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KZN Agriculture, Environmental Affairs & Rural 

Development  

umNyango: ezoLimo ezeMvelo nokuThuthukiswa  

kweMiphakathi yaseMakhaya 

ISIFUNDAZWE SAKWAZULU-NATALI 

 
 (For official use only) 

File Reference Number: DC/ 

NEAS Reference Number: KZN/EIA/ 

Date Received:  

 

Basic Assessment Report 
in terms of the  

Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010 
promulgated in terms of the  

National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) 
 
 
Kindly note that: 
 
1. This basic assessment report meets the requirements of the EIA Regulations, 2010 and is meant to streamline 

applications.  This report is the format prescribed by the KZN Department of Agriculture, Environmental Affairs and 
Rural Development.  Please make sure that this is the latest version. 

2. The report must be typed within the spaces provided in the form.  The size of the spaces provided is not indicative of 
the amount of information to be provided.  The report is in the form of a table that can extend itself as each space is 
filled with text. 

3. Where required, place a cross in the box you select. 
4. An incomplete report will be returned to the applicant for revision. 
5. The use of “not applicable” in the report must be done with circumspection because if it is used in respect of material 

information that is required by the competent authority for assessing the application, it will result in the rejection of the 
application as provided for in the regulations. 

6. No faxed or e-mailed reports will be accepted. 
7. The report must be compiled by an independent environmental assessment practitioner (“EAP”). 
8. Unless protected by law, all information in the report will become public information on receipt by the competent 

authority.  Any interested and affected party should be provided with the information contained in this report on request, 
during any stage of the application process. 

9. The KZN Department of Agriculture, Environmental Affairs and Rural Development may require that for specified types 
of activities in defined situations only parts of this report need to be completed.   

10. The EAP must submit this basic assessment report for comment to all relevant State departments that administer a law 
relating to a matter affecting the environment. This provision is in accordance with Section 24 O (2) of the National 
Environmental Management Act 1998 (Act 107 of 1998) and such comments must be submitted within 40 days of such 
a request. 

11. Please note that this report must be handed in or posted to the District Office of the KZN Department of 
Agriculture, Environmental Affairs and Rural Development to which the application has been allocated (please 
refer to the details provided in the letter of acknowledgement for this application).   
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SECTION A: DETAILS OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
PRACTITIONER AND SPECIALISTS 
 
1. NAME AND CONTACT DETAILS OF ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PRACTITIONER (EAP) 
 
Name and contact details of the EAP who prepared this report: 
 

Business name 
of EAP: 

 
BSO Projects T/A BSO International 
 

Physical 
address: 

 
19A Old Main Road, Gillitts, 3610 
 

Postal address:  
PO Box 1314, Kloof 
 

Postal code: 3640 Cell: 083 610 0890 

Telephone: 031 7641622 Fax: 031 764 1684 

E-mail: peter@bso-int.com / brendan@bso-int.com 
 

  

 
2. NAMES AND EXPERTISE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE EAP 
 
Names and details of the expertise of each representative of the EAP involved in the preparation of this report:  
 

Name of representative of 
the EAP 

Education 
qualifications 

Professional 
affiliations 

Experience at 
environmental 
assessments (yrs) 

 
Peter Koen 

 BSc 

 BSc (HON) 

 MSc 

 Member of IAIA 

 Member of IEMA 

 Member of PMI 

 
9 years 

 
Brendan Smith 
 

 BSS Env. Man. 

 BSS (HON) Env Man. 

 

 Member of IAIA 
 

3 years 

 
3. NAMES AND EXPERTISE OF SPECIALISTS 
 
Names and details of the expertise of each specialist that has contributed to this report:  
 

Name of 
specialist 

Education 
qualifications 

Field of expertise Section/ s 
contributed to in 
this basic 
assessment 
report  

Title of specialist 
report/ s as 
attached in 
Appendix D  

     

 
  

mailto:peter@bso-int.com
mailto:brendan@bso-int.com
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SECTION B: ACTIVITY INFORMATION  
 
1. PROJECT TITLE 
 
Describe the project title as provided on the application form for environmental authorization: 
 
Proposed American Tower Corporation (ATC), telecommunications mast and associated infrastructure (351870 
Mnamfu), within the Umzumbe Local Municipality located at Bonginduna Primary School, on Portion 42 of Farm no. 
16459, Location No. 3. 
 

 
 
2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 
Provide a detailed description of the project: 
 
ATC propose the construction of a new Telecommunications Mast and associated infrastructure (351870 Mnamfu) 
enabling wireless service providers to provide consolidated coverage for wireless voice and data services to the 
surrounding Umzumbe Local Municipality area. The total extent of the proposed project area is approximately 10m x 
10m. The project will consist of a new telecommunications mast and associated infrastructure, while space for 
additional operators within the project area has been accommodated for. The proposed mast design is that of a 45m 
Lattice mast as it will be most suited from a technical perspective as well as taking into account the surrounding 
environment. The proposed project will be situated at Bonginduna Primary School, on Portion 42 of Farm no. 16459, 
Location No. 3.  
 

 
 
3. ACTIVITY DESCRIPTION 
 
Describe each listed activity in Listing Notice 1 (GNR 544, 18 June2010) or Listing Notice 3 (GNR 546, 
18June 2010) which is being applied for as per the project description: 
 
Activity 3, Listing notice 3: 
The construction of masts or towers of any material or type used for telecommunications broadcasting or radio 
transmission purposes where the mast: 
 
(a) is to be placed on a site not previously used for this purpose, and  
 
(b) Will exceed 15 metres in height, but excluding attachments to existing buildings and masts on rooftops. 
 

 (a): In Eastern Cape, Free State, Kwazulu Natal, Limpopo, Mpumalanga and Northern Cape Provinces 
  i. In an estuary; 
  ii. Outside urban areas, 

(aa): A protected area identified in terms of NEMPAA, excluding conservancies; 
                               (bb): National Protected Area Expansion Strategy Focus areas; 
                               (cc): Sensitive areas as identified in an environmental framework as contemplated 
                                        In Chapter 5 of the Act and as adopted by the competent Authority. 
                               (dd): Sites or areas identified in terms of an International Convention. 
                               (ee): Critical biodiversity areas as identified in systematic biodiversity plans adopted 
                                        by the competent authority or in bioregional plans; 
                               (f f):  Core areas in biosphere reserves; 
                              (gg): Areas within 10 kilometres from national parks or world heritage sites or 5 kilometres 
                                       from any other protected area identified in terms of NEMPAA or from the core areas  
                                       of a biosphere reserve; 
                              (hh): Areas seawards of the development setback line or within 1 kilometre from the high-water 
                                       mark of the sea if no such development setback line is determined. 

  iii. Inside Urban areas; in: 
             (aa): Areas zoned for use as public open space; 
             (bb): Areas designated for conservation use in Spatial Development Frameworks adopted by the 
                      competent authority or zoned for a conservation purpose. 
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4. FEASIBLE AND REASONABLE ALTERNATIVES 
 
 “alternatives”, in relation to a proposed activity, means different means of meeting the general 
purpose and requirements of the activity, which may include alternatives to— 
(a) the property on which or location where it is proposed to undertake the activity; 
(b) the type of activity to be undertaken; 
(c) the design or layout of the activity; 
(d) the technology to be used in the activity; 
(e) the operational aspects of the activity; and 
(f) the option of not implementing the activity. 
 
Describe alternatives that are considered in this report. Alternatives should include a consideration of all 
possible means by which the purpose and need of the proposed activity could be accomplished in the 
specific instance taking account of the interest of the applicant in the activity.  The no-go alternative 
must in all cases be included in the assessment phase as the baseline against which the impacts of the 
other alternatives are assessed.  The determination of whether site or activity (including different 
processes etc.) or both is appropriate needs to be informed by the specific circumstances of the activity 
and its environment. After receipt of this report the competent authority may also request the applicant 
to assess additional alternatives that could possibly accomplish the purpose and need of the proposed 
activity if it is clear that realistic alternatives have not been considered to a reasonable extent. 
 
 
 

Sections B 5 – 15 below should be completed for each alternative. 

 
5. ACTIVITY POSITION 
 
Indicate the position of the activity using the latitude and longitude of the centre point of the site for 
each alternative site.  The co-ordinates should be in degrees, minutes and seconds. List alternative 
sites were applicable. 
 
 
Alternative: 

Latitude (S): Longitude (E): 

Alternative S11 (preferred or only 
site alternative) 

 
30

o 
 

30‘ 
 

39.81”
 

 
30

o
 

 
37‘ 

 
0.9” 

Alternative S2 (if any) o ‘ “ o ‘ “ 

Alternative S3 (if any) o ‘ “ o ‘ “ 

 
In the case of linear activities: 
Alternative: Latitude (S): Longitude (E): 
Alternative S1 (preferred or only 
route alternative) 

      

 Starting point of the activity o ‘ “ o ‘ “ 

 Middle point of the activity o ‘ “ o ‘ “ 

 End point of the activity o ‘ “ o ‘ “ 

Alternative S2 (if any)   “   “ 

 Starting point of the activity o ‘ “ o ‘ “ 

                                                 
1
 “Alternative S..” refer to site alternatives. 
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 Middle point of the activity o ‘ “ o ‘ “ 

 End point of the activity o ‘ “ o ‘ “ 

Alternative S3 (if any)   “   “ 

 Starting point of the activity o ‘ “ o ‘ “ 

 Middle point of the activity o ‘ “ o ‘ “ 

 End point of the activity o ‘ “ o ‘ “ 

 
For route alternatives that are longer than 500m, please provide an addendum with co-ordinates taken 
every 500m along the route for each alternative alignment. 
 
 
6. PHYSICAL SIZE OF THE ACTIVITY 
 
Indicate the physical size of the preferred activity/technology as well as alternative 
activities/technologies (footprints): 
Alternative:  Size of the activity: 

Alternative A12 (preferred activity alternative)   
100m

2 

 

Alternative A2 (if any)  100m
2
 

Alternative A3 (if any)  m2 

or, for linear activities: 
Alternative:  Length of the 

activity: 

Alternative A1 (preferred activity alternative)  m 

Alternative A2 (if any)  m 

Alternative A3 (if any)  m 

 
Indicate the size of the alternative sites or servitudes (within which the above footprints will occur): 
Alternative:  Size of the 

site/servitude: 

Alternative A1 (preferred activity alternative)   
100m

2 

 

Alternative A2 (if any)  100m
2
 

Alternative A3 (if any)  m2 

 
 
7. SITE ACCESS 
 

Does ready access to the site exist?  YES NO 

If NO, what is the distance over which a new access road will be built  m 

Describe the type of access road planned: 
 

  

No access roads are planned. Access to the site will be through the existing school access 
point. 

 
Include the position of the access road on the site plan and required map, as well as an indication of the 
road in relation to the site. 

                                                 
2
 “Alternative A..” refer to activity, process, technology or other alternatives. 
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8. SITE OR ROUTE PLAN 

 
A detailed site or route plan(s) must be prepared for each alternative site or alternative activity. It must 
be attached as Appendix A to this report.  
 
The site or route plans must indicate the following: 

8.1. the scale of the plan which must be at least a scale of 1:500; 
8.2. the property boundaries and numbers/ erf/ farm numbers of all adjoining properties of the site;  
8.3. the current land use as well as the land use zoning of each of the properties adjoining the site 

or sites;  
8.4. the exact position of each element of the application as well as any other structures on the 

site;  
8.5. the position of services, including electricity supply cables (indicate above or underground), 

water supply pipelines, boreholes, street lights, sewage pipelines, storm water infrastructure 
and telecommunication infrastructure;  

8.6. walls and fencing including details of the height and construction material;  
8.7. servitudes indicating the purpose of the servitude;  
8.8. sensitive environmental elements within 100 metres of the site or sites including (but not 

limited thereto): 
 rivers, streams, drainage lines or wetlands; 
 the 1:100 year flood line (where available or where it is required by DWA); 
 ridges; 
 cultural and historical features; 
 areas with indigenous vegetation including protected plant species (even if it is degraded or 

infested with alien species); 
8.9. for gentle slopes the 1 metre contour intervals must be indicated on the plan and whenever 

the slope of the site exceeds 1:10, the 500mm contours must be indicated on the plan; and 
8.10. the positions from where photographs of the site were taken. 

 
 
9. SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
Colour photographs from the centre of the site must be taken in at least the eight major compass 
directions with a description of each photograph.  Photographs must be attached under Appendix B to 
this report.  It must be supplemented with additional photographs of relevant features on the site, if 
applicable. 
 
 
10. FACILITY ILLUSTRATION 
 
A detailed illustration of the facility must be provided at a scale of 1:200 and attached to this report as 
Appendix C.  The illustrations must be to scale and must represent a realistic image of the planned 
activity/ies.  
 
 
11. ACTIVITY MOTIVATION 
 

11.1. Socio-economic value of the activity 
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What is the expected capital value of the activity on completion?  
R 650,000.00 
 

What is the expected yearly income that will be generated by or as a result of the 
activity? 

 
It will be user 
dependant 

 

Will the activity contribute to service infrastructure? YES NO 

Is the activity a public amenity? YES NO 

How many new employment opportunities will be created in the development 
phase of the activity? 

