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1. INTRODUCTION

This Heritage Statement and architectural proposal has been prepared by Stuart Hermansen
of HB Architects for their client, Elspeth Campbell.

Heather Cottage is a residential cottage situated on a declared National Heritage Site [Ida's
Valley Cultural Landscape], and is also generally protected under Sect 34 of the NHRA.

For these reasons it must be submitted to SAHRA for their Permit before the plans for
alterations may be submitted to Stellenbosch Municipality,

The primary purpose of this Heritage Statement is to analyze, record and photograph any
features that make the house and its immediate environs heritage-worthy, and
simultaneously identify the elements and features that detract from it, or have no heritage
significance. This analysis then informs the design proposal.

2. DOCUMENT SEARCH & HISTORY

No plans or documents were found at Stellenbosch Municipality.

The Surveyor General diagram shows that the property was first subdivided from the farm
Schoongezicht in 1947.

The property was given to the Campbell family who had been living on the farm by the then-
owner of Schoongezicht, Tom Barlow.

The cottage was built about the time of the property transfer [pers comm, E Campbell, Jan
20103]

3. ANALYSIS OF SITE AND BUILDINGS

3.1. Location

The site of 1,3224 Ha is located as a subdivision within the historic farm Schoongezicht. It is
bounded by Schoongezicht on all sides, and is accessed by the farm road that services
Schoongezicht.

3.2. Context

The property is situated in the agricultural context of Rustenberg/Schoongezicht, Ida's
Valley, Stellenbosch. The land use around it is still primarily pastures and fields for
dairy/beef farming.

3.3. Description

The property itself is densely wooded, and so blends into the rural environment. The
suburban nature of the cottage and outbuildings is a little at odds with the historic farm
landscape. The improvements consist of a Bakeresque 1940’s Arts & Crafts single story,
free standing residential building with separate single garage/staff quarters. The house is
architecturally modestly decorated internally and externally, and is reminiscent of Pinelands
‘Gardens Cities' type residential architecture



The house is largely unaltered, with a 'Witch Room' infill to the cottage , and a lean-to
carport has been added to the garage.

3.4. Plan form

The original plan form is a typical 1940’s U-plan with two projecting bays to the rear of the
house.

The garage is located to the side of the building, and is accessed via an ad hoc lean-
although roofed connection to the house..

3.5. Roof Configuration
Thatched roof structure with small dormer over front door. Roof form roughly pyramidal with
two parallel hipped lower ridges over each projecting bay

3.6. Walls
Exterior: painted textured plastered [originally Luytens style?] on burnt bricks. Interior:
smooth painted plaster.

3.7. Floors

Narrow pine strip flooring, tiles to bathrooms and kitchen.

3.8. Doors and windows

Varnished hardwood casement windows with cottage panes. Varnished single panel doors
in architrave-framed linings.

3.9. Fireplace

Simple typical 1940’s small red facebrick fireplace, unadorned, with timber mantelpiece.
Ornate surround added later.

3.10. Other features
Decorative timber beam over front door recess. Detracting carport and other lean-to
structures.

3.11. Landscape

The garden has no significant landscape features, apart from mature trees. Boundary
enclosure: mix of palisade and wire mesh fencing.



4. ASSESSMENT OF HERITAGE VALUES OF FARM NO 1274, STELLENBOSCH

For method of establishing heritage values, see Annexure A.

Mid-twentieth century subdivision.

. . No indication of any significant owner or occupant
Social history ysig P

Slave history N/A

Historical O
pattern
. One of few remaining intact 1940’s suburban dwellings in Ida’s Valley.
Rarity 1
Information eg O Site not likely to yield any significant sub-surface material.
archaeology
L Mediocre example of 1940’s ‘Arts & Crafts’ domestic architecture
Typicality 1
Aesthetic eg 1 Original details weak examples consistent with Arts & Crafts design
architectural
Conforms to standard residential construction technology of the 1940's
Technology, O
creativity
Spiritual, O No affiliation to any recognized spiritual or religious group
cultural
0
0

4.1. Grade

The building has insufficient heritage significance to warrant grading.

5. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The house is a very modest example of suburban Arts & Crafts architecture, and while it is
discreetly concealed by virtue of the extensive planting around it, it makes little contribution
to the rural Ida's Valley Cultural Landscape.

In terms of scale and style, the building is non-invasive, and has no negative impact from a
heritage resources perspective.

6. DESIGN PROPOSAL

The design approach is to retain the footprint and roof form of the existing building as far as
possible, and develop a modest extension to the side of the dwelling. If costs allow, this
extension will be thatched, with the ridge height lower than the main ridge. If costs are too
high, then a flat roof behind parapets walls is proposed. The sketch proposals show the
thatched roof in dotted outline.

In order to accommodate the spatial requirements of the Campbell family [the property has
been left in trust to the two siblings of the current registered owner] a triple garage is
proposed in the position of the existing garage, with the attic being used for extended family
accommodation. The garage and the main house are proposed to be linked by a new
kitchen extension. The ridge height of the proposed garage will be the same height, but not
higher than the main roof of the house.



7. CONCLUSION

The design approach respects the original cottage, and makes some modest alterations to
suit the lifestyle of the current occupants. The extension, although almost as large in
footprint as the original cottage, is restrained in form and detail, and does not overshadow
the original cottage.

The proposed complete ensembile is still modest in scale and detail, and has no negative
impact on the Ida's Valley Cultural Landscape.

The proposal conforms to current conservation thinking, and it is hoped that the architectural
resolution reflects this sufficiently.
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METHOD OF ASSESSING HERITAGE VALUES

The assessment of heritage values is arranged in the form of a table using the following
categories of significance from Section 3(3) of the NHRA.

1. Historical pattern
Importance in the course or pattern of South Africa's history (e.g. associated with important
events or developments)

2. Rarity
Possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of SA's natural or cultural heritage

3. Information

Potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of SA's natural or
cultural heritage (study of the building fabric, archaeology, spatial arrangements and
alignments, palaeontology, geology, patterns of flora and fauna, etc, may provide currently
hidden information

4. Typicality
Demonstrates principal characteristics of a particular class of SA's natural or cultural places
or objects (eg is a good example of a type of building or place)

5. Aesthetic eg architectural
Exhibits a particular aesthetic characteristics valued by a community or cultural group

6. Technology, creativity
Demonstrates a high degree of creative or technical achievement at a particular period

7. Spiritual, cultural
Has a strong or special social, cultural or spiritual association with a particular community or
cultural group

8. Social history.
Strong or special association with life or work of a person, group, organisation of importance
in SA’s history

9. Slave history
A site of significance relating to the history of slavery in SA

10. Degree of significance in each category is given a numerical value:

5 4 3 2 1 0 -
No

Outstanding Very Significant Some Slight No information

significant significance | significance | significance | on which to

base an

assessment

11. Grade
1 = Special national significance

2 = Regional (provincial) significance
3 = Local significance
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