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1. INTRODUCTION

Through an inclusive consultation process involving all major role players in the design and 
development of an improved recreational facility on Robben Island the design has been developed 
and improved to a common acceptance by members of the team. 

This design update has been the result of continued research and interaction with professionals, 
administrators and related interested parties and the result is an updated design which still conforms 
to the original scope and requirements. 

We kindly submit this amendment to the approved outcome of 6 June 2019 for Case ID 13382 
for Deck A (Northern Deck) only. 

1.1 Original Concept 

 The original concept had only one new outside area.
 The Western or water edge was mostly soft with gabions and no handrails with unrestricted

access to the rocks on the water edge.
 Floor finishes was a combination / choice between concrete, slate and clay or cement tiles.
 The refurbishment of the restaurant interior was included.

1.2 Second Concept – Approved 06 June 2019 

 The updated concept had two new outside areas to both the North and the South of the current
Alpha 1 shop.

 The decks were proposed to be constructed of timber or timber composites and had a more
prominent edge on the water side whilst retaining the soft edges where possible. Gabon were
still utilised where needed.

 The refurbishment of the Alpha 1 restaurant/lounge was excluded here.

1.3 Updated Design for Approval 

 The final design only includes the development and construction of the northern side deck 
(Deck A) as further investigation proved the extent of the original proposed development for 
the refurbishment of the Alpha 1 restaurant too costly at this time and addition of the 
southern deck not feasible.

 The aim of the northern deck is to provide a safer formalised viewing space for tourists upon
visiting the viewing point at Alpha 1.

 The deck will be constructed of timber and composite timber by design to follow the natural
curve of the rocky outcrops, including a stainless steel handrail to the eastern water edge as 
a public safety measure.

 The deck will be secured on gumpoles planted in concrete bases with a protective DPC layers
between the cast concrete and rocky outcrop. No parts of the deck will be permanently fixed
to any existing natural conditions.

 No furniture is included in the final design. Seating and shade elements will be moveable to
be set on the deck when required.

 Refer to Annexure A for the Engineer’s drawings depicting the extents of the deck which utilise
the same area as the original northern deck concept.

 Access onto the deck includes stairs as well as a ramp for disabled visitors.

2. FINAL DESIGN OF EXTERNAL DECK AT ALPHA 1

2.1 Description 

Construction of a new timber deck of Evalast decking on timber joists and bearers fixed in place on 
gumpoles planted in concrete footings with protection layer between the concrete footing and rocky 
natural ground, all to engineer’s and specialist detail and specifications. Including stainless steel frame 
and wire balustrades, and deck lighting as per engineer’s specification. 
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3. ANNEXURE A: STRUCTURAL ENGINEER’S DESIGN DRAWINGS 
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GENERAL NOTES

1. Drawings to be read in conjunction with all relevant Architect's,

    Consultant's, and Specialist's drawings and specifications.

2. Drawings are not to be scaled.

3. All construction workmanship and materials to be in

     accordance with the relevant provisions of

     “The Application of the National Building Regulations”

     (SANS 10400), Building Standards act (Act103)

     and the relevant parts of SABS 1200 & SANS 2001.

4. The works will be inspected form time to time by the

     consulting engineer to ascertain that the contractor is carrying

     out the work in general conformity with the engineering

     drawings and documents.

     Such inspections are not for the contractors benefit and do not

     relieve him of the responsibility for the proper construction

     of the works in accordance with the engineering drawings,

     documents and good building practice.

5. The signed original copy of this drawing is kept at the

     engineer's office.
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4. ANNEXURE B: ENVIRONMENTAL APPROVAL 

 

 






