 
5 

What is the expected value of the employment opportunities during the 
development phase? 

 
R 25,000.00 

What percentage of this will accrue to previously disadvantaged individuals?  
75% 

 

How many permanent new employment opportunities will be created during the 
operational phase of the activity? 

 
Undefined 

(the availability of 
improved 
telecommunication 
and internet 
access can lead to 
the creation of a 
number of home 
based businesses 
in the area) 
 

What is the expected current value of the employment opportunities during the 
first 10 years? 

 
Undefined 

(the availability of 
improved 
telecommunication 
and internet 
access can lead to 
the creation of a 
number of home 
based businesses 
in the area) 
 

What percentage of this will accrue to previously disadvantaged individuals?  
(undefined) % 

 

 
11.2. Need and desirability of the activity 

 
Motivate and explain the need and desirability of the activity (including demand for the activity): 
 
Mobile-communications are an essential part of a modern economy and are hence vital for the future growth and 
competitiveness of the economy. Large scale development of the surrounding area has resulted in an increased 
local population which has resulted in increasing pressure being placed on existing mobile telecommunication and 
data transfer services resulting in a decreasing level and quality of service provision within the area. The 
implementation of such a project will therefore contribute towards improving service delivery while simultaneously 
increasing network coverage. Such benefits will therefore accrue to both current and future residents. 
 

Due to the demand for communication services in the area and the demand by residents/customers to have a choice 
of service providers, these continued complaints from customers for better service delivery will remain if the 
proposed site is not constructed.  
 
The area surrounding 351870 Mnamfu has been selected as a result of poor coverage experienced by cellular 
customers in the area. With reference to this the mobile operators have approached ATC, so that they may provide 
suitable telecommunications infrastructure to enable more than one operator to collocate, and thereby providing a 
comprehensive solution, not specific to one operator.  
  
Following the completion of an initial survey, it was decided that the solution to the identified problem would involve 
constructing a telecommunications mast and associated infrastructure at 351870 Mnamfu. The height of the mast 
was selected because of the terrain and foliage of the surrounding area in addition to the technical requirements. 
This mast height is required in order to optimally provide voice and data coverage of the surrounding area. 
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 The selected project site was chosen because it is in the optimal position to provide coverage and is well contained 
to the area which needs coverage. The advantages of installing the proposed system are numerous with regards to 
coverage, the mast and site design caters for a number of additional operators to also be accommodated for with 
regards to the proposed installation. 
 
The aesthetics of the installation is of equal priority to the problem solving effects of the site. The approach of 
achieving quality coverage without unsightly changes to the surroundings makes it more difficult and innovative 
solutions to problems are chosen so that the impact of the presence of cellular technology in customers’ lives is 
minimized. 
 

The proposed project is therefore both necessary and desirable with regards to providing increased and improved 
telecommunication coverage (including wireless voice and data services) to the surrounding area.  

 

Indicate any benefits that the activity will have for society in general: 
 
The potential benefit lies in the result of the activity, which is increased telecommunication and data coverage and service 
provision within the surrounding area. Similarly, surrounding areas which may previously have been excluded from network 
coverage areas may be included through increased service provision.   

 

Indicate any benefits that the activity will have for the local communities where the activity will be 
located: 
 
It will help uplift and develop the area. The benefits of the proposed project are therefore related to increased provision and 
coverage of telecommunication services within the area. Future businesses and residents to the area will also be positively 
benefitted as through the provision of increased and improved service delivery within the area. 

 

 
 
12. APPLICABLE LEGISLATION, POLICIES AND/OR GUIDELINES  
 
List all legislation, policies and/or guidelines of any sphere of government that are relevant to the 
application as contemplated in the EIA regulations, if applicable: 
Title of legislation, policy or guideline: Administering authority: Date: 
Constitution of the Republic of South Africa All government Department 1995 

National Environmental Management Act (Act No. 107 of 1998) 
Dept. of Agriculture and 
Environmental Affairs 

1998 

National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act (Act No. 
39 of 2004) 

Dept. of Agriculture and 
Environmental Affairs 

2004 

National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act (Act No. 
10 of 2004) 

Dept. of Agriculture and 
Environmental Affairs 

2004 

National Heritage Resources Act (Act No. 25 of 1999) Dept. of Arts and Culture 1999 

KwaZulu-Natal Heritage Act (No. 10 of 1997) Amafa aKwaZulu Natali 1997 

KZN Town Planning Ordinance of 1949 
KZN Department of Local 
Government and Traditional 
Affairs 

1949 

Environmental Conservation Act 73 of 1989 
Dept. of Agriculture and 
Environmental Affairs 

1989 
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13. WASTE, EFFLUENT, EMISSION AND NOISE MANAGEMENT  
 

13.1. Solid waste management 

Will the activity produce solid construction waste during the 
construction/initiation phase? 

YES NO 

If yes, what estimated quantity will be produced per month? 15m3 

How will the construction solid waste be disposed of? (describe)   
 
The solid waste will be removed and transported by trucks to the nearest registered municipal landfill site which deals 
with construction waste. 
 

Where will the construction solid waste be disposed of? (provide details of 
landfill site) 

  

 
Nearest registered landfill site 

Will the activity produce solid waste during its operational phase? YES NO 

If yes, what estimated quantity will be produced per month? m3 

How will the solid waste be disposed of? (provide details of landfill site)  
 
N/A 
 

Where will the solid waste be disposed if it does not feed into a municipal waste stream 
(describe)? 
 
N/A 
 

If the solid waste (construction or operational phases) will not be disposed of in a registered 
landfill site or be taken up in a municipal waste stream, then the applicant should consult with 
the competent authority to determine the further requirements of the application. 

Can any part of the solid waste be classified as hazardous in terms of the 
relevant legislation? 

YES NO 

If yes, contact the KZN Department of Agriculture, Environmental Affairs and Rural 
Development to obtain clarity regarding the process requirements for your application.  

Is the activity that is being applied for a solid waste handling or treatment 
facility? 

YES NO 

If yes, contact the KZN Department of Agriculture, Environmental Affairs and Rural 
Development to obtain clarity regarding the process requirements for your application. 
 

13.2. Liquid effluent 
 

Will the activity produce effluent, other than normal sewage, that will be 
disposed of in a municipal sewage system? 

YES NO 

If yes, what estimated quantity will be produced per month? m3 

Will the activity produce any effluent that will be treated and/or disposed of on 
site? 

Yes NO 

If yes, contact the KZN Department of Agriculture, Environmental Affairs and Rural 
Development to obtain clarity regarding the process requirements for your application. 

Will the activity produce effluent that will be treated and/or disposed of at 
another facility? 

YES NO 

If yes, provide the particulars of the facility:   

Facility name:  

Contact 
person: 
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Postal 
address: 

 

Postal code:  

Telephone:  Cell:  

E-mail:  Fax:  

Describe the measures that will be taken to ensure the optimal reuse or recycling of waste 
water, if any: 

 

 
13.3. Emissions into the atmosphere 

 

Will the activity release emissions into the atmosphere? YES NO 

If yes, is it controlled by any legislation of any sphere of government? YES NO 

If yes, contact the KZN Department of Agriculture, Environmental Affairs 
and Rural Development to obtain clarity regarding the process 
requirements for your application. 

  

If no, describe the emissions in terms of type and concentration:   

 
The emissions are Electro Magnetic Radiation. Please see specialist reports in Appendix D. 

 

 
13.4. Generation of noise 

 

Will the activity generate noise? YES NO 

If yes, is it controlled by any legislation of any sphere of government? YES NO 

If yes, the applicant should consult with the competent authority to determine 
whether it is necessary to change to an application for scoping and EIA.  

  

If no, describe the noise in terms of type and level:   
 
During the construction phase of the proposed project noise generated by construction activities, construction vehicles 
and construction machinery and equipment will result in increased noise levels in the area surrounding the 
development area. However during the operational phase of the proposed project the only noise that will be generated 
as a result of the project will be noise emitted from standard household air-conditioner units within the equipment 
containers, as these units are necessary for maintaining a constant temperature within the equipment shelter to allow 
for the optimal operating and lifespan of the base station and its associated electronic equipment. 

 

 
 
14. WATER USE 
 
Please indicate the source(s) of water that will be used for the activity by ticking the appropriate 
box(es): 
 

municipal water board groundwater river, stream, 
dam or lake 

other the activity will not 
use water 

 

If water is to be extracted from groundwater, river, stream, dam, lake or any 
other natural feature, please indicate the volume that will be extracted per 
month: 

litres 

Does the activity require a water use permit from the Department of Water 
Affairs? 

YES NO 
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If YES, please submit the necessary application to the Department of Water Affairs and attach 
proof thereof to this report. 
 
 
15. ENERGY EFFICIENCY 
 
Describe the design measures, if any, that have been taken to ensure that the activity is energy 
efficient: 
 
The entire BTS (Base Transceiver Station) system seldom consists of more than 4 or 5 pieces of signal transmission 
equipment, and a small household air conditioner. The very nature of the transmission equipment makes it 
impossible for it to operate in an un-efficient manner without adversely affecting its own operation. The equipment 
container itself is thermally insulated as to reduce load on the air conditioner (s).  

 

Describe how alternative energy sources have been taken into account or been built into the 
design of the activity, if any: 
 
BTS sites require very little power or land, relative to common commercial applications, this limited power 
requirement invalidates the cost, and potential land requirement of "Alternative Energy Resources" 

 

 
 
 

SECTION C: SITE/ AREA/ PROPERTY DESCRIPTION 
 
Important notes:  

 For linear activities (pipelines, etc) as well as activities that cover very large sites, it may be 
necessary to complete this section for each part of the site that has a significantly different 
environment.  In such cases please complete copies of Section C and indicate the area, which is 
covered by each copy No. on the Site Plan. 

 

Section C Copy No. 
(e.g. A):  

 

 

 Subsections 1 - 6 below must be completed for each alternative. 
 
 
1. GRADIENT OF THE SITE 
 
Indicate the general gradient of the site. 
Alternative S1: 

Flat 1:50 – 
1:20 

1:20 – 
1:15 

1:15 – 1:10 1:10 – 
1:7,5 

1:7,5 – 1:5 Steeper than 
1:5 

Alternative S2 (if any): 

Flat 1:50 – 
1:20 

1:20 – 
1:15 

1:15 – 1:10 1:10 – 
1:7,5 

1:7,5 – 1:5 Steeper than 
1:5 

Alternative S3 (if any): 

Flat 1:50 – 
1:20 

1:20 – 
1:15 

1:15 – 1:10 1:10 – 
1:7,5 

1:7,5 – 1:5 Steeper than 
1:5 
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2. LOCATION IN LANDSCAPE 
 
Indicate the landform(s) that best describes the site (Please cross the appropriate box). 
Alternative S1 (preferred site): 

Ridgeline Plateau  Side slope of 
hill/mountain 

Closed 
valley 

Open 
valley 

Plain Undulating plain/low 
hills 

Dune Sea-
front 

Alternative S2 (if any): 

Ridgeline Plateau Side slope of 
hill/mountain 

Closed 
valley 

Open 
valley 

Plain Undulating 
plain/low hills 

Dune Sea- 
front 

Alternative S3 (if any): 

Ridgeline Plateau Side slope of 
hill/mountain 

Closed 
valley 

Open 
valley 

Plain Undulating 
plain/low hills 

Dune Sea-
front 

 
 
3. GROUNDWATER, SOIL AND GEOLOGICAL STABILITY OF THE SITE 
 
Has a specialist been consulted for the completion of this section? YES NO 

If YES, please complete the following: 

Name of the specialist:  

Qualification(s) of the specialist:  

Postal address:  

Postal code:  

Telephone:  Cell:  

E-mail:  Fax:  

Are there any rare or endangered flora or fauna species (including red data species) 
present on any of the alternative sites? 

YES NO 

If YES, specify 
and explain: 

 
 

Are their any special or sensitive habitats or other natural features present on any of the 
alternative sites? 

YES NO 

If YES, specify 
and explain: 

 
 

Are any further specialist studies recommended by the specialist? YES NO 

If YES, 
specify: 

 

If YES, is such a report(s) attached in Appendix D? YES NO 

    

Signature of specialist:  Date:  

 

Is the site(s) located on any of the following (cross the appropriate boxes)? 
 Alternative S1:  Alternative S2 (if 

any): 
 Alternative S3 (if 

any): 

Shallow water table (less than 1.5m 
deep) 

YES NO  YES NO  YES NO 

Dolomite, sinkhole or doline areas 
 

YES NO  YES NO  YES NO 

Seasonally wet soils (often close to 
water bodies) 

YES NO  YES NO  YES NO 

Unstable rocky slopes or steep 
slopes with loose soil 

YES NO  YES NO  YES NO 

Dispersive soils (soils that dissolve 
in water) 

YES NO  YES NO  YES NO 

Soils with high clay content (clay 
fraction more than 40%) 

YES NO  YES NO  YES NO 

Any other unstable soil or 
geological feature 

YES NO  YES NO  YES NO 
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An area sensitive to erosion 
 

YES NO  YES NO  YES NO 

 

If you are unsure about any of the above or if you are concerned that any of the above aspects may be 
an issue of concern in the application, an appropriate specialist should be appointed to assist in the 
completion of this section. (Information in respect of the above will often be available as part of the 
project information or at the planning sections of local authorities.  Where it exists, the 1:50 000 scale 
Regional Geotechnical Maps prepared by the Council for Geo Science may also be consulted). 
 
