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Fransis de la Rosa

From: corne henning <corneh703@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, 18 March 2021 11:21
To: Rietkol
Subject: Re: Rietkol Mining Operations Draft Scoping Report Notification

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Morning 
 
I do not agree with this venture 
 
The dust is not good for farming activities 
The mine cannot guarantee our air quality for cattle farming and the growth of grass for grazing for the cattle 
 
after 4 years they want to do blasting and the will have severe negative affects on our water levels that is under 
pressure already 
 
this is a definite NO from my side with my main residence in the affected area 
 
Not to mention the endangered species of bull frog that will be affected  
we have indiginouse cranes and secretary birds witch will all be affected by this mine 
 
The noise levels is another concern 
 
thank you  
 
Corne Henning 
 
On Thu, Mar 18, 2021 at 10:47 AM Rietkol <rietkolproject@participation.co.za> wrote: 

Dear Interested and  or Affected Party (I&APs) 

  

Please find attached a notification regarding the proposed Rietkol Project. 

  

You are hereby notified of the availability of the Draft Scoping Report.  The report can be downloaded from the link 
in the attached notification or be viewed at Victor Khanye Municipality. 

  

Comments must reach the Public Participation Office before 26 April 2021.   

  

Do not hesitate to contact us for further information or clarification. 
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Kind regards, 

Fransis de la Rosa 

Diphororo Development (Pty) Ltd 

Public Participation Manager 

0125439093 

  

  



To register as on lnterested and Affected Porty, thereby ensuring thot you ore given on opportunity to comment

on the documents and receive updated project informotion, please complete the form below and send your

registration form with comments back to: Lizinda Dickson / Fronsis de la Rosq: Public Participation Office: Tel:

072 54g 9093; Fax:086 605 9596 otr rietkolproject@participation.co.za

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO CONTACT OUR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION OFFICE AT ANY TIME SHOULD YOU HAVE ANY

QUESTTON AND/OR SUGGESTTONS
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ATT: Lizinda Dickson 

Nhlabathi Minerals PTY LTD 

rietkolproject@participation.co.za 

 

 

20 April 2021 

Dear Lizinda 

 

Rietkol Project – Objection 

 

I am the owner of Plot 277, Modder East Orchards. I am concerned about the impact 

of the proposed activity on my income. I have a very sensitive farming operation, and 

also rent out 4 houses on my plot. If the mine were to open, I will not be able to 

generate an income any more. I would therefore like to be assured that the mine will 

be able to compensate me. 

 

Regards,  

 

Dr. Jakobus Greeff 

jjgreeff@gmail.com 

081 861 5600 
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PER E MAIL 
 
20 April 2021 
 
Attention: Lizinda Dickson/Francis de la Rosa 
 
The Environmental Assessment Practitioner 
Jacana Environmentals CC 
7 Landdros Mare Street 
Polokwane 
 
COMMENTS ON DRAFT SCOPING REPORT:APPLICATION FOR A MINING RIGHT FOR SILICA 
AND AN ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION – RIETKOL MINING PROJECT 
APPLICANT:NHLABATHI (PTY) LTD 
INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTY: P J PRETORIUS BLOMME CC 
DMRE REFERENCE NO. MP 30/5/1/1/2/10268 MR 
 
I act under instructions and a mandate received from P J Pretorius Blomme CC, represented 
by Mrs. P J Pretorius, Mr. W J Pretorius and Mr. L Pretorius as the sole Members of the said 
Closed Corporation (hereinafter collectively referred to as “my clients”). 
 
P J Pretorius Blomme CC is conducting floriculture since 1988 on the Consolidated 
Agricultural Holding 285 Modder Oos Boorde (previously known as Holdings 234 and 235) 
and is marketing their flowers under the name of Pretorius Blomme for the local markets. 
 
The property as referred to above is in close proximity of the proposed mining area.  
 
The  property is hereinafter referred to as “the affected property”. 
 
My client has received the Draft Scoping Report (“DSR”) with regards to the above-
mentioned applications. 
 
My client, as landowner and commercial farmer of the above-mentioned property, is an 
Affected and Interested Party in terms of the provisions of the Mineral and Petroleum 
Resources Development Act, No. 28 of 2002 (“MPRDA”), as amended by the Mineral and 
Petroleum Resources Development Amendment Act, No. 49 of 2008 (“MPRDAA”) the 
Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, No. R 982 of 4 December 2014 ("EIAR") read 
with the National Environmental Management Act, No.107 of 1998 (“NEMA”), and the 
National Water Act, No. 36 of 1998 (“NWA”). 
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Your attention is drawn to the provisions of Regulation 40(2) of the EIAR which states that 
“The public participation process contemplated in this regulation must provide access to all 
information that has or may have the potential to influence any decision with regard to an 
application…” 
 
In order for my client to be placed in apposition to ascertain how it rights as land owner and 
commercial farmer may be affected by the above-mentioned applications, and to be able to 
study and to scrutinize the contents of the above statutory required documentation, you are 
requested to provide my client with copies of the following documentation which the 
Applicant has submitted to the DMR when it has applied for a mining right in terms of the 
provisions of Section 22 of the MPRDA, namely: 
 
1. Acceptance Letter received from the Department of Mineral  Resources confirming the 

acceptance of the application for a Mining Right; 
 

2. Draft Mining Work Programme; 
 

3. Draft Social and Labour Plan 
 

4. The technical competency of the Applicant; 
 

5. The financial resources of the Applicant; 
 

6. The BEE status of the Applicant. 
 
You as the Environmental Assessment Practitioner (“ EAP”) must register my client as 
Affected and Interested Party as such, and put its detail, and my firm as its authorized 
consultant, on your data base for this Project, and notify and advise my client and the writer 
with all public consultation notices and future documents and correspondences regarding 
the consultation process. 
 
It is recorded that the comments, objections and concerns raised at the time when the first 
application for a mining right and environmental authorisation was made by the Applicant 
during march 2018 must be read in conjunction with the comments to the now applicable 
DSR, mutatis mutandis. The contents of the responses of my client to the then Draft Scoping 
Report, the Environmental Specialised Studies and the Draft Environmental Management 
Programme Report must be included in respective Reports as applicable. 
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The Applicant is advised that an application for a prospecting right for coal and the 
applicable application for an environmental authorisation was some time ago been made 
from a company called Motau Mining Services (Pty) Ltd under DMRE Reference No.MP 
30/5/1/1/2//16488 PR. The proposed prospecting area is within the proposed mining area of 
the Rietkol Silica Project. The Applicant is called upon to advised my client how it intends to 
mine for silica when coal will in future be mined in the same mining area. These propose 
environmental impacts and the mitigation methods associated therewith must be included 
in the DSR and further documentation as statutory required in terms of the provisions of the 
EIAR. 
 
I will now deal with the contents of the DRS and supporting baseline studies applicable to 
the DSR relevant to the my client’s, extensive business of the planting of flowers of various 
cultivars in hothouses (tunnels) and the marketing thereof  (“the business”) on the above 
properties which are in close proximity to the proposed mining area of the proposed Rietkol 
Silica Mine. 
  
