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Attention: Dale Holder
Reference: Bloemsmond 2

HERITAGE STATEMENT - PROPOSED BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM FOR THE
AUTHORISED BLOEMSMOND SOLAR 2

1. Introduction

AEP Bloemsmond Solar 2 (Pty) Ltd. intends to apply for an amendment to the EA for the authorised
Bloemsmond Solar 2 PV project. The applicant intends to amend the EA to make provision for a Battery
Energy Storage System (BESS) within the authorised footprint, adjacent to the on-site sub-station. HCAC was
appointed to review the proposed amendment against the previous heritage impact assessment (van der Walt
2015).

2. Project detail

The applicant intends including provision for a 500 Megawatt Hour (MW/h) BESS on approximately 4.2
hectares within the authorised footprint as shown in the Figure 1.
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Figure 1. Revised lay out indicating the proposed BESS (Cape EA Prac) .
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3. Heritage Opinion

Several previous heritage studies were conducted in the general study area (SAHRIS) mostly to the west and
south west of the study area (Beaumont 2005 & 2008, Van Ryneveld 2007a & 2007b, Dreyer 2006, Van
Schalkwyk 2011, Gaigher 2012, van der Walt 2014, 2018 a and b and 2019, Morris 2012, Fourie 2014) and
the heritage baseline of the wider area is well described. Of interest to the study area is the recent discovery
of the Later Stone Age (LSA) Kite-like structures associated with animal exploitation to the north east of the
study area (van der Walt and Lombard 2018).

The impact area was covered during the HIA for the project (van der Walt 2015) and concluded that the
project could go ahead as the impact of the project on heritage resources is not considered to be highly
significant.

The BESS area will be accommodated entirely within the authorised footprint and does not encroach into any
of the spatially sensitive features identified during the Environmental Assessment Process. The addition of the
BESS will not have an adverse impact on the recorded heritage resources. The final impact of the proposed
amendment on heritage resources will remain unchanged from the original impact assessment and is
considered to be of low significance.

4. Conclusion

Based on the findings of the 2015 heritage assessment there is no objection to the approval of the proposed
amendment for the following reasons:

e The inclusion of a BESS adjacent to the on-site substation will not change the nature or significance
of the impacts assessed in the 2015 study;

e The BESS is unlikely to result in any additional impacts that was not previously assessed and;

¢ No additional management or mitigation measures over and above the recommendations made in the
2015 report (with special reference to Chance find procedures) is applicable to the BESS.

The proposed amendment remains subject to approval from SAHRA.

Kindly contact me with any queries or concerns.

Sincerely

-

v

Jaco van der Walt


mailto:jaco.heritage@gmail.com
http://www.heritageconsultants.co.za/

Reg no. 2007/224785/23
VAT no. 4660218696

Jaco van der Walt BA (Pret) BA (Hons)
(Archaeology) [Wits], MA (Archaeology [Wits]

Cell: 082-373-8491. Private Bag X1049

E-mail: jaco.heritage@gmail.com. . g “ M Sc;'te I3;4

Website: www.heritageconsultants.co.za 4 odimotie

HCAC .

L LR TP PEE PR )

References

Beaumont, P.B. 2005. Archaeological Impact Assessment at and in the Vicinity of a Quartzite Quarry on
Portion 4 of the Farm Droogehout 442 near Upington.

Beaumont, P.B. 2008. Phase 1 Heritage Impact Assessment Report on a Portion of the Farm Keboes 37, near
Kanoneiland, Siyanda District Municipality, Northern Cape Province.

Dreyer, C. 2006. First Phase Archaeological and Cultural Heritage Assessment of the Proposed Concentrated
Solar Thermal Plant (Csp) at the Farms Olyvenhouts Drift, Upington, Bokpoort 390 and Tampansrus
294/295, Groblershoop, Northern Cape.

Fourie 2014. Heritage Impact Assessment for the proposed Solar Power Park for SolarReserve SA (Pty) Ltd,
Farm Rooipunt 617, Gordonia RD, Siyanda District Municipal Region, Northern Cape

Gaigher, S. 2012. Heritage Impact Assessment, Basic assessment report for the proposed establishment of
the grid integration infrastructure for sites 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 and 2, as part of the larger Karoshoek Valley
Solar Park, on a site located 30 km East of Upington, Northern Cape Province. Unpublished report for
Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd.

Morris, D. 2012. Archaeological Impact Assessment for Blocuso. Unpublished report.
National Heritage Resources Act NHRA of 1999 (Act 25 of 1999)
SAHRA Report Mapping Project Version 1.0, 2009

Van der Walt,J. 2015. Archaeological Impact Assessment report For the proposed AEP Bloemsmond Solar 1
PV project, Keimoes, Northern Cape. Unpublished report for Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd.

Van der Walt,J. 2019a. Heritage Impact Assessment Sirius Solar PV Project 3, Upington, Northern Cape
Province. Unpublished report for Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd.

Van der Walt,J. 2019b. Heritage Impact Assessment Sirius Solar PV Project 4, Upington, Northern Cape
Province. Unpublished report for Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd.

Van der Walt,J. 2019c. Heritage Impact Assessment Bloemsmond 3, Upington, Northern Cape Province.
Unpublished report for Cape EA Prac.

Van der Walt,J. 2019d. Heritage Impact Assessment Bloemsmond 4, Upington, Northern Cape Province.
Unpublished report for Cape EA Prac.

van der Walt, J. and Lombard, M., 2018. Kite-like structures in the Nama Karoo of South Africa. Antiquity,
92(363).

Van Ryneveld, K. 2007a. Phase 1 Archaeological Impact Assessment -Portion of the Farm Cnydas East 439,
Upington District, Northern Cape,South Africa.

Van Ryneveld, K. 2007b. Phase 1 Archaeological Impact Assessment -Portion of the Farm Boksputs 118,
Groblershoop District, Northern Cape, South Africa.

Van Schalkwyk, J.2011. AlA for Karoshoek Solar Park. Unpublished report.


mailto:jaco.heritage@gmail.com
http://www.heritageconsultants.co.za/
http://www.sahra.org.za/sahris/heritage-reports/aiablocusohiamorrisdapr12

Jaco van der Walt BA (Pret) BA (Hons)
(Archaeology) [Wits], MA (Archaeology [Wits]

Cell: 082-373-8491.
E-mail: jaco.heritage@gmail.com.
Website: www.heritageconsultants.co.za

yaritoge C;\,,J:_

Reg no. 2007/224785/23
VAT no. 4660218696

Private Bag X1049
Suite 34
Modimolle

0510


mailto:jaco.heritage@gmail.com
http://www.heritageconsultants.co.za/