 
4. GROUNDCOVER 
 
Has a specialist been consulted for the completion of this section? YES NO 

If YES, please complete the following: 

Name of the specialist:  

Qualification(s) of the specialist:  

Postal address:  

Postal code:  

Telephone:  Cell:  

E-mail:  Fax:  

Are there any rare or endangered flora or fauna species (including red data species) 
present on any of the alternative sites? 

YES NO 

If YES, specify 
and explain: 

 
 

Are their any special or sensitive habitats or other natural features present on any of the 
alternative sites? 

YES NO 

If YES, specify 
and explain: 

 
 

Are any further specialist studies recommended by the specialist? YES NO 

If YES, 
specify: 

 

If YES, is such a report(s) attached in Appendix D? YES NO 

    

Signature of specialist:  Date:  

 
The location of all identified rare or endangered species or other elements should be accurately 
indicated on the site plan(s). 
 

Natural veld - good 
conditionE 

Natural veld 
with scattered 
aliensE  

Natural veld with 
heavy alien 
infestationE 

Veld 
dominated by 
alien speciesE 

Gardens  

Sport field Cultivated land Paved surface 
Building or 
other structure 

Bare soil 

 
If any of the boxes marked with an “E “is ticked, please consult an appropriate specialist to assist in the 
completion of this section if the environmental assessment practitioner doesn’t have the necessary 
expertise.  
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5. LAND USE CHARACTER OF SURROUNDING AREA  
 
Cross the land uses and/or prominent features that currently occur within a 500m radius of the site and 
give a description of how this influences the application or may be impacted upon by the application: 
 
Land use character   Description 

Natural area YES NO  

Low density residential YES NO  

Medium density residential YES NO  

High density residential YES NO  

Informal residential YES NO  

Retail commercial & warehousing YES NO  

Light industrial YES NO  

Medium industrial  YES NO  

Heavy industrial  YES NO  

Power station YES NO  

Office/consulting room YES NO  

Military or police base/station/compound YES NO  

Spoil heap or slimes dam YES NO  

Quarry, sand or borrow pit YES NO  

Dam or reservoir YES NO  

Hospital/medical centre YES NO  

School/ creche YES NO Bonginduna Primary School 

Tertiary education facility YES NO  

Church YES NO  

Old age home YES NO  

Sewage treatment plant YES NO  

Train station or shunting yard  YES NO  

Railway line YES NO  

Major road (4 lanes or more)  YES NO N2 Freeway 

Airport  YES NO  

Harbour YES NO  

Sport facilities YES NO  

Golf course YES NO  

Polo fields  YES NO  

Filling station YES NO  

Landfill or waste treatment site YES NO  

Plantation YES NO  

Agriculture YES NO Subsistence agriculture fields  

River, stream or wetland YES NO  

Nature conservation area YES NO  

Mountain, hill or ridge YES NO  

Museum YES NO  

Historical building YES NO  

Protected Area YES NO  

Graveyard YES NO  

Archaeological site YES NO  

Other land uses (describe) YES NO  
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6. CULTURAL/ HISTORICAL FEATURES 
 

Are there any signs of culturally or historically significant elements, as 
defined in section 2 of the National Heritage Resources Act, 1999, (Act 
No. 25 of 1999), including archaeological or palaeontological sites, on or 
within 20m of the site? 

YES NO 

If YES, contact a specialist recommended by AMAFA to conduct a heritage impact 
assessment.  The heritage impact assessment must be attached as an appendix to this 
report.  

Briefly explain the recommendations 
of the specialist: 

 

Will any building or structure older than 60 years be affected in any way? YES NO 

Is it necessary to apply for a permit in terms of the National Heritage 
Resources Act, 1999 (Act 25 of 1999)? 

YES NO 

If YES, please submit the necessary application to AMAFA and attach proof thereof to this 
report. 

 
 
 

N2 Freeway 

Bonginduna 
Primary School 

Low Density 
Residential 

Low Density 
Residential 

Subsistence 
agriculture 
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SECTION D: PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
 
1. ADVERTISEMENT  
 
The person conducting a public participation process must take into account any guidelines applicable 
to public participation as contemplated in section 24J of the Act and must give notice to all potential 
interested and affected parties of the application which is subjected to public participation by— 
 
(a) fixing a notice board (of a size at least 60cm by 42cm; and must display the required 

information in lettering and in a format as may be determined by the competent authority) at a 
place conspicuous to the public at the boundary or on the fence of— 
(i) the site where the activity to which the application relates is or is to be undertaken; and 

  (ii) any alternative site mentioned in the application; 
(b) giving written notice to— 

(i) the owner or person in control of that land if the applicant is not the owner or person in 
control of the land; 

(ii) the occupiers of the site where the activity is or is to be undertaken or to any alternative 
site where the activity is to be undertaken; 

(iii) owners and occupiers of land adjacent to the site where the activity is or is to be 
undertaken or to any alternative site where the activity is to be undertaken;  

(iv) the municipal councillor of the ward in which the site or alternative site is situated and 
any organisation of ratepayers that represent the community in the area;  

 (v) the local and district municipality which has jurisdiction in the area;  
(vi) any organ of state having jurisdiction in respect of any aspect of the activity (as 

identified in the application form for the environmental authorization of this project); and 
(vii) any other party as required by the competent authority; 

(c) placing an advertisement in— 
 (i) one local newspaper; or  

(ii) any official Gazette that is published specifically for the purpose of providing public 
notice of applications or other submissions made in terms of these Regulations;  

(d) placing an advertisement in at least one provincial newspaper or national newspaper, if the 
activity has or may have an impact that extends beyond the boundaries of the metropolitan or 
district municipality in which it is or will be undertaken: Provided that this paragraph need not be 
complied with if an advertisement has been placed in an official Gazette referred to in 
subregulation 54(c)(ii); and 

(e) using reasonable alternative methods, as agreed to by the competent authority, in those 
instances where a person is desiring of but unable to participate in the process due to— 
(i) illiteracy; 
(ii) disability; or 
(iii) any other disadvantage. 

 
 
2. CONTENT OF ADVERTISEMENTS AND NOTICES 
 
A notice board, advertisement or notices must: 
(a) indicate the details of the application which is subjected to public participation; and  
(b) state— 
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(i) that an application for environmental authorization has been submitted to the KZN 
Department of Agriculture, Environmental Affairs and Rural Development in terms of 
the EIA Regulations, 2010;(ii)  

(iii) a brief project description that includes the nature and location of the activity to which 
the application relates; 

(iv) where further information on the application can be obtained; and  
(iv) the manner in which and the person to whom representations in respect of the 

application may be made. 
 
 
3. PLACEMENT OF ADVERTISEMENTS AND NOTICES 
 
Where the proposed activity may have impacts that extend beyond the municipal area where it is 
located, a notice must be placed in at least one provincial newspaper or national newspaper, indicating 
that an application will be submitted to the competent authority in terms of these regulations, the nature 
and location of the activity, where further information on the proposed activity can be obtained and the 
manner in which representations in respect of the application can be made, unless a notice has been 
placed in any Gazette that is published specifically for the purpose of providing notice to the public of 
applications made in terms of the EIA regulations.  
 
Advertisements and notices must make provision for all alternatives. 
 
 
4. DETERMINATION OF APPROPRIATE PROCESS 
 
The EAP must ensure that the public participation process is according to that prescribed in regulation 
54 of the EIA Regulations, 2010, but may deviate from the requirements of subregulation 54(2) in the 
manner agreed by the KZN Department of Agriculture, Environmental Affairs and Rural Development 
as appropriate for this application.  Special attention should be given to the involvement of local 
community structures such as Ward Committees, ratepayers associations and traditional authorities 
where appropriate.  
 
Please note that public concerns that emerge at a later stage that should have been addressed may 
cause the competent authority to withdraw any authorisation it may have issued if it becomes apparent 
that the public participation process was inadequate. 
 
 
5. COMMENTS AND RESPONSE REPORT 
 
The practitioner must record all comments and respond to each comment of the public before this 
application is submitted.  The comments and responses must be captured in a comments and response 
report as prescribed in the EIA regulations (regulation 57 in the EIA Regulations, 2010) and be attached 
as Appendix E to this report.  
 
 
 
 
6. PARTICIPATION BY DISTRICT, LOCAL AND TRADITIONAL AUTHORITIES 
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District, local and traditional authorities (where applicable) are all key interested and affected parties in 
each application and no decision on any application will be made before the relevant local authority is 
provided with the opportunity to give input.  The planning and the environmental sections of the local 
authority must be informed of this application and provided with an opportunity to comment. 
 
 
 

Has any comment been received from the district municipality? YES NO 

If “YES”, briefly describe the feedback below (also attach any correspondence to and from this authority with 
regard to this application): 

 

 

Has any comment been received from the local municipality? YES NO 

If “YES”, briefly describe the feedback below (also attach any correspondence to and from this authority with 
regard to this application): 
 

 

 

Has any comment been received from a traditional authority? YES NO 

If “YES”, briefly describe the feedback below (also attach any correspondence to and from this authority with 
regard to this application): 

 
 

 
 
7. CONSULTATION WITH OTHER STAKEHOLDERS  
 
Any stakeholder that has a direct interest in the site or property, such as servitude holders and service 
providers, should be informed of the application and be provided with the opportunity to comment. 
 

Has any comment been received from stakeholders? YES NO 

If “YES”, briefly describe the feedback below (also attach copies of any correspondence to and 
from the stakeholders to this application): 
1. Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife                            -See Appendix E  

2. Dept. of Transport                                  - Awaiting comment.  

3. Telkom                                                     - Awaiting comment.  

4. Dept. of Water                                         - Awaiting comment.  

5. Dept. of Minerals & Energy                   - Awaiting comment.  

6. Dept. of Health                                        - Awaiting comment.  

7. AMAFA                                                    - Awaiting comment.  

8.  Eskom                                                    - See Appendix E  

9. Department of Human Settlements     - Awaiting comment.  

10. Department C.O.G.T.A.                          -Awaiting comment  

11. SANRAL                                                   - See Appendix E  

12. Umzumbe Local Municipality                -Awaiting comment  

13. Ugu District Municipality                       -  Awaiting comment.  
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SECTION E: IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
 
The assessment of impacts must adhere to the requirements in the EIA Regulations, 2010, and should 
take applicable official guidelines into account.  The issues raised by interested and affected parties 
should also be addressed in the assessment of impacts. 
 
 
1. ISSUES RAISED BY INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES 
 
List the main issues raised by interested and affected parties. 
See appendix E 
 

 
 
 
Response from the practitioner to the issues raised by the interested and affected parties (A full 
response must be given in the Comments and Response Report that must be attached as Appendix E 
to this report): 
See appendix E 
 

 
 
2. IMPACTS THAT MAY RESULT FROM THE PLANNING AND DESIGN, CONSTRUCTION, 

OPERATIONAL, DECOMMISSIONING AND CLOSURE PHASES AS WELL AS PROPOSED 
MANAGEMENT OF IDENTIFIED IMPACTS AND PROPOSED MITIGATION MEASURES 

 
 

2.1. IMPACTS THAT MAY RESULT FROM THE PLANNING AND DESIGN PHASE  
 

a. Site alternatives 
 
List the potential impacts associated with site alternatives that are likely to occur during the planning and design phase: 
 
Alternative S1 (preferred alternative) 

Direct impacts: During the design phase all different mast types must be assessed and the one that will blend in the 
best with the environment must be selected. 
 
Indirect impacts: No impact 
 
 
Cumulative impacts: No impact 
 
 

Alternative S2 (if any) 

Direct impacts:  
 
Indirect impacts:  
 
 
Cumulative impacts:  
 

No-go alternative (compulsory) 

Direct impacts: The surrounding community will have limited access to telecommunication services. 
 
Indirect impacts: This may result in resentment and frustration of the community regarding the lack of adequate 
telecommunication service provision. 
 
Cumulative impacts: General lack of upliftment within the community through a lack of adequate telecommunication 
service provision. 
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Indicate mitigation measures to manage the potential impacts listed above: 
 
Alternative S1 Alternative S2 

Select a mast design that will blend in 
with its surrounding environment as 
much as possible. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b. Process, technology, layout or other alternatives 
 
List the impacts associated with any process, technology, layout or other alternatives that are likely to occur during the planning 
and design phase (please list impacts associated with each alternative separately):  
 
Alternative A1 (preferred alternative) 

Direct impacts: The proposed 45m lattice mast will be as in-obtrusive as possible. The mast has also been designed 
to accommodate other users, to limit the number of masts required in the area. 
 
Indirect impacts: No impact 
 
 
Cumulative impacts: No impact 
 
 

Alternative A2 (if any) 

Direct impacts: The proposed 45m lattice mast will be as in-obtrusive as possible. The mast has also been designed 
to accommodate other users, to limit the number of masts required in the area. 
 
