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Enquiries: Fiona Grimett
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Mr. Simon Haw.
Aurora Power Solutlons (Pty) Ltd -
2D Nautica Building, Water Club Complex
100 Beach Road
- MOULLIE POINT
8001

Fax no: 086 513 8648
. PER FACSIMILE / MAIL
Dear Mr. Haw

APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, 1998: GN R.543/544/546: DEVELOPMENT OF 19MW
PHOTOVOLTAIC SOLAR POWER GENERATION PLANT ON THE FARM ADAMS 328 NEAR
HOTAZEL, NORTHERN CAPE PROV!NCE

With reference to the ahove apptlcatlon please be advised that the Department has decided {o grant
authorisation. The environmental authorisation (FA) and reasons for the decision are attached
. herewith. ‘ .

In terms of regulation 10{2) of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010
(the Regulations), you are instructed to nofify all registered interested and affected parties, in writing
and within 12 (twelve) days of the date of the EA, of the Department's decision in respect of your
application as well ‘as the provisions regarding the submission: of appeals that are contamed In the
Regulations. ‘

 Your attention is drawn to Chapter 7 of the Regulatlons which prescnbes the appeal procedure to be
followed. This procedure is summarised in the attached document. Kindly include a copy of this
document with the letter of notification to interested and affected parties. '

Should the applicant or any other party wish to appeal any aspect of the decision a notice of |r|tentton to

appeal must be lodged by all prospective appellants with the Minister, within 20 days of the date of the
EA, by means of one of the followmg methods: .

By facsimile: 012 320 ‘756-1; :

By post: Private Bag X447,
: Pretoria, 0001, or
By hand: 2nd Floor, Fedsure Building, North Tower,

Cnr. Lilian Ngoyi {Van der Walt) and Pretorius Streets, Pretoria.



- I the applicant wishes to lodge an appeal, it must also serve a copy of the notice of intention to eppeel‘
on all registered interested and affected parties as well as a notice indicating where, and for what -
period, the appeal submission will be avarlable for inspection, should you intend to submrt an appeal..

Pfeeee include the Department (Attentron Director: lntegreted Environmental Authorrsetrons) in the Iret'
of interested and affected parties, notified through your nofification letter to mtereeted and affected .
parties, for record purpcrses

Appeals must be submitted in Writing‘tca' |

MrT Zwane Senior Legel Administration Ofﬂcer (Appeals) of this Department at the above mentioned
eddreeses or fax number Mr Zwane can also be contected at;

Tel: 012—310—3929 ‘ '
Email: A pealeDirecterete@envirenment Qov.za

The authorised ectrvrtyhes ehail not commence within twenty (20) days of the date of signature of the
authorisation.  Further, please note that the' Minister may, on receipt of appeals against the -
authorisation or conditions thereef suepend the authorisation pending the outcome of the appeals
procedure

Yours sincerel

Mr Mark Gordon o '
Chief Director: Integrated Environmental Authorlsatlons

Department of Environmental Affairs
Date: fo SEPZEm&&L 20/2,

CC: | Mr Roelof Letter EScience Aseocretes Py) @ [T orTieem | Fax 086-599-4687

MrT. Makaudi - | NCDEANG ‘ ' | Tel: 053-B07 7464 ‘Fax: 053-831-3530
Mr Martin Tsatsimpe | 'Kai! Ga-Segunyana Local Municipaiity | Tel 053-712-0418 Fax: 053-712-3581
Mr T Zwane Appeals Authority (DEA) B Tel: 012-310-3929 Fax: 012-320-7561

Mr S Malaza __| Compiiance Monitoring (DEA) ~ - Tel: 012-310-3397 Fax: 012-320-5744.