It must not be construed or implied that my client necessarily agree with the contents of the 
DSR which we do not specifically address in this letter, and my client’s rights are reserved to 
comments in future on any of those issues if it deems it necessary, and once it is in receipt of 
the draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report and the necessary Environmental 
Specialist Reports which will follow the DSR, as well as the documents as listed and referred 
to above with regards to the application for the mining right by the Applicant. 
 
You are advised, at this earlier stage of the proposed project that my client will suffer 
irreparable loss and damages should the proposed mine be established on properties 
adjacent or nearby to the affected properties. Environmental degradation associated with 
mining such as air pollution, dust pollution, water depletion and polluted water are not 
conducive to the business of my client as explained above. 
 
The below mentioned studies should also focus particular on the business of my client also 
with regard to anti-pollution measures with regard to the accumulation of silica dust on the 
hothouses and the flowers, and the increased financial cost of the removal of excessive dust 
from the hothouses. In this regard it should be noted that the removal of dust on the 
hothouses will necessitate an increase in water consumption and the employment of more 
labour intensive methods. 
 
EFFECT OF SILICOSIS ON HUMAN BEINGS 
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Environmental and Scientific Studies should be undertaken to evaluate and to investigate 
the effect that silica dust emanating from the proposed mine may have on the inhabitants of 
the area.  
 
The following statements made on page 13, paragraph 7.1.1 in the Hazard Identification and 
Risk Assessment Report, namely, “During a survey conducted by AirCHECK at an existing 
mine in the Delmas area, it was establish that the crystalline silica contents of the dust was 
26%.” , and “it has been estimated that there are at least 480 000 cases of silicosis and 
226 000 cases of tuberculosis in former mineworkers attributable to work in South African 
mines”, are of great concern and ,to say the least, shocking. 
 
The environmental impact and degradation concerning the health risks and health threats 
associated with silicosis, and medical conditions associated with silicosis should be 
extensively research with regard to this new proposed silica mine, especially in the light of 
the Covid-19 Virus Pandemic, as persons with underlying medical conditions (such as lung 
deceases and respiratory illnesses) will be more a risk to contract the Covid-19 Virus. The 
studies should include, not only mineworkers and contractors who will work on the 
proposed mine, but also the general public residing adjacent and in close proximity of the 
mine. 
 
The Plan of Study should include a comprehensive medical research and study report as 
referred to above, especially in the light of the crushing methods that will be used to crush 
and screen the silica sand to a very small size of -5mm. 
 
The Applicant is alluded to the following provisions of Section 24(a) of the Constitution of 
the Republic of South Africa, No.108 of 1996 which clearly provides that “Everyone has the 
right to an environment that is not harmful to their health or well-being”.      
 
AIR POLLUTION 
 
The Environmental Specialist should investigate and evaluate the effect that dust may have 
on the business of my client, especially silica dust and dust emanating from the proposed 
mine. 

The statement on page 161, paragraph 8.2.7.1.6 of the DSR, namely, “Opencast mining 
should control the generation of particulate matter on mine haul roads. Water spraying is a 
cheap and effective means of control and should be consistently applied across mines in the 
Highveld Priority Area ” is a general statement and does not address mitigation methods for 
air pollution from the emission of dust generated by the crusher and screening plants, 
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especially in the light of the fact that those dust particles contain silica particles which is 
detrimental to the health of the affected and interested party and the community living in 
close proximity to the proposed mine. 

The statement “Fugitive dust emissions released during mining operations are generally only 
of concern within 3 - 5 km of the mine boundary” on the same page of the DSR is a clear 
indication that dust will have a effect on my client’s business operations, as its property falls 
within this range. 

The statement on page 195, paragraph 9.7.1 of the DSR, namely “Fine particles can be 
dispersed over much greater distances. Fugitive dust may have significant adverse impacts 
such as reduced visibility, soiling of buildings and materials, reduced growth and production 
in vegetation and may affect sensitive areas and aesthetics. Fugitive dust can also adversely 
affect human health.” Is a clear indication that the Air Pollution Impact Assessment Studies 
should be amplified to show clearly the mitigation measures which will be implemented by 
the mine, and that such studies should specifically include mitigating measures concerning  
fugitive dust emissions which will certainly affect my client’s business.   

The reference to studies that were conducted in 2017 by Eskom on a Chicken Farm Site 
situated approximately 30km north-east of the Rietkol mining area in the DSR is, with 
respect irrelevant, and has no bearing on the air environment in the Rietkol study area. It is 
not clear if that dust emissions were generated by a coal mine or by a silica mine  

Dust monitoring points must be installed at the business site of my client and must be 
regularly monitor as was requested previously.  
 
SOCIO- ECONOMICAL IMPACT 

It is noted on page 214, paragraph 10.1 of the DSR that “A macro-economic study is aimed at 
determining the economic and socio-economic indicators and assist in identifying the best 
alternative land use option.”  

The social and financial impact of the employees of the business should be investigated and 
in the event that the business has to close down due to the negative impact that the 
proposed mine would have on the business as explained above. 
 
The financial impact on the business must be investigated as well. 
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In this regard you are referred to the provisions of Chapter 5, Section 23(2)(b) of the 
National Environmental Management Act, No. 107 of 1998 (NEMA) which provides that the 
Applicant must identify, predict and evaluate the actual and potential impact on, inter alia, 
the socio-economic conditions of the area, in this case, specifically to the business of my  
client. 

It is inadequate, and in contradiction to the provisions of Section 23(2) (b) of NEMAS if the 
proposed study as referred in the DSR, as referred to, and quoted above, is only based on “a 
broad level, investigating impacts on overall welfare requires considering the efficiency, 
equity, and sustainability of the project” as stated on page 215 of the DSR. The Socio- 
Economic Impact Report must be conducted at individual businesses, such as that of my 
client, and cannot be generalised.   

CUMULATIVE IMPACT. 
 
It is placed on record that the proposed development of this project together with new coal 
mines adjacent and nearby to the business that are currently planned will have a cumulative 
impact on the business operations of my client specifically, and to the flower and roses 
producing industry in the region in general. This cumulative impact from an economic, social 
and environmental perspective should be investigated and included as part of the 
specialized environmental studies. 
 
The new coal mine projects which will affect the business of my clients are: Palmietkuilen, 
Eloff Mining (Exxaro), and Kangala Colliery Extension (Universal Coal). Information on all 
these projects is in the public domain and can be researched by the Applicant. 
 
WATER QUALITY AND QUANTITY 
 
We reserve the right to comment on the above subjects once the required Environmental 
Specialist Study, as part of the Draft EIA, has been submitted to my client for comments in 
the light of the undertaking on page 219, paragraph 10.3.2, namely that the following 
environmental specialist study will be conducted, namely, “Updating of the groundwater 
numerical model (pollution plume) and impact assessment based on the preferred layout for 
the project.” 
 
The proposed investigation should be amplified to include an investigation and study to 
determine the effect that water usages at its proposed mine will have on the available water 
sources for the area, as future water demands is likely to cause a decrease in water 
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availability in the area with the result that my client’s business, and the agricultural activities 
in the area in general, will suffer loss and damage. 
 
OBJECTIONS IN TERMS OF SECTION 10 OF THE MPRDA 
 
My client  reserves the right to object against the granting of the mining right in terms of the 
provisions of Section 10 of the MPRDA, once it is in possession of the required documents as 
referred to above. 
 
