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1 PURPOSE OF DOCUMENT  

Rustenburg Platinum Mines Limited (RPM), a subsidiary of Anglo American Platinum Limited 

(Anglo American Platinum), submitted a Prospecting Right Application (PRA) in terms of Section 

16 of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act No. 28 of 2002) 

(MPRDA) to the Department of Mineral Resources (DMR), Mpumalanga. This Background 

Information Document (BID) has been developed in order to:  

 Share information about the proposed project;  

 Present the Prospecting Right Application process according to the MPRDA; and 

 Provide more detail of the Public Participation Process (PPP) to be followed. 

1.1 Appointed Environmental Assessment Practitioners  

Anglo American Platinum has appointed Digby Wells Environmental (Digby Wells), as 

independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP), to compile an Environmental 

Management Plan (EMP) and to undertake the PPP for the respective Prospecting Right 

Application. 

2 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The area for the Prospecting Right applied for is situated on the Farm Onverwacht 97 IS, located 

approximately 15 kilometres south west of the town of Kriel in the Emalahleni Local Municipality 

within the Nkangala District Municipality, Mpumalanga Province. Digby Wells Environmental has 

been appointed by Anglo American Platinum as the independent environmental consultant to 

compile the EMP for the prospecting right and facilitate the PPP. The application includes 

prospecting activities for Platinum Group Metals (PGMs) (palladium, rhodium, iridium, osmium 

and platinum) and associated minerals in the ore body (gold, copper, nickel, cobalt, silver and 

chrome) on the following farms: 

Application number Farms 

MP 30/5/1/1/2/11684 

PR 

Remaining Extent, Portions 4 and 5, and the Remaining Extent of 

Portions 1, 2, 3 and 12 of the Farm Onverwacht 97 IS 

3 PROSPECTING SCHEDULE  

Prospecting activities will be undertaken over a period of five (5 years) and the application is for 

both invasive and non-invasive methods. Invasive methods are activities that result in land 

disturbances and comprise of diamond core drilling, sampling and sampling storage. Non-

invasive methods are methods that do not cause disturbances to the land and include desktop 

research and include detailed geophysical surveys. It is anticipated that one (1) borehole will be 

drilled for each twelve (12) month period. Minerals that would be prospected for include PGMs 

(palladium, rhodium, iridium, osmium and platinum), gold, copper, nickel, cobalt, silver and 

chrome. Stakeholders affected by the proposed prospecting activities during the prospecting 

period will be consulted before any activities take place.  
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Plan 1: Regional Setting and Land Tenure of the Onverwacht PRA area 
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4. PROSPECTING RIGHT APPLICATION PROCESS AND PUBLIC 

PARTICIPATION  

4.1 Legislation 

In terms of the MPRDA, RPM is required to consult with Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs). 

Comments received from I&APs will be recorded and included in the EMP which will submitted to 

the DMR for consideration.  

The EMP will be compiled and implemented to ensure that potential impacts of the proposed 

prospecting activities are mitigated and managed. It will contain results from desktop 

assessments that will be conducted by specialists for fauna and flora, heritage, social, hydrology 

(surface water), geohydrology (groundwater) and soil and land capability. According to the 

MPRDA, the EMP need to include the following activities but is not limited to:  

 Describing the environment that is likely to be affected by the proposed prospecting; 

 Identifying the potential impacts; 

 Assessing the significance of the potential impacts of the proposed project on the 

environment, socio economic conditions and cultural heritage; and  

 Evaluating the proposed mitigation measures to minimise negative impacts. 

4.2 Public Participation  

Stakeholders affected by or who are interested in the proposed project are invited to register as 

an I&AP in order to become involved in the PPP. The following aniticipated dates are importnt to 

note for the PPP going forward: 

 Announcement of the Onverwacht Prospecting Right Application: January 2014 

 Stakeholder engagement and consultation: January 2014 

 Submission of the Consultation Report : 13 January 2014 

 Submission of the EMP: 12 February 2014 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contributions from stakeholders will assist in informed decision-making for authorities and 
provides information to be considered by the project team and specialists conducting 

research. All comments can be submitted using the contct details which appear on the 
cover page or as part of the Comment and Registration Sheet. 


