




































  

In terms of the National Environmental Management Act (No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA) each of the 
proposed projects triggers listed activities 1, 9, 10, 11, and 18 in Listing Notice 1; listed activity 
10 in Listing Notice 2 and listed activity 4, 13, 14 and 16 in Listing Notice 3 (Government 
Notice (GN) No. R544 and R546 of the 2010 Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
Regulations).  
 

Authorisation from the competent environmental authority, namely the Department of 
Environmental Affairs (DEA), via the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process, as 
outlined in sections 21 to 25 of GN No. R543 in terms of NEMA, is necessary.  Aurecon South 
Africa (Pty) Ltd (Aurecon) has been appointed to undertake the required NEMA process.. 
 

Notice is hereby given of the commencement of a public participation process in terms of the 
NEMA EIA Regulations 2010. The application for the above-mentioned project has been 
submitted to the competent authority in terms of these Regulations. 

In terme van die Wet op Nasionale Omgewingsbestuur (Nr. 107 van 1998) (WNOB) word die 
voorgenome projekt gelys as bedrywighede 1, 9, 10, 11, en 18  van Kennisgewingslys 1, 
bedrywigheid 10 van Kennisgewingslys 2 en bedrywighede 4, 13, 14 en 16 van 
Kennisgewingslys 3 (Goewermentskennisgewing (GK) Nr. R544 en R546 van die 2010 
Omgewingsinvloedbepaling (OIB) regulasies). 
 

Hierdie proses verg ŉ magtiging van die bevoegde owerheid, naamlik die Departement van 
Omgewingsake, na afloop van ŉ Omgewingsinvloedbepalingsproses (OIB) soos uiteengesit in 
Artikels 21 tot 25 van GK Nr. R543. Aurecon (Edms) Bpk (Aurecon) is aangestel om die vereiste 
WNOB-proses uit te voer.   
 

Kennis geskied hiermee dat daar begin word met die proses van openbare deelname kragtens die 
WNOB se Regulasies vir Omgewingsinvloedbepalings 2010. Die aansoek vir die bogenoemde 
projek is reeds ingedien by die bevoegde owerheid in terme van hierdie Regulasies. 
 

 

                                                                                                                  
PROPOSED HYDROPOWER STATION AND ASSOCIATED 

INFRASTRUCTURE AT BOEGOEBERG DAM ON THE ORANGE RIVER, 
NEAR GROBLERSHOOP, NORTHERN CAPE:  

Availability of the Draft Scoping Report  
DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/1/951 

 

Hydro 9 SA (Pty) Ltd wishes to construct a hydropower station and associated infrastructure 
of approximately 10 Megawatt (MW) at Boegoeberg Dam on the Orange River, on the farm 
Zeekoebaart (Remainder of Farm no. 306 and Portion 1 of Farm no. 306), approximately 
26km south east of Groblershoop.  

You are hereby notified of the proposed project and the availability of the Draft Scoping 
Report (DSR) for public review and comment from 17 July 2013 – 26 August 2013.  The 
Draft DSR will be available at the Groblershoop Public Library, at the offices of the Kheis 
Municipality in Groblershoop as well as on the Aurecon website 
(http://www.aurecongroup.com)- [change “Current Location” to South Africa, then click on 
‘Public participation’.]  
 
I&APs have until 26 August 2013 to submit comment by mail, phone, fax or e-mail on the 
proposed projects. Please submit your comments to Aurecon, Attention Simon Clark or Diane 
Erasmus, P.O. Box 494, Cape Town, 8000; Tel: (021) 526 6034; Fax: (021) 526 9500 or 
Email: simon.clark@aurecongroup.com / diane.erasmus@aurecongroup.com 

 

                                                                         
VOORGENOME HIDRO-KRAGSENTRALE, EN VERWANTE 

INFRASTRUKTUUR BY BOEGOEBERGDAM OP DIE ORANJE RIVIER IN DIE 
OMGEWING VAN GOBLERSHOOP, NOORD-KAAP:  

Beskikbaarheid van die Konsep Omvangbepalingsverslag  
 DOS Verw.: 14/12/16/3/3/1/951 

 
Hydro 9 SA (Edms) Bpk beoog om 'n hidro-elektriese kragstasie en gepaardgaande 
infrastruktuur van ongeveer 10 megawatt (MW) by Boegoeberg Dam op die Oranjerivier op te rig, 
op die plaas Zeekoebaart (Restant van Plaas Nr 306 en Gedeelte 1 van die Plaas No.. 306 ), 
ongeveer 26km suidoos van Groblershoop. 

U word hiermee van die proses in kennis gestel, asook van die beskikbaarheid van die Konsep 
Omvangbepalingsverslag (OBV), vanaf 17 Julie 2013 - 26 Augustus 2013, vir openbare oorsig 
en kommentaar.  Die Konsep OBV sal beskikbaar wees by die Groblershoop Openbare 
Biblioteek, by die kantore van die Kheis Munisipaliteit in Groblershoop sowel as op Aurecon se 
webblad (http://www.aurecongroup.com) –[verander ‘Current Location’ na Suid Afrika en kliek op 
‘Public participation’].   
 
B&GPe kan tot en met 26 Augustus 2013 kommentaar op die beoogde projek indien.  Rig u 
kommentaar aan Aurecon, Vir aandag Simon Clark  of Diane Erasmus, Posbus 494, Kaapstad, 
8000; Tel: (021) 526 6034; Faks: (021) 526 9500 of e-pos: simon.clark@aurecongroup.com / 
diane.erasmus@aurecongroup.com 
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Site access road Onder-Seekoebaard farm entrance - 29° 2'30.50"S, 22°16'5.96"E 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Groblershoop Public Library -  28°53'38.54"S, 21°58'56.12"E Oranje St, Groblershoop 8850, South Africa 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
!Kheis Municipal Offices-  28°53'38.54"S, 21°58'56.12"E Oranje St, Groblershoop 8850, South Africa 
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Email Notification of cancellation of Public Meeting 2 August 2013 
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Email Notification DEIR 2 December 2014 
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BEOOGDE HIDROKRAGSENTRALE EN 

VERWANTE  INFRASTRUKTUUR BY 

BOEGOEBERGDAM OP DIE 

ORANJERIVIER, NABY GROBLERSHOOP, 

NOORD-KAAP 

 

OMGEWINGSINVLOEDBEPALINGS PROSES  

Nie-tegniese Opsomming van die OIB-verslag  

Boegoeberg Hydro Electric Power (Edms) Bpk (Boegoeberg Hidrokrag) beoog om ‘n 11 Megawatt (MW) 

hidrokragsentrale op te rig by die Boegoeberg Dam op die Oranje Rivier, naby Groblershoop in die Noord-Kaap om 

krag op ‘n hernubare manier op te wek.   

In terme van die omgwingswetgewing1, word ‘n Omgewingsinvloedbepaling (OIB) proses verlang en die nasionale 

Departement van Omgewingssake (DOS) moet dit goedkeur voor die beoogde projek mag voortgaan. Aurecon Suid-

Afrika (Edms) Bpk (Aurecon) onderneem die OIB proses om die omgewings en sosio-ekonomiese impakte te 

ondersoek om sodoende die owerhede te help om ‘n besluit te neem en om die ontwerp en bestuur van die beoogde 

hidrokragsentrale te lei.  

HOE WERK ‘N OMGEWINGSINVLOEDBEPALINGS PROSES? 

‘n OIB evalueer omgewings en sosio-ekonomiese aspekte van die 

beoogde projek asook die nagevolge van die projek op die 

omgewing en die mense wat in die geaffekteerde area leef. 

Maatreëls word aanbeveel om negatiewe impakte te vermy of te 

verminder tot ‘n vlak wat as aanvaarbaar beskou word vanaf ‘n 

omgewings- en sosiale oogpunt. Waar die projek positiewe impakte 

kan veroorsaak, word maatreëls ingesluit om die positiewe impakte 

te vermeerder. Die OIB proses gee ook die geleentheid aan 

Belanghebbende en of Geafekteerde Partye om kommentaar te 

lewer op die projek en om ingelig te word oor enige besluite wat 

hulle of die omgewing kan beinvloed. Die verskeie fases van die 

proses word aangedui in Figuur 1.  

 

Hierdie is ‘n nie-tegniese opsomming van die Konsep OIB verslag 

wat die volgende insluit: 

 ‘n Inleiding tot die beoogde hidrokragsentrale en ‘n oorsig van 

die wetgewing; 

 ‘n Oorsig van die benadering tot die OIB en ‘n beskrywing 

van die openbare deelname proses tot op hede;  

                                                                 

 

 

1
 Die Wet op Nasionale Omgewingsbestuur (Wet No. 107 van 1998) (soos gewyssig) (WNOB) 

Figuur 1 OIB proses 
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 ‘n Beskrywing van die beoogde projek insluitend alternatiewe wat oorweeg word, en rede vir die projek; 

 ‘n Bepaling van betekenisvolheid van die moontlike projek impakte; 

 Aanbevelings om die impakte te bestuur; en 

 ‘n Lewenssiklus Omgewingsbestuursplan om die beplanning, konstruksie, operasionele en sluitings impakte te 

bestuur. 

 

Hierdie opsomming verskaf ‘n nie-tegniese oorsig van wat in die volledige Konsep OIBv ingesluit word en kan nie die 

Konsep OIBv vervang nie en dit word dus aanbeveel dat die laasgenoemde ook gelees word om meer inligting te 

verkry.  

WAAROM WORD DIE HIDROKRAGSENTRALE BENODIG? 

Soos aangedui in Figuur 2, wek Suid-Afrika tans die 

meerderheid krag op deur middel van steenkool en 

soek na maniere om die kragoptewek van ‘n 

verskeidenheid bronne. Dit word gemotiveer deur die 

bekommernisse oor klimaatsverandering, die 

deurlopende gebruik van nie-hernubare bronne. 

Hernubare energie word internasionaal beskou as ‘n 

groot bydraer tot die vermindering van die impak van 

klimaatsverandering. Dit verskaf ook ‘n  

verskeidenheid omgewings, ekonomies en sosiale 

voordele wat kan lei tot langtermyn globale 

volhoubaarheid. Die projek sal ook ‘n bydrae lewer om 

die nasionale energie mikpunte, soos bepaal deur die 

Departement van Energie, te bereik. Die beoogde 

projek sal ook Suid-Afrika help om internasionale 

verpligtinge na te kom deur die binnelandse beleid 

aan te pas met internasionale strategieë en 

standaarde soos uiteengesit deur die Kyoto-protokol en die Verenigde Nasies se Konvensie oor Biologiese 

Diversiteit. 

HOE WERK ‘N TIPIESE HIDROKRAGSENTRALE?  

Die beoogde hidrokragsentrale 
soos aangedui in Figuur 3, is  
“run-of-river” (wat beteken data 
is geen berging van water buite 
die stroom nie). ’n 
Verskeidenheid van strukture 
word benodig om Krag op te 
wek deur die natuurlike vloei en 
verskil in hoogte van die rivier 
te gebruik deur water te lei deur 
die turbines wat opwekkers laat 
draai.  
Die vloei van die water laat 
draai turbines, wat kinetiese 
energie (bewegingsenergie) 
van die vloei gebrui om energie 
op te wek. Die kragstasie sal 
dus onderhewig wees aan 

Figuur 2 | Kragkapasiteit van Suid-Afrika tydens 2010  

Figuur 3 | Illustration of a run-of-river hydropower station 

[Source: http://enermed.cres.gr (Accessed: 28 June 2013)] 
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seisoenale rivier vloei, en sal tydens lae vloei tydperke nie werk nie. Elektrisiteit wat opgewek word sal aansluit by 
substasies. 

WAT WORD BEOOG EN WAAR? 

Boegoeberg Hidro stel voor om ‘n hidrokragsentrale te bou met ‘n opwekkings potensiaal van 11MW op die plaas 

Zeekoebaart (Restant van plaas nr. 306 en Gedeelte 1 van Plaas nr. 306) geleë ongeveer 26km suid-oos van die 

dorp Groblershoop.  

‘n “Run-of-river” hidrokragsentrale, soos beoog, sal bestaan uit die volgende: 

 Inlaat infrastruktuur, insluitend die bestaande Boegoeberg Keerwal, die inlaat Keerwal (onder die normale water 

oppervlak) en 'n inlaat struktuur. 

 Tydelike stroomop kasduiker sal in die keerwal swembad vereis word om water uit die werke uit te sluit. 

 Infrastruktuur om water van die rivier na die krag kamer te lei. 

 Drukhoogtedam vir die tydelike stoor van water om 'n bestendige vloei na die turbines te verseker. 

 Kragsentrale inname struktuur / valdeur vir beheer van water na die kragsentrale. 

 Kragsentrale om die turbines en toerusting wat gebruik word om elektrisiteit op te wek, te huisves. 

 ’n Onderloop om die water terug te voer in die rivier, stroomaf van die kragsentrale. 

 Bykomende infrastruktuur sluit toegangspaaie, sediment “basins”, transmissielyn (e) vir vervoer van die energie 

wat opgewek word deur die hidrokragsentrale na die Eskom nasionale kragnetwerk, insluitend 'n skakelkamer 

en transformatorbaai. 

 

 

 

Figuur 4 Liggingskaart 
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WATTER ALTERNATIEWE WORD OORWEEG? 

‘n Belangrike deel van ‘n OIB is om alle alternatiewe te oorweeg om die mees omgewings en sosiaal 

verantwoordelike opsie te bepaal. Die volgende projek verwante alternatiewe was ondersoek: 

 Ligging alternatief  

o Slegs een area (Boegoeberg dam, Plaas 306 Zeekoebaart)  

 Aktiwiteit alternatief 

o Energie opwekking deur middel van hidrokragsentrale  

o “Geen-ontwikkeling” alternatief tot hidrokrag energie opwekking 

 Terreinuitleg alternatiewe 

o Twee water vervoer alternatiewe, tonnel 

(voorkeur) of oop kanaal (Figuur 5)  

 Uitleg alternatief  

o Twee kraglyne en pad toegang 

alternatiewe 

 Tegnologie alternatief 

o Slegs een tegnologie alternatief (Kaplan 

hidrokrag turbines) sal oorweeg word  

 

 

Figure 6 | Kraglyn uitleg alternatiewe 

WATTER IMPAKTE WORD VERWAG? 

Die beoogde hidrokragsentrale sal moontlik ‘n reeks omgwings- en sosio-ekonomiese impakte veroorsaak. Tydens 

die OIB, was die betekenisvolheid van relevante impakte van alternatiewe deur die OIB span en Kundiges bepaal. 

Dit was gedoen deur ‘n spesifieke metodiek wat ontwikkel is vir die bepaling van die betekenisvolheid van impakte, 

gebasseer op die kenmerke van die area en die beoogde ontwikkeling. Die bevindinge van die OIB word kortliks 

hieronder herhaal. 

  

Figuur 5 | Water lei alternatiewe naamlik kanaal teenoor tonnel 
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Tabel 1 | Betekenisvolheid van impakte 

IMPAK 
ASPEK VAN 

PROJEK 

Konstruksie Operasioneel Sluiting 

Sonder 
maatreëls 

Met 
maatreëls 

Sonder 
maatreëls 

Met 
maatreël

s 

Sonder 
maatreëls 

Met 
maatreëls 

Botaniese 
impakte 

Uitleg (kanaal) Hoog (-) Medium (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) 

Uitleg (tonnel) Medium (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) 

Toegangs pad Laag (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) 

Transmissie lyn 
(albei alternatiewe) 

Medium (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) 

Konstruksie terrein Medium (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) 

Geen-ontwikkeling Laag (-) - Laag (-) - Laag (-) - 

Impak op 
voëllewe 

Uitleg Alternatiewe 
1 en 2 

Laag - 
Medium (-) 

Laag (-) 
Laag - 

Medium (-) 
Laag (-) 

Laag - 
Medium (-) 

Laag (-) 

Transmissie lyn 1 
en 2 (vermindering 
van habitat en 
steuring) 

Laag (-) 
Baie laag 

(-) 
Laag - 

Medium (-) 
Laag (-) Medium (-) 

Laag - 
Medium (-) 

Transmissie lyn 1 
en 2 (Afsterwing) 

 Hoog (-) 
Laag - 

Medium 
(-) 

 

Impak op diere 
Uitleg en 
transmissielyne  
(alle alternatiewe) 

Laag (-) Baie laag (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) Very low (-) 

Impak op 
landbou 

Uitleg alternatiewe 1 
en 2 

Laag (-) Baie laag (-) Baie laag (-) 
Baie laag 

(-) 
Baie laag (-) Baie laag (-) 

Transmissie lynne 
en toegangs paaie 

Laag (-) Laag (-) Baie laag (-) 
Baie laag 

(-) 
 

Oppervlak 
water 

Uitleg Alternatiewe 
1 en 2 

Medium (-) Laag (-) Medium (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) Baie laag (-) 

Transmissie lyne, 
paaie en pyplyne  

Laag (-) Baie laag (-)  Baie laag (-) Baie laag (-) 

Palaeontologie 

Uitleg Alternatiewe 
1 en 2 

Laag (-) Laag (-) 

 

Transmissie lyne Laag (-) Laag (-) 

Impak op 
erfenis 

Uitleg argeologie Medium (-) Laag (-) 

Uitleg grafte  High (-) Laag (-) 

Transmissie lyne 
argeologie 

Laag (-) Laag (-) 

Transmissie lyne 
grafte 

Laag (-) Laag (-) 

Paaie argeologie Medium (-) Laag (-) 

Paaie grafte High (-) Laag (-) 
 

Geen-ontwikkeling Baie laag (-) Baie laag (-) 

Visuele 
impakte 

Uitleg Alternatiewe 
1 en 2 

Laag (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) 

Transmissie lyne 
(alle alternatiewe)  

Laag (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) Laag (-) 

Sosiale 
impakte 

Uitleg alle 
Alternatiewe  
Direkte 
werksskepping en 
ontwikkeling van 
vaardighede; 

Laag (+) Laag (+) Laag (+) Laag (+)  
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IMPAK 
ASPEK VAN 

PROJEK 

Konstruksie Operasioneel Sluiting 

Sonder 
maatreëls 

Met 
maatreëls 

Sonder 
maatreëls 

Met 
maatreël

s 

Sonder 
maatreëls 

Met 
maatreëls 

Ekonomiese 
vermenigvuldiging 
effekte 

Uitleg alle 
Alternatiewe 
Addisionele 
werkers 

Laag (-) Baie laag (-)  

Uitleg alle 
Alternatiewe Wins 
vir eienaar en 
diversifisering van 
imkomstes 

 

Laag (+) Laag (+) 

Impakte op 
Energie 

opwekking 

Uitleg Alternatiewe 
1 en 2 

Laag (+) Laag (+) 

Impak op 
verkeer 

Uitleg Alternatiewe 
1 en 2 

Laag (-) Baie laag (-) 
Baie laag 

(-) 
Baie laag (-) Laag (-) Baie laag (-) 

 

Die impak op all aspekte hierbo geidentifiseer is laag of baie laag negatief met maatreëls, met die botaniese impakte 

as gevolg van die waterlei sisteem as uitsodnering. Die impak kan verlaag tot laag-medium vir die tonnel opsie. 

Die impak op voëllewe van die transmissielyne kan ook verlaag word tot laag-medium (negatief) met spesiale uitleg 

van die kraglyne en deur voëlflappers aanteheg om ongelukke met die lyne te voorkom. Die positiewe impakte van 

die projek is sosiaal aangesien werk geskep sal word tydens die konstruksie fase van die ontwikkeling en die 

plaaslike ekonomie sal stimuleer. Die projek sal ook positief bydrae tot kragopwekking in Suid-Afrika. 

‘n Omgewingsbestuurplan is saamgestel om die impakte te bestuur tydens al die fases van die projek, inlsuitend 

konstruksie en operasionele fases. Daar is ‘n behoefte aan ‘n omgewingskontrole offisier om te verseker dat die plan 

implementeer word. 