Indirect impacts: No impact 
 
 
Cumulative impacts: No impact 
 
 

 
No-go alternative (compulsory) 

Direct impacts: Limited access to telecommunication service provision in the surrounding area 
 
 
Indirect impacts: No impact 
 
Cumulative impacts: No impact 
 

 
 
Indicate mitigation measures to manage the potential impacts listed above: 
 
Alternative A1: Alternative A2: 

 The design of the mast must be 
adapted to best fit in with the 
character of the surrounding 
environment. 

 The mast must be designed in 
such a way to be shared with 
other users. 

 The design of the mast must be 
adapted to best fit in with the 
character of the surrounding 
environment. 

 The mast must be designed in 
such a way to be shared with 
other users. 

 
 

2.2. IMPACTS THAT MAY RESULT FROM THE CONSTRUCTION PHASE 
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a. Site alternatives 

 
List the potential impacts associated with site alternatives that are likely to occur during the construction phase: 

 
Alternative S1 (preferred site) 

Direct impacts: 

Potential Impacts 
Significance of Impacts 
(Low, Medium, Medium-
High, High & Very High) 

Proposed Mitigation 

Significance of Impacts 
after mitigation (Low, 

Medium, Medium-High, 
High & Very High) 

Safety and Security: The 
digging of the mast 
foundation could be a 
safety hazard. 

-M 

1. The site and employees are 
to be managed in strict 
accordance with the 
Occupational Health and 
Safety Act, 1993 (Act No. 85 
of 1993) and the National 
Building Regulations. 

2. Restrict Public access to the 
site. 

3. Demarcate the area with red 
tape 

-L 

Air Pollution: The 
construction activities may 
lead to an increase in dust. 

-L 

1. Burning of Waste should not 
be permitted. 

2.  Construction activities 
should not be the source of 
dust production and a dust 
suppression program should 
be put in place. 

-L 

Noise Pollution: Various 
construction activities (e.g. 
construction vehicles, 
concrete pouring, etc.) 
would increase noise 
levels around the site, 
which would create a 
nuisance to residents 
neighbouring the site. 

-M 

1. The Contractor shall be 
familiar with and adhere to, 
any local by-laws and 
regulations regarding the 
generation of noise and 
hours of operation.  

2. The construction process is 
foreseen to be only 2-4 
weeks, and will be limited to 
normal office hours. 

-L 

Visual: The proposed 
development would have a 
short-term visual impact 
during the construction 
phase. 

-M 

1. Incorporate measures for 
visual screening (e.g. using 
shade cloth) in the 
Environmental Management 
Plan (EMP). 

2. Avoid construction activities 
outside of normal working 
hours. 

-L 

Impact on Biodiversity: 
Removal of Indigenous 
trees and plant species.   

-L 
1. The project site is only 

68.59m² in extent. -L 

Heritage Impact:  

-L 

1. Contractors and plant 
operators should be briefed 
what to look out for during 
bulk earthworks and 
excavations. 

2. Should any archaeological 
objects be disturbed, 
exposed or uncovered 
during the bulk earthworks, it 
should immediately be 
reported to Amafa Heritage 
KwaZulu Natal. 

-L 

Social Impacts (Job 
Creation): The creation of 
temporary employment 
opportunities during the 
construction phase of the 
project would result in a 
localised, short-term 
benefit of medium 
intensity.  

+L 

1. Utilising local contractors 
and labourers as far as 
possible to increase 
employment opportunities in 
the area +L 

Reduction in Alien Plant 
Species: Alien invasive 

+L 
1. Ensure the eradication of 

alien invasive plant species. 
+M 
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plant species would be 
removed as part of the 
construction phase 
activities. 

1. Implement a continuous 
removal program. 

For technical reasons the proposed site is the best in terms of achieving optimal telecommunication coverage of the 
surrounding area. 
 
Indirect impacts: Increase of employment opportunities in other economic sectors due to the availability of 
affordable wireless data-communication services in the area. 
 
Cumulative impacts: No Impact 
 

Alternative S2 (if any) 

Direct impacts: 
 
Indirect impacts: 
 
Cumulative impacts:  
 

No-go alternative (compulsory) 

Direct impacts: Limited access to telecommunication service provision in the surrounding area 
 
Indirect impacts: No Impact 
 
Cumulative impacts: No Impact 
 

 
 
Indicate mitigation measures to manage the potential impacts listed above: 
 
Alternative S1 Alternative S2 

Safety and security: 

 No rubble or discarded building 
materials must remain on the 
construction site for more than 
two weeks. 

 The site and crew are to be 
managed in strict accordance with 
the Occupational Health and 
Safety Act, 1993 (Act No.85 of 
1993) and the National Building 
Regulations. 

 Do not allow the movement of 
public within the development site 
by posting notices at the entrance 
gates and perimeter fencing/walls. 

 
Air pollution: 

 Air filters on all mechanized 
equipment must be properly 
designed and maintained. 

 Onsite burning of waste is not 
permitted. 

 Construction activities will not be 
the source of dust production. A 
dust suppression program should 
be implemented. 

 
Noise pollution: 

 Silencers on diesel-powered 
equipment must be properly 
designed and maintained. 

 Construction activities should be 
limited to normal office hours. 

 
Visual pollution: 

 Avoid shiny metals in structures. If 
possible shiny metal structures 
should be darkened or screened 
to prevent glare. 

 Night-time light sources must be 
directed away from residential 
areas. 
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 Incorporate measures for visual 
screening (e.g. using shade cloth) 
in the Environmental Management 
Plan (EMP). 

 Avoid construction activities 
outside of normal working hours. 

 Appoint a suitably qualified 
environmental control officer. 

 
Heritage resources: 
Should any archaeological artefacts 
be exposed during excavation, work 
on the area where the artefacts were 
found, shall cease immediately and 
the ECO and Amafa KZN Heritage 
should be notified as soon as 
possible. 

 
 

b. Process, technology, layout or other alternatives 
 
List the impacts associated with process, technology, layout or other alternatives that are likely to occur during the construction 
phase (please list impacts associated with each alternative separately):  
 
Alternative A1 (preferred alternative) 

Direct impacts: 

 Safety and Security 
Access to the project area must be limited as well as controlled. Trenches must be marked with red tape to 
ensure visibility thereof. 

 Air Pollution 
Dust suppression must be carried out on a regular basis 

 Noise Pollution 
Construction activities must be kept to normal working hours. The adjacent landowners must be notified of 
especially noisy activities at least 24 hours in advance. 

 Visual 
Shade cloth should be utilised to shield adjacent landowners from the development during the construction 
phase.  

 Heritage Impact 
Machine operators must be notified about the possibility of unearthing any artefacts of heritage value, should 
this occur all development in the specific area must stop.  

 Social Impacts 
Maximise local employment opportunities during the construction phase of the development. 

 Impact on Alien Vegetation 
Remove alien vegetation from the development site through the implementation of an alien invasive species 
removal program during the construction phase. 

 
 
Indirect impacts: Positive social spin offs due to the availability of affordable data-communication services in the 
area. 
 
Cumulative impacts: No cumulative impacts are foreseen during the construction phase of the development due to 
its temporary nature as well as relatively short implementation period. 
 

 
Alternative A2 

Direct impacts: 

 Safety and Security 
Access to the project area must be limited as well as controlled. Trenches must be marked with red tape to 
ensure visibility thereof. 

 Air Pollution 
Dust suppression must be carried out on a regular basis 

 Noise Pollution 
Construction activities must be kept to normal working hours. The adjacent landowners must be notified of 
especially noisy activities at least 24 hours in advance. 

 Visual 
Shade cloth should be utilised to shield adjacent landowners from the development during the construction 
phase.  

 Heritage Impact 
Machine operators must be notified about the possibility of unearthing any artefacts of heritage value, should 
this occur all development in the specific area must stop.  

 Social Impacts 
Maximise local employment opportunities during the construction phase of the development. 
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 Impact on Alien Vegetation 
Remove alien vegetation from the development site through the implementation of an alien invasive species 
removal program during the construction phase. 

 
 
Indirect impacts: Positive social spin offs due to the availability of affordable data-communication services in the 
area. 
 
Cumulative impacts: No cumulative impacts are foreseen during the construction phase of the development due to 
its temporary nature as well as relatively short implementation period. 
 

No-go alternative (compulsory) 

Direct impacts: Limited access to telecommunication service provision in the surrounding area 
 
Indirect impacts: No Impact 
 
 
Cumulative impacts: No Impact 
 

 
 
Indicate mitigation measures to manage the potential impacts listed above: 
 
Alternative A1: Alternative A2: 

Topsoil:  

 Stockpiled topsoil should be used 
as the final cover for all disturbed 
areas where revegetation is 
required. 

 Stockpiled soil should be 
protected by erosion-control 
berms if exposed for a period of 
greater than 14 days during the 
wet season. 

 Soil stockpiles should be located 
away from drainage lines and 
areas of temporary inundation. 

 
Personnel: 

 Construction staff should be 
educated as to the need to refrain 
from destruction of animals and 
plants, as well as from 
indiscriminate waste disposal 
and/or pollution of local soil and 
water resources. 

 Machine/vehicle operators should 
receive clear instructions to 
remain within demarcated access 
routes and 
operations/construction areas.  
Penalties should be introduced if 
necessary to ensure that this 
ruling is adhered to. 

 Staff should be informed that 
access to adjacent properties is 
strictly off-limits and that it will be 
deemed a serious offence (i.e. no 
fences should be jumped at any 
time and no gates are to be 
opened without permission from 
the relevant landowner). 

 The contractor should ensure 
proper supervision of employees 
at all times. 

 The contractor shall take due 
cognizance of the character, 
culture and circumstances of the 
specific community.  

 
Biodiversity: 

 Areas compacted by vehicles 
during construction may have to 

Topsoil:  

 Stockpiled topsoil should be used 
as the final cover for all disturbed 
areas where revegetation is 
required. 

 Stockpiled soil should be 
protected by erosion-control 
berms if exposed for a period of 
greater than 14 days during the 
wet season. 

 Soil stockpiles should be located 
away from drainage lines and 
areas of temporary inundation. 

 
Personnel: 

 Construction staff should be 
educated as to the need to refrain 
from destruction of animals and 
plants, as well as from 
indiscriminate waste disposal 
and/or pollution of local soil and 
water resources. 

 Machine/vehicle operators should 
receive clear instructions to 
remain within demarcated access 
routes and 
operations/construction areas.  
Penalties should be introduced if 
necessary to ensure that this 
ruling is adhered to. 

 Staff should be informed that 
access to adjacent properties is 
strictly off-limits and that it will be 
deemed a serious offence (i.e. no 
fences should be jumped at any 
time and no gates are to be 
opened without permission from 
the relevant landowner). 

 The contractor should ensure 
proper supervision of employees 
at all times. 

 The contractor shall take due 
cognizance of the character, 
culture and circumstances of the 
specific community.  

 
Biodiversity: 

 Areas compacted by vehicles 
during construction may have to 
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be scarified (ripped) to allow 
penetration of plant roots and the 
re-growth of natural vegetation. 

 
Waste and Sanitation: 

 No disposal of sewage should 
occur on or near the site.  

 Chemical toilets must be provided 
by the contractor in accordance 
with requirements.  

 The contractor shall at all times 
provide adequate sanitary 
facilities on site so that all 
employees are at all times within 
easy reach of sanitary facilities.  

 In general, littering, discarding or 
burying of any materials should 
not be allowed on site. 

 Material from excavation shall 
only be spoiled or temporarily 
stockpiled on sites approved or 
designated by the Engineer in 
writing. Surplus excavated 
material shall be removed to a 
spoil area designated by the 
engineer. Haul and spoil roads 
shall be limited to the minimum 
necessary for the efficient 
construction of the works.  

 
Visual Impact: 

 All construction material must be 
stored in one place out of the 
direct eyesight of pedestrians. 

 This impact is only a problem 
during the construction phase and 
thus will not have a long term 
effect on the community. 

 
Noise Pollution: 
Operating hours should be limited to 
normal office hours especially for 
activities that involve high levels of 
noise, unless otherwise approved by 
the Environmental Control Officer in 
consultation with adjacent 
landowners. 

be scarified (ripped) to allow 
penetration of plant roots and the 
re-growth of natural vegetation. 

 
Waste and Sanitation: 

 No disposal of sewage should 
occur on or near the site.  

 Chemical toilets must be provided 
by the contractor in accordance 
with requirements.  

 The contractor shall at all times 
provide adequate sanitary 
facilities on site so that all 
employees are at all times within 
easy reach of sanitary facilities.  

 In general, littering, discarding or 
burying of any materials should 
not be allowed on site. 

 Material from excavation shall 
only be spoiled or temporarily 
stockpiled on sites approved or 
designated by the Engineer in 
writing. Surplus excavated 
material shall be removed to a 
spoil area designated by the 
engineer. Haul and spoil roads 
shall be limited to the minimum 
necessary for the efficient 
construction of the works.  

 
Visual Impact: 

 All construction material must be 
stored in one place out of the 
direct eyesight of pedestrians. 

 This impact is only a problem 
during the construction phase and 
thus will not have a long term 
effect on the community. 

