
 

 

Curriculum vitae: Ms K VERSFELD  
 
Name     : VERSFELD, KAREN 
Date of Birth    : 26 March 1980 
Profession/Specialisation  : Environmental Manager   
Nationality    : South African 
Years experience   : 10 
 
Biography  
 
Karen Versfeld is the Environmental Manager for Mulilo Renewable Project Developments. Karen has a MSc 
in Water Resource Management and has been active in the field of environmental and water resource 
management for over ten years. She has obtained experience as a specialist environmental consultant in 
undertaking environmental processes for both small and medium to large scale development projects in 
South Africa and Namibia. This includes a wide range of projects from renewable energy projects to 
pipelines and industrial developments. Karen has also obtained experience in writing and implementing 
Environmental Management Plans (EMPs) for the construction and operational phases of developments.  
 
Employment record 
 
01/2014 - Date Mulilo Renewable Project Developments, Environmental Manager  
03/2009 – 12/2013 Aurecon, Senior Environmental Scientist 
11/2008 - 02/2009 Ninham Shand, Water Resource Scientist 
02/2008 - 11/2008 Arcus GIBB (Pty) Ltd, Environmental Scientist 
11/2005 - 01/2008 ILISO Consulting (Pty) Ltd, Environmental Scientist 
03/2005 - 10/2005 Hartbeespoort Water Action Group (HWAG), Project Coordinator 
09/2004 - 02/2005 CPH2O, Geographic Information System (GIS) Consultant 
 
Management experience 
 
01/2014 – Date  Manager  
07/2011 – 12/2013 Project Leader 
 
Experience record 
 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the proposed wind energy facility and associated 
infrastructure on Wolf Wind Farm near Wolwefontein (Eastern Cape Province, South Africa) 08/2013 - 
Date.  Project Leader. This project entailed an Environmental Impact Assessment for a wind energy facility 
(140MW capacity) and associated infrastructure. Responsible for management and review of the EIA 
process and finances. Involved for 1 person-month. (juwi Renewable Energies (Pty) Ltd). 
 
Due Diligence review of an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for a proposed wind energy 
facility and associated infrastructure located 70km South-west of Nairobi (Kenya) 07/2013.  Project 
Leader. This project entailed a review of the environmental impact assessment process, documentation, and 
specialists studies to provide comment on the assessments completed and the status of approvals.  
Responsible for review of the EIA documentation. Involved for 1 week. (Confidential). 
 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the proposed wind energy facility and associated 
infrastructure on Namies Wind Farm near Aggeneys (Northern Cape Province, South Africa) 05/2013 - 
Date.  Project Leader. This project entailed an Environmental Impact Assessment for a wind energy facility 
(140MW capacity) and associated infrastructure. Responsible for management and review of the EIA 
process and finances. Involved for 1 person-month. (juwi Renewable Energies (Pty) Ltd). 
 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) processes for the proposed photovoltaic (solar) energy plan 
on Badenhorst Dam Farm, and Du Plessis Dam Farm near De Aar (Northern Cape Province, South 
Africa) 02/2013 - Date.  Project Leader.  This project entailed two Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
processes for the proposed photovoltaic energy facilities at Badenhorst Dam Farm and Du Plessis Dam 
Farm. At Badenhorst Dam Farm, the solar energy project would comprise of four 75MW solar energy 
facilities. At Du Plessis Dam Farm, the solar energy project would comprise of three 75MW solar energy 
facilities. Responsible for management and review of the EIA process and finances.  Involved for 1 person-
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month.  (Mulilo Renewable Energy (Pty) Ltd). 
 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the construction of the bulk water supply scheme at 
Kalkfeld (Kalkfeld, Namibia) 01/2013 – Date.  Project Leader.  This project entailed an Environmental 
Impact Assessment (EIA) process for the proposed construction of the bulk water supply scheme for the 
town of Kalkfeld. Responsible management and review of the EIA process and finances.  (Namibia Water 
Corporation (NamWater)). 
 
