( 1gge,f.‘nvironmental /qssessment (Practitioners (Pty) Ltd

Reg. No. 2008/004627/07
VAT No 4720248386

Telephone: (044) 874 0365 1% Floor Eagles View Building
Facsimile: (044) 874 0432 5 Progress Street, George
Web: Www.cape-eaprac.co.za PO Box 2070, George 6530

14 October 2020
Ref: JMO637/04

_ Dear Registered Interested and Affected Party

Via post / email

RE: NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT SCOPING REPORT FOR THE PROPOSED
HOTAZEL 2 ON REMAINING EXTENT (PORTION 0) OF THE FARM YORK A 279, AND
ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE ON PORTION 11 OF FARM YORK A 279, REMAINING EXTENT
OF PORTION 3 OF THE FARM YORK 279 AND THE REMAINING EXTENT (PORTION 0) OF THE
FARM HOTAZEL 280 SITUATED IN THE DISTRICT OF HOTAZEL IN THE NORTHERN CAPE
PROVINCE

DEFF Reference No. :
DEFF Case Officer:

2020-09-0019

Mathlodi Mogorosi

Cape Environmental Assessment Practitioners (Pty) Ltd. (Cape EAPrac) has been appointed by
the applicant, as independent environmental assessment practitioner (EAP), to facilitate the Scoping &
Environmental Impact Reporting (S&EIR) process required in terms of the National Environmental
Management Act (NEMA, Act 107 of 1998) and 2014 EIA Regulations for the proposed proposed
HOTAZEL 2 and associated infrastructure on the abovementioned properties.

The Applicant intends to develop 100MW,. (megawatt) Photovoltaic (PV) solar power development,
on the Remaining Extent (Portion 0) of the farm York A 279, situated in the District of Hotazel in the
Northern Cape Province. The electricity to be generated by the solar photovoltaic panels will be fed
into the national grid via the Eskom Hotazel Sub-Station. Associated infrastructure will thus include a
132kV distribution line, as well as an on-site substation, auxiliary buildings, access and internal roads,
perimeter fencing etc. A Locality and preliminary site layout plan is also attached to this notification
letter.

The procedures for S&EIR process in terms of the 2014 Reqgulations (as amended) are being followed for
this project. The following activities may be applicable:

Activity No(s):

Basic Assessment Activity(ies) as set out in Listing
Notice 1 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended

Portion of the proposed project to which the
applicable listed activity relates.

GN
Activity 11:

R983

The development of facilities or infrastructure for the
transmission and distribution of electricity-
(i) outside urban areas or industrial complexes with a capacity
of more than 33 but less than 275 kilovolts.

Hotazel 2 is located outside an urban area and will
connect to the national electricity via the Eskom
Hotazel substation. The proposed distribution
infrastructure includes the construction of an on-site
substation/ collector switching station and a 132kV
overhead power line.

GN
Activity 28:

R984

Residential, mixed, retail, commercial, industrial or institutional
developments where such land was used for agriculture or
afforestation on or after 01 April 1998 and where such
development:

(i) will occur inside an urban area, where the total land to be
developed is bigger than 5 hectares; or

(ii) will occur outside an urban area, where the total land to be

The proposed site is currently utilised for agricultural
purposes. The Hotazel 2 facility is considered as a
commercial use and will have a total footprint of
approximately 230 ha.

D.J. Jeffery

Directors

L. van Zyl




Activity No(s):

Basic Assessment Activity(ies) as set out in Listing
Notice 1 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended

Portion of the proposed project to which the
applicable listed activity relates.

developed is bigger than 1 hectare;

excluding where such land has already been developed for
residential, mixed, retail, commercial, industrial or institutional
purposes.

GN
Activity 24:

R983

The Development of a road —
(ii) with a reserve wider than 13.5m or where no road reserve
exists where the road is wider than 8m.

A new road will be constructed to access Hotazel 2.
The access road will have a width of 8m but with the
inclusion of side drains will exceed a total width of
more than 8m.