Gebaseer op die uitkomste van die OIB-verslag, is Aurecon van die opinie dat die voorgenome hidrokragsentrale 

goedgekeur moet word aangesien toenemende plaaslike en streeks voordele negatiewe impakte oortref en die 

projek vodoen Die beooge projek voldoen aan die WNOB-beginsels sowel as die Behoefte en Wenslikheids kriteria. 

Die betekenisvolheid van die negatiewe impakte kan verminder word met doeltreffende en gepaste mitigasie 

matreëls.  

WAT IS OPENBARE DEELNAME EN HOE KAN U BETROKKE RAAK? 

Publieke deelname is ‘n belangrike deel van die OIB proses omdat dit die publiek toelaat om informasie te kry 

rakende die voorgenome projek, om dokumentasie te besigtig, asook om ‘n inset te lewer en enige bekommernisse 

uit te lig.  

Die volle Konsep OIBV vir die voorgenome hidrokragsentrale is beskikbaar vir besigtiging en kommentaar vanaf 

2 Desember 2013 tot en met 29 Januarie 2014 by dievolgende plekke: 

 Groblershoop Publieke Biblioteek 

 Khies Munisipaliteits kantore in Groblershoop 

 Beskikbaar op die Aurecon webtuiste (www.aurecongroup.com – verander asb “current location” na “south 

Africa” en volg die “public participation”-skakel. 

 

http://www.aurecongroup.com/
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Die kommentare en kommernisse wat gelig word op die Konsep en Finale OMvangsbepalingsverslae is ingesluit by 

die Kommentaar en Antwoord Blad soos aangeheg aan die Konsep OIB. Die publiek word die geleentheid gegee om 

kommentaar of kommernisse te stuur tot en met einde van besigheids dag op 29 Januarie 2014. Die kommentare op 

die Konsep OIB sal gebruik word om die Konsep verslag optedateer na die Finaal voor dit aan die owerhede gestuur 

word vir besluitneming.  

Kommentaar kan gestuur word aan die OIB span vanaf 2 Desember 2013 tot en met 29 Januarie 2014: 

Diane Erasmus  

Of 

Simon Clark 

Posbus 509, George, 6530  Posbus 494, Cape Town, 8000 

Tel: 044 805 5421  Tel: 021 526 6034 

Faks: 044 805 5454 Faks: 021 526 9500 

Epos: diane.erasmus@aurecongroup.com Eposl: simon.clark@aurecongroup.com 
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PROPOSED HYDROPOWER FACILITY 

AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE AT 

BOEGOEBERG DAM ON THE ORANGE 

RIVER, NEAR GROBLERSHOOP 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT  

Non-Technical Summary of the EIA Report 

Boegoeberg Hydro Electric Power (Pty) Ltd (Boegoeberg Hydro) proposes to construct an 11 Megawatt (MW) 

hydropower facility at Boegoeberg Dam on the Orange River, near Groblershoop in the Northern Cape to generate 

energy in a renewable manner. In terms of environmental law1, an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) is 

required and the national Department of Environmental Affairs have to authorise the project before it can go ahead. 

Aurecon South Africa (Pty) Ltd (Aurecon) is undertaking this EIA study to investigate the environmental and socio-

economic issues to facilitate the authority decision making and to inform the design and operation of the proposed 

hydropower facility.   

HOW DOES THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT PROCESS WORK? 

An EIA evaluates the environmental and socio-economic 

characteristics of proposed projects and the consequences 

of the project on the environment and the people that live in 

the area affected by the project activities. Measures are 

recommended to avoid or lessen negative impacts to a 

level which is considered acceptable from an environmental 

and social perspective. Where positive impacts are likely to 

result from the project, measures are recommended to 

increase these impacts. The EIA process also gives 

Interested and Affected Parties an opportunity to comment 

on the project and to be kept informed about decisions that 

may impact on them or the environment. The various 

stages of the process are shown in Figure 1.   

This is a non-technical summary of the Draft EIA Report 

(EIAR) which includes: 

 An introduction to the proposed hydropower facility 

and an overview of the legislative framework; 

 An overview of the approach to the EIA, describing the 

public participation to date;  

 A description of the proposed project and the alternatives 

considered, as well as the reason for the project; 

 An assessment of significance of the predicted impacts assessed from the project;  

                                                                 

 

 

1
 Namely the National Environmental Management Act (Act No 107 of 1998) (as amended) (NEMA) 

Figure 1 EIA process 
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 Recommendations to manage these impacts; and 

 A life cycle Environmental Management Plan to cover the design, construction, operational and 

decommissioning impacts. 

This summary provides a non-technical overview of what is contained in the full EIA Report and cannot replace the 

comprehensive Draft EIAR which should be reviewed for more detailed information. . 

WHY IS THE HYDROPOWER FACILITY NEEDED? 

South Africa currently generates most of its required electricity 

from coal as indicated in Figure 2 and is looking at ways to 

generate power from a range of sources. This is motivated by 

concerns about climate change and, on-going use of non-

renewable resources. Renewable energy is recognised 

internationally as a major contributor in reducing the effects 

climate change. It also provides a range of environmental, 

economic and social benefits that can contribute towards long-

term global sustainability. The project will contribute towards 

meeting the national energy target as set by the Department of 

Energy. It would also help South Africa meet some of its 

international obligations in terms of internationally agreed 

strategies and standards as set by the Kyoto Protocol and 

United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity. 

HOW DOES A TYPICAL HYDROPOWER FACILITY WORK? 

The proposed hydropower station as indicated 
in Figure 3 is run-of-river (i.e. there is no 
storage of water off-stream). Various structures 
are required to produce Electricity is produced 
using the natural flow and drop in elevation of a 
river and diverting the flow and passing it 
through turbines that spin generators.  

 

The flowing water spins the turbines, which 
take the kinetic energy (energy from 
movement) from the flowing water to generate 
electricity. The power station would be subject 
to seasonal river flows, and would not operate 
during low flow periods. Electricity generated 
would feed into substations.  

WHAT IS PROPOSED AND WHERE? 

Boegoeberg Hydro proposes to construct a hydropower facility, with a generation capacity of 11MW on farm 

Zeekoebaart (Remainder of Farm no. 306 and Portion 1 of Farm no. 306) located approximately 26km south east of 

the town of Groblershoop. A run-of-river hydropower station, as proposed, would consist of the following: 

 Intake infrastructure including the existing Boegoeberg Weir, the offtake weir (below the normal water surface 

level) and an inlet structure. 

 Temporary upstream caisson (coffer dam) will be required in the weir pool to exclude water from the construction 

works. 

 Infrastructure to direct water from the river to the power chamber. 

 Head pond/ forebay to temporarily store water to allow for a steady flow to the turbines.  

Figure 2 | Total primary energy supply in South Africa 

during 2010 

Figure 3 | Illustration of a run-of-river hydropower station 

[Source: http://enermed.cres.gr (Accessed: 28 June 2013)] 
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 Power station intake structure/ penstock to help in in controlling water going to the power chamber. 

 A power chamber to house the turbines and equipment used to generate electricity. 

 Outlet works/ tailrace to return the water back into the river, downstream of the power chamber. 

 Ancillary infrastructure includes access roads, sediment basins, transmission line(s) for evacuating the energy 

produced by the hydropower station to the Eskom national grid including a switchroom, and transformer yard. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT ALTERNATIVES ARE BEING CONSIDERED? 

An important part of an EIA is to consider alternatives to achieve the most environmentally and socially responsible 

development. The following project related alternatives were considered: 

 Location alternatives  

o Only the current location (Boegoeberg dam, Farm 306 Zeekoebaart)  

 Activity alternatives 

o Energy generation by means of a hydropower station 

o “No-go” alternative to hydropower energy production 

 Site layout alternatives 

o Two water conveyance alternatives, tunnel 

(preferred) or open canal (Figure 4) 

 Routing Alternatives  

o Two transmission line and road access 

alternatives (Figure 5) 

 Technology alternatives  

o Only one technology alternative (Kaplan 

hydropower turbines) will be considered 

  

Figure 5 | Water conveyance alternatives- open canal vs. 

tunnel 

 

Figure 4 Locality map 



EIA for the proposed Hydropower Facility and Associated Infrastructure at Boegoeberg Dam, near Groblershoop 

Non-Technical Summary  Page 4 

 

Figure 6 | Transmission line Layout Alternatives 

WHAT KIND OF IMPACTS ARE EXPECTED? 

The proposed hydropower facility may have a range of environmental and socio-economic impacts. During the EIA, 

the EIA team, including specialists assessed the significance of the relevant impacts of the alternatives. This was 

done using the specific methodology developed for assessment of significance of impacts, based on the specific 

characteristics of the site and the proposed development. The findings are presented in the EIA Report and briefly 

repeated below. 

Table 1 | Significance of impacts 

IMPACTS 
PROJECT 
ASPECT 

Construction Operation Decommissioning 

No 
Mitigation 

With 
Mitigation 

No 
Mitigation 

With 
Mitigation 

No 
Mitigation 

With 
Mitigation 

Impact on 
flora 

Layout (canal) High (-) Medium (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) 

Layout (tunnel) Medium (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) 

Access Road Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) 

Transmission lines 
(both alt) 

Medium (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) 

Construction site Medium (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) 

No- Go Low (-) - Low (-) - Low (-) - 

Impact on 
avifauna 

Layout Alts 
Low - 

Medium (-) 
Low (-) 

Low - 
Medium (-) 

Low (-) 
Low - 

Medium (-) 
Low (-) 

Transmission 1 
and 2 (habitat loss 
and disturbance) 

Low (-)  Very Low (-) 
Low - 

Medium (-) 
Low (-) Medium (-) 

Medium-Low 
(-) 

Transmission 1 
and 2 (Mortality) 

 High (-) 
Low - 

Medium (-) 
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IMPACTS 
PROJECT 
ASPECT 

Construction Operation Decommissioning 

No 
Mitigation 

With 
Mitigation 

No 
Mitigation 

With 
Mitigation 

No 
Mitigation 

With 
Mitigation 

Impact on 
fauna 

Layout & 
Transmission  (all 
alternatives) 

Low (-) Very low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Very low (-) 

Impact on 
agriculture 

Layout Alt Low (-) Very Low (-) Very low (-) Very low (-) Very Low (-) Very Low (-) 

Transmission lines 
& Access roads 

Low (-) Low (-) Very low (-) Very low (-)  

Aquatic 
Ecology 

Layout (all 
alternatives) 

Medium (-) Low (-) Medium (-) Low (-) Low (-) Very low (-) 

Transmission 
corridors, roads 
and pipeline 

Low (-) Very low (-)  Very low (-) Very low (-) 

Palaeontology 
Layout Alt.1 and 2 Low (-) Low (-) 

 

Transmission lines Low (-) Low (-) 

Impact on 
heritage 

Layout 
archaeology 

Medium (-) Low (-) 

Layout graves High (-) Low (-) 

Transmission 
archaeology 

Low (-) Low (-) 

Transmission 
graves 

Low (-) Low (-) 

Roads archaeology Medium (-) Low (-) 

Roads graves High (-) Low (-) 

 
No- Go Very low (-) Very low (-) 

Visual impacts 

Layout (All Alt) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) 

Transmission (All 
alt) 

Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) 

Social impacts 

Layout All 
alternatives 
Direct employment 
and skills 
development; 
Economic Multiplier 
Effects 

Low (+) Low (+) Low (+) Low (+) 

 

Layout All 
alternatives 
Additional workers 
on site 

Low (-) Very Low (-)  

Layout All 
alternatives 
Landowner 
revenue 
Diversification of 
the local economy 

 

Low (+) Low (+) 

Impact on 
energy 

production 
Layout Alt.1 and 2 Low (+) Low (+) 

Impact on 
traffic 

Layout Alt.1 and 2 Low (-) Very Low (-) 
Very 

Low (-) 
Very Low (-) Low  (-) Very Low (-) 

 

The impact on all the aspects identified above is low or very low negative after mitigation, with the exception of the 

impact on flora from the water conveyance system, which reduces to low medium negative if the option of tunnelling, 
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is selected.  The impact on avifauna from the transmission lines can also be mitigated to low medium negative with 

special routing of the power line and by attaching bird flappers to the lines to reduce collisions with the lines.  The 

positive impacts from the project are social as work opportunities are created in the construction phase and 

development such as this stimulates the local economy.  The project also has the positive impact of assisting in 

producing energy for South Africa.  

An environmental management plan has been drawn up to manage the impacts through all phases of the project, 

including the construction and operational phases.  There is a need for an environmental control officer to manage 

implement this management plan during the construction phase. 

PROPOSED WAY FORWARD 

Based on the outcome of this EIAR, Aurecon is of the opinion that the proposed hydropower station can be 

authorised as the local and regional benefits outweigh the negative impacts. The proposed project meets the NEMA 

principles. The significance of negative impacts can be reduced to acceptable levels with effective and appropriate 

mitigation.  

WHAT IS PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND HOW DO YOU GET INVOLVED? 

Public participation is an important part of the EIA process, as it allows the public to get information about the 

proposed project, to view documentation, to make input and voice any concerns. 

The full Draft EIAR for the proposed hydropower facility is available for review from 2 December 2013 until 

29 January 2014 at the following venues: 

 Groblershoop Public Library 

 Khies Municipality offices in Groblershoop  

 Accessible from the Aurecon website (www.aurecongroup.com – please change the current location to “South 

Africa” and follow the “public participation”- link) 

The comments and concerns raised on the Draft and Final Scoping Reports were incorporated into a Comments and 

Responses Report which is attached to the Draft EIAR. The public is given the opportunity to submit comments and 

concerns until close of business 29 January 2014. The comments on the Draft EIAR will be used to update this draft 

document to a final document, which will be submitted to the authorities for authorisation.  

Comments can be submitted to the EIA PPP team from 2 December 2013 until 29 January 2014: 

Diane Erasmus  

or 

Simon Clark 

P O Box 509, George, 6530  PO Box 494, Cape Town, 8000 

Tel: 044 805 5421  Tel: 021 526 6034 

Fax: 044 805 5454 Fax: 021 526 9500 

Email: diane.erasmus@aurecongroup.com Email: simon.clark@aurecongroup.com 

 

http://www.aurecongroup.com/
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Simon Clark

From: Wilson, Natasha <nwilson@wwf.org.za>

Sent: Wednesday, July 17, 2013 2:41 PM

To: Simon Clark

Cc: Phama, Justin

Subject: RE: PROPOSED BOEGOEBERG HYDROPOWER STATION - AVAILABILITY OF THE 

DRAFT SCOPING REPORT DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568

Dear Simon 

 

Thank you for the notification. WWF-SA has no comments regarding this scoping report. 

 

In the event that this changes, we will submit them to you. 

 

Kind regards 

Natasha 

 

Natasha Wilson 
:: Programme Manager: WWF Land Programme :: 
Boundary Terraces, Bridge House 1st Floor 
Mariendahl Lane, Newlands, 7700, Cape Town. 
PO Box 23273, Claremont, 7735 

Tel: (+27 21) 657 6600 Direct: (+27 21) 657 6656 Mobile: (+27) 76 889 5825 
Fax: 086 535 9433 (national only) Email:  nwilson@wwf.org.za  
Web:    www.wwf.org.za 

 

 

All our actions add up, please consider the environment before printing this email 

Broadband internet sponsored by internet solutions.  

Managed services by Space Age Technologies.
 

Click here to view our online disclaimer and legal notice. If you are unable to access the link please call +27 21 657 6600 for a copy. 

 

 

From: Simon Clark [mailto:Simon.Clark@aurecongroup.com]  
Sent: 17 July 2013 12:38 PM 

Subject: PROPOSED BOEGOEBERG HYDROPOWER STATION - AVAILABILITY OF THE DRAFT SCOPING REPORT DEA 

Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568 

 

Dear Sir/ Madam 

 

PROPOSED BOEGOEBERG HYDROPOWER STATION AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE AT BOEGOEBERG DAM ON 

THE ORANGE RIVER, NEAR GROBLERSHOOP, NORTHERN CAPE:  
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AVAILABILITY OF THE DRAFT SCOPING REPORT 

DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568; NEAS Ref: DEA/EIA/TBA 

 

The above-mentioned project has reference. The purpose of this email is to notify Interested and Affected 

Parties (I&APs) of the proposed projects and provide I&APs an opportunity to comment on the Draft 

Scoping Report (DSR) for the proposed project. Please see the attached notification letters and non-

technical executive summaries. 

 

Should you have any comments or concerns regarding the proposed projects, please provide your 

comments in writing to Aurecon by email, fax or post, on or before 26 August 2013. All comments received 

and issues raised will be included in a Comments and Response Report (CRR), which will be appended to 

the Final Scoping Report. Copies of the CRR will be sent to those who submitted comment. All registered 

I&APs will be notified when the Final Scoping Report available for comment. 

 
A Public Meeting is proposed to present the findings of the DSR.  However this will only take place if public 
interest indicates a need for this. If there is sufficient interest, an open house will be held on Wednesday, 7 
August 2013 from 16h00 – 17h00 with a formal presentation followed by an Question and Answer session 
from 17h00 – 19h00. The venue is the Groblershoop Library Hall, 97 Oranjestraat,  Groblershoop. 
Please RSVP before 29 July 2013 to indicate the need for the meeting. 
 

If you have any questions or comments, or require clarification of the content of the attached, please 

contact Simon Clark or Diane Erasmus of Aurecon.  

 

Yours sincerely 

AURECON 

 

 

Simon Clark   
I Aurecon 
T +27 21 526 6034   I  M +27 84 614 7800  
E Simon.Clark@aurecongroup.com 
Aurecon Centre, 1 Century City Drive, Waterford Precinct, Century City I South Africa 
aurecongroup.com 
 

  
DISCLAIMER 
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Simon Clark

From: Thebe Olebogeng (KBY) <ThebeO@dwa.gov.za>

Sent: Monday, August 05, 2013 8:11 AM

To: Simon Clark

Subject: RE: PROPOSED BOEGOEBERG HYDROPOWER STATION - AVAILABILITY OF THE 

DRAFT SCOPING REPORT DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568

Dear Simon 

  

Thanks for informing me. If you have a combined scheduled meeting with Messrs Visser & Abrahams, I wouldn’t 

mind to be part of the contingent alternatively I am available this week except today. 

  

I might bring 1 or 2 of my team members. 

  

Regards 

  

From: Simon Clark [mailto:Simon.Clark@aurecongroup.com]  

Sent: 02 August 2013 09:35 

To: Thebe Olebogeng (KBY) 
Cc: Diane Erasmus 

Subject: RE: PROPOSED BOEGOEBERG HYDROPOWER STATION - AVAILABILITY OF THE DRAFT SCOPING REPORT 
DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568 

  

Dear Thebe 

  

The above mentioned project has reference. Please note that we are cancelling the proposed meeting as there was 

insufficient public interest to warrant the resources required. We are to send out a notification shortly to inform all 

I&APs of the cancellation. However we wish to inform you first of the cancellation as you formally made a request 

and we wish to engage with you further to assist in providing sufficient information to address your concerns. Please 

let me know of a convenient time to contact you to discuss the proposed project in further detail. 

  

Please also note that the proponent is meeting early next week with both Mr A Abrahams & Mr D Visser of DWA to 

discuss the proposed project, its implications and the way forward. 

  

Kind regards  

  

Simon Clark   
I Aurecon 
T +27 21 526 6034   I  M +27 84 614 7800  
E Simon.Clark@aurecongroup.com 
Aurecon Centre, 1 Century City Drive, Waterford Precinct, Century City I South Africa 
aurecongroup.com 

 

  
DISCLAIMER 
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From: Thebe Olebogeng (KBY) [mailto:ThebeO@dwa.gov.za]  

Sent: Friday, July 19, 2013 9:58 AM 

To: Simon Clark 
Subject: RE: PROPOSED BOEGOEBERG HYDROPOWER STATION - AVAILABILITY OF THE DRAFT SCOPING REPORT 

DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568 

  

Dear Simon 

  

Thanks for the info. 

