefile must be created using the

Hartebeesthioek 84 Datum and the data should be in Decimal Degres Format using the WGS 84 Spheroid.

The shapefile must Include at a minimum the following extensions i.e. .shp; .shx; .dbf; .p; and, .xml

(Metadata file). If specific symbology was assigned to the fiie, then the. avi and/or the, lyr flie must also

be included. Data must be mapped at a scale of 1:10 000 (please specify If an altemative scale was used).

The metadata must include a description of the base data used for digitizing. The shapefile must be

submitted in & zip file using the EIA application referance number as ths tifle. The shape flle must be

submitted to:

10
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16.

17

Postal Address:

Department of Environmental Affairs
Private Bag X447

Preforia

0001

Physical address:

Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Enviranment
Environment House

473 Steve Biko Road

Arcadia

Pretoria

For Attention; Mr Muhammad Essop
Integrated Environmental Authorisations
Priority Infrastructure Projects

Telephone Number; (012) 399 9406

Email Address: MEssomenvironment.gov.za

The Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) submitted as part of the EIAr Is not approved and
must be amended fo include measures as dictated by the fina site lay-out map and micro-siting, and the
provisions of this environmental authorisation. The EMPr must be made available for comments by
registered Interested and Affected Parties and the holder of this environmental autherisation must
congider such nomments‘. Onoe amended, the final EMPr must be submitted fo the Department for written
approval prior to commencement of the activity. Once approved the EMPr must be implementsd and

adhared to.

The EMPr amendment must inclide the following:

17.1. The requirements and conditions of this authorisation.

17.2. All recommendations and mitigation measures recorded in the ElAr.

17.3. All mitigation measures as listed in the specialist reports must be inciuded in the EMPr and

implemented.
17.4. The final site layout map.

17.5. An alien invasive management plan to be implementsd during construction and operation of the
facllity. The plan must include mitigation measures to reduce the invasion of alien specles and
ansure that tfie continuous moniforing and removal of alien species is undertaken.

11

WS
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17.8. A plant rascue and protection plan which allows for the maximum transplant of conservation
important species from areas to be transformed. This plan must be compiled by a vegetation
specialist familiar with the sife in consultation with the ECO and be implemented prior fo
commencement of the construction phase.

17.7. A re-vegetation and habitat rehabilitation plan to be implemented during the construction and
operation of the facility. Restoration must be undertaken as soon as possible after completion of
construction activities to reduce the amount of habitat converied at any cne time and to speed up
the recovery to natural habitats.

17.8. A traffic management plan for the site access roads to ensure that no hazards would results from
the increased truck traffic and that traffic flow would not be adversely impacted. This pian must
include measures to minimize impacts on local commuters e.g. imiting construction vehicles
travelling on public roadways during the moming and late aftemoon commute time and avoid using
roads through densely populated 'built-up areas o as not fo disturb existing retail and commercial
operations.

17.9. A construction and operational avifauna and bat monttoring plan.

17.10.A conservation management plan must be drafted and submitted to SAHRA for review and
comment. The management pfan, as recommended by SAHRA must be included In the final EMPr.

17.11.A storm waler management plan to be Implemented during the construction and operation of the
facility. The plan must ensurs compliance with applicable regulations and prevent off-site migration
of contaminated storm water or Increased soll erosion. The plan must include the construction of
appropriate design measures that allow surface and subsurface movement of water along drainage
lines so as not to impede natural surface and subsurface flows. Drainage measures must promote
the dissipation of starm water run-off.

17.12.An eroslan management plan for monitoring and rehabiltating erosion events associated with the
facility. Appropriate erasion mitigation must form part of this plan to prevent and reduce the risk of
any potential erosion.

17.13.An effective monitoring system to detect any leakage or spillage of all hazardous substances during
thelr transportation, handling, use and storage. This must include precautionary measures to limit
the possibility of oil and other foxic llquids from entering the soll or storm water systems.

17.14.A fire management plan to be Implemented during the construction and operational phases.

17.15.Measures fo protect hydrological features such as streams, rivers, pans, wetlands, dams and their
catchments, and other environmental sensitive aréas from construction Impacts including the direct
or Indirect spillage of poliutants.

12
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18.

19,

20,

17.16.An environmental sensitivity map indicaﬂng-énvimnmantal sensitive areas and features identified
during the EIA process.

17.17.A map combining the final layout map superimposed (overlain) on the environmental sensliivity
map. This map must reflect the proposed location of thie turbine as stated in the EiAr and this
authorisetion.

The final amended EMPr {once approved) must be implemented and strictly enforced during afl phases

of the project. It shall be seen as a dynamic document and shall be included in afl contract documentation

for all phases of the development when approved.

Changes to the approved EMPr must be submitted In accordance to the EIA Regulations applicable at

the time.

The Department reserves the right to amend the approved EMPr should any impacts that were not

anticipated or covered in the ElAr be discovered.

Frequency and process of updating the EMPr

21.

22,

23.