 
Noise Pollution: 
Operating hours should be limited to 
normal office hours especially for 
activities that involve high levels of 
noise, unless otherwise approved by 
the Environmental Control Officer in 
consultation with adjacent 
landowners. 

 
 

2.3. IMPACTS THAT MAY RESULT FROM THE OPERATIONAL PHASE 
 
 

a. Site alternatives 

 
List the potential impacts associated with site alternatives that are likely to occur during the operational phase: 

 
Alternative S1 (preferred alternative) 

Direct impacts: 

Potential Impacts 

Significance rating of 
impacts (Low, Medium, 

Medium-High, High, 
Very High) 

Proposed Mitigation 

Significance rating of 
impacts after mitigation 
(Low, Medium, Medium-
High, High, Very High) 

Visual: The proposed 
mast would result in a 
permanent change to 
the visual landscape 
after construction is 
completed. 
 

-M 

1. The proposed mast would limit the 
visual impact and will blend in with 
the surrounding sky and trees. 

2. Minimise external signage. Low 
signs that are less obtrusive in the 
landscape should be considered. 
No large illuminated signs should 
be permitted. 

3. Outdoor lighting, where required, 

-L 
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must be as unobtrusive as 
possible and fitted with reflectors 
to avoid light spillage. No 
floodlighting should be used. Low-
level bollard and bulkhead type 
lighting should be considered for 
the parking areas, paths and 
steps. 

 
 
Indirect impacts: Increased provision and coverage of telecommunication services available to the surrounding local 
community. 
 
Cumulative impacts: No Impact 
 

Alternative S2 (if any) 

Direct impacts: 
 
Indirect impacts:  
 
Cumulative impacts:  
 

No-go alternative (compulsory) 

Direct impacts: Limited access to telecommunication service provision within the surrounding area. 
 
Indirect impacts: No Impact 
 
 
Cumulative impacts: No Impact 
 
 

 
 
Indicate mitigation measures to manage the potential impacts listed above: 
 
Alternative S1 Alternative S2 

The 45m lattice mast must be 
maintained to standard. Limited 
signage must be erected against the 
fence. 

 

 
b. Process, technology, layout or other alternatives 

 
List the impacts associated with process, technology, layout or other alternatives that are likely to occur during the operational 
phase (please list impacts associated with each alternative separately):  
 
Alternative A1 (preferred alternative) 

Direct impacts: 

 Interference with other telecommunication transmissions. 

 Changes in the visual quality and character of surrounding landscape. 
 
Indirect impacts: No Impact 
 
 
Cumulative impacts: No Impact 
 

Alternative A2 

Direct impacts: 

 Interference with other telecommunication transmissions. 

 Changes in the visual quality and character of surrounding landscape. 
 
Indirect impacts: No Impact 
 
Cumulative impacts: No Impact 
 

No-go alternative (compulsory) 

Direct impacts: Limited access to telecommunication service provision in the surrounding area 
 
Indirect impacts: No Impact 
 
Cumulative impacts: No Impact 
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Indicate mitigation measures to manage the potential impacts listed above: 
 

 

 
 
 

2.4. IMPACTS THAT MAY RESULT FROM THE DECOMISSIONING OR CLOSURE PHASE 
 

 
a. Site alternatives 

 
List the potential impacts associated with site alternatives that are likely to occur during the decommissioning or closure phase: 
 
Alternative S1 (preferred alternative) 

Direct impacts: The proposed development is a long term, permanent structure that is expected to be in place for 
numerous years. Hence no decommissioning or closure is foreseen or expected in the near future.  
 
Indirect impacts: No Impact  
 
Cumulative impacts: No Impact  
 

Alternative S2 

Direct impacts:  
 
Indirect impacts:  
 
Cumulative impacts:  
 

 
No-go alternative (compulsory) 

Direct impacts: Limited access to telecommunication service provision in the surrounding area 
 
Indirect impacts: No Impact  
 
Cumulative impacts: No Impact  
 

 
 
Indicate mitigation measures to manage the potential impacts listed above: 
 
Alternative S1 Alternative S2 

 Work to be carried out as 
specified in the Environmental 
Management Plan should the 
mast be decommissioned in 
future. 

 Close out auditing to ensure 
compliance. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

b. Process, technology, layout or other alternatives 
 
List the impacts associated with process, technology, layout or other alternatives that are likely to occur during the 
decommissioning or closure phase (please list impacts associated with each alternative separately):  
 
Alternative A1 (preferred alternative) 

Direct impacts: The proposed development is a long term, permanent structure that is expected to be in place for 

Alternative A1 Alternative A2 

 Ensure the proposed data-
communication service’s 
frequency does not interfere with 
other existing telecommunication 
transmissions in the area. 

 The proposed mast will limit the 
visual impact and blend in with the 
existing trees and sky. 

 Ensure the proposed data-
communication service’s 
frequency does not interfere with 
other existing telecommunication 
transmissions in the area. 

 The proposed mast will limit the 
visual impact and blend in with the 
existing trees and sky  
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numerous years. Hence no decommissioning or closure is foreseen or expected in the near future.  
 
Indirect impacts: No Impact  
 
Cumulative impacts: No Impact  
 

Alternative A2 

Direct impacts: The proposed development is a long term, permanent structure that is expected to be in place for 
numerous years. Hence no decommissioning or closure is foreseen or expected in the near future.  
 
Indirect impacts: No Impact  
 
Cumulative impacts: No Impact  
 

No-go alternative (compulsory) 

Direct impacts: Limited access to telecommunication service provision in the surrounding area 
 
Indirect impacts: No Impact 
 
Cumulative impacts: No Impact 
 

 
 
Indicate mitigation measures to manage the potential impacts listed above: 
 
Alternative A1 Alternative A2 

 Work to be carried out as 
specified in the Environmental 
Management Plan should the 
mast be decommissioned in 
future. 

 Close out auditing to ensure 
compliance. 

 Work to be carried out as 
specified in the Environmental 
Management Plan should the 
mast be decommissioned in 
future. 

 Close out auditing to ensure 
compliance. 

 
 

2.5. PROPOSED MONITORING AND AUDITING 
 
For each phase of the project and for each alternative, please indicate how identified impacts and mitigation will be monitored 
and/or audited.  
 
Alternative S1 (preferred site) Alternative S2 

It will be the responsibility of the 
contractor, engineer, ECO and the 
Municipality to ensure that all site 
related mitigation measures and 
impacts are monitored and audited. 
 
Planning Phase:  
All drawings needs to be approved 
by the Municipality 
 
Construction Phase: 
An Environmental Control Officer 
must be appointed; the ECO will 
then be responsible for the monthly 
auditing of the site during the 
construction phase. The ECO must 
supply DAEA with audit reports on a 
monthly basis. 
 
Operational Phase: 
An independent environmental 
auditor should be appointed to do an 
annual audit of the development. 
This report must also be sent to 
DAEA. 

 

 

 
 
3. ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
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Taking the assessment of potential impacts into account, please provide an environmental impact 
statement that summarises the impact that the proposed activity and its alternatives may have on the 
environment after the management and mitigation of impacts have been taken into account, with 
specific reference to types of impact, duration of impacts, likelihood of potential impacts actually 
occurring and the significance of impacts.  
 
Alternative S1 (preferred site) 
The major environmental impact, which is likely to result from this development, is the visual impact of the proposed 
development on the surrounding land uses.  

Impact Type Likelihood 
(Probability) 

Duration  Significance after mitigation 

Visual Impact High Permanent Medium 

Noise Low Permanent Very Low 

Heritage Impacts Low Permanent Very Low 

Traffic Low Permanent Very Low 

Biodiversity Impacts Very Low Temporary Very Low 

Stormwater 
Management 

Very Low Permanent Very Low 

Air Pollution Very Low Temporary Very Low 

 
By taking the proposed mitigation measures proposed in this Basic Assessment Report for the environmental impacts 
identified into account, it is concluded that the development could be supported and that it will contribute positively to 
the community by improving the telecommunication service delivery currently experienced by the surrounding 
community in the area. 

 
 

Alternative S2 
 

 
Alternative A1 (preferred alternative) 

 
This development could be supported.  However the proposed site location is in close proximity to an Eskom power 
line.  Alternative A2 is to be pursued. 
Alternative A2 

 
 

 

No-go alternative (compulsory) 
 
The surrounding community will have no to limited access to telecommunication services within the area. 

 
 
 

SECTION F. RECOMMENDATION OF EAP 
 

Is the information contained in this report and the documentation attached 
hereto in the view of the EAPr sufficient to make a decision in respect of this 
report? 

YES NO 

If “NO”, please contact the KZN Department of Agriculture, Environmental 
Affairs and Rural Development regarding the further requirements for your 
report. 

  

 
If “YES”, please attach the draft EMPr as Appendix F to this report and list any recommended 
conditions, including mitigation measures that should be considered for inclusion in any authorisation 
that may be granted by the competent authority in respect of the application: 
It is the opinion of the Environmental Assessment Practitioner that the project can be supported on condition that 
design alternative A1 is implemented and provided that sensitive planning, design and good environmental 
management be carried out by the proponent during all phases of development. 
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A variety of mitigation measures have been identified that will serve to mitigate the scale, intensity, duration or 
significance of the impacts that have a medium and high significance rating. These include guidelines to be applied 
during the construction and operational phases of the project. The proposed mitigatory measures, if implemented, will 
reduce the significance of the majority of the identified impacts to “low”, and that the proposed project should 
proceed. 
 
The recommendations listed below have been divided into construction and design / operation phase 
recommendations. 
 
1. CONSTRUCTION PHASE RECOMMENDATIONS 
1.1 Construction Environmental Management Plan 

o An Environmental Management Plan is prepared for the development that includes Construction Phase 
and Operational Phase recommendations. 

o A suitably qualified Environmental Control Officer (ECO) should be appointed to ensure that the 
Construction EMP is implemented and adhered to. 

 
1.2 Archaeology 

o Amafa should be contacted if any heritage objects are identified during earthmoving activities and all 
development should cease until further notice. 

o The contractor and plant operators should be briefed to look out for archaeological sites (e.g. shell middens 
and human burials) during bulk earthworks and excavations. This briefing should be undertaken as part of 
the environmental awareness training undertaken by the ECO before construction commences. 

1.3 Noise 
o The Contractor shall be familiar with and adhere to, any local by-laws and regulations regarding the 

generation of noise and hours of operation. 
o The provisions of SABS 1200A Subclause 4.1 regarding “built-up areas” shall apply to all areas within 

audible distance of residents. 
o The Contractor shall negotiate for any permits requiring deviation from local by-laws and/or regulations with 

the local authority. 
 

1.4 Employment 
o Without compromising construction activities and schedules, local labour from the surrounding community 

should be employed as far as possible. Those successful in obtaining employment should be provided with 
the appropriate training. 

 
2. DESIGN / OPERATION PHASE RECOMMENDATIONS 

Mitigatory measures that should be considered for implementation into the proposed design and operation 
phases are listed below. 
 

2.1 Access 
o Access to the property should be controlled. 

 
2.2 Noise 

o Operating hours should be restricted to normal business hours as far as possible especially for activities 
creating loud noise, unless permission has been obtained from adjacent residents. 

