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ROBBEN ISLAND MUSUEM OLD POWER STATION 

PRELIMINARY REPORT No. 3: ASSOCIATED LANDSCAPE; COOLING 

POND 

INTRODUCTION 

This report follows on from research that has highlighted a number of aspects that 

may enhance the proposed conversion of the RIM OPS to house the collection 

currently stored in the MSP. 

1. A desk top study has shown the presence of what was the cooling pond to the 

east of the main building. 

2. Discussions with SAHRA and a follow up letter requesting their requirements 

should an excavation of the pond become necessary was sent on 12 October 2011. 

Attached as Annexure A. 

3. The cooling pond did not fall within the legal definition of ‘Archaeological’ in 

terms section 1 of the National Heritage Resources Act, 25 of 1999 [NHRA]. The 

excavation does then not fall within the terms of section 35of the NHRA 

4. SAHRA therefore had to provide formally for the possible excavation in terms 

of sections 27 and 48 of the NHRA. 

5.  A meeting was held on 17 October 2011 with Robben Island Museum Heritage 

at which the idea was proposed to use the cooling pond for the new plant as the 

proposed building will not have the capacity to do so. The RIM was happy that a 

deviation of their policy of no changes after 1997 should be effected. 

6.  At a meeting of the consultants on 17 November 2011 it was also proposed that 

use of the cooling pond be looked into. 

7. On 22 November 2011 SAHRA sent a letter with their requirements for the 

proposed excavation. A Phase 1 Archaeological assessment by a qualified 

archaeologist is required prior to the submission of the permit application in terms 

of section 27 for the conversion of the Old Power station. SAHRA letter attached 

as Annexure B. 
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SITE PLAN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig.1.  Green square of vegetation delineating site of cooling pond. [Photo courtesy 

of SARAH Winter] 

 

DESCRIPTION 

An architectural tracing from 1963 of an earlier drawing of the Main Building 

shows a cooling pond 10 Imperial feet [10’ or approximately 3metres] away from 

the Main Building on the south east corner.  

The dimensions are a 20’ by 20’ square. The depth of the pond is shown as 5’ with 

ground level at the time shown as half of this [2’6”]. Rising above the cooling 

pond the design shows a wooden louvre [half inch in size] ventilation of 5’ with a 

4”x 3” head. 4”x4” posts are indicate for the corners and the posts to secure the 
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louvres. It would appear that there was no roof or covering and that the louvres 

acted as windshields. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 2. Extract from 1963 tracing of architects drawing. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

The recommendations are consistent with current thinking on the adaptive reuse of 

historical structures. The National Heritage Resources Act, 25 of 1999, The 1969 

ICOMOS [Venice] Charter and its amendments, as well as the Australia ICOMOS 

[Burra] Charter all provide for adaptive reuse strategies to be implemented within 

historical contexts. 

The aim is not an absolute return to the past but to reintegrate the WWII 

landscapes in their current setting. The number and size of the artefacts, as well as 

the requirements for environment control in housing the artefacts, cannot be 

adequately housed within the Old Power Station building itself.  

The small outbuilding initially allocated to house both the fumigation and plant is 

inadequate bearing the requirements for storage of artefacts in mind.  

It is therefore recommended that: 

1. The cooling pond is excavated as per SAHRA requirements to assess the merits 

of reuse of the pond. 

2. The cooling pond be suitably reinstated as per the project architects 

specifications to house the plant. 
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ANNEXURE A 
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ANNEXURE B 

 

 