24,

The EMPr must be updated where the findings of the environmental audlt reports, contemplated In
Condition 28 below, Indicate Insufficlent mitigation of environmental Impacts associated with the
undertaking of the activity, or insufficlent levels of compiiance with the environmental authorisation or
EMPr.

The updeted EMPr must contain recommendations to rectify the shortcomings identified in the
environmental audit report.

The updated EMPr must be submitted to the Department for approval fogether with the environmental
audit report, as per Requlafion 34 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended. The updated EMPr must
have bean subjected to & public participation protess, which process has been agreed to by the
Department, prior to submission of the updated EMPr to the Department for approval.

In assessing whether to grant approval of an EMPr which has been updated as a result of an audit, the
Department will consider the processes prescribed In Regulation 35 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as
amended. Prior to approving an amended EMPr, the Department may request such amendments to the

EMPr as it deems appropriate to ensure that the EMPr sufficlently provides for avoidance, management

and mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the undertaking of the activity.

The holder of the authorisation must apply for an amendment of an EMPr, if such amendment Is required
before an audit is required. The amendment proceés is prescribed in Regulation 37 ofthe EIA Regulations,
2014, as amended. The holder of the autharisation must request comments on the propesed amendments
to the Impact management outcomes of the EMPr or amendmants to the closure objectives of the closure
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pian from potsntially interested and affected parties, inciuding the competent authenity, by using any of
the methods provided for In the Act for a period of at least 30 days.

Monitoring

26.

The holder of the authorisation must appoint an experienced Environmental Contro! Officer (ECQ) for the

construction phase of the development that will have the responsibilty to ensure that the

mitigation/rehabilitation measures and recommendations referred to in this environmental authorisation are

implemented and to ensure compliance with the provisions of the approved EMPr.

26.1.  The ECO must be appointed before commencement of any authorised activities.

26.2. Once appolnted, the name and contact detalls of the ECO must be submitted to the
Director: Compliance Moniforing of the Department.

26.3.  The ECO must keep record of all activities on site, problems identified, transgressions noted and a
task schedule of tasks undertaken by the ECO.

264.  The ECO must remain employed unfll all rehabilitation measures, as required for implementatian
due to construction damage, are completed and the siie s ready for operation.

Recording and reporting to the Dapartment

27.

28.

29,

30.

31

All documentation .g. audit/monitoring/compliance reports and notifications, required to be submitted to
the Department in terms of this emvironmental authorisaon, must be submifed fo the
Dirsctor: Compllance Monitoring of the Department,

The holder of the environmental authorisation must, for the perod during which the environmental
authorisation and EMPr remain valid, ensure that project compliance with the conditions of the
environmental authorisation and the EMPr are audited, and that the audit reparts are submitted to the
Dirsctar: Compiliance Monitoring of the Department.

The frequency of auditing and of submission of the environmental audit reporis must be as per the
frequency indicated In the EMPr, taking into account the processes for such audifing as prescribed in
Regulation 34 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended.

The holder of the authorisation must, in addition, submit environmental audit reports o the Department
within 30 days of completion of the construction phase (l.e. within 30 days of site handover) and a final
environmental audit report within 30 days of completion of rehabifitation activitigs.

The environmental audit reports must be compiled in accordance with Appendix 7 of the EIA Regulations,
2014 a3 amended and must indicate the date of the audHt, the nams of the auditor and the oufcome of the
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audit in terms of compliance with the environmental authorisation conditions as well as the requirsments
of the approved EMPr.

32.  Records reiating to monltoring and auditing must be kept on site and made available for inspection to any
relevant and competent authority in respect of this development.

Notification to authorities

33. A written notffication of commencement must be given fa the Department no later than fourteen (14) days
prior to the commencement of the activity. Commencement for the purpoeses of this condition ingludes site
preparation. The notice must include a date en which it is anticipated that the activity will commencs, as well
as a reference number.

Operation of the activity

34. A written notification of operation must be given to the Department no later than fourteen (14) days prior to
the commencement of the activity operational phase.

Site closure and decommissioning

35. Should the activity ever cease or becorne redundant, the holder of the authorisation must undertake the
required actions as prescribed by legislation at the time and comply with all relevant legal requirements
administered by any relevant and Competent Authority at that time.

SpecHic conditions

Turbines position

36. Upto 12 wind turbines are approved.

37.  All wind turbines must avoid all areas designated as "no-go” areas as well as thair buffars.

38. The final placement of turbines must follow a micro slfing procedure involving a walk-through and
identification of any sensitive areas by ecological, avilaunal, bat, surface water and heritage specialists.

39. Exclusion of sensiive ecological, avifaunal, bat, surface water and heritage areas from construction
activities must inform micro siting of all development actvitles.

40. Should any occupied farm buildings be affected by shadow flicker, the holder of this Environmental
Authorisation must provide mitigation measures to reduce tha impact fo an acceptable level as advised
by a suitably quallfied specialist.
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Avifauna and bats

41,
42,

43,

45,

48.

47

48,

A 3km no-go buffer must be implemented around the Verreaux's Eegle nests.