 
2.3 Employment 

o Local labour from the surrounding community should be employed as far as possible. Those successful in 
obtaining employment should be provided with the appropriate training. 
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SECTION G: APPENDIXES 
 
The following appendixes must be attached as appropriate: 
 
Appendix A: Site plan(s) 
 
Appendix B: Photographs 
 
Appendix C: Facility illustration(s) 
 
Appendix D: Specialist reports 
 
Appendix E: Comments and responses report 
 
Appendix F: Draft Environmental Management Programme (EMPr) 
 
Appendix G: Other information 
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APPENDIX A: SITE PLANS 
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Figure 1: Site location at 700m map detail  
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Figure 2: Site location at 2km map detail
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APPENDIX B: PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
 

PROPOSED SITE LOCATION 
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APPENDIX C: Site Facility Illustrations 
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APPENDIX D: Specialist Report 
SA CELLULAR HEALTH & SAFETY FACTS 
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APENDIX E: Comments & Responses Report 
 

ONSITE NOTICE PHOTOS 
 

   
ONSITE NOTICE: ENGLISH                  ONSITE NOTICE: ISIZULU 
 

   
ONSITE NOTICES ENGLISH & ISIZULU- Entrance to Bonginduna Primary 
School 
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ONSITE NOTICES ENGLISH & ISIZULU- Along adjoining main road 
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BID DOCUMENT 
(ENGLISH) 

 
 

 
 
        



Basic Assessment Report 

Department of Agriculture, 
Environmental Affairs & Rural 
Development, KwaZulu-Natal 

Basic Assessment Report 2010 
Version 2: August 2010 

Page 45 of 113 

 



Basic Assessment Report 

Department of Agriculture, 
Environmental Affairs & Rural 
Development, KwaZulu-Natal 

Basic Assessment Report 2010 
Version 2: August 2010 

Page 46 of 113 

 



Basic Assessment Report 

Department of Agriculture, 
Environmental Affairs & Rural 
Development, KwaZulu-Natal 

Basic Assessment Report 2010 
Version 2: August 2010 

Page 47 of 113 

 



Basic Assessment Report 

Department of Agriculture, 
Environmental Affairs & Rural 
Development, KwaZulu-Natal 

Basic Assessment Report 2010 
Version 2: August 2010 

Page 48 of 113 

 



Basic Assessment Report 

Department of Agriculture, 
Environmental Affairs & Rural 
Development, KwaZulu-Natal 

Basic Assessment Report 2010 
Version 2: August 2010 

Page 49 of 113 

 



Basic Assessment Report 

Department of Agriculture, 
Environmental Affairs & Rural 
Development, KwaZulu-Natal 

Basic Assessment Report 2010 
Version 2: August 2010 

Page 50 of 113 

 



Basic Assessment Report 

Department of Agriculture, 
Environmental Affairs & Rural 
Development, KwaZulu-Natal 

Basic Assessment Report 2010 
Version 2: August 2010 

Page 51 of 113 

 



Basic Assessment Report 

Department of Agriculture, 
Environmental Affairs & Rural 
Development, KwaZulu-Natal 

Basic Assessment Report 2010 
Version 2: August 2010 

Page 52 of 113 

 



Basic Assessment Report 

Department of Agriculture, 
Environmental Affairs & Rural 
Development, KwaZulu-Natal 

Basic Assessment Report 2010 
Version 2: August 2010 

Page 53 of 113 

 



Basic Assessment Report 

Department of Agriculture, 
Environmental Affairs & Rural 
Development, KwaZulu-Natal 

Basic Assessment Report 2010 
Version 2: August 2010 

Page 54 of 113 

 

  



Basic Assessment Report 

Department of Agriculture, 
Environmental Affairs & Rural 
Development, KwaZulu-Natal 

Basic Assessment Report 2010 
Version 2: August 2010 

Page 55 of 113 

 

BID DOCUMENT 
(ISIZULU) 
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NEWSPAPER ADVERT 
 

 
English advert placed in The Mercury on 22 January 2014 
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isiZulu advert place in Isolezwe Newspaper on 22 January 2014 
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DETAILS OF I&APS (SURROUNDING LANDOWNERS) NOTIFIED 

 
Awaiting comments from I&AP within 100m of the proposed site. 

BIDs were hand-delivered to all surrounding residents at a community 
meeting held at the Bonginduna Primary School on the 6th of February 

2014.  To date we have not received any feedback, however the 
proposed telecommunication mast was met with positive reactions at 

the community meeting. 
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Comments from I&APs 
 
 

To date no comment or feedback has been received from the I&APs (surrounding 
landowners).  
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PROOF OF BID SENT TO I&APS (Organs of State) 
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COMMENTS FROM ESKOM 
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COMMENTS FROM SANRAL 
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OFFICIAL COMMENT FROM AMAFA AKWAZULU NATALI 
 

 Although no official comment has been received from AMAFA, we provided 
them with the BID to which Bernadet requested BSO to upload the document to 
their SAHRIS database.  The BID has been uploaded, no comment has yet been 
received (See copies of emails sent below). 
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OFFICIAL COMMENT FROM EZEMVELO KZN WILDLIFE 
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OFFICIAL COMMENT FROM C.O.G.T.A 
 

 Although no official comment has been received from C.O.G.T.A., we provided 
them with the BID and were notified of the availability of the BAR, and made 
several follow ups in which we requested that they provide comment. (See 
copies of emails sent below). 
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OFFICIAL COMMENT FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN 
SETTLEMENTS 

 
 Although no official comment has been received from The Department Of 

Human Settlements, we provided them with the BID and were notified of the 
availability of the BAR, and made several follow ups in which we requested that 
they provide comment. (See copies of emails sent below). 
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OFFICIAL COMMENT FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF MINERALS AND 

ENERGY 
 

 Although no official comment has been received from The Department Of 
Minerals and Energy, we provided them with the BID and were notified of the 
availability of the BAR, and made several follow ups in which we requested that 
they provide comment. (See copies of emails sent below). 
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OFFICIAL COMMENT FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF WATER AFFAIRS 
 

 Although no official comment has been received from The Department Of 
Minerals and Energy, we provided them with the BID and were notified of the 
availability of the BAR, and made several follow ups in which we requested that 
they provide comment. (See copies of emails sent below). 
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OFFICIAL COMMENT FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

 
 Although no official comment has been received from The Department Of 

Health, we provided them with the BID and were notified of the availability of 
the BAR, and made several follow ups in which we requested that they provide 
comment. (See copies of emails sent below). 
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OFFICIAL COMMENT FROM TELKOM 

 
 Although no official comment has been received from The Department Of 

Health, we provided them with the BID and were notified of the availability of 
the BAR, and made several follow ups in which we requested that they provide 
comment. (See copies of emails sent below). 
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OFFICIAL COMMENT FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORT 
 
 

 Although no official comment has been received from The Department Of 
Health, we provided them with the BID and were notified of the availability of 
the BAR, and made several follow ups in which we requested that they provide 
comment. (See copies of emails sent below). 
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OFFICIAL COMMENT FROM THE UMZUMBE LOCAL MUNICIPALITY 

 
 Although no official comment has been received from the Umzumbe 

Municipality, we provided them with the BID and were notified of the availability 
of the BAR, and made several follow ups in which we requested that they 
provide comment. (See copies of emails sent below). 

 
 
 

 
 



Basic Assessment Report 

Department of Agriculture, 
Environmental Affairs & Rural 
Development, KwaZulu-Natal 

Basic Assessment Report 2010 
Version 2: August 2010 

Page 85 of 113 

 

 
 

OFFICIAL COMMENT FROM THE UGU DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY 
 

 Although no official comment has been received from the uGu District 
Municipality, we provided them with the BID and were notified of the availability 
of the BAR, and made several follow ups in which we requested that they 
provide comment. (See copies of emails sent below). 
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COMMENTS & RESPONSES TABLE 
 

Organisation 
Contact 
Person 

Tel Email Postal Address Summary of Comments BSO Response 

Amafa 
Berndet 

Pawandiwa 

033 394 
6543 

bernadetp@amafapmb.co.z
a  

P.O. Box 2685, 
Pietermaritzburg,3201 

Requested BID to be uploaded to the SAHRIS database. 

BID uploaded to the SAHRIS database 

Dept. of Health 
Mr W.D 
Kanyile 

033 846 
7503 

wilson.khanyile@kznhealth
.gov.za 

Private Bag X9051, 
Pietermaritzburg, 3200 

No Comment Received    

Dept. of 
Minerals & 

Energy 
Zama Zulu 

031 335 
9600 

zama.zulu@dmr.gov.za  

P.O. Box 54307, Durban, 
4000 

No Comment Received   

 

Dept of 
Transport 

Mr Roy Ryan 
033 355 

8600 
roy.ryan@kzntransport.gov

.za 

Private Bag X9043, 
Pietermaritzburg, 3200 

No Comment Received    

Dept of Water 
Affairs 

Mr Raj Phillip / 
Coleen 

Moonsami 

031 336 
2741/ Raj 
082 808 

9906  

philipr@dwa.gov.za 

P. O. Box 1018, Durban, 
4000 

No Comment Received    

Ezemvelo 
Dominic 
Wieners 

033 845 
1346 / 033 
845 1455  

wienersd@kznwildlife.com 

P. O. Box 13053, Cascades, 
3202 

Requested copy of the draft BAR   Draft BAR to be provided 

SANRAL Mr Casper 
Landman 

033 392 
8100 / 083 
283 6028 

landmanc@nra.co.za 

P.O. Box 100410, Scottsville, 
3209 

No objection to the proposed mast  

Eskom Roland Moore 
033 395 

3779 
MooreRM@eskom.co.za PO Box 5, Mkondeni, 3212 

No objection to the proposed mast  

Telkom  Kubeshni 
Govender 

031 363 
3495 

govenk12@telkom.co.za 

Private Bag X54326, Durban, 
4000 

No Comment Received    

Dept. of 
Cooperative 

Governance & 
Traditional 

Affairs 

Thulani 
Bhengu  

031 204 
1956 

(thulani) or 
033 395  

THULANI.BHENGU@kzncog
ta.gov.za  

Private Bag X54310, Durban, 
4000        Private Bag X9078, 

Pietermaritzburg, 3200 
No Comment Received   
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Dept. of 
Human 

Settlements 

 peter woolf  
Portia 

Myakayaka 

033 392 
6425 

 
PORTIA.MYAKAYAKA@kzn

dhs.gov.za 
peter.woolf@kzndhs.gov.z

a 
 
 

Private Bag X9152, 
Pietermaritzburg, 3200 

No Comment Received    

Umzumbe Local 
Municipality 

 

039 972 0005 

 
thulas@umzumbe.go.za 

 
PO Box 561, Hibberdene, 4220 
 

No Comment Received   

 
Ugu District 
Municipality 

Mr. D Naidoo 
 

dd.naidoo@ugu.gov.za 

 
PO Box 33, Port Shepstone, 
4240 
 

No Comment Received   
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The proponent, ATC, intends the construction of a new telecommunications mast and associated 

infrastructure at 351870 Mnamfu for the provision of consolidated coverage for wireless voice and data 

services to the surrounding area located within the Ulundi Local Municipality. The total extent of the 

proposed project area is approximately 10m x 10m. The project will consist of a new telecommunications 

mast and associated base station, while space for additional operators within the project area has been 

accommodated for. The proposed mast design is that of a 45m lattice mast as it will be most suited from a 

technical perspective as well as taking into account the surrounding environment. The proposed project will 

be situated on the grounds of the Bonginduna Primary School, portion 42 of farm no. 16459 Location No. 3. 

 

The KZN DAEA&RD requested that an Environmental Management Plan (EMP) be prepared for the 

proposed project, which addresses all phases of the proposed project, for submission to them [for approval]. 

The scope of environmental management described in this EMP pertains to the project as a whole and aims 

to integrate environmental planning, design, construction and operational activities on the site. 

The EMP has as its basis the recommendations listed in the Basic Assessment Report. It is important to note 

that the project and the implementation of environmental specifications is an on-going process that is 

dynamic in nature. This EMP forms part of the contractual obligation between the Contractor and the 

proponent, American Tower Corporation (ATC) 

. 
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Introduction 

Background and Brief Project Description 

The proposed project involves the construction of a new telecommunications mast and associated 

infrastructure at 351870 Mnamfu enabling wireless service providers to provide consolidated 

coverage for wireless voice and data services to the surrounding area located within the Ulundi 

Local Municipality. The total extent of the proposed project area is approximately 10m x 10m. The 

project will consist of a new telecommunications mast and associated infrastructure, while space 

for additional operators within the project area has been accommodated for. The proposed mast 

design is that of a 45m lattice mast as it will be most suited from a technical perspective as well as 

taking into account the surrounding environment. The proposed project will be situated on the 

grounds of the Bonginduna Primary School, portion 42 of farm no. 16459 Location No. 3, within the 

Umzumbe Local Municipality. 

 

Aims of the EMP 

The purpose of the EMP is to set environmental targets for the Contractor and reasonable 

standards against which the Contractor’s performance in this regard can be measured during 

construction. This document will form the basis for the environmental specifications that the 

Constructor is obliged to comply with during construction of the proposed project. This document 

will thus form a binding agreement between the Contractor and ATC. 

 

The EMP addresses issues in order to ensure that all environmental aspects are carefully 

considered and monitored and adverse impacts managed. It is important to note that the 

development and implementation of environmental specifications is on-going and the EMP is 

typically dynamic in nature. 

Contents of the EMP 

The EMP consists of the following sections: 

Chapter 1: Introduction:  This section includes the project background, aims of this EMP and 

describes the contents of this EMP. 
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Chapter 2: Administration and regulation of environmental obligations: This section identifies 

the proposed mechanisms for monitoring compliance with the EMP and reporting thereof. 

Chapter 3: Environmental Specifications: Construction Phase: This section includes 

environmental specifications relating to the construction phase of the project. 

Chapter 4: Environmental Specifications: Operational Phase: This section includes 

environmental specifications relating to the operational phase of the project. 

Chapter 5: Environmental Specifications: Decommissioning Phase: This section includes 

environmental specifications relating to the decommissioning of the site. 

Chapter 6: Emergency Response Plan: This section provides a summary of responses to 

emergency situations 
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Administration and regulation of environmental obligations 

Environmental Site Agent 

The Environmental Site Agent (ESA) is the person, appointed by the Contractor on behalf of the 

Applicant or the Environmental Consultant appointed on behalf of the Applicant, involved with the 

project and all projects within the operational region of the Contractor and who is responsible for 

the implementation of the environmental management plan. This person is therefore responsible 

for the environmental issues involved with the construction phase of the project. The ESA will be 

required to oversee a number of sites at any given time and is required to manage his/her time 

effectively to ensure that he/she fulfils his/her environmental obligations in respect of all sites. 

