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8001 Date: 13 December 2019

ATTENTION: MS / MRS NATASHA HIGGITT

VIA EMAIL

Dear Ms / Mrs Natasha Higgitt,

PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF THE DWARSRUG WIND FARM NEAR LOERIESFONTEIN,
NORTHERN CAPE PROVINCE (DEA REFERENCE NO.: 4/12/16/3/3/2/690/AM2) -
RESPONSE TO INTERIM COMMENT DATED 15 NOVEMBER 2019

The South African Heritage Resources Agency’s (SAHRA’s) Interim Comment letter dated 15 November
2019 (Appendix A) for the Part 2 Environmental Authorisation (EA) Amendment process for the Dwarsrug
Wind Farm near Loeriesfontein, Northern Cape Province (DEA Reference No.: 14/12/16/3/3/2/690/AM2)
refers.

SAHRA's Archaeology, Palaeontology and Meteorites (APM) Unit requested that a field-based
Palaeontological Impact Assessment (PIA) be conducted for the amended layout of the authorised Wind
Energy Facility (WEF) as part of the EA Amendment application. It was further stated that the draft EA
Amendment Motivation report must be amended to include the results of this study. In addition, it was
advised that the EA amendment process be extended in terms of section 32(1)b of the National
Environmental Management Act (Act No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA) regulations, as amended, in order to
comply with the interim comment provided.

According to Section 32(1)a of the NEMA Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014 (as
amended), the final report must be submitted to the competent authority within 90 days of receipt of the
application by the competent authority. Since the application for amendment was submitted to the
competent authority, namely the Department of Environmental Affairs (DEA), on 12 August 2019, the
applicant had until Monday 11 November 2019 to submit the Final EA Amendment Assessment Report to
the DEA for decision-making. SAHRA only issued the Interim Comment on 15 November 2019, after the
Final EA Amendment Assessment Report had been submitted to the DEA for decision-making, thus the
field-based PIA could not be undertaken and the results could not be included in the Draft EA Amendment
Assessment Report, as requested.

The Draft EA Amendment Assessment Report was made available for review and commenting for a
period of 30 days from Friday 27 September 2019 to Monday 28 October 2019, excluding public holidays.
All Interested and/or Affected Parties (I&APs), key stakeholders and Organs of State (OoS) / authorities
registered on the project database were notified about the availability of the Draft EA Amendment
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Assessment Report and were given 30 days to comment on the report. In addition, the key stakeholders /
Oo0S / authorities were sent electronic copies (on CD) of the report (including all appendices) during the
30-day comment and review period. As such, SAHRA were provided with an opportunity to comment on
the proposed amendments during the 30-day review and comment period of the Draft EA Amendment
Assessment Report. Should SAHRA have provided these comments as part of the 30-day review and
comment period for the Draft EA Amendment Assessment Report, this would have given the applicant
enough time to appoint a suitably qualified Palaeontologist, have them undertake the field-based PIA and
include the results in the Final EA Amendment Assessment Report before it was submitted to the DEA for
decision-making.

It should also be noted that according to section 32(1)b of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014 (as
amended), should an applicant wish to extend the timeframes for an EA amendment process, the
applicant must submit a notification in writing that the final report will be submitted within 140 days of
receipt of the application by the competent authority, as significant changes have been made or significant
new information has been added to the report. Due to the fact that SAHRA'’s Interim Comment was only
issued on 15 November 2019, after the Final EA Amendment Assessment Report was submitted to the
DEA for decision-making, the applicant was unaware that a time extension would be required. In addition,
the applicant cannot request a time extension after the final report has already been submitted to the DEA.
Should SAHRA have provided the Interim Comments as part of the 30-day review and comment period for
the Draft EA Amendment Assessment Report, this would have given the applicant enough time to request
a time extension from the DEA.

Despite the limitations mentioned above, the applicant has confirmed that a final PIA walkthrough of the
WEF site will be undertaken by a suitably qualified Palaeontologist before construction commences and
that the results of this walkthrough will be sent to SAHRA for review and commenting. It should be noted
that Condition 127 of the Original EA for the Dwarsrug Wind Farm (DEA Reference No.:
14/12/16/3/3/2/690) (Appendix B) states that the exclusion of sensitive ecological, heritage and
paleontological areas from construction activities must inform micro siting of all development activities. In
light of this, a final PIA walkthrough will need to be undertaken by the applicant before construction
commences so that the results can inform the micro siting of all development activities. It should also be
noted that according to Condition 15 of the Original EA, the Environmental Management Programme
(EMPr) submitted as part of the EIA Report (EIAr) was not approved and must be amended to include
measures as dictated by the final site layout map and micro-siting. It was further stated that the EMPr
must be made available for comments and the holder of the EA must consider such comments. Once
amended, the final EMPr must be submitted to the DEA for written approval prior to commencement of the
activity. Once approved the EMPr must be implemented and adhered to.