If any priorty species are confirmed to be breeding {e.9. if a nest site is found), construction activities
within 500m of the breeding site must cease, and the avifaunal speciglist must be contacted immediatsty
for further assessment of the situation and instruction on how to proceed.

A 150m no-turbine set-back buffer zone (infrastructurs is allowed) is required around the escarpment to
minimise the risk of collisions for slope soaring species.

Turbines 7, 62 and 63 must be reiocated to the top of the plateau as they pose a high collislon risk on the
slopes where they are situated.

No turbines must be constructed In no-go areas, while associated Infrastructure (roads, powerlines and
substations) must be avoided where possible in these areas.

Prlor to construction, an avifaunal speciaiist must conduct a site walkthrough, covering the final road and
powerfine routes as well as the final turbine positions, to identify any nests/breeding/roosting activity of
prioity species, as weli as any additional senslive habitats. The results thereto must inform the final

-construction schedule In close proximity to that specific area, including reducing construction time,

scheduling activities around avian breeding and/or movement schedules, and lowering levels of
assoclated nolse.

Care must be taken not to create habitat for prey specles that could draw priority raptors into the area and
expose them fo collision risk. Rock piles must be covered with fopsolf to prevant them from becoming
habitat for Rock Hyrax (Dassle).

Curtaliment must be applied from the start of operation on all turbies for every night of the year from
dusk until dawn at ninety degree feathering of blades below manufacturers cut-in speed so it Is exactly
paralle! to the wind direction as to minimize free- -wheeling blade rotation as much as possible without
locking the blades.

Should robust and sclentifically defendable data gathered during the operational study phase raveal
higher bat mortaiitigs than currently anticipated, the mitigations in the following table must be applied to
the turbines identified as causing the highest impacts.
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50.

51.

52,

8%,

[ Terms of mitigation implementation

Peak activity {times to Implement curtallment/ 1- 31 October, sunset - 00:00 (midnight)
mitigation) |

| Environmental conditions in which to implement | Wind speed below 7m/s and simultaneously
curtailment/mitigafion | Tempersture above 14.5°C ]
| Peak activity {times to implement curtaliment/ 15 February — 31 March; sunset — 00:00 |
| mitigation) {midnight) |
Environmental conditions in which to implement | Wind speed below 8.5m/s and simultaneously |

| curtailment/mitigation | Temperaturs above 16.5°C

|

A construction and operational avifauna and bat monlforing plan must be developed and Implemented
according to the latest BlrdLife South Africa/Endangered Wildilfe Trust: Best practice guidelines for avian
monitoring and Impact mitigation at proposed wind energy development sites In Southern Africa and the
latest South African Bat Assessment Advisory Panel's (SABAAP) guidelines.

As en absolute minimum, avifauna and bat monitoring, to survey Impacts resulting from the infrastructure
on the bird communities with focus on assessing the displacement and disturbance effects of the
development on the bird communities, as well as bird collisions and continue to gather information on the
bird communities present in the area and monitor the effectiveness of the mitigatiori measures, must occur
during the construction period arid continue for at least three years during the operation of the facility. The
reeults of this moniforing must be made avaliable to the Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA),
Birdlife South Africa (BLSA) and the South African Bat Assessment Advisory Panel (SABAAP) and must
further advise the EMPr where necessary.

The resuits of the pre-construction bird and bat mohitoring assessments including all recommendations
proposed by the reporis dated March 2018, must inform the final iayout and the construction schedule of
the facility.

The facility must be designed in a manner thet prevents Infrastructure components from being used as
perching or roosting substrates by birds and bats, as such Is prohibited.

The halder of this environmental authorisation must restrict the canstruction activitias to the footprint area.
No access to the remainder of the property is allowed.

Anti-colllsion devices such as bird flappers must be Installed where powerlines cross avifaunal corrldors
{e.g. grasslands, rivers, wetlands, and dams). The input of an avifaunal specialist must be obtained for
the fitting of the ant-collision devices onto specific sactions of the line onca the exact positions of the
towers have been surveyed and pagged. Additional areas of high sensitivity along the preferred alignment
must also be identlfied by the avifaunal speciallst for the fitment of anti-collision devices. These devices
must be according to Eskom's. Transmission and EWT's Guidalines.
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58.

A pre-construction walk-through of the approved powerline alignment and turbine positions by a bat
specialist, avifaunal spectallst and ecologist, must be conductad fo ensure that the micro-siting of the
turbines, pylons and powarline allgnments have the least possible Impact, there are no nest sites of priority
species on or closs to the construction corridor and afl protected plant species impacted are identified.

Vegetation, wetlands and water resources

57.
58.
58,
60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

7.

68.

No turbines must be placed within the high sensitivity areas.

All Intemal powsrilne/cables must follow intemrial access roads.

All powerlines linking the turbines to the onsite substation must be burled.

The 'no-go’ areas of the development property must be clearly demarcated and must be excluded from
the final layout plan.