The ESA must be a person with adequate environmental knowledge to understand and implement 

this management plan. It is required that the ESA reports to the Applicant (ATC) irrespective of who 

appointed the ESA. The ESA has the authority to stop works if in his/her opinion there is a serious 

threat to or impact on the environment, caused directly from the construction operations. This 

authority is to be limited to emergency situations where consultation with the HOD Implementation 

and/or Property Supervisor and/or National Property Manager is not immediately available. In all 

such work stoppage situations, the ESA is to inform the HOD Implementation and/or Property 

Supervisor and/or National Property Manager of the reasons for the stoppage as soon as possible 

thereafter. 

Upon failure by the Contractor and/or his employees to show adequate consideration to the 

environmental aspects of this EMP, the ESA may recommend the suspension of works pending an 

investigation by the HOD Implementation and/or Property Supervisor and/or National Property 

Manager. 

Environmental Awareness Training for Site Personnel 

All Contractor teams involved in work on the project are to be briefed on their obligations towards 

environmental controls and methodologies in terms of this EMP prior to the commencement of 

work. The briefing will take the form of an onsite talk, when an RFQ (Request for Quotation) site 

survey is set up, and shall be demonstrated by the ESA. The education / awareness programme 

should be aimed at all levels of employees within the Contractor team. (See “Do’s and Don’ts” 

summary sheet). 
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On Site Communication Procedure 

Environmental Awareness Training for Site Personnel 

The Site Instruction book entries will be used for the recording of general site instructions as they 

relate to the work taking place on site. It will also be used for the issuing of stop work orders for the 

purposes of immediately halting any particular activities of the Contractor in lieu of the 

environmental risk that they may pose. 

Record Keeping 

All records relating to the implementation of this EMP must be kept on site; on the ATC Operating 

System and archived at an adequate archive facility where it is safe and can be retrieved easily. 

These records should be kept for two years and should at any time be available for scrutiny by any 

relevant authorities. 

Photographs 

It is recommended that photographs are taken on the site prior to, during and immediately after 

construction as a visual reference. These photographs should be stored with other records related 

to this EMP and on the ATC Operating System. If captured in digital format, hard copies must be 

kept with all other records relevant to the implementation of this EMP. In particular, the Contractor 

and ESA are responsible for taking photographs of the environmental aspects of environmentally 

sensitive areas for use in rehabilitation processes. 

Environmental Audit Report 

An Environmental Audit Report is a report completed by the ESA and signed off by the HOD 

Implementation and/or the Property Supervisor and/or National Property Manager, and then sent to 

the relevant authorities, by the ESA, stating the completion of the project and compliance with the 

EMP and conditions. 

Basic Rules of Conduct 

The following list represents the basic “Do’s and Don’ts” towards environmental awareness, which 

all participants in this project must consider whilst carrying out their tasks and duties. These are not 
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exhaustive and serve as a quick reference aid. NOTE: All new site personnel must attend an 

environmental awareness presentation. Please inform your foreman or manager if you have not 

attended such a presentation alternatively contact the ESA. 

 

DO: 

 Use the toilet facilities provided – report dirty or full facilities; 

 Clear your work areas of litter and building rubbish at the end of each day – use the waste 

bins provided and ensure that litter will not blow away; 

 Report all fuel or oil spills immediately and stop the spill continuing; 

 Dispose of cigarettes and matches carefully. (Littering is an offence); 

 Confine work and storage of equipment to the immediate work area and within the site 

boundary; 

 Where possible use a drip tray under vehicles and machinery and empty drip trays after 

rain and throw away where instructed; 

 Use all safety equipment and comply with all safety procedures; 

 Ensure a working fire extinguisher is immediately at hand if any “HOT WORK” is 

undertaken e.g. welding, grinding, gas cutting etc; 

 Try to avoid producing dust – wet dry ground and soil; 

 

DONT: 

 Make any fires; 

 Enter any fenced off or marked area; 

 Allow cement or cement bags to blow around; 

 Allow waste, litter, oils or foreign materials into the storm water channels; 

 Litter or leave food laying around; 

 Make loud noises around the site. Report or repair noisy vehicles 

 Damage or cut down any trees or plants without permission. 
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Internal Review and Auditing 

The Contractor and ESA shall establish an internal review procedure to monitor the progress and 

implementation of the EMP during the construction phase. All audits will be signed off by the HOD 

Implementation and/or Property Supervisor and/or National Property Manager. 

 

Where necessary, and upon the recommendation of the ESA and/or the Contractor, procedures 

that require modification will be changed to improve the efficiency of the EMP. All modifications to 

the EMP shall be approved by the Department before; if possible, any changes or adjustments to 

the EMP are implemented. Any material changes or adjustments to the EMP shall be registered 

accordingly on ATC’s operating system. Adjustment and update of the original EMP document is 

not required when these ad hoc changes are made. 

 

At the conclusion of the project an environmental audit report shall be compiled by the ESA, and 

signed off by HOD Implementation and/or Property Supervisor and/or National Property Manager 

and submitted to the Department by the ESA. This report shall be compiled by the ESA, in 

collaboration with the Contractor and/or the Environmental Consultant and/or the Applicant. It shall, 

as a minimum, outline the implementation of the EMP during the construction phase, and highlight 

any problems and issues that arose during the construction period to report, on a formal basis, the 

lessons learnt from this project. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SPECIFICATIONS: CONSTRUCTION 

PHASE 

Site Demarcation 

The “site” refers to the total area where the contract will take place and any other area reasonably 

required by the Contractor to undertake the construction activities in order to fulfil the contract. 

Areas where construction is prohibited are referred to as ‘no-go’ areas. ‘No-go’ areas identified on 

site include all areas outside of the footprint of the base station as well as environmentally sensitive 

sites. The environmental sensitivity of the area should be ascertained and then the position and 

orientation of the BTS site as per the approved drawings should be pegged out. ‘No-go’ areas 

should be demarcated to prevent environmental degradation thereto. This responsibility rests with 

the ESA and/or the Contractor. 

 

The Contractor shall be responsible for any clean-up and/or rehabilitation of all areas impacted 

outside the site and within the ‘no-go’ areas. 

Construction Facilities 

Construction Camp 

Construction crews may not stay on site overnight unless special permission has been obtained 

from the landowner. In the event that the landowner has given such permission, the position of the 

construction camp shall be agreed by the ESA and Contractor. 

Toilet Facilities 

The Contractor shall provide suitable sanitary arrangements (chemical toilets), which shall be located within 

the construction camp and/or in the construction footprint (where applicable) of the BTS. The siting of toilets 

shall be done in consultation with the ESA to ensure ease of access. Where required, toilet/s shall be secured 

to prevent them blowing over. 

 

The Contractor shall be responsible for ensuring that all ablution facilities are maintained in a clean and 

sanitary condition to the satisfaction of the ESA. The Contractor shall provide toilet paper. The Contractor 
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shall appoint a suitable sub-contractor to empty toilets on a regular basis. The sub-contractor and Contractor 

shall ensure that there is no spillage when the chemical toilets are cleaned and that the contents are properly 

removed from site.  

 

The Contractor shall be responsible for enforcing the use of these facilities. Performing ablutions outside of 

established toilet facilities is strictly prohibited. 

Water Provision 

The Contractor shall be responsible for ensuring that there is access to clean drinking water for all 

employees on site. The use of water in rivers, dams, ponds etc. as drinking water is strictly 

forbidden. 

General Aesthetics 

All construction areas must be kept neat and tidy at all times. Different materials and equipment 

must be kept in designated areas and storing/stockpiling shall be kept orderly. 

Site Clearing 

Vegetation Clearing 

Before clearing of vegetation, the Contractor shall ensure that all litter and non-organic material is 

removed from the area to be cleaned. All vegetation that may not be removed must be clearly 

identified and demarcated. Where the surrounding flora is required to be protected from traffic, the 

entire construction area should be fenced off with a temporary 1.8m fence. The fence should be 

removed upon completion of construction. This responsibility rests with the Contractor and the 

ESA. The use of herbicides is prohibited. 

 

Site Access 

All access to and from the BTS shall be on demarcated roads (where possible). The route for 

permanent access to the site shall be determined prior to construction, and shall be pegged out 

accordingly. Photographs shall be taken indicating the route detail. Rehabilitation of secondary 



Environmental Management Plan for American Tower Corporation  

    

    

    

  page - 3 - 

American Tower Corporation   

roads must be conducted by the Contractor. No machinery may disturb any vegetation along side 

any road. 

Trenching 

All trenching must be completed in such a manner as to limit damage to the surrounding 

environment. If required in the authorisation, trenching is to be done by hand. 

Materials Handling and Storage 

Handling 

The Contractor shall ensure that all suppliers and their delivery drivers are aware of procedures 

and restrictions in terms of this EMP. The Contractor (and suppliers) shall ensure that all materials 

are appropriately secured to ensure safe passage between destinations. Loads shall have 

appropriate cover to prevent spillage from the vehicle during transit. The Contractor shall be 

responsible for any clean-up resulting from the failure by his employees or suppliers to properly 

secure transported materials. The Contractor shall ensure that delivery drivers are supervised 

during offloading. 

Storage of Construction Materials 

The Contractor shall ensure that areas for storage of construction materials are determined in consultation with 

the ESA and adequately demarcated. All construction materials including but not limited to building material 

shall be stored on such demarcated areas. 

Storage of Equipment 

Drip trays shall be provided for stationary plant (such as compressors, pumps, generators etc.) and for “parked” 

plant (e.g. mechanised equipment). 
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Refuelling and Maintenance 

Refuelling 

Where reasonably practicable, plant and vehicles shall be refuelled using suitable equipment (e.g. funnels) and 

the necessary drip trays. 

Maintenance 

All vehicles and equipment shall be kept in good working order and serviced regularly. Leaking equipment 

shall be removed from the site. All maintenance of equipment and vehicles shall be performed off site. No 

washing of plant and equipment shall be undertaken on site. 

Accidental Leaks and Spills 

The Contractor shall ensure that his employees are aware of the procedure to be followed for 

dealing with spills and leaks. Any accidental leak or spill of fuel, oil or any other hazardous 

substance must be reported immediately to the ESA to ensure that the best remediation method is 

quickly implemented. 

 

In the event of a hydro-carbon spill, the source of the spillage shall be isolated and the spillage 

contained. The area shall be cordoned off and secured. The Contractor shall ensure that there is 

always a supply of absorbent material readily available to absorb / breakdown spills. 

 

The Contractor shall be liable to arrange for professional service providers to clear the area 

affected by the spill, if required.  

Waste Management 

Solid Waste 

Solid waste includes all construction waste (cement bags, tags, wrapping materials, cans, wire, 

nails, etc.) and surplus food, food packaging, organic waste etc. The Contractor shall be 

responsible for the establishment of a solid waste control and removal system that is acceptable to 

the ESA in order to prevent the spread of waste in, and beyond, the construction area. An 
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integrated waste management approach shall be used, based on the principles of waste 

minimisation, reduction, and reuse and recycling of materials. Containers for glass, paper, metals 

and plastics shall be provided, if sufficient solid waste is generated. The construction camp area (if 

applicable) is particularly suited for this purpose. 

 

The Contractor shall provide vermin and weatherproof bins (with lids) of sufficient number and 

capacity to store solid waste produced on a daily basis. The lids shall be kept firmly on the bins at 

all times. Bins shall be located in areas where there is a concentration of labour and shall be easily 

accessible. Bins shall be emptied regularly as required, preferably every second day. The general 

cleanliness of the site shall form part of the ESA inspections. 

 

All solid waste may be temporarily stored on site in a demarcated area, which meets the 

satisfaction of the ESA. All solid waste shall be disposed of offsite at a licensed landfill site. The 

stockpiling of construction rubble, cut vegetation or other material shall only be permitted in areas 

approved by the ESA. No waste material or litter shall be burnt or buried on site. 

 

Erosion Control 

The Contractor shall, as an ongoing exercise, provide erosion control to the satisfaction of the ESA. 

During construction, the Contractor shall protect areas susceptible to erosion by installing 

necessary temporary and permanent draining works as soon as possible.  

 

Any runnels or erosion channels developed during the construction period shall be backfilled and 

compacted, and the areas restored to an acceptable condition (as determined by the ESA). 

Stabilisation of cleared areas to prevent and control erosion shall be actively managed.  

 

During construction, the Contractor shall implement measures to prevent the migration of materials 

(fines) from the construction site into river courses, drainage lines, storm water and sewerage 

systems.  

Fire Control 

No fires shall be allowed on site. At least one 12.5kg type ABC (all purpose) fire extinguisher shall 

be kept on the construction site. 
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Protection of Natural Features, Flora and Fauna 

Protection of Natural Features 

The Contractor shall not deface, paint, damage or mark any natural features outside the site for 

any purpose unless agree beforehand with the ESA. The Contractor shall not permit his employees 

to make use of any natural water sources situated on or near the site for purposes of swimming, 

personal washing and/or the washing of machinery or clothes. 

Protection of Flora 

The removal, damage or disturbance of flora, fauna or avifauna is forbidden. The clearing of 

vegetation within the construction area shall be undertaken in accordance with that specified in 

section 3.3.1. 

 

The Contractor shall be familiar with any Ordinances, Acts, By-laws and/or regulations pertaining to 

the protection of natural features, flora and fauna on site. Where applicable, the Contractor shall 

apply for the necessary permits prior to removing any plants listed in the relevant schedules 

promulgated in terms of the legislation. 

