
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
22 February 2012  

 

 
Dear Stakeholder  
 

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC MEETING HELD ON 11 FEBRUARY 2012  
TO REVIEW THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL SCOPING REPORT FOR SYLVANIA 
FOR THE PROPOSED EVEREST NORTH PLATINUM  MINE PROJECT, 
MPUMALANGA PROVINCE  
 

A public meeting was held at Bosfontein primary school in Bosfontein, Lydenburg 

Mpumalanga on 11 February 2012  in terms of the National Environmental Management 

Act, Act No. 107 of 1998 (NEMA). Invitees included the relevant authorities, directly 

affected farming communities, neighbouring businesses and other interested groups. The 

objectives of this meeting were as follows:  

 Review the content of the draft Scoping Report; 

 Provide company and project information;  

 Allow opportunity for comment and gather issues and concerns;  

 Open communication channels; 

 Use issues and comments to guide specialist studies and; 

 Form constructive partnerships with relevant parties. 

 

Included, please find a copy of the minutes for your perusal and comment. Kindly review 

these minutes and submit comments by no later than 2 March 2012.  

Should no comments be received, these minutes will be regarded as a true reflection of 

the meeting. 
 
Comments can be forwarded to:   
Kabelo Mphake 
Digby Wells Environmental  

Private Bag X 10046, Randburg, 2125, South Africa 
Tel: +27 11 789 9495 or Fax: +27 86 515 5319  
Email: kabelo@digbywells.com  
Physical: 359 Pretoria Avenue, Fern Isle, Section 5, Randburg, 2125 
Post: Private Bag X10046, Randburg, 2125  
 
Digby Wells would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your participation in this 

project.  

 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Kabelo Mphake 
Public Participation Practitioner 

mailto:kabelo@digbywells.com
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DRAFT MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC MEETING HELD ON                 
11 FEBRUARY 2012 TO REVIEW THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL 

SCOPING REPORT FOR SYLVANIA FOR THE PROPOSED 
EVEREST NORTH PLATINUM MINE PROJECT, MPUMALANGA 

PROVINCE  

 

 

DATE: SATURDAY, 11 FEBRUARY 2012 

TIME: 09H10 – 12H30 

VENUE: BOSFONTEIN PRIMARY SCHOOL, LYDENBURG, 

MPUMALANGA  
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1 ATTENDEES AND INTRODUCTION 

 
A register of all the attendees at the meeting is presented in Appendix 1. The details 

of the public consultation team and applicant are presented in Table 1 below. 

   

Table 1: Attendees at the Meeting  

Name Company 

Ms Anelle Lotter (AL)  Digby Wells - Facilitator  

Mr Johan Hayes (JH) Digby Wells - Project Manager  

Mr Kabelo Mphake (KM)  Digby Wells - Public Participation 

Practitioner and Translator  

Mr Albert Jordaan (AJ) Sylvania Platinum – Project Manager 

Ms Robyn Mellett (RM) Aquarius Platinum (SA)  – Group 

Environmental Consultant 

 

2 OBJECTIVES  

The objectives of the meeting were to:  

 Review the content of the draft Scoping Report; 

 Provide company and project information;  

 Allow opportunity for comment and gather issues and concerns;  

 Open communication channels; 

 Use issues and comments to guide specialist studies and; 

 Form constructive partnerships with relevant parties. 

3 PRESENTATION  

During the meeting, Digby Wells Environmental (Digby Wells) presented a summary of 

the information which is reflected in points 3.1 to 3.5. A summary of the presentations 

made by Mr Simon Choma senior and junior is reflected in Table 2. The presentation was 

conducted in English and Sepedi.  

3.1 Environmental Impact Assessment Process 

AL briefly explained that Digby Wells has been appointed as the independent 

environmental consultant by Sylvania Platinum (Sylvania) to compile the necessary 

documents and undertake the required environmental and public participation processes 

in support of the environmental authorisations which are required for a Mining Right for 
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the proposed Everest North platinum mine which will be located approximately 12.5 Km 

for the existing Everest South platinum mine in the Thaba Chweu Local Municipality near 

Lydenburg in the Mpumalanga Province.  

