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Project Reference: 710.21002.00055  File Ref. UMK Surface Infrastructure Project EA Notification 

 20 July 2022 

 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 

UNITED MANGANESE OF KALAHARI (PTY) LTD  
 
APPROVAL OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAMME FOR THE PROPOSED CHANGES TO 
SURFACE INFRASTRUCTURE AT THE UMK MINE 
 

 BACKGROUND 

United Manganese of Kalahari (Pty) Ltd (UMK) applied for an Environmental Authorisation for new listed activities 
on the farm Botha 313, the RE of the farm Smartt 314, and portions 1, 2 and 3 (a portion of the RE) of the farm 
Rissik 330. The UMK Mine is an opencast manganese mine located approximately 13 km to the south of the town 
of Hotazel in the Joe Morolong Local Municipality and the John Taolo Gaetsewe District Municipality in the Northern 
Cape Province. The manganese mine lies directly adjacent and to the west of the R380 provincial road. 
 
UMK applied to the Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (DMRE) for an integrated Environmental 
Authorisation (including Waste Management License) to change the approved surface layout for the mine to 
optimize their mining operations. The proposed changes to the approved layout are discussed in detail below: 

New Infrastructure to be established on site in support of the current mining operations. 

• New parking area (0.52 ha); 

• Solar equipped boreholes and associated storage tanks; 

• Tyre fitting bay, workshop/ tyre centre and oil storage (7 ha); 

• Waste rock and sand stockpiles; 
o Central West Waste Rock Dump (WRD) (84 ha); 
o Central West Sand Stockpile (40.9 ha); 
o J Block West WRD (133 ha); 
o J Block West Sand Stockpile (46.5 ha); 
o J Block East WRD (63.5 ha); 
o J Block East Sand Stockpile (16.5 ha); 
o Powerline West WRD (196 ha); 
o Powerline West Sand Stockpile (35.9 ha); and 
o A Block West WRD (145 ha). 

• Product stockpile area within the approved sinter plant area (21.4 ha); 
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• TUP stockpile (12.4 ha); 

• Truck staging area (20.4 ha); 

• Hard Park areas (Phase 1 and 3) (14.3 ha); 

• Barlow’s Store (1 ha); 

• Explosive depo and associated service road (13.1 ha); and 

• Engineering salvage yard (temporal and permanent) (2.43 ha). 

Upgrade of existing approved infrastructure: 

• Prentec Sewage Plant; and 

• Existing weigh bridge and associated access road. 

Expansion of existing approved infrastructure  

• Open pit (458,7 ha); 

• Product stockpile (53.6 ha); 

• Modular crushing plant (34.6 ha); 

• Fuel storage farm (0.45 ha);  

• EME workshop for major repair and maintenance (3.6 ha); 

• Road truck staging area (1.6 ha); and 

• Offices (19.1 ha). 

Relocation of the following surface infrastructure at the mine: 

• Approved dirty water dams/pollution control ponds; and 

• 132 KV powerline from current location to its old location. 
 
SLR Consulting (Africa) (Pty) Ltd (SLR), an independent firm of environmental assessment practitioners, was 
appointed to manage the integrated environmental authorisation process in support of the Proposed Project. 
 
 

 GRANTING OF ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 

This letter serves to inform you, that on behalf of UMK, notice is hereby given that on 14 July 2022, UMK was 
granted environmental authorisation (EA) by the DMRE; for the above-mentioned project in terms of the National 
Environmental Management Act, 1998 (No. 107 of 1998) and the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
Regulations, 2014 (GN R 982 of 2014) (EIA Regulations, 2014).  
 
In accordance with regulation 4(2) of the EIA Regulations, 2014; the applicant must, in writing, within 14 days of 
the date of the decision on the application ensure that all registered interested and affected parties are provided 
with access to the decision and the reasons for such decision. It is important to note that the date of the decision, 
as signed by the Chief Director, is 21 June 2022. SLR was only provided with the EA notification letter on 14 July 
2022. It was therefore not possible to notify registered interested and affected parties within a 14 days period 
from the date of the decision of the EA due to the fact that the authorisation letter was not yet in our position. 
 
A copy of EA is attached as Appendix A.  
 
Should you wish to appeal the DMRE’s decision, your appeal must be lodged in terms of Chapter 2 of the National 
Appeal Regulations, 2014 (GN R. 993 of 2014) within 20 calendar days from the date of this notification. An appeal 
must be submitted to the Minister of Environmental Affairs Appeals Administrator in writing on a form obtainable 
from the Appeal Authority. A prescribed appeal form, as well as assistance regarding the appeal process is 
obtainable from the office of the Appeal Authority at: Email: Appeals@dffe.gov.za. A copy of the appeal must also 
be submitted to the DMRE on the details provided below.  
 

mailto:Appeals@dffe.gov.za
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An appeal must be lodged by means of the methods as prescribed in the table below. 
 

Department of Forestry, Fisheries and Environment 

Attention: Directorate Appeals and Legal Review 

Facsimile: 012 359 3609 

Email: Appeals@dffe.gov.za  

By post: Private Bag X447, Pretoria, 0001 

By hand: Environment House, Corner of Steve Biko and Soutpansberg Street, Arcadia, Pretoria, 0083 

Department of Mineral Resources and Energy (a copy of the appeal) 

Attention: Regional Manager: Northern Cape Region 

Facsimile: 053 807 1700 

Email: Ndlelenhle.zindela@dmre.gov.za  

By post: Private Bag X 6093, Kimberley, 8300 

By hand: Telkom Building, 41 Schmidtsdrift Street, Kimberly 8300 

 
The procedure pertaining to the administration and processing of appeals in terms of the National Appeal 
Regulations, 2014, (GN R. 993 of 2014) is outlined in Appendix B.  
 
For any further queries please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

_____________________________ 

Reinett Mogotshi 

Senior Environmental Consultant  

mailto:Appeals@dffe.gov.za
mailto:Ndlelenhle.zindela@dmre.gov.za
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Appendix A: Copy of the EA 
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Appendix B: National Appeal Regulations, 2014 (GN R 993 of 2014) – Chapter 2 
 
Appeal Submission  
1) An appellant must submit the appeal to the appeal administrator, and a copy of the appeal to the applicant, any 
registered interested and affected party and any organ of state with interest in the matter, within 20 days from:  

(a) the date that the notification of the decision for an application for an environmental authorisation or a 
waste management licence was sent to the registered interested and affected parties by the applicant; or  
(b) the date that the notification of the decision was sent to the applicant by the competent authority, 
issuing authority or licensing authority, in the case of decisions other than those referred to in paragraph 
(a). 

 
2) An appeal submission must be -  

(a) submitted in writing in the form obtainable from the appeal administrator; and  
(b) accompanied by -  

(i) a statement setting out the grounds of appeal;  
(ii) supporting documentation which is referred to in the appeal submission; and a statement, 
including supporting documentation, by the appellant to confirm compliance with regulation 4(1) 
of these Regulations.  

 
5. Responding Statement  
The applicant, the decision-maker, interested and affected parties, and organs of state must submit their 
responding statement, if any, to the appeal authority and the appellant within 20 days from the date of receipt of 
the appeal submission.  
 
6. Appeal Panel  
1) If the appeal authority reasonably believes that expert advice must be sought or that an appeal panel must be 
appointed, the appeal administrator must source an independent expert or constitute an independent appeal 
panel, or both, within 10 days from the date of receipt of an instruction from the appeal authority.  
 
2) The appeal panel contemplated in sub regulation (1) may consist of such number of independent experts and 
with such expertise as the Appeal Authority may deem necessary under the circumstances;  
 
3) The expert or appeal panel must provide advice to the appeal administrator within 10 days from the receipt of 
an instruction from the appeal administrator.  
 
7. Recommendations and Decisions on Appeals  
1) The appeal administrator must make a recommendation on the appeal to the appeal authority within 30 days of 
receipt of the responding statement referred to in regulation 5 of these Regulations, in the event that an 
independent expert has not been sourced or an independent appeal panel has not been constituted.  
 
2) The appeal administrator must make a recommendation on the appeal to the appeal authority within 10 days of 
receipt of the advice referred to in regulation 6(2) of these Regulations, in the event that an independent expert 
has been sourced or an independent appeal panel has been constituted.  
3) The appeal authority must reach a decision on an appeal, and notify the appellant, applicant, and any registered 
interested and affected party, within 20 days of the recommendation on the appeal by the appeal administrator.  
 
4) The decision contemplated in sub regulation (3) must contain written reasons for the decision.  
 
8. Communication  
1) A person may deliver documents in terms of these regulations by using one of the delivery methods referred to 
in section 47D of the Act.  
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2) In order to meet the time periods determined in these regulations, the person referred to in sub regulation (1), 
must also email, fax or hand deliver the document to the recipient, if the document is delivered by ordinary mail or 
registered mail.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