Basic Assessment (BA) for the proposed transmission lines from the South and North WEFs on the 
Eastern Plateau (De Aar 2), near De Aar, Northern Cape (Northern Cape, South Africa) 11/2012 – 
08/2013.  Project Leader.  This project involved undertaking a Basic Assessment and EMP process for two 
132kV overhead transmission lines connecting two WEFs, to be developed to the east of De Aar, to the 
national transmission grid. The proposed transmission lines would consist of a single servitude 
approximately 21km in length which would feed into Eskom's proposed Bushbuck substation. Responsible 
for management and review of the EIA process and finances.  Involved for 2 person-months.  (Mulilo 
Renewable Energy). 
 
Basic Assessment (BA) for the proposed transmission lines from the Maanhaarberg and Damfontein 
Wind Energy Facilities (WEF) (De Aar 1), near De Aar, Northern Cape (Northern Cape, South Africa) 
07/2012 – 08/2013.  Undertaking a Basic Assessment process for two 132kV overhead transmission lines 
connecting a two-phased WEF, to be developed to the west of De Aar, to the national transmission grid. The 
proposed transmission lines would consist of a single servitude approximately 25.6km in length which would 
feed into Eskom's proposed Eskom/PV3 substation. Responsible for management and review of the EIA 
process and finances.  (Mulilo Renewable Energy). 
 
Social and Environmental Impact Assessment (SEIA) for the proposed mining of the Z20 uranium 
deposit (Erongo Region, Namibia) 10/2012 – 08/2013.  Project Manager. This project entailed a Social and 
Environmental Impact Assessment for the proposed mining of the Z20 uranium deposit and the infrastructure 
corridor linking the proposed mine to the Rössing plant. Responsible for management and review of the EIA 
process and finances.  Involved for 4 person-months.  (Rössing Uranium Limited). 
 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the construction of the bulk water supply scheme at 
Aussenkehr (Aussenkehr, Namibia) 03/2012 – 08/2012.  Project Leader.  This project entailed an 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process for the proposed construction of the bulk water supply 
scheme for the town of Aussenkehr. Responsible for management and review of the EIA process and 
finances.  Involved for 1 person-month.  (Namibia Water Corporation (NamWater)). 
 
Strandfontein School Integrated Waste Management Plan (IWMP) (Western Cape Province, South 
Africa) 01/2012 - Date.  Project Leader.  The project entailed the compilation of an Integrated Waste 
Management Plan (IWMP) for the rehabilitation of Erf 14927 and undertaking a Section 24G process to 
rectify the commencement of the unlawful activities. Responsible for financial management, contract 
negotiations with sub-consultants, coordinating the specialist team, review of specialist reports, and 
compilation of the reports.  Involved for 0.5 person-months.  (Western Cape Education Department 
(WCED)). 
 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process for the proposed photovoltaic (solar) energy plan 
on Badenhorst Dam Farm, Paarde Valley Farm, and Annex du Plessis Dam Farm near De Aar 
(Northern Cape Province, South Africa) 11/2011 - 09/2012.  Project Leader.  This project entailed two 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) processes and one basic assessment for the proposed construction 
of three photovoltaic energy facilities and associated infrastructure. Responsible for financial management, 
contract negotiations with sub-consultants, coordinating the multidisciplinary specialist team, review of 
specialist reports, and compilation of the EIA and BA Reports and EMP, and presenting at the stakeholder 
meetings.  Involved for 2 person-months.  (Mulilo Renewable Energy (Pty) Ltd). 
 
Upgrades to the existing cement manufacturing plant and associated operations in Riebeek West 
(Western Cape Province, South Africa) 07/2011 – 09/2012.  Project Leader.  This project entailed an 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process for the upgrading of an existing cement manufacturing 
plant and associated infrastructure. Responsible for management and review of the EIA process and 
finances.  Involved for 5 person-months.  (PPC Ltd). 
 
Construction of the Newton pipeline (South Africa) 02/2011 – 05/2013.  Task Leader.  This project 
entailed the construction of a potable water pipeline to supply water to the residents of Newton, Wellington, 
and Paarl. Responsible for the preparation of documentation in support of the water use authorisation and 
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liaison with the Department of Water Affairs (DWA).  Involved for 0.25 person-months.  (Drakenstein 
Municipality). 
 
Khanyisa Power Station (South Africa) 09/2010 - 01/2012.  Task Leader.  This project entailed an 
application for environmental authorisation for the proposed Khanyisa Power Station. Responsible for the 
surface Water Quality Impacts Assessments (WQIAs) associated with the proposed development.  Involved 
for 0.5 person-months.  (Ministry of Irrigation and Water Development). 
 