An aquatic specialist must conduct an in-depth site walkover prior to the construction phase commencing,
after the proposed construction footprint has been confirmed and demarcated. This Is to assess the
footprint for any.fn‘eshwater habltats, allowing for slight alterations in the footprint, to prevent any Impacts
on the freshwater habitats due to the actions conducted during the construction phass.

Relevant permits must be obtalned from relevant authorities for any removal or destruction of Threatened
or Protected Spacles (TOPs).

Before the clearing of the sits, the appropriate permits must be obtained from the Depariment of
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) for the removal of plants listed in the National Forest Act and
from the relevant provincial departments for the destruction of species protected In terms of the specific
provincial legislation. Copies of the permits must be kept by the ECO.

Construction activities must be restricted to demarcated areas to restrict the impact on sensitive
environmental features.

All areas of disturbed soll must ba reclaimed using only indigenous grass and shrubs. Reclamation
activities shall be undertaken according to the rehabllitation plan to be included in the final EMP.
Topsoll from all excavations and construcion activifies must be salvaged and reapplied during
reclamation.

No exotic plants must be used for rehabilitation purposes; only Indigenous plants of the area must be
utilised.

No activities will be allowed to encraach info a water resource withouta Water Use Licenss being In place
from the Department of Water and Sanitation.

Cleared alien vegetation must not be dumped on adjacent intact vegetation during clearing but must he
temporarily stored In a demarcated area,
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7.
72

74.

75.

78.

717.

78.

78.

80.
81 ]

82.

Removal of allen invasive spacies or other vegetation and follow-up procedures must be in accordance
with the Conservation of Agricultural Resaurces Act, 1983 (Act 43 of 1983).

Cantractors and construction workers must be.clearty informed of the no-go areas.

Where roads pass right next to major water bodies, provisions must be made for fauna such as toads to
pass under the roads by using culverts or similar structures.

Bridge design must be such that it minimises impact to riparian areas with minimal alterations to water
flow and must allow the movement of fauna and flora.

The final development area should be surveyad for specles sulteble for search and rescue, which should
be trans-located prior io the commencement of construction.

Electric fencing should not have any strands within 30cm of the ground, which should be sufficlent o allow
smaller mammals, reptiles and tortoises fo pass through, but still remain effective as a security barrier.
Disturbed areas must be rehabilitated as soon as possible after construction with locally indigenous plants
to snhance the conservation of existing natural vegetation on site.

Wetlands, rivers and river riparian areas must be treated as ‘no-go” areas and demarcated as such. No
vehicles, machinery, personnel, construction material, fuel, olf, bitumen or wasta must be allowed Into
these areas without the express permission of and supervision of the ECG, except for rehabllitation work
In these areas.

Workers must be made aware of the impartance of not destroying or damaging the vegetation along rivers
and wetiand areas and this awareness must be promoted throughout the construction phase.
Freshwater ecosystams located In close proximity to the construction areas must be Inspected on a
regular basis (but especlally after rainfall) by the ECO far signs of disturhance, sedimentation and pollution
from construction activities. If signs of disturbance, sedimentation or pallution are noted, immediate action
must be taken to remedy the situation and, if necessary, a freshwater acologist must be consulted for
advice on the most sultable remadiation measures.

No discharge of effluents or polluted water must be allowed into eny rivers or wetland areas.

If construction areas are to be pumped of water (e.g. after rains), this water must be pumped into an
appropriate settiement area, and not allowed to flow into any rivers or wetland areas.

Workers must be made aware of the importance.of not polluting rivers or wetiands and of not undertaking
activities that could result in such poliution, and this awareness must be promoted throughout the
canstruction phase.
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Roads and iransportation

83.

8s.

86.

87.

88.

80.

81.

8

Exdsting road infrastructure must be used as far as posslble for providing access to the proposed turbine
positions. Where na road Infrastructure exists, new roads must be placed within existing disturbed areas
ar environmental conditions must be taken info account fo ensure thet minimum amount of damage Is
caused to natural habltats.

Signs must be placed along construction roads to identify speed limits, fravel restrictions, and other
standard traffic control information. To minimize impacts an local commutars, consideration must be given
to limiting construction vehiclas traveling on public roadways during the moming and late aftenoon
commute time.

Intemnal access roads must be located to minimize stream crossings. All structures crossing streams must
be located and constructed such that they do not decrease channel stability or increase water veloctty.
A deslignated access to the site must be created and clearly marked to ensure safe entry and exit.
Signage must be erected at appropriate points wamning of tuming traffic and the construction site.
Necessary permits must be obtalned for the oversized construction vehicles to transport turblne
components.

Construction vehicles carrying materials to the site must avold using roads through densely populated
bullt-up areas so as not to disturb existing retail and commerclal operations.

Signs must be placed along construction raads to identify speed limits, travel restrictions, and other
standard traffic confrol Information to minimize impacts on possible faunal species.

Road borders must be regularly maintained to ensure that vegstation remains short and that they
therefore serve as an effective firebreak.

Roads must be designed such that changes to surface water runoff are avoided and erosion Is not
initiated.