  

Under “Legal Requirements,” I would like you to include the National Water Act. As application to DWA must be 

launched with the relevant authority. I am aware that DEA will normally have as a condition in the authorisation that 

all other legislative requirements must be complied with, however I would like to see this being emphasised from 

the beginning by the applicant. 

  

DWA does flow measurements from the Boegoeberg dam structure as well as downstream of the dam to effectively 

manage the scarce resource. No flow measurements in this precinct should be adversely affected by the “proposed 

project.” I would therefore request that all designs should be discussed with the “Specialist Design Engineer” from 

DWA national office Dr. Pieter Wessels as well as any implications on flow measurements directly through my office. 

  

Dr. Wessels can be contacted at SFHSERV@dwa.gov.za  

  

Regards 

  

From: Simon Clark [mailto:Simon.Clark@aurecongroup.com]  

Sent: 17 July 2013 12:38 

Subject: PROPOSED BOEGOEBERG HYDROPOWER STATION - AVAILABILITY OF THE DRAFT SCOPING REPORT DEA 
Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568 

  

Dear Sir/ Madam 

  

PROPOSED BOEGOEBERG HYDROPOWER STATION AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE AT BOEGOEBERG DAM ON 

THE ORANGE RIVER, NEAR GROBLERSHOOP, NORTHERN CAPE:  

AVAILABILITY OF THE DRAFT SCOPING REPORT 

DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568; NEAS Ref: DEA/EIA/TBA 

  

The above-mentioned project has reference. The purpose of this email is to notify Interested and Affected 

Parties (I&APs) of the proposed projects and provide I&APs an opportunity to comment on the Draft 

Scoping Report (DSR) for the proposed project. Please see the attached notification letters and non-

technical executive summaries. 

  

Should you have any comments or concerns regarding the proposed projects, please provide your 

comments in writing to Aurecon by email, fax or post, on or before 26 August 2013. All comments received 

and issues raised will be included in a Comments and Response Report (CRR), which will be appended to 

the Final Scoping Report. Copies of the CRR will be sent to those who submitted comment. All registered 

I&APs will be notified when the Final Scoping Report available for comment. 

  
A Public Meeting is proposed to present the findings of the DSR.  However this will only take place if public 
interest indicates a need for this. If there is sufficient interest, an open house will be held on Wednesday, 7 
August 2013 from 16h00 – 17h00 with a formal presentation followed by an Question and Answer session 
from 17h00 – 19h00. The venue is the Groblershoop Library Hall, 97 Oranjestraat,  Groblershoop. 
Please RSVP before 29 July 2013 to indicate the need for the meeting. 
  

If you have any questions or comments, or require clarification of the content of the attached, please 

contact Simon Clark or Diane Erasmus of Aurecon.  
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Yours sincerely 

AURECON 

  

  

Simon Clark   
I Aurecon 
T +27 21 526 6034   I  M +27 84 614 7800  
E Simon.Clark@aurecongroup.com 
Aurecon Centre, 1 Century City Drive, Waterford Precinct, Century City I South Africa 
aurecongroup.com 

 

  
DISCLAIMER 

DISCLAIMER: This message and any attachments are confidential and intended solely for the addressee. If 

you have received this message in error, please notify the system manager/sender. Any unauthorized use, 

alteration or dissemination is prohibited. The Department of Water Affairs further accepts no liability 

whatsoever for any loss, whether it be direct, indirect or consequential, arising from this e-mail, nor for any 

consequence of its use or storage.  

DISCLAIMER: This message and any attachments are confidential and intended solely for the addressee. If 

you have received this message in error, please notify the system manager/sender. Any unauthorized use, 

alteration or dissemination is prohibited. The Department of Water Affairs further accepts no liability 

whatsoever for any loss, whether it be direct, indirect or consequential, arising from this e-mail, nor for any 

consequence of its use or storage.  
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Simon Clark

From: Aurecon AME Environmental <aurecon@webfoundryza.com>

Sent: Sunday, August 25, 2013 10:35 PM

To: Simon Clark

Subject: PROPOSED HYDROPOWER STATION AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE AT 

BOEGOEBERG DAM ON THE ORANGE RIVER, NEAR GROBLERSHOOP, NORTHERN 

CAPE

Thank you for taking the time to submit comment on PROPOSED HYDROPOWER STATION AND 

ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE AT BOEGOEBERG DAM ON THE ORANGE RIVER, NEAR 

GROBLERSHOOP, NORTHERN CAPE. Your comment has been forwarded to the environmental 

department and will be included in the project documentation. Please keep this email as proof of your 

submission. A copy of your comment is provided below:  

Name: Mr. DAVID SCHALK FOURIE 

Organisation:PLAASBOER 

Email: calitz.michell@gmail.com 

Address: POSBUS 111 GROBLERSHOOP 8850 

Phone Number: 

Cell Number:0834898832 

Fax Number:0862197401  

Preferred Contact Method:By Email  

Regarding: PROPOSED HYDROPOWER STATION AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE AT 

BOEGOEBERG DAM ON THE ORANGE RIVER, NEAR GROBLERSHOOP, NORTHERN CAPE 

Direct Interest: 

Business: 

Competing Business: No 

Neighbouring business:Yes 

Potential employment opportunities:No 

Service provision (machinery etc) :No 

Personal 

Neighbour to proposed project site:Yes 

Other Interests:No  

Comments: 

Ek is die eienaar van plaas 307 en 308 en voer my bestaan deur met groot-(beeste) en kleinvee (skape en 

boerbokke)te boer. Die toename in die verkeer gaan 'n direkte impak he op die grondpad (Koegas / 

Groblershoop) asook die geproglameerde grondpad wat tussen my woning en die skuur verbyloop na 

Boegoebergdam. Die grondpaaie is met wit gruis bedek en wanneer die verkeer op die paaie toeneem 

veroorsaak dit 'n dik laag wit/grys stof wat in bak neerdaal en lank vat om op te klaar. Die grondpad word 

nie gereeld geskraap nie en die boere in die ogewing onderhou self die pad deur dit met 'n trekker te sleep. 

Die pad kan reeds nie die verkeer tans hanteer nie. Wat gaam gebeur as daar 'n verdere las op die paaie 

geplaas word. Eweneens word die plantegroei langs die grondpaaie geraak. Van die kampe waarin diere wei 

is langs die pad gelee. Gaan die stof die weiding aantas? Die geproglameerde pad na Boegoebergdam loop 

deur die kamp waarin my skape en bokke aangehou word. Die kampe is nie weerskante van die pad omhein 
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nie omrede dit die kamp waar hul wei te klein sal maak. Beeste wei in die kamp naaste aan die berg wat wel 

afgekamp is. Graag word versoek om asseblief die gebruik van die geproglameerde pad ten opsigte van 

fauna en flora en boerdery in ag te neem. Die Uwe David Fourie  

Register on the database:Yes 





1

Simon Clark

From: John Geeringh <GeerinJH@eskom.co.za>

Sent: Friday, July 26, 2013 4:51 PM

To: Simon Clark

Subject: RE: PROPOSED BOEGOEBERG HYDROPOWER STATION - AVAILABILITY OF THE 

DRAFT SCOPING REPORT DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568

Will the proposed 132kV power line cross the river? How wide is the river at the proposed point of crossing? If the 

line cross the river, you will have to do a bird impact assessment, and also make sure it is technically feasible to cross 

the river with the line. 

 

Regards 

 

John Geeringh  (Pr Sci Nat) 
Snr Consultant Env Management 
GC Land Development 
Megawatt Park  D1 Y38 
P O Box 1091 
Johannesburg 
2000 
 
Tel: 011 516 7233 
Fax: 086 661 4064 
Cell: 083 632 7663 
E-mail:  john.geeringh@eskom.co.za 

 

 

 

From: Simon Clark [mailto:Simon.Clark@aurecongroup.com]  

Sent: 17 July 2013 12:38 PM 
Subject: PROPOSED BOEGOEBERG HYDROPOWER STATION - AVAILABILITY OF THE DRAFT SCOPING REPORT DEA 

Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568 

 

Dear Sir/ Madam 

 

PROPOSED BOEGOEBERG HYDROPOWER STATION AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE AT BOEGOEBERG DAM ON 

THE ORANGE RIVER, NEAR GROBLERSHOOP, NORTHERN CAPE:  

AVAILABILITY OF THE DRAFT SCOPING REPORT 

DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568; NEAS Ref: DEA/EIA/TBA 

 

The above-mentioned project has reference. The purpose of this email is to notify Interested and Affected 

Parties (I&APs) of the proposed projects and provide I&APs an opportunity to comment on the Draft 

Scoping Report (DSR) for the proposed project. Please see the attached notification letters and non-

technical executive summaries. 

 

Should you have any comments or concerns regarding the proposed projects, please provide your 

comments in writing to Aurecon by email, fax or post, on or before 26 August 2013. All comments received 

and issues raised will be included in a Comments and Response Report (CRR), which will be appended to 

the Final Scoping Report. Copies of the CRR will be sent to those who submitted comment. All registered 

I&APs will be notified when the Final Scoping Report available for comment. 

 
A Public Meeting is proposed to present the findings of the DSR.  However this will only take place if public 
interest indicates a need for this. If there is sufficient interest, an open house will be held on Wednesday, 7 
August 2013 from 16h00 – 17h00 with a formal presentation followed by an Question and Answer session 
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from 17h00 – 19h00. The venue is the Groblershoop Library Hall, 97 Oranjestraat,  Groblershoop. 
Please RSVP before 29 July 2013 to indicate the need for the meeting. 
 

If you have any questions or comments, or require clarification of the content of the attached, please 

contact Simon Clark or Diane Erasmus of Aurecon.  

 

Yours sincerely 

AURECON 

 

 

Simon Clark   
I Aurecon 
T +27 21 526 6034   I  M +27 84 614 7800  
E Simon.Clark@aurecongroup.com 
Aurecon Centre, 1 Century City Drive, Waterford Precinct, Century City I South Africa 
aurecongroup.com 
 

  
DISCLAIMER 

 

I'm part of the 49Million initiative. 

http://www.49Million.co.za  

 

NB: This Email and its contents are subject to the Eskom Holdings Limited EMAIL LEGAL NOTICE 

which can be viewed at http://www.eskom.co.za/e-mail_legalnotice 
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Simon Clark

From: Van der Westhuizen Walther <VanderWesthuizenW@dwa.gov.za>

Sent: Friday, July 19, 2013 6:21 PM

To: Simon Clark

Cc: Visser Dries (BFN); Abrahams Abe (KBY); Manus Leonardo; Ndumo Nelly Dineo 

(NWRI:CO)

Subject: Boegoeberg hydro

Attachments: doc20130718075316.pdf

Simon: 

  

Please note that Boegoeberg Dam belongs to the Department of Water affairs. 

  

Please inform what your plans are (detail please). 

  

Regards 

  

Walther van der Westhuizen 

Strategic Asset Management 
Department of Water Affairs 

Tel (012) 336 6651 

Cell: 082 807 3527 

e-mail: vanderwesthuizenw@dwa.gov.za 

  

DISCLAIMER: This message and any attachments are confidential and intended solely for the addressee. If 

you have received this message in error, please notify the system manager/sender. Any unauthorized use, 

alteration or dissemination is prohibited. The Department of Water Affairs further accepts no liability 

whatsoever for any loss, whether it be direct, indirect or consequential, arising from this e-mail, nor for any 

consequence of its use or storage.  
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Simon Clark

From: Thebe Olebogeng (KBY) <ThebeO@dwa.gov.za>

Sent: Friday, July 19, 2013 9:58 AM

To: Simon Clark

Subject: RE: PROPOSED BOEGOEBERG HYDROPOWER STATION - AVAILABILITY OF THE 

DRAFT SCOPING REPORT DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568

Dear Simon 

  

Thanks for the info. 

  

Under “Legal Requirements,” I would like you to include the National Water Act. As application to DWA must be 

launched with the relevant authority. I am aware that DEA will normally have as a condition in the authorisation that 

all other legislative requirements must be complied with, however I would like to see this being emphasised from 

the beginning by the applicant. 

  

DWA does flow measurements from the Boegoeberg dam structure as well as downstream of the dam to effectively 

manage the scarce resource. No flow measurements in this precinct should be adversely affected by the “proposed 

project.” I would therefore request that all designs should be discussed with the “Specialist Design Engineer” from 

DWA national office Dr. Pieter Wessels as well as any implications on flow measurements directly through my office. 

  

Dr. Wessels can be contacted at SFHSERV@dwa.gov.za  

  

Regards 

  

From: Simon Clark [mailto:Simon.Clark@aurecongroup.com]  

Sent: 17 July 2013 12:38 

Subject: PROPOSED BOEGOEBERG HYDROPOWER STATION - AVAILABILITY OF THE DRAFT SCOPING REPORT DEA 
Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568 

  

Dear Sir/ Madam 

  

PROPOSED BOEGOEBERG HYDROPOWER STATION AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE AT BOEGOEBERG DAM ON 

THE ORANGE RIVER, NEAR GROBLERSHOOP, NORTHERN CAPE:  

AVAILABILITY OF THE DRAFT SCOPING REPORT 

DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568; NEAS Ref: DEA/EIA/TBA 

  

The above-mentioned project has reference. The purpose of this email is to notify Interested and Affected 

Parties (I&APs) of the proposed projects and provide I&APs an opportunity to comment on the Draft 

Scoping Report (DSR) for the proposed project. Please see the attached notification letters and non-

technical executive summaries. 

  

Should you have any comments or concerns regarding the proposed projects, please provide your 

comments in writing to Aurecon by email, fax or post, on or before 26 August 2013. All comments received 

and issues raised will be included in a Comments and Response Report (CRR), which will be appended to 

the Final Scoping Report. Copies of the CRR will be sent to those who submitted comment. All registered 

I&APs will be notified when the Final Scoping Report available for comment. 

  
A Public Meeting is proposed to present the findings of the DSR.  However this will only take place if public 
interest indicates a need for this. If there is sufficient interest, an open house will be held on Wednesday, 7 
August 2013 from 16h00 – 17h00 with a formal presentation followed by an Question and Answer session 
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from 17h00 – 19h00. The venue is the Groblershoop Library Hall, 97 Oranjestraat,  Groblershoop. 
Please RSVP before 29 July 2013 to indicate the need for the meeting. 
  

If you have any questions or comments, or require clarification of the content of the attached, please 

contact Simon Clark or Diane Erasmus of Aurecon.  

  

Yours sincerely 

AURECON 

  

  

Simon Clark   
I Aurecon 
T +27 21 526 6034   I  M +27 84 614 7800  
E Simon.Clark@aurecongroup.com 
Aurecon Centre, 1 Century City Drive, Waterford Precinct, Century City I South Africa 
aurecongroup.com 

 

  
DISCLAIMER 

DISCLAIMER: This message and any attachments are confidential and intended solely for the addressee. If 

you have received this message in error, please notify the system manager/sender. Any unauthorized use, 

alteration or dissemination is prohibited. The Department of Water Affairs further accepts no liability 

whatsoever for any loss, whether it be direct, indirect or consequential, arising from this e-mail, nor for any 

consequence of its use or storage.  
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Simon Clark

From: Thebe Olebogeng (KBY) <ThebeO@dwa.gov.za>

Sent: Friday, July 19, 2013 10:28 AM

To: Simon Clark

Subject: RE: PROPOSED BOEGOEBERG HYDROPOWER STATION - AVAILABILITY OF THE 

DRAFT SCOPING REPORT DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568

Dear Simon 

  

I think there is a need for a public meeting to be held as outlined. 

  

Another issue I have raised in similar projects from your company was the advertisement of such a project. It is 

limiting to say that an Afrikaans and English version was advertised in local media (newspapers), if it was advertised 

(with an English & Afrikaans clip) in an Afrikaans newspaper. Most English news readers simply do not buy the 

Afrikaans newspaper. Therefore the English advert never gets to reach the English reader. 

  

I therefore request that this project be advertised in the “both” the English and Afrikaans newspapers separately to 

attract the attention it deserves. 

  

Other forms of media should also be used e.g. local radio stations and news papers etc... 

  

Regards 

  

From: Simon Clark [mailto:Simon.Clark@aurecongroup.com]  

Sent: 17 July 2013 12:38 

Subject: PROPOSED BOEGOEBERG HYDROPOWER STATION - AVAILABILITY OF THE DRAFT SCOPING REPORT DEA 
Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568 

  

Dear Sir/ Madam 

  

PROPOSED BOEGOEBERG HYDROPOWER STATION AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE AT BOEGOEBERG DAM ON 

THE ORANGE RIVER, NEAR GROBLERSHOOP, NORTHERN CAPE:  

AVAILABILITY OF THE DRAFT SCOPING REPORT 

DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568; NEAS Ref: DEA/EIA/TBA 

  

The above-mentioned project has reference. The purpose of this email is to notify Interested and Affected 

Parties (I&APs) of the proposed projects and provide I&APs an opportunity to comment on the Draft 

Scoping Report (DSR) for the proposed project. Please see the attached notification letters and non-

technical executive summaries. 

  

Should you have any comments or concerns regarding the proposed projects, please provide your 

comments in writing to Aurecon by email, fax or post, on or before 26 August 2013. All comments received 

and issues raised will be included in a Comments and Response Report (CRR), which will be appended to 

the Final Scoping Report. Copies of the CRR will be sent to those who submitted comment. All registered 

I&APs will be notified when the Final Scoping Report available for comment. 

  
A Public Meeting is proposed to present the findings of the DSR.  However this will only take place if public 
interest indicates a need for this. If there is sufficient interest, an open house will be held on Wednesday, 7 
August 2013 from 16h00 – 17h00 with a formal presentation followed by an Question and Answer session 
from 17h00 – 19h00. The venue is the Groblershoop Library Hall, 97 Oranjestraat,  Groblershoop. 
Please RSVP before 29 July 2013 to indicate the need for the meeting. 
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If you have any questions or comments, or require clarification of the content of the attached, please 

contact Simon Clark or Diane Erasmus of Aurecon.  

  

Yours sincerely 

AURECON 

  

  

Simon Clark   
I Aurecon 
T +27 21 526 6034   I  M +27 84 614 7800  
E Simon.Clark@aurecongroup.com 
Aurecon Centre, 1 Century City Drive, Waterford Precinct, Century City I South Africa 
aurecongroup.com 

 

  
DISCLAIMER 

DISCLAIMER: This message and any attachments are confidential and intended solely for the addressee. If 

you have received this message in error, please notify the system manager/sender. Any unauthorized use, 

alteration or dissemination is prohibited. The Department of Water Affairs further accepts no liability 

whatsoever for any loss, whether it be direct, indirect or consequential, arising from this e-mail, nor for any 

consequence of its use or storage.  
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Simon Clark

From: Van der Westhuizen Walther <VanderWesthuizenW@dwa.gov.za>

Sent: Monday, July 22, 2013 8:24 PM

To: Simon Clark

Cc: Visser Dries (BFN); Abrahams Abe (KBY); Manus Leonardo; Ndumo Nelly Dineo 

(NWRI:CO); Diane Erasmus

Subject: RE: Boegoeberg hydro

Simon: 

The bottom line is that the dam belong to DWA and you will get nowhere without discussing your plans with the 
"owner" (Dries Visser and myself) as we will have to give approval for any infrastructure on or over DWA property. I 

will look at the attachments when I get back in office (difficult to access it from my home computer). 
  

Louis Snyders retired a few years ago? 
  

My physical address:  

Department of Water affairs, Sedibeng Building (room 305), 185 Francis Baard street (Previously known as Schoeman 
street), Pretoria. 

  
Dries: 

Please send your physical address to Simon. 

