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PER MAIL / EMAIL
Dear Mr Bellingham

APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, ACT NO. 107 OF 1998, AS AMENDED: FOR THE PROPOSED
CONSTRUCTION OF THE ON-SITE SWITCHING STATION ASSOCIATED WITH THE CASTLE WIND
ENERGY FACILIT, LOCATED ON PORTION 12 OF VENDUSSIE KUIL 165, WITHIN THE RENOSTERBERG
LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, NORTHERN CAPE PROVINCE

The Environmental Authorisation (EA) issued for the abovementioned application by this Department on
08 May 2015, the subsequent environmental authorisation amendments dated 30 June 2015
(14/12/16/3/3/2/278/AM1), 04 April 2017 (14/12/16/3/3/2/278/AM2), 15 March 2018 (14/12/16/3/3/2/278/AM3),
and 26 February 2020 ( 14/12/16/3/3/2/278/AM4), your application for amendment of the EA received on
11 March 2022, the acknowledgement letter dated 22 March 2022, and the additional information received on
05 Aprit 2022, refer.

Based on a review of the reason for requesting an amendment to the above EA, this Department, in terms of
Chapter 5, Regulation 27(2)(a) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014, has decided to
amend the EA dated 08 May 2015 by issuing a new EA.

The attached EA will replace the EA dated 08 May 2015 for the Castle Wind Energy Facility and
associated infrastructure, which includes the on-site switching station (to eventually be owed by Eskom)
to facilitate grid connection for the authorised Castle Wind Energy Facility, located on Portion 12 and 13
of Farm 165 (Vendussie Kuil) and the Remaining Extent of Portion 0 of the Farm 8 (Knapdaar), within the
in Renosterberg and Emthanjeni Local Municipalities, Northern Cape Province, as well as subsequent
amendments. All further amendments must be lodged on the attached EA.



Chief Directorate: Infegrated Environmental Authorisations

Reason for the amendment is as follows:

The amendment involves splitting the EA for the authorised Castle Wind Energy Facility and shared on-site
33/132kV substation. The holder of the EA, Castle Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd, requires that the proposed on-site
substation be split into two portions {an Eskom portion and an PP portion) and that the Eskom portion of the
substation be split from the wind energy facifity such that there is a separate EA and EMPr for the wind energy
facility and IPP Substation (14/12/16/3/3/2/278/1) and another one for the Eskom grid infrastructure
{14/12/16/3/3/2/278f2) to facilitate handover of the grid infrastructure to Eskom in accordance with Eskom's
specific requirements. Both portions of the substation will fall within extent of the onsite collector substation as
assessed i the original EIA. The splitting of the EA and associated EMPrs does not result in a change of the
scope of the existing EA, nor does it increase the level or nature of the impacts which were originally assessed
and considered when the initial application for EA, or subsequent amendments thereto, were made.

General

In terms of Regulation 4(2) of the Environmental impact Assessment Regulations, 2014, as amended (the EIA
Regulations), you are instructed to notify all registered interested and affected parties, in writing and within
fourteen (14) days of the date of the decision, of the decision, as well as the provisions regarding the submission
of appeals that are contained in the Regulations.

In terms of the Promotion of Administrative Justice Act, Act No. 3 of 2000, you are entitied to the right to fair,
lawful and reasonable administrative action; and to written reasons for adminisirative action that affects you
negatively. Further your aftention is drawn to the provisions of the Protection of Personal Information Act, Act
No. 4 of 2013 which stipulate that the Department should conduct itself in a responsible manner when collecting,
processing, storing and sharing an individual or another entity’s personal information by holding the Department
accountable should the Department abuse or compromise your personal information in any way.

Your attention is drawn to Chapter 2 of National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998 National
Appeal Regulations published under Government Notice R993 in Government Gazette No. 38303 dated 08
December 2014 (National Appeal Regulations, 2014), which prescribes the appeal procedure to be followed.
Kindly include a copy of this document (National Appeal Regulations, 2014) with the letter of notification to
interested and affected parties in this matter.