Ali construction vehicles must adhere to a low speed limit to avoid colllsions with susceptible specles such
as snakes and tortolses.

The potential noise Impact must be re-evaluated should the layout be changed such that any wind turbines
are located closer than 1000m from a confirmed nolse sensitive area.

Routine noise measurements must be conducted during the operation of the facliity and a complaints
register must be opened and made available to affected parties and to the Department on request.

The holder of this authorisation must ensure that the construction staff working in areas where the 8-hour
ambient noise levels exceed 75dBA wear ear protectton equipment.
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97.

89,

100.

The hoider of this authorisation must ansure that all equipment and machinery are well maintained and
equipped with silencers.

The holder of this authorisation must provide a prior waming to the community when a nolsy activity e.g.
blasting is fo take place.

Construction staff must be trained In actions to minimise noise impacts.

The holder of this authorisation must ensure that the Natlonal Noise Control Regulations and
SANS10103:2008 are adhered to and measures to limlt noiss from the work slte are implemented.

Visual resources

101.

102.

103.

104‘

105.

106.

No turbines must be placed within 1km of the NS, N10 and R389 provincial road.

The holder of this authorisation must reduce visual impacts during construction by minimising areas of
surface disturbancs, controfling erosion, using dust suppression techniques and restoring exposed soll
as clossly as possible to their original contour and vegetation,

A lighting engineer must be consulted to assist In the planning and placement of ight fixturas In order o
reduce visual impacts essaciated with glare and light frespass.

Lighting of main sfructures (turbines) and anclllary bulldings must be deslgned to minimise light pollution
without compromising safety, and furbines must b It according to Civil Aviation Regulations.

Signage on or near wind turbines must be avolded uniess they serve to inform the public about wind
turbines and their function,

Commercial messages and graffti on furbines are prohibited.

Human health and safety

107.

108.

108.

A healthr and safety programme must be developed to protect both workers and the general public during
construction, operation and decommissioning of the energy facility. The programme must establish a
safety zone for wind turbines from residences and occupled buildings, roads, right-of-ways and other
public access areas that is sufficient to prevent accidents resulting from the aperation of the wind turbines.
Potential interference with public safety communloation sysiams (e.g. radio traffic related to emergency
activities) must be avoided.

The holder of this authorisation must obtaln approval from the South Africa Civil Aviation Authority that
the wind facillty will not intrfers with the performance of aerodrome radio Communication, Navigation
and Survelliance (CNS) equipment, especially the radar, prior to commencement of the activity. A copy
of the approval must be kept on site by the ECO.
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T10.

11.

112,

113.

114.

The holder of this authorisation must ensure that the operation of the wind facllity complies with the
relevant communication reguiations "or guidelines relating to elecfromagnetic Interference, e.g.
microwave, radio and television transmisslons.

The hoider of this authorisation must obtain approval from the.South Africa Weather Services
(WeatherSA) that the energy facility will not interfere with the performance of their equipment, especlally
radar, prior to commencament of thie activity. A copy of the approval must be kept on site by the ECO,
The hoider of this autharisation must train safety representatives, managers and workers in workplace
safety. The construction process must be compliant with all safety and health measures s prescribed by
the relevant act,

Liaison with land owners/ffarm managers must be done prior to construction In order to provide sufficlent
time for them to plan agricultural activities.

No unsupervised cpen fires for cooking or heating must be allowad on site.

zardous s and waste management

115.

116.
117.

118,

119.

120.

121.
122,
123.

Areas around fusl tanks must be bunded or contained In an appropriate manner as per the requirements
of SABS 089:1899 Part 1.

Leakage of fuel must be avoided at all times and if splllage occurs, it must be remedied Immediately.
Hazardous waste such as bitumen, oils, oily rags, palnt fins etc. must be disposed of at an approved
waste landfill site licensed fo accept such waste.

No dumping or temporary storage of any materials may take place outside designatad and demarcated
laydown areas, and these must all be located within areas of low environmental sensitivity.

Hazardous substances must not be stored where there couid be accidental leakage into surface or
subterranean water.

Hazardous and flammable substances must be stored and used in compliance to the applicabls
regulations and safety instructions. Furthermore, no themicals must be stored nor may any vehicle
maintenance occur within 350m of the temporal zonie af wetiands, a drainage line with or without an
extensive floodplain or hillside wetlands.

Temporary bunds must be constructed around chemical storage to contain possible spills.

Splll kits must be made available on-site for the ciean-up of spills.

An Integrated wasta management approach must be Implemented that is based on waste minimisation
and must incorporate reduction, recycling and re-use optiens where appropriate, Where solid waste is
disposed of, such disposal shall only occur at a landtll licensad In tarms of section 20(h) of the National
Environment Management Waste Act, 2008 (Act 59 of 2008).
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124. The holder of this authorisation must provide sanitation facllitias within the construction tamps and along
the road so that workers do not poliute the surounding environment. These facilifies must be removed
fram the site when the construction phass Is completed as well as assoclated waste to be disposed of at
a registered waste disposal site.

