


 

From the desk of Gabriele Wood 

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com 
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
21 January 2013 

Department of Water Affairs 

185 Schoeman Street 

Pretoria 

0001 

 

Tel: 0123367488 

Email: ngobenit@dwa.gov.za 

 

Dear Tocky Ngobeni 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MERAPI PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR ENERGY 

FACILITY, NEAR EXCELSIOR, FREE STATE PROVINCE 

DEA REF NOs.: 

14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (PHASE 1), 14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (PHASE 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 

(PHASE 3) AND 14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (PHASE 4). 

 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd is proposing the establishment of a 

photovoltaic (PV) solar energy facility and associated infrastructure within a broader area 

of approximately 1504 hectares.  The proposed facility is envisaged to have a generating 

capacity of 300 MW (to be developed in 4 phases of 75MW each).  The proposed facility is 

located on Portion 0 of Farm 311 Ceylon, Portion 0 of Farm 566 Moedersgift, Portion 0 of 

Farm 1623 Welgegund, Portion 0 of Farm 374 Concordia, and Portion 1 of Farm 1547 De 

Hoop located 5 km south-east of Excelsior in the Free State Province.  The R709 road 

bisects the centre of the site. The study area falls within the jurisdiction of the Mantsopa 

Local Municipality.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

In terms of sections 24 and 24D of the National Environmental Management Act (No 107 

of 1998), as read with the EIA Regulations of GN R543 – GN R546, a Scoping and EIA 

Study will be required to be undertaken for the proposed Merapi Solar Park.  In order to 

accommodate the end-requirement that each phase receives an Environmental 

Authorisation for the respective projects, 4 separate applications have been submitted the 

National Department of Environmental Affairs.  The projects have been registered under 

Application Reference Numbers: 14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (Phase 1), 

14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (Phase 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 (Phase 3) and 

14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (Phase 4). 

 

 



 

 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC 

REVIEW 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa appointed Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd to undertake 

the Environmental Impact Assessment to identify and assess all potential environmental 

impacts that might arise as a result of the proposed project.  The public participation 

process, which forms part of the overall EIA process, is also being undertaken by 

Savannah Environmental.   

 

A draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report has been prepared by Savannah 

Environmental and is available for public review.  The 30-day public review period for 

the draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report is from 21 January 2013 – 20 

February 2013.  Please find herewith a copy of the draft Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report for your review and comment.  The report is also available for 

download from www.savannahSA.com.  

 

Please could you kindly submit your formal comments by sending written correspondence 

in this regard?  All comments received will be submitted in the Environmental Impact 

Assessment report which will be submitted to the DEA.  Comments can be made as written 

submission via fax, post or e-mail. 

 

In terms of the NEMA Amendment Act a 40-day review period will be allowed for 

commenting authorities / organs of state to submit their comments on the draft 

Scoping Report to the Department of Environmental Affairs.  Please could you kindly 

provide the name and contact details of the relevant contact person at your department 

who we would liaise with regarding this project.  By registering on the project database, 

you will receive all information relating to the project and will be provided with an 

opportunity to provide comment and input into the EIA process. 

 

All Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to attend a public meeting to be 

held on 30 January 2013 at 16:00 at the Excelsior Public Library (39 Kommissie 

Street, Excelsior). 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require additional information and/or 

clarification regarding the proposed project.  Our team welcomes your participation and 

looks forward to your involvement throughout this process. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

MRS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL 

 



 

From the desk of Gabriele Wood 

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com 
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
23 January 2013 

Free State Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 

40 Jan van Riebeeck Street 

Thaba Nchu 

9780 

 

Tel: 051-875-1160 

Email: thabita@agric.fs.gov.za 

 

Dear Thabita Mokone 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MERAPI PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR ENERGY 

FACILITY, NEAR EXCELSIOR, FREE STATE PROVINCE 

DEA REF NOs.: 

14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (PHASE 1), 14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (PHASE 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 

(PHASE 3) AND 14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (PHASE 4). 

 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd is proposing the establishment of a 

photovoltaic (PV) solar energy facility and associated infrastructure within a broader area 

of approximately 1504 hectares.  The proposed facility is envisaged to have a generating 

capacity of 300 MW (to be developed in 4 phases of 75MW each).  The proposed facility is 

located on Portion 0 of Farm 311 Ceylon, Portion 0 of Farm 566 Moedersgift, Portion 0 of 

Farm 1623 Welgegund, Portion 0 of Farm 374 Concordia, and Portion 1 of Farm 1547 De 

Hoop located 5 km south-east of Excelsior in the Free State Province.  The R709 road 

bisects the centre of the site. The study area falls within the jurisdiction of the Mantsopa 

Local Municipality.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

In terms of sections 24 and 24D of the National Environmental Management Act (No 107 

of 1998), as read with the EIA Regulations of GN R543 – GN R546, a Scoping and EIA 

Study will be required to be undertaken for the proposed Merapi Solar Park.  In order to 

accommodate the end-requirement that each phase receives an Environmental 

Authorisation for the respective projects, 4 separate applications have been submitted the 

National Department of Environmental Affairs.  The projects have been registered under 

Application Reference Numbers: 14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (Phase 1), 

14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (Phase 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 (Phase 3) and 

14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (Phase 4). 

 

 



 

 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC 

REVIEW 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa appointed Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd to undertake 

the Environmental Impact Assessment to identify and assess all potential environmental 

impacts that might arise as a result of the proposed project.  The public participation 

process, which forms part of the overall EIA process, is also being undertaken by 

Savannah Environmental.   

 

A draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report has been prepared by Savannah 

Environmental and is available for public review.  The 30-day public review period for 

the draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report is from 21 January 2013 – 20 

February 2013.  Please find herewith a copy of the draft Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report for your review and comment.  The report is also available for 

download from www.savannahSA.com.  

 

Please could you kindly submit your formal comments by sending written correspondence 

in this regard?  All comments received will be submitted in the Environmental Impact 

Assessment report which will be submitted to the DEA.  Comments can be made as written 

submission via fax, post or e-mail. 

 

In terms of the NEMA Amendment Act a 40-day review period will be allowed for 

commenting authorities / organs of state to submit their comments on the draft 

Scoping Report to the Department of Environmental Affairs.  Please could you kindly 

provide the name and contact details of the relevant contact person at your department 

who we would liaise with regarding this project.  By registering on the project database, 

you will receive all information relating to the project and will be provided with an 

opportunity to provide comment and input into the EIA process. 

 

All Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to attend a public meeting to be 

held on 30 January 2013 at 16:00 at the Excelsior Public Library (39 Kommissie 

Street, Excelsior). 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require additional information and/or 

clarification regarding the proposed project.  Our team welcomes your participation and 

looks forward to your involvement throughout this process. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

 

 

 

MRS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL 

 



 

From the desk of Gabriele Wood 

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com 
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
21 January 2013 

Department of Agriculture, Forestry & Fisheries 

Delpen Building, Office 270 

Cnr Annie Botha and Union Street  

Pretoria 

0084 

 

Tel: 0123197634 

Email: thokob@daff.gov.za 

 

Dear Thoko Buthelezi 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MERAPI PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR ENERGY 

FACILITY, NEAR EXCELSIOR, FREE STATE PROVINCE 

DEA REF NOs.: 

14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (PHASE 1), 14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (PHASE 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 

(PHASE 3) AND 14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (PHASE 4). 

 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd is proposing the establishment of a 

photovoltaic (PV) solar energy facility and associated infrastructure within a broader area 

of approximately 1504 hectares.  The proposed facility is envisaged to have a generating 

capacity of 300 MW (to be developed in 4 phases of 75MW each).  The proposed facility is 

located on Portion 0 of Farm 311 Ceylon, Portion 0 of Farm 566 Moedersgift, Portion 0 of 

Farm 1623 Welgegund, Portion 0 of Farm 374 Concordia, and Portion 1 of Farm 1547 De 

Hoop located 5 km south-east of Excelsior in the Free State Province.  The R709 road 

bisects the centre of the site. The study area falls within the jurisdiction of the Mantsopa 

Local Municipality.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

In terms of sections 24 and 24D of the National Environmental Management Act (No 107 

of 1998), as read with the EIA Regulations of GN R543 – GN R546, a Scoping and EIA 

Study will be required to be undertaken for the proposed Merapi Solar Park.  In order to 

accommodate the end-requirement that each phase receives an Environmental 

Authorisation for the respective projects, 4 separate applications have been submitted the 

National Department of Environmental Affairs.  The projects have been registered under 

Application Reference Numbers: 14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (Phase 1), 

14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (Phase 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 (Phase 3) and 

14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (Phase 4). 

 

 



 

 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC 

REVIEW 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa appointed Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd to undertake 

the Environmental Impact Assessment to identify and assess all potential environmental 

impacts that might arise as a result of the proposed project.  The public participation 

process, which forms part of the overall EIA process, is also being undertaken by 

Savannah Environmental.   

 

A draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report has been prepared by Savannah 

Environmental and is available for public review.  The 30-day public review period for 

the draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report is from 21 January 2013 – 20 

February 2013.  Please find herewith a copy of the draft Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report for your review and comment.  The report is also available for 

download from www.savannahSA.com.  

 

Please could you kindly submit your formal comments by sending written correspondence 

in this regard?  All comments received will be submitted in the Environmental Impact 

Assessment report which will be submitted to the DEA.  Comments can be made as written 

submission via fax, post or e-mail. 

 

In terms of the NEMA Amendment Act a 40-day review period will be allowed for 

commenting authorities / organs of state to submit their comments on the draft 

Scoping Report to the Department of Environmental Affairs.  Please could you kindly 

provide the name and contact details of the relevant contact person at your department 

who we would liaise with regarding this project.  By registering on the project database, 

you will receive all information relating to the project and will be provided with an 

opportunity to provide comment and input into the EIA process. 

 

All Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to attend a public meeting to be 

held on 30 January 2013 at 16:00 at the Excelsior Public Library (39 Kommissie 

Street, Excelsior). 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require additional information and/or 

clarification regarding the proposed project.  Our team welcomes your participation and 

looks forward to your involvement throughout this process. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

MRS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL 



 

From the desk of Gabriele Wood 

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com 
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
21 January 2013 

Department of Energy 

192 Visagie Street 

Pretoria 

0002 

 

Tel: 0124067568 

 

ATTENTION: PROGRAMMES AND PROJECTS 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MERAPI PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR ENERGY 

FACILITY, NEAR EXCELSIOR, FREE STATE PROVINCE 

DEA REF NOs.: 

14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (PHASE 1), 14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (PHASE 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 

(PHASE 3) AND 14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (PHASE 4). 