Should any person wish to lodge an appeal against this decision, he/she must submit the appeal to the appeal
administrator, and a copy of the appeal to the applicant, any registered interested and affected party, and any
organ of state with interest in the matter within 20 days from the date that the notification of the decision was
sent to the registered interested and affected parties by the applicant; or the date that the notification of the
decision was sent to the applicant by the Department, whichever is applicable.

Appeals must be submitted in writing in the prescribed form to:
The Director: Appeals and Legal Review of this Department at the below mentioned addresses.

By email: appeals@dffe.gov.za;

DFFE Reference: 14/12/16/3/3/2/278i2
Preject Title: Approval of Environmentzl Authorisation for the proposed construction of the onsite switching station associated with the Castle Wind
Energy Facility located on Portion 12 of Vendussie Kuil 165, in the Renosterberg Local Municipality, Northern Cape Province




_ Chief Directorate: Integrated Environmental Authorisations

By hand: Environment House
473 Steve Biko
Arcadia
Pretoria
0083; or

By post: Private Bag X447
Pretoria
0001

Please note that in terms of Section 43(7) of the National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998,
as amended, the lodging of an appeal will suspend the environmental authorisation or any provision or condition
attached thereto. In the instance where an appeal is lodged, you may not commence with the activity until such
time that the appeal is finalised.

To obtain the prescribed appeal form and for guidance on the submission of appeals, please visit the
Department's website at https://www.environment. gov.za/documents/forms#legal_authorisations or request a
copy of the documents at appeals@dffe.gov.za.

Yours faithfully

P2

Acting Chief Director: Integrated Environmental Authorisations
Department of Rorestry, Fisheries and the Environment

Date: O‘-’]?o ReI2,

}ﬂ;i ‘ Ms Jo-Anne Thomas

Savannah Environmental (Pty] Ltd | Email:_joannef@savannahsa.com
Northern Cape Department of Environment and | Email: dmolelo@half.ncape.gov.za
4 — Nature Conservation (DENC) | ) _

| Mrlsak Visser _1 Emthanjeni Local Municipality Email: visseri@emthanieni.co.za

Ms Deneo Moleko

DFFE Reference: 14/12/16/3/3/21278/2
Project itle: Approval of Envirenmental Authorisation for the proposed construction of the onsite swilching station associated with the Castle Wind
Energy Facility located on Portion 12 of Vendussie Kuil 165, in the Renosterberg Local Muricipality, Northern Cape Province
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Environmental Authorisation

In terms of Regulation 25 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014, as amended

Proposed construction of the on-site switching station associated with the Castle Wind Energy Facility
located on Portion 12 of Vendussie Kuil 165, in the Renosterberg Local Municipality,
Northern Cape Province.

Pixley Ka Seme District Municipality

' Authorisation register number: 1412/16/3/3/2/278/2 |
' Holder of authorisation: Castle Wind Farm (Pty) Limited
Location of activity: Portion 12 of Farm 165 (Vendussie Kuil);

Renosterberg Local Municipality

This authorisation does not negate the holder of the authorisation’s responsibility to comply with any other
statufory requirements that may be applicable to the undertaking of the activity.



Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
Environmental Authorisation Reqg. No. 14/12/16/3/3/2/278/2

Decision

The Department is satisfied, on the basis of information available to it and subject to compliance with the
conditions of this Environmental Authorisation, that the applicant should be authorised to undertake the activities

specified below.

Non-compliance with a condition of this Environmental Authorisation may resuilt in criminal prosecution or other
actions provided for in the National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998, as amended and the

EiA Regulations, 2014, as amended.

Details regarding the basis on which the Department reached this decision are set out in Annexure 1.

