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APPENDIX 2: DETAILS OF THE SPECIALIST, DECLARATION OF INTEREST AND 

UNDERTAKING UNDER OATH 

 

 (For official use only)                      

File Reference Number:  

NEAS Reference Number: DEA/EIA/ 

Date Received:  

 

Application for authorisation in terms of the National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 

of 1998, as amended and the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014, as 

amended (the Regulations) 

 

PROJECT TITLE 

THE GRID CONNECTION OF THE VHUVHILI SOLAR ENERGY FACILITY NEAR SECUNDA, 

MPUMALANGA PROVINCE 
 

Kindly note the following: 

 

• This form must always be used for applications that must be subjected to Basic 

Assessment or Scoping & Environmental Impact Reporting where this Department is the 

Competent Authority. 

• This form is current as of 01 September 2018.  It is the responsibility of the Applicant / 

Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to ascertain whether subsequent versions of 

the form have been published or produced by the Competent Authority.  The latest available 

Departmental templates are available at https://www.environment.gov.za/documents/forms. 

• A copy of this form containing original signatures must be appended to all Draft and Final 

Reports submitted to the department for consideration. 

• All documentation delivered to the physical address contained in this form must be 

delivered during the official Departmental Officer Hours which is visible on the 

Departmental gate. 

• All EIA related documents (includes application forms, reports or any EIA related 

submissions) that are faxed; emailed; delivered to Security or placed in the Departmental 

Tender Box will not be accepted, only hardcopy submissions are accepted. 

 

Departmental Details 

Postal address: Department of Environmental Affairs, Attention: Chief Director: Integrated 

Environmental Authorisations, Private Bag X447, Pretoria, 0001 

Physical address: Department of Environmental Affairs, Attention: Chief Director: Integrated 

Environmental Authorisations, Environment House, 473 Steve Biko Road, Arcadia  

Queries must be directed to the Directorate: Coordination, Strategic Planning and Support at: 

Email: EIAAdmin@environment.gov.za 
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10.4 The Specialist 
 
 Note: Duplicate this section where there is more than one specialist. 
 
 
I ……………………………………, as the appointed specialist hereby declare/affirm the correctness of the information provided as part 
of the application, and that I: 
 
 

• in terms of the general requirement to be independent (tick which is applicable): 
 

 other than fair remuneration for work performed/to be performed in terms of this application, have no business, financial, 
personal or other interest in the activity or application and that there are no circumstances that may compromise my 
objectivity; or 

  

 am not independent, but another EAP that is independent and meets the general requirements set out in Regulation 13 
has been appointed to review my work (Note: a declaration by the review specialist must be submitted); 
 

 

• have expertise in conducting specialist work as required, including knowledge of the Act, regulations and any guidelines that have 
relevance to the proposed activity; 

• will ensure compliance with the EIA Regulations 2014; 

• will perform the work relating to the application in an objective manner, even if this results in views and findings that are not 
favourable to the application; 

• will take into account, to the extent possible, the matters listed in regulation 18 of the regulations when preparing the application 
and any report, plan or document relating to the application;  

• will disclose to the proponent or applicant, registered interested and affected parties and the competent authority all material 
information  in my possession that reasonably has or may have the potential of influencing any decision to be taken with respect to 
the application by the competent authority or the objectivity of any report, plan or document to be prepared by myself for 
submission to the competent authority (unless access to that information is protected by law, in which case I will indicate that such 
protected information exists and is only provided to the competent authority); 

• declare that all the particulars furnished by me in this form are true and correct;  

• am aware that it is an offence in terms of Regulation 48 to provide incorrect or misleading information and that a person convicted 
of such an offence is liable to the penalties as contemplated in section 49B(2) of the National Environmental Management Act, 
1998 (Act 107 of 1998). 
 

 
 
              
Signature of the specialist 
 
 
              
Name of company 
 
 
              
Date 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Kerry Schwartz

SLR Consulting South Africa (Pty) Ltd

02 November 2022
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10.4 The Specialist 
 
 Note: Duplicate this section where there is more than one specialist. 
 
 
I ……………………………………, as the appointed specialist hereby declare/affirm the correctness of the information provided as part 
of the application, and that I: 
 
 

• in terms of the general requirement to be independent (tick which is applicable): 
 

 other than fair remuneration for work performed/to be performed in terms of this application, have no business, financial, 
personal or other interest in the activity or application and that there are no circumstances that may compromise my 
objectivity; or 

  

 am not independent, but another EAP that is independent and meets the general requirements set out in Regulation 13 
has been appointed to review my work (Note: a declaration by the review specialist must be submitted); 
 

 

• have expertise in conducting specialist work as required, including knowledge of the Act, regulations and any guidelines that have 
relevance to the proposed activity; 

• will ensure compliance with the EIA Regulations 2014; 

• will perform the work relating to the application in an objective manner, even if this results in views and findings that are not 
favourable to the application; 

• will take into account, to the extent possible, the matters listed in regulation 18 of the regulations when preparing the application 
and any report, plan or document relating to the application;  

• will disclose to the proponent or applicant, registered interested and affected parties and the competent authority all material 
information  in my possession that reasonably has or may have the potential of influencing any decision to be taken with respect to 
the application by the competent authority or the objectivity of any report, plan or document to be prepared by myself for 
submission to the competent authority (unless access to that information is protected by law, in which case I will indicate that such 
protected information exists and is only provided to the competent authority); 

• declare that all the particulars furnished by me in this form are true and correct;  

• am aware that it is an offence in terms of Regulation 48 to provide incorrect or misleading information and that a person convicted 
of such an offence is liable to the penalties as contemplated in section 49B(2) of the National Environmental Management Act, 
1998 (Act 107 of 1998). 
 