Detail representation will be made in substantiation of its objection in terms of Section 10 of 
the MPRDA. 
 
ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION REQUIRED 
 
My client reserves further the right to amplify its responses to the applications of the 
Applicant once copies of the documents as requested in this responds have been made 
available to it, and once the final draft environmental studies and draft EMPr have been 
made available to it during the public participation process and in terms of the provisions of 
the EIAR.  
 
WITHOUT PREJUDICE 
 
The letter is written without prejudice of any of the rights of my clients, and all their rights 
are reserved and remain reserved. 
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT OF RESPONSES  
 
Kindly acknowledge receipt of the letter, and confirm that the necessary information as 
affected and interested party has been included into your database for this project, as well 
as the responses of my client which was made during the first applications in 2018. 
 
Regards 
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Johann Minnaar 
 
  
      
 
 
 



 

 

 
06 May 2021 

 
 
PER EMAIL:  jm.mineralrights@icloud.com 
 

JM Property and Mineral Rights Consultants 

Suite 39 

Private Bag X11 

Northriding 

2162 

Attention:  Mr. Johann Minnaar 

 

COMMENTS ON DRAFT SCOPING REPORT: RIETKOL MINING OPERATIONS: RE-

APPLICATION FOR A MINING RIGHT AND AN INTEGRATED ENVIRONMENTAL AND WATER 

USE AUTHORISATION: NHLABATHI MINERALS (PTY) LTD:  DMRE REFERENCE NO. MP 

30/5/1/1/2/10268 MR 

We would like to submit the following in response to your submission on behalf of P J Pretorius 

Blomme CC dated 20 April 2021. 

Registration as Interested and Affected Party 

We hereby confirm registration as Interested and Affected Parties (“IAPs”) of the persons mentioned 

in your letter, as follow: 

• P J Pretorius Blomme CC, represented by Mrs. P J Pretorius, Mr. W J Pretorius and Mr. L 
Pretorius; and 

• Mr J Minnaar as authorized consultant. 

As a registered IAP you will be kept abreast of the project progress, notified of any available 

information, invited to relevant engagement sessions and review/comment periods of project 

documents. 
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Request for Information 

Your request for information regarding the proposed Rietkol Mining Operation (“Rietkol Project”) is 

addressed as follows: 

Acceptance Letter received from the 
Department of Mineral Resources and 
Energy (“DMRE”) confirming the 
acceptance of the application for a 
Mining Right 

The Mining Right application was accepted by the 
DMRE on 21 January 2021 and is attached for your 
records. 

Draft Mining Work Programme (“MWP”) A redacted version of the draft MWP as submitted to 
the DMRE is attached for your records.  It is noted 
that information deemed confidential has been 
obscured. 

Draft Social and Labour Plan (“SLP”) A summary of the draft SLP submitted to the DMRE is 
attached for your records.  It is noted that the 
proposed Local Economic Development (“LED”) 
projects have not yet been approved and could still 
change in consultation with the DMRE. 

The technical competency of the 
Applicant 

Nhlabathi Minerals (Pty) Ltd (“Nhlabathi”) is wholly 
owned by Apex Silica Mining (Pty) Ltd (“Apex”).  Apex 
has two operational mines e.g.  Kwanza Sands 
Minerals and Silica Quartz.  Sufficient technical 
competency is available within these operations to 
assist with the management and operation of the 
proposed Rietkol Project.  

The financial resources of the Applicant Sufficient financial resources are accessible through 
Apex’s existing operations to support the proposed 
Rietkol Project. 

The BEE status of the Applicant Nhlabathi is a wholly owned subsidiary of Apex Silica, 
30% black owned company. 

 
 

Environmental and Business Impacts 

Your concerns around noise, air, blasting & vibration, health and water pollution and the potential 

impact on your client’s businesses are noted and will be considered and assessed during the 

Environmental Impact Assessment (“EIA”) process.  Specifically, the potential impact on the 

economic activities of P J Pretorius Blomme CC will be assessed as part of the macro-economic 

impact assessment, including impacts on Gross Domestic Product (“GDP”) and employment.  The 

socio- and macro-economic specialists have secured a meeting with your client on 11 May 2021 

during which his concerns will be discussed in detail for inclusion in the impact assessments.  
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A detailed response to your comments on the draft Scoping Report and request for additional 

studies will be provided in the Comments and Response Report (“CRR”) that will be submitted to the 

DMRE with the Final Scoping Report.  These documents will also be made available to all registered 

IAPs. 

 

All our rights herein are reserved. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

MARIETJIE EKSTEEN 

 

Copied to: P J Pretorius Blomme CC (Mrs. P J Pretorius, Mr. W J Pretorius and Mr. L Pretorius) 
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PER E MAIL 
 
22 April 2021 
 
Attention: Lizinda Dickson/Francis de la Rosa 
 
The Environmental Assessment Practitioner 
Jacana Environmentals CC 
7 Landdros Mare Street 
Polokwane 
 
COMMENTS ON DRAFT SCOPING REPORT:APPLICATION FOR A MINING RIGHT FOR SILICA 
AND AN ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION – RIETKOL MINING PROJECT 
APPLICANT:NHLABATHI (PTY) LTD 
INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTY: PLUIMVEE- EIERS (EDMS) BEPERK AND RUSTIG 
LANDGOED (EDMS) BEPERK 
DMRE REFERENCE NO. MP 30/5/1/1/2/10268 MR 
 
I act under instructions and a mandate received from the Rossgro Group of Companies 
represented by Dr. Naude Rossouw ("my client").  
 
The affected properties owned by the respective companies in the Rossgro Group of 
Companies are as follows: 
 

1. Portion 71 of the Farm Rietkol 237 IR owned by Rossouw Pluimvee- Eiers (Edms) 
Beperk - Highveld Packing Station; 

 
2. Portions 2, 40, 41, and 42 of the Farm Rietkol 237 IR owned by Rustig Landgoed 

(Edms) Beperk - chicken broilers; 
 
The property as referred to in paragraph 1 above falls within the proposed mining  area and 
the properties as referred to in paragraph 2 above are adjacent and in close proximity of the 
proposed mining area (see locality map in Draft Scoping Report).  
 
All the above properties are hereinafter jointly and severally referred to as “the affected 
property”. 
 
My client has received the Draft Scoping Report (“DSR”) with regards to the above-
mentioned applications. 
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The responses as contained in this letter must be read in conjunction with the responses as 
set out in our letter to you dated 24 February 2021.   
 
It is also recorded that the comments, objections and concerns raised at the time when the 
first application for a mining right and environmental authorisation was made by the 
Applicant during march 2018 must be read in conjunction with the comments to the now 
applicable DSR, mutatis mutandis. The contents of the responses of my client to the then 
Draft Scoping Report, the Environmental Specialised Studies and the Draft Environmental 
Management Programme Report must be included in respective Reports as applicable. 
 
It must not be construed or implied that my client necessarily agree with the contents of the 
DSR which we do not specifically address in this letter, and my client’s rights are reserved to 
comments in future on any of those issues if it deems it necessary, and once it is in receipt of 
the draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report and the necessary Environmental 
Specialist Reports which will follow the DSR, as well as the environmental studies as listed 
and referred to below. 
 