3.2 Legislative requirements 

 

Sylvania Platinum in collaboration with Aquarius Platinum South Africa (AQPSA) is 

required to fulfil the following key environmental legislative requirements towards 

successfully obtaining a Mining Right: 

 Mineral and Petroleum Resource Development Act, Act No.28 of 2002 (MPRDA); 

 National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998 (NEMA);  

 National Water Act, Act No. 36 of 1998 (NWA); 

 National Environmental Management Waste Act, Act No. 59 of 2008 (NEMWA); 

 Provincial and relevant by-laws 

3.3 Specialist studies 

 

Digby Wells will undertake specialist studies in the area, starting in the next two to three 

weeks. The specialist studies will include (1) fauna and flora (2) groundwater and surface 

water (3) aquatic ecology and wetlands (4) air quality Assessment (5) noise assessment 

(6) visual assessment (7) & (8) heritage / archaeology assessment and (9) social 

assessment. The findings of the specialist studies will be incorporated into the draft 

Environmental Impact Assessment Report which will be available for public review and 

comments.  

3.4 Public Participation Process 

Digby Wells commenced with the public participation process (PPP) in November 2011 

which entailed distribution of the Background Information Document, publication of media 

advertisements, placement of site notices and undertaking one-on-one meetings with the 

interested and affected parties. It was stated that the purpose of this meeting was to 

obtain comments and concerns from stakeholders regarding the proposed project. 

Comments and questions will be incorporated in the final Scoping Report to be submitted 

to the Mpumalanga Department Economic Development, Environment and Tourism 

(MDEDET) for review. A public meeting will be held to review and report back on the 

findings (positive and negative impacts) of the specialist studies and to again obtain 

comments from stakeholders. 
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3.5 Regulatory Reports 

 
A draft Environmental Scoping Report was compiled in accordance with NEMA 

regulations and was also made available to the public for comment from 7 December 

2011 until 3 February 2012. The public review period was subsequently extended and 

stakeholders will be notified accordingly. A MPRDA compliant SR will be compiled and 

submitted with a Mining Right Application (MRA) to the Department of Mineral Resources 

(DMR) in March 2012. 

4 OPEN DISCUSSION FORUM 

 

Meeting attendees were provided with the opportunity to raise their issues, concerns and 

comments in their preferred language of choice to allow for equal access and 

understanding of the information distributed during the meeting. AL opened the floor for 

questions and discussions. The questions, issues of concern and comments made 

during the meeting are presented in Table 2 below.  
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Table 2: Issues and Comments raised by I&APs     
 
 

Participant Summary of issues and comments Respondent Response 

1. Archaeology 

Pakaneng Choma Community: 

Committee Member 

Expressed a concern that a number of 

graves on the property have been 

impacted during the undertaking of the 

prospecting activities. 

Albert Jordaan: 

Sylvania Platinum 

Sylvania Platinum and Aquarius Platinum 

(AQPSA) appointed a drilling contractor to 

undertake the drilling of prospecting boreholes. 

Apologies were made for any tampering of the 

graves by the drilling contractors. Details of 

transgressions must be forwarded to AJ, following 

which Sylvania Platinum will undertake to 

investigate the issues, which will involve 

consultation with the community elders. Prior to 

construction however all sensitive areas will be 

fenced off to avoid any further tampering. 

2.  Mining Charter 

Mr Sam Choma: Pakaneng Choma 

Community 

The shareholding in the proposed mine 

must be inclusive of the community and in 

line with the Mining Charter. 

Albert Jordaan: 

Sylvania Platinum 

Noted. Sylvania and Aquarius Platinum will ensure 

that the requirements of the Mining Charter are 

adhered to for this proposed mining operation. 

Discussion will be undertaken through the 

community’s appointed legal representation 

(POSWA Incorporated). The final structure will be 

subject to DMR approval. 

3. Public Participation 

Mr Sam Choma: Pakaneng Choma The community is not happy that Albert Jordaan: Acknowledged that the initial consultation process 
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Participant Summary of issues and comments Respondent Response 

Community consultations were undertaken with the 

incorrect landowners of Vygenhoek in 2007 

and 2009 during the Prospecting Right 

Application. 

Sylvania Platinum may have been flawed. He indicated that Digby 

Wells (the EAP) has initiated a public participation 

process to include all interested and affected 

parties. The entire Scoping phase has been 

restarted and the process is inclusive to enable all 

parties with an interest in the project to participate 

through the EAP. 