  
Regards 

Walther 

From: Simon Clark [Simon.Clark@aurecongroup.com] 

Sent: Monday, July 22, 2013 9:01 AM 
To: Van der Westhuizen Walther 

Cc: Visser Dries (BFN); Abrahams Abe (KBY); Manus Leonardo; Ndumo Nelly Dineo (NWRI:CO); Diane Erasmus 

Subject: RE: Boegoeberg hydro 

Dear Walther 
  

Thank you for your email, please see the process and project details below and in the attached. We have 
included you and your colleagues in our notification database and will be informed of the process as we go 
forward. Please provide your physical address to have an electronic copy of the Draft Scoping Report 
couriered to you for your consideration.  
  

Please also note that the following DWA officials have been informed of the proposed project: 
  

DWA: Hydrological Services Thebe Olebogeng 

DWA: Lower Orange Catchment Management Area E Kubayi 

DWA: Chief Director Northern Cape LJ Snyders 

DWA Specialist Design Engineer Dr Pieter Wessels 

  

  

PROPOSED BOEGOEBERG HYDROPOWER STATION AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE AT BOEGOEBERG DAM ON 

THE ORANGE RIVER, NEAR GROBLERSHOOP, NORTHERN CAPE:  

AVAILABILITY OF THE DRAFT SCOPING REPORT 

DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568; NEAS Ref: DEA/EIA/TBA 

  

The above-mentioned project has reference. The purpose of this email is to notify Interested and Affected 

Parties (I&APs) of the proposed projects and provide I&APs an opportunity to comment on the Draft 
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Scoping Report (DSR) for the proposed project. Please see the attached notification letters and non-

technical executive summaries. 

  

Should you have any comments or concerns regarding the proposed projects, please provide your 

comments in writing to Aurecon by email, fax or post, on or before 26 August 2013. All comments received 

and issues raised will be included in a Comments and Response Report (CRR), which will be appended to 

the Final Scoping Report. Copies of the CRR will be sent to those who submitted comment. All registered 

I&APs will be notified when the Final Scoping Report available for comment. 

  

A Public Meeting is proposed to present the findings of the DSR.  However this will only take place if public 
interest indicates a need for this. If there is sufficient interest, an open house will be held on Wednesday, 7 
August 2013 from 16h00 – 17h00 with a formal presentation followed by an Question and Answer session 
from 17h00 – 19h00. The venue is the Groblershoop Library Hall, 97 Oranjestraat,  Groblershoop. 
Please RSVP before 29 July 2013 to indicate the need for the meeting. 
  

If you have any questions or comments, or require clarification of the content of the attached, please 

contact Simon Clark or Diane Erasmus of Aurecon.  

  

Yours sincerely 

AURECON 

  

  

Simon Clark   
I Aurecon 
T +27 21 526 6034   I  M +27 84 614 7800  
E Simon.Clark@aurecongroup.com 
Aurecon Centre, 1 Century City Drive, Waterford Precinct, Century City I South Africa 
aurecongroup.com 

 

  
DISCLAIMER 

From: Van der Westhuizen Walther [mailto:VanderWesthuizenW@dwa.gov.za]  
Sent: Friday, July 19, 2013 6:21 PM 

To: Simon Clark 

Cc: Visser Dries (BFN); Abrahams Abe (KBY); Manus Leonardo; Ndumo Nelly Dineo (NWRI:CO) 
Subject: Boegoeberg hydro 

  

Simon: 

  

Please note that Boegoeberg Dam belongs to the Department of Water affairs. 

  

Please inform what your plans are (detail please). 

  

Regards 

  

Walther van der Westhuizen 

Strategic Asset Management 
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Department of Water Affairs 

Tel (012) 336 6651 

Cell: 082 807 3527 

e-mail: vanderwesthuizenw@dwa.gov.za 

  

DISCLAIMER: This message and any attachments are confidential and intended solely for the addressee. If 

you have received this message in error, please notify the system manager/sender. Any unauthorized use, 

alteration or dissemination is prohibited. The Department of Water Affairs further accepts no liability 

whatsoever for any loss, whether it be direct, indirect or consequential, arising from this e-mail, nor for any 

consequence of its use or storage.  

DISCLAIMER: This message and any attachments are confidential and intended solely for the addressee. If 

you have received this message in error, please notify the system manager/sender. Any unauthorized use, 

alteration or dissemination is prohibited. The Department of Water Affairs further accepts no liability 

whatsoever for any loss, whether it be direct, indirect or consequential, arising from this e-mail, nor for any 

consequence of its use or storage.  
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Simon Clark

From: FrancinaMO <FrancinaMO@daff.gov.za>

Sent: Wednesday, August 07, 2013 11:57 AM

To: Simon Clark

Subject: THE FARM BOEGOEBERG DAM: HYDROPOWER STATION

Good morning Sir  
 
 
With reference to the above-mentioned matter this Department wishes to inform you that, the following 
information is outstanding: 
 

1. Full EIA report   
2. Layout plan  
3. Title deed  

 
On receipt of the outstanding information the matter will receive further attention. 
 
 
Yours Faithfully 
Francina Mokoma 

Land Use and Soil Management Support Group 

Tel:    012 319 7634        

Fax:    012 329 5938 

E-mail: Francinamo@daff.gov.za 

  

Please visit the Agriland website www.agis.agric.za/agriland for further inquiries or to lodge a new 

application. 

 

 

 

 

 



Subject: RE: Meeting with DWA 

 

Hi Diane 

 

We met with Thebe this morning and had discussions around; 

• Where our works would discharge in relation to the existing weir & the length of the headrace 

past the existing Boegoeberg weir. We confirmed that our tailrace would discharge no further 

than 200m from the Boegoeberg weir and therefore would not be an impediment to the new 

DWA measuring weir built some 2km downstream from the current weir. 

• We further discussed the fact that we were aware of the current problems experienced 

resultant from the high silt load being entrained by the weir and that we would seek an 

engineering solution to ensure that our works do not in any way aggravate the current silt 

problems. 

• We discussed the current DWA flow measurement regime at the 2 weirs and agreed that BHEP 

(Boegoeberg Hydro Electric Power) will not be required to install measurement devices for the 

benefit of DWA, but that we rather make our plant flow measurement information available to 

the DWA. 

• We briefly touched on the Economic Development and confirmed that this should be similar to 

that achieved at Neus 

• From the above it appeared that DWA was satisfied with our explanations and comments. 

 

Further discussions related to the measurement protocols at the Neusberg project after which the 

meeting was concluded. 

 

Present at the meeting was; 

• Thebe (DWA) 

• Henry (DWA) 

• Willie (DWA) 

• Niel (HSA) 

• Malcolm (HTSA) 

• Nick (HTSA) 

 

 

Niel Theron 

 

 

 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Letter

In terms of Section 38(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999)

Attention: Ms Louise Corbett
Aurecon South Africa
Aurecon Centre
1 Century City Drive
Waterford Precinct
Century City I
South Africa

Proposed Boegoeberg Hydropower Station and Associated Infrastructure at Boegoeberg Dam on the
Orange River, near Groblershoop, Northern Cape: DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568; NEAS Ref:
DEA/EIA/TBA

Thank you for your indication that development is to take place in this area.

In terms of the National Heritage Resources Act, no 25 of 1999, heritage resources, including archaeological

or palaeontological sites over 100 years old, graves older than 60 years, structures older than 60 years are

protected. They may not be disturbed without a permit from the relevant heritage resources authority. This

means that before such sites are disturbed by development it is incumbent on the developer (or mine) to

ensure that a Heritage Impact Assessment is done. This must include the archaeological component (Phase

1) and any other applicable heritage components. Appropriate (Phase 2) mitigation, which involves recording,

sampling and dating sites that are to be destroyed, must be done as required.

In your Draft Scoping Report received by SAHRA, it is indicated that there will be an assessment of the
heritage resources; this should be inclusive of an Archaeological and Palaeontological Impact Assessment.

The Phase 1 Archaeological Impact Assessment Report that will identify the archaeological sites and assess
their significance and make recommendations (as indicated in section 38) about the process to be followed. A
Palaeontological study must be undertaken to assess whether or not the development will impact upon
palaeontological resources - or at least a letter of exemption from a Palaeontologist is needed to indicate that
this is unnecessary. If the area is deemed sensitive, a full Phase 1 Palaeontological Impact Assessment will be
required and if necessary a Phase 2 rescue operation might be necessary.

Any other heritage resources that may be impacted such as built structures over 60 years old, sites of cultural
significance associated with oral histories, burial grounds and graves, graves of victims of conflict, and cultural
landscapes or viewscapes must also be assessed.

SAHRA looks forward to receiving these heritage reports and will provide comment on them before the project

BOEGOEBERG HYDROPOWER STATION

Our Ref: 9/2/032/0002

Enquiries: Kathryn Smuts Date: Tuesday July 30, 2013
Tel: 021 462 4502
Email: ksmuts@sahra.org.za Page No: 1
CaseID: 3106



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

can commence.

Should you have any further queries, please contact the designated official using the case number quoted
above in the case header.

Yours faithfully

________________________________________ 
Kathryn Smuts
Heritage Officer: Archaeology
South African Heritage Resources Agency

________________________________________ 
Colette Scheermeyer
SAHRA Head Archaeologist
South African Heritage Resources Agency

ADMIN:
Direct URL to case: http://www.sahra.org.za/node/126178

.
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Kim White

From: calitz.michell@gmail.com

Sent: Saturday, October 12, 2013 7:00 PM

To: Simon Clark

Subject: Hydropowerstation Boegoebergdam Groblershoop

Mr Clark 
 
1.  I herewith would like to make it clear that the issue of a tarred road was only a point that was mentioned as a 
alternative to a dust problem and wasn't agreed upon as a definate. The day that it was mentioned we were told that it 
was only supposed to be an introduction of people involved with the project. No one actually had a meeting with us to 
discuss the issue because now that the facts are on the table of how many vehicles will be travelling per day in front of our 
house, it isn't just the dust but traffic that is alarming. The option to re route the road behind the house is actually the 
better option. 
2. No further discussion of how te security and access control are going to be handled have been done.  
3. How will speedbumps solve the problem with our livestock? 
4.  The point that was mentioned that the traffic on our main road will not have an affect on the condition of the road must 
be reconsidered. If the road can't handle the traffic now surely the road would deteriorate so much faster with more and 
heavier traffic. 
5. Herewith my apology in submitting my comments late. 
6. Hoping that the abovementioned matters would receive your attention. 
 
Thank you    
 
DAVID S FOURIE 
Farm 307 & 308 
Seekoeibaardsnek 
0834898832 
0548710719 
Sent from my BlackBerry® wireless device 







                                    
BEOOGDE HIDROKRAGSENTRALE EN VERWANTE INFRASTRUKTUUR BY 

BOEGOEBERGDAM OP DIE ORANJERIVIER, NABY GROBLERSHOOP, NOORD-

KAAP 
 

 

Antwoordblad vir kommentaar deur B&GPe 

 

Stuur asseblief hierdie blad per faks, pos of e-pos aan Aurecon: 

Vir aandag:  Simon Clark 

Tel Nr.:  (021) 526 6034    

Faks Nr.:  (021) 526 9500 

E-pos:  simon.clark@aurecongroup.com    

Posadres:  Posbus 494, Kaapstad 8000  

 

 

Lys asseblief enige kollegas/ vriende of organisasies wat na u mening ook as B&GP tot hierdie 

OIB behoort te registreer:  

(met kontakbesonderhede indien beskikbaar) 

Naam/ Organisasie Posadres Tel Nr. Faks Nr. 

ANGELO DA SILVA 

 

POSBUS 902, KATU, 8446 

 

053 723 3258 053 723 1311 

 

 

   

 

 

   

 

Lewer asseblief kommentaar op enige kwessies of kwellinge wat u mag hê: 

(gebruik ŉ bykomende bladsy indien u so verkies) 

 

Dit is vir my uiters teleurstellend dat ek eers op die 10de Junie 2013 deur my suster, Susarie 

Geldenhuys inkennis gestel is oor die voorgenome projek om ‘n Hidro Kragsentrale op plaas 

Onderseekoebaard nr 306, naby Groblershoop in die Noord-Kaap te bou.  Ek is ‘n direk 

geaffekteerde en ook ‘n belanghebbende in die projek.  Ek het reeds in 2002 begin om ‘n 

kampterrein en hengel gebied met 4x4 roetes te open op die grond rondom die damwal.  Dus 

word die grond gebruik vir toerisme, aan die onderkant, sowel as aan die bokant van die 

damwal.   

 

My suster het my tydens ‘n besoek aan my vader, wat aan ‘n gevorderde stadium van Alzhei-

mers lei, meegedeel dat Aurocon ‘n besoek gaan aflê om te kyk na water turbine skema wat 

TITEL Mnr VOORNAAM Hendrik Lourens Junior 

VOORLETTERS H,L. VAN Fourie 

ORGANISASIE Trans Boegoe 4x4 kamp E-POS Transboegoe4u@gmail.com 

POSADRES 
Plaas Onderseekoebaard nr 306, Posbus 177 

Groblershoop POSKODE 8850 

TEL NR. 078 561 43 70 FAKS NR. Geen 

SEL NR. 083 500 71 80 Noemnaam:  Lourens (seun van HL Fourie- eienaar) 

In terme van GK Nr. R.543 (regulasies vir die OIB-proses) verklaar ek hierby enige direkte sake-, 

finansiële, persoonlike of ander belang wat ek mag hê in die goed- of afkeuring van die aansoek:...........................

Ek het wel persoonlike, sowel as  finansiële belang by die projek ...............................................................



moontlik hier opgerig kan word.   

 

Ek is die okkupeerder en ontwikkelaar van die grond rondom die dam en het ek ‘n lapa, ‘n huis 

– wat ek permanent bewoon, asook ‘n ablusieblok op hierdie grond gebou op eie onkoste en 

met toestemming van my Vader. 

 

Mnr. Niël Theron was Desember 2012 saam met Mnr. Peet Stuwig, van Eskom by die dam.  

Tydens hierdie besoek, het Mnr. Peet Struwig my gevra aan wie behoort die grond en ek het 

hom meegedeel dat die grond nog in my Pa, Hendrik Lourens Fourie (gebore 8 November 

1929) se naam is. 

 

 

Mnr. Niël Theron het my dan ook besoek, maar ek het nie kans gehad om hom uit te vra oor die 

projek nie, want my suster het kort-kort tussenbeide getree. (Hier het ek onder die indruk gekom 

dat inligting van my weerhou word, vir redes wat duister is vir my). 

 

Ek wil dus dringend onder u en belanghebbende personeel in die projek, se aandag bring dat 

die grond op figuur 6 in u - Boegoeberg Hydropower Station Draft Scoping Report reduced 

quality emailable – gedeelte 1, wel staatgronde is, maar dat die gronde daar rondom: Restante 

deel 2 van plaas Zeekoebaard nr 306, aan my vader Mnr. HL Fourie (snr), gebore 8 November 

1929, behoort en dat dit sy eiendom is op transportakte.  Inwerklikheid behoort deel 1 van plaas 

Onderseekoebaard nr. 306, SLEGS aan Mnr HL Fourie Snr.  Gedeelte 2 van plaas, behoort 

aan Mnr AJ Geldenhuys en Mev SM Geldenhuys,  gedeelte 3 van plaas, behoort aan Mnr AJ 

Geldenhuys en Mev SM ?. 

 

Ek wil dit duidelik onder u aandag bring, dat my Vader non compis mentis is en dat daar tans ‘n 

aansoek by die Hooggeregshof te Kimberley gebring is vir die aanstel van ‘n kurator bonis vir 

hom.  Eers dan sal ‘n Kurator Bonis moontlik aangestel word om sy sake te hanteer.  Let wel:  

Dus het my suster, SM Geldenhuys geen seggenskap oor die grond nie.  Ook nie Prok Poen 

Bergh beskik oor die reg om oor my Vader se grond besluite te neem nie. Poen Bergh is slegs 

huidiglik SM Geldenhuys se prokureur.   My vader is ook die alleen eienaar van die grond en is 

die grond slegs op sy naam oorgedra in transportakte in 1969. 

 

Ek sal dit dus opreg waardeer as daar in die vervolg ook aan my as okkupeerder, 

belanghebbende en direk geaffekteerde, kennis gegee sal word van enige besoeke en 

vergaderings,  ook dat ek self  besoek sal word vir verdere insae in die projek. 

Daar is ‘n paar kwel vrae wat ek persoonlik met Mnr. Niël Theron of u persoonlik wil opneem, 

sodat ek ook gemoedsrus kan hê en verlang in die verband dat u my met datums en ‘n tyd en 

plek sal voorsien waar ons kan vergader. 

 

Hierdie projek raak my persoonlik en ook finansiëel – ernstig in die vorm van my woning, ‘n 

besigheid wat ek opgebou het vanaf 2002 (met my vader se toestemming), kinders wat op skool 

is en ‘n kind wat studeer. Ek is ‘n 47jarige, wat ontwortel moet word en dus my hele toekoms en 

inkomste tot en met aftree ouderdom moet inboet.  Dus is dit van kardinale belang dat inligting 

en kennisgewing direk na my ook geskied. 

 

Ten einde my in staat te stel om sinvol kommentaar te lewer op die voorgestelde Hidro 

Kragstasie projek, is dit nodig dat ek volledig en verstaanbaar ingelig word presies wat die 

konstruksie proses sal behels, asook wat die normale bedryf van die hidro kragstasie sal 

behels, bv hoe dit die vloei van die rivier sal beinvloed, of watervloei oor die grond waar ek 



woon en die kampeerterrein sal vloei en dit impakteer, of die kragstasie se werking die effek sal 

he dat die rivier besoedel word, hoe die kragstasie die vloei van die rivier sal impakteer, of die 

bedryf sal veroorsaak dat water wat deur die sisteem gaan met lug gevul word e wat dit aan die 

vislewe onder die damwal sal doen, of die stasie ‘n geraas impak sal he (synde ek ‘n natuurlike 

kampterrein bedryf, wanneer u beoog om met die konstruksie te begin ens . Ek verneem graag 

dringend wie my met die voormelde en sodanige ander inligting as wat ek nodig mag he kan 

voorsien, sodat ek volledige kommentaar kan opstel. 

 

Ek vereis verder dat u alle kommentaar wat ek lewer in die volle vorm daarvan sal indien by die 

department  omgewingsake en waterwese, wat ook hierdie skrywe insluit. 

 

Ek stel u voorlopig in kennis dat ek die oprig van die genoemde stasie opponeer en dat dit nie 

gebou moet word nie. 

Ek sal dit hoog op prys stel as u my in Afrikaans sal terug antwoord en enige skrywes in my 

voertaal sal versend. 

 

Groete 

HL Fourie (Jnr) 

e-pos:  transboegoe4u@gmail.com 

selnommera; 083 500 71 80 

                      078 561 43 70 
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Simon Clark

From: transboegoe4u@gmail.com

Sent: Thursday, March 06, 2014 9:41 AM

To: Shawn Johnston; Simon Clark; Diane Erasmus; Ronney West; Niel Theron; 

ayaphi@upprov.ncape.gov.za; Ms Mmatlala Rabothata

Cc: Angelo Da Silva; Arista

Subject: Fw: VERSLAG - NA VERGADERING OP 10 FEB '14 - HIDRO KRAGSENTRALE TE 

BOEGOEBERGDAM

Attachments: Response Form_Afr_CN (1) vir openbare kommentaar.docx; Transport akte 

T64217-2011.docx

  

Geagte Meneer Shawn Johnston 

  

Hier volg my verslag soos aangevra deur u en Aurecon personeel op openbare vergadering te Boegoeberg 

Gemeenskapsaal op 10 Februarie 2014. 

  

Die volgende vrae is aan die paneel voorgele: 

  

1.  Die kraglyn is onooglik vir toerisme, hoe gaan dit aangespreek word? 

2.  Die Boegoe-struik wat inheems is aan ons streek en nog SLEGS op die koppie waar die voorgenome tonnel 

gaan wees voorkom, gaan hierdie skaars struike hervestig word? 

