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REPUBLIEK VAN SUID-AFRIKA 

PROVINSIALE AOMINISTRASIE 
VAN DIE KAAP DIE GOEIE ~IOOP 

Hoofdirektoraat van Natuur
en Omgewingsbewaring 

Telegramadres: Natuur 

Ons H~er 
Our file KNO 16/29 

Andries Vosloo Koedoereservaat 
Privaatsak 1006 
GRAHAMSTAD 
6140 

The Regional Representative 
National Monuments Council 
POBox 599 
Grahamstown 
6140 . 

Attention: Mr A Li1JLLl 

Dear Sir 

DOUBLE DRIFT FORT 
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REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 

PROVINCIAL ADMINISTRATION 
OF THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE 

Chief Directorate of Nature and 
Environmental Conservation 

Telegraphic Address: Natuur 

Telefoon 
Telephone 0461-27909 

Andries Vosloo Kudu Reserve 
Private Bag 1006 
GRAHAMSTOWN 
6140 

26 September 1990 

site today, 
preservation 
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May I urge that consideration be given to this Fort with respect 
to implementing measures in order to prevent the possible 
collapsing, to lesser or greater degree, of the structure in the 
foreseeable future. 

Envisaged is the installation of wall braces or collars to 
prevent further crack widening and deterioration, but this will 
be entirely subject to a Structural Engineers recommendations. 

Any consideration which you are able to give to this case will be 
appreciated. 

Y?urs fa;~Y 

B FIKE ~\ 
OFFICER-IN-CHARGE 

1 3 ~iO- 1990 
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RAAD VIR NASIONALE GEDENKWAARDIGHEDE * NATIONAL MONUMENTS COUNCIL 

TO: Architect North 

REF: 9/2/003/24 

MEMORA1\1DUM 

--------

FROM: Regional Manager 
Eastern Cape 

---_._-----_._-------_. 

DATE: 8 December 1992 

SUBJECT: FORT DOUBLE DRIFT, ANDRIES VOSLOO KUDU RESERVE, ALBANY DISTRICT 

1. My apologies for infringeing on your time and asking advice, yet 
again. 

2. Attached please find photographs of the above fort. 

3. This complex was erected by the Military Garrison in the mid 
nineteenth century. It is built of local stone. The complex is 
effectively ruined. The fort lies about two hundred metres from 
the Great Fish River and is occasionally covered by flood waters 
which accounts for much of the damage. 

4. Officials of the CPA Nature Reserve Conservation Department have 
expressed concern about the future of the tower which is in a state 
of near collapse and appears to be moving outwards as can be Judged 
from the photographs. 

5. CPA officials have expressed the opinion that metal braces or cables 
around the tower may preserve its future for the time being. 

6. opinion on the above matter would be highly appreciated. 



NATIONAL MONUMENTS COUNCIL 

ARCHITECT NORTH 

INTERNAL MEMORANDUM 

TO: Manager: Eastern 

FROM: Architect North 

REF: 9/2/00:3/24 DATE: 1£1 ,January 1993 

RE: FORT DOUBLE DR.IFT, ANDIHES VOSLOO KUDU RESERVE, ALBANY DISTRJCT 

1 Your internal memorandum of B December 1992 refers. 

2 From the photographs and description provided (and in the absence of a 
site visit and any more detailed information) 1 would agree that some 
form of metal brae or cables would help to stabilise the tower, 
albeit until such time as the tower can be proper restored. 

3 Careful consideration HiLt have to be given to the manner in which this 
is done, The braces will have to be adequately constructed to ensure 
a useful Ii I assume that the full restoration of the tower 
does not priori a,nd it is that these Htemporary" 
braces should be desi to have a substantial life-span in the order 
of 10-15 years. The mariller in which the braces are installed will also 
have to be carefully considered to avoid further damage to the tower. 

4 that a structural who is familiar with the 
of old buildings be consulted for an appropriate 

solution and the necessary detai 1s - an engineer employed by 
the CPA. 

5 My OIHl intuitive approach \Alouid be to form corner brackets of two 
ths of iron joined with short iron cleats and with web 

stiffeuers of flat (see sketch attached), Round steel bar - say 
20 mm diameter could be used as the tension elements with both ends 
threaded to allow for ti Some sort of "packing" would have to 
be prov hIed be tween the steel angle and the stone to take up any 
unevenness in the wall surface. 

6 I would be interested to see the final solution that is adopted. 
the above j of some use to you. 

WILLIAM A MAR.TINSON 

WAM/aa 

ANOlf094 , 