Activities authorised

By virtue of the powers conferred on it by the National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998, as
armended and the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014, as amended, the Department hereby

authorises —

CASTLE WIND FARM (PTY) LIMITED

(hereafter referred to as the holder of the authorisation)
with the following contact details -

Mr Christopher Bellingham

22th floor Metropolitan Centre

7 Walter Sisulu Avenue, Foreshore
Cape Town

8001

Telephone Number: 021 831 6134

Email; bellingham@juwi.co.za




Depariment of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 14/12/16/3/3/2/278/2

to undertake the following activities (hereafter referred to as “the activity") indicated in Listing Notice 1 and

Listing Notice 2 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended:

(GN544 Activity 10
The construction of facifities or infrastructure for the | Construction of an onsite IPP substation,

transmission and distribution of efectricity — power line/s, outside an urban area, with a
QOutside wrban areas or industriaf complexes with a capacity | capacity of more than 33kV.
of more than 33kV but less than 275kV

GN 546 Activity 13 (b) & [c) i (bb)
The clearance of an area of 1 hectare or more of vegetation | An area of 1 ha or more of indigenous

where 75% or more of the vegetative cover constifutes vegetation cover need to be cleared in a
indigenous vegetation. rural part of the Northern Cape, within a
{b) National Protected Area Expansion Strategy Focus National Protected Area Expansion
areas. Strategy Focus area.

(a) In the Northern Cape

(i)} Outside urban areas, in: (bb} National Protected Area

Exparnision Strategy Focus areas.

as described in the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAr) dated February 2015 at:

Portion 12 of Farm 165 (Vendussie Kuil) C05700000000016500012

Coordinates of the Eskom switching station

| 30°3543.02'S, 24°18'4.09'E '

- for the proposed construction of the on-site switching station associated with the Castle Wind Energy Facility
located on Portion 12 of Vendussie Kuil 165, in the Renosterberg Local Municipality, Northern Cape Province,

hereafter referred to as “the property”.




Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 14/12/16/3/3/2/278/2

The infrastructure associated with this facility includes:

An on-site switching station (to eventually be owned by Eskom) to facilitate the grid connection for the Castle

Wind Energy Facility. The switching station will be an approximate compound size of 100m x 50m.

Conditions of this Environmental Authorisation

Scope of authorisation

1.

The proposed construction of the 100m x 50m on-site switching station associated with the Castle Wind
Energy Facility located on Portion 12 of Yendussie Kuil 165, in the Renosterberg Local Municipality,
Northern Cape Province is approved as per the above geographic coordinates

Authorisation of the activity is subject to the conditions contained in this Environmental Authorisation, which
form part of the Environmental Authorisation and are binding on the holder of the authorisation.

The holder of the authorisation is responsible for ensuring compliance with the conditions contained in this
Environmental Authorisation. This includes any person acting on the holder's behalf, including but not limited
to, an agent, servant, contractor, sub-contractor, employee, consultant or person rendering a service to the
holder of the authorisation.

The activities authorised may only be carried out at the property as described above.

3. Any changes to, or deviations from, the project description set out in this Environmental Authorisation must

be approved, in writing, by the Department before such changes or deviations may be effected. In assessing
whether to grant such approval or not, the Department may request such information as it deems necessary
to evaiuate the significance and impacts of such changes or deviations and it may be necessary for the
holder of the authorisation to apply for further Environmental Authorisation in terms of the regulations.

The holder of an Environmental Authorisation must apply for an amendment of the Environmental
Authorisation with the Competent Authority for any alienation, transfer or change of ownership rights in the
property on which the activity is to take place.

This activity must commence within a period of ten (10) years from the date of issue of the original
Environmental Authorisation issued on 08 May 2015 (i.e., the authorisation lapses on 08 May 2025.). If
commencement of the activity does not occur within that period, the authorisation lapses and a new
application for Environmental Authorisation must be made in order for the activity to be undertaken. The
Environmental Authorisation will not be extended further.

Construction must be completed within five (05) years of the commencement of the activity on site.




Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
Environmental Autherisation Reg. No. 14/12/16/3/3/2/278/2

Notification of authorisation and right to appeal

10.

The holder of the authorisation must notify every registered interested and affected party, in writing and

within 14 (fourteen) calendar days of the date of this Environmental Authorisation, of the decision to

authorise the activity.