125. The hoider of this authorisation must take note that na temporary site camps will be allowad outside the
footprint of the davelopment area as the establishmant of such siructures might trigger a listed activity as
defined in the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014 as amended.

Excavation and blasting activities

126. Underground cables and Intemal access roads must be allgned as much as possibie along existing
infrastructure fo limit damage to vegetation and watercourses.

127. Foundations and trenches must be backfilled with originally excavated materials as much as possible.
Excess excavation materials must be dispased of only In approved areas or, if suitable, stockpiled for use
In reclamation activities,

128. Borrow materials must be obtained only from authorised and pemmitted sites. Permits must be kept on site
by the ECO.

128. Anfleroslon measures such as slit fances must be installed In disturbed areas.

Air emissions

130, Dust abatement techniques must be used before and during surface clearing, excavation, or blasting
activitles.

131, Appropriate dust suppression techniques must be implemented on all exposad surfaces during periods of
high wind. Such measures may nclude wet suppreasion, chemical stabillsation, the use of a wind fence,
covering surfaces with straw chippirigs and re-vegetation of open arees.

Historical / guttural / paleontological 501

132. Mitigation requirements that Involve the avoldance of, or professlonal collection of archaeological material
from archaeological site GEB009 must be implementad

133. Should construction acfivities be within 100 metres from archaeological sites and historical sites, the sites
must be demarcated and fenced off.

134. A 30m no-go buffer must be applied around Identified burial grounds, Should i not be possible to retain
the burial grounds In sftu, a consultation process In terms of Sactian 36 of the NHRA and Chapter XI of
the NHRA Regulations must be undertaken.
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135.

138.

137.

138.

139.

If concentrations of archaeological herttage material, fossils and hyman remains are uncovered during
construction, all work must cease immediately and be reported to the South African Heritage Resources
Agancy (SAHRA) sa that @ systematic and professional Investigation / excavation can be undertaken.
Construction managers/foremen must bs informed before construction starts of the possible fypes of
heritage sites and cuitural material that may be encountered and the procedures o follow when they find
sites.

All buffers and no-go areas stipulated In the E!Ar and amendment report must be adhered to for both the
facilities and all roads and powerlines.

All construction and maintenance crew and vehicles (except small vehicles which may use existing farm
tracks} must be kept out of the buffer zones.

The final layout must be shown to the appointed archagalogist before Implementation to conilrm that all
significant heritage resounces have been adequately profected.

General

140,

141.

142,

The recommendations of the EAP In the ElAr dated March 2018 and the speclalist studies attached must

be adhered to, this Includes the recommendations of the EAP In the final amendment report dated

December 2019 and the revised final amendment report dated July 2021 and the specialist studies

attached thereto. In the event of any conflicting mifigation measures and conditions of the Environmental

Authorisation, the specific condition of this Environmerital Authorisation will take preference.

A copy of this environmental authorisation, the audit and compiiance monitaring reports, and the approved

EMPr, must be made availabie for inspection and copying-

141.1. &t the sita of the authorised activity;

141.2. 1o anyone on request: and

141.3.  where the holder of the environmental authorisation has a webslte, an such publicly accessible
website,

National government, provinclal governmient, local authorities or committees appainted in terms of the

conditions of this authorisation or any other public authority shall riot be held responsible for any damages

or losses suffered by the holder of the authorisation or hig/her successor In title in any instance where

construction or operation subsaquent to construction be temporarily or permanently stopped for reasons

of non-compiiance by the holder of the authorisation with the conditions of authorisation as set out in this

document or any other subsequent document emanating from these conditions of authorisation,
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1.

Annexure 1; Reasons for Decision

Information considersd In making the dacision

In reaching its declsion, the Department took, frfar alia, the following info consideratian -

a)  Thelisted activities as applied for in the amended application form received on 15 March 2018.
b)  The information contained In the EIAr dated March 201 8.
€} The information contained In the amendment report dated December 2019 and July 2021 and attached
specialist studies
d)  The comments recsived as included In the EIAr dated March 2018 and the amendment report dated
December 2018 anid July 2021,
e)  Mitigation measures as proposed In the ElAr as well as the amendment report dated December 2019,
fy  The Appeal decision of the 07 June 2021.
g}  The revised final amendment report dated July 2021,
h)  The information contalned In the Speciallst studies cantalned within the appendices of the EiAr dated
March 2018, the amendment report datsd December 2019 and as appears below:
v
| Avifauna Impact | Chris van Rooyen Consulting CC September 2017; August 2018
Assessment |
| Bat Impact Assesement | Animalia o _] January 2018 i
| | Arous May 2019 |
:I—Tenﬂal Eology_ ] ﬁbn Todd Consuiting September ﬂs; A_uguﬂms_ |
Aquatic Impact Assessment | Scherman Colioty & Associates October 2017; August 2019

" Sodl Inpect Assessmert | Tony Barbour & Schlk van Dor v [ January 2018; June 2015

| Solls & Agricultural potential | ARG Instituts for Soll, Cllmate & Water | April 2016; June 2019 |

Nols mpact Assesamant | Enio Acoustc esaurces (EAR) | Separbor 2077 iy 2075
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Deparfment of Forastry, Fisheries and the Environment
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 14/12/16/3/3/2/1028/2

Key factors considered In making the decision

All information presented to the Department was taken into account in the Department's consideration of the
application. A summary of the issues which, in the Department's view, were of the most significance is set out
below,

)
b)
c)

d)

g)
h)

The findings of all the specialist studles conducted and their racommended mitigation measuras.

