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Original date of construction of Main House ans O.B. - 1924
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current owner's statement and Ethekwini Municipality records
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The building has been designed as a 3 bedroom residence 
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and S.Q. unit for Mr. J.Turner from Port Elizabeth. Change in ownership has led to several
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alterations and additions during the years. We haven't found evidence of some particular
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historical significance related to the site or the house.
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At present time the building is well mantained and without
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sings of some significant deterioration. No specific architectural style can be assigned.
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For more comprehensive report see page 5

hp
Typewritten text
on-site assessment from the author of the current plan for prop. alterations
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structure, 2 new windows & skylight. New timber stair to provide access to the attic.
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2. New window in the existing kitchen, done during the prev. alteraions but missing on plan
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NOTE: for the above the design is based on the as-built situation on site
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4. Exist. door on SE elevation to be bricked up - it is in Bedroom 2, which has been kitchen
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5. Window in Bedroom 2 resized, all exist. steel windows replaced with timber framed.
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The purpose of the work is to increase the habitable space in the house, to provide a third
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bedroom, as the exist. one in the original plan has been converted to Study in prev. applic. -
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it was too small for a bedroom. After consulting an engineer about the roof structure, the
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owners altered the attic, not being aware alteration of this scale have to be approved in 
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hasn't commenced. The replacement of the exist. steel windows
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 with timber framed is mainly
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the house to comply with the Energy Efficiency in Building regulations.
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1. Conversion of exist. Attic to TV room, Bedroom 3 & en-suite after altering the roof
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3. Exist. door on NE elevation to be bricked up, as cannot be used anymore
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in the original design, not in use anymore.
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advance. The rest of the proposal is concluded after approaching the author of the plan and
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(cont from page 2 )  ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE: 

The existing house has been built with 230mm brick walls, suspended timber floor and timber 

roof structure with clay roof tiles. Covered verandah supported on 4 columns on North-West 

elevation, facing Ridge Road, marked the main entrance of the house. Later it has lost its 

meaning, as the entrance of the property from Ridge Road has been closed. 

Initially the house had Entrance Hall, Lounge/Dining, Kitchen, Pantry, one Bathroom and three 

Bedrooms. The main feature of the interior was the arched openings in the Entrance Hall 

connecting the different part of the house – they are still in place, not altered, but the Hall 

currently is Dining Room. 

The Main House as well as the O.B. and the yard have been through several alterations, to suit 

the needs and preferences of the different owners. Here is a brief record as per the approved 

plans found in the Ethekwini Municipality. 

 

1. Year unknown, before 1990s 

• A single Garage built over existing S.Q. with access from Pinsent Road 

• Portion of the extended eave on South-East elevation cut to 500mm, 

supporting columns remain to these days. 

 

2. 1993 - owner R. West  

• new Pool and retaining walls between the exist. House and Pinsent Road.  

• new boundary wall and gate (Pinsent Rd), parking area. 

 

3. 1994 – owner R. West  

• New addition to existing S.Q. 

• Exist. Kitchen converted to Bedroom 2 

• Exist. Pantry converted to en-suite of Bedroom 1 

• Exist. Bedroom 3 converted to Entrance Hall (facing Pinsent Rd) with new 

double glass door on South-East elevation. New timber entrance door on North-

East elevation. 

• Exist. windows on North-West elevation (Lounge & Bedroom 1) replaced with 

double glass doors. 

• New arched opening between new Entr. Hall (facing Pinsent Rd) and Lounge 

• Exist. Verandah’s floor demolished to ground level and paved. 

• New addition (North-West elevation) – new Kitchen over the central part of the 

exist. Veranda and beyond, the steps & columns marking the main entrance 

demolished. 

 

4. 2003 – owner B. Elliot 

• Exist. boundary wall and gate on Pinsent Road replaced with new 

• Exist. stair between Pinsent entrance and House replaced with new 

• Exist. Pool reduced in size 

• Exist. Bathroom reduced / redesigned – WC appendix demolished 

• Exist. Bedroom between Bathroom and Entr. Hall appears as Study on plan 

 

Urban Setting & Adjoining properties – The property is situated in an area zoned as Special 

Residential 900 along Peter Mokaba Ridge (North Ridge Road) in a close proximity to the 

junction with Springfield Road. The adjoining properties are built more or less the same time 

period and similar design style. Years ago the raw of the houses in this part of the street, 

probably all have had entrances from Ridge Road. Signs of bricked up gates still can be seen on 

the high boundary retaining wall facing the busy Ridge Road, but the houses by themselves 

almost cannot be seen – hidden behind the boundary walls on top of the high retaining wall and 

trees. Across the same street is more recently developed area – multi-storey block of flats and 

offices.  