     (Die dam se naam verleen hom aan die struike wat hier volop voor gekom het.) 

3.  Hoe gaan die konstruksie fase die toerisme by Trans Boegoe Kamp benadeel en ook die hengel in die rivier? 

4.  Die bome by die Trans Boegoe Kamp is al oor die 100 jaar oud, hoe gaan die konstruksie fase hierdie bome 

affekteer en wat gaan daaromtrent gedoen word? 

5.  Die groot toerusting (voertuie, ens) hoe gaan dit die toerisme by Trans Boegoe beinvloed? 

6.  Die geraas, in hoe ‘n mate gaan dit die Toerisme by Trans Boegoe affekteer en so ook die stof? 

7.  Die beplande heining wat teen die kanaal gespan gaan word om mense en diere uit te hou, gaan die 

toerisme (hengel en kampeerders) direk affekteer, hoe gaan dit aangespreek word? 

8.  My woning is in die sper met die oprigting van hierdie projek, waar gaan ek woon as die pyplyn deur my 

woning gaan? 

9.  Ek het ‘n besigheid in die vorm van ‘n kamp met 4x4 roete, dit is my bron van inkomste en dus gaan dit my 

finansieel BAIE ernstig affekteer, hoe gaan hierdie punt hanteer word? 

     (Ek het 3 minderjarige kinders en ‘n vrou wat afhanklik is van hierdie inkomste en my besigheid se naam is 

ook ingedrang) 

  

Bogenoemde is wat op die vergadering bespreek is, maar daar is nog kwelpunte wat ek wil aanspreek: 

  

1.  Die kraglyn na die Sub-stasie, wie het toestemming verleen dat hierdie kraglyn met so ‘n wye ompad moet 

loop tot by Me Susarie Geldenhuys se woning, terwyl daar ‘n ander en korter pad 

     oor die rivier beskikbaar is? Die kraglyn gaan vir ons onooglik wees, veral in aggenome die aard van die 

toerisme besigheid wat ons op die gedeelte van die eiendom wat ons okkupeer bedryf. Al ons  
     gaste kom juis om ongerepte natuurskoon te geniet, maar sal die oprigting van ‘n kraglyn reg in sig van die 

gaste wees en sal verseker ‘n negatiewe impak op die kampeer besigheid he. 
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     Die voormelde is veral relevant, aangesien daar alternatiewe roetes is waarlangs die lyn kan loop, en 

bepaald is ons van mening dat die lyn direk oor die rivier, vanaf die hidro kragstasie gebou kan    
     word (onderkant die damwal en uit sig van die kampeerders ens. wat bo die damwal kampeer).  Maar 

hierdeur keur ons nie die bou van die kragstasie goed nie, die restant van die Konstruksie van die 
     stasie en die kanale ens, gaan effektiewelik ons kampeeer en 4x4 besigheid vernietig.   

  

2.   Ek weier dat die beoogde konstruksie-kamp REG voor my kampterrein aangebring word – dit sal ‘n 

DEFFINITIEWE negatiewe uitwerking op toerisme veroorsaak en soos voormeld, meen ons dat dit  
      effektiewelik die besigheid tot ‘n einde sal bring en die geheel van die klandisie daarvan sal vernietig. In 

hierdie verband, kan ek alreeds bevestig dat een van ons gereelde kampeerders, Mnr Angelo 
      Da Silva, ons alreeds toe hy van die beoogde Konstruksie te wete gekom het en die bou van die kanaal en 

stasie, meegedeel het dat sodra hulle met die Konstruksie begin, ons hom moet inlig sodat hy  
      sy boot by ons kan kom haal en dat hy daarna nie meer belang sal stel om te kampeer by ons nie. Hy deel 

mee dat dit vir hom duidelik is dat sodra daar Konstruksie werkers daar werk en woon, hy ook  
      nie gemaklik sal wees om sy karavaan, en kampgereedskap oop in die kampeer terein te laat nie, vanwee 

die inherente diefstal risikos wat sal ontstaan.Bo en behalwe dit, is dit vir hom ooglopend dat  
      die konstruksiewerkers ook sal vuur maak om kos te maak, en sal die rook en brandgevare wat daaruit 

voorspruit vir hom (en ook ons) onaanvaarbaar wees. Hy kan gekontak word op 083 375 0923. 

  
  

Dan wil ek ook die volgende feite onder u aandag bring: 

  

Me Susara Marthina Geldenhuys is deffinitief nie die eienaar van die restante deel van Onderseekoebaard nr 

306 nie, soos geimpliseer op die Aurecon Scoping Report nie.  Sy mislei Aurecon, Hydro SA en ook die pulbiek 

deur haar naam daarop te plaas.   

  

Sy het slegs aanspraak op gedeelte 2, waar sy nie die eerste eienaar is nie, maar wel haar man, Mnr AJ 

Geldenhuys en sy tweede eienaar is.   

By gedeelte 3 is sy en haar man die eienaars (soos ons dit sien). 

Ook word u mislei met die titel akte T64217/2011- daar is nie so ‘n akte geregistreer nie (in die verband het 

ons ons Prokureurs versoek om ‘n aktesoek te doen op die nommer, maar kon daar niks daaroor gevind word 

nie) en sal ek dit hoog opprys stel as u my wel die teendeel kan bewys en ook wie die toestemming vir so ‘n  

oordrag toegestaan het, aangesien my vader, die eienaar van restante 306, nie bevoeg is om hierdie 

toestemming te verleen nie,. (aangeheg vind bewys dat sodanige titel akte nie bestaan nie) Hy is reeds vanaf 

2004 erg deurmekaar as gevolg van Alzheimers en vanaf  

2006 was hy nie meer instaat om sy eie sake te hanteer nie (hy was regtens handelingsonbevoeg).  Daar is ook 

‘n hangende onbevoegdheidsaak 348/2013 te Hooggeregshof – Kimberley en het ek deur Mnr. MAF Kruger 

aan u die bewys van 

die aansoek vir ‘n Kurator Ad Litem besorg. 

  

Tydens die vergadering gehou te Boegoeberg Gemeenskapsaal, waar u Mnr Johnston teenwoordig was, het 

Mev Susarie Geldenhuys gemeld dat ons nie toestemming sou gehad het om op die eiendom te woon en of 

die toerisme besigheid te bedryf nie. Hierdie kwessie omtrent die toestemming om die toerisme besigheid te 

bedryf, is voor die vergadering alreeds opgeneem met Mev SM Fourie en onsself, deur die Advokaat, Mev. 

Alme Stanton – Kurator Ad Litem van my Pa en sy het persoonlik aan my gese ter vergadering 10 September 

2013 te Upington, dat daar steeds toestemming is om Trans Boegoe te bedryf.  Sy het dit aan my meegedeel 

nadat sy dieselfde dag in vergadering met my Ma en suster was aan huis (woning van my suster, Susarie) op 

die plaas.  
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My suster se publieke uitspraak oor die kwessie dat ek nie huur betaal nie en dat die huurgrond terug geneem 

is, is ook geheel en al misleidend. Ons bewoon die eiendom in terme van ‘n lewensreg waarop alreeds 

gedurende 2004 ooreengekom is met Mnr HL Fourie (SNR) en onsself en bewoon ons die eiendom tans 

regmatiglik en bedryf ons ook die toerisme besigheid regmatiglik. Geen persoon, insluitende Susarie 

Geldenhuys en of Mev SM Fourie is geregtig om ons verblyfreg en gebrruik van die grond soos voormeld te 

beeindig nie. Dit sluit Aurecon of hul klient (Hydro SA) in. 

  

Laastens wil ek ook onder u aandag bring dat daar direk met my onderhandel moet word oor die oprigting van 

die kragstasie en alles wat daarmee gepaard gaan en nie soos in die verlede deur my suster Susarie nie – sy 

het GEEN aanspraak op hierdie gedeelte van die plaas nie en ook geen inspraak op ons verblyfreg en ons 

toerisme besigheid nie.  

  

Wat uiters belangrik is, is om op hierdie stadium op rekord te plaas dat nie uself en of Aurecon en of Hydro SA en of 

enige ander entiteit of persoon ons op enige stadium al gekontak het of met ons bespreek het wat die impakte van die 

kragstasie op ons woning en op ons besigheid sal he nie. Dit is belangrik om in die verband ook op rekord te plaas dat 

Hydro SA en Aurecon (vir redes aan ons onbekend) verkies om ten opsigte van alle sake wat ONS aangaan, dit met ene 

Mev Susarie Geldenhuys te bespreek, wie geen insae het ten opsigte van ons sake nie, is sy nie ons agent nie, tree sy nie 

in ons belang op nie, en vir sodanige doeleindes, vereis ons dat Hydro SA  en Aurecon (en insoverre dit u aangaan, uself 

ook) ons direk sal nader en slegs met ons die sake sal bespreek wat ons betref. Ons versoek dat u bevestig dat u dit so 

aan Hydro SA en Aurecon oorgedra het.   

  
Ons plaas verder op rekord dat in die lig van die voormelde, Hydro SA en Aurecon ons eenvoudig ignoreer en nie die 

impakte wat die kragstasie op ons en ons besigheid sal he. Ons bevestig en plaas ook rekord dat nie een van hulle 

enigsins die impakte, die mitigering daarvan ens, met ons opneem nie, welke vir ons nou krities belangrik word. Indien 

dit so voortgaan en indien Hydro SA of enige ander entitieit regte sou kry om voort te gaan met Konstruksie, sal ons 

verseker weens ‘n gebrek aan ‘n konsultasie proses in die verband die nodige dringende interdik by ‘n gepaste geregshof 

moet aanvra om die aktiwiteite te stuit, hangende konsultasie en die kom tot ‘n vergelyk (indien moontlik) op al die 

aspekte wat ons betref.  

  
Aanhangsels 

Aangeheg, sal u vind die kommentaar wat gelewer is met my aansoek as ‘n geaffekteerde en belanghebbende 

persoon voor einde Augustus 2013 (was sperdatum vir aansoek gewees, volgens plakkate) 

Die tweede aanhangel is die Transport akte soos bespreek met Mnr. Simon Clark en is die bewys dat die stuk 

“staatsgrond” 1/306  (fig 6 –July 2013 Draft Scoping Report deur Aurecon) nie oor  die akte nommer beskik 

wat in die Draft Scoping Report aangedui is as deel 1 van plaas Onderseekoebaard 306 nie – genoem eienaar: 

RSA in die report. 

  

Hiermee sluit ek voorlopig my kommentaar en verslag. 

  

Groete 

Lourens Fourie 

OKKUPEERDER EN SEUN VAN H.L. FOURIE SNR - Eienaar Onderseekoebaard 306 

  

  











 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 Final Comment
In terms of Section 38(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999)

Attention: Aurecon - Cape Town
1 Century City Drive, Waterford Precinct, Century City
P.O Box 1347, Cape Town 8000

Proposed Boegoeberg Hydropower Station and Associated Infrastructure at Boegoeberg Dam on the
Orange River, near Groblershoop, Northern Cape: DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568; NEAS Ref:
DEA/EIA/TBA

Orton, J. and Webley, L. November 2013. Heritage Impact Assessment for the Proposed Boegoeberg
Hydropower Station near Groblershoop, Northern Cape.

Almond, J. September 2013. Palaeontological Heritage Assessment: Desktop Study for the Proposed
Hydropower Station and associated infrastructure at Boegoeberg Dam on the Orange River near
Groblershoop, Kheis, Siyathemba & Siyancuma Local Municipalities, Northern Cape

The above reports were submitted for the proposed development of a 15MW hydropower station and
associated infrastructure at Boegoeberg Dam in the Northern Cape. The proposed development consists of a
hydropower station on the Orange River and includes an off-take structure for water abstraction, a temporary
dam, water conveyance infrastructure, a head pond, pipelines, a power chamber, switchroom and transformer
yard, an outlet channel, a distribution powerline and access roads. 

It is noted that this proposed development has not yet been mapped using the SAHRIS Mapping tool.

The heritage impact assessment identified a number of archaeological resources of varying significance. An
extensive artefact scatter, consisting of Middle and Later Stone Age artefacts, was identified on top of the cliff
above Boegoeberg Weir (ZKB2013/001). This site was identified as having some heritage significance. An
ephemeral archaeological scatter of low significance was identified downstream of the weir. Twelve stone wall
features of archaeological significance were identified on the south side of the river and on the mountain slope
(BDW2013/001). Although rock art in the area is likely, none was identified in the field assessment.

One informal graveyard and two possible graves including a stone cairn (ZKB2013/004, ZKB2013/003 and
ZKB2013/002) were identified in the report. No structures will be impacted by the proposed development.
Boegoeberg Weir was constructed between 1929 and 1933 and as such has some heritage significance. It is
noted that the weir will not be impacted by the proposed development. Existing borrow pits will be reused for
the proposed development.

Three silt storage areas have been proposed however none of these is likely to impact significant heritage
resources. There is a concern that water drainage may lead to erosion of the floodplain margins which may
impact archaeological sites and burials of heritage significance.

BOEGOEBERG HYDROPOWER STATION

Our Ref: 9/2/032/0002

Enquiries: Jenna Lavin Date: Wednesday January 15, 2014
Edit view Tel: 021 462 4502
Edit view Email: jlavin@sahra.org.za Page No: 1
CaseID: 3106



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 According to the palaeontological assessment, no areas or sites of palaeontological significance were
identified within the study area. It is unlikely that the proposed development will impact on significant
palaeontological heritage.

Final Comment

SAHRA has no objection to the proposed development based on the information provided in the above reports
on condition that;

- The gravestone and stone cairn (ZKB2013/003 and ZKB2013/002) must not be impacted by development
activities. These sites must be clearly demarcated and carefully avoided.
- Excavation of the silts below the weir must be carefully monitored for additional burials by the ECO.
- The graveyard at ZKB2013/004 must be fenced and a 20m buffer zone of no development must be imposed.
A Conservation Management Plan must be adopted for the continued management and conservation of this
site.
- The stone structures at BDW2013/001 must be avoided during construction and may not be impacted by the
proposed development of the hydropower station or the transmission lines. This will require the careful
placement of pylons. A permit in terms of Section 35 of the NHRA is required from SAHRA should any of these
structures be disturbed.
- The archaeological site identified at ZKB2013/001 requires archaeological mitigation (Phase 2) in the form of
detailed documentation, including mapping and sampling. This must occur prior to construction activities. This
mitigation will require a permit from SAHRA in terms of Section 35 of the NHRA.
- Should any evidence of archaeological sites or remains (e.g., remnants of stone-made structures, indigenous
ceramics, bones, stone artefacts, ostrich eggshell fragments, marine shell and charcoal/ash concentrations),
unmarked human burials, fossils or other categories of heritage resources are found during the proposed
activities, SAHRA APM Unit (Jenna Lavin/Colette Scheermeyer 021 462 4502) must be alerted immediately,
and a professional archaeologist or palaeontologist, depending on the nature of the finds, must be contacted
as soon as possible to inspect the findings. If the newly discovered heritage resources prove to be of
archaeological or palaeontological significance a Phase 2 rescue operation might be necessary.

Should you have any further queries, please contact the designated official using the case number quoted
above in the case header.

Yours faithfully

________________________________________ 
Jenna Lavin
Heritage Officer

BOEGOEBERG HYDROPOWER STATION

Our Ref: 9/2/032/0002

Enquiries: Jenna Lavin Date: Wednesday January 15, 2014
Edit view Tel: 021 462 4502
Edit view Email: jlavin@sahra.org.za Page No: 2
CaseID: 3106



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
South African Heritage Resources Agency

________________________________________ 
Colette Scheermeyer
SAHRA Head Archaeologist
South African Heritage Resources Agency

ADMIN:
Direct URL to case: http://www.sahra.org.za/node/126178

Terms & Conditions:

1. This approval does not exonerate the applicant from obtaining local authority approval or any other necessary approval for
proposed work.

2. If any heritage resources, including graves or human remains, are encountered they must be reported to SAHRA immediately.
3. SAHRA reserves the right to request additional information as required.

BOEGOEBERG HYDROPOWER STATION

Our Ref: 9/2/032/0002

Enquiries: Jenna Lavin Date: Wednesday January 15, 2014
Edit view Tel: 021 462 4502
Edit view Email: jlavin@sahra.org.za Page No: 3
CaseID: 3106
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Simon Clark

From: René de Kock (WR) <Dekockr@nra.co.za>

Sent: Tuesday, January 21, 2014 8:54 AM

To: Simon Clark

Cc: Colene Runkel (WR)

Subject: FW: PROPOSED BOEGOEBERG HYDROPOWER STATION DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568 - 

AVAILABILITY OF THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT

Dear Simon, 

 

Thank you for your email. 

 

The South African National Roads Agency SOC Limited (SANRAL) has no comment, seeing that the national road will not 

be affected.  Therefore, please ignore the attached wayleave form. 

 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

Ms René de Kock  

Statutory Control 

Tel: +27 21 957 4607 

Fax: +21 910 1699 

Email: Dekockr@nra.co.za  

Western Region 

1 Havenga Street, Oakdale, 7530 

Private Bag X19, Bellville, 7535 

www.nra.co.za 

SANRAL Fraud Hotline: 0800204558  

 

    

 

  

From: Simon Clark [mailto:Simon.Clark@aurecongroup.com]  
Sent: 20 January 2014 04:15 PM 
To: René de Kock (WR) 
Cc: Diane Erasmus 
Subject: RE: PROPOSED BOEGOEBERG HYDROPOWER STATION DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568 - AVAILABILITY OF THE 
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT 

  

Dear René  

  

Thank you for your email. Please confirm this requirement (form) is applicable as no national roads will be crossed? The 

proposed transmission line is to run from the facility adjacent to a divisional farm road (dirt) to the substation.  

  

Kind regards 

  
Simon Clark  
Aurecon 
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T +27 21 526 6034 C +27 84 614 7800  
E Simon.Clark@aurecongroup.com 
Aurecon Centre 1 Century City Drive Waterford Precinct Century City South Africa 
aurecongroup.com 

  

  
DISCLAIMER 

From: René de Kock (WR) [mailto:Dekockr@nra.co.za]  
Sent: Monday, January 20, 2014 3:43 PM 
To: Simon Clark 
Cc: Colene Runkel (WR) 
Subject: RE: PROPOSED BOEGOEBERG HYDROPOWER STATION DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568 - AVAILABILITY OF THE 
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT 

  

Dear Simon, 

  

Thank you for your email dated 2 December 2013. 

  

A wayleave application needs to be submitted for the crossing of the national roads.  Attached please find the wayleave 

application form which needs to be completed and returned to Colene Runkel at runkelc@nra.co.za for her further 

attention.  

                                         

  

Kind regards 

  

  

 

 

Ms René de Kock  

Statutory Control 

Tel: +27 21 957 4607 

Fax: +21 910 1699 

Email: Dekockr@nra.co.za  

Western Region 

1 Havenga Street, Oakdale, 7530 

Private Bag X19, Bellville, 7535 

www.nra.co.za 

SANRAL Fraud Hotline: 0800204558  

 

    

  

From: Simon Clark [mailto:Simon.Clark@aurecongroup.com]  
Sent: 02 December 2013 11:50 AM 
Subject: PROPOSED BOEGOEBERG HYDROPOWER STATION DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568 - AVAILABILITY OF THE 
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT 

  

Dear Sir/ Madam 

  

PROPOSED BOEGOEBERG HYDROPOWER STATION AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE AT BOEGOEBERG DAM ON THE ORANGE 

RIVER, NEAR GROBLERSHOOP, NORTHERN CAPE:  
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AVAILABILITY OF THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REPORT 
DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568 

  

The purpose of this email is to notify Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) of the opportunity to comment on the Draft 

Environmental Impact Assessment  Report (EIR) for the abovementioned project. Please see the attached notification 

letters and non-technical executive summaries. 

