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PROJECT REFERENCE:  DMRE Reference: 30/5/1/3/2/1(179) EM 

REGULATIONS 3(7) EXTENSION REQUEST: APPLICATION FOR INTEGRATED ENVIRONMENTAL 

AUTHORISATION IN TERMS OF THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT AND NATIONAL 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT WASTE ACT READ WITH THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

REGULATIONS FOR THE KHULU TSF & ANCILLARY INFRASTRUCTURE, AS WELL AS VARIOUS CAPITAL 

PROJECTS AT DWARSRIVIER CHROME MINE (PTY) LTD 

REQUEST FOR EXTENSION OF TIME FOR SUBMISSION OF THE FINAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

REPORT IN TERMS OF REGULATION 3 OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REGULATIONS, 2014 

(EIA REGULATIONS, 2014 – as amended) 

 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

This letter refers to the Project Meeting held with the DMRE on 27 October 2021 at their offices in Polokwane.  As per the 

recommendation by Ms. Makhuvele during this meeting, this letter is submitted to request for an extension to the 

submission of the final EIA and EMPr to the DMRE. 

With reference to Regulation to 3(7) of the EIA Regulation, 2014 (GNR982) (as amended), on behalf of the applicant, 

Dwarsrivier Chrome Mine (Pty) Ltd (DCM), EnviroGistics (Pty) Ltd, appointed as the independent Environmental Assessment 

Practitioner (EAP), herewith requests an additional two (2) months (extension of 60 days) in addition to the prescribed 106 

day period to submit the Final Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and Environmental Management Programme 

(EMPr) to the competent authority (DMRE).  

 

Background  

This application is for the purposes of an Integrated Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Process in terms of the NEMA 

Regulations 985 of 2014 (Regulation 983, Regulation 984 and Regulation 985) as amended in 2017 (and associated EIA 

Regulations amendment, 2021); as well as the National Environmental Management: Waste Act, 2008 (NEMWA) and the 

NEMWA Listing Notice published in Regulation 921, 2013 (as amended); for various proposed activities at Dwarsrivier 

Chrome Mine (DCM), Limpopo Province. 

The following activities are included into the process: 

 Project 1: Khulu TSF Project; 
 Project 2: Diesel and Emulsion Batching; 
 Project 3:  Main Parking Extension;  
 Project 4:  Widening of access road between South Shaft/ Main Offices and Plant; and 
 Project 5:  Access Crossing between Plant and North Mine. 

The application for the Integrated Environmental Authorisation Process was submitted to the Department of Mineral 

Resources and Energy (DMRE) on 13 July 2021.   A letter of acknowledgement was issued by the DMRE on 22 July 2021.  The  
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EnviroGistics (Pty) Ltd 

Draft Environmental Scoping Report (ESR) was made available to all registered stakeholders from 23 July 2021 to 23 August 

2021. The Final ESR was made available to the DMRE on 25 August 2021, with the DMRE issuing the acceptance of the ESR 

on 11 October 2021. 

According to the NEMA EIA Regulations, in order to submit the final EIA to the DMRE on 11 February 2022, the draft EIA must 

be submitted on 30 November 2021.   

Based on the prescribed time periods for the application, EnviroGistics is required to submit the Final EIAR and EMPr by 11 

February 2022. EnviroGistics, on behalf of DCM kindly requests an extension to the final submission date as permitted in 

terms of Regulation 3 of the EIA Regulations, 2014.   

 

Legislative Requirements  

In the event where the submission of the final EIA and EMPr cannot be submitted to the competent authority within 106 

days as a result of the increase in scope of work required based on the outcome of an assessment done, an application for 

the extension of time can be submitted in terms of Regulation 3(7) of the EIA Regulations, 2014 to the competent authority 

requesting an extension of the relevant prescribed timeframe. See reference to Regulation 3(7) of the EIA Regulations, 2014 

below - 

3(7)  In the event where the scope of work must be expanded based on the outcome of an assessment done 

in accordance with these Regulations, which outcome could not be anticipated prior to the undertaking 

of the assessment, or in the event where exceptional circumstances can be demonstrated, the 

competent authority may, prior to the lapsing of the relevant prescribed timeframe, in writing, extend 

the relevant prescribed timeframe and agree with the applicant on the length of such extension. 

 

Motivation for extension 

Comments received from the I&APs 

Due to new contact details provided for a land claimant on the property – an additional 30 day consultation has 

been provided to land claimant up from 22 October 2021 until 22 November 2021. Comments from the 

stakeholder will be considered and included into the draft EIA and EMPr. 

EnviroGistics will conduct stakeholder meetings upon the availability of the draft EIA and EMPr – it is highly 

unlikely that Government Departments and stakeholders will be available during December for such meetings 

and for this reason December and January would be allocated to undertake these. 

This submission of the draft EIA and EMPr report on 30 November 2021 will necessitate review over the 

Regulated December block out period, although additional time will be offered, the risk of Stakeholders not 

reviewing this report with sufficient time provided needs to be considered and managed.  

 

 



 

  

EnviroGistics (Pty) Ltd 

Additional information to consider in the numerical models  

Due to various engineering considerations, and the replacement of the original engineering firm, the TSF designs 

are still underway and will impact the outcomes of the Water Balance and Groundwater Studies.  The designs 

will only be available in November 2021.  It is unsure what the impact of this design will be on the water balance 

and numerical model and for this reason such study can only commence upon the finalisation of the design.   

iLeh will be conducting the Groundwater Studies and Water Balance investigations. 

Extension of Time Period Request 

In light of the abovementioned motivations, an extension until 12 April 2022 (60 day extension from 11 February 2022) for 

submission of the Final EIAR and EMPr is duly requested and motivated for. 

Proposed Way Forward  

1. The EAP to incorporate the updated TSF Design and associated Specialist Studies; and  

2. The EAP to provide the draft EIA and EMPr to registered Stakeholders after the NEMA block out period and address 

any comments which may be received during the review period and subsequently submit the Final Environmental 

Impact Assessment Report to the Competent Authority on or before 12 April 2022.  

Kindly confirm receipt of this correspondence and advise us of the decision in respect of this this request.  

We trust that you find the above to be in order.   

Should you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us on 0824121799. 

 

Best Wishes  

Tanja Bekker  
Director 
MSc. Environmental Management; Registered EAP (306/2019); PrSci. Reg. 400198/09 