The notification referred to must —

10.1. specify the date on which the authorisation was issued;

10.2. inform the interested and affected party of the appeal procedure provided for in the National Appeal
Regulations, 2014;

10.3. advise the interested and affected party that a copy of the authorisation will be furnished on request;
and

10.4. give the reasons of the Competent Authority for the decision.

Commencement of the activity

1.

The authorised activity shall not commence until the period for the submission of appeals has lapsed as
per the National Appeal Regulations, 2014, and no appeal has been lodged against the decision. In terms
of Section 43(7), an appeal under Section 43 of the National Environmental Management Act, Act No.
107 of 1998, as amended will suspend the Environmental Authorisation or any provision or condition
attached thereto. In the instance where an appeal is lodged you may not commence with the activity until

such time that the appeal has been finalised.

Management of the activity

12.

A copy of the final site layout plan must be submitted to the Department for written approval prior to

commencement of the activity. All available biodiversity information must be used in the finalisation of the

layout plan. Existing infrastructure must be used as far as possible e.g. roads. The layout map must

indicate the following:

12.1 Wetlands, drainage lines, rivers, stream and water crossing of roads and cables;

12.2 All sensitive features e.g. heritage sites, wetlands, pans and drainage channels that will be
affected by the facility;

12.3 Substation(s) inverters and/or transformers including their entire footprint;

124 Soil heaps (temporary for topsoil and subsoil and permanently for excess material);

./'fd.‘



Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 14/12/16/3/3/2/27812

13.

14.

15.

12.5
12.6

Borrow pits;
The final layout pian must also be superimposed (overlain} over an environmental sensitivity

map to be submitted to the department.

The applicant must appoint a qualified botanical and fauna specialist to ground truth every footprint and

their recommendation must inform the final layout of the Eskom switching station to be submitted to the

department for approval.
The Environmental Management Pian (EMPr) submitted as part of the application for environmental
authorisation must be amended and submitted with the abovementioned layout plan fo the Department

for written approval prior to commencement of the activity.

The EMPr amendments must include the following:

15.1
15.2
15.3

15.4

15.5

15.6

15.7

15.8

All recommendations and mitigation measures recorded in the EIR dated February 2015,

The requirements and conditions of this authorisation.

A plant rescue and protection plan which allows for the maximum franspiant of conservation
important species from areas to be transformed. This plan must be compiled by a vegetation
specialist familiar with the site in consultation with the ECO and be implemented prior to
commencement of the construction phase.

An open space management plan to be implemented during the construction and operation of the
facility.

A re-vegetation and habitat rehabilitation plan to be implemented during the construction and
operation of the facility including timeframes for restoration which must indicate rehabilitation
within the shortest possible time after completion of construction activities to reduce the amount
of habitat converted at any one time and fo speed up the recovery to natural habitats.

An alien invasive management plan to be implemented during construction and operation of the
facility. The plan must include mitigation measures to reduce the invasion of alien species and
ensure that the continuous monitoring and removal of alien species is undertaken.

A storm water management plan to be implemented during the construction and operation of the
facility. The plan must ensure compliance with applicable regulations and prevent off-site
migration of contaminated storm water or increased soil erosion. The plan must include the
construction of appropriate design measures that allow surface and subsurface movement of
water along drainage lines so as not to impede natural surface and sub-surface flows. Drainage
measures must promote the dissipation of storm water run-off.

An effective monitoring system to detect any leakage or spillage of all hazardous substances
during their transportation, handling, use and storage. This must include precautionary measures

to fimit the possibility of oil and other toxic liquids from entering the soil or storm water systems.
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16.

17

18.

15.9  An erosion management plan for monitoring and rehabilitating erosion events associated with the
facility. Appropriate erosion mitigation must form part of this plan to prevent and reduce the risk
of any potential erosion.

15.10 A transportation plan for the transport of turbine components, main assembly cranes and other
large pieces of equipment.