 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd is proposing the establishment of a 

photovoltaic (PV) solar energy facility and associated infrastructure within a broader area 

of approximately 1504 hectares.  The proposed facility is envisaged to have a generating 

capacity of 300 MW (to be developed in 4 phases of 75MW each).  The proposed facility is 

located on Portion 0 of Farm 311 Ceylon, Portion 0 of Farm 566 Moedersgift, Portion 0 of 

Farm 1623 Welgegund, Portion 0 of Farm 374 Concordia, and Portion 1 of Farm 1547 De 

Hoop located 5 km south-east of Excelsior in the Free State Province.  The R709 road 

bisects the centre of the site. The study area falls within the jurisdiction of the Mantsopa 

Local Municipality.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

In terms of sections 24 and 24D of the National Environmental Management Act (No 107 

of 1998), as read with the EIA Regulations of GN R543 – GN R546, a Scoping and EIA 

Study will be required to be undertaken for the proposed Merapi Solar Park.  In order to 

accommodate the end-requirement that each phase receives an Environmental 

Authorisation for the respective projects, 4 separate applications have been submitted the 

National Department of Environmental Affairs.  The projects have been registered under 

Application Reference Numbers: 14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (Phase 1), 

14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (Phase 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 (Phase 3) and 

14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (Phase 4). 

 

 



 

 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC 

REVIEW 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa appointed Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd to undertake 

the Environmental Impact Assessment to identify and assess all potential environmental 

impacts that might arise as a result of the proposed project.  The public participation 

process, which forms part of the overall EIA process, is also being undertaken by 

Savannah Environmental.   

 

A draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report has been prepared by Savannah 

Environmental and is available for public review.  The 30-day public review period for 

the draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report is from 21 January 2013 – 20 

February 2013.  Please find herewith a copy of the draft Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report for your review and comment.  The report is also available for 

download from www.savannahSA.com.  

 

Please could you kindly submit your formal comments by sending written correspondence 

in this regard?  All comments received will be submitted in the Environmental Impact 

Assessment report which will be submitted to the DEA.  Comments can be made as written 

submission via fax, post or e-mail. 

 

In terms of the NEMA Amendment Act a 40-day review period will be allowed for 

commenting authorities / organs of state to submit their comments on the draft 

Scoping Report to the Department of Environmental Affairs.  Please could you kindly 

provide the name and contact details of the relevant contact person at your department 

who we would liaise with regarding this project.  By registering on the project database, 

you will receive all information relating to the project and will be provided with an 

opportunity to provide comment and input into the EIA process. 

 

All Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to attend a public meeting to be 

held on 30 January 2013 at 16:00 at the Excelsior Public Library (39 Kommissie 

Street, Excelsior). 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require additional information and/or 

clarification regarding the proposed project.  Our team welcomes your participation and 

looks forward to your involvement throughout this process. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

MRS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL 



 

From the desk of Gabriele Wood 

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com 
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
21 January 2013 

Department of Energy 

The Strip Building 

314 Stateway Road 

Welkom 

9463 

 

Tel: 0573911326 / 1300 

 

ATTENTION: THE DIRECTOR: FREE STATE 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MERAPI PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR ENERGY 

FACILITY, NEAR EXCELSIOR, FREE STATE PROVINCE 

DEA REF NOs.: 

14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (PHASE 1), 14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (PHASE 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 

(PHASE 3) AND 14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (PHASE 4). 

 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd is proposing the establishment of a 

photovoltaic (PV) solar energy facility and associated infrastructure within a broader area 

of approximately 1504 hectares.  The proposed facility is envisaged to have a generating 

capacity of 300 MW (to be developed in 4 phases of 75MW each).  The proposed facility is 

located on Portion 0 of Farm 311 Ceylon, Portion 0 of Farm 566 Moedersgift, Portion 0 of 

Farm 1623 Welgegund, Portion 0 of Farm 374 Concordia, and Portion 1 of Farm 1547 De 

Hoop located 5 km south-east of Excelsior in the Free State Province.  The R709 road 

bisects the centre of the site. The study area falls within the jurisdiction of the Mantsopa 

Local Municipality.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

In terms of sections 24 and 24D of the National Environmental Management Act (No 107 

of 1998), as read with the EIA Regulations of GN R543 – GN R546, a Scoping and EIA 

Study will be required to be undertaken for the proposed Merapi Solar Park.  In order to 

accommodate the end-requirement that each phase receives an Environmental 

Authorisation for the respective projects, 4 separate applications have been submitted the 

National Department of Environmental Affairs.  The projects have been registered under 

Application Reference Numbers: 14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (Phase 1), 

14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (Phase 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 (Phase 3) and 

14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (Phase 4). 

 

 



 

 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC 

REVIEW 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa appointed Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd to undertake 

the Environmental Impact Assessment to identify and assess all potential environmental 

impacts that might arise as a result of the proposed project.  The public participation 

process, which forms part of the overall EIA process, is also being undertaken by 

Savannah Environmental.   

 

A draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report has been prepared by Savannah 

Environmental and is available for public review.  The 30-day public review period for 

the draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report is from 21 January 2013 – 20 

February 2013.  Please find herewith a copy of the draft Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report for your review and comment.  The report is also available for 

download from www.savannahSA.com.  

 

Please could you kindly submit your formal comments by sending written correspondence 

in this regard?  All comments received will be submitted in the Environmental Impact 

Assessment report which will be submitted to the DEA.  Comments can be made as written 

submission via fax, post or e-mail. 

 

In terms of the NEMA Amendment Act a 40-day review period will be allowed for 

commenting authorities / organs of state to submit their comments on the draft 

Scoping Report to the Department of Environmental Affairs.  Please could you kindly 

provide the name and contact details of the relevant contact person at your department 

who we would liaise with regarding this project.  By registering on the project database, 

you will receive all information relating to the project and will be provided with an 

opportunity to provide comment and input into the EIA process. 

 

All Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to attend a public meeting to be 

held on 30 January 2013 at 16:00 at the Excelsior Public Library (39 Kommissie 

Street, Excelsior). 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require additional information and/or 

clarification regarding the proposed project.  Our team welcomes your participation and 

looks forward to your involvement throughout this process. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

MRS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL 



 

From the desk of Gabriele Wood 

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com 
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
21 January 2013 

Department of Mineral Resources 

The Strip Building 

314  Stateway  

Welkom 

9459 

 

Tel: 057-391-1300 

Email: kalipa.kewuti@dmr.gov.za 

 

Dear S Kewuti 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MERAPI PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR ENERGY 

FACILITY, NEAR EXCELSIOR, FREE STATE PROVINCE 

DEA REF NOs.: 

14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (PHASE 1), 14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (PHASE 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 

(PHASE 3) AND 14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (PHASE 4). 

 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd is proposing the establishment of a 

photovoltaic (PV) solar energy facility and associated infrastructure within a broader area 

of approximately 1504 hectares.  The proposed facility is envisaged to have a generating 

capacity of 300 MW (to be developed in 4 phases of 75MW each).  The proposed facility is 

located on Portion 0 of Farm 311 Ceylon, Portion 0 of Farm 566 Moedersgift, Portion 0 of 

Farm 1623 Welgegund, Portion 0 of Farm 374 Concordia, and Portion 1 of Farm 1547 De 

Hoop located 5 km south-east of Excelsior in the Free State Province.  The R709 road 

bisects the centre of the site. The study area falls within the jurisdiction of the Mantsopa 

Local Municipality.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

In terms of sections 24 and 24D of the National Environmental Management Act (No 107 

of 1998), as read with the EIA Regulations of GN R543 – GN R546, a Scoping and EIA 

Study will be required to be undertaken for the proposed Merapi Solar Park.  In order to 

accommodate the end-requirement that each phase receives an Environmental 

Authorisation for the respective projects, 4 separate applications have been submitted the 

National Department of Environmental Affairs.  The projects have been registered under 

Application Reference Numbers: 14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (Phase 1), 

14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (Phase 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 (Phase 3) and 

14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (Phase 4). 

 

 



 

 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC 

REVIEW 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa appointed Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd to undertake 

the Environmental Impact Assessment to identify and assess all potential environmental 

impacts that might arise as a result of the proposed project.  The public participation 

process, which forms part of the overall EIA process, is also being undertaken by 

Savannah Environmental.   

 

A draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report has been prepared by Savannah 

Environmental and is available for public review.  The 30-day public review period for 

the draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report is from 21 January 2013 – 20 

February 2013.  Please find herewith a copy of the draft Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report for your review and comment.  The report is also available for 

download from www.savannahSA.com.  

 

Please could you kindly submit your formal comments by sending written correspondence 

in this regard?  All comments received will be submitted in the Environmental Impact 

Assessment report which will be submitted to the DEA.  Comments can be made as written 

submission via fax, post or e-mail. 

 

In terms of the NEMA Amendment Act a 40-day review period will be allowed for 

commenting authorities / organs of state to submit their comments on the draft 

Scoping Report to the Department of Environmental Affairs.  Please could you kindly 

provide the name and contact details of the relevant contact person at your department 

who we would liaise with regarding this project.  By registering on the project database, 

you will receive all information relating to the project and will be provided with an 

opportunity to provide comment and input into the EIA process. 

 

All Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to attend a public meeting to be 

held on 30 January 2013 at 16:00 at the Excelsior Public Library (39 Kommissie 

Street, Excelsior). 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require additional information and/or 

clarification regarding the proposed project.  Our team welcomes your participation and 

looks forward to your involvement throughout this process. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

MRS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL 



 

From the desk of Gabriele Wood 

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com 
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
21 January 2013 

Department of Rural Development and Land Reform 

Old Building 

184 Jacob Mare Street 

Pretoria 

0001 

 

Tel: 0123129490 

Email: dkhan@ruraldevelopment.gov.za 

 

Dear Debbie Khan 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MERAPI PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR ENERGY 

FACILITY, NEAR EXCELSIOR, FREE STATE PROVINCE 

DEA REF NOs.: 

14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (PHASE 1), 14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (PHASE 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 

(PHASE 3) AND 14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (PHASE 4). 