Development of reconciliation strategies for large bulk water supply systems for the Greater 
Bloemfontein Area (Free State Province, South Africa) 11/2008 – 03/2013.  Project Scientist.  The 
objective of this project was to develop a strategy that sets out a course of action to ensure adequate and 
sustainable reconciliation of future water requirements in the Greater Bloemfontein Area for a horizon of at 
least 25 years. Responsible for report compilation, and project administration.  Involved for 2 person-months.  
(Department of Water Affairs (DWA)). 
 
Establishment of water monitoring systems (Malawi) 11/2008 - 08/2011.  Project Coordinator.  The 
project involved establishing a network and Management Information System (MIS) for groundwater, surface 
water, and water quality monitoring systems. Responsible for coordinating the various sub-consultants, the 
compilation of project documentation, and the review of all reports before submission to the client.  Involved 
for 2 person-months.  (Ministry of Irrigation and Water Development). 
 
Development of the Catchment Management Strategy (CMS) for the Breede-Overberg Water 
Management Area (WMA) (South Africa) 11/2008 - 07/2011.  Project Scientist.  The project entailed 
developing a Catchment Management Strategy (CMS) for the Breede-Overberg Water Management Area 
(WMA). Aurecon was appointed as a technical sub-consultant to provide input to the water resource 
component of the CMS. Assisted with the compilation of the report on the status of water resources and 
water resource management strategies. Involved for 0.8 person-months.  (Pegasys). 
 
Compilation of the Integrated Waste and Water Management Plan (IWWMP) for Elitheni Coal in 
support of a Water Use Licence (South Africa) 11/2008 - 06/2011.  Project Scientist.  The project involved 
undertaking specialist studies and preparing the technical reports in support of the Integrated Water Use 
Licence Application (IWULA). Responsible for the preparation of documentation in support of the water use 
authorisation and liaison with the Department of Water Affairs (DWA).  Involved for 0.6 person-months.  
(Elitheni Coal (Pty) Ltd). 
 
Development of reconciliation strategies for the Algoa Water Supply Area (Eastern Cape Province, 
South Africa) 11/2008 - 06/2011.  Project Scientist.  The project entailed developing strategies to reconcile 
the water supply available from the Algoa Water Supply System (AWSS) with the water requirements up to 
2035. Responsible for the compilation of reports and project administration.  Involved for 2 person-months.  
(Department of Water Affairs (DWA)). 
 
Drakenstein River Management Plan: assessment of the urban reaches of rivers within the 
Drakenstein Municipality (Western Cape Province, South Africa) 11/2008 - 02/2011.  Project Scientist.  
The project involved the assessment of the urban reaches of selected rivers from an environmental and 
engineering perspective to guide the development of a practical river management plan. Responsible for the 
river assessment. Assisted with the field investigation of the selected rivers.  Involved for 0.1 person-months.  
(Drakenstein Municipality). 
 
Water use authorisation process for identified water uses at the Pretoria Portland Cement's (PPC's) 
Jupiter cement plant in terms of the National Water Act (NWA) (South Africa) 02/2008 - 11/2008.  
Project Scientist.  The project involved an application for a water use authorisation for the Jupiter Cement 
Plant. Responsible for the compilation of the technical reports in support of the Water Use Licence 
Application (WULA). Responsible for the preparation of documentation in support of the water use 
authorisation and liaison with the Department of Water Affairs (DWA).  Involved for 0.25 person-months.  
(Pretoria Portland Cement (PPC)). 
 
Compilation of the Volunteer Water Quality Training Manual, the Communication Structures Manual, 
and the Training Needs Manual for the Adopt-a-River Programme, Phase 2: development of an 
implementation plan (South Africa) 11/2008 - 02/2011.  Project Scientist.  The aim of the Adopt-a-River 
Programme was to create awareness and an understanding amongst all South Africans of the need to care 
for our scarce water resources and to facilitate their participation in the protection and management of these 
resources in an integrated manner. Responsible for developing the training manual for setting up a Water 
Quality Monitoring Programme (WQMP).  Involved for 0.4 person-months.  (Department of Water Affairs 
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(DWA)). 
 
