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AECOM 

Waterside Place, South Gate, Tyger Waterfront 
Carl Cronje Drive, Bellville 
7535, South Africa 
T +27-21-950-7500 
aecom.com 
 
To whom it may concern 

SUBJECT: THE PROPOSED ESKOM CUPRUM BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM 

(BESS) PROJECT, ESKOM CUPRUM SUBSTATION, COPPERTON, NORTHERN CAPE 

PROVINCE. 

The findings and recommendations as stipulated in the Aquatic verification, Avifauna Impact 

Assessment and Ecological reports for the above mentioned project, dated 04th of June 2021, 

are still valid. 

 

Regards, 

 

 
 

Johannes Maree (Pr.Sci.Nat) 

Ecologist 

MSc & MBA 

Cell: 082 564 1211 
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To whom it may concern 

SUBJECT: THE PROPOSED ESKOM CUPRUM BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM 

(BESS) PROJECT, ESKOM CUPRUM SUBSTATION, COPPERTON, NORTHERN CAPE 

PROVINCE. 

The findings and recommendations as stipulated in the Archaeological and Heritage Impact 

Assessment report for the above mentioned project, dated 04th of June 2021, are still valid. 

 

Regards, 

 

 
 

Trust Mlilo, PhD Cand, MA. (Archaeology) 

Archaeologist 

Cell: 067 217 4511 

E-Mail: heritage@sativatec.co.za 
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        Prof Francois Durand 

        PO Box 31517 

        Totiusdal 

        0134 

        francois.karst@yahoo.com 

        083 235 7855 

 

        1 August 2021 

To whom it may concern 

RE Palaeontological Desktop Study for the proposed development of a Battery 

Energy Storage System (BESS) and associated infrastructure at the Cuprum 

Substation located within Copperton, near the town of Prieska, Northern Cape 

Province 

The findings and reccommendations as stipulated in the Palaeontological Desktop 

Study for this project, written on 16 May 2021, are still valid. 

Regards 

 
Prof. J.F. Durand (Sci.Nat.) 
BSc Botany & Zoology (RAU), BSc Zoology (WITS), Diploma in Museology (UP),  
Higher Education Diploma (RAU), PhD Palaeontology (WITS) 
 

mailto:francois.karst@yahoo.com








16 MacDonald Road 
Woodside, Westville 
KZN, 3629 
Cell: 084 695 1648 
robyn@cossypha.co.za 

 

Cossypha Ecological   |   16 MacDonald Road, Woodside, Westville KZN, 3629   |   Cell: 084 695 1648   |   Email: robyn@cossypha.co.za  

04 August 2022 
 
Attention: Andrea Siebritz 
AECOM 
Email: Andrea.Siebritz@aecom.com 
 
 
 
Dear Andrea 
 

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT OF A BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM (BESS) AND ASSOCIATED 
INFRASTRUCTURE AT THE CUPRUM SUBSTATION LOCATED AT COPPERTON, NORTHERN CAPE 

 
Cossypha Ecological was appointed in 2021 to undertake an Animal Species (Avifauna) Assessment for the 
environmental process (Basic Assessment) required for the Application for an Environmental Authorisation (EA) 
for the for the installation of a 70 Mega Watt, 280 Mega Watt hour Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) and 
associated infrastructure at the Cuprum Substation in Copperton, near Prieska in the Northern Cape. 
 
Summary and Validity of Findings 

The field survey was undertaken on the 2nd of June 2021 where aspects pertaining to avifauna such as current 
land use of the site and immediate surrounds, current ecological state of habitats on site, the potential for 
terrestrial avifaunal species of conservation concern (SCC) to inhabit the site, ecological drivers, functioning and 
processes within the study area, and significant landscape features, ecological corridors and landscape 
connectivity, were assessed. 
 
The on-site inspection confirmed that the site is mostly degraded and has been modified and disturbed by past 
and present human activities. The site supports very limited natural vegetation that serves as suitable avifaunal 
habitat, which is likely only used by birds as transient habitat. The site experiences regular disturbance due to 
the nature of the land use and proximity to the activities in the surrounding landscape. Habitat connectivity with 
the surrounding natural areas is limited. It is the opinion of the specialist therefore that the site is of Low 
sensitivity for the Animal (Avifauna) Species Theme, and the impacts on avifauna will be minimal. The report 
therefore serves as a Terrestrial Animal Species Compliance Statement, and impact management actions and 
monitoring recommendations for inclusion in the EMPr have been added. The report concludes that the project 
may be authorised subject to the recommendations in the EMPr being adhered to. 
 
It is understood that the previous Application for EA was rejected due to an administrative error and a new 
application is now needed. This letter serves to confirm that the findings of the study are still valid as the work 
was undertaken relatively recently (within the last five 14 months) and it is unlikely that anything has changed 
significantly within the study area.  
 
I trust you will find the above in order. Please contact me should you have any queries. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
___________________ 
Robyn Phillips 
Terrestrial Ecologist for Cossypha Ecological 