15.11 A traffic management plan for the site access roads to ensure that no hazards would results from
the increased truck traffic and that traffic flow would not be adversely impacted. This plan must
include measures to minimize impacts on local commuters e.g. limiting construction vehicles
travelling on public roadways during the moming and late afternoon commute time and avoid
using roads through densely populated built-up areas so as not to disturb existing retail and
commercial operations.

15.12  An avifauna and bat monitoring programme to document the effect of the operation of the energy
facility on avifauna and bats. This must be compiled by a qualified specialist.

15.13  An environmental sensitivity map indicating environmental sensitive areas and features identified
during the EIA process.

15.14 Measures to protect hydrological features such as streams, rivers, pans, wetlands, dams and
their catchments, and other environmental sensitive areas from construction impacts including
the direct or indirect spillage of pollutants.

The approved EMPr must be implemented and strictly enforced during all phases of the project. It must

be seen as a dynamic document and must be included in all contract documentation for all phases of the

development when approved.

The provisions of the approved EMPr including the mitigation measures identified in the EIR and

specialist’ studies must be an extension of the conditions of this EA and therefore noncompliance with

them would constitute noncompliance with the EA.

The holder of this authorisation must appoint qualified vegetation, fauna, heritage and avifauna speciafists

to ground-truth every infrastructure footprint and their recommendation must inform the final layout of the

facility and the EMPr to be submitted to the department for approval.

Frequency and process of updating the EMPr

19.

The EMPr must be updated where the findings of the environmental audit reports, contemplated in
Condition 23 below, indicate insufficient mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the
undertaking of the activity, or insufficient levels of compliance with the environmental authorisation or
EMPr.
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20.

21.

22,

23.

The updated EMPr must contain recommendations to rectify the shoricomings identified in the
environmental audit report.

The updated EMPr must be submitted to the Department for approval together with the environmental
audit report, as per Regulation 34 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended. The updated EMPr must
have been subjected to a public participation process, which process has been agreed to by the
Department, prior to submission of the updated EMPr to the Department for approval.

In assessing whether to grant approval of an EMPr which has been updated as a result of an audit, the
Department will consider the processes prescribed in Regulation 35 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as
amended. Prior to approving an amended EMPr, the Department may request such amendments to the
EMPr as it deems appropriate to ensure that the EMPr sufficiently provides for avoidance, management
and mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the undertaking of the activity.

The holder of the authorisation must apply for an amendment of an EMPr, if such amendment is required
before an audit is required. The amendment process is prescribed in Regulation 37 of the EIA Regulations,
2014, as amended. The holder of the authorisation must request comments on the proposed amendments
to the impact management outcomes of the EMPr or amendments to the closure objectives of the closure
plan from potentially interested and affected parties, including the competent authority, by using any of
the methods provided for in the Act for a period of at least 30 days.

Monitoring

24. The holder of the authorisation must appoint an experienced Environmental Control Officer (ECO) for the

construction phase of the development that will have the responsibility to ensure that the

mitigation/rehabilitation measures and recommendations referred to in this environmental authorisation are

implemented and to ensure compliance with the provisions of the approved EMPr.

24.1.
24.2.

24.3.

24.4.

The ECO must be appointed before commencement of any authorised activities.

Once appointed, the name and contact details of the ECO must be submitted to the
Director: Compliance Monitoring of the Department.

The ECO must keep record of all activities on site, problems identified, transgressions noted and a
task schedule of tasks undertaken by the ECQ.

The ECO must remain employed until all rehabiiitation measures, as required for implementation

due to construction damage, are completed and the site is ready for operation.
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Recording and reporting to the Department

25.

26.

27.

28.

29,

30.

All documentation e.g. audit/monitoring/compliance reports and notifications, required to be submitted to
the Department in terms of this environmental authorisation, must be submitted to the
Director: Compliance Monitoring of the Department.

The holder of the environmental authorisation must, for the period during which the environmental
authorisation and EMPr remain valid, ensure that project compliance with the conditions of the
environmental authorisation and the EMPr are audited, and that the audit reports are submitted to the
Director: Compliance Monitoring of the Department.