The Applicant is advised that an application for a prospecting right for coal and the 
applicable application for an environmental authorisation was some time ago been made 
from a company called Motau Mining Services (Pty) Ltd under DMRE Reference No.MP 
30/5/1/1/2//16488 PR. The proposed prospecting area is within the proposed mining area of 
the Rietkol Silica Project. The Applicant is called upon to advised my client how it intends to 
mine for silica when coal will in future be mined in the same mining area. These propose 
environmental impacts and the mitigation methods associated therewith must be included 
in the DSR and further documentation as statutory required in terms of the provisions of the 
EIAR. The above fact was brought under your attention in our letter dated 24 February 2021 
but we have had no reply from you in this regard.  
 
I will now deal with the contents of the DRS and supporting baseline studies applicable to 
the DSR relevant to the my client’s, chicken broilers, egg production facilities, egg packing 
and storage facilities and its fodder, feed stock facilities, and associated infrastructure 
(hereinafter jointly and severally referred to as “the business”) on the above properties 
which are situated within and adjacent to the proposed mining area of the proposed Rietkol 
Silica Mine (see properties descriptions in the preamble of the letter). 
  
You are advised, at this earlier stage of the proposed project that my client will suffer 
irreparable loss and damages should the proposed mine be established on the property 
within the mining area or on properties adjacent and nearby to the affected properties.  
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Special attention should be paid to the fact that the facilities primarily functions are the 
production of food, for humans and animals, and if these produced food (especially eggs) 
are contaminated with silica dust in particular, and dust in general, my client will not be able 
to sell these food products to retailers and consumers, as very specific and stringent rules 
and regulations, as well as retailer’s specific requirements concerning health cannot be met 
by my client in the above circumstances. Packing of eggs and packing material will be 
contaminated by dust. 
 
The effect on the egg laying hens and broiler chickens will be dealt with below. 
 
Environmental degradation associated with mining such as noise, ground vibration, air 
pollution, dust pollution, water depletion and polluted water are not conducive to the 
business of my client. 
 
The below mentioned studies should also focus particular on the business of my client, also 
with regard to anti-pollution measures with regard to the accumulation of silica dust in the 
atmosphere, and consequently, silica dust, and dust in general, which will gather on the 
various facilities associated with the busines  of my client. 
 
PROPERTY OF MY CLIENT WHICH FALLS WITHIN THE MINING AREA 
 
Portion 71 of the Farm Rietkol 237 IR owned by my client falls within the mining right area. 
The egg packing facility is situated on this property. From the mine layout plan it is noticed 
that the proposed opencast mining area is in close proximity thereof. 
 
The egg packing facility is very statically located for logistic and cost effective purposes, and 
is an integral part of the business of my client. 
 
It therefore stands to reason that  my client will suffer financial loss if this facility must be 
relocated.   
 
EFFECT OF SILICOSIS ON HUMAN BEINGS 
 
Environmental, Medical and Scientific Studies should be undertaken to evaluate and to 
investigate the effect that silica dust emanating from the proposed mine may have on the 
inhabitants of the area.  
 
The following statements made on page 13, paragraph 7.1.1 in the Hazard Identification and 
Risk Assessment Report, namely, “During a survey conducted by AirCHECK at an existing 
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mine in the Delmas area, it was establish that the crystalline silica contents of the dust was 
26%.” , and “it has been estimated that there are at least 480 000 cases of silicosis and 
226 000 cases of tuberculosis in former mineworkers attributable to work in South African 
mines”, are of great concern and ,to say the least, shocking. 
 
The environmental impact and degradation concerning the health risks and health threats 
associated with silicosis, and medical conditions associated with silicosis should be 
extensively research with regard to this new proposed silica mine, especially in the light of 
the Covid-19 Virus Pandemic, as persons with underlying medical conditions (such as lung 
deceases and respiratory illnesses) will be more a risk to contract the Covid-19 Virus. The 
studies should include, not only mineworkers and contractors who will work on the 
proposed mine, but also the general public residing adjacent and in close proximity of the 
mine. 
 
The Plan of Study should include a comprehensive medical research and study report as 
referred to above, especially in the light of the crushing methods that will be used to crush 
and screen the silica sand to a very small size of -5mm. 
 
The Applicant is alluded to the following provisions of Section 24(a) of the Constitution of 
the Republic of South Africa, No.108 of 1996 which clearly provides that “Everyone has the 
right to an environment that is not harmful to their health or well-being”.  
 
THE EFFECT OF SILICOSIS ON CHICKENS 
 
The effect of silicosis on chickens should be research by veterinarians, as this possible health 
risk could have a detrimental effect on the business of my client due to mortalities of 
chicken and egg laying hens. The production rate of egg laying hens may also be affected. 
 
AIR POLLUTION 
 
The Environmental Specialist should investigate and evaluate the effect that dust may have 
on the business of my client, especially silica dust and dust emanating from the proposed 
mine. 

The statement on page 161, paragraph 8.2.7.1.6 of the DSR, namely, “Opencast mining 
should control the generation of particulate matter on mine haul roads. Water spraying is a 
cheap and effective means of control and should be consistently applied across mines in the 
Highveld Priority Area ” is a general statement and does not address mitigation methods for 
air pollution from the emission of dust generated by the crusher and screening plants, 
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especially in the light of the fact that those dust particles contain silica particles which is 
detrimental to the health of the affected and interested party and the community living in 
close proximity to the proposed mine. 

Of paramount importance is that the environmental specialised study on Air Pollution 
should be extended, particular with regard to the effect that silica dust in particular, and 
dust in general, will have on the chickens and egg laying hens. 

The statement “Fugitive dust emissions released during mining operations are generally only 
of concern within 3 - 5 km of the mine boundary” on the same page of the DSR is a clear 
indication that dust will have an effect on my client’s business operations, as its property 
falls within this range, as a matter of fact it is by far nearer than the indicated range. 

The statement on page 195, paragraph 9.7.1 of the DSR, namely “Fine particles can be 
dispersed over much greater distances. Fugitive dust may have significant adverse impacts 
such as reduced visibility, soiling of buildings and materials, reduced growth and production 
in vegetation and may affect sensitive areas and aesthetics. Fugitive dust can also adversely 
affect human health.” is a clear indication that the Air Pollution Impact Assessment Studies 
should be amplified to show clearly the mitigation measures which will be implemented by 
the mine, and that such studies should specifically include mitigating measures concerning  
fugitive dust emissions which will certainly affect my client’s business.   

The reference to studies that were conducted in 2017 by Eskom on a Chicken Farm Site 
situated approximately 30km north-east of the Rietkol mining area in the DSR is, with 
respect irrelevant, and has no bearing on the air environment in the Rietkol study area. It is 
not clear if that dust emissions were generated by a coal mine or by a silica mine. 

If the intention of the Applicant was that the Eskom study should be used to apply to the 
business of my client, then such assumptions, due to irrelevance, are incorrect and are 
rejected as such.  

Dust monitoring points must be installed at the business sites of my client and must be 
regularly monitor. 
 
NOISE  

On page 149, paragraph 8.2.8.2.2 the following statement is made, namely “Mining activities 
(calculated noise levels) should not change these proposed acceptable rating levels with 
more than 7 dBA (disturbing noise) and ideally with no more than 3 dBA.” 
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“ideally” is only a statement and is not conclusive, and fails to indicate any specifics and 
realities which noise generated by mining operations and associated activities will have on 
the environment. According to the above statement the dBa could be as high as 7 dBa. It 
appears if all of the above statement is purely speculation and has not been properly 
modelled in a an environmental study. 