GN
Activity 56:

R983

The widening of a road by more than 6 metres, or the
lengthening of a road by more than 1 kilometre -

(i) where no reserve exists, where the existing road is wider
than 8 metres

The existing roads will be widened by more than 6m
in certain sections.

Activity No(s):

Scoping and EIA Activity(ies) as set out in Listing Notice 2
of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended

Portion of the proposed project to which the
applicable listed activity relates.

GN
Activity 1:

R984

The development of faciliies or infrastructure for the
generation of electricity from a renewable resource where the
electricity output is 20 megawatts or more, excluding where
such development of facilites or infrastructure is for
photovoltaic installations and occurs-

within an urban area; or

On existing infrastructure.

The proposed Hotazel 2 facility comprises a
renewable energy generation facility, which will utilise
PV technology, and will have a net generation
capacity of up to 100MW. The facility does not occur
within an urban area or on existing infrastructure.

GN
Activity 15:

R984

The clearance of an area of 20 hectares or more of indigenous
vegetation, excluding where such clearance of indigenous
vegetation is required for-

(i) the undertaking of a linear activity; or

(i) maintenance purposes undertaken in accordance with a
maintenance management plan.

Hotazel 2 will have a maximum footprint of 230ha
and as such exceeds the threshold defined in this
activity.

Activity No(s):

Basic Assessment Activity(ies) as set out in Listing Notice
3 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended

Portion of the proposed project to which the
applicable listed activity relates.

NO Activities in terms of Regulation 985.

NOTE: Basic Assessment as well as Scoping and Environmental Impact Reporting Activities are being
triggered by the proposed development and as such, the Environmental Process will follow a Scoping
and Environmental Impact Reporting process.

As a registered interested and affected party, you are hereby notified that the Draft Scoping Report
(SR) is available for review and comment from 14 October 2020 — 16 November 2020.

A digital copy of the Draft Scoping Report is available on the Cape EAPrac website at:

In accordance with the approved public participation plan, the Draft Scoping Report and all appendices
are also available on the dedicated download link below.

In terms of the approved public participation plan, the following alternative mechanisms for accessing

the report are available to any I&AP’s that cannot access the abovementioned digital platforms.

1. Digital copies of the report can be provided on CD or Flash Drive;

2. Digital copies can be provided via a sharepoint download link or Dropbox link;




3. Digital copies can be provided via Whatsapp messager,;

4. Hard copies of the report and any relevant specialist studies can be couriered to any parties.

Should you be unable to access the documents on the Cape EAPrac website and the dedicated
download and would like to utilise any of the alternative methods listed above, please Cape EAPrac on
any of the contact details below.

Please submit your full contact details and any comments you may have to Cape EAPrac (contact
details below) on or before 16 November 2020:

Cape EAPrac
ATTN: Mr Dale Holder
P.0O. Box 2070, George, 6530 Tel: 044 874 0365 Fax: 044 874 0432
E-mail: gzl

Upon completion of this 30-day comment period, comments received will be considered and feedback
provided, after which the comments and responses will be included in the Final Scoping Report (SR)
that be submitted to the National Department of Environmental Affairs for decision making.

If you require any further assistance, please do not hesitate to contact this office directly.

Sincerely,

Mr Dale Holder
For Cape EAPrac

In the event that you or your organization have been wrongly identified as a stakeholder, or in the
event that the responsibility of providing comment on this application lies with another party within
your organization, either forward this notice to them or notify Cape EAPrac within one week of
receiving this notice of the correct party that should be informed. Should you be aware of any
relevant legislation that needs to be complied with, in addition to this process, please inform us of
such as soon as possible. Should you be aware of any party that may not be able to effectively
participate in this environmental process due to illiteracy, disability or any other disadvantage,
please contact Cape EAPrac durina office hour and we shall assist where required.
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Dale Holder

From: Dale Holder
Sent: 14 October 2020 04:43 PM
To: LUAHelpdesk@daff.gov.za; abrahamsn@®nra.co.za; 'Annelizac@daff.gov.za’;

'Samantha De la Fontaine (sdelafontaine@gmail.com)’;
"seppie.esterhuysen@gmail.com’ (seppie.esterhuysen@gmail.com)’;
‘felaarmb@eskom.co.za'; eia@g7energies.com; thembelani.gantsho@kmr.co.za;
‘geerinjh@eskom.co.za’; 'belindag@ewt.org.za’; "phine@sahra.org.za'
(phine@sahra.org.za)'; 'Hohne Danita (HohneD@dwa.gov.za)'; ‘juliusg@nra.co.za’;
juliak@joemorolong.gov.za; 'koegelenbergj@sentech.co.za’; leaskk@eskom.co.za;
'slekota@environment.gov.za'; 'danie.lourens@umk.co.za'; jacolinema@daff.gov.za’,
"mashuduma@daff.gov.za' (mashuduma@daff.gov.za)'; 'ayandam@doc.gov.za’;
‘dmoleko@ncpg.gov.za'; 'mmboneni.mutheiwana@dmr.gov.za’;
registry@joemorolong.gov.za; "nomawethu.qase@energy.gov.za'
(nomawethu.qase@energy.gov.za)'; 'energy@birdlife.org.za’;
TRatlou@environment.gov.za; 'ntsundeni.ravhugoni@dmr.gov.za’,
‘dstander@ncpg.gov.za'; strohl@caa.co.za; atiplady@ska.ac.za; Musa Baloye;
'ntoerien1@gmail.com’; "Justine Wyngaardt' (WyngaaJO@eskom.co.za)'

Subject: Notification of availability of Draft Scoping Report for the proposed Hotazel 2 PV
Development near Hotazel in the Northern Cape.
Attachments: JM0637.04 DSR Notifications Hotazel 2.pdf

Dear Registered / Potential Interested and Affected Party.

NOTIFICATION OF AVAILABILITY OF DRAFT SCOPING REPORT FOR THE PROPOSED HOTAZEL 2 ON REMAINING
EXTENT (PORTION 0) OF THE FARM YORK A 279, AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE ON PORTION 11 OF FARM
YORK A 279, REMAINING EXTENT OF PORTION 3 OF THE FARM YORK 279 AND THE REMAINING EXTENT (PORTION
0) OF THE FARM HOTAZEL 280 SITUATED IN THE DISTRICT OF HOTAZEL IN THE NORTHERN CAPE PROVINCE.

DEFF Reference No. : 2020-09-0019
DEFF Case Officer: : Mathlodi Mogorosi

Please find the attached notification regarding the availability of the Draft Scoping Report for the proposed Hotazel
2 (PV Development) and associated infrastructure on the abovementioned properties near Hotazel in the Northern
Cape.

In accordance with the approved public participation plan, the Draft Scoping Report and all appendices are also
available on the dedicated download link below:

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/s6tbu9xgavibvfa/AADop26ed5wvmPfsdwbc zxCa?dl=0

In terms of the approved public participation plan, the following alternative mechanisms for accessing the report are
available to any I&AP’s that cannot access the abovementioned digital platforms.

1. Digital copies of the report can be provided on CD or Flash Drive;

2. Digital copies can be provided via a sharepoint download link or Dropbox link;

3. Digital copies can be provided via Whatsapp messager;

4. Hard copies of the report and any relevant specialist studies can be couriered to any parties.

Should you be unable to access the documents on the Cape EAPrac website and the dedicated download and would
like to utilise any of the alternative methods listed above, please Cape EAPrac on any of the contact details below.



Please contact the undersigned should you have any queries regarding the attached.

Kind Regards,

Dale Holder | 082 448 9225
SENIOR CONSULTANT [ECO| GIS

¥dip Nat. Con. {Pretoria Tech)

T: 044 874 0365
F: 0448740432
17 Progress Street, George
PO Box 2070, George 6530

Ervdrorsmenisd Assessmart Pracicners

COVID-19 operational notice

E Our advisers and staff are working remotely and are contactable via email or on
their celiphones

&  We will advise when physical meetings and office visits can resume
Our commitment to offering you service excellence remains unchanged