The frequency of auditing and of submission of the environmental audit reports must be as per the
frequency indicated in the EMPr, taking into account the processes for such auditing as prescribed in
Regulation 34 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended.

The holder of the authorisation must, in addition, submit an environmental audit report to the Department
within 30 days of completion of the construction phase (i.e. within 30 days of site handover) and a final
environmental audit report within 30 days of completion of rehabilitation activities.

The environmental audit reports must be compiled in accordance with Appendix 7 of the EIA Regulations,
2014 as amended and must indicate the date of the audit, the name of the auditor and the outcome of the
audit in terms of compliance with the environmental authorisation conditions as well as the requirements
of the approved EMPr.

Records relating to monitoring and auditing must be kept on site and made available for inspection to any

relevant and competent authority in respect of this development.

Notification to authorities

31, Awritten notification of commencement must be given to the Department no later than fourteen (14) days
prior to the commencement of the activity. Commencement for the purposes of this condition includes site
preparation. The notice must include a date on which it is anticipated that the activity will commence, as
well as a reference number.

Operation of the activity

32. A written notification of operation must be given to the Department no later than fourteen (14} days prior

to the commencement of the activity operational phase.
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Site closure and decommissioning

33.  Should the activity ever cease or become redundant, the holder of the authorisation must undertake the
required actions as prescribed by legislation at the time and comply with all relevant legal requirements
administered by any relevant and Competent Authority at that fime.

Specific conditions

Vedgetation, wetlands and water resources

34,
35.
36.

37.

38.

38.

40.

41.

42,

43.

All species of special concern (SSC) must be identified and every effort must be made to rescue them.
Vegetation clearing must be limited to the required footprint.

Critical available biodiversity information must be consulted for the final placement of turbines, PV panels
and infrastructure.

A "Plant Rescue and Protection” plan which allows for the maximum transplant of conservation important
species from areas to be transformed must be compiled by a vegetation specialist familiar with the site in
consultation with the ECO. This plan must be implemented prior to commencement of the construction
phase.

Construction activities must be restricted to demarcated areas to restrict impact on vegetation, birds and
animals,

All areas of disturbed soil must be reclaimed using only indigenous grass and shrubs. Reclamation
activities should be undertaken as early as possible on disturbed areas.

Topsoil from all excavations and construction activities must be salvaged and reapplied during
reclamation.

No exotic plants may be used for rehabilitation purposes; only indigenous plants of the area may be
utilised.

Cleared alien vegetation must not be dumped on adjacent intact vegetation during clearing but should be
ternporarily stored in a demarcated area.

The applicant must ensure that all the “No-go” areas are clearly demarcated (using fencing and

appropriate signage} before construction commences.

Visual Resources

44,

Lay down areas and stockyards should be located in low visibility areas (e.g. valleys between ridges) and

existing vegetation should be used to screen them from view where possible.

10
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45.  Night lighting of the construction sites should be minimised within the requirements of safety and
efficiency.

Human Health and Safety

46. A health and safety programme must be developed to protect both workers and the general public during
construction, operation and decommissioning of the energy fagility. The programme must establish a
safety zone for wind turbines from residences and occupied buildings, roads, rights-of-way and other
public access areas that is sufficient to prevent accidents resulting from the operation of the wind turbines.

47.  Potential interference with public safety communications systems (e.g. radio traffic related to emergency
activities) must be avoided.

48. The applicant must train safety representatives, managers and workers in workplace safety. The
construction process must be compliant with all safety and health measures as prescribed by the relevant
act.

49.  Liaison with landowners/farm managers is to be done prior to construction in order to provide sufficient
time for them fo plan agricultural activities.

50.  No unsupervised open fires for cooking or heating must be allowed on site,

Hazardous materials and waste management

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

Areas around fuel tanks must be bunded or contained in a manner as per the requirements of SABS
089:1999 Part 1.

Hazardous waste such as bitumen, oils, oily rags, paint tins etc. must be disposed of at an approved
hazardous waste landfill site.