 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd is proposing the establishment of a 

photovoltaic (PV) solar energy facility and associated infrastructure within a broader area 

of approximately 1504 hectares.  The proposed facility is envisaged to have a generating 

capacity of 300 MW (to be developed in 4 phases of 75MW each).  The proposed facility is 

located on Portion 0 of Farm 311 Ceylon, Portion 0 of Farm 566 Moedersgift, Portion 0 of 

Farm 1623 Welgegund, Portion 0 of Farm 374 Concordia, and Portion 1 of Farm 1547 De 

Hoop located 5 km south-east of Excelsior in the Free State Province.  The R709 road 

bisects the centre of the site. The study area falls within the jurisdiction of the Mantsopa 

Local Municipality.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

In terms of sections 24 and 24D of the National Environmental Management Act (No 107 

of 1998), as read with the EIA Regulations of GN R543 – GN R546, a Scoping and EIA 

Study will be required to be undertaken for the proposed Merapi Solar Park.  In order to 

accommodate the end-requirement that each phase receives an Environmental 

Authorisation for the respective projects, 4 separate applications have been submitted the 

National Department of Environmental Affairs.  The projects have been registered under 

Application Reference Numbers: 14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (Phase 1), 

14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (Phase 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 (Phase 3) and 

14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (Phase 4). 

 

 



 

 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC 

REVIEW 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa appointed Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd to undertake 

the Environmental Impact Assessment to identify and assess all potential environmental 

impacts that might arise as a result of the proposed project.  The public participation 

process, which forms part of the overall EIA process, is also being undertaken by 

Savannah Environmental.   

 

A draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report has been prepared by Savannah 

Environmental and is available for public review.  The 30-day public review period for 

the draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report is from 21 January 2013 – 20 

February 2013.  Please find herewith a copy of the draft Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report for your review and comment.  The report is also available for 

download from www.savannahSA.com.  

 

Please could you kindly submit your formal comments by sending written correspondence 

in this regard?  All comments received will be submitted in the Environmental Impact 

Assessment report which will be submitted to the DEA.  Comments can be made as written 

submission via fax, post or e-mail. 

 

In terms of the NEMA Amendment Act a 40-day review period will be allowed for 

commenting authorities / organs of state to submit their comments on the draft 

Scoping Report to the Department of Environmental Affairs.  Please could you kindly 

provide the name and contact details of the relevant contact person at your department 

who we would liaise with regarding this project.  By registering on the project database, 

you will receive all information relating to the project and will be provided with an 

opportunity to provide comment and input into the EIA process. 

 

All Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to attend a public meeting to be 

held on 30 January 2013 at 16:00 at the Excelsior Public Library (39 Kommissie 

Street, Excelsior). 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require additional information and/or 

clarification regarding the proposed project.  Our team welcomes your participation and 

looks forward to your involvement throughout this process. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

MRS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL 



 

From the desk of Gabriele Wood 

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com 
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
21 January 2013 

Department of Water Affairs 

Bloem Plaza Building - 2nd Floor  

Cnr Maitland and East Burger Streets 

Bloemfontein 

9301 

 

Tel: 051-405-9281 

Email: ntilit@dwaf.gov.za 

 

Dear TP Ntili 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MERAPI PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR ENERGY 

FACILITY, NEAR EXCELSIOR, FREE STATE PROVINCE 

DEA REF NOs.: 

14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (PHASE 1), 14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (PHASE 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 

(PHASE 3) AND 14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (PHASE 4). 

 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd is proposing the establishment of a 

photovoltaic (PV) solar energy facility and associated infrastructure within a broader area 

of approximately 1504 hectares.  The proposed facility is envisaged to have a generating 

capacity of 300 MW (to be developed in 4 phases of 75MW each).  The proposed facility is 

located on Portion 0 of Farm 311 Ceylon, Portion 0 of Farm 566 Moedersgift, Portion 0 of 

Farm 1623 Welgegund, Portion 0 of Farm 374 Concordia, and Portion 1 of Farm 1547 De 

Hoop located 5 km south-east of Excelsior in the Free State Province.  The R709 road 

bisects the centre of the site. The study area falls within the jurisdiction of the Mantsopa 

Local Municipality.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

In terms of sections 24 and 24D of the National Environmental Management Act (No 107 

of 1998), as read with the EIA Regulations of GN R543 – GN R546, a Scoping and EIA 

Study will be required to be undertaken for the proposed Merapi Solar Park.  In order to 

accommodate the end-requirement that each phase receives an Environmental 

Authorisation for the respective projects, 4 separate applications have been submitted the 

National Department of Environmental Affairs.  The projects have been registered under 

Application Reference Numbers: 14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (Phase 1), 

14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (Phase 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 (Phase 3) and 

14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (Phase 4). 

 

 



 

 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC 

REVIEW 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa appointed Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd to undertake 

the Environmental Impact Assessment to identify and assess all potential environmental 

impacts that might arise as a result of the proposed project.  The public participation 

process, which forms part of the overall EIA process, is also being undertaken by 

Savannah Environmental.   

 

A draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report has been prepared by Savannah 

Environmental and is available for public review.  The 30-day public review period for 

the draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report is from 21 January 2013 – 20 

February 2013.  Please find herewith a copy of the draft Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report for your review and comment.  The report is also available for 

download from www.savannahSA.com.  

 

Please could you kindly submit your formal comments by sending written correspondence 

in this regard?  All comments received will be submitted in the Environmental Impact 

Assessment report which will be submitted to the DEA.  Comments can be made as written 

submission via fax, post or e-mail. 

 

In terms of the NEMA Amendment Act a 40-day review period will be allowed for 

commenting authorities / organs of state to submit their comments on the draft 

Scoping Report to the Department of Environmental Affairs.  Please could you kindly 

provide the name and contact details of the relevant contact person at your department 

who we would liaise with regarding this project.  By registering on the project database, 

you will receive all information relating to the project and will be provided with an 

opportunity to provide comment and input into the EIA process. 

 

All Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to attend a public meeting to be 

held on 30 January 2013 at 16:00 at the Excelsior Public Library (39 Kommissie 

Street, Excelsior). 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require additional information and/or 

clarification regarding the proposed project.  Our team welcomes your participation and 

looks forward to your involvement throughout this process. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

MRS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL 



 

From the desk of Gabriele Wood 

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com 
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
21 January 2013 

Department of Water Affairs 

Bloem Plaza Building - 2nd Floor  

Cnr Maitland and East Burger Streets 

Bloemfontein 

9301 

 

Tel: 0514059126 

Email: mchunud2@dwa.gov.za 

 

Dear Dumisani Mchunu 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MERAPI PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR ENERGY 

FACILITY, NEAR EXCELSIOR, FREE STATE PROVINCE 

DEA REF NOs.: 

14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (PHASE 1), 14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (PHASE 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 

(PHASE 3) AND 14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (PHASE 4). 

 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd is proposing the establishment of a 

photovoltaic (PV) solar energy facility and associated infrastructure within a broader area 

of approximately 1504 hectares.  The proposed facility is envisaged to have a generating 

capacity of 300 MW (to be developed in 4 phases of 75MW each).  The proposed facility is 

located on Portion 0 of Farm 311 Ceylon, Portion 0 of Farm 566 Moedersgift, Portion 0 of 

Farm 1623 Welgegund, Portion 0 of Farm 374 Concordia, and Portion 1 of Farm 1547 De 

Hoop located 5 km south-east of Excelsior in the Free State Province.  The R709 road 

bisects the centre of the site. The study area falls within the jurisdiction of the Mantsopa 

Local Municipality.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

In terms of sections 24 and 24D of the National Environmental Management Act (No 107 

of 1998), as read with the EIA Regulations of GN R543 – GN R546, a Scoping and EIA 

Study will be required to be undertaken for the proposed Merapi Solar Park.  In order to 

accommodate the end-requirement that each phase receives an Environmental 

Authorisation for the respective projects, 4 separate applications have been submitted the 

National Department of Environmental Affairs.  The projects have been registered under 

Application Reference Numbers: 14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (Phase 1), 

14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (Phase 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 (Phase 3) and 

14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (Phase 4). 

 

 



 

 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC 

REVIEW 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa appointed Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd to undertake 

the Environmental Impact Assessment to identify and assess all potential environmental 

impacts that might arise as a result of the proposed project.  The public participation 

process, which forms part of the overall EIA process, is also being undertaken by 

Savannah Environmental.   

 

A draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report has been prepared by Savannah 

Environmental and is available for public review.  The 30-day public review period for 

the draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report is from 21 January 2013 – 20 

February 2013.  Please find herewith a copy of the draft Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report for your review and comment.  The report is also available for 

download from www.savannahSA.com.  

 

Please could you kindly submit your formal comments by sending written correspondence 

in this regard?  All comments received will be submitted in the Environmental Impact 

Assessment report which will be submitted to the DEA.  Comments can be made as written 

submission via fax, post or e-mail. 

 

In terms of the NEMA Amendment Act a 40-day review period will be allowed for 

commenting authorities / organs of state to submit their comments on the draft 

Scoping Report to the Department of Environmental Affairs.  Please could you kindly 

provide the name and contact details of the relevant contact person at your department 

who we would liaise with regarding this project.  By registering on the project database, 

you will receive all information relating to the project and will be provided with an 

opportunity to provide comment and input into the EIA process. 

 

All Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to attend a public meeting to be 

held on 30 January 2013 at 16:00 at the Excelsior Public Library (39 Kommissie 

Street, Excelsior). 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require additional information and/or 

clarification regarding the proposed project.  Our team welcomes your participation and 

looks forward to your involvement throughout this process. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

MRS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL 



 

From the desk of Gabriele Wood 

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com 
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
21 January 2013 

Department of Water Affairs 

Bloem Plaza Building - 2nd Floor  

Cnr Maitland and East Burger Streets 

Bloemfontein 

9301 

 

Tel: 051-405-9000 

Email: blairv@dwa.gov.za 

 

Dear Vernon Blair 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MERAPI PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR ENERGY 

FACILITY, NEAR EXCELSIOR, FREE STATE PROVINCE 

DEA REF NOs.: 

14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (PHASE 1), 14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (PHASE 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 

(PHASE 3) AND 14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (PHASE 4). 