The need for the proposed project stems from the provision of eleciricity to the natianal grid.

The EIlAr dated March 2018 and the amendment report dated Dacamber 2019 identified all leglslation and
guidelines that have been considered in the preparation of the ElAr.

The location of turbines as presented in the final ElAr dated March 2018 and the amendment report dated
Decembsr 2018.

The methodology used in assessing the potentlal impacts Identified In the ElAr dated March 2018 and the
specialist studies have been adequately indicated.

The appeal decision Issued by the Minister an 07 June 2021 and the outcomes thereof.

The revised final amendment report submitted In response to the appeal decision dated July 2021.

A sufficlent public participation process was undertaken and the applicant has satisfled thie minimum
requirements as prescribed in the EIA Regulations, 2014 for public iImvolvement.

Findings

After consideration of the information and factors listed above, the Department mads the following findings -

8)

The identification and assessment of impacts are detailed in the EiAr dated March 2018, the amendment
report dated December 2018 and the revised final amendment report dated July 2021 and sufficient
assessment of the key identified issues and Impacts have been completed.

The procedure followed for Impact assessment is adequate for the dscision-malking process.

The Information contained in the EiAr dated March 2018 and the amendment report dated December
2018 Is deemed fo be accurate and credible.

The proposed mitigation of impacts identified and assessed adequately curtails the identffied impacts.
EMPr measures for the pre-construction, consiruction and rehabllitation phases of the development were
proposed and Included in the EIAr and will be implemented t» manage the Identified environmentai
impaets during the construction phass.

The appeal decision required the wake impact agsessment to be placed for Public Participation for a
period of 30 days. This was done in accordance with the requirements of the Minister and the findings
ware presented In the revised final amendment report.




Depariment of Forestry, Fisherles and the Environment
Envirenmental Authorisation Rea. No. 14/12/16/3/3/2/1028/2

In view of the abava, the Department is satisfied that, subjact to compllanca with the conditions contained i the
environmental authorisation, the authorised activities will not confiict with the general objectives of integrated
environmental management lald down in Chapter 5 of the National Environmental Management Act, 1858 and
that any potentially detrimental environmental impacts resulting from the autharised activities can be mitigated
to accaptable levels. The environmental authorisation Is accardingly grantsd.
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Department of Forestry, Fisherles and the Environment
Environmental Authorisation Feg. No. 14/12/18/3/3/2/1028/2

Annexure 2: Locality Plan
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L2t forestry, fisheries
& the environment
(A3 Department:

Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

e
.

Private Bag X 447- PRETORIA -0001- Environment House 473 Steve Biko Road, Arcadia- PRETORIA

DFFE Reference: 14/12/16/3/3/2/1028/2/AM3
Enquiries: Ms Azrah Essop
Tetephone: (012) 399 8529 E-mail: AEssop@affe.gov.za

Mr Sheldon Vandrey

Hartebeesthoek Wind Power (Pty) Ltd
P C Box 71664

PORT ELIZABETH

6001

Telephone Number:  (041) 506 4900
Email Address: Sheldon.vandrey@edf-re.co.za

PER EMAIL
Dear Mr Vandrey

CORRECTION TO THE AMENDMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION ISSUED ON 26 OCTOBER
2021 FOR THE 74.4 MW HARTEBEESTHOEK WEST WIND ENERGY FACILITY (HBH WEST WEF) NEAR
NOUPOORT WITHIN THE UMSOBOMVU LOCAL MUNICIPALITY IN THE NORTHERN CAPE PROVINCE
AND THE INXUBA YETHEMBA LOCAL MUNICIPALITY IN THE EASTERN CAPE PROVINCE

The Environmental Authorisation (EA) issued for the above appilication by this Department on 26 October 2021,
your letter dated and received by this Department on 05 November 2021, refer.