 
 
              
Signature of the specialist 
 
 
              
Name of company 
 
 
              
Date 
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SPECIALIST DECLARATION  

 

This report has been prepared in terms of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations under the 

National Environmental Management Act (Act No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA 2014, 2017) and the gazetted ‘Procedures 

for the assessment and minimum criteria for reporting on identified environmental themes  (Government Gazette 

43110, No. 320, 20 March 2020  and Government Gazette 43855, No. 1150, 30 October 2020) (NEMA 2020a, 2020b). 

Note that these protocols replace the requirements of Appendix 6 of the 2014 NEMA EIA Regulations. The approach, 

methodology and regulatory framework is explained in Chapters 2 and 3 of the report.  

 

Appointment of specialist 

 

Ekotrust cc was commissioned by CSIR (EMS, SMART PLACES) Stellenbosch to provide an assessment on the 

terrestrial biodiversity and species of the Vhuvhili gridline infrastructure as part of the Vhuvhili Solar Energy Facility, 

located to the east of Secunda in the Mpumalanga province. 

 

Company profile: 

 

Name of Company: Ekotrust cc 

(Registration number: CK90/05465/23) 

Sole Member: Dr Noel van Rooyen 

Founding date: 1990 

 

Ekotrust cc specialises in habitat evaluation, vegetation classification and mapping, floristic diversity assessments, 

rare species assessments, alien plant assessments and management, wildlife management, wildlife production and 

economic assessments, veld condition assessment, bush encroachment, fire management, carrying capacity, wildlife 

numbers and ratios.  

 

Specialist declaration 

 

We, Noel van Rooyen and Gretel van Rooyen, as the appointed independent specialists, hereby declare that we: 

▪ act as independent specialists in this application; 

▪ perform the work relating to the application in an objective manner, even if this results in views and findings 

that are not favourable to the applicant; 

▪ regard the information contained in this report, as it relates to our specialist input/study, to be objective, true 

and correct within the framework of assumptions and limitations; 

▪ do not have and will not have any business, financial, personal or other interest in the undertaking of the activity, 

other than remuneration for work performed in terms of the NEMA, the Environmental Impact Assessment 

Regulations 2014, and amendments 2017; Procedures for the assessment and minimum requirements for 

reporting on identified environmental themes in terms of Sections 24(5) (a) and (h) and 44 of the National 

Environmental Management Act, 1998, when applying for environmental authorisation, and any specific 

environmental management act (NEMA 2020); 

▪ declare that there are no circumstances that may compromise our objectivity in performing such work; 

▪ have expertise in conducting the specialist report relevant to this application, including knowledge of the Act, 

Regulations and any guidelines that have relevance to the proposed activity; 

▪ will comply with the Act, Regulations and all other applicable legislation; 

▪ have no, and will not engage in, conflicting interests in the undertaking of the activity; 

▪ have no vested interest in the proposed activity proceeding; 
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▪ undertake to disclose to the applicant and the competent authority all material information in our possession 

that reasonably has or may have the potential to influence any decision to be taken with respect to the 

application by the competent authority; or the objectivity of any report, plan or document to be prepared by us 

for submission to the competent authority;  

▪ all the particulars furnished by us in this form are true and correct; and 

▪ realise that a false declaration is an offence in terms of regulation 48 and is punishable in terms of section 24F 

of the Act. 

 

Indemnity and conditions relating to this report: 

 

The observations, findings, recommendations and conclusions provided in the current report are based on the 

compilers’ best scientific and professional knowledge and other available information. If new information should 

become available Ekotrust cc reserves the right to modify aspects of the report. This report (hard copy and/or 

electronic) must not be amended or extended without the prior written consent of the author. Furthermore, any 

recommendations, statements or conclusions drawn from or based on this report must make reference to the 

report. If these recommendations, statements or conclusions form part of a main report relating to the current 

investigation, this report must be included in its entirety (as an Appendix). 

 

Although Ekotrust cc has exercised due care in preparing this report, it accepts no liability, and by receiving this 

document, the client indemnifies Ekotrust cc against all actions, claims, demands, losses, liabilities, costs, damages 

and expenses arising from or in connection with services rendered, and by the use of the information contained in 

this document.  