APPEALS PRCCEDURE IN TERMS OF CHAPTER 7 OF THE NEMA EiA REGULATIQNS 2010 (THE REGULATIDNS) A8 PER‘
GN R. 543 OF 2010 TO BE FOLLOWED BY THE APPLICANT AND INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES UPON RECEIPT
OF NOTIFICATION OF AN ENVIRDNMENTAL AUTHORISATION (EA)

APPLICANT

_INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTIES (lAPs)

1. Receive EA from the relevant Competent Authority (the |
Department of Environmental Affairs [DEA]).

Receive EA from Appllcent/Consultant

2. Within 12 days of date of the EA notify ali IAPs of the EA |

-and draw their atterition to their right to appeal against
the EA in terms of Chapter 7 of the Regulations.

N/A.

3. If you want to appeal against the EA, submit a notice of
intention to appeal within 20 days of the date of the EA
with the Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs (the
Minister). '

If you want to appeal against the EA, submit a notice of
intention to appeal within 20 days of the date of the EA. with
the Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs {the Minister).

4. After having submitted your notice of intention to appeal
to the Minister, pravide each registered IAP with a copy
of the notice of intention to appeal within 10 days of
lodging the notice.

After having submitted your notice of intention to appeal-to
the Minister, provide the appficant with a copy of the notice of
intention o appeal within-10 days of Iodging the notice.

5. The Applicant must also serve on each IAP: ‘
» anotice indicating where and for what peried the
appeal submission will be available for inspeétion.

Appellant must also serve on the Appllcant within 10 days of

~ lodging the notice,
& anofice indicating where and for what period the appeaf

submission will be available for inspection by the
~ applicant.

0. The appeal nmal bd subinillled by wililig b e Migksier
within 30 days after the lapsing of the period of 20 days
provided for the ledging of the nettce of intention fo
appeal.

Hie Gppeal MUST DE SUDMIEA T0 The MInISter within 30 days |
after the lapsing of the period of 20 days provided for the )
lodging of the notice of intention to appeal.

17, Any 1AP who received a notice of mtentlon to appeal

may submit a responding statement to that appeal to the.

“Minister within 30 days from the date that the appeal
submission was lodged with the Mlnlster

An Applicant who received notice of intention to mey submita
responding statement to the appeal to the Minister within 30
days from the date that the appeal submission was lodged

| NDTES

1. | An appeal against a decision must be lodged with:-

- with the Minister.

a) the Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs if the decision’ was issued by the Director- General of the Department of
Environmental Affairs (or another official) acting in his/ her capacity as the delegated Competent Authority; ‘

b) the Minister of Justice and Constitutional Development if the applicant is the Department of Water Affairs and the decision .
was issued by the Director- General of the Department of Environmental Affairs (or anether official) acting in his/ her

capacity as the delegated Competent Authority; -

2. Anappeal lodged with:-

a) - the Minister of Water and Environmental Affawe must be submitted to the Department of Envirorimental Affalrs :
b) the Minister of Justice and Constitutional Development must be submitted to the Departrnent of Environmental Affalrs

3. Anappeal must be:-
a) submitted in writing;
b} accompanied hy:
¢ 3 statement setting out the grounds of eppeal

*  supportng documentation which is refarred to in the appeal; and :
= @ statement that the appellant has complled with regulatlon 62 (2 ) or (3) together mth cop|es of the notices referred to in

regulation 62,




envrronmental affarrs

Peaparimant:
-Environmental Affaira
‘REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA

EnVirenmental Authorisation

In terms of regulation 36 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010

19MW PHOTOVOLTAIC SOLAR POWER GENERATION PLANT ON THE FARM ADAMS 328 NEAR

HOTAZEL, NORTHERN CAPE PROVINCE

John Taolo Gaetsewe District Municipality

12/12/20/2566

Authnnsatlon regleter number
NEAS reference number DEA/EIA/0000734/2011
Last amended: - [ Firstissue |

‘| Holder of authorisation:

Aurora Power Solutrons (Pty)
Ltd |

Locetion of activity:

NORTHERN CAPE|

| PROVINCE: Within the IKail

Ga-Segonyana Local

Municipality |

This authorisation dees not negate the. hulder of the authorisation’s respnns;bmty te comply with any

other statutory reqmrements that may be applleable to the undertakmg of the activity.




" Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorization Reg. No. 12/12/20/2566
NEAS Reference Number: DEA/NEAS/A000734/2011

~ Decision

~ The Department is satisfied, on the basis of infdfmation available tdit and subject to compliance with
the conditions of this environmental authonsatlon that the appllcant should be authorised to undeltake

the activities specified below

Non-compliance with a condition of this authorisation may resuit in criminal prosec:uticin or ofhier actions

provided for in the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 and the EIA regulations.

Details regarding the basis on which the Department reached this decision are set out in Annexure 1.

| - Activities authorised
By virtue of the powérs conferred on it by the National En\fironmental Manag'ement Act, 1998 (Act 107

o 1998) and the Environmantai Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010 the Department hereby

- authorises —
Aurora Power Solutions (Pty) Ltd (APS)
with the following contact details —

Mr. Simon Haw -

Auroré Power Solutions |

2D Nautica Building, Water Club Complex
‘IOO Beach Road -

MOULLIE POINT

8001

Tel: 0214219764
Fax: 0865138648
Cell. 079397 5378

E-mail: simon@apsolutions.co.za




Department of Environmental Afreire :

| ‘Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/2566 '

NEAS Refarence Number: DEAINEAS/0000734/2011

to undertake the following activities (hereafter referred to as “the actw:ty") lndiceted in Listing Notices 1,

20r3 (GN R. 544, 545 & 546)

Listed activities _ Activity/Project
description
GNR. 544 ltem 1. , The construction of a T9MW
| The construction of facilities or infrastructure for the generation of solar power plant.

electnc:ty where!
i. the electricity eutput is more than 10 megewetts but. less than 20

megawatts. .

GNR. 544 lem 10, |

The construction of facilifies er infrasrrur:mre for the transmission and
distribution of | | |
electricity -

(i) outside urben areas or industrial complexes wrth a cepeclty of more
than 33 but less than 275 kilovoits. L

The construction of & power |
fine of less than 275kV fo

| evacuate e}ectricfty from the-

solar power plant to the.

national grid.

| GNR. 644 ftem 23

: The transformation of undevefoped, vacant or derelict land fo ~

(il) residential, retail, commercial, recreational, industrial or institutional
use, outside an urban area and where the total area to be trenefermed
is b:gger than 1 hectare but fess than 20 hecteres -

except where such trensfermetron takes place -

(1) for linear activities; or : "

{ii} for purposes of egnculture or afforestation, in which case Act:wty 16
of Notice No. R. 545 applies. '

The construcffon of the sefer

power p!ant wilf result m the

transformation ~ of  an
unde.veloped eree of
approximately 18.5 ha.

GN R. 546 {fem 4: ,
The constructmn of & road wider than 4 metres wrth e reserve less than

13,5 mefres

| There is an existing access

road to the site. Additional
intemel : accees‘ roads will be
required for the solar power
plant,

GN R. 546 ftom 14:
The clearance of an area of § hectares or more of vegetation where

. 75% ar more of the vegetative cover oonsntutes indigenous vegetation

The c:onstmcﬁee of the solar
power plant will require the
Clearance

of indigenous




Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Autherisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/2566
NEAS Reference Number: DEAINEAS/0000734/2011

Listed activities " ' | | | ActivityIProje&t

| - | - - | description
(@) In Northern Capo: : . ' - vagetation of an area of
i. All areas outside urban areas, . o ‘ apprbximately 19.5 ha.

as described in-the Basic Assessment Report (BAR) dated June 2012 at:

Lo Lat;tude

Middle point of activiy 27023’000"3'” — Pl WOE

- for e wonsbiuction of 19MW solar powér plant on Farm Adams 328 near Hotazel, Kail Ga-

Segonyana Local Municipality, John Taolo Gaetsewe (formery Kgalagadi) District Municipality,

Northern Cape Province, hereafter referred to as “the property”.