 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd is proposing the establishment of a 

photovoltaic (PV) solar energy facility and associated infrastructure within a broader area 

of approximately 1504 hectares.  The proposed facility is envisaged to have a generating 

capacity of 300 MW (to be developed in 4 phases of 75MW each).  The proposed facility is 

located on Portion 0 of Farm 311 Ceylon, Portion 0 of Farm 566 Moedersgift, Portion 0 of 

Farm 1623 Welgegund, Portion 0 of Farm 374 Concordia, and Portion 1 of Farm 1547 De 

Hoop located 5 km south-east of Excelsior in the Free State Province.  The R709 road 

bisects the centre of the site. The study area falls within the jurisdiction of the Mantsopa 

Local Municipality.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

In terms of sections 24 and 24D of the National Environmental Management Act (No 107 

of 1998), as read with the EIA Regulations of GN R543 – GN R546, a Scoping and EIA 

Study will be required to be undertaken for the proposed Merapi Solar Park.  In order to 

accommodate the end-requirement that each phase receives an Environmental 

Authorisation for the respective projects, 4 separate applications have been submitted the 

National Department of Environmental Affairs.  The projects have been registered under 

Application Reference Numbers: 14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (Phase 1), 

14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (Phase 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 (Phase 3) and 

14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (Phase 4). 

 

 



 

 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC 

REVIEW 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa appointed Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd to undertake 

the Environmental Impact Assessment to identify and assess all potential environmental 

impacts that might arise as a result of the proposed project.  The public participation 

process, which forms part of the overall EIA process, is also being undertaken by 

Savannah Environmental.   

 

A draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report has been prepared by Savannah 

Environmental and is available for public review.  The 30-day public review period for 

the draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report is from 21 January 2013 – 20 

February 2013.  Please find herewith a copy of the draft Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report for your review and comment.  The report is also available for 

download from www.savannahSA.com.  

 

Please could you kindly submit your formal comments by sending written correspondence 

in this regard?  All comments received will be submitted in the Environmental Impact 

Assessment report which will be submitted to the DEA.  Comments can be made as written 

submission via fax, post or e-mail. 

 

In terms of the NEMA Amendment Act a 40-day review period will be allowed for 

commenting authorities / organs of state to submit their comments on the draft 

Scoping Report to the Department of Environmental Affairs.  Please could you kindly 

provide the name and contact details of the relevant contact person at your department 

who we would liaise with regarding this project.  By registering on the project database, 

you will receive all information relating to the project and will be provided with an 

opportunity to provide comment and input into the EIA process. 

 

All Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to attend a public meeting to be 

held on 30 January 2013 at 16:00 at the Excelsior Public Library (39 Kommissie 

Street, Excelsior). 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require additional information and/or 

clarification regarding the proposed project.  Our team welcomes your participation and 

looks forward to your involvement throughout this process. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

MRS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL 



 

From the desk of Gabriele Wood 

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com 
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
21 January 2013 

Eskom 

120 Henry Street 

Bloemfontein 

9301 

 

Tel: 0514042040 

Email: andrea.vangensen@eskom.co.za 

 

Dear Andrea van Gensen 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MERAPI PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR ENERGY 

FACILITY, NEAR EXCELSIOR, FREE STATE PROVINCE 

DEA REF NOs.: 

14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (PHASE 1), 14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (PHASE 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 

(PHASE 3) AND 14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (PHASE 4). 

 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd is proposing the establishment of a 

photovoltaic (PV) solar energy facility and associated infrastructure within a broader area 

of approximately 1504 hectares.  The proposed facility is envisaged to have a generating 

capacity of 300 MW (to be developed in 4 phases of 75MW each).  The proposed facility is 

located on Portion 0 of Farm 311 Ceylon, Portion 0 of Farm 566 Moedersgift, Portion 0 of 

Farm 1623 Welgegund, Portion 0 of Farm 374 Concordia, and Portion 1 of Farm 1547 De 

Hoop located 5 km south-east of Excelsior in the Free State Province.  The R709 road 

bisects the centre of the site. The study area falls within the jurisdiction of the Mantsopa 

Local Municipality.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

In terms of sections 24 and 24D of the National Environmental Management Act (No 107 

of 1998), as read with the EIA Regulations of GN R543 – GN R546, a Scoping and EIA 

Study will be required to be undertaken for the proposed Merapi Solar Park.  In order to 

accommodate the end-requirement that each phase receives an Environmental 

Authorisation for the respective projects, 4 separate applications have been submitted the 

National Department of Environmental Affairs.  The projects have been registered under 

Application Reference Numbers: 14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (Phase 1), 

14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (Phase 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 (Phase 3) and 

14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (Phase 4). 

 

 



 

 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC 

REVIEW 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa appointed Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd to undertake 

the Environmental Impact Assessment to identify and assess all potential environmental 

impacts that might arise as a result of the proposed project.  The public participation 

process, which forms part of the overall EIA process, is also being undertaken by 

Savannah Environmental.   

 

A draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report has been prepared by Savannah 

Environmental and is available for public review.  The 30-day public review period for 

the draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report is from 21 January 2013 – 20 

February 2013.  Please find herewith a copy of the draft Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report for your review and comment.  The report is also available for 

download from www.savannahSA.com.  

 

Please could you kindly submit your formal comments by sending written correspondence 

in this regard?  All comments received will be submitted in the Environmental Impact 

Assessment report which will be submitted to the DEA.  Comments can be made as written 

submission via fax, post or e-mail. 

 

In terms of the NEMA Amendment Act a 40-day review period will be allowed for 

commenting authorities / organs of state to submit their comments on the draft 

Scoping Report to the Department of Environmental Affairs.  Please could you kindly 

provide the name and contact details of the relevant contact person at your department 

who we would liaise with regarding this project.  By registering on the project database, 

you will receive all information relating to the project and will be provided with an 

opportunity to provide comment and input into the EIA process. 

 

All Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to attend a public meeting to be 

held on 30 January 2013 at 16:00 at the Excelsior Public Library (39 Kommissie 

Street, Excelsior). 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require additional information and/or 

clarification regarding the proposed project.  Our team welcomes your participation and 

looks forward to your involvement throughout this process. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

MRS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL 



 

From the desk of Gabriele Wood 

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com 
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
21 January 2013 

Eskom 

Megawatt Park  

Maxwell Drive 

Sunninghill 

2157 

 

Tel: 0115167233 

Email: john.geeringh@eskom.co.za 

 

Dear John Geeringh 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MERAPI PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR ENERGY 

FACILITY, NEAR EXCELSIOR, FREE STATE PROVINCE 

DEA REF NOs.: 

14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (PHASE 1), 14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (PHASE 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 

(PHASE 3) AND 14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (PHASE 4). 

 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd is proposing the establishment of a 

photovoltaic (PV) solar energy facility and associated infrastructure within a broader area 

of approximately 1504 hectares.  The proposed facility is envisaged to have a generating 

capacity of 300 MW (to be developed in 4 phases of 75MW each).  The proposed facility is 

located on Portion 0 of Farm 311 Ceylon, Portion 0 of Farm 566 Moedersgift, Portion 0 of 

Farm 1623 Welgegund, Portion 0 of Farm 374 Concordia, and Portion 1 of Farm 1547 De 

Hoop located 5 km south-east of Excelsior in the Free State Province.  The R709 road 

bisects the centre of the site. The study area falls within the jurisdiction of the Mantsopa 

Local Municipality.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

In terms of sections 24 and 24D of the National Environmental Management Act (No 107 

of 1998), as read with the EIA Regulations of GN R543 – GN R546, a Scoping and EIA 

Study will be required to be undertaken for the proposed Merapi Solar Park.  In order to 

accommodate the end-requirement that each phase receives an Environmental 

Authorisation for the respective projects, 4 separate applications have been submitted the 

National Department of Environmental Affairs.  The projects have been registered under 

Application Reference Numbers: 14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (Phase 1), 

14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (Phase 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 (Phase 3) and 

14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (Phase 4). 

 

 



 

 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC 

REVIEW 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa appointed Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd to undertake 

the Environmental Impact Assessment to identify and assess all potential environmental 

impacts that might arise as a result of the proposed project.  The public participation 

process, which forms part of the overall EIA process, is also being undertaken by 

Savannah Environmental.   

 

A draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report has been prepared by Savannah 

Environmental and is available for public review.  The 30-day public review period for 

the draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report is from 21 January 2013 – 20 

February 2013.  Please find herewith a copy of the draft Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report for your review and comment.  The report is also available for 

download from www.savannahSA.com.  

 

Please could you kindly submit your formal comments by sending written correspondence 

in this regard?  All comments received will be submitted in the Environmental Impact 

Assessment report which will be submitted to the DEA.  Comments can be made as written 

submission via fax, post or e-mail. 

 

In terms of the NEMA Amendment Act a 40-day review period will be allowed for 

commenting authorities / organs of state to submit their comments on the draft 

Scoping Report to the Department of Environmental Affairs.  Please could you kindly 

provide the name and contact details of the relevant contact person at your department 

who we would liaise with regarding this project.  By registering on the project database, 

you will receive all information relating to the project and will be provided with an 

opportunity to provide comment and input into the EIA process. 

 

All Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to attend a public meeting to be 

held on 30 January 2013 at 16:00 at the Excelsior Public Library (39 Kommissie 

Street, Excelsior). 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require additional information and/or 

clarification regarding the proposed project.  Our team welcomes your participation and 

looks forward to your involvement throughout this process. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

MRS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL 



 

From the desk of Gabriele Wood 

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com 
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
21 January 2013 

Free State Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 

Cnr Elizabeth and Aliwal Street 

Bloemfontein 

9300 

 

Tel: 051-861-8509 

Email: parural@fs.agric.za 

 

Dear MP Thabethe 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MERAPI PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR ENERGY 

FACILITY, NEAR EXCELSIOR, FREE STATE PROVINCE 

DEA REF NOs.: 

14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (PHASE 1), 14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (PHASE 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 

(PHASE 3) AND 14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (PHASE 4). 