Protection of Fauna 

The Contractor shall ensure that no hunting, trapping, shooting, poisoning or other disturbance of 

any fauna takes place. The feeding of wild animals is prohibited. No domestic pets or livestock are 

permitted on site. 

Protection of Heritage and Cultural Features 

The Contractor shall not, without a permit issued by the relevant heritage resources authority, 

destroy damage, excavate, alter, deface or otherwise disturb archaeological finds. Archaeological 

finds can take the form of buried walls, old bottles, porcelain fragments, earthenware fragments, 

accumulations of bone and ash dumps. 

 

If any archaeological or paleontological artefacts and/or human burials or remains are uncovered 

during construction, work in the vicinity of the find shall cease. The Contractor shall immediately 
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notify the HOD Implementation and/or Property Supervisor and/or National Property Manager, who 

shall contact the South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA). The Contractor will be 

required to abide by the specifications as set out by SAHRA or the heritage specialist appointed to 

investigate the find or burial. 

Dust Control 

The Contractor shall ensure that the generation of dust is minimised and shall implement a dust 

control programme to maintain a safe working environment, minimise nuisance and protect 

damage to natural vegetation. 

 

The Contractor shall ensure that all exposed soil and material stockpiles are adequately protected 

against the wind. Where possible, dust suppression shall take place by way of spraying.  

Noise Control 

The Contractor shall be familiar with and adhere to, any local by-laws and regulations regarding the 

generation of noise and hours of operation. Working hours shall be confined to the hours as 

stipulated in the Environmental Approval. The Contractor shall be held responsible for any 

complaints received from the department and/or public with respect to any contravention of agreed 

noise conditions. 

Cement 

Cement and concrete mixing directly on the ground shall not be allowed. Where possible; ready 

mix concrete shall be utilised in all site construction. Mixing of cement, if applicable, shall take 

place on impermeable surfaces to the satisfaction of the ESA. 

 

Unused cement bags shall be stored out of the rain where they will not be affected by run-off. Used 

(empty) cement bags shall be collected and stored in weatherproof containers to prevent 

windblown cement dust and water contamination. Used cement bags shall not be used for any 

other purpose and shall be disposed of on a regular basis via the solid waste management system. 
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All excess concrete shall be removed from site on completion of concrete works and disposed of at 

a licensed landfill site. Washing of the excess concrete or washing of concrete pump trucks into the 

ground is prohibited. 

Mast Colour 

The colour of the mast will as per the DCA specifications. 

Complaints Register 

The ESA shall have accessible on the construction site a complaints register in terms of which all 

complaints received from interested and affected parties shall be recorded. The Complaints 

register shall be kept on site for the duration of construction activities and all complaints received 

shall be reported to the ESA. 

Site Rehabilitation and Landscaping 

On completion of the project, the Contractor shall ensure that all structures, equipment, materials, 

waste, rubble, notice boards and temporary fences used during the construction operation are 

removed with minimum damage to the surrounding area. The Contractor shall clean and clear the 

site to the satisfaction of the ESA. 

 

In the case of accidental spills of oils, the affected soils shall be dug out and removed from the site 

for disposal at a licensed hazardous waste site and replaced with fresh topsoil. 

 

Rehabilitation shall especially focus on all scarred and open areas, in order to reduce visual 

impacts as a result of the construction phase. Stored topsoil, if applicable, shall be used for 

rehabilitation purposes. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SPECIFICATIONS: OPERATIONAL 

PHASE 

The following responsibilities will be met to prevent negative environmental impacts: 

 Providing a budget for maintenance; 

 Maintaining all approved infrastructure in good working order to effectively fulfill its intended purpose 

and to prevent negative environmental impacts; 

 Not construct any additional buildings, infrastructure etc. contrary to the approved Environmental 

Authorization, without performing an environmental impact assessment to evaluate alternatives and 

environmental impacts; 

 To immediately remedy any factors that contribute to negative environmental impacts; 

 To do an annual environmental audit and to have the results in writing available at the administration 

offices of ATC. 

Maintenance 

Procedure to be followed to ensure the high standards of appearance and quality are maintained on 

the BTS sites to ensure that environmental issues are adequately addressed and that BTS sites are 

effectively maintained. 

 

1. All BTS sites must be maintained and cleaned as per the schedule set by the Field 

Maintenance Supervisor responsible; 

2. The items that must be checked will be as per the list below and as reflected in detail in the 

Site Maintenance Report and Statement of Work reference documentation; 

a. Fence and Gate: Secure and rust treat as necessary; 

b. Signage: Check all signs as per the BTS Site Infrastructure Specification; 

c. Terrain: 

i. Clean and de-weed inside and outside the BTS site and clean a 1m 

perimeter area around the fence. In areas susceptible to soil erosion, cut 

weed perimeter in such a way as to protect soil from erosion; 

ii. De-weed invasive vegetation in the surrounding area of the BTS site; 
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iii. Check for any rubble that could have accumulated from previous 

maintenance work or during the BTS site build and remove and dump and a 

registered waste disposal site. 

d. Equipment Room: De-rust, wash walls and floor and dust interior; 

e. BTS Cabinet: Replace filter 

f. Container: Replace blown fluorescent lights (discard used lights in safe manner to 

ensure no mercury exposure), clean roof and cut away branches hanging over the 

site; 

g. Air Conditioner: Wash, dry and seal; 

h. Mast Navigation Lights: Replace blown globes 

i. Mast: Check foundation, bolts, bolt torque, cable tray, cage and contact specialist to 

remove nests; 

j. Road: Check condition i.e. check for signs of soil erosion, potholes and general 

sturdiness; 

k. Power Source: Check condition i.e. still safe and insulated; 

l. Maintenance Waste: All waste generated from the maintenance work must be 

removed from the area and disposed of at an approved landfill. 

 

3. Invasive vegetation can easily be recognized as it is found in the immediate vicinity 

surrounding the site, but does not grow in the natural environment in the surrounding area. 

Normally the seeds of invasive vegetation are brought in an area with sand used during BTS 

site construction. Every effort must be made to remove invasive vegetation before it 

produces seeds. 

 

4. In non-environmentally sensitive areas, ATC approved weed killers may be used, under 

controlled conditions, to minimize weed growth. Soil erosion must be considered and 

prevented prior to using any weed killers. 

 

5. Problems or non-compliance, such as poor road maintenance or erosion, mast paint peeling 

and poor mast condition, must be reported immediately. The necessary corrective action 

must be implemented to rectify the situation. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SPECIFICATIONS: 

DECOMMISSIONING PHASE 

The objective to provide guidelines is to prevent structures being left to deteriorate. Therefore it is imperative 

that non-functional structures are removed as soon as possible and the area is rehabilitated. If non-functional 

structures are no longer required, it must be maintained as if it is in use to prevent the environmental 

degradation of the area. 

The Applicant will be responsible for the following: 

 Removal of the construction building rubble to a suitable licensed disposal facility; 

 Ensuring that suitable arrangements are made to protect the environment against long term negative 

impacts; 

 Minimize negative visual impacts; 

 Maintain the storm water channels in a working condition; 

 Clean up contaminants of the environment; 

 Prevent erosion through regular monitoring and rehabilitation of degraded areas. 

Procedure 

Procedure to be followed when decommissioning a BTS site. 

1. A Work Authorization must be issued by the Planning and Optimization Division instructing 

the Implementation Division to decommission a particular site. In most cases, there will be a 

replacement BTS site issued at the same time. This may involve more than one BTS site to 

achieve the same coverage, largely depending on the site location and the Planning 

Engineer; 

2. The BTS site will only be decommissioned once the replacement site has been activated 

(this is preferred, but not always possible), otherwise the replacement site must have at least 

been approved by the Property division and an instruction to proceed with the replacement 

BTS site build has been given to the Implementation Division; 

3. When the site is decommissioned, the following areas should be considered as detailed 

further below: 

a. Slab and concrete work; 

b. Tower;  
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c. Antennas; 

d. Feeder System; 

e. Fencing and Guardrails; 

f. Container; 

g. Site Rehabilitation; 

h. Dumping 

i. Power connection to be disconnected 

Slab and Concrete Work 

4. All the concrete, cement and reinforcing on site must be removed and disposed of in a 

Registered dump by the Contractor. All land must be filled with landfill and compacted as 

necessary. (Refer to owners requirements). If the landlord agrees, the concrete, cement and 

reinforcing can remain as is. 

5. All stone or site fill must be removed and disposed of in an approved landfill by the 

Contractor. 

Tower 

6. The tower must be dismantled in a controlled manner and transported to the original tower 

manufacturer for inspection. The tower must be inspected for conformance to the current 

ATC specification. If the tower meets ATC’s current tower specifications it must be packed 

for redistribution to another BTS site. 

7. If the tower does not meet ATC’s current tower specification it must be sent to the central 

warehouse or a location specified by the warehouse. The tower will then be retained until it 

can be removed (depreciated) from the asset register and sold as scrap metal. 

8. All accessories associated with the tower such as booms, antenna poles, cat ladders, cables 

etc must be inspected and returned to the central warehouse for inspection, packaging and 

redistribution to another BTS site. 

9. All antennas shall be returned to the warehouse for testing to ensure that they still meet the 

manufacturer’s specification. The central warehouse will identify whether they are on ATC’s 

accepted antenna list. If so, they will be placed back in stock and redistributed to another 

BTS site. 

10. If the antenna is not on ATC’s current accepted antenna list, it will be sent to the central 

warehouse until it is removed from the asset register (depreciated) and scrapped. 

11. Antenna brackets will be returned to the central warehouse for inspection and redistribution. 

Feeder System 
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12. Connectors will be cut off the feeder cable, the open ends will be weather sealed, rolled and 

sent to the central warehouse for inspection, evaluation and redistribution. 

13. The warehouse will dispose of unusable feeder cable according to the approved disposal 

procedure. 

14. All feeder brackets and clamps must be packed and sent to the central warehouse for 

distribution. 

15. Earthing materials must be returned to the central warehouse for redistribution or disposal. 

Waterproofing should be disposed of by the Contractor in an approved landfill. 

Fencing and Guardrails 

16. All fencing must be removed in a controlled manner for reuse. Concrete must be removed 

and dumped in an approved landfill by the Contractor. 

17. Gates and access ways must be returned to the central warehouse for inspection and 

redistributed to another BTS site. 

18. All electric fencing must be removed and returned to the central warehouse for inspection 

and redistribution. 

Container 

19. The container must be stripped of all equipment, returned to the manufacturer for inspection 

and refurbished if necessary. The container is then redistributed to another BTS site, 

preferably in the same region. 

20. All other equipment must be sent to the Central Warehouse for evaluation and redistribution, 

if applicable. 

21. All the equipment above must go through acceptance testing as per the acceptance 

procedure relating to that specific piece of equipment. 

Site Rehabilitation 

22. The BTS site, access roads and any trenches must be rehabilitated, conforming to ISO 

standards and to a level accepted by both the ESA and the landlord and must meet legal 

obligations that may be imposed or apply to that particular BTS site. 

Dumping 

23. No Contractor or Sub-contractor will dispose of any (dump) material or product without the 

approval from the responsible ESA. 

24. All materials or products must be disposed of in the correct manner, in approved dumping 

site by the Contractor or Sub-Contractor. ATC must ensure that this procedure is followed 

for all sites decommissioned. 

Records 
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Records of such decommissioning shall be kept electronically on the ATC Operating System. 
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EMERGENCY RESPONSE PLAN 

The objective of this section is to provide a brief summary of options available to the ESA. 

The details of the design will reside with the designers, but cognizance should be taken of the 

design philosophy and key aspects given in the guidelines to problem solving given below. 

Typical remedial work options 

The following table is provided to assist the Contractor and ESA with problem solving:  

 

Observation or Event Action by ESA Action by Contractor 

Spillage of diesel or 

hydrocarbons on soil 

Report to ESA and continue 

observations. 

Also check: 

 That the source causing the 

spillage is 

decommissioned, and that 

the affected area is isolated 

to prevent spreading of the 

hazardous substance 

Action will be required asap by following 

the next steps: 

 Dig down into the soil to see how 

far down the pollution has penetrated; 

 If penetration is less than 300mm: 

a. Turn the soil over to expose it to 

the air: 

b. Apply Mono Ammonium 

Phosphate (MAP) at a rate of 58gr/m
2
 to 

the dug up soil 

c. Water enough to keep the soil 

moist 

 If penetration is greater than 

300mm: 

a. Remove the affected soil and spread 

in a layer not more than 300mm 

thick; 

b. Apply MAP at a rate of 50gr/m
2
 

c. Water enough to keep the soil moist 

 Repeat the above steps every 6 

weeks or until the soil is clean 

General Surface 

Erosion  

Report to ESA and continue 

observations. 

Also check: 

 In respect of erosion of 

roads that all vehicular 

Action will be required asap: 

 Implement erosion protection works at 

identified problem areas; 

 Implement remedial works to be done 

at affected areas in order to restore the 
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movement is restricted to 

the existing access routes 

to prevent criss-crossing of 

tracks through undisturbed 

areas. 

area to its previous or better status. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 