The solar power generation facility is to aCcommodate an array of Photovoltaic (PV) and / or

Congentrated Photovoltalc panels (CPV) wnth a qeneratlon capacity of 19MW. The infrastructure

associated with this facllltv includes:

Foundations to support the PV paneIS . ,
PV andfor CPV array: the panels are placéd in rows; with a buffer from the bouhdary fence and
access roads in between each FOW. Panels will have a junction box located below the rows

where all connections between rows meet up. Underground cables run from this box to the

inverter/ transformer house at 400V~1DOOV Diract Current (DC)

Access and inside roads!paths Exmtmg paths are to be used where possible. The tuming circle
of trucks will be taken mto conmderahon and use of roads lpaths will be minimal when the plant
is in operation.

Trenching: all DC and AC wiri'ng within the PV plant will be buried uriderground. A concrete
slab will be plat:ed where vehicles pass over cable trenches. ‘

 Inverter/ trénsformer building: 6m x 3m brick buildings located within the PV. andfor CPV array,

each containing an inverter and a step up transformer, will be constructed. The number of ‘
buildihgs will be dependent on the size of the plant and inverters chosen, Altemnatively a pre-

packaged invertérltrahsformer‘houséd in a concrete substation will be utilised.




' Departméent of Environmental Affeire ‘ ‘
Environmental Authorisation Req. No. 12/12/20/2566
- NEAS Refarence Number: DEA/NEAS/0006734/2011

. Cembmed guard heueel control room: one (1) brick building of approximately 100m2 on the
penmeter of the plant. The control room will contain switchgear and monltenng equipment for
the solar plant. The bulldlngs wilt be a standard height of appremmetely 3m.

+ Connection ‘fo grid: the normal components and size of 2 distribution-rated electrical substation
‘and power lines will be.required. A small substation for the plant will be located outside of the
control room. The solar facility will conneet o the existing Eskom substation on site (the
Dougnor substation):

Conditions of this Environmental Authorisation

Scope of autherieation r

.l

The development of the 19.5he solar facility on the three preferred areas with coordinates indicated

' above in the western and south westem section of the property is approved.

Authorisation of the activ'ity is subject to the conditions contained in this authorisation, which form
pan of the environmental authorisation and are binding.on the holder of the authorisation.

The holder of the autharigation i Iﬁ‘ respansible: for ensuring complianee with the canditions r*nntemed
in this enwrenmentel authorisation. This includes any person actlng on the heldere behalf,
mc!uclmg but not limited to, an agent, servant, contractor, sub—centreeter employee consultant or
person rendering a service to the holder: of the euthoneenen |

The activities authorised mey oniy be oarned out at the prOperty as desenbed ebove

Any changes to, or. dewatlons from, the pre;eet deeenptlon eet Dut in this authorisation must be
approved, in writing, by the Department before such changes or dewatlon.s may be effected. In

assessing whether to grant such approval or not; the Department may request such information as

- it deems neceesery to evaluate the significance and impacts of such changee or devietione and it
may be necessary fer the: holder of the authorisation to apply for further euthonsetlon in terms of

the reguletlene

. This activity must' commence within a neriod of three (3) years from the date ef issue of this
authorisation.  If commencement of the activity does not occur within that period, the authorisation

lapses and a new appllcatlon for environmental eutheneetaen must be made in order for the ectwrty
to be underteken ‘
Commencement W|th one ectrwty hsted in terms of this authoneatlen constitutes commencement of

Al autheneed actl\ntles




Department of Environmental Affairs '
Environmental Authorisation Rey. No. 12/12/20/2568 .
NEAS Reference Number, DEA/NEAS/0000734/2011

8. The holder of an: enwronmental authorisation must notify the competent authority of any alienation,

transfer and ehenge of ownerehlp rights in the property on whlch the activity is to take place.
Notification of authorisation‘ and right to appeal