Since the EA is considered to be a legally binding document, the conditions mentioned above will need to
be adhered to by the holder of the EA. In light of this, the holder of the EA will amend the EMPr which was
submitted as part of the EIAr to include the results of the final PIA walkthrough as well as the measures as
dictated by the final site layout map and micro-siting. This will be done before construction commences. In
addition, the EMPr will be made available for comments prior to commencement of construction and
SAHRA will therefore be provided an opportunity to comment on the results of the final PIA walkthrough
as well as the measures / recommendations included in the final EMPr. As mentioned above, the holder of
the EA must consider the comments received during the EMPr review and comment period. Once
amended, the EMPr will be submitted to the DEA for written approval prior to commencement of
construction. Once approved the EMPr will be implemented and adhered to.
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As such, the Interim Comment issued by SAHRA on 15 November 2019 as part of the EA Amendment
process for the Dwarsrug Wind Farm will be addressed by the holder of the EA prior to construction
commencing. SAHRA will be consulted prior to construction commencing and will be provided with an
opportunity to comment on the results of the final PIA walkthrough as well as the measures /
recommendations included in the final EMPr. Additionally, based on the Interim Comment issued by
SAHRA on 06/08/2015 for the original EA application, the applicant has confirmed that the cemetery at
DRO04 will be restored and fenced, as requested.

We trust that this response letter has adequately addressed SAHRA’s comments with regards to the EA
Amendment process.

Please be advised that SAHRA'’s Interim Comment as well as this subsequent response letter will be
forwarded to the relevant DEA Case Officer in order to assist with the decision-making process.

Please do not hesitate to contact SIVEST should there be any issues and/or queries in this regard.

Yours sincerely

—=

Stephan Jacobs
Environmental Consultant
SiVEST Environmental

Appendix A: Interim Comment Letter dated 15 November 2019
Appendix B: Original Environmental Authorisation (EA)
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Appendix A
Interim Comment Letter dated 15 November
2019



Dwarsrug Wind Farm Part 2 Amendment

Our Ref:
Enquiries: Natasha Higgitt Date: Friday November 15, 2019
Tel: 021 462 4502 Page No: 1

Email: nhiggitt@sahra.org.za
CaselD: 14397

Interim Comment
In terms of Section 38(3), 38(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999)

Attention: Sivest - Gauteng

PO BOX 2921
Rivonia
2128

Proposed Construction of the Dwarsrug Wind Farm near Loeriesfontein, Northern Cape Province

Sivest SA (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by South Africa Mainstream Renewable Power Developments (Pty)
Ltd to undertake an Environmental Authorisation (EA) Amendment Application to amend the authorised
Dwarsrug Wind Farm near Loeriesfontein, Northern Cape Province (DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/690/AM2).

A draft EA Amendment Assessment Report has been submitted in terms of the National Environmental
Management Act, No 107 of 1998 (NEMA), NEMA Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations. The
proposed amendments include increasing the turbine hub height from 160 m up to 200 m; and increasing the
rotor diameter from 160 m up to 200 m. These increases may result in the reduction with the number of
turbines to be constructed. The impacts regarding visual and noise impacts were found to be the same as part
of the original EA Application in SAHRIS Case ID 6161

(https://sahris.sahra.org.za/cases/dwarsrug-wind-farm).

An Interim Comment was issued on the 06/08/2015 for the original EA application requesting that a field-based
palaeontological assessment be undertaken for the proposed project. It appears that this has yet to be
completed. Additionally, it was requested that the cemetery at DR04 be restored and fenced.

A letter has been submitted by PGS Heritage (Pty) Ltd regarding the proposed amendments.

Fourie, W. 2019. Proposed construction of the Dwarsrug Wind Farm near Loeriesfontein, Northern Cape
Province: Heritage Statement.

The author found that the proposed amendments would not change the findings of the previous HIA submitted
for the project.
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Dwarsrug Wind Farm Part 2 Amendment

Our Ref:
Enquiries: Natasha Higgitt Date: Friday November 15, 2019
Tel: 021 462 4502 Page No: 2

Email: nhiggitt@sahra.org.za
CaselD: 14397

Interim Comment

As the previously requested field-based PIA has not been completed for the original EA, the SAHRA
Archaeology, Palaeontology and Meteorites (APM) Unit requests that a field-based PIA be conducted for the
amended layout of the authorised WEF as part of the EA Amendment application. The field-based PIA must
be conducted by a qualified palaeontologist and the report must comply with the SAHRA 2012 Minimum
Standards: Palaeontological Component of Heritage Impact Assessments. The draft EA Amendment
Motivation report must be amended to include the results of this study.

SAHRA advises the applicant to extend the EA amendment process in terms of section 32(1)b of the NEMA
regulations in order to comply with this comment. Further comments will be issued upon receipt of the above
reports.

Should you have any further queries, please contact the designated official using the case number quoted
above in the case header.

Yours faithfully

Natasha Higgitt
Heritage Officer
South African Heritage Resources Agency
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Phillip Hine
Manager: Archaeology, Palaeontology and Meteorites Unit
South African Heritage Resources Agency
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ADMIN:
Direct URL to case: http://www.sahra.org.za/node/529355
(DEA, Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/690/AM2)
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Appendix B
Original Environmental Authorisation (EA)








































































