  

The hard copies of the Draft EIR can be viewed at the Groblershoop Public Library, at the Kheis Municipality offices in 

Groblershoop and electronic copies are available on Aurecon’s website -

http://aurecon.webfoundryza.com/index.php?id=180 (full annexures) or on Dropbox –

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/fb9qx37age9cgdj/6aJzaBSlw8 (no annexures). 

  

Should you have any comments or concerns regarding the proposed project, please provide your comments in writing to 

Aurecon by email, fax or post, on or before 29 January 2014.  

  

Yours sincerely 

AURECON 
  

  

  
Simon Clark  
Aurecon 
T +27 21 526 6034 C +27 84 614 7800  
E Simon.Clark@aurecongroup.com 
Aurecon Centre 1 Century City Drive Waterford Precinct Century City South Africa 
aurecongroup.com 

  

  
DISCLAIMER 

  

 
Disclaimer: 
This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual named. 
If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. 
Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. E-mail transmission cannot be 
guaranteed to be secure or without errors as information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late or incomplete, or contain viruses. 
The sender therefore does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail transmission. 
If verification is required please request a hard-copy version. The South African National Roads Agency SOC Ltd, PO Box 415, Pretoria, 0001, South Africa, Tel 
+27-(0)12 844 8000, www.nra.co.za. 
This Disclaimer is deemed to form part of the content of this email in terms of Section 11 of the Electronic Communications and Transactions Act, 25 of 2002. 

 

 
Disclaimer: 
This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual named. 
If you are not the named addressee you should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. 
Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. E-mail transmission cannot be 
guaranteed to be secure or without errors as information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late or incomplete, or contain viruses. 
The sender therefore does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail transmission. 
If verification is required please request a hard-copy version. The South African National Roads Agency SOC Ltd, PO Box 415, Pretoria, 0001, South Africa, Tel 
+27-(0)12 844 8000, www.nra.co.za. 
This Disclaimer is deemed to form part of the content of this email in terms of Section 11 of the Electronic Communications and Transactions Act, 25 of 2002. 
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Simon Clark

From: Andre Geldenhuys <rugbreek@gmail.com>

Sent: Friday, February 21, 2014 7:50 AM

To: niel@hydro-sa.com

Cc: Simon Clark

Subject: Boegoebergdam huurkontrak

Attachments: kanselering van huurkontrak.tif

Hi 
 
Aangeheg is die prokureursbrief waarvolgens die huurkontrak van Lourens en Elzahn Fourie van die Transboegoe-oord 
beeindig is. Hy beweer nou hy het n mondelingse kontrak maar dit is totaal onwaar. 
 
 
 
-- 
Andre Geldenhuys 
Rugbreek Boerdery 
Sel: 0836083311 
Fax2email: 0865769111 
Posbus 66, Groblershoop, 8850 
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Simon Clark

From: Lizelle Stroh <StrohL@caa.co.za>

Sent: Monday, February 03, 2014 2:21 PM

To: Simon Clark

Subject: FW: PUBLIC MEETING - BOEGOEBERG - 10 FEBRUARY 2014 - PROPOSED 

HYDROPOWER STATION AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE AT BOEGOEBERG DAM 

DEA REF: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568

Attachments: Site.xls; Pylon Geographic co ordinates.xls

There is a CAA process whereby permission is applied for wrt obstacles which could pose an aviation 
hazard.  More information can be obtained at http://www.caa.co.za. Click on ‘Obstacles’ on the LHS.  
 

• Kindly provide a .kml (Google Earth) file reflecting the footprint of the proposed development site 
including the proposed overhead electric power line route that will evacuate the generated 
power to the national grid. 

 
Also indicate the highest structure of the project & the Overhead electric power transmission line 

 

Kind regards 

 

Lizell Stroh 

Obstacle Specialist 
Aviation Obstacle and GIS 

____________________________________ 

South African Civil Aviation Authority 
 

Tel:            011 545 1232 
Cell:           083 461 6660 
Fax:           011 545 1282 

Email:       strohl@caa.co.za 

Website:    www.caa.co.za  

 

 

 

 

 

"Forget past mistakes. Forget failures. Forget everything except what you're going to do 

now and do it." 

 
 

 

From: Zimele Mtimkulu  

Sent: 03 February 2014 10:08 AM 
To: Lizelle Stroh 

Subject: FW: PUBLIC MEETING - BOEGOEBERG - 10 FEBRUARY 2014 - PROPOSED HYDROPOWER STATION AND 
ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE AT BOEGOEBERG DAM DEA REF: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568 

 



2

 

 

From: Simon Clark [mailto:Simon.Clark@aurecongroup.com]  

Sent: Friday, January 31, 2014 4:37 PM 
Subject: PUBLIC MEETING - BOEGOEBERG - 10 FEBRUARY 2014 - PROPOSED HYDROPOWER STATION AND 

ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE AT BOEGOEBERG DAM DEA REF: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568 

 

Dear Sir/ Madam 

  

PROPOSED HYDROPOWER STATION AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE AT BOEGOEBERG DAM ON THE 

ORANGE RIVER, NEAR GROBLERSHOOP, NORTHERN CAPE:  

DEA REF: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568; NEAS REF: DEA/EIA/TBA 

BOEGOEBERG PUBLIC MEETING 
  

  

Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) in the vicinity of the proposed project are hereby invited to attend a public meeting

at the Boegoeberg community Hall, School Street on 10 February 2014. An open-house is proposed from 16h00 where 

I&APs can engage with the project team and view posters. I&APs are asked to R.S.V.P in order for the project team to 

confirm the venue can cater for the number of attendees. 

  

Place Venue Date and Time 

Boegoeberg Boegoeberg Community Hall, School Street 10 February 2014  16h00-19h00 

  

If you have any questions or comments, or require clarification of the content of the attached, please contact Simon Clark 

or Diane Erasmus of Aurecon.  

  

Diane Erasmus  or Simon Clark 

P O Box 509, George, 6530    PO Box 494, Cape Town, 8000 

Tel: 044 805 5421    Tel: 021 526 6034 

Fax: 044 805 5454   Fax: 021 526 9500 

Email: diane.erasmus@aurecongroup.com   Email: simon.clark@aurecongroup.com 

Yours sincerely 

AURECON 

 

 

Simon Clark  
Aurecon 
T +27 21 526 6034 C +27 84 614 7800  
E Simon.Clark@aurecongroup.com 
Aurecon Centre 1 Century City Drive Waterford Precinct Century City South Africa 
aurecongroup.com 

 

  
DISCLAIMER 
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Confidentiality and Disclaimer Notice: This email contains the South African Civil Aviation Authority 
(�SACAA�) confidential information intended only for the person to whom it is addressed and access to this e-mail by 
anyone else is unauthorized. Any recipient who is not a named addressee is not entitled to read the rest of the email or 
disclose its contents to any person or take copies. An incorrect addressee is requested to notify SACAA immediately by 

return email. Whilst all reasonable steps are taken to ensure the accuracy and integrity of information and data 
transmitted electronically and to preserve the confidentiality thereof, no liability or responsibility whatsoever is accepted if 
information or data is, for whatever reason, corrupted or does not reach its intended destination. In the event that this e 

mail is of a personal nature and not business related, the recipient must note that this e-mail is not authorised by, or sent 
on behalf of the senders employer.  



                                                                                                                                                                                                

 
 
 

 
Directorate Land Use and Soil Management, Private Bag x120,  Pretoria, 0001 

Delpen Building, c/o Annie Botha & Union Streets, Riviera 
 

From: Director: Land Use and Soil Management
 

Tel: (012) 319 7634 Fax: (012) 329 5938 e-mail: nhlakad@daff.gov.za 
 
Aurecon 
PO Box 494 
Cape Town 
8000 
 
12 February 2014  
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
This serves as a notice of receipt and confirms that your application has been captured in 
our electronic AgriLand tracking and management system. It is strongly recommended that 
you use the on-line AgriLand application facility in future. 
 
Detail of your application as captured:   
 
Type: Hydropower Station: 
 Your reference number:  
Property Description: Boegoeberg Dam 
Date:  13 January 2014 
 
 
Please use the following reference number in all enquiries: 
 
AgriLand reference number: 2014_02_0053                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 
Enquiries can be made to the above postal, fax or e-mail address. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
HJ Buys 
pp DIRECTOR: LAND USE AND SOIL MANAGEMENT 
 
 http://www.agis.agric.za/agriland 
 
 
 



PROPOSED HYDROPOWER STATION AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE AT BOEGOEBERG DAM ON THE ORANGE RIVER, NEAR GROBLERSHOOP, 
NORTHERN CAPE:  

AVAILABILITY OF THE DRAFT SCOPING REPORT 
DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568; NEAS Ref: DEA/EIA/TBA 

COMMENTS AND RESPONSE REPORT 1 

Available in Afrikaans upon request 

1 

 

This Comments and Response Report reflects the comments submitted during the Draft Scoping Report (DSR) public comment period (from 17 July 2013 until 26 

August 2013).  Nine comments were received and are summarised below with the relevant responses. Please refer to Annexure B for the detailed comments as 

received. 

 

SUBMISSIONS: 

Ref.  Name Organisation Date Received Method 

1.  N.J. Toerien The Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural 

Development  

5 August 2013 Letter 

2.  F. Mokoma Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) 7 July 2013 Email 

3.  Walther van der Westhuizen Department of Water Affairs (DWA) 22 July 2013 Email 

4.  Thebe Olebogeng  Department of Water Affairs (DWA) 19 July 2013 Email 

5.  John Geeringh   ESKOM 26 July 2013 Email 

6.  Bennie Burger Plaasboer Bo-Seekoebaard 14 August 2013 Email 

7.  Mr. David Schalk Fourie Plaasboer 307 & 308  25 August 2013 Website 

8.  Kathryn Smuts SAHRA 30 July 2013 Letter 

9.  Natasha Wilson WWF-SA  7 July 2013 Email 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

Comments and Responses 

No. Name Issue Response 

1. N.J. Toerien  With the development of the abovementioned activities the 

developer must take care of the following: Article 7.(3)b of 

Regulation 9238: CONSERVATION OF AGRICULTURE 

RESOURCES, 1983 (Act 43 of 1983) Utilisation and 

protection of vleis, marshes, water sponges and water 

courses 7.(1) " ..... no land user shall utilize the vegetation in 

a vlei, marsh or water sponge or within the flood area of a 

water course or within 10 meters horizontally outside such 

flood area in a manner that causes or may cause the 

deterioration of or damage to the natural agriculture 

resources." (3)(b) "cultivate any land on his farm unit within 

 Noted. An aquatic ecology assessment will be undertaken 

by the relevant specialists to determine potential impacts on 

aquatic resources.  
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

Comments and Responses 

No. Name Issue Response 

the flood area of a water course or within 10 meters 

horizontally outside the flood area of a water course" 

 Take also care of the following: who is the current landowner; 

will it be a subdivision of land or a lease contract between the 

developer and the landowner? Rezoning will also be 

applicable because the land use will change from the current 

agricultural status. 

 The land will be leased from the owner for the full term of 

the Independent Power Producers contract. The land would 

be rezoned from agricultural to special use in a separate 

LUPO process which shall be initiated by the proponent. 

 The Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural 

Development foresees no problems in the development as 

mentioned above as long as the developer adheres to the 

articles of Act 43 of 1983. 

 Noted the developer confirms they will adhere to the articles 

of Act 43 of 1983. 

2. Francina 

Mokoma 

(DAFF) 

 With reference to the above-mentioned matter this 

Department wishes to inform you that, the following 

information is outstanding: 

 Full EIA report   

 Layout plan  

 Title deed  

 On receipt of the outstanding information the matter will 

receive further attention. 

 Please note that this is the Scoping phase during which 

I&APs and authorities (such as DAFF) have the opportunity 

to identify issues and impacts for further investigation.  This 

information is incorporated into a Scoping report, which will 

guide the scope of the next phase, being the Environmental 

Impact Assessment where the EIA report is compiled 

(including the final layout and title deeds) at which time an 

electronic copy of this report will be submitted for your 

review and comment.  

3. Walther van der 

Westhuizen 

(DWA) 

 Mr van der Westhuizen noted the Boegoeberg dam is owned 

by the DWA and that plans would need to be discussed in 

detail with both him and Dries Visser as they are responsible 

for DWA infrastructure and the associated property on which 

it lies, and ultimately for the approval which would be 

required.  

 Noted. A meeting was held on 8 august 2013 between DWA 

representatives and the proponent at which the following 

was discussed: 

• Where this project’s works would discharge in relation 

to the existing Boegoeberg weir and the length of the 

headrace past the existing weir. It was confirmed that 

the proposed tailrace would discharge no further than 

200m downstream of the Boegoeberg weir and 

therefore would not be an impediment to the new DWA 

measuring weir, to be built some 2km downstream 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

Comments and Responses 

No. Name Issue Response 

from the existing weir. 

• The proponent is aware of the current problems 

resulting from the high silt load being entrained by the 

weir and they (the proponent) will seek an engineering 

solution to ensure that their works do not in any way 

aggravate the current silt problems.  This will be 

reported on in the EIA phase. 

• The current DWA flow measurement regime at the two 

weirs (Neusberg & D7H008 – Zeekoebaardt measuring 

weir) was discussed and it was agreed that BHEP 

(Boegoeberg Hydro Electric Power) will not be required 

to install measurement devices for the benefit of DWA, 

but that they would make plant flow measurement 

information available to the DWA. 

• Economic Development was briefly touched on and it 

was confirmed that this should be similar to that 

achieved at Neus. Economic Development will be 

discussed further in the EIR. 

• From the above it appeared that DWA was satisfied 

with the proponent’s explanations and comments. 

 

4. Thebe 

Olebogeng 

(DWA) 

 I think there is a need for a public meeting to be held as 

outlined. Another issue I have raised in similar projects from 

your company was the advertisement of such a project. It is 

limiting to say that an Afrikaans and English version was 

advertised in local media (newspapers), if it was advertised 

(with an English & Afrikaans clip) in an Afrikaans newspaper. 

Most English news readers simply do not buy the Afrikaans 

newspaper. Therefore the English advert never gets to reach 

the English reader. 

 The following activities were undertakes as part of the 

Boegoeberg Public notification process: 

• At initiation of the public notification the owners of all 

affected property portions and their neighbours are 

identified, registered and informed directly via mail, 

email, sms or fax. For notification of the wider public 

within the area popular and widely read local and 

regional publications were identified in which to 

advertise. In this instance the number of publications is 

limited due to the remoteness of the site and limited 



PROPOSED HYDROPOWER STATION AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE AT BOEGOEBERG DAM ON THE ORANGE RIVER, NEAR GROBLERSHOOP, 
NORTHERN CAPE:  

AVAILABILITY OF THE DRAFT SCOPING REPORT 
DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568; NEAS Ref: DEA/EIA/TBA 

COMMENTS AND RESPONSE REPORT 1 

Available in Afrikaans upon request 

4 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

Comments and Responses 

No. Name Issue Response 

 I therefore request that this project be advertised in the “both” 

the English and Afrikaans newspapers separately to attract 

the attention it deserves. 

 Other forms of media should also be used e.g. local radio 

stations and newspapers etc. 

surrounding settlements. Furthermore the choice of 

publication is based on the newspaper distribution in 

relation to the proposed site where the majority of 

those interested or affected parties would be found. 

The public notification guidelines (GUIDELINE ON 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION, EIA GUIDELINE AND 

INFORMATION DOCUMENT SERIES (MARCH 

2013)) indicate that where impacts will be localised, as 

is the case in this project, an advertisement must be 

placed in the local newspaper circulating in the area 

where the site and any alternative site is located, as 

was done.  The paper selected was the Volksblad 

which has the largest distribution in the Free State and 

Northern Cape.  There is no equivalent English local 

paper.  It is felt that this is adequate as the 

demographics of the Northern Cape show that only 

3.4% of the population are English and only 1.1%  of 

the !Kheis municipality have English as a first language 

being only . Afrikaans is thus the first language of 

92.9% of the population (Census 2011).  

• Various other methods are also used to capture 

English speakers in the area, namely placing notices 

(English & Afrikaans) on community boards at the 

library and municipality as well as the entrance to the 

proposed site. 

 Under “Legal Requirements,” I would like you to include the 

National Water Act. As application to DWA must be launched 

with the relevant authority. I am aware that DEA will normally 

have as a condition in the authorisation that all other 

legislative requirements must be complied with; however I 

would like to see this being emphasised from the beginning 

 Please note that the detailed legal requirements including 

the National Water Act, Act No. 36 of 1998 (NWA) are 

captured in the Draft Scoping Report (DSR).  The Applicant 

has been in on-going discussions with DWA with regard to 

the abovementioned project and is in the process of 

applying for the necessary authorisations. 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

Comments and Responses 

No. Name Issue Response 

by the applicant. 

 DWA does flow measurements from the Boegoeberg dam 

structure as well as downstream of the dam to effectively 

manage the scarce resource. No flow measurements in this 

precinct should be adversely affected by the “proposed 

project.” I would therefore request that all designs should be 

discussed with the “Specialist Design Engineer” from DWA 

national office Dr. Pieter Wessels as well as any implications 

on flow measurements directly through my office. 

 Dr. Pieter Wessels has been added to the project database 

and will be informed of the environmental process going 

forward. In addition the applicant will consult with Dr 

Wessels on the design engineering of the proposed project. 

The statement that “No flow measurements in this precinct 

should be adversely affected by the proposed project” is 

noted As such any flow measurement implications will be 

communicated directly through the DWA office, as 

requested. 

 Flows through the Boegoeberg Hydro Electric Project will be 

a maximum of 120m³/s. This is less than the capacity of the 

measuring weir downstream of the Boegoeberg Weir (circa 

156m³/s), so no impact is envisaged on the ability to 

measure low flows. The project will record discharge 

through the turbines and these flows will be provided to 

DWA as a matter of interest. 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

Comments and Responses 

No. Name Issue Response 

5. John Geeringh  

(ESKOM) 

 Will the proposed 132kV power line cross the river? How 

wide is the river at the proposed point of crossing? If the line 

cross the river, you will have to do a bird impact assessment, 

and also make sure it is technically feasible to cross the river 

with the line. 

 The proposed transmission line will most likely be a 33kV 

line (the Scoping Report indicates a maximum of 132kV will 

be considered) and will cross the river. Andrew Jenkins from 

Avisense will undertake an avifaunal specialist studies for 

the lines and mitigations recommended will be in line with 

Eskom’s requirements, this may include measures such as 

bird flappers on H-pole structures. The point proposed for 

the actual crossing, will be approximately 200m in width and 

it is proposed that on the most appropriate structural 

technologies would be used to minimise any areas if in the 

birds’ flight paths. More detailed information will be provided 

in the EIA phase, including the findings of studies and 

recommended mitigations. 

6. Bennie Burger 

(Plaas Bo-

Seekoebaard) 

 I do not have a problem with the proposed Hydropower plant 

at Boegoeberg dam but if the water level drops by more than 

one meter in the dam I will not be able to pump water for my 

irrigation. The next big problem is that our dirt roads are 

already in such a bad state that any increase in traffic and 

especially that of heavy vehicles will make our situation even 

more desperate. We regularly run up against a wall at the 

Roads Administration and are forced to take these roads so 

we can deliver our products to Groblershoop Upington etc. 

The poor state of the roads, cause for enormous high 

maintenance costs on our vehicles. I hope these problems 

will be definitely paid attention to in this project. 

 Lowering of water level: In terms of the Water Use Licence 

Application (WULA) the proponent will not at any time be 

lowering the water level below that of the crown (“kruin”) 

height of the weir. Thus, at worst case, all famers using 

water for irrigation will have full supply through the existing 

irrigation canal and the top of the weir will show a small flow 

passing over it before the plant can even begin to draw any 

water. This will be reflected as such in the WULA.  