9. The hoider of the authorisation must notify every register'ect interested and affected party, in wrifing -
~and within 12 {twelve) calendar days of the date of thls environmental authorisation, of the decision

to eutherlee the aetwlty

10. The notification referred. to tnust . .

101, epemfy the date on WhICh the authensetlon was |seued

10.2. inform the interested and affected party of the appeal procedure prowded fer in Chapter 7 of the
* Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2010; ‘

10.3. ad\nse the mterested and affected party that a cepy of the autherlsatlon will be furntshed o’

request and . - |

10.4. give the reasons of the competent authority for the decision.

11. The holder of the authorisation muet publish a notice —"

11.1. informing interested and affected parties ef:the decieien;

11.2. informing interested and affested parties where the decision can be accessed; and

11.3. drawing the attention of interested and affected parties to the fact that an appeal may be lodged

against this demelen in the newspaper( ) contemplated and used in terms of regulation 54(2 )(e) :

and (d ) and which newepaper was used for the pleemg of advertlsements as. part of the publlc

PaﬂICIpa’[IOH Process.
Management of the activity

12, The Enwronmental Management Programme (EMPr) submitted as part of the Appilcet|on for EA is
hereby approved. This EMPr must be implemented and adhered to.




. Department ot Environmentat Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12M2/20/2566
NEAS Reference Number: DEA!NEAS/DODDTBdIQD‘I‘J

Monitoring
. ‘ | :
- 13. The applicant muetappoint a suitably experienoed independent Environmental Control Officer
(ECO) for 'the construction pheee of the development that will have the reeponeibitity to ensure that
the mlttgetron/rehablhtatlon measures-and recommendations referred to in this euthorlsetlon are
tmplemented and fo ensure compliance with the provrerone of the EMF’r | |
- 13.1. The ECO shall be appointed before commencement of any euthoneed activityfies. -
13.2. Once eppointed,‘the name and contact details of the ECO must be submitted to - the
"  Director: Compliance Monitoring of the Department.
13.3. The ECO shalf keep record of all activities on site, problems identtﬁed,ﬁtrenegreeeione noted and
atask schedule ot‘ tasks undertaken by the ECO. |
134, The'ECO shall remain employed until all rehabilitation measures, as required for implementation
due to constriction demege, are completed and the site is ready for operetion.‘
13.5. Records relating tomonitoring and auditing most be kept on site and made available for
inspection’to any rel'e\rent and competent authority in reepect of this development.

Recording and reporting to the Department

14, Al documentation e.'g. eudit/monitoringtoomplienoe reporte end notifications, required to be
submitted to the Department in terms of this authorisation, must be submitted to the
Director: Compliance- Momtorrng at the Department | ' | '

15. The holder of the euthoneatlon must submit an environmental audit report to the Department within . |
30 days of oompletlon of the construction pheee (| e. within 30 days of site handover) and within 30
days of oompletlon of rehabilitation activities, - : | |

16. The environmental audit report must indicate the date of the audit, the name of the auditor and the

| outcome of the audit in terme of c:omplien'ce with the environmental authorisation conditions as well
as the requirements of the EMPr, ‘ | |

17. Records relating to monitoring and eudltlng must be kept on erte and made everlebie for inspection
to any relevent end oompetent euthonty in reepeot of this: development |




Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/2566
NEAS Reference Number: DEA/NEAS/0000734/2011

Commencement of the activity

18. The authorised aetivity shall not cornmence‘within twenty (20) deys of the date of signature of the
authorisation. B . , | “ |

19. An appeal under section 43 of the National Environmental Management Act (NEMA), Act 107 of

1998 (ee amended), does not suspend an environmental autherieation or exemption, or any
provisions or conditions attached thereto, or any d|rect|ve unless the Minister, MEC or delegated
organ of state directs otherwise. |

20. Should you be notified by the Minister of a euepensi‘eh‘of the authorisation pending eppeel
procedures, you may not commenee with the activity. until such time that the Minister allows you to

commence with such an activity in writing.

