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DEPARTMENT OF SPORTS, ARTS AND CULTURE

NO. 2749 18 November 2022

AN AGENCY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF SPORTS, ARTS AND CULTURE

SOUTH AFRICAN HERITAGE RESOURCES AGENCY

DECLARATION OF THE BOOMPLAATS ROCK ENGRAVING SITE COMPLEX
SITUATED ON FARMS BOOMPLAATS 24 JT & BOOMPLAATS 29 JT LYDENBURG;
MPUMALANGA AS A NATIONAL HERITAGE SITE

By virtue of the powers vested in the South African Heritage Resources Agency, in terms of
section 27 (5) of the National Heritage Resources Act (No. 25 of 1999), SAHRA hereby
declares the Boomplaats Rock Engraving Site Complex situated on Farms Boomplaats 24
JT & Boomplaats 29 JT; Lydenburg, Mpumalanga as a National Heritage Site.

Statement of Significance

The Boomplaats rock engraving complex contains the most significant collection of rock
engravings made by pre-colonial Later Iron Age farming communities in South Africa and
serves as an invaluable historic record of a deep-rooted cultural identity associated with the
landscape. This identity survives to the present day where local descendants of the Later
Iron Age farmers identify with the site. The site also has significant potential to be developed
for tourism and to serve as a place where this rich cultural heritage can be dispersed to
visitors. Boomplaats was the first site of its kind to be recorded more than a century ago and
has been at the centre of scientific research for this type of archaeological site ever since,
greatly contributing towards our understanding of Later Iron Age farmer communities’ social
organisation, and also served to corroborate interpretations of researchers regarding Later
Iron Age settlement layout and function, serving as a window into the world of the BaKoni.
These socio-cultural, historic, and scientific research values, along with the stunning
aesthetic value of the engravings, coupled to their fine state of preservation, bestow on
Boomplaats a site significance of national importance.

Schedule

The demarcation of the site is as follows:
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