Public meeting attendee When were discussions initiated with the 

Pakaneng Choma Community? 

AL: Digby Wells Digby Wells commenced with the public 

participation process (PPP) for the proposed 

Everest North EIA in November 2011. The process 

is open and stakeholders can still register for 

participation in the EIA process. 

4. Prospecting Right 

Mr Sam Choma: Pakaneng Choma 

committee member 
The Pakaneng Choma has made 
numerous requests to Sylvania Platinum 
to make available the prospecting permit 
for the affected farms and to date this 
information has not being forthcoming. 
 

Albert Jordaan: 
Syvania Platinum 

Sylvania Platinum received approval from 
AQPSA to make available the prospecting 
permit (was it right or a permit) through the 
community’s’ appointed legal representatives in 
the following week. Sylvania believes however 
that the community have been mislead into 
believing that the prospecting permit contains 
details of the Social and Labour plan and 
company structure for mining purposes. This 
information will only be divulged in the Mining 
Right Application and then be released into the 
public domain only once approved by the DMR. 
Sylvania will initiate discussions on community 
involvement with the appointed community 
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Participant Summary of issues and comments Respondent Response 

representatives during March and prior to the 
submission of the MRA towards the end of 
March 2012.  

The prospecting permit will provide on 
information such as the estimated life of 
mine, mine production, shareholding and 
skills development. 

The estimated life of mine is 8 years.  He 
highlighted that information on the mine 
production, shareholding and skills development 
will not be contained in the prospecting permit. 
The information will be included in the Mining 
Right Application (MRA) which has not yet been 
submitted. It is proposed to submit the 
application in March to the Department of 
Mineral Resources. Digby Wells’ appointment 
also includes the compilation of the Social Labour 
Plan (SLP). The compilation of the SLP will be 

undertaken in consultation with Thaba Chweu 
local municipality, the Pakaneng Choma 
community and other potentially affected 
communities. 

5. Socio-Economic 

Public Meeting attendee What will the Pakaneng Choma 

Community benefit should Sylvania 

Platinum obtain the Mining Right? 

Albert Jordaan: 

Sylvania Platinum 

Sylvania and Aquarius Platinum intends to have a 

well operated mine which will benefit the 

community at large. Realistic and practical 

documents (SLP and EIA reports) in support of the 

MRA will be compiled and submitted to the 

competent authorities. I&AP’s were requested to 

actively participate in the processes undertaken in 

order to ensure their views are incorporated.  

Mr Sam Choma: Pakaneng Choma Expressed a concern that the communities Replied that is unfortunate that only the failures 
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Participant Summary of issues and comments Respondent Response 

committee member in the close vicinity of Aquarius operations 

experience high levels of poverty and 

unemployment. 

are remembered. It is possible to list projects that 

have been successful in uplifting the communities 

at large. Sylvania and Aquarius Platinum remain 

committed to the Mining Charter and support the 

spirit of the Charter which aims to uplift the 

community in the area of the mine rather than 

enrich a select few.  

6. Integrated Water Use License 

Public Meeting attendee Will the proposed mine commence without 

a water use license? 

AL: Digby Wells Water is required for the mining processes. Digby 

Wells will undertake groundwater and surface 

water studies in support of a water use license. An 

Integrated Water Use License Application will be 

submitted to the Department of Water Affairs. A 

water use licence is required prior to the 

commencement of a mine. 

7. Timeframes 

Public Meeting attendee How long will the specialist studies take? 

 

 

AL: Digby Wells The EIA process for the proposed Sylvania 

Platinum mine will take approximately 12-14 

months. I&APs will be informed timeously of the 

various phases of the EIA and the opportunity to 

comment on reports. 
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Participant Summary of issues and comments Respondent Response 

8. General 

Mr Sam Choma: Pakaneng Choma 

committee member 

The Pakaneng Choma Community will not 

allow Digby Wells permission to undertake 

it’s activities until such time that the 

Prospecting Permit (Permit or right?) is 

made available to the community.  

Albert Jordaan: 

Sylvania Platinum 

Comment noted. 
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5 CLOSURE  

AL thanked everyone for attending the meeting. She invited anyone from the 

community to contact Digby Wells the (EIA consultants) with their comments, 

questions or concerns. The meeting was officially closed at 12h30.  
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Appendix 1: Attendance Register 
