Notification to authorities

21. Fourteen {14} days written ndtit:e must be given to the Depa'rtment that the activity will commence.
Commencement for the purposes of thle condition includes site preparetlon The' notice must
include a date on which it is antmtpated that the activity will commence, as well as a reference
number. This notltlcatlen period may coincide with the notice of intent to appeal period.

Operation of the activity

22. Fourteen (14) days written notice must be given to the Department that the activity operational

phase will commence.
Site closure and decommissioning :
23. Should the activity ever cease or become redundant, the applicant shall underteke the required

actions as prescribed by legislation at the time and comply with afl retevant fegal requ1rements

admlmetered by any relevant and competent authority at that time.




Department of Envimnmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. Ng, 12/12/20/2566 -

NEAS Reference Number: DEA/NEAS/Q000734/2011

Specific conditions

24,

A secondary vegetation survey'muet be undertaken on the exact 19.5 ha area eheeen within the
preferred areas for development of the solar facility. A copy of this study must be submitted to the
Department prior {0 commencement of the eetivity. This survey must be undertaken by a qualified

regional vegetation specialist prior to construction commencing and during the optimal flowering

" period, in order to:

25,

« identify any species for which permits will be reduired to allow their removal or desti"uction;‘

e identify plant epecimene ot conservation concern which would qualify for plartt rescue or for

. \wh|eh seed should be obtained to assist with their re-establishmeni; and |

. document the species present, their composutlon and ecological drivers, in order to facilitate
 future rehabilitation of the area. | |

A search and rescue progremme" must be implemented by a qualified ‘re:pecialiet prior to the

- clearance of vegetation for any faunal species of conservation concern that are unable to relocate

 of their own accord from the areas intended for development,

8.
27,
28,

29
30.

All necessary permits must be obtained from the relevant authority for the removal or destruction of
affected indigenous protected and endangered plant and animal species.

Capies of pel;mits in respect of. 1.28 ahove required must be submitted to the Department for record

keeping.

No exotic plants may be used for rehabilitation purposes. Only 'indigenoue plants of the area may
be utilised. ' ‘ | '

Cenetructmn activities must not mtrude on the waterholes / pene on the elte

A final Iayout plan for the actnnty must be submitted to the Department for epprovel prior to

commencement of the activity. -

General

.

N official of the Department who requests to see it and must be made available for inspection by any.

A copy ef this authorisetion and the approved EMPr must be kept at the property where the' activity/
will be undertaken. The autherleatlen and approved EMPr must he produced to any authorised

employee or agent of the holder of the authorisation who works or undertakes work at the property.




Depariment of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/2566
NEAS Reference Number: DEA/NEAS/000734/2011

32. The holder of thé authorisation must notify both the Director: Infegrated  Environmental

| Authorfsations and the Director: Compliance Monitoring at the Department, in writing and within 48
(forty eight) hours, if ény condition of this authorisation cannot be or is not adhered to. Any
notiﬁcation in tarms of this c,ondition must be accompahied by reasons for the non-compliance.

33. National govemn"nent, provincial governmént, local authorities or committees appointed in tern{s of
the conditions of this authorisation or any other public authority shall not be held responsible for
~any qamages or losses suftered by the applicant or his succe‘ssor in title in any insta‘mce where
constructioln or opération subseq'uent to. construction be temborarily or permanenily stopped for
reasons of hon~coi‘nplian'ce by the applicant with'the conditions of authorisation as set out in this

document or any other subsequent document emanating from these conditions of authorisation.