It should be noted that the acceptable dBA (disturbing noise) as defined in SANS 10103:2008 
is applicable to human beings. The effect of noise to animals, in this particular instance, 
chickens and egg laying hens, should be investigated and the Noise Specialised Studies 
should be amplified to determine the effect which the increase in the dBA due to mining will 
have on chickens and egg laying hens, and the mitigating measures which the mine must 
implement to lessen such impact. 

 BLASTING AND GROUND VIBRATION 
 
The Section in the DSR (Section 9.9) concerning blasting and ground vibration is merely a 
summary in general terms what normally occurs when a mine undertakes blasting 
operations. It lacks any specifics as to what the environmental effect of blasting and ground 
vibration will be in the case of this particular mining operation. No blasting and ground 
vibration modelling has been undertaken to determine the degradation to the environment 
due to blasting and ground vibration, and the mitigating measures that the mine will 
implement to prevent such environmental harm. 
 
A Blasting and Ground Vibration Impact Study should be undertaken by an environmental 
specialist. 
 
The above study should be amplified and should also study the effect which blasting and 
ground vibration will have on the well-being of chickens and egg laying hens, as such noise 
and vibration will in all probability have an impact on egg production and life span of the 
chickens and egg laying hens of my client.   
 
WATER QUALITY AND QUANTITY 
 
We reserve the right to comment on the above subjects once the required Environmental 
Specialist Study, as part of the Draft EIA, has been submitted to my client for comments in 
the light of the undertaking on page 219, paragraph 10.3.2, namely that the following 
environmental specialist study will be conducted, namely, “Updating of the groundwater 
numerical model (pollution plume) and impact assessment based on the preferred layout for 
the project.” 
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The proposed investigation should be amplified to include an investigation and study to 
determine the effect that water usages at its proposed mine will have on the available water 
sources for the area, as future water demands is likely to cause a decrease in water 
availability in the area with the result that my client’s business, and the agricultural activities 
in the area in general, will suffer loss and damage. 
 
It is recorded that water quality and quantity is of high importance to my client with regard 
to the continuous availability of clean water for the watering of its chickens and egg laying 
hens. Depletion of water, or dirty water will cause damage to its business and will result in a 
decrease in egg production and even mortality among its chicken and hen stock. 

POULTRY IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT 

It is necessary, in the light of the aforesaid with regards to the various impacts which the 
proposed mine will have on the chicken and egg laying hens of my client, and the business at 
large, that a specialised environmental poultry impact assessment study be undertaken to 
identify, predict and evaluate the actual and potential impact on the aforesaid, particular 
with regards to the following: 

• Relocation of the Packing Facility; 
• Dust (Silica Dust and Dust in general) 
• Noise; 
• Blasting and Ground Vibration 
• Surface and Ground Water 
• Water Contamination  

SOCIO- ECONOMICAL IMPACT 

It is noted on page 214, paragraph 10.1 of the DSR that “A macro-economic study is aimed at 
determining the economic and socio-economic indicators and assist in identifying the best 
alternative land use option.”  

The social and financial impact of the employees of the business should be investigated and 
in the event that the packing facilities has to relocate due to the negative impact that the 
proposed mine would have on the business as explained above. 
 
The financial impact on the business must be investigated as well, especially in the case 
where the packing facility must be relocated. 
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In this regard you are referred to the provisions of Chapter 5, Section 23(2)(b) of the 
National Environmental Management Act, No. 107 of 1998 (NEMA) which provides that the 
Applicant must identify, predict and evaluate the actual and potential impact on, inter alia, 
the socio-economic conditions of the area, in this case, specifically to the business of my  
client. 

It is inadequate, and in contradiction to the provisions of Section 23(2) (b) of NEMAS if the 
proposed study as referred in the DSR, as referred to, and quoted above, is only based on “a 
broad level, investigating impacts on overall welfare requires considering the efficiency, 
equity, and sustainability of the project” as stated on page 215 of the DSR. The Socio- 
Economic Impact Report must be conducted at individual businesses, such as that of my 
client, and cannot be generalised.   

CUMULATIVE IMPACT. 
 
It is placed on record that the proposed development of this project together with new coal 
mines which are currently planned, and which are situated adjacent and nearby to the 
business of my client, will have a cumulative impact on the business operations of my client. 
This cumulative impact from an economic, social and environmental perspective should be 
investigated and included as part of the specialized environmental studies. 
 
The new coal mine projects which will affect, cumulatively with the new proposed silica 
mine, the environment are: Palmietkuilen, Eloff Mining (Exxaro), and Kangala Colliery 
Extension (Universal Coal). Information on all these projects is in the public domain and can 
be researched by the Applicant. 
 
 
OBJECTIONS IN TERMS OF SECTION 10 OF THE MPRDA 
 
My client  reserves the right to object against the granting of the mining right in terms of the 
provisions of Section 10 of the MPRDA, once it is in possession of the required documents as 
referred to above. 
 
Detail representation will be made in substantiation of its objection in terms of Section 10 of 
the MPRDA. 
 
ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION REQUIRED 
 



johann minnaar trading as: 

Jm  
  
PROPERTY AND MINERAL RIGHTS CONSULTANTS 
EIENDOMS- EN MINERALEREGTE KONSULTANTE 
Mobile: 076 643 8750 
Suite 39, Private Bag X11, Northriding, 2162. 
jm.mineralrights@icloud.com 
 

Leaders in Mining Law Environmental Law Mine Health and Safety  
 

Pa
ge
9 	

My client reserves further the right to amplify its responses to the applications of the 
Applicant once the final draft environmental studies and draft EMPr have been made 
available to it during the public participation process and in terms of the provisions of the 
EIAR. This include the additional and amplified environmental studies as called for in this 
letter of responses. 
 
WITHOUT PREJUDICE 
 
The letter is written without prejudice of any of the rights of my clients, and all their rights 
are reserved and remain reserved. 
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT OF RESPONSES  
 
Kindly acknowledge receipt of the letter, and confirm that the necessary information as 
affected and interested party has been included into your database for this project, as well 
as the responses of my client which was made during the first applications in 2018. 
 
Regards 

    
 
Johann Minnaar 
 
  
      
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
06 May 2021 

 
 
PER EMAIL:  jm.mineralrights@icloud.com 
 

JM Property and Mineral Rights Consultants 

Suite 39 

Private Bag X11 

Northriding 

2162 

Attention:  Mr. Johann Minnaar 

 

COMMENTS ON DRAFT SCOPING REPORT: RIETKOL MINING OPERATIONS: RE-

APPLICATION FOR A MINING RIGHT AND AN INTEGRATED ENVIRONMENTAL AND WATER 

USE AUTHORISATION: NHLABATHI MINERALS (PTY) LTD:  DMRE REFERENCE NO. MP 

30/5/1/1/2/10268 MR 

We would like to submit the following in response to your submission on behalf of P J Pretorius 

Blomme CC dated 20 April 2021. 

Registration as Interested and Affected Party 

We hereby confirm registration as Interested and Affected Parties (“IAPs”) of the persons mentioned 

in your letter, as follow: 

• P J Pretorius Blomme CC, represented by Mrs. P J Pretorius, Mr. W J Pretorius and Mr. L 
Pretorius; and 

• Mr J Minnaar as authorized consultant. 

As a registered IAP you will be kept abreast of the project progress, notified of any available 

information, invited to relevant engagement sessions and review/comment periods of project 

documents. 
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Request for Information 

Your request for information regarding the proposed Rietkol Mining Operation (“Rietkol Project”) is 

addressed as follows: 

Acceptance Letter received from the 
Department of Mineral Resources and 
Energy (“DMRE”) confirming the 
acceptance of the application for a 
Mining Right 

The Mining Right application was accepted by the 
DMRE on 21 January 2021 and is attached for your 
records. 

Draft Mining Work Programme (“MWP”) A redacted version of the draft MWP as submitted to 
the DMRE is attached for your records.  It is noted 
that information deemed confidential has been 
obscured. 

Draft Social and Labour Plan (“SLP”) A summary of the draft SLP submitted to the DMRE is 
attached for your records.  It is noted that the 
proposed Local Economic Development (“LED”) 
projects have not yet been approved and could still 
change in consultation with the DMRE. 

The technical competency of the 
Applicant 

Nhlabathi Minerals (Pty) Ltd (“Nhlabathi”) is wholly 
owned by Apex Silica Mining (Pty) Ltd (“Apex”).  Apex 
has two operational mines e.g.  Kwanza Sands 
Minerals and Silica Quartz.  Sufficient technical 
competency is available within these operations to 
assist with the management and operation of the 
proposed Rietkol Project.  

The financial resources of the Applicant Sufficient financial resources are accessible through 
Apex’s existing operations to support the proposed 
Rietkol Project. 

The BEE status of the Applicant Nhlabathi is a wholly owned subsidiary of Apex Silica, 
30% black owned company. 

 
 

Environmental and Business Impacts 

Your concerns around noise, air, blasting & vibration, health and water pollution and the potential 

impact on your client’s businesses are noted and will be considered and assessed during the 

Environmental Impact Assessment (“EIA”) process.  Specifically, the potential impact on the 

economic activities of P J Pretorius Blomme CC will be assessed as part of the macro-economic 

impact assessment, including impacts on Gross Domestic Product (“GDP”) and employment.  The 

socio- and macro-economic specialists have secured a meeting with your client on 11 May 2021 

during which his concerns will be discussed in detail for inclusion in the impact assessments.  
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A detailed response to your comments on the draft Scoping Report and request for additional 

studies will be provided in the Comments and Response Report (“CRR”) that will be submitted to the 

DMRE with the Final Scoping Report.  These documents will also be made available to all registered 

IAPs. 

 

All our rights herein are reserved. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

MARIETJIE EKSTEEN 

 

Copied to: P J Pretorius Blomme CC (Mrs. P J Pretorius, Mr. W J Pretorius and Mr. L Pretorius) 
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PER E MAIL 
 
23 April 2021 
 
Attention: Lizinda Dickson/Francis de la Rosa 
 
The Environmental Assessment Practitioner 
Jacana Environmentals CC 
7 Landdros Mare Street 
Polokwane 
 
COMMENTS ON DRAFT SCOPING REPORT:APPLICATION FOR A MINING RIGHT FOR SILICA 
AND AN ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION – RIETKOL MINING PROJECT 
APPLICANT:NHLABATHI (PTY) LTD 
INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTY: W G M STOLS TRADING AS UNEX ROSE 
DMRE REFERENCE NO. MP 30/5/1/1/2/10268 MR 
 
I act under instructions and a mandate received from Unex Rose, represented by Mr W G M 
Stols (hereinafter referred to as “my client”). 
 
The affected properties owned by my client are as follows: 
 
AGRICULTURAL HOLDING NO’S. 198, 201, 202, 204 AND MODDER OOS BOORDE, DISTRICT 
DELMAS, MPUMALANGA 
 
 
The properties as referred to above are adjacent and in close proximity of the proposed 
mining area (see locality map in Draft Scoping Report). 
 
All the above properties are hereinafter jointly and severally referred to as “the affected 
property”.  
 
My client has received the Draft Scoping Report (“DSR”) with regards to the above-
mentioned applications. 
 
My client, as landowner and commercial farmer of the above-mentioned property, is an 
Affected and Interested Party in terms of the provisions of the Mineral and Petroleum 
Resources Development Act, No. 28 of 2002 (“MPRDA”), as amended by the Mineral and 
Petroleum Resources Development Amendment Act, No. 49 of 2008 (“MPRDAA”) the 
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Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, No. R 982 of 4 December 2014 ("EIAR") read 
with the National Environmental Management Act, No.107 of 1998 (“NEMA”), and the 
National Water Act, No. 36 of 1998 (“NWA”). 
 
Your attention is drawn to the provisions of Regulation 40(2) of the EIAR which states that 
“The public participation process contemplated in this regulation must provide access to all 
information that has or may have the potential to influence any decision with regard to an 
application…” 
 
In order for my client to be placed in apposition to ascertain how it rights as land owner and 
commercial farmer may be affected by the above-mentioned applications, and to be able to 
study and to scrutinize the contents of the above statutory required documentation, you are 
requested to provide my client with copies of the following documentation which the 
Applicant has submitted to the DMR when it has applied for a mining right in terms of the 
provisions of Section 22 of the MPRDA, namely: 
 
1. Acceptance Letter received from the Department of Mineral  Resources confirming the 

acceptance of the application for a Mining Right; 
 

2. Draft Mining Work Programme; 
 

3. Draft Social and Labour Plan 
 

4. The technical competency of the Applicant; 
 

5. The financial resources of the Applicant; 
 

6. The BEE status of the Applicant. 
 
You as the Environmental Assessment Practitioner (“ EAP”) must register my client as 
Affected and Interested Party as such, and put its detail, and my firm as its authorized 
consultant, on your data base for this Project, and notify and advise my client and the writer 
with all public consultation notices and future documents and correspondences regarding 
the consultation process. 
 
It is recorded that the comments, objections and concerns raised at the time when the first 
application for a mining right and environmental authorisation was made by the Applicant 
during march 2018 must be read in conjunction with the comments to the now applicable 
DSR, mutatis mutandis. The contents of the responses of my client to the then Draft Scoping 
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Report, the Environmental Specialised Studies and the Draft Environmental Management 
Programme Report must be included in respective Reports as applicable. 
 
The Applicant is advised that an application for a prospecting right for coal and the 
applicable application for an environmental authorisation was some time ago been made 
from a company called Motau Mining Services (Pty) Ltd under DMRE Reference No.MP 
30/5/1/1/2//16488 PR. The proposed prospecting area is within the proposed mining area of 
the Rietkol Silica Project.  
 
The Applicant is called upon to advised my client how it intends to mine for silica when coal 
will in future be mined in the same mining area. These propose environmental impacts and 
the mitigation methods associated therewith must be included in the DSR and further 
documentation as statutory required in terms of the provisions of the EIAR. 
 
My client’s commercial farming business comprises the farming with prickly pears and roses 
and the harvesting of arable grazing (“tef”)  on the affected properties. 
 
The prickly pears and roses are produced for the export market. These produce is planted in 
hothouses (tunnels) and on cultivated lands. 
 
( the above commercial farming activities and business are hereinafter referred to jointly 
and severally as “the business”) 
 
It must not be construed or implied that my client necessarily agree with the contents of the 
DSR which we do not specifically address in this letter, and my client’s rights are reserved to 
comments in future on any of those issues if it deems it necessary, and once it is in receipt of 
the draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report and the necessary Environmental 
Specialist Reports which will follow the DSR, as well as the documents as listed and referred 
to above with regards to the application for the mining right by the Applicant. 
 
I will now deal with the contents of the DRS and supporting baseline studies applicable to 
the DSR relevant to the my client’s, business on the above properties which are situated 
adjacent and in close proximity to the proposed mining area of the proposed Rietkol Silica 
Mine (see properties descriptions in the preamble of the letter). 
 
Special attention should be paid to the fact that the commercial farming business is, inter 
alia, the production of food, for humans and animals, and if these produced food (especially 
prickly pears) are contaminated with silica dust in particular, and dust in general, my client 
will not be able to sell the food product to retailers and consumers, as very specific and 
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stringent rules and regulations, as well as retailer’s specific requirements concerning health 
cannot be met by my client in the above circumstances. Packing material will be 
contaminated by dust. The same applies to the selling and marketing of roses(and maize if 
applicable to my client’s business) mutatis mutandis. 
 
You are advised, in the light of the aforesaid, at this earlier stage of the proposed project 
that my client will suffer irreparable loss and damages should the proposed mine be 
established on properties adjacent or nearby to the affected properties. Environmental 
degradation associated with mining such as air pollution, dust pollution, water depletion and 
polluted water are not conducive to the business of my client as explained above. 
 
The below mentioned studies should also focus particular on the business of my client also 
with regard to anti-pollution measures with regard to the accumulation of silica dust on the 
hothouses, the prickly pears and the roses , and the increased financial cost of the removal 
of excessive dust from the hothouses. In this regard it should be noted that the removal of 
dust on the hothouses will necessitate an increase in water consumption and the 
employment of more labour intensive methods. 
 
EFFECT OF SILICOSIS ON HUMAN BEINGS 
 
Environmental and Scientific Studies should be undertaken to evaluate and to investigate 
the effect that silica dust emanating from the proposed mine may have on the inhabitants of 
the area.  
 
The following statements made on page 13, paragraph 7.1.1 in the Hazard Identification and 
Risk Assessment Report, namely, “During a survey conducted by AirCHECK at an existing 
mine in the Delmas area, it was establish that the crystalline silica contents of the dust was 
26%.” , and “it has been estimated that there are at least 480 000 cases of silicosis and 
226 000 cases of tuberculosis in former mineworkers attributable to work in South African 
mines”, are of great concern and ,to say the least, shocking. 
 
The environmental impact and degradation concerning the health risks and health threats 
associated with silicosis, and medical conditions associated with silicosis should be 
extensively research with regard to this new proposed silica mine, especially in the light of 
the Covid-19 Virus Pandemic, as persons with underlying medical conditions (such as lung 
deceases and respiratory illnesses) will be more a risk to contract the Covid-19 Virus. The 
studies should include, not only mineworkers and contractors who will work on the 
proposed mine, but also the general public residing adjacent and in close proximity of the 
mine. 
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The Plan of Study should include a comprehensive medical research and study report as 
referred to above, especially in the light of the crushing methods that will be used to crush 
and screen the silica sand to a very small size of -5mm. 
 
The Applicant is alluded to the following provisions of Section 24(a) of the Constitution of 
the Republic of South Africa, No.108 of 1996 which clearly provides that “Everyone has the 
right to an environment that is not harmful to their health or well-being”.      
 
AIR POLLUTION 
 
The Environmental Specialist should investigate and evaluate the effect that dust may have 
on the business of my client, especially silica dust and dust emanating from the proposed 
mine. 

The statement on page 161, paragraph 8.2.7.1.6 of the DSR, namely, “Opencast mining 
should control the generation of particulate matter on mine haul roads. Water spraying is a 
cheap and effective means of control and should be consistently applied across mines in the 
Highveld Priority Area ” is a general statement and does not address mitigation methods for 
air pollution from the emission of dust generated by the crusher and screening plants, 
especially in the light of the fact that those dust particles contain silica particles which is 
detrimental to the health of the affected and interested party and the community living in 
close proximity to the proposed mine. 

The statement “Fugitive dust emissions released during mining operations are generally only 
of concern within 3 - 5 km of the mine boundary” on the same page of the DSR is a clear 
indication that dust will have an effect on my client’s business operations, as its property 
falls within this range. 

The statement on page 195, paragraph 9.7.1 of the DSR, namely “Fine particles can be 
dispersed over much greater distances. Fugitive dust may have significant adverse impacts 
such as reduced visibility, soiling of buildings and materials, reduced growth and production 
in vegetation and may affect sensitive areas and aesthetics. Fugitive dust can also adversely 
affect human health.” Is a clear indication that the Air Pollution Impact Assessment Studies 
should be amplified to show clearly the mitigation measures which will be implemented by 
the mine, and that such studies should specifically include mitigating measures concerning  
fugitive dust emissions which will certainly affect my client’s business.   
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The reference to studies that were conducted in 2017 by Eskom on a Chicken Farm Site 
situated approximately 30km north-east of the Rietkol mining area in the DSR is, with 
respect irrelevant, and has no bearing on the air environment in the Rietkol study area. It is 
not clear if that dust emissions were generated by a coal mine or by a silica mine  

Dust monitoring points must be installed at the business site of my client and must be 
regularly monitor. 
 
NOISE  

On page 149, paragraph 8.2.8.2.2 the following statement is made, namely “Mining activities 
(calculated noise levels) should not change these proposed acceptable rating levels with 
more than 7 dBA (disturbing noise) and ideally with no more than 3 dBA.” 

“ideally” is only a statement and is not conclusive, and fails to indicate any specifics and 
realities which noise generated by mining operations and associated activities will have on 
the environment. According to the above statement the dBa could be as high as 7 dBa. It 
appears if all of the above statement is purely speculation and has not been properly 
modelled in a an environmental study. 

BLASTING AND GROUND VIBRATION 
 
The Section in the DSR (Section 9.9) concerning blasting and ground vibration is merely a 
summary in general terms what normally occurs when a mine undertakes blasting 
operations. It lacks any specifics as to what the environmental effect of blasting and ground 
vibration will be in the case of this particular mining operation. No blasting and ground 
vibration modelling has been undertaken to determine the degradation to the environment 
due to blasting and ground vibration, and the mitigating measures that the mine will 
implement to prevent such environmental harm. 
 
A Blasting and Ground Vibration Impact Study should be undertaken by an environmental 
specialist.  
 
SOCIO- ECONOMICAL IMPACT 

It is noted on page 214, paragraph 10.1 of the DSR that “A macro-economic study is aimed at 
determining the economic and socio-economic indicators and assist in identifying the best 
alternative land use option.”  



johann minnaar trading as: 

Jm  
  
PROPERTY AND MINERAL RIGHTS CONSULTANTS 
EIENDOMS- EN MINERALEREGTE KONSULTANTE 
Mobile: 076 643 8750 
Suite 39, Private Bag X11, Northriding, 2162. 
jm.mineralrights@icloud.com 
 

Leaders in Mining Law Environmental Law Mine Health and Safety  
 

Pa
ge
7 	

The social and financial impact of the employees of the business should be investigated and 
in the event that the business has to close down due to the negative impact that the 
proposed mine would have on the business as explained above. 
 