An effective monitoring system must be put in place during the construction phase of the development to
detect any leakage or spillage of all hazardous substances during their transportation, handling, use and
storage. The applicant must ensure that precautionary measures are in place to limit the possibility of oit
and other toxic liquids from entering the soil or storm water system.

No temporary storage of any materials may take place outside designated and demarcated lay down
areas, and these must all be located within areas of iow environmental sensitivity.

Hazardous and flammable substances must be stored and used in compliance to the applicable
regulations and safety instructions. No chemicals must be stored nor may any vehicle maintenance occur
within 350m of the temporal zone of wetlands, a drainage line with or without an extensive floodplain or
hillside wetlands.

Spill kits must be made available on-site for the clean-up of spills.

11
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5.

58.

59.

An integrated waste management approach must be implemented that is based on waste minimisation
and must incorporate reduction, recycling, re-use and disposal.

Any solid waste must be disposed of at a landfill licensed in terms of section 20(b) of the National
Environment Management Waste Act, 2008 (Act 59 of 2008).

Temporary ablution facilities must be provided for staff at all times during the construction phase. The
ablutions must be cleaned regularly with associated waste being disposed of at a registered/permitted

waste site and must be removed from the site when the construction phase is completed.

Excavation and blasting activities

60. Foundations and trenches must be backfilled with originally excavated materials as much as possibie.
Excess excavation materials must be disposed of only in approved areas or, if suitable, stockpiled for use
in reclamation activities.

61. Borrow materials must be obtained only from authorized and permitted sites.

62.  Anti-erosion measures such as silt fences must be installed in disturbed areas.

Air emissions

63.  Dust abatement techniques must be used before and during surface clearing, excavation, or blasting
activities.

64.  Appropriate dust suppression technigues must be implemented on alf exposed surfaces during periods of

high wind. Such measures may include wet suppression, chemiical stabilisation, the use of a wind fence,

covering surfaces with straw chippings and re-vegetation of open areas.

Historical / cultural / paleontolonical resources

65.  Should any graves be found, all construction activities must be suspended, and an archaeologist he
contacted immediately. The discovered graves must be cordoned off.

General

66. A copy of this Environmental Authorisation, the audit and compliance monitoring reports, and the

approved EMPr, must be made available for inspection and copying-

66.1. at the site of the authorised activity;

66.2. to anyone on request, and

66.3. where the holder of the Environmental Authorisation has a website, on such publicly accessible

website,

12



Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 14/12/16/3/3/2/278/2

67.  National government, provincial government, local authorities or committees appointed in terms of the
conditions of this authorisaﬂon or any other public authority shalf not be held responsible for any damages
or losses suffered by the holder of the authorisation or histher successor in title in any instance where
construction or operation subsequent to construction be temporarily or permanently stopped for reasons
of non-compliance by the holder of the authorisation with the conditions of authorisation as set out in this

document or any other subsequent document emanating from these conditions of authorisation.

Date of Environmental Authorisation: 0‘1! "-‘5{ 2022,

JM =dlo—oa—s=

7~ Ms Milicent Solomon
Acting Chief Director: integrated Environmental Authorisations
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
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Annexure 1: Reasons for Decision

1. Information considered in making the decision

In reaching its decision, the Department took, inter afia, the following into consideration -

a)  The information contained in the EIR dated February 2015;

b)  The comments received from organ of state and interested and affected parties as included in the EIR
dated February 2015;

c)  Mitigation measures as proposed in the EIR dated February 2015 and the draft EMPr;

d)  Theinformation contained in the specialist studies contained within Appendix D of the EIR dated February
2015.