 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd is proposing the establishment of a 

photovoltaic (PV) solar energy facility and associated infrastructure within a broader area 

of approximately 1504 hectares.  The proposed facility is envisaged to have a generating 

capacity of 300 MW (to be developed in 4 phases of 75MW each).  The proposed facility is 

located on Portion 0 of Farm 311 Ceylon, Portion 0 of Farm 566 Moedersgift, Portion 0 of 

Farm 1623 Welgegund, Portion 0 of Farm 374 Concordia, and Portion 1 of Farm 1547 De 

Hoop located 5 km south-east of Excelsior in the Free State Province.  The R709 road 

bisects the centre of the site. The study area falls within the jurisdiction of the Mantsopa 

Local Municipality.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

In terms of sections 24 and 24D of the National Environmental Management Act (No 107 

of 1998), as read with the EIA Regulations of GN R543 – GN R546, a Scoping and EIA 

Study will be required to be undertaken for the proposed Merapi Solar Park.  In order to 

accommodate the end-requirement that each phase receives an Environmental 

Authorisation for the respective projects, 4 separate applications have been submitted the 

National Department of Environmental Affairs.  The projects have been registered under 

Application Reference Numbers: 14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (Phase 1), 

14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (Phase 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 (Phase 3) and 

14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (Phase 4). 

 

 



 

 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC 

REVIEW 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa appointed Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd to undertake 

the Environmental Impact Assessment to identify and assess all potential environmental 

impacts that might arise as a result of the proposed project.  The public participation 

process, which forms part of the overall EIA process, is also being undertaken by 

Savannah Environmental.   

 

A draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report has been prepared by Savannah 

Environmental and is available for public review.  The 30-day public review period for 

the draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report is from 21 January 2013 – 20 

February 2013.  Please find herewith a copy of the draft Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report for your review and comment.  The report is also available for 

download from www.savannahSA.com.  

 

Please could you kindly submit your formal comments by sending written correspondence 

in this regard?  All comments received will be submitted in the Environmental Impact 

Assessment report which will be submitted to the DEA.  Comments can be made as written 

submission via fax, post or e-mail. 

 

In terms of the NEMA Amendment Act a 40-day review period will be allowed for 

commenting authorities / organs of state to submit their comments on the draft 

Scoping Report to the Department of Environmental Affairs.  Please could you kindly 

provide the name and contact details of the relevant contact person at your department 

who we would liaise with regarding this project.  By registering on the project database, 

you will receive all information relating to the project and will be provided with an 

opportunity to provide comment and input into the EIA process. 

 

All Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to attend a public meeting to be 

held on 30 January 2013 at 16:00 at the Excelsior Public Library (39 Kommissie 

Street, Excelsior). 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require additional information and/or 

clarification regarding the proposed project.  Our team welcomes your participation and 

looks forward to your involvement throughout this process. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

MRS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL 



 

From the desk of Gabriele Wood 

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com 
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
21 January 2013 

 

Free State Department of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs 

34 Markgraaf Street 

Bloemfontein 

9301 

 

Tel: 051-400-4731 

Email: moetit@dteea.fs.gov.za 

 

Dear Mr Ikhraam Osman 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MERAPI PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR ENERGY 

FACILITY, NEAR EXCELSIOR, FREE STATE PROVINCE 

DEA REF NOs.: 

14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (PHASE 1), 14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (PHASE 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 

(PHASE 3) AND 14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (PHASE 4). 

 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd is proposing the establishment of a 

photovoltaic (PV) solar energy facility and associated infrastructure within a broader area 

of approximately 1504 hectares.  The proposed facility is envisaged to have a generating 

capacity of 300 MW (to be developed in 4 phases of 75MW each).  The proposed facility is 

located on Portion 0 of Farm 311 Ceylon, Portion 0 of Farm 566 Moedersgift, Portion 0 of 

Farm 1623 Welgegund, Portion 0 of Farm 374 Concordia, and Portion 1 of Farm 1547 De 

Hoop located 5 km south-east of Excelsior in the Free State Province.  The R709 road 

bisects the centre of the site. The study area falls within the jurisdiction of the Mantsopa 

Local Municipality.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

In terms of sections 24 and 24D of the National Environmental Management Act (No 107 

of 1998), as read with the EIA Regulations of GN R543 – GN R546, a Scoping and EIA 

Study will be required to be undertaken for the proposed Merapi Solar Park.  In order to 

accommodate the end-requirement that each phase receives an Environmental 

Authorisation for the respective projects, 4 separate applications have been submitted the 

National Department of Environmental Affairs.  The projects have been registered under 

Application Reference Numbers: 14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (Phase 1), 

14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (Phase 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 (Phase 3) and 

14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (Phase 4). 

 

 



 

 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC 

REVIEW 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa appointed Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd to undertake 

the Environmental Impact Assessment to identify and assess all potential environmental 

impacts that might arise as a result of the proposed project.  The public participation 

process, which forms part of the overall EIA process, is also being undertaken by 

Savannah Environmental.   

 

A draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report has been prepared by Savannah 

Environmental and is available for public review.  The 30-day public review period for 

the draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report is from 21 January 2013 – 20 

February 2013.  Please find herewith a copy of the draft Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report for your review and comment.  The report is also available for 

download from www.savannahSA.com.  

 

Please could you kindly submit your formal comments by sending written correspondence 

in this regard?  All comments received will be submitted in the Environmental Impact 

Assessment report which will be submitted to the DEA.  Comments can be made as written 

submission via fax, post or e-mail. 

 

In terms of the NEMA Amendment Act a 40-day review period will be allowed for 

commenting authorities / organs of state to submit their comments on the draft 

Scoping Report to the Department of Environmental Affairs.  Please could you kindly 

provide the name and contact details of the relevant contact person at your department 

who we would liaise with regarding this project.  By registering on the project database, 

you will receive all information relating to the project and will be provided with an 

opportunity to provide comment and input into the EIA process. 

 

All Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to attend a public meeting to be 

held on 30 January 2013 at 16:00 at the Excelsior Public Library (39 Kommissie 

Street, Excelsior). 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require additional information and/or 

clarification regarding the proposed project.  Our team welcomes your participation and 

looks forward to your involvement throughout this process. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

MRS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL 



 

From the desk of Gabriele Wood 

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com 
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
21 January 2013 

 

Free State Department of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs 

Bojanala Building  

34 Markgraaf Street 

Bloemfontein 

9301 

 

Tel: 051-400-4913 

Email: loetov@dteea.fs.gov.za 

 

Dear Kuni Ditira-Lekoeneba 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MERAPI PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR ENERGY 

FACILITY, NEAR EXCELSIOR, FREE STATE PROVINCE 

DEA REF NOs.: 

14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (PHASE 1), 14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (PHASE 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 

(PHASE 3) AND 14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (PHASE 4). 

 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd is proposing the establishment of a 

photovoltaic (PV) solar energy facility and associated infrastructure within a broader area 

of approximately 1504 hectares.  The proposed facility is envisaged to have a generating 

capacity of 300 MW (to be developed in 4 phases of 75MW each).  The proposed facility is 

located on Portion 0 of Farm 311 Ceylon, Portion 0 of Farm 566 Moedersgift, Portion 0 of 

Farm 1623 Welgegund, Portion 0 of Farm 374 Concordia, and Portion 1 of Farm 1547 De 

Hoop located 5 km south-east of Excelsior in the Free State Province.  The R709 road 

bisects the centre of the site. The study area falls within the jurisdiction of the Mantsopa 

Local Municipality.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

In terms of sections 24 and 24D of the National Environmental Management Act (No 107 

of 1998), as read with the EIA Regulations of GN R543 – GN R546, a Scoping and EIA 

Study will be required to be undertaken for the proposed Merapi Solar Park.  In order to 

accommodate the end-requirement that each phase receives an Environmental 

Authorisation for the respective projects, 4 separate applications have been submitted the 

National Department of Environmental Affairs.  The projects have been registered under 

Application Reference Numbers: 14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (Phase 1), 

14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (Phase 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 (Phase 3) and 

14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (Phase 4). 

 



 

 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC 

REVIEW 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa appointed Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd to undertake 

the Environmental Impact Assessment to identify and assess all potential environmental 

impacts that might arise as a result of the proposed project.  The public participation 

process, which forms part of the overall EIA process, is also being undertaken by 

Savannah Environmental.   

 

A draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report has been prepared by Savannah 

Environmental and is available for public review.  The 30-day public review period for 

the draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report is from 21 January 2013 – 20 

February 2013.  Please find herewith a copy of the draft Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report for your review and comment.  The report is also available for 

download from www.savannahSA.com.  

 

Please could you kindly submit your formal comments by sending written correspondence 

in this regard?  All comments received will be submitted in the Environmental Impact 

Assessment report which will be submitted to the DEA.  Comments can be made as written 

submission via fax, post or e-mail. 

 

In terms of the NEMA Amendment Act a 40-day review period will be allowed for 

commenting authorities / organs of state to submit their comments on the draft 

Scoping Report to the Department of Environmental Affairs.  Please could you kindly 

provide the name and contact details of the relevant contact person at your department 

who we would liaise with regarding this project.  By registering on the project database, 

you will receive all information relating to the project and will be provided with an 

opportunity to provide comment and input into the EIA process. 

 

All Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to attend a public meeting to be 

held on 30 January 2013 at 16:00 at the Excelsior Public Library (39 Kommissie 

Street, Excelsior). 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require additional information and/or 

clarification regarding the proposed project.  Our team welcomes your participation and 

looks forward to your involvement throughout this process. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

MRS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL 



 

From the desk of Gabriele Wood 

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com 
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
21 January 2013 

Free State Department of Police, Roads & Transportation 

45 Maitland Street 

Bloemfontein 

9301 

 

Tel: 051-409-8481 

Email: booysec@freetrans.gov.za 

 

Dear Ms C Booyse 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MERAPI PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR ENERGY 

FACILITY, NEAR EXCELSIOR, FREE STATE PROVINCE 

DEA REF NOs.: 

14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (PHASE 1), 14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (PHASE 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 

(PHASE 3) AND 14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (PHASE 4). 

 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd is proposing the establishment of a 

photovoltaic (PV) solar energy facility and associated infrastructure within a broader area 

of approximately 1504 hectares.  The proposed facility is envisaged to have a generating 

capacity of 300 MW (to be developed in 4 phases of 75MW each).  The proposed facility is 

located on Portion 0 of Farm 311 Ceylon, Portion 0 of Farm 566 Moedersgift, Portion 0 of 

Farm 1623 Welgegund, Portion 0 of Farm 374 Concordia, and Portion 1 of Farm 1547 De 

Hoop located 5 km south-east of Excelsior in the Free State Province.  The R709 road 

bisects the centre of the site. The study area falls within the jurisdiction of the Mantsopa 

Local Municipality.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

In terms of sections 24 and 24D of the National Environmental Management Act (No 107 

of 1998), as read with the EIA Regulations of GN R543 – GN R546, a Scoping and EIA 

Study will be required to be undertaken for the proposed Merapi Solar Park.  In order to 

accommodate the end-requirement that each phase receives an Environmental 

Authorisation for the respective projects, 4 separate applications have been submitted the 

National Department of Environmental Affairs.  The projects have been registered under 

Application Reference Numbers: 14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (Phase 1), 

14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (Phase 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 (Phase 3) and 

14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (Phase 4). 