 Access Roads: The increase in traffic during construction 

will be minimal. The potential impact will however be 

discussed in the EIA phase. The following trips would be 

anticipated; 

 Daily 

o Site Management to and from site in LDV – 3 

x LDV x 2 trips (to and from) average = 6 LDV 

trips per day 

o Site staff – Taxis to and from site – 3 Taxis x 

2 trips average = 6 taxi trips per day – 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

Comments and Responses 

No. Name Issue Response 

remainder of staff staying on site 

o Visitors – 2 trips to and from per week = 0.4 

LDV trips per day 

o Sub-contractors – let’s allow 60% of the 

above items for them – thus 7.45 trips per day 

 Irregularly 

o Cement Trucks – estimated that a total 

concrete volume will not exceed 3500m3 = 

25000 bags @ 1200 bags per trip = 21 trips 

over 24 months = < 1 trip per month 

o Reinforcing = 400 tons at 30 tons per trip = 

13.33 trips = < 0.5 trip per month 

o Turbines & generators – 6 Trips to site. 

 Further to this a Traffic Impact statement will be included in 

the Draft EIR confirming that the potential impact on road 

due to the increase in traffic during the construction phase 

would be minor. 

7. Mr. David Schalk 

Fourie 

(Plaasboer 307 & 

308)  

 I am the owner of farm 307 and 308 and farm cattle, sheep 

and goats. The increase in traffic will have a direct impact on 

the gravel (Koegas / Groblershoop) dirt road between my 

house and the Boegoeberg dam which is covered with white 

gravel and with the increase in traffic will cause a thick layer 

of white / gray dust to settle on everything. The gravel road is 

not regularly scraped but the farmers try to sustain it by 

dragging it with a tractor. The road cannot handle the traffic 

now already. Also to be affected the vegetation along the dirt 

roads and the camps in which animals graze. We would like 

to request for road to be established taking into consideration 

the flora and fauna and the current farming practises. 

 Noted. HydroSA has agreed that access control measures 

will be taken from the entrance off the main road where it 

would be manned requiring sign in to access the property 

and would serve as traffic calming zone. Furthermore it was 

agreed that main road through the farmer’s yard is to be 

tarred and then continue thereafter as gravel. It is also 

suggested that a speed bump is placed in this section to 

ensure that vehicular traffic keep to low speeds. 

8 Kathryn Smuts 

(SAHRA) 

 In your Draft Scoping Report received by SAHRA, it is 

indicated that there will be an assessment of the heritage 

 Noted. A desktop Paleontological study will be undertaken 

to assess whether or not the development will impact upon 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

Comments and Responses 

No. Name Issue Response 

resources; this should be inclusive of an Archaeological and 

Paleontological Impact Assessment. The Phase 1 

Archaeological Impact Assessment Report that will identify 

the archaeological sites and assess their significance and 

make recommendations (as indicated in section 38) about 

the process to be followed. A Paleontological study must be 

undertaken to assess whether or not the development will 

impact upon paleontological resources - or at least a letter of 

exemption from a Palaeontologist is needed to indicate that 

this is unnecessary. lf the area is deemed sensitive, a full 

Phase 1 Paleontological Impact Assessment will be required 

and if necessary a Phase 2 rescue operation might be 

necessary. 

paleontological resource and has been added to the Plan of 

Study in the FSR. 

9. Natasha Wilson 

(WWF-SA)  

 WWF-SA has no comments regarding this scoping report  Noted. 
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This Comments and Response Report reflects the comments submitted during the Final Scoping Report (FSR) public comment period (from 16 September 2013 till 10 

October 2013).  Two comments were received and are summarised below with the relevant responses. Please refer to Annexure B for the detailed comments as 

received. 

 

SUBMISSIONS: 

Ref.  Name Organisation Date Received Method 

1.  N.J. Toerien The Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural 

Development  

16 October 2013 Letter 

2.  Mr. David Schalk Fourie R 307 & 308  12 October 2013 Email & Website 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

Comments and Responses 

No. Name Issue Response 

1. N.J. Toerien Impact on aquatic resources: 

With the development of the abovementioned activities the 

developer must take care of the following: Article 7.(3)b of 

Regulation 9238: CONSERVATION OF AGRICULTURE 

RESOURCES, 1983 (Act 43 of 1983) Utilisation and protection 

of vleis, marshes, water sponges and water courses 7.(1) " ..... 

no land user shall utilize the vegetation in a vlei, marsh or water 

sponge or within the flood area of a water course or within 10 

meters horizontally outside such flood area in a manner that 

causes or may cause the deterioration of or damage to the 

natural agriculture resources." (3)(b) "cultivate any land on his 

farm unit within the flood area of a water course or within 10 

meters horizontally outside the flood area of a water course" 

 Noted. An aquatic ecology assessment has been 

undertaken by the relevant specialists to determine potential 

impacts on aquatic resources.  

Landuse issues: 

Also take care of the following: who is the current landowner; will 

it be a subdivision of land or a lease contract between the 

developer and the landowner? Rezoning will also be applicable 

because the land use will change from the current agricultural 

status. 

 The land will be leased from the owner for the full term of 

the Independent Power Producer’s contract.  
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The Department of Agriculture, Land Reform and Rural 

Development foresees no problems in the development as 

mentioned above as long as the developer adheres to the 

articles of Act 43 of 1983. 

 Noted:  the developer confirms they will adhere to the 

articles of Act 43 of 1983. 

2. Mr. David Schalk 

Fourie 

(Plaasboer 307 & 

308)  

Impact of increased traffic on roads close to farm: 

I herewith would like to make it clear that the issue of a tarred 

road was only a point that was mentioned as an alternative to a 

dust problem and wasn't agreed upon as a definite. The day that 

it was mentioned we were told that it was only supposed to be an 

introduction of people involved with the project. No one actually 

had a meeting with us to discuss the issue because now that the 

facts are on the table of how many vehicles will be travelling per 

day in front of our house, it isn't just the dust but traffic that is 

alarming. The option to re-route the road behind the house is 

actually the better option. 

 The proponent has indicated their willingness to engage 

with Mr Fourie and has requested that a sketch be provided 

of the preferred route. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No further discussion of how the security and access control are 

going to be handled has been done.  

 It is agreed that access control has not been finalised.  This 

will be addressed as an issue and the proponent would 

welcome suggestions solutions from Mr Fourie. 

How will speed bumps solve the problem with our livestock? 

 

 Speedbumps are used to calm the traffic and reduce the 

speed of vehicles on the road, which in turn would mean 

that risk to the livestock would be further reduced. 

The point that was mentioned that the traffic on our main road 

will not have an effect on the condition of the road must be 

reconsidered. If the road can't handle the traffic now surely the 

road would deteriorate so much faster with more and heavier 

traffic. 

 The main arterial road is a road administered and 

maintained by Northern Cape Provincial Roads Department 

and therefore is ultimately their responsibility. Furthermore 

private entities are not permitted (for obvious reasons like 

safety among other) to alter, maintain or work on such an 

asset as this is a function of the provincial roads 

department.  
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This Comments and Response Report (CRR) reflects the comments submitted during the Draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report (DEIR) public comment 

period from 2 December 2013 till 29 January 2014.  The CRR has been divided into two parts to capture and respond to all concerns raised during the DEIR review 

phase. 

 

Responses to written comment received 

Six comments were received and are summarised below with the relevant responses. Please refer to Annexure B for the detailed comments as received.  

 

Responses to comments in the Focus Group Meetings and the Public Information Session  

The second part of the CRR captures comments raised at the Focus Group Meetings and Public Information Session held on 10 February 2013.  Some of the issues 

were addressed at the meetings and other responses have been provided as part of this CCR. 

 

 

 

Responses to written comments received 
 

SUBMISSIONS: 

Ref.  Name Organisation Date Received Method 

1. Jenna Lavin South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA) 15 January 2014 Email 

2. René de Kock South African National Roads Agency (SANRAL) 21 January 2014 Email 

3. Noma Quase Department of Energy (DOE) 2 February 2014 Letter 

4. HJ Buys Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries(DAFF) 13 January 2014 Letter 

5. Lizell Stroh South African Civil Aviation Authority 2 February 2014 Email 

6. Andre Geldenhuys Rugbreek Boerdery 21 February 2014 Email 

7. Lourens Fourie  Trans Boegoeberg Kamp/ occupier of the land 21 August 2013
1
 Email 

8. Lourens Fourie Trans Boegoeberg Kamp/ occupier of the land 6 March 2014 Email 

 

 

                                                           
1
 This comment was not included in earlier an CCR, as there was confusion as to whether the comments from Mr Fourie were meant for the public EIA process. As it 

has now been ascertained that this was the intention, we have included the comments in this CCR. 
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1 Jenna Lavin 

SAHRA 

SAHRA has no objection to the proposed development based on the information 

provided in the above reports 

on condition that; 

− The gravestone and stone cairn (ZKB2013/003 and ZKB2013/002) must not be 

impacted by development activities. These sites must be clearly demarcated and 

carefully avoided. 

− Excavation of the silts below the weir must be carefully monitored for additional 

burials by the ECO. 

− The graveyard at ZKB2013/004 must be fenced and a 20m buffer zone of no 

development must be imposed. 

− A Conservation Management Plan must be adopted for the continued 

management and conservation of this site. 

− The stone structures at BDW2013/001 must be avoided during construction and 

may not be impacted by the proposed development of the hydropower station or 

the transmission lines. This will require the careful placement of pylons. A permit 

in terms of Section 35 of the NHRA is required from SAHRA should any of these 

structures be disturbed. 

− The archaeological site identified at ZKB2013/001 requires archaeological 

mitigation (Phase 2) in the form of detailed documentation, including mapping and 

sampling. This must occur prior to construction activities. This mitigation will 

require a permit from SAHRA in terms of Section 35 of the NHRA. 

− - Should any evidence of archaeological sites or remains (e.g., remnants of stone-

made structures, indigenous ceramics, bones, stone artefacts, ostrich eggshell 

fragments, marine shell and charcoal/ash concentrations),unmarked human 

burials, fossils or other categories of heritage resources are found during the 

proposed activities, SAHRA APM Unit (Jenna Lavin/Colette Scheermeyer 021 462 

4502) must be alerted immediately, and a professional archaeologist or 

palaeontologist, depending on the nature of the finds, must be contacted as soon 

as possible to inspect the findings. If the newly discovered heritage resources 

prove to be of archaeological or palaeontological significance a Phase 2 rescue 

operation might be necessary. 

− Noted. Conditions are captured in the 
EMPr (refer to Appendix E of the 

FEIR). Should any permits be 

required from SAHRA in terms of 
Section 35 of the NHRA, application 
would be made. 
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2 René de Kock 

SANRAL 

The South African National Roads Agency SOC Limited (SANRAL) has no comment, 

seeing that the national road will not be affected. 

Noted 

3 Noma Quase 

DoE 

 

We have gone through the report and wish to inform Aurecon that we are satisfied with 

the report. We wish you all the best in conducting the EIA study to secure a positive 

Environmental Authorisation from the Department of Environmental Affairs. 

Noted 

4 HJ Buys 

DAFF 

This serves as a notice of receipt and confirms that your application has been 

captured in our electronic AgriLand tracking and management system. It is strongly 

recommended that you use the on-line AgriLand application facility in future.  

Detail of your application as captured:  

Type: Hydropower Station:  

Your reference number:  

Property Description: Boegoeberg Dam  

Date: 13 January 2014  

Please use the following reference number in all enquiries:  

AgriLand reference number: 2014_02_0053 

Noted 

5 Lizell Stroh 

South African 

Civil Aviation 

Authority 

There is a CAA process whereby permission is applied for wrt obstacles which could 

pose an aviation hazard. More information can be obtained at http://www.caa.co.za. 

Click on ‘Obstacles’ on the LHS. 

• Kindly provide a .kml (Google Earth) file reflecting the footprint of the proposed 

development site including the proposed overhead electric power line route that 

will evacuate the generated power to the national grid. 

Also indicate the highest structure of the project & the overhead electric power 

transmission line. 

Emails replying to this request were 

forwarded on 4 February and 4 March 

2014 providing height details and the 

relevant kml of the hydropower facility and 

associated infrastructure, including the 

transmission line routing. 

6 Andre 

Geldenhuys 

Rugbreek 

Boerdery 

Attached is the letter of attorney by which the lease of Lourens Fourie Elzahn 

Transboegoe bordering the reserve of the resort is terminated. He now claims he had 

a verbal agreement but it is totally untrue. 

Noted. The contract letter is incorporated 

into comments received in Annexure B. 
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7 Lourens Fourie 

Trans 

Boegoeberg 

Kamp/ occupier 

of the land 

1. It is very disappointing to me that I was only notified on the 10th June 2013 by my 

sister, Susarie Geldenhuys, about the proposed project to develop a Hydro Power 

Station on farm Onderseekoebaard no 306, near Groblershoop in the Northern 

Cape. I'm directly affected as a stakeholder in the project.  I initiated the 

development of a campsite, fishing area as well as a 4x4 trail on the land directly 

adjacent to the dam wall.  In effect this means that the land around the dam wall 

is already being utilised as a tourism destination.  

1. The initiation of the public 

participation process for the 

aforementioned project only began on 

the 15th of July 2013 when 

landowners and the wider public 

where notified through various media 

as required by NEMA. The process 

provides opportunity at various stages 

to address all interested and affected 

parties (I&AP) concerns. You You 

have been registered as an I&AP and 

have been forwarded all project 

information available at this phase of 

the process and will continue to do so 

moving forward. 

2. During a visit to my father, who is in an advanced state of Alzheimer’s, my sister 

informed me that Aurecon had conducted a site visit pertaining to the possible 

development of a hydroelectric power generation facility.   

 

2. Aurecon has been appointed to 

undertake the required environmental 

authorisation process on HydroSA’s 

behalf. Aurecon’s role is to assess the 

impacts associated with the proposed 

Hydropower station on the biophysical 

and the socioeconomic environments. 

As such we are independent of 

business negotiations with 

landowners which are undertaken by 

HydroSA and as such falls outside of 

our mandate and scope of work.  
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3. I am the occupier and developer of the land around the lake and I have a lapa, a 

house I permanently inhabit, and ablution facilities built on this land at my own 

expense.  Mr. Neil Theron was with Mr. Peet Stuwig of Eskom at the pool in 

December 2012. During this visit, Mr. Peet Struwig asked me who owned the land 

and I told him that the land was still my father’s, Hendrik Lourens Fourie (born 8 

November 1929). Mr. Niel Theron also visited me, but I did not have a chance to 

ask him about the project, because my sister intervened. (Here I came to the 

impression that the information was being withheld from me, for reasons unclear 

to me). I therefore ask you to look at the land in Figure 6 of the Boegoeberg 

Hydropower Station Draft Scoping Report.  It indicates state land, but that the 

grounds around it are Rem part 2 of farm Zeekoebaard no 306, belonging to my 

father, Mr. HL Fourie (Sr.), born 8 November 1929.  The facts should read part 1 

of farm Onderseekoebaard no. 306 ONLY belongs to Mr HL Fourie Snr., Portion 2 

of the farm belongs to Mr AJ Geldenhuys and Mrs SM Geldenhuys and part 3 of 

farm belongs to Mr AJ Geldenhuys and Mrs SM Geldenhuys. 
 

I want to bring to your attention that my Father is non compis mentis and that 

there is currently an application in the High Court, Kimberley for the appointment 

of a curator bonis for him. Note: So my sister, SM Geldenhuys has no authority 

over the land.  Proc Poen Bergh does not have the right to take over my father's 

land decisions. Moolah Berg is currently SM Geldenhuys' attorney only.  My father 

is also the sole owner of the land and the land only conveyed in deed in his name 

in 1969. 

3. To the best knowledge of the 

proponent and EAP, based on the 

current understanding at the time of 

undertaking the EIA and drafting this 

Final EIR, the information on 

landownership is correct. 

 Comments relating to property deeds 

and rightful ownership of the affected 

properties should be directed via BBM 

Attorneys (Poen Bergh 

poen@bbmupington.co.za, 083 399 

0555) as these again fall outside of 

the scope of the EIA process. We 

however do note that that you have 

rights as an I&AP and cognisance is 

taken of these rights to raise relevant 

concerns and comment on the 

project. 

 

4. I would be greatly appreciated if in future I am, as occupier and interested and 

directly affected party, notified of any visits and meetings, to allow me further 

insight into the project. 

 

4. Aurecon and its associated 

subcontractors shall contact you in 

order to access the property.  

Information on the project will pass 

through official EIA reporting channel 

where all I&APs are informed at the 

same time. All relevant concerns and 

issues you raise regarding the project 

will be responded to as part of the EIA 

process. 
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5. There are some worrying questions I personally want to ask Mr. Neil Theron , so 

that I can have peace of mind. I will meet at a suitable time and place. 

5. Mr Theron is aware of your request 

and is waiting on the relevant legal 

arbitration to take its course on the 

matter of property rights prior to 

engaging with you at this time. 

6. This project touches me personally and financially - seriously in the form of my 

home, a business that I have built since 2002 (with my father's permission), 

children in school and a child study.  I a 47 year old man.  I cannot be uprooted.  

This affects my whole future and I will lose income until retirement age. So it is 

vital that information is provided directly to me. 

 

6. As a registered I&AP all information 

regarding this project will be provided 

though out the process. We 

understand the gravity of the 

implications of the project on your 

personal and financial position but at 

this stage require legal grounds on 

occupation rights which need 

clarification. 

7. In order to enable me to set up a meaningful comment on the proposed Hydro 

Power Station project, it is necessary for me to completely understand what the 

construction process will involve and what the normal operation of the hydro 

power plant will involve, e.g. how the flow of the river will be affected; will water 

flow over and impact the ground where I live and the campsite.  Will the power 

station's operation pollute the river, will the power station affect the flow of the 

river and the fish life of the dam.  Will there be a noise impact?  I run a rural 

campsite. When you intend to start with the construction etc.  I need this 

information urgently so that I can make comment that I can complete statement 

setting.  I further require that all comments that I submit will go to the Department 

of Environment and Water Affairs, which includes this letter.    

7. The impacts from the construction 

and operation of the proposed 

Hydropower station will be studied in 

greater detail and will be undertaken 

as part of the EIA process by the 

relevant specialists and these results 

will be provided in the EIA reporting. 

Your comments along with the 

response as contained in the 

Comments and Responses Report 

(CRR) shall be submitted to the 

respective decision making authority 

namely the Department Environment 

Affairs. 
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8. I suggest you stop this process.  I oppose the construction of the said station - it 

should not be built. 

 

8. Your opposition is noted, however the 

process will go ahead and the 

relevant impacts will be assessed and 

reported along with all comments 

raised, whereon the Department 

Environment Affairs will be provided 

with this information in order to make 

an informed decision on whether or 

not environmental authorisation 

should be granted. 

9. I would greatly appreciate if you answer me back in Afrikaans and any letters sent 

in my language. 

9. Please note correspondence directed 

to you will be Afrikaans per your 

request. 

7 Lourens Fourie 

Trans 

Boegoeberg 

Kamp/ occupier 

of the land 

1. The power line is unsightly tourism, how are you addressing this? 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

1. The transmission line has been 

routed behind the koppie away from 

the riverine area for ecological 

reasons. This also reduces the visual 

sensitivity of the transmission line by 

locating it away from the areas close 

to the dam, which is where most of 

the tourism activities occur, especially 

those that keep people in the area for 

periods of time (such as fishing, 

swimming and boating).  The current 

routing of the transmission line is 

such that the line will not be visible 

from the camp site areas along the 

river for most of the route close to the 

weir. 



