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23 June 2021 

 

Enviro Works 

Block B2, Edison Square, Ground floor, 

c/o Century Avenue and Edison Way, 

Century City 7446 

 

Attention: Ms Megan Smith 

Via e-mail: megan@enviroworks.co.za 

 

 
COMMENTS ON THE REVISED MAINTENANCE MANAGEMENT PLAN FOR THE PROPOSED 
RESTORATION AND MAINTENANCE OF THE BLUE STONE QUARRY WALL, ROBBEN 
ISLAND (June 2021) 
 

            

1. Circulation 

1.1. The application was circulated for comment to internal City Departments. The City’s 

previous comments dated 05 March 2021 and 19 March 2021as well as comments 

received are attached as Annexures A-C to this comment. 

 

2. Previous Comments  

2.1. The City notes that although some of the comments previously raised have been 

addressed and incorporated into the Revised Maintenance Management Plan (RMMP), 

many issues remain unaddressed.  

2.2. In particular, points 1.7.5 and 1.7.6 of the City’s comments relating to alternative 

methods for celebrating the heritage of the site, have not been addressed, whereby 

the City’s heritage official, Mr Dave Hart, suggested it may be more appropriate to 

preserve the remaining extent of the original wall, as well as the breached section, in 

testimony to what the prisoners were up against, i.e. the ongoing futility of hard labour 

maintaining a wall that would be periodically washed away.   It was therefore proposed 

during the site inspection that future maintenance would cause less disturbance if it 

were symbolic only.  For example, surviving ex-political prisoners and their family 

members could attend an annual ceremony to symbolically replace on stone each into 

the wall.  This would also free up budget for much needed maintenance to the existing 

prison or for other conservation or social development initiatives on the Island. 
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2.3. Please refer to the City’s previously submitted comments, dated 05 March 2021 and 19 

March 2021 (Annexures A and B respectively) for detailed issues to be addressed.  

2.4. The main issue of a ‘listed activity’ being triggered for the reconstruction of the blue 

stone quarry wall is still outstanding.  The City believes that given that the previous 

environmental authorisation for the reconstruction of the wall has lapsed, that a fresh 

environmental impact assessment (Basic Assessment Report) should be provided to 

consider the impacts of the proposed wall reconstruction on the birds and heritage 

resources.   

3. Further Comments and Recommendations 

3.1. The proposed reconstruction of the wall does not fall within the scope of the definition 

of ‘maintenance’ or ‘restoration’,  

3.2. P16 of 48: The proposed method of jackhammering the stones in a warehouse at the 

harbour is not necessarily consistent with the original construction method, and 

therefore may lack heritage authenticity.  The South African Heritage Resources 

Agency (SAHRA) should verify this.  The jackhammering at the harbour may disturb the 

vast roosting site of the cormorants.  

3.3. P18 of 48: The statement that “No ablution facilities will be available on site and that 

staff will be transported to off-site ablution facilities as needed” is unacceptable, and 

will result in pollution in the area.  It is imperative to provide ablution facilities on 

construction sites at a ratio of one ablution facility per 15 workers.  Hand-washing 

facilities / sanitizer must also be provided.  

3.4. Mapping: Fig 4: Pg. 20 of 48: General site layout plan:  Conventions on the map are to 

be shown properly.   Use lines to show polygons, rather than clusters of 3 small blocks.  

This is unacceptable for mapping conventions.  What is shown in the legend, must be 

exactly the same as the conventions used on the map.  Differentiate between laydown 

area and no-go area - these are shown as being in white on the legend, but are not 

shown as such on the map.  The map indicates vast areas surrounded by "substantial 

retaining walls" shown in orange polygons - please correct this.  This map fails to 

communicate the correct messages and must be corrected. 

3.5. Chapter 5: Summary of the main impacts:  p21 of 48: the document notes that ‘small 

amounts of domestic waste will be generated by the personnel during refreshment 

intervals.  Lack of proper management of the waste on site may lead to wind-blown 

litter.”   The workers must be trained by the EAP not to litter during their refreshment 

intervals. Littering is an offence and constitutes unacceptable behaviour in any public 

place.  Along with a consistent education program, there should be a system of 

penalties for workers caught in the act of littering.   

3.6. P22 of 48: The statement “The restoration of the BSQ wall and subsequent maintenance 

activities will positively impact the cultural heritage of the BSQ by preserving the 

historical integrity of the quarry” is questionable.  Historical integrity also relates to 

methods of construction.  If jackhammers were not used historically, they shouldn’t need 

to be used now.  The rocks that were in the wall are all still available on the site to be 

repositioned into the wall without necessitating jackhammers.  Existing unshaped stones 

comprise the random packed dry stone wall. 
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3.7. Fig 5: P22 of 48: Locality of important heritage structure elements within the BSQ wall 

that must be avoided: Provide a more detailed map showing the actual extent of all 

the heritage areas shown in point form, e.g., the Concrete platform (3m x 3m), or the 

Loading Bay - 3m x 7m.  Shed foundation must have dimensions so people know the 

extent of what is protected.   

3.8. Pg. 28 of 48: “Do: Clear your work areas of litter at the end of each day.” This statement 

is problematic and implies it is acceptable to drop litter during the day as long as it is 

cleared at the end of the day. Rather, at no time leave litter lying around as it can be 

blown into the sea.  Clearing litter at the end of the day is futile as wind will have 

distributed the litter elsewhere by this stage, and the area would be left untidy during 

the day which is undesirable.  Good housekeeping principles require that a site is kept 

clean and free of litter at all times.  The principle of placing litter in appropriate litter 

receptacles as and when required, should be applied, or being careful not to bring any 

litter to site is preferable.  All materials are on site already – loose stones to be 

reconstructed into a wall.  

3.9. On page 32 of 48 in the MMP, in table 9.1 Mitigation measures, in Section 1.1, it would 

help to clarify what type of Marine TOPS Permit would be applied for, and what activity 

it is in relation to. “Harassment” due to the removal of rocks from the stockpile is only 

mentioned seven pages later in Section 1.10.r. 

3.10. The Avifaunal Specialists’ recommendation for total exclusion of humans from the 

Murrays Bay Harbour breakwater during winter and spring 2021 is supported as a 

pragmatic solution to mitigate the impacts of the restoration of the Blue Stone Quarry 

wall on Cape Cormorants. 

3.11. P39 of 48: Point l (before m): ‘Train drivers' should read ‘truck drivers’.  

3.12. P39 of 48: Point t: The sentence should read “the personnel are prohibited from loud 

singing or shouting”, rather than ‘loud signing’ which is silent.   

3.13. P43 of 48: Mitigation / Management Measures: Point c: “All staff must undertake 

environmental awareness training to understand the environmental sensitivities of the 

site provided by the ECO.”  The responsibility for training must rest with the ECO not the 

staff.  Please amend to, "All staff must be provided with / undergo environmental 

awareness training to understand the environmental sensitivities of the site, provided by 

the ECO."  

3.14. The Avifaunal Specialists’ suggestion to capitalise on an opportunity to build nest boxes 

into the drystone wall to attract Leach’s Storm Petrel to start breeding on Robben Island 

is a “nice to have” rather than a guaranteed gain for conservation. It must also be done 

under guidance from the Heritage Specialists, as there should not be any major 

distraction from the cultural significance of this wall. Should Robben Island Museum 

choose to pursue the installation of nest boxes into the Blue Stone Quarry wall, the nest 

boxes should be monitored for potentially unwanted inhabitants such as rats. 

3.15. The City recommends that a follow up site inspection be conducted during construction 

as well as after the restoration of the Blue Stone Quarry wall. 
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4. Conclusion 

4.1. The City supports the Revised Maintenance Management Plan, provided that the issues 

identified in sections 2 and 3 are addressed satisfactorily.  

 

D. Georgeades 

Manager: Environmental and Heritage Management 
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Annexure A: City of Cape Town Comments – 05 March 2021  
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Annexure B: City of Cape Town Comments – 19 March 2021  
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Annexure C: Environmental Management: Biodiversity Management – 
Charmaine Oxtoby  