In terms of Regulation 27 {4} of the Environmental Impact Assessment (E!A} Regulations, 2014, as amended
this Department has decided to amend the abovementioned decision to correct the ‘non-substantive’ error as
requested. In reaching its decision, the Department considered the following information:

1. The request for correction letter dated 05 November 2021;

2. The EAissued for the original EA 14/12/16/3/3/2/1028 issued on the 28 June 2018;

3. The original application for spliting the EA dated 26 September 2019 and the accompanying final
Amendment Report dated December 2019; and

4. The EA issued for the split EA (14/12/16/3/3/2/1028/2) foliowing the appeal process for Hartebeesthoek
West WEF on 26 Cctober 2021,

The applicant requested the following amendments:

Amendment 1: Amendment to the Technical details of the WEF for site access:

From:

Page 7 of the EA currently has the following information under the table which includes Technical details of the
WEF:



Chief Directorate. Integrated Environmental Authorisafions

' Component Description/ Dimensions

Site access -31.195496°; 24.877421° and -31.195269°, 24.961468°
To:

Component Description/ Dimensions

Site access Access Point 1:

-31.195496; 24 877421
! Access Point 2:
-31.195269; 24.961468
Access Point 3
-31.278405; 24940615
Access Point 4:
-31.268857; 24.941613
Access Point 5
-31.206607; 25.052748

Reason for amendment:
The applicant requested the Department fo replace the site access points in the authorised EA with 5 access
points as they require it for the ‘complexity of the site’.

Amendment 2: Amendment to the Technical details of the WEF for export capacity:

The applicant requested that the export capacity on page 7 of the EA be changed from
"74 4AMW"
To:

“up to 74.4 MW"

Reason for amendment:
The detaiis are as per the final revised amendment report dated July 2021.

Amendment 3: Amendment to the Technical details of the WEF for number of turbines:
The applicant requesied that the number of turbines on page 7 of the EA be changed from

ll12]l
To:

“up to 12”

DFFE Reference: 14/12/16/3/3/211028/2/AM3 2
Correction To The Amendment Of Environmental Authorisation Issued On 26 October 2021 For The 74.4 Mw Hartebeesthoek West Wind Energy
Facility (HBH West WEF} Near Noupoort Within The Umsobomvu Local Municipality In The Northern Cape Frovince And The Inxuba Yethemba Local
Municipality In The Eastem Cape Province.
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Chief Directorate; Integrated Environmental Authorisations

Reason for amendment:
The details are as per the final revised amendment report dated July 2021.

Amendment 4: Amendment to the Technical details of the proposed powerline:
The applicant requested that the height of the poweriine poles on page 8 of the EA be changed from

“A max of 30m”

To:

“A max of 4bm”

Reason for amendment:

The details are as per the final revised amendment report dated July 2021. This is the maximum height permitted
based on SACAA.

Amendment 5: Removal of Condition 2:

Condition 2 on page 8 of the EA is hereby removed.

Reason for amendment:
The location is situated on the Phezukomoya WEF Site Boundary and thus is not appficable to this EA.

Amendment 8: Removal of Condition 44:

Condition 44 on page 16 of the EA is hereby removed

Reason for amendment:
Turbine layout was changed based on the amendment applications and thus this condition is not applicable.

Amendment 7: Amendment of Condition 58:

Condition 58 on page 18 of the EA is amended from:
“ All internal powerline/cables must follow internal access roads.”
To:

" All internal poweriine/cables must follow intemal access roads where technically feasibie.”

Reason for amendment:
This allows for scope if following the internal access roads is not technically feasible.

Amendment 8: Amendment of Condition 59:
Condition 58 on page 18 of the EA is amended from:

“ All powerlines linking the turbines to the on-site substation must be buried.”
To:

" All powerlines linking the turbines to the on-site substation must be buried where technicaily feasible.”

DFFE Reference: 14/12/16/3/3/211028/2/AM3 2
Correction To The Amendment Of Environmental Authorisation Issued On 26 QOctober 2021 For The 74.4 Mw Hartebeesthoek West Wind Energy
Facility (HBH West WEF) Near Noupgort Within The Umsobomvu Local Municipaiity In The Northern Cape Province And The Inxuba Yethemba Local
Municipality In The Eastern Cape Province.




Chief Directorate. Integrated Environmental Authorisations

Reason for amendment:
This allows for scope if burying of the powerlines is not technicaily feasible.

Amendment 9: amendment of Condition 101:
Condition 101 on page 21 of the EA is amended from:

“No turbines must be placed within 1km of the N9, N10 and R389 provincial road."
To:
“No turbines must be placed within 500m of the N8, N10 and R388 provincial road. "

Reason for amendment:
This Is recommendation provided as per the visual impact amendment report.

Please note that this letter must be read in conjunction with the Environmental Authorisation dated 26 October
2021, as amended.

Yours faithfully

Mr Sabelo Malaia
Chief Diregtor: Integrated Environmental Authorisations
Departmelit ofForestry, Fisheries and the Environment

Date: /%/m y

cc. | Aneésah Alwie Arcus Consulting E-mail: AneesahA@arcusconsulting.co.za
| Ashlin Bodasing Arcus Consulting Email. AshlinB@arcusconsuiting.co.za
DFFE Reference: 14/12/16/3/3/211028/2/AM3 2

Correction To The Amendment Of Envirenmental Authorisation Issued On 26 October 2021 For The 74.4 Mw Hartebeesthoek West Wind Energy
Facllity (HBH West WEF) Near Noupoort Within The Umsobomvu Lecal Municipality In The Northern Cape Province And The Inxuba Yethemba Local
Municipality In The Eastern Cape Province.
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