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INTRODUCTION 

Robben Island Museum in conjunction with the Department of Public Works have committed to 

the rehabilitation of the Blue Stone Quarry on Robben Island. The sea and storm damage has 

seen the dyke laid down by prisoners from 1963 to 1977 gradually erode at the point where it juts 

into the tidal zone.  

A photographic and diagrammatic survey was made by Edward Matenga in 2004.  

A brief site survey on 19 December 2012 was made to the Blue Stone Quarry by Ron Viney. 

The survey showed that a pioneering species of succulent had established itself at important 

points in and on the wall, as well as the quarry working area, since the Matenga Survey of 2004. 

Sea birds have invaded the quarry and sections of the dyke. 

Sections of a concrete slab were recorded on the inside of the quarry in close proximity to the 

landward side of the wall. The slab is covered with eroded storm debris, which is clearly out of 

context. 

SITE PLAN 
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DESCRIPTION AND SCOPE OF WORK 

1. Vegetation 

A number of features are covered by vegetation. It is proposed that the vegetation be sensitively 

removed or cut back to assist with recording the site. This will assist in providing better 

information and a comparison with the recording of the site made by Matenga in 2004. 

a. Vegetation needs to be cut back where the interior packed dry stone wall has been 

covered over. See figs. 2 to 5 

b. Vegetation covering what appears to be part of the original ‘knaplyn’ or the old road 

verge needs to be cut back. The ‘knaplyn’ was a set of demarcated rows where prisoners 

sat to reduce rocks to smaller stones as aggregate for concrete and roads.  See figs. 6 to 8 

2. Exposed concrete slab 

a. Parts of a concrete slab are exposed. It is proposed to sensitively remove the debris to 

find the extent of the slab. See figs. 9 to 11. 
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b. It is also anticipated that the slab may reveal its function, which may have been the 

floor of a shelter, a work platform or some form of stabilization of the interior dry stone 

wall. A drawing made by Natoo Babenia indicates a structure in approximately the 

position of the parts of the exposed slab. See fig.1.  Mention is also made by Stanley 

Mogoba of shelters built by the prisoners, which were destroyed by a vengeful warden. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig.1. Babenia drawing of 

quarry ca 1970’s showing 

structure close to quarry wall. 

 



Ad Astra Festina, Ron Viney, ron@srms.co.za 072 212 8814 2013-01-17Permapp record Page 8 
 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig.2. Vegetation over wall    Fig.3. Vegetation on wall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig.4. Vegetation on wall    Fig.5. Vegetation on wall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig.6. Line of ‘knaplyn’     Fig.7. Exposed part of ‘Knaplyn’ 
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Fig.8. Showing rows of stone and other materials to form the ‘knaplyn’ 

 

 

Figures 9 to 11.  Showing exposed parts of concrete 

slab 
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RECOMMENDATION 

It is recommended that vegetation be sensitively cut back and the debris be removed to expose 

the concrete slab under the supervision of a heritage specialist to facilitate recording and 

assessment of the significance of the site.  
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