Surface Water Quality Impact Assessment for the proposed ferrochrome smelter located outside of 
the Brits industrial area (North West Province, South Africa) 11/2008 - 02/2011.  Project Scientist.  The 
project comprised the assessment of the surface water impacts associated with establishing a ferrochrome 
smelter, and the development of baseline and operational Water Quality Monitoring Programme. 
Responsible for the surface Water Quality Impact Assessment and developing the Water Quality Monitoring 
Programme.  Involved for 0.5 person-months.  (Quanto Environmental Solutions cc). 
 
Environmental compliance audits of Eskom's Gourikwa and Atlantis gas turbine power stations 
(Western Cape Province, South Africa) 02/2008 - 11/2008.  Project Scientist.  The project entailed auditing 
the construction sites in terms of the Environmental Management Plan (EMP).  Responsible for compliance 
auditing on a quarterly interval.  Involved for 1 person-month.  (Eskom). 
 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and Environmental Management Plan (EMP) for the 
transmission lines for a conventional nuclear power station and associated infrastructure at the 
Bantamsklip site (Nuclear 1) (Western Cape Province, South Africa) 02/2008 - 11/2008.  Project 
Scientist.  The project involved undertaking the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) for the proposed 
transmission line from the Bantamsklip site. Assisted with the Specialist site visit for identifying possible 
routes and associated impacts for the transmission line.  Involved for 0.2 person-months.  (Eskom). 
 
Environmental auditing of the construction of erosion control structures along the Jukskei River 
(Gauteng Province, South Africa) 11/2005 - 01/2008.  Environmental Auditor.  The project entailed 
undertaking bi-weekly audits during the construction phase and submitting environmental compliance reports 
to the client. Responsible for environmental auditing and the compilation of audit reports.  Involved for 0.1 
person-months.  (Johannesburg Roads Agency (JRA)). 
 
Evaluation of the Water Use Licence Application (WULA) for Palabora Mining Company (PMC), 
Twickenham Platinum Mine, Sasol Nitro, and Xstrata Alloys in terms of the National Water Act (NWA) 
(South Africa) 11/2005 - 01/2008.  Environmental Scientist.  The project entailed the assessment of Water 
Use Licence Applications (WULA) on behalf of the Department of Water Affairs (DWA). Assisted with the 
drafting of the water use licences in accordance with the National Water Act (Act 36 of 1998) and record of 
decision.  Involved for 4 person-months.  (Department of Water Affairs (DWA)). 
 
Gautrain Rapid Rail Link (Gauteng Province, South Africa) 11/2005 - 01/2008.  Environmental Scientist.  
The project involved a Water Use Licence Application (WULA) for the water use activities triggered by the 
Gautrain Rapid Rail Link. Assisted with the preparation of the technical report in support of the Water Use 
Licence Application.  Involved for 1 person-month.  (Gauteng Department of Public Transport, Roads and 
Works (GDPTRW)). 
 
Gautrain Rapid Rail Link: diversion of a tributary of the Hennops River (Gauteng Province, South 
Africa) 11/2005 - 01/2008.  Environmental Scientist.  The project entailed applying for an amendment of the 
Gautrain Water Use Licence to include the proposed diversion of a tributary of the Hennops River. Assisted 
with the preparation of the technical report in support of Section 21 (i) and (c) water uses.  Involved for 0.6 
person-months.  (Gauteng Department of Public Transport, Roads and Works (GDPTRW)). 
 
Evaluation of the various Water Use Licence Applications (WULAs) in terms of the National Water Act 
(NWA) (South Africa) 11/2005 - 01/2008.  Environmental Scientist.  The project entailed the evaluation of 
Water Use Licence Applications (WULA) on behalf of the Department of Water Affairs (DWA). Assisted with 
the preparation of the water use licences in accordance with the National Water Act (Act 36 of 1998) and 
record of decision.  Involved for 1 person-month.  (Department of Water Affairs (DWA)). 
 
Assessment of the Water Use Licence backlog and the evaluation of the various Water Use Licence 
Applications (WULAs) in terms of the National Water Act (NWA) (South Africa) 11/2005 - 01/2008.  
Environmental Scientist.  The project entailed the assessment of Water Use Licence Applications (WULA) 
backlog to better understand the reasons for delays. Responsible for checking on the status of WULAs in 
Gauteng and in the Western Cape.  Involved for 1 person-month.  (Department of Water Affairs (DWA)). 
 