PROPOSED HYDROPOWER STATION AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE AT BOEGOEBERG DAM ON THE ORANGE RIVER, NEAR GROBLERSHOOP, 

NORTHERN CAPE:  
DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568; NEAS Ref: DEA/EIA/TBA 

COMMENTS AND RESPONSE REPORT 3 

Available in Afrikaans upon request 

8 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

Comments and Responses 

No. Name Issue Response 

2. Buchu shrub is native to our region and is abundant on the hill where the 

proposed tunnel will be, where will this rare shrub be relocated? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. The Botanical Specialist responded 

that “the vegetation on the koppie 

above the dam is not unique. Croton 

gratissimus (boegoe) is found widely 

distributed throughout Southern 

Africa. With respect to rehabilitation, 

there is a strong likelihood that the 

disturbance will favour the growth of 

Vachellia (Acacia) mellifera var. 

detinens (swarthaak). Grasses will 

also colonise the disturbed area. After 

construction, the construction area 

should be 'de-compacted' and seed 

from locally occurring species 

collected and spread on the area. 

This would enhance restoration. “ 

3. What will the construction phase impact be on the tourism for Trans Boegoe 

Camp who will be disadvantaged? 

 

3. To the best knowledge of the 

proponent and EAP, based on the 

current understanding at the time of 

undertaking the EIA and drafting this 

Final EIR, the information on 

landownership is correct.  The 

landowner has disputed the right of 

the Trans Boegoe Camp at its current 

location and, as such based on the 

current understanding at the time of 

undertaking the EIA and drafting this 

Final EIR, the campsite to the north of 

the river, close to the site (Trans 

Boegoe) is no longer operational. 
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4. The trees at the Trans Boegoe Camp are all about 100 years old, how will the 

construction affect these trees and how will it be done? 

 

4. The Botanical Specialist responded 

that the trees on the banks area are 

likely to be 100 years old or more. 

Some of the trees would need to be 

removed. It would not be possible to 

uproot them and replant them. The 

trees are mainly Searsia pendulina, a 

relatively fast-growing tree that can be 

replaced by planting young saplings 

post-construction. The impact is not 

considered to be significant from a 

botanical perspective. 

5. With all the large equipment (vehicles, etc.) what influence would it have on 

tourism at Trans Boegoe? 

 

5. To the best knowledge of the 

proponent and EAP, based on the 

current understanding at the time of 

undertaking the EIA and drafting this 

Final EIR, the information on 

landownership is correct.  The 

landowner has disputed the right of 

the Trans Boegoe Camp at its current 

location and as such, it is our 

understanding that the tourism 

operations will no longer take place at 

this site. We were also informed that 

there is an eviction order for the 

current occupier of the land and, as 

such, this impact has not been 

addressed. However, infrastructure is 

located around the house and access 

roads, which will remain. 

6. What about the noise and dust and its effect on tourism at Trans Boegoe? 

 

6. As above 



PROPOSED HYDROPOWER STATION AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE AT BOEGOEBERG DAM ON THE ORANGE RIVER, NEAR GROBLERSHOOP, 

NORTHERN CAPE:  
DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568; NEAS Ref: DEA/EIA/TBA 

COMMENTS AND RESPONSE REPORT 3 

Available in Afrikaans upon request 

10 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

Comments and Responses 

No. Name Issue Response 

7. What affect will the planned fence on the channel to keep people and animals out 

have on the tourism (fishing and campers) and how will it addressed? 

7. As above 

8. My home is where the construction will take place, where will I live if the pipeline 

goes through my home? 

8. As above 

9. I have a business in the form of a camp with 4x4 trail.  It is my source of income 

and so will it be seriously affected financially, how will this point be handled 

10. I have three young children and a wife who depend on this income and my 

business. 

9. As above 

10.  

The above is discussed at the meeting, but there are still concerns that I want to 

address :  

11. Who has given permission for the power line to the sub - station with such a wide 

detour to Susarie Ms Geldenhuys's home, while there is shorter path over the 

river? The power line will be unsightly, especially in consideration that part of the 

property we occupy is for tourism. All guests come to enjoy unspoiled scenery, 

but the construction of a power line right in sight of the guests will ensure a 

negative impact on the business have camping. The above is particularly relevant 

as there is an alternative route directly across the river from the hydroelectric 

power station, below the dam wall and out of sight of the campers. But by this we 

do not approve the construction of the power plant as the construction of 

the   stations and channels etc, we will effectively destroy the camp and 4x4 

business. 

11. To the best knowledge of the 

proponent and EAP, based on the 

current understanding at the time of 

undertaking the EIA and drafting this 

Final EIR, the information on 

landownership is correct.   

The transmission line routing was 

informed by the recommendations 

from the botanical specialist, who 

recommended avoidance of the 

sensitive riverine vegetation. 

12. I oppose the proposed construction camp right on my campsite - it will be a 

DEFFINITE negative impact on tourism and believe it will effectively destroy our 

business. In this regard, I can already confirm that one of our regular campers, 

Mr. Angelo Da Silva, will not come as he feels it would be unsafe with the 

construction workers.  

13. To the best knowledge of the 

proponent and EAP, based on the 

current understanding at the time of 

undertaking the EIA and drafting this 

Final EIR, the information on 

landownership is correct. 

The landowner has disputed the right 

of the Trans Boegoe Camp at its 

current location and as such, it is our 

understanding that the tourism 

operations will no longer take place at 
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this site. We were also informed that 

there is an eviction order for the 

current occupier of the land and, as 

such, this impact has not been 

addressed. However, infrastructure is 

located around the house and access 

roads, which will remain. 

14. Ms Geldenhuys Susara Marthina is not the owner of the residual part of 

Onderseekoebaard No. 306, as implied in the Aurecon Scoping Report no. She 

deceived Aurecon, Hydro SA and the public. Her only claim is to part 2, where 

she was not the first owner, but her husband, Mr AJ Geldenhuys In part 3, she 

and her husband are the owners. You were also fooled with the title deed 

T64217/2011- there is not such a deed registered in this regard we requested our 

attorneys to track it down, but nothing was found. I would be extremely surprised 

if you prove the permission for such a transfer was granted, as my father, the 

owner of 306 rem, is not competent to give permission. He has Alzheimer's and 

from 2006, he was unable to deal with his own affairs. There is also a pending 

case 348/2013 to Supreme Court - Kimberly administered by Mr. MAF Kruger to 

prove the application for a curator ad litem concerned. During the meeting held at 

Boegoeberg Community Hall, where you Mr Johnston was present, Mrs. Susarie 

Geldenhuys stated that we did not have permission to be on the property and 

rights to the tourism business. With reference to permissions to our tourism 

business, at a meeting with Mrs SM Fourie on 10 September 2013 in Upington 

along with our counsel, Mrs. Alme Stanton - Curator ad litem for my Dad she 

personally told me at the meeting, there is still consent for Trans Boegoe to 

operate. My sister's public statement on the issue that I did not pay rent and the 

land was repossessed, is wholly misleading. We occupy the property in terms of 

agreement from 2004 with Mr. HL Fourie (SNR) and occupy our property lawfully 

and operate the tourism business lawfully. 

15. To the best knowledge of the 

proponent and EAP, based on the 

current understanding at the time of 

undertaking the EIA and drafting this 

Final EIR, the information on 

landownership is correct. 

 

16. No person, including Susarie Geldenhuys and Mrs SM Fourie is entitled to use 

our residence or the land. These include Aurecon or their client (Hydro SA). I 

would also like to bring to your attention that negotiations be directed at me for the 

17. To the best knowledge of the 

proponent and EAP, based on the 

current understanding at the time of 
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construction of the power station and everything that goes with it  and not my 

sister Susarie - she has no claim to this part of the farm and no say in our 

residence and our tourism business. What is extremely important is at this stage 

to put on record that neither yourself nor Aurecon nor Hydro SA, or any other 

entity or person has contacted us at any time to discuss with us what the impacts 

of the power station would have on our home and our business. It is important in 

this regard also to put on record that Hydro and Aurecon SA (for reasons 

unknown to us) prefer regarding all matters that concern, with Mrs. Susarie 

Geldenhuys, who has no say regarding our affairs. She’s not our agent, we 

require that Hydro and Aurecon SA will approach us directly and only discuss our 

concerns. We further place on record that in the light of the aforesaid, HydroSA 

and Aurecon simply do not ignore the impacts of power plant on our business. We 

confirm and place on record that none of the impacts, the mitigation thereof, etc., 

have been discussed with us, which are now critical. If this continues and if Hydro 

SA or any other entity proceeds with construction, we will ensure that because of 

a lack of a consultation in the process a necessary urgent interdict to an 

appropriate court will be requested to thwart the activities pending consultation 

and an agreement (if possible) on all the aspects that we are concerned about. 

undertaking the EIA and drafting this 

Final EIR, the information on 

landownership is correct. 

 

Please refer to Annexure B for the detailed comments as received. 
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Responses to comments as part of the Focus Group Meetings and 

Public Information Session  
Ref.  Name Organisation Date Received Method 

1. Pieter Kotze  Chairman BWUA 10 February 2014 Meeting 

2. Andre Kruger  Afriforum & Boegoeberg Boere Vereeniging 10 February 2014 Meeting 

3. Elzahn Fourie  Trans Boegoeberg Kamp/ occupier of the land 10 February 2014 Meeting 

4. Gert Hesselman BWUA 10 February 2014 Meeting 

5. Teresa Scheepers  !Kheis Municipal Manager 10 February 2014 Meeting 

6. D Mothusi Guy  Peer Africa 10 February 2014 Meeting 

7. Koos Esaic  BWUA 10 February 2014 Meeting 

8. Wilco Fourie  Groblershoop Boere Vereeniging & Oranjerivier Landbou 

Unie 

10 February 2014 Meeting 

9. Joseph Silo  ANC Chairperson 10 February 2014 Meeting 

10. David Fourie  Landowner in area 10 February 2014 Meeting 

11. Susarie Geldenhuys         Landowner in area  10 February 2014 Meeting 

 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

Comments and Responses 

No. Name Issue Response 

1 Pieter Kotze 

(Chairman 

BWUA) 

1. Stated that road conditions would deteriorate due to increased 
use by construction vehicles and wished to know how it was 
planned to maintain the roads to the current status, or better. 

1. The provincial road is a provincial authority 
responsibility. The proponent will urge the authority to 
undertake the necessary maintenance given that there 
will be a construction site.  

2. Asked how closing the sluices in the dam would impact on fish 
migration from upstream to downstream. 

2. The Aquatic specialist responded that fish mostly 
migrate upstream; Boegoeberg dam prevents this, but 
that eggs and small fish would either pass through the 
turbines or over the weir in high flow events. The 
Aquatic specialist indicated that this is not regarded as 
a significant negative impact. 

3. Asked what happens in the case of floods. 
 

3. The power station is designed to withstand up 
to1:1000 year floods. 

 

4. Stated that none of the BWUA where notified of the proposed 

project and that they should have been the first ones notified. 

4. BWUA have been registered and communication lines 
have been established in order to address concerns. 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

Comments and Responses 

No. Name Issue Response 

5. Stated that many of the BWUA committee could not make the 

meeting as they were busy with harvesting and that Boegoeberg 

Hall was a long way for everyone to come to. PK requested that 

another meeting be held at a more convenient place, i.e. the 

Agricultural co-op 80 km away, to allow for everyone to attend. 

5. Meetings with the BWUA committee will be planned at 
a convenient location in the future. 

 

6. Stated that the minutes from the meeting held with BWUA, DWA 

and HydroSA from 8 August 2013 were never distributed. 

6. HydroSA stated they would follow up with the DWA 

representative to whom the minutes were provided as 

to why they were not distributed and assured the 

BWUA that they will receive a copy. 

7. Asked for a detailed explanation of how dredging would be 
undertaken. He stated that they did not know how it would work 
and he believed it would not work. Based on this, he stated that 
the operating sluices that currently scour sediment must remain 
open. 

7. Currently busy with a Sediment Study  which would 

contain the methodology and which would dictate the 

pump that would be used. This would be provided to 

BWUA. The sediment sample results would also have 

to be sent to DWA and DEA, who would have to 

confirm whether it would be acceptable to dredge. 
 

8. Stated that sluices currently scour at 30 m/s and wanted to know 

how much sediment would be formed if the sluice gates were 

closed. He requested a study be done. Further to this, he wanted 

a test to be conducted to see the effect of lowering the level of 

water on the dam wall by 750 mm of its capacity and then draw 

back once full to show the change in flow to the agricultural 

canal. Also wants to know the flow in the canal. He emphasised 

his concern regarding dredging operations. He further stated that 

the BWUA would not allow the sluices to be closed until the 

effectiveness of the proposed dredging operations could be 

proved, along with the electronic gauging systems. It was 

emphasised that they wish to be informed about the project 

consistently. The BWUA needed proof that all proposed systems 

would work, and would be implemented and that he stated they 

would not let the EIA go through until then. 

8. Hydro SA has agreed with the BWUA that the 

guarantees they require will be provided via the Water 

Use License (WUL), given that the Environmental 

Authorisation will be conditional on a WUL. This 

applies to water use, dredging, and damage to existing 

infrastructure which needs to be approved by DWA as 

it is their infrastructure. This would include the 

procuring of an independent engineer to provide a 

dilapidation certificate and the monitoring of works 

against what the certificate states (in particular, as 

related to blasting).  
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

Comments and Responses 

No. Name Issue Response 

9. Stated the BWUA wants proof that dredging will work and that 

there is a fail-safe system that moves the sand from in front of 

the sluice. 

9. Periodic maintenance of the BWUA’s  intake would be 

done and the maintenance crew would be available to 

help to maintain the canal’s inlets and ensure these 

are cleaned. 

10. Stated that road conditions would deteriorate due to increased 

use by construction vehicles and wished to know how it was 

planned to maintain the roads to the current status, or better. 

10. The provincial roads authority is responsible; all the 

proponent can do is urge the authority to undertake the 

necessary maintenance given that there will be a 

construction site.  

2 Andre Kruger 

Afriforum & 

Boegoeberg 

Boere 

Vereeniging 

11. Asked what the impact of the magnetic effect of the transmission 
line would be on the aquatic ecology where it crosses. 

11. The Aquatic specialist responded that there is no 

current evidence to support that an impact would occur 

on aquatic resources. 

12. Stated that there are many fish eagles that have been sighted in 
the area and wanted to know the direct impact on them. 

12. The Avifaunal specialist responded to confirm that the 

potential impacts on the African Fish Eagle had been 

assessed in the Avifaunal report. 

13. Questioned how much sand would pass through the turbines and 
be deposited at the tailrace. 

13. Existing sediment particles will still be suspended in 

the water that passes through the turbines, these will 

then flow through to the tailrace and re-enter the 

Orange River downstream. If during the operation of 

the project sediment builds up in the tailrace, such that 

it affects power generation, then maintenance activities 

will remove this when required. 

14. Asked where the debris materials would then be dumped once 
removed from trash racks. 

14. A Waste Management Plan is included in the EMPr, 

which details how debris would be disposed (at a 

licenced facility).  

15. Stated that Mr Fourie of TransBoegoe 4x4 camp occupied the 
land and indicated that the stated owner of the land was 
incorrect in the EIA documentation. 

15. Based on the current understanding at the time of 

undertaking the EIA and drafting this Final EIR, the 

landowner is as presented in this documentation. 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

Comments and Responses 

No. Name Issue Response 

16. Asked what would be the impact on tourism from the visual 
impact. 
 

16. Given the location of the site close to the existing weir, 

but partially screened from direct view by the weir and 

riverine vegetation (in time) , as well as the limited 

number of visual receptors and the current transformed 

visual landscape, the long term visual impact on 

tourism on the dam is not predicted to be significant. 

The construction phase impact is predicted to be 

higher but this is restricted to a defined period. 

17. Asked if the water would still flow over the weir 
 

17. Correct and when flows were below a certain point, 

especially when water did not flow over the crest, the 

power station would not generate power, according to 

the current energy model. 

18. Asked how storm water would be managed from heavy rains 18. A storm water management plan has been formulated 

and will be implemented.  

19. Asked what the construction period is expected to be. 
 

19. 24 months to construct but once operational would be 

an unattended plant and would only require low 

maintenance to clean the trash racks and check 

alarms. 

20. Asked who does this maintenance. 20. Maintenance on the plant would be undertaken by 

HydroSA and Eskom would maintain the transmission 

component. 
 

21. Stated that Mr Fourie of TransBoegoe 4x4 camp occupied the 

land and indicated that the stated owner of the land was 

incorrect in the EIA documentation. 

 

21. The legal landowner has disputed the right of the 

Trans Boegoe Camp at its current location and, as 

such, it is our understanding the tourism operations will 

no longer take place at this site. We were also 

informed that there is an eviction order for the current 

occupier of the land and, as such, this impact has not 

been addressed.  However, infrastructure is located 

around the house and access roads, which will remain. 



PROPOSED HYDROPOWER STATION AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE AT BOEGOEBERG DAM ON THE ORANGE RIVER, NEAR GROBLERSHOOP, 

NORTHERN CAPE:  
DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568; NEAS Ref: DEA/EIA/TBA 

COMMENTS AND RESPONSE REPORT 3 

Available in Afrikaans upon request 

17 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

Comments and Responses 

No. Name Issue Response 

22. Asked what would be the impact on tourism from the visual 
impact. 

22. Given the location of the site close to the existing weir, 

but partially screened from direct view by the weir and 

riverine vegetation (in time) , as well as the limited 

number of visual receptors and the current transformed 

visual landscape, the long term visual impact on 

tourism on the dam is not predicted to be significant. 

The construction phase impact is predicted to be 

higher but this is restricted to a defined period. 

Activities on the dam would only be restricted within a 

small area close to the intake structure. 

  23. Requested that guarantees be provided in writing that the 
developer undertake maintenance to access roads due to the 
increase in traffic. 

23. It is the provincial authority’s responsibility to maintain 
roads and the proponent will urge that they do so, based 
on the construction activities to be undertaken. 

3 Elzahn Fourie 

Trans 

Boegoeberg 

Kamp/ occupier 

of the land 

24. Stated that Boegoe vegetation was unique and only grew on this 
koppie and asked what rehabilitation would be undertaken. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

24. The Botanical Specialist responded that the vegetation 
on the koppie above the dam is not unique, Croton 
gratissimus (boegoe) is found widely distributed 
throughout Southern Africa. With respect to 
rehabilitation, there is a strong likelihood that the 
disturbance will favour the growth of Vachellia (Acacia) 
mellifera var. detinens (swarthaak). Grasses will also 
colonise the disturbed area. After construction, the 
construction area should be 'de-compacted' and seed 
from locally occurring species collected and spread on 
the area. This would enhance restoration. A 
Rehabilitation Plan is included as part of the EMPr to 
address this aspect. 

25. Stated that the trees on the banks which would be removed for 
the offtake structure were 100 years old and asked how they 
would be removed. 

 
 
 
 
 

25. The Botanical specialist responded that the trees on 
the banks area are 100 years old or more. Some of 
these trees would be removed by cutting them down 
and removing the cut vegetation. It would not be 
possible to uproot them and replant them. The trees 
are mainly Searsia pendulina, a relatively fast-growing 
tree that can be replaced by planting young saplings 
post-construction. 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

Comments and Responses 

No. Name Issue Response 

26. Asked what the impact would be on their tourism as many 
people fish and camp where the proposed construction of the 
offtake, canal and fences are proposed to be located. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

26. Given the location of the site close to the existing weir, 
but partially screened from direct view by the weir and 
riverine vegetation (in time), as well as the limited 
number of visual receptors and the current transformed 
visual landscape, the long term visual impact on 
tourism on the dam is not predicted to be significant. 
The construction phase impact is predicted to be 
higher but this is restricted to a defined period. 
Activities on the dam would only be restricted within a 
small area close to the intake structure. 

27. Wanted to know the impact on them as their house would be lost 
to the construction. 

 
 
 
 
 

27. Based on the current understanding at the time of 
undertaking the EIA and drafting this Final EIR, the 
campsite to the north of the river, this is an internal 
family dispute and the negotiations with the landowner 
have been rightfully undertaken. 

28. Stated they were never notified of the EIA. 
 
 
 

 

28. Aurecon received comment from Elzahn and Mnr HL 
Fourie of Trans Boegoeberg Kamp during the DSR 
phase, and they were registered on the I&AP 
database. Proof of all subