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PROPOSED MATJHABENG SOLAR PHOTOVOLTAIC WITH BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE 

SYSTEMS PROJECT: PHASE 1 AND PHASE 2 POWER LINES IN ODENDAALSRUS, FREE 

STATE PROVINCE – PROJECT ANNOUNCEMENT  

 

Dear Sir / Madam 

 

Notice is hereby given in terms of the following: 
 

 The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations (Government Notice No. R. 982 of 4 

December 2014, as amended), in terms of the National Environmental Management Act (Act 

No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA); and 

 The National Water Act (Act No. 36 of 1998) (NWA). 

 

A. PROJECT OVERVIEW 
 

SunElex Energy (Pty) Ltd (hereinafter “SunElex”) has proposed the development of the Matjhabeng 

400 MW Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Plant with 80 MW (320 MWh) Battery Energy Storage System 

(BESS) (hereinafter the “Project”), which is located north and south of the town of Odendaalsrus in 

the Free State Province. The proposed Project will be developed to serve the Matjhabeng Local 

Municipality’s energy requirements and will generate power for delivery to the local/national grid . 

 

The proposed utility-scale Project will be developed in the following two (2) phases: 
 

 Phase 1: 200MW PV with 40 MW (160 MWh) BESS on the Project site located south of 

Odendaalsrus (hereinafter referred to as “Phase 1 Site”); and 

 Phase 2: 200MW PV with 40 MW (160 MWh) BESS on the Project site located north of 

Odendaalsrus (hereinafter referred to as “Phase 2 Site”). 

 

The electricity generated by the proposed Project will be injected into the existing Eskom 132 kV 

distribution system as follows (refer to the attached locality maps): 
 

 Phase 1:  

o New 132kV power lines between the on-site substation and the grid connection point at the 

existing Eskom Euclid Substation located to the south-east of the Phase 1 Site. 

 Phase 2:  

o Northern and western blocks – new 132kV power lines between the on-site substations and 

the grid connection points at the existing Eskom Grootkop Substation located to the north 

of the Phase 2 Site; and 
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o South-eastern block – new 132kV power line between the on-site substation and the grid 

connection point at the existing Eskom Geduld Substation located to the south-east of the 

Phase 2 Site. 

 

Note that this letter focusses on the above-mentioned new 132kV power lines for Phase 1 and 

Phase 2. 

 

B. ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENTS 
 

Nemai Consulting (Pty) Ltd was appointed by SunElex as the independent Environmental 

Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to apply for Environmental Authorisation for the proposed Project. 

In terms of NEMA, the Competent Authority to decide on the applications is the Department of 

Environment, Forestry and Fisheries (DEFF). 

 

The following separate environmental assessment processes, in terms of the EIA Regulations of 

2014 (as amended), are being undertaken for the Project: 
 

 PV Sites with BESS – Scoping and Environmental Impact Reporting process contemplated in 

Regulation 21 to Regulation 24 of Government Notice (GN) No. R. 982 of 4 December 2014, 

as amended. This process was initiated previously, and the final Scoping Report was submitted 

to DEFF on 10 September 2020. 

 Power Lines – Basic Assessment process contemplated in Regulation 19 to Regulation 20 of 

GN No. R. 982 of 4 December 2014, as amended. An outline of the Basic Assessment process 

for the proposed Phase 1 and Phase 2 Power Lines is provided below. 

 

 
 

Outline of Basic Assessment Process for the proposed Power Lines 

 

In addition, approval will also be sought from the Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS) for 

the following water uses in terms of Section 21 of the NWA: 
 

 Section 21(c) - impeding or diverting the flow of water in a watercourse; and  

 Section 21(i) - altering the bed, banks, course or characteristics of a watercourse.  
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C. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION & REGISTRATION  
 

Public Participation will be undertaken in accordance with Chapter 6 of the EIA Regulations of 2014 

(as amended).  

 

Some of the key tasks that will form part of the Public Participation Process for the proposed Phase 

1 and Phase 2 Power Lines include the following: 
 

 Compiling a database of authorities and Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs); 

 Announcing the Project to authorities and I&APs; 

 Granting authorities and registered I&APs a period of 30 days to review and submit comments 

on the draft Basic Assessment Report; and 

 Providing notification of the decision and explaining the appeal process. 

 

To register as an I&AP and to raise any comments or concerns during the current announcement 

phase, please complete the accompanying Reply Form and return to Nemai Consulting by 12 

November 2020. 

 

Please contact the undersigned if you have any queries pertaining to the Project or to the Basic 

Assessment process.  

 

Yours faithfully  

Nemai Consulting C.C. 

 

 

 

Donavan Henning 

Environmental Assessment Practitioner 
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LOCALITY MAPS - PHASE 1 AND PHASE 2 POWER LINES 

 

Note that more detailed maps are available on request 
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Phase 1 Power Lines 

 

 
  

Euclid Substation 

Odendaalsrus 

Phase 1 Site 

New 132kV Power Line 

Substation Option 1 

Substation Option 2 
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Phase 2 Power Lines 

 

 

Geduld Substation 

Grootkop Substation 

Phase 2 Site 

New 132kV Power Line 

New 132kV Power Line Option 1 

R34 

New 132kV Power Lines 

New 132kV Power Line Option 2 
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REPLY FORM 

 

 

 

 