2. Key factors considered in making the decision

All information presented to the Department was taken into account in the Department's consideration of the

application. A summary of the issues which, in the Department's view, were of the most significance is set out

below.

a)  Thefindings of all the specialist studies conducted and their recommended mitigation measures.

b)  The need for the proposed project stems from the need for clean and renewable energy sources to reduce
the country supply problems.

c¢)  The EIR dated February 2015 identified all legislation and guidelines that have been considered in the
preparation of the EIAr.

d)  The EIR dated February 2015 identified all legislation and guidelines that have been considered in the
preparation of the ElAr dated February 2015.

e} The methodology used in assessing the potential impacts identified in the EIAr dated February 2015 and
the specialist studies have been adequately indicated.

fy A sufficient public participation process was undertaken, and the applicant has satisfied the minimum
requirements as prescribed in the EIA Reguiations, 2014 as amended for public involvement.
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3.

Findings

After consideration of the information and factors fisted above, the Department made the following findings -

a)

AN X

D

(=N
—_—— e

The identification and assessment of impacts are detailed in the ElAr dated February 2015 and sufficient
assessment of the key identified issues and impacts have been completed.

The procedure followed for impact assessment is adequate for the decision-making process.

The information contained in the ElAr dated February 2015 is deemed to be accurate and credible.

The proposed mitigation of impacts identified and assessed adequately curtails the identified impacts.
EMPr measures for the pre-construction, construction and rehabilitation phases of the development were
proposed and included in the EIAr and will be implemented to manage the identified environmental

impacts during the construction phase.

In view of the above, the Department is satisfied that, subject to compliance with the conditions contained in the

environmental authorisation, the authorised activities will not conflict with the general objectives of integrated

environmental management laid down in Chapter 5 of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 and

that any potentially detrimental environmental impacts resulting from the authorised activities can be mitigated

to acceptable levels. The environmental authorisation is accordingly granted.
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G817 Fosostry, Fisheries and the Envimament
Wwt”  REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA
Pratn Thag YAST PRETCRIA OO Emdronment Houge - 473 Slave Bl Road, Arcatlla: PRETORIA

Yoo 27 12380 000
Engulries: Daviragte Bendoman Telenhone: 012 395 8397 Bmall

Me. Milcont Sclomons
Director: Prioritized Infrastruchure Projects

Dear bire Solomong

APPGINTHENT AS ACTING CHIEF DIRECTOR: INTEGRATED ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORIZATIONS
FOR THE PERIOD OF 25 APRIL 2022 UNTIL 91 OCTOBER 2022

| hereby inform you that | have decided 1o appoint you as the Acting Chisf Direcior: Integrated
Envirenmental Authorizations for the period of 25 April fo 31 Ccicher 2022 whilst Mr Sabefo Malaza is
fulfliing his temporary reassignment function al the Forestry Branch,

All tha comespondence and other documents that are ususlly signed by the Chief Director; Integrated
Environmental Authorizations must be signed under Acling Chief Director Integrated Ervironmental
Authorizations during the ebove-mentioned pariod,

Your appointment In the above acting position remains subject i the provisions of the Public Service Aot
1884 (Proclamation No. 103 of 1894), as amended, the Govemment Employess Pansion Fund Act, 1996
{Proclamation No. 21 of 1698}, the regulations promulgatsd under these Acts and relevant circulars.

In the exacution of your dufiss and the exercising of the powars delegated i you, you will furthermore be
subjecisd o the provislons of the Public Finante Management Acl, compliancs with the Promotion of
Accass fo information Act, Promotion of Adminlstrative Jusfice Act the Minimum Information Sscurity
Standard, Depertmenial Policles and other applicable lsgistations with the Republic of South Africa. You are
therafors advised fo make yoursslf familiar with the provisions of thess legisiations and poficias and the
amsndments thereof. {Coples of Departmental policies can bs obtained from the Human Resource Office),

Please accept my hearifsit gratitude for all your asslstance on behalf of the department,

Yours sincersly e o e

~ <3 | ACCEPT { BO-NOT-AGEERY
I N $ e g
inagy prmm—— appoiniment as  Acting Chlef

Depusty Director-General: RCSH {Regulatory Compilance and | Dlrector: Intagrated Environmental
Authorizations

Sector Monlioring) . . Sioned®
o oq«,’é&f&& _
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