 

 



 

 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC 

REVIEW 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa appointed Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd to undertake 

the Environmental Impact Assessment to identify and assess all potential environmental 

impacts that might arise as a result of the proposed project.  The public participation 

process, which forms part of the overall EIA process, is also being undertaken by 

Savannah Environmental.   

 

A draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report has been prepared by Savannah 

Environmental and is available for public review.  The 30-day public review period for 

the draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report is from 21 January 2013 – 20 

February 2013.  Please find herewith a copy of the draft Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report for your review and comment.  The report is also available for 

download from www.savannahSA.com.  

 

Please could you kindly submit your formal comments by sending written correspondence 

in this regard?  All comments received will be submitted in the Environmental Impact 

Assessment report which will be submitted to the DEA.  Comments can be made as written 

submission via fax, post or e-mail. 

 

In terms of the NEMA Amendment Act a 40-day review period will be allowed for 

commenting authorities / organs of state to submit their comments on the draft 

Scoping Report to the Department of Environmental Affairs.  Please could you kindly 

provide the name and contact details of the relevant contact person at your department 

who we would liaise with regarding this project.  By registering on the project database, 

you will receive all information relating to the project and will be provided with an 

opportunity to provide comment and input into the EIA process. 

 

All Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to attend a public meeting to be 

held on 30 January 2013 at 16:00 at the Excelsior Public Library (39 Kommissie 

Street, Excelsior). 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require additional information and/or 

clarification regarding the proposed project.  Our team welcomes your participation and 

looks forward to your involvement throughout this process. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

MRS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL 



 

From the desk of Gabriele Wood 

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com 
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
21 January 2013 

Free State Province Spatial Planning Department 

LT Trust Building - Room 305 

Maitland Street, 

Bloemfontein 

9301 

 

Tel: 051-407-6816 

Email: eddie@fscogta.gov.za 

 

Dear Eddie Scott 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MERAPI PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR ENERGY 

FACILITY, NEAR EXCELSIOR, FREE STATE PROVINCE 

DEA REF NOs.: 

14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (PHASE 1), 14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (PHASE 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 

(PHASE 3) AND 14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (PHASE 4). 

 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd is proposing the establishment of a 

photovoltaic (PV) solar energy facility and associated infrastructure within a broader area 

of approximately 1504 hectares.  The proposed facility is envisaged to have a generating 

capacity of 300 MW (to be developed in 4 phases of 75MW each).  The proposed facility is 

located on Portion 0 of Farm 311 Ceylon, Portion 0 of Farm 566 Moedersgift, Portion 0 of 

Farm 1623 Welgegund, Portion 0 of Farm 374 Concordia, and Portion 1 of Farm 1547 De 

Hoop located 5 km south-east of Excelsior in the Free State Province.  The R709 road 

bisects the centre of the site. The study area falls within the jurisdiction of the Mantsopa 

Local Municipality.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

In terms of sections 24 and 24D of the National Environmental Management Act (No 107 

of 1998), as read with the EIA Regulations of GN R543 – GN R546, a Scoping and EIA 

Study will be required to be undertaken for the proposed Merapi Solar Park.  In order to 

accommodate the end-requirement that each phase receives an Environmental 

Authorisation for the respective projects, 4 separate applications have been submitted the 

National Department of Environmental Affairs.  The projects have been registered under 

Application Reference Numbers: 14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (Phase 1), 

14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (Phase 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 (Phase 3) and 

14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (Phase 4). 

 



 

 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC 

REVIEW 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa appointed Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd to undertake 

the Environmental Impact Assessment to identify and assess all potential environmental 

impacts that might arise as a result of the proposed project.  The public participation 

process, which forms part of the overall EIA process, is also being undertaken by 

Savannah Environmental.   

 

A draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report has been prepared by Savannah 

Environmental and is available for public review.  The 30-day public review period for 

the draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report is from 21 January 2013 – 20 

February 2013.  Please find herewith a copy of the draft Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report for your review and comment.  The report is also available for 

download from www.savannahSA.com.  

 

Please could you kindly submit your formal comments by sending written correspondence 

in this regard?  All comments received will be submitted in the Environmental Impact 

Assessment report which will be submitted to the DEA.  Comments can be made as written 

submission via fax, post or e-mail. 

 

In terms of the NEMA Amendment Act a 40-day review period will be allowed for 

commenting authorities / organs of state to submit their comments on the draft 

Scoping Report to the Department of Environmental Affairs.  Please could you kindly 

provide the name and contact details of the relevant contact person at your department 

who we would liaise with regarding this project.  By registering on the project database, 

you will receive all information relating to the project and will be provided with an 

opportunity to provide comment and input into the EIA process. 

 

All Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to attend a public meeting to be 

held on 30 January 2013 at 16:00 at the Excelsior Public Library (39 Kommissie 

Street, Excelsior). 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require additional information and/or 

clarification regarding the proposed project.  Our team welcomes your participation and 

looks forward to your involvement throughout this process. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

 

MRS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL 



 

From the desk of Gabriele Wood 

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com 
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
21 January 2013 

Free State Provincial Heritage Resources Agency 

Department of Sport, Arts, Culture and Recreation  

Private Bag X20606 

Bloemfontein 

9300 

 

Tel: 051-410 4750 

Email: nelj@sacr.fs.gov.za 

 

Dear Jeaane Nel 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MERAPI PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR ENERGY 

FACILITY, NEAR EXCELSIOR, FREE STATE PROVINCE 

DEA REF NOs.: 

14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (PHASE 1), 14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (PHASE 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 

(PHASE 3) AND 14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (PHASE 4). 

 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd is proposing the establishment of a 

photovoltaic (PV) solar energy facility and associated infrastructure within a broader area 

of approximately 1504 hectares.  The proposed facility is envisaged to have a generating 

capacity of 300 MW (to be developed in 4 phases of 75MW each).  The proposed facility is 

located on Portion 0 of Farm 311 Ceylon, Portion 0 of Farm 566 Moedersgift, Portion 0 of 

Farm 1623 Welgegund, Portion 0 of Farm 374 Concordia, and Portion 1 of Farm 1547 De 

Hoop located 5 km south-east of Excelsior in the Free State Province.  The R709 road 

bisects the centre of the site. The study area falls within the jurisdiction of the Mantsopa 

Local Municipality.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

In terms of sections 24 and 24D of the National Environmental Management Act (No 107 

of 1998), as read with the EIA Regulations of GN R543 – GN R546, a Scoping and EIA 

Study will be required to be undertaken for the proposed Merapi Solar Park.  In order to 

accommodate the end-requirement that each phase receives an Environmental 

Authorisation for the respective projects, 4 separate applications have been submitted the 

National Department of Environmental Affairs.  The projects have been registered under 

Application Reference Numbers: 14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (Phase 1), 

14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (Phase 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 (Phase 3) and 

14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (Phase 4). 

 

 



 

 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC 

REVIEW 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa appointed Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd to undertake 

the Environmental Impact Assessment to identify and assess all potential environmental 

impacts that might arise as a result of the proposed project.  The public participation 

process, which forms part of the overall EIA process, is also being undertaken by 

Savannah Environmental.   

 

A draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report has been prepared by Savannah 

Environmental and is available for public review.  The 30-day public review period for 

the draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report is from 21 January 2013 – 20 

February 2013.  Please find herewith a copy of the draft Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report for your review and comment.  The report is also available for 

download from www.savannahSA.com.  

 

Please could you kindly submit your formal comments by sending written correspondence 

in this regard?  All comments received will be submitted in the Environmental Impact 

Assessment report which will be submitted to the DEA.  Comments can be made as written 

submission via fax, post or e-mail. 

 

In terms of the NEMA Amendment Act a 40-day review period will be allowed for 

commenting authorities / organs of state to submit their comments on the draft 

Scoping Report to the Department of Environmental Affairs.  Please could you kindly 

provide the name and contact details of the relevant contact person at your department 

who we would liaise with regarding this project.  By registering on the project database, 

you will receive all information relating to the project and will be provided with an 

opportunity to provide comment and input into the EIA process. 

 

All Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to attend a public meeting to be 

held on 30 January 2013 at 16:00 at the Excelsior Public Library (39 Kommissie 

Street, Excelsior). 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require additional information and/or 

clarification regarding the proposed project.  Our team welcomes your participation and 

looks forward to your involvement throughout this process. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

 

MRS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL 



 

From the desk of Gabriele Wood 

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com 
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
21 January 2013 

Mantsopa Local Municipality 

38 Joubert Street 

Ladybrand 

9745 

 

Tel: 051-924-0654 

Fax: 051-924-0020 

 

Dear SM Selepe 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MERAPI PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR ENERGY 

FACILITY, NEAR EXCELSIOR, FREE STATE PROVINCE 

DEA REF NOs.: 

14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (PHASE 1), 14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (PHASE 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 

(PHASE 3) AND 14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (PHASE 4). 

 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd is proposing the establishment of a 

photovoltaic (PV) solar energy facility and associated infrastructure within a broader area 

of approximately 1504 hectares.  The proposed facility is envisaged to have a generating 

capacity of 300 MW (to be developed in 4 phases of 75MW each).  The proposed facility is 

located on Portion 0 of Farm 311 Ceylon, Portion 0 of Farm 566 Moedersgift, Portion 0 of 

Farm 1623 Welgegund, Portion 0 of Farm 374 Concordia, and Portion 1 of Farm 1547 De 

Hoop located 5 km south-east of Excelsior in the Free State Province.  The R709 road 

bisects the centre of the site. The study area falls within the jurisdiction of the Mantsopa 

Local Municipality.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

In terms of sections 24 and 24D of the National Environmental Management Act (No 107 

of 1998), as read with the EIA Regulations of GN R543 – GN R546, a Scoping and EIA 

Study will be required to be undertaken for the proposed Merapi Solar Park.  In order to 

accommodate the end-requirement that each phase receives an Environmental 

Authorisation for the respective projects, 4 separate applications have been submitted the 

National Department of Environmental Affairs.  The projects have been registered under 

Application Reference Numbers: 14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (Phase 1), 

14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (Phase 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 (Phase 3) and 

14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (Phase 4). 

 

 



 

 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC 

REVIEW 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa appointed Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd to undertake 

the Environmental Impact Assessment to identify and assess all potential environmental 

impacts that might arise as a result of the proposed project.  The public participation 

process, which forms part of the overall EIA process, is also being undertaken by 

Savannah Environmental.   

 

A draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report has been prepared by Savannah 

Environmental and is available for public review.  The 30-day public review period for 

the draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report is from 21 January 2013 – 20 

February 2013.  Please find herewith a copy of the draft Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report for your review and comment.  The report is also available for 

download from www.savannahSA.com.  

 

Please could you kindly submit your formal comments by sending written correspondence 

in this regard?  All comments received will be submitted in the Environmental Impact 

Assessment report which will be submitted to the DEA.  Comments can be made as written 

submission via fax, post or e-mail. 

 

In terms of the NEMA Amendment Act a 40-day review period will be allowed for 

commenting authorities / organs of state to submit their comments on the draft 

Scoping Report to the Department of Environmental Affairs.  Please could you kindly 

provide the name and contact details of the relevant contact person at your department 

who we would liaise with regarding this project.  By registering on the project database, 

you will receive all information relating to the project and will be provided with an 

opportunity to provide comment and input into the EIA process. 

 

All Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to attend a public meeting to be 

held on 30 January 2013 at 16:00 at the Excelsior Public Library (39 Kommissie 

Street, Excelsior). 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require additional information and/or 

clarification regarding the proposed project.  Our team welcomes your participation and 

looks forward to your involvement throughout this process. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

 

MRS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL 



 

From the desk of Gabriele Wood 

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com 
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
21 January 2013 

Mantsopa Local Municipality 

38 Joubert Street 

Ladybrand 

9745 

 

Tel: 051-924-0654 

Fax: 051-924-0020 

 

Dear Mapitso Cecilia Sebotsa 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MERAPI PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR ENERGY 

FACILITY, NEAR EXCELSIOR, FREE STATE PROVINCE 

DEA REF NOs.: 

14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (PHASE 1), 14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (PHASE 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 

(PHASE 3) AND 14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (PHASE 4). 

 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd is proposing the establishment of a 

photovoltaic (PV) solar energy facility and associated infrastructure within a broader area 

of approximately 1504 hectares.  The proposed facility is envisaged to have a generating 

capacity of 300 MW (to be developed in 4 phases of 75MW each).  The proposed facility is 

located on Portion 0 of Farm 311 Ceylon, Portion 0 of Farm 566 Moedersgift, Portion 0 of 

Farm 1623 Welgegund, Portion 0 of Farm 374 Concordia, and Portion 1 of Farm 1547 De 

Hoop located 5 km south-east of Excelsior in the Free State Province.  The R709 road 

bisects the centre of the site. The study area falls within the jurisdiction of the Mantsopa 

Local Municipality.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

In terms of sections 24 and 24D of the National Environmental Management Act (No 107 

of 1998), as read with the EIA Regulations of GN R543 – GN R546, a Scoping and EIA 

Study will be required to be undertaken for the proposed Merapi Solar Park.  In order to 

accommodate the end-requirement that each phase receives an Environmental 

Authorisation for the respective projects, 4 separate applications have been submitted the 

National Department of Environmental Affairs.  The projects have been registered under 

Application Reference Numbers: 14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (Phase 1), 

14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (Phase 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 (Phase 3) and 

14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (Phase 4). 

 

 



 

 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC 

REVIEW 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa appointed Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd to undertake 

the Environmental Impact Assessment to identify and assess all potential environmental 

impacts that might arise as a result of the proposed project.  The public participation 

process, which forms part of the overall EIA process, is also being undertaken by 

Savannah Environmental.   

 

A draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report has been prepared by Savannah 

Environmental and is available for public review.  The 30-day public review period for 

the draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report is from 21 January 2013 – 20 

February 2013.  Please find herewith a copy of the draft Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report for your review and comment.  The report is also available for 

download from www.savannahSA.com.  

 

Please could you kindly submit your formal comments by sending written correspondence 

in this regard?  All comments received will be submitted in the Environmental Impact 

Assessment report which will be submitted to the DEA.  Comments can be made as written 

submission via fax, post or e-mail. 

 

In terms of the NEMA Amendment Act a 40-day review period will be allowed for 

commenting authorities / organs of state to submit their comments on the draft 

Scoping Report to the Department of Environmental Affairs.  Please could you kindly 

provide the name and contact details of the relevant contact person at your department 

who we would liaise with regarding this project.  By registering on the project database, 

you will receive all information relating to the project and will be provided with an 

opportunity to provide comment and input into the EIA process. 

 

All Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to attend a public meeting to be 

held on 30 January 2013 at 16:00 at the Excelsior Public Library (39 Kommissie 

Street, Excelsior). 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require additional information and/or 

clarification regarding the proposed project.  Our team welcomes your participation and 

looks forward to your involvement throughout this process. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

MRS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL  



 

From the desk of Gabriele Wood 

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com 
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
21 January 2013 

Mantsopa Local Municipality 

38 Joubert Street 

Ladybrand 

9745 

 

Tel: 051-924-0654 

Fax: 051-924-0020 

 

Dear Tlali Motshoikhu 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MERAPI PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR ENERGY 

FACILITY, NEAR EXCELSIOR, FREE STATE PROVINCE 

DEA REF NOs.: 

14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (PHASE 1), 14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (PHASE 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 

(PHASE 3) AND 14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (PHASE 4). 

 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd is proposing the establishment of a 

photovoltaic (PV) solar energy facility and associated infrastructure within a broader area 

of approximately 1504 hectares.  The proposed facility is envisaged to have a generating 

capacity of 300 MW (to be developed in 4 phases of 75MW each).  The proposed facility is 

located on Portion 0 of Farm 311 Ceylon, Portion 0 of Farm 566 Moedersgift, Portion 0 of 

Farm 1623 Welgegund, Portion 0 of Farm 374 Concordia, and Portion 1 of Farm 1547 De 

Hoop located 5 km south-east of Excelsior in the Free State Province.  The R709 road 

bisects the centre of the site. The study area falls within the jurisdiction of the Mantsopa 

Local Municipality.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

In terms of sections 24 and 24D of the National Environmental Management Act (No 107 

of 1998), as read with the EIA Regulations of GN R543 – GN R546, a Scoping and EIA 

Study will be required to be undertaken for the proposed Merapi Solar Park.  In order to 

accommodate the end-requirement that each phase receives an Environmental 

Authorisation for the respective projects, 4 separate applications have been submitted the 

National Department of Environmental Affairs.  The projects have been registered under 

Application Reference Numbers: 14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (Phase 1), 

14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (Phase 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 (Phase 3) and 

14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (Phase 4). 

 

 



 

 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC 

REVIEW 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa appointed Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd to undertake 

the Environmental Impact Assessment to identify and assess all potential environmental 

impacts that might arise as a result of the proposed project.  The public participation 

process, which forms part of the overall EIA process, is also being undertaken by 

Savannah Environmental.   

 

A draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report has been prepared by Savannah 

Environmental and is available for public review.  The 30-day public review period for 

the draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report is from 21 January 2013 – 20 

February 2013.  Please find herewith a copy of the draft Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report for your review and comment.  The report is also available for 

download from www.savannahSA.com.  

 

Please could you kindly submit your formal comments by sending written correspondence 

in this regard?  All comments received will be submitted in the Environmental Impact 

Assessment report which will be submitted to the DEA.  Comments can be made as written 

submission via fax, post or e-mail. 

 

In terms of the NEMA Amendment Act a 40-day review period will be allowed for 

commenting authorities / organs of state to submit their comments on the draft 

Scoping Report to the Department of Environmental Affairs.  Please could you kindly 

provide the name and contact details of the relevant contact person at your department 

who we would liaise with regarding this project.  By registering on the project database, 

you will receive all information relating to the project and will be provided with an 

opportunity to provide comment and input into the EIA process. 

 

All Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to attend a public meeting to be 

held on 30 January 2013 at 16:00 at the Excelsior Public Library (39 Kommissie 

Street, Excelsior). 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require additional information and/or 

clarification regarding the proposed project.  Our team welcomes your participation and 

looks forward to your involvement throughout this process. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

 

MRS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL 



 

From the desk of Gabriele Wood 

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com 
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
21 January 2013 

South African National Roads Agency Limited 

58 Van Eck Place  

Mkondeni 

Pietermaritzburg 

3212 

 

Tel: 033-392-8120 

Email: landmanc@nra.co.za 

 

Dear JC Landman 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MERAPI PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR ENERGY 

FACILITY, NEAR EXCELSIOR, FREE STATE PROVINCE 

DEA REF NOs.: 

14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (PHASE 1), 14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (PHASE 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 

(PHASE 3) AND 14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (PHASE 4). 

 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd is proposing the establishment of a 

photovoltaic (PV) solar energy facility and associated infrastructure within a broader area 

of approximately 1504 hectares.  The proposed facility is envisaged to have a generating 

capacity of 300 MW (to be developed in 4 phases of 75MW each).  The proposed facility is 

located on Portion 0 of Farm 311 Ceylon, Portion 0 of Farm 566 Moedersgift, Portion 0 of 

Farm 1623 Welgegund, Portion 0 of Farm 374 Concordia, and Portion 1 of Farm 1547 De 

Hoop located 5 km south-east of Excelsior in the Free State Province.  The R709 road 

bisects the centre of the site. The study area falls within the jurisdiction of the Mantsopa 

Local Municipality.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

In terms of sections 24 and 24D of the National Environmental Management Act (No 107 

of 1998), as read with the EIA Regulations of GN R543 – GN R546, a Scoping and EIA 

Study will be required to be undertaken for the proposed Merapi Solar Park.  In order to 

accommodate the end-requirement that each phase receives an Environmental 

Authorisation for the respective projects, 4 separate applications have been submitted the 

National Department of Environmental Affairs.  The projects have been registered under 

Application Reference Numbers: 14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (Phase 1), 

14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (Phase 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 (Phase 3) and 

14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (Phase 4). 

 

 



 

 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC 

REVIEW 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa appointed Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd to undertake 

the Environmental Impact Assessment to identify and assess all potential environmental 

impacts that might arise as a result of the proposed project.  The public participation 

process, which forms part of the overall EIA process, is also being undertaken by 

Savannah Environmental.   

 

A draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report has been prepared by Savannah 

Environmental and is available for public review.  The 30-day public review period for 

the draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report is from 21 January 2013 – 20 

February 2013.  Please find herewith a copy of the draft Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report for your review and comment.  The report is also available for 

download from www.savannahSA.com.  

 

Please could you kindly submit your formal comments by sending written correspondence 

in this regard?  All comments received will be submitted in the Environmental Impact 

Assessment report which will be submitted to the DEA.  Comments can be made as written 

submission via fax, post or e-mail. 

 

In terms of the NEMA Amendment Act a 40-day review period will be allowed for 

commenting authorities / organs of state to submit their comments on the draft 

Scoping Report to the Department of Environmental Affairs.  Please could you kindly 

provide the name and contact details of the relevant contact person at your department 

who we would liaise with regarding this project.  By registering on the project database, 

you will receive all information relating to the project and will be provided with an 

opportunity to provide comment and input into the EIA process. 

 

All Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to attend a public meeting to be 

held on 30 January 2013 at 16:00 at the Excelsior Public Library (39 Kommissie 

Street, Excelsior). 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require additional information and/or 

clarification regarding the proposed project.  Our team welcomes your participation and 

looks forward to your involvement throughout this process. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

MRS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL 



 

From the desk of Gabriele Wood 

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com 
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
21 January 2013 

Thabo Mofutsanyane District Municipality 

Old Parliament Building 

1 Mampoi Street 

Witsieshoek 

9870 

 

Tel: 058-718-1014 

Email: tekastm@lg.fs.gov.za 

 

Dear T Moloi 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MERAPI PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR ENERGY 

FACILITY, NEAR EXCELSIOR, FREE STATE PROVINCE 

DEA REF NOs.: 

14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (PHASE 1), 14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (PHASE 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 

(PHASE 3) AND 14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (PHASE 4). 

 

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa (Pty) Ltd is proposing the establishment of a 

photovoltaic (PV) solar energy facility and associated infrastructure within a broader area 

of approximately 1504 hectares.  The proposed facility is envisaged to have a generating 

capacity of 300 MW (to be developed in 4 phases of 75MW each).  The proposed facility is 

located on Portion 0 of Farm 311 Ceylon, Portion 0 of Farm 566 Moedersgift, Portion 0 of 

Farm 1623 Welgegund, Portion 0 of Farm 374 Concordia, and Portion 1 of Farm 1547 De 

Hoop located 5 km south-east of Excelsior in the Free State Province.  The R709 road 

bisects the centre of the site. The study area falls within the jurisdiction of the Mantsopa 

Local Municipality.  

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS 

 

In terms of sections 24 and 24D of the National Environmental Management Act (No 107 

of 1998), as read with the EIA Regulations of GN R543 – GN R546, a Scoping and EIA 

Study will be required to be undertaken for the proposed Merapi Solar Park.  In order to 

accommodate the end-requirement that each phase receives an Environmental 

Authorisation for the respective projects, 4 separate applications have been submitted the 

National Department of Environmental Affairs.  The projects have been registered under 

Application Reference Numbers: 14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (Phase 1), 

14/12/16/3/3/2/362 (Phase 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 (Phase 3) and 

14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (Phase 4). 

 

 



 

 

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC 

REVIEW 

 

SolaireDirect Southern Africa appointed Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd to undertake 

the Environmental Impact Assessment to identify and assess all potential environmental 

impacts that might arise as a result of the proposed project.  The public participation 

process, which forms part of the overall EIA process, is also being undertaken by 

Savannah Environmental.   

 

A draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report has been prepared by Savannah 

Environmental and is available for public review.  The 30-day public review period for 

the draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report is from 21 January 2013 – 20 

February 2013.  Please find herewith a copy of the draft Environmental Impact 

Assessment Report for your review and comment.  The report is also available for 

download from www.savannahSA.com.  

 

Please could you kindly submit your formal comments by sending written correspondence 

in this regard?  All comments received will be submitted in the Environmental Impact 

Assessment report which will be submitted to the DEA.  Comments can be made as written 

submission via fax, post or e-mail. 

 

In terms of the NEMA Amendment Act a 40-day review period will be allowed for 

commenting authorities / organs of state to submit their comments on the draft 

Scoping Report to the Department of Environmental Affairs.  Please could you kindly 

provide the name and contact details of the relevant contact person at your department 

who we would liaise with regarding this project.  By registering on the project database, 

you will receive all information relating to the project and will be provided with an 

opportunity to provide comment and input into the EIA process. 

 

All Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) are invited to attend a public meeting to be 

held on 30 January 2013 at 16:00 at the Excelsior Public Library (39 Kommissie 

Street, Excelsior). 

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me should you require additional information and/or 

clarification regarding the proposed project.  Our team welcomes your participation and 

looks forward to your involvement throughout this process. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

MRS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL 
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Gabriele Wood

From: Gabriele Wood <gabriele@savannahsa.com>
Sent: 18 January 2013 10:08 AM
To: H.L Barkhuizen; TP Ntili; B Mlambo; JC Landman; Department of Energy; S Kewuti; 

John Geeringh; Debbie Khan; Mr Ikhraam Osman; Ms C Booyse; Vernon Blair; 
Thoko Buthelezi; Kuni Ditira-Lekoeneba; Mariagrazia Galimberti; Dumisani 
Mchunu

Cc: gabriele@savannahsa.com
Subject: Notice of Availability of Draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report - 

Proposed Merapi Solar Energy Facility, Excelsior, Free State
Attachments: Merapi SEF Draft EIAR & PM Notification_Organs of State 18.01.2013 - email.pdf

Dear Organ of State

The Environmental Impact Assessment process for the proposed Merapi Solar Energy Facility near 
Excelsior in the Free State has reference. This serves as notification that the Draft Environmental Impact 
Assessment Report will be available for public review as of Monday 21 February 2013. Please refer to the 
attached letter for further information.

Kind Regards
Gabi Wood

Mrs Gabriele Wood

Public Participation and Social Consultant

Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd

Tel: 27 11 656 3237

Fax: 086 684 0547

Email: gabriele@savannahsa.com

www.savannahsa.com









































 

From the desk of Sheila Muniongo 

E-mail: Sheila@savannahsa.com  
_____________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 13 February 2013 

DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/360 

 

The Department of Economic Development, Tourism and Environmental Affairs: 

Free State 

Private Bag X20801 

Bloemfontein 

9300 

 

Tel: 051-400-9410 

Email: vrensbl@detea.fs.gov.za  

 

Dear Ms L van Rensburg 

 

RE: PROPOSED MERAPI SOLAR ENERGY FACILITY ON A SITE NEAR 

BLOEMFONTEIN, FREE STATE 

 

This letter serves as acknowledgment of receipt of a letter received from the 

DETEA dated 11 October 2012.  In response to the recommendations raised 

regarding the proposed Merapi Solar Energy Facility near Excelsior [DEA 

Reference Numbers: 14/12/16/3/3/2/361 (PHASE 1), 14/12/16/3/3/2/362 

(PHASE 2), 14/12/16/3/3/2/363 (PHASE 3) AND 14/12/16/3/3/2/364 (PHASE 

4)]. the following has reference:   

 

1. Decommissioning Plan 

 

A decommissioning plan is outlined in Chapter 9 of the Environmental 

Management Programme (EMP), attached as Appendix K (Phase 1), Appendix L 

(Phase 2), Appendix M (Phase 3) and Appendix N (Phase 4) of the Draft 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Report.  The decommissioning plan 

highlights where and how the material used will be disposed of.  It further 

outlines the activities that would need to be undertaken in order to rehabilitate 

the disturbed land.  

 

2. Consultation with the Department of Agriculture  

 

As part of the public participation component of the EIA process, a focus group 

meeting was held with the Department of Agriculture in Botshabelo on 31 January 

2013.  We still await formal comment from the Department of Agriculture.    

 



 

 

A soil and agricultural survey of the site was undertaken as part of the EIA.  It 

was concluded that the proposed Merapi PV facility site will be located on 

generally LOW potential agricultural land.  In addition, the layout of proposed PV 

facility has been strategically planned to mitigate loss of potential agricultural 

land. 

 

From an agricultural perspective, this development will not impact on the 

agricultural potential of the site.  Areas currently used for agricultural purposes 

will remain available for this land use. 

 

Should you have any additional queries or comments please contact the 

undersigned.   

 

Kind Regards, 

 

MS GABRIELE WOOD 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT 

SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL (PTY) LTD 

 

(not signed, sent via email) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







From the desk of Gabriele Wood

E-mail: gabriele@savannahSA.com
_____________________________________

27 February 2013
Your Ref: 2012_07_0077

Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X120
Pretoria
0001

Tel: 012-319-7619
Fax: 012-329-5938

Dear MC Marubini

PROPOSED ESTABLISHEMENT OF THE MERAPI (EXCELSIOR) PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) SOLAR 
PARK, NEAR EXCELSIOR, FREE STATE PROVINCE 

DEA REF NOS.: PHASE 1: 14/12/16/3/3/2/361; PHASE 2: 14/12/16/3/3/2/362; PHASE 3: 
14/12/16/3/3/2/363; AND PHASE 4: 14/12/16/3/3/2/364

Your letter dated 29 January 2013 refers. This serves as acknowledgement of and 
response to the comments raised by the Department. 

A soils and agricultural survey of the site was undertaken as part of the EIA.  It was 
concluded that the proposed Merapi PV facility site will be located on generally LOW 
potential agricultural land.  In addition, the layout of the proposed PV facility has been 
strategically planned to minimise loss of potential agricultural land.

From an agricultural perspective, this development will not impact on the agricultural 
potential of the site.  Areas currently used for agricultural purposes will remain available 
for this land use.

Please could you kindly indicate whether the Department requires a site visit so that 
further explanation can be given in this regard. 

I trust the above is in order.

Kind Regards

MS GABRIELE WOOD
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND SOCIAL CONSULTANT
SAVANNAH ENVIRONMENTAL