Date of enVirohrnentaI authorisation; /< &P@nf’fﬁ e/

@w@f\

Mr Mark Gordon -
Chief Director: !ntegrated- Environmental Authorisations

Department of Envirﬁnméntal Affairs

10



Department of Environmental Affairs
Environmental Authorisation Reg. Na. 12/12/20/2566

1,

NEAS Reference Number: DEAINEAS/000734/2011
Annexure 1: Reasons for Decision

Information considered in making the decislon

In reaching its decision, the Department took, infer alia, the fdlloWing inta consideration -

3
b)

2

| The information contained in the BAR dated June 2012

The comments recéived from the Department of Agnculture Forestry and FIShE.‘HES the South

-African Hentage Resources Agency, the Square Kilometre Array Soath Africa, organs of state and

interested and affected partlee as included in the BAR dated June 2012;

Mitigation measures as proposed iny the BAR dated June 2012 and the EMPt;

The 'inforrnatien contained in the epectalist studies contained within Appendix G of the BAR; and
The objectives and raqmraments of relevant |eg|S|EltI0n pellmee and guidelines, mcludmg section
2 of the Natlonal Enwronmental Management Act, 1998 (Act 107 of 1998) |

*

Key factors considered in making the decision

All information presented to the Department was taken into aecountin the Departrnent’e consideration

of the application. A eummary of the: |ssues whlch in the Departmente view, were df the most

significance is set out below.

a)

b)

The findings of all the Specialist studies conducted and their recommended mitigation measures.
The additional power supply to the grid will result i |n more reliable and cleaner power supply and
consequent oppertumttee for buemase expanelon in the area. The major benefit of the solar |

facility is that local labour will be sourced from the local eernmumtlee

‘The BAR dated June 2012 identified all relevant environmental IEQISIEttIOH and gmdellnee that

have been considered in the preparation of the BAR.
The methodotagy used in aeeeeelng the potenttal :mpacte identifi ed in the BAR dated June 2012
and the specialist studies have been adequately lndlcated

A sufficient public pamclpatlon process was undertaken and the applicant has satisfied the

minimum requirements as prescribed in the EIA Regulations, 2010 for public involvement,

11



Departmant of Environmental Affairs -
Environmental Authorisation Reg. No. 12/12/20/2568

37

" NEAS Reference Number: DEA/NEAS/O000734/2011

Findings

After consideration of the mformatlon ‘and factore listed above the Department made the followmg

findings -

The ‘identiﬁcation and assessment of impacts are detailed in the BAR dated June 2012 and
cufﬁcient assessment of the key identified issues and impacts have been completed.

The pracedure followed for impact assessment is adequate for the decision-making process,

The proposed mrtlgatlon of impacts identified and aeeeesed adequately curtails the identified

-impacts.
According to the lndepenclent EAP, the mformatlon contamed in the BAR dated June 2012 is -

~ accurate and credible.

Both Concentrated F’hotovoltaic'(CPV) and / or conventional. Photovoltaic (PV) teohnologles may
be used in the development of the facility as CPV technology will not result in any additional
rmpacta abave those antrcrpated for conventlonal PV technology

Three approximate preferred areas were identified within the study area for the construction of

the 195 hectare solar power plant. Only 19.5 ha of the three recommended areas will be

developed and not the entire area.

~ The study area is located within a feast threatened vagetation unit. The three identifi ed preferred

areas for the facility have been informed by the flora report, whlch shows the preferred areas to
have the least influence on flora on a local scale. A secondary vegetatron assessment will be

undertaken to identify any protected plant specree and obtain the neceesary permrts prior to

construction. | .
EMPr measures for the pre-construction construction and rehabilitation phases of the

development were proposed and included in the BAR and will be rmplemented to manage the

- identifi ed envrronmental impacts during the: conetructlon process. -

In view of the above,.the Department is satisfied that, subject to ,compliance with the conditions

contained in the environmental authorisation, the proposed activity will not conflict with the general

objectives of integrated environmental rnanagement laid down in Chapter 2 of the National

Environmental lvlanagement Act, 1998 and that any potentially detrimental environmental |mpacte

resulting from the proposed actrvrty can be mitigated to acceptable levela The application is

accordlngly granted,
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