Signature of specialists:     

 

Name of specialists:  Dr N van Rooyen    Prof. MW van Rooyen 

 

Date:      1 November 2022   1 November 2022 

 

Note: This specialist assessment was commissioned prior to the gazetting of the ‘Protocol for the Specialist 

Assessment and Minimum Report Content Requirements for Environmental Impacts on Terrestrial Plant and 

Animal Species’ (GG 43855 / GN R1150, 30 October 2020). Therefore, the assessment of terrestrial animal and 

plant species for purposes of this project was undertaken in terms of the ‘Protocol for the Specialist Assessment 

and Minimum Report Content Requirements of Environmental Impacts on Terrestrial Biodiversity’ (GG 43110 / GN 

R320, 20 March 2020), and of which the specialists’ findings are included in this Terrestrial Biodiversity and Species 

Specialist Assessment Report. 

 

Nevertheless, the Protocols for the Specialist Assessment and Minimum Report Content Requirements for 

Environmental Impacts on Terrestrial Plant and Animal Species were considered and the findings are contained in 

the Site Verification Report.  
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Appendix B - Specialist Statement of Independence 

 

I, Chris van Rooyen, declare that – 

 

• I act as the independent specialist in this application; 

• I will perform the work relating to the application in an objective manner, even if this results in views 

and findings that are not favourable to the applicant; 

• I declare that there are no circumstances that may compromise my objectivity in performing such 

work; 

• I have expertise in conducting the specialist report relevant to this application, including knowledge 

of the Act, Regulations and any guidelines that have relevance to the proposed activity; 

• I will comply with the Act, Regulations and all other applicable legislation; 

• I have no, and will not engage in, conflicting interests in the undertaking of the activity; 

• I undertake to disclose to the applicant and the competent authority all material information in my 

possession that reasonably has or may have the potential of influencing - any decision to be taken 

with respect to the application by the competent authority; and -  the objectivity of any report, plan 

or document to be prepared by myself for submission to the competent authority; 

• all the particulars furnished by me in this form are true and correct; and 

• I realise that a false declaration is an offence in terms of regulation 48 and is punishable in terms 

of section 24F of the Act. 

 

Signature of the Specialist:  
Name of Company: Chris van Rooyen Consulting 
Date: 23 September 2022 
 

 

I, Albert Froneman, declare that – 

 

• I act as the independent specialist in this application; 

• I will perform the work relating to the application in an objective manner, even if this results in views 

and findings that are not favourable to the applicant; 

• I declare that there are no circumstances that may compromise my objectivity in performing such 

work; 

• I have expertise in conducting the specialist report relevant to this application, including knowledge 

of the Act, Regulations and any guidelines that have relevance to the proposed activity; 

• I will comply with the Act, Regulations and all other applicable legislation; 

• I have no, and will not engage in, conflicting interests in the undertaking of the activity; 

• I undertake to disclose to the applicant and the competent authority all material information in my 

possession that reasonably has or may have the potential of influencing - any decision to be taken 

with respect to the application by the competent authority; and -  the objectivity of any report, plan 

or document to be prepared by myself for submission to the competent authority; 

• all the particulars furnished by me in this form are true and correct; and 

• I realise that a false declaration is an offence in terms of regulation 48 and is punishable in terms 

of section 24F of the Act. 
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Signature of the Specialist:  
Name of Company: Chris van Rooyen Consulting 
Date: 23 September 2022 
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10.4 The Specialist 
 
 Note: Duplicate this section where there is more than one specialist. 
 
 
I ……………………………………, as the appointed specialist hereby declare/affirm the correctness of the information provided as part 
of the application, and that I: 
 
 
• in terms of the general requirement to be independent (tick which is applicable): 

 
 other than fair remuneration for work performed/to be performed in terms of this application, have no business, financial, 

personal or other interest in the activity or application and that there are no circumstances that may compromise my 
objectivity; or 

  
 am not independent, but another EAP that is independent and meets the general requirements set out in Regulation 13 

has been appointed to review my work (Note: a declaration by the review specialist must be submitted); 
 

 
• have expertise in conducting specialist work as required, including knowledge of the Act, regulations and any guidelines that have 

relevance to the proposed activity; 
• will ensure compliance with the EIA Regulations 2014; 
• will perform the work relating to the application in an objective manner, even if this results in views and findings that are not 

favourable to the application; 
• will take into account, to the extent possible, the matters listed in regulation 18 of the regulations when preparing the application 

and any report, plan or document relating to the application;  
• will disclose to the proponent or applicant, registered interested and affected parties and the competent authority all material 

information  in my possession that reasonably has or may have the potential of influencing any decision to be taken with respect to 
the application by the competent authority or the objectivity of any report, plan or document to be prepared by myself for 
submission to the competent authority (unless access to that information is protected by law, in which case I will indicate that such 
protected information exists and is only provided to the competent authority); 

• declare that all the particulars furnished by me in this form are true and correct;  
• am aware that it is an offence in terms of Regulation 48 to provide incorrect or misleading information and that a person convicted 

of such an offence is liable to the penalties as contemplated in section 49B(2) of the National Environmental Management Act, 
1998 (Act 107 of 1998). 
 

 
 
              
Signature of the specialist 
 
 
              
Name of company 
 
 
              
Date 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DocuSign Envelope ID: 8B30F46B-3838-4561-BBF4-155CFEDBE2E5

Lizande Kellerman

CSIR Environmental Management Services

09/11/2022
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