The financial impact on the business must be investigated as well. 
 
In this regard you are referred to the provisions of Chapter 5, Section 23(2)(b) of the 
National Environmental Management Act, No. 107 of 1998 (NEMA) which provides that the 
Applicant must identify, predict and evaluate the actual and potential impact on, inter alia, 
the socio-economic conditions of the area, in this case, specifically to the business of my  
client. 

It is inadequate, and in contradiction to the provisions of Section 23(2) (b) of NEMA if the 
proposed study as referred in the DSR, as referred to, and quoted above, is only based on “a 
broad level, investigating impacts on overall welfare requires considering the efficiency, 
equity, and sustainability of the project” as stated on page 215 of the DSR. The Socio- 
Economic Impact Report must be conducted at individual businesses, such as that of my 
client, and cannot be generalised.   

CUMULATIVE IMPACT. 
 
It is placed on record that the proposed development of this project together with new coal 
mines adjacent and nearby to the business that are currently planned will have a cumulative 
impact on the business operations of my client specifically, and to the flower, roses, chicken, 
maize and egg producing industry in the region in general. This cumulative impact from an 
economic, social and environmental perspective should be investigated and included as part 
of the specialized environmental studies. 
 
The new coal mine projects which will affect, cumulatively with the new proposed silica 
mine, the environment are: Palmietkuilen, Eloff Mining (Exxaro), and Kangala Colliery 
Extension (Universal Coal). Information on all these projects is in the public domain and can 
be researched by the Applicant. 
 
 
WATER QUALITY AND QUANTITY 
 
We reserve the right to comment on the above subjects once the required Environmental 
Specialist Study, as part of the Draft EIA, has been submitted to my client for comments in 
the light of the undertaking on page 219, paragraph 10.3.2, namely that the following 
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environmental specialist study will be conducted, namely, “Updating of the groundwater 
numerical model (pollution plume) and impact assessment based on the preferred layout for 
the project.” 
 
The proposed investigation should be amplified to include an investigation and study to 
determine the effect that water usages at its proposed mine will have on the available water 
sources for the area, as future water demands is likely to cause a decrease in water 
availability in the area with the result that my client’s business, and the agricultural activities 
in the area in general, will suffer loss and damage. 
 
OBJECTIONS IN TERMS OF SECTION 10 OF THE MPRDA 
 
My client  reserves the right to object against the granting of the mining right in terms of the 
provisions of Section 10 of the MPRDA, once it is in possession of the required documents as 
referred to above. 
 
Detail representation will be made in substantiation of its objection in terms of Section 10 of 
the MPRDA. 
 
ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION REQUIRED 
 
My client reserves further the right to amplify its responses to the applications of the 
Applicant once copies of the documents as requested in this responds have been made 
available to it, and once the final draft environmental studies and draft EMPr have been 
made available to it during the public participation process and in terms of the provisions of 
the EIAR.  
 
WITHOUT PREJUDICE 
 
The letter is written without prejudice of any of the rights of my clients, and all their rights 
are reserved and remain reserved. 
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RECEIPT OF RESPONSES  
 
Kindly acknowledge receipt of the letter, and confirm that the necessary information as 
affected and interested party has been included into your database for this project, as well 
as the responses of my client which was made during the first applications in 2018. 
 
Regards 
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Johann Minnaar 
 
  
      
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
06 May 2021 

 
 
PER EMAIL:  jm.mineralrights@icloud.com 
 

JM Property and Mineral Rights Consultants 

Suite 39 

Private Bag X11 

Northriding 

2162 

Attention:  Mr. Johann Minnaar 

 

COMMENTS ON DRAFT SCOPING REPORT: RIETKOL MINING OPERATIONS: RE-

APPLICATION FOR A MINING RIGHT AND AN INTEGRATED ENVIRONMENTAL AND WATER 

USE AUTHORISATION: NHLABATHI MINERALS (PTY) LTD:  DMRE REFERENCE NO. MP 

30/5/1/1/2/10268 MR 

We would like to submit the following in response to your submission on behalf of WGM Stols 

trading as Unex Rose dated 23 April 2021. 

Registration as Interested and Affected Party 

We hereby confirm registration as Interested and Affected Parties (“IAPs”) of the persons mentioned 

in your letter, as follow: 

• Unex Rose, represented by Mr WGM Stols; and 

• Mr J Minnaar as authorized consultant. 

As a registered IAP you will be kept abreast of the project progress, notified of any available 

information, invited to relevant engagement sessions and review/comment periods of project 

documents. 
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Request for Information 

Your request for information regarding the proposed Rietkol Mining Operation (“Rietkol Project”) is 

addressed as follows: 

Acceptance Letter received from the 
Department of Mineral Resources and 
Energy (“DMRE”) confirming the 
acceptance of the application for a 
Mining Right 

The Mining Right application was accepted by the 
DMRE on 21 January 2021 and is attached for your 
records. 

Draft Mining Work Programme (“MWP”) A redacted version of the draft MWP as submitted to 
the DMRE is attached for your records.  It is noted 
that information deemed confidential has been 
obscured. 

Draft Social and Labour Plan (“SLP”) A summary of the draft SLP submitted to the DMRE is 
attached for your records.  It is noted that the 
proposed Local Economic Development (“LED”) 
projects have not yet been approved and could still 
change in consultation with the DMRE. 

The technical competency of the 
Applicant 

Nhlabathi Minerals (Pty) Ltd (“Nhlabathi”) is wholly 
owned by Apex Silica Mining (Pty) Ltd (“Apex”).  Apex 
has two operational mines e.g.  Kwanza Sands 
Minerals and Silica Quartz.  Sufficient technical 
competency is available within these operations to 
assist with the management and operation of the 
proposed Rietkol Project.  

The financial resources of the Applicant Sufficient financial resources are accessible through 
Apex’s existing operations to support the proposed 
Rietkol Project. 

The BEE status of the Applicant Nhlabathi is a wholly owned subsidiary of Apex Silica, 
30% black owned company. 

 
 

Environmental and Business Impacts 

Your concerns around noise, air, blasting & vibration, health and water pollution and the potential 

impact on your client’s businesses are noted and will be considered and assessed during the 

Environmental Impact Assessment (“EIA”) process.  Specifically, the potential impact on the 

economic activities of Unex Rose will be assessed as part of the macro-economic impact assessment, 

including impacts on Gross Domestic Product (“GDP”) and employment.  The socio- and macro-

economic specialists have requested a meeting with your client during which his concerns will be 

discussed in detail for inclusion in the impact assessments.  We are still awaiting confirmation of a 

suitable date for such. 
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A detailed response to your comments on the draft Scoping Report and request for additional 

studies will be provided in the Comments and Response Report (“CRR”) that will be submitted to the 

DMRE with the Final Scoping Report.  These documents will also be made available to all registered 

IAPs. 

 

All our rights herein are reserved. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

MARIETJIE EKSTEEN 

 

Copied to: Unex Rose (Mr WGM Stols) 