The development of a reconciliation strategy for the Crocodile West Water Supply System: water 
quality assessment report (South Africa) 11/2005 - 01/2008.  Environmental Scientist.  This project 
involved developing a reconciliation strategy for the Crocodile West Water Supply System. Responsible for 
data analysis and preparing the water quality assessment report.  Involved for 2 person-months.  
(Department of Water Affairs (DWA)). 
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Upgrading of the Khutsong Wastewater Treatment Works (WWTW) (Gauteng Province, South Africa) 
11/2005 - 01/2008.  Environmental Scientist.  The project involved applying for environmental authorisation 
for the proposed upgrade of the Khutsong Wastewater Treatment Works (WWTW). Assisted with the 
compilation of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) reports.  Involved for 1 person-month.  (Merafong 
City Local Municipality). 
 
Construction of the Kokosi Wastewater Treatment Works (WWTW) (Gauteng Province, South Africa) 
11/2005 - 01/2008.  Environmental Scientist.  The project involved applying for environmental authorisation 
for the proposed upgrade of the Kokosi Wastewater Treatment Works (WWTW). Assisted with the 
compilation of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) reports.  Involved for 1 person-month.  (Merafong 
City Local Municipality). 
 
Upgrade of the expansion of the Zeekoegat Wastewater Treatment Works (WWTW) (Gauteng 
Province, South Africa) 11/2005 - 01/2008.  Environmental Scientist.  The project involved applying for 
environmental authorisation for the proposed upgrade of the Zeekoegat Wastewater Treatment Works 
(WWTW) and applying for the Water Use Licence in terms of the National Water Act (NWA) (Act 36 of 1998). 
Assisted with the compilation of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) reports.  Involved for 1 person-
month.  (City of Tshwane). 
 
Construction of the Wastewater Treatment Works (WWTW) for Nolukhanyo (South Africa) 11/2005 - 
01/2008.  Environmental Scientist.  The project entailed applying for environmental authorisation for the 
proposed Nolukhanyo Wastewater Treatment Works (WWTW). Responsible for the Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA). Assisted with the compilation of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) reports.  
Involved for 1 person-month.  (Ndlambe Municipality). 
 
Construction of the poultry facility for Bontsi Poultry (Gauteng Province, South Africa) 11/2005 - 
01/2008.  Environmental Scientist.  The project involved applying for environmental authorisation for the 
proposed development of a poultry farm. Assisted with the compilation of the Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) reports.  Involved for 0.6 person-months.  (Bontsi Poultry (Pty) Ltd). 
 
Environmental Management Plan (EMP) and environmental auditing of the new Durban Stadium 
construction site for the duration of the construction period (KwaZulu-Natal Province, South Africa) 
11/2005 - 01/2008.  Environmental Auditor.  The project entailed compiling of an Environmental Management 
Plan (EMP) and undertaking monthly audits. Responsible for compiling the EMP and compliance auditing on 
a monthly.  Involved for 2 person-months.  (Ibhola Lethu Consortium). 
 
Education 
 
2004 : MSc Water Resource Management, University of Pretoria, South Africa 
2002 : Honours, University of Cape Town, South Africa 
2001 : BSc Microbiology and Plant Pathology, University of KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa 
 
Career enhancing courses 
 
2012 : Project Management: Principles and Methods for Use in Business, University of Cape 

Town, South Africa 
2012 : Project Management Course, Aurecon Project Support Office 
2010 : Legal Training Course, Aurecon Group Legal Services 
2010 : Climate Change and Integrated Water Resource Management (IWRM), University of the 

Western Cape, South Africa 
2009 : Catchment Management Strategy Development for the Breede Water Management Area 

(WMA), FET Water 
2007 : Environmental Law for Environmental Managers, North West University, Potchefstroom 

Campus 
2006 : Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA): The National Environmental Management Act 

(NEMA), North West University, Potchefstroom Campus 
 
Professional affiliations 
 
Professional Natural Scientist, South African Council for Natural Scientific Professions (SACNSP) 
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Languages 
 
 Reading Writing Speaking 
English Excellent Excellent Excellent 
Afrikaans Fair Fair Fair 
 
Referees 
 
Company Contact Person Telephone nr. 
Mulilo Renewable Project Developments John Cullum  +27 21 934 5278 
Aurecon Andries van der Merwe +27 44 805 5427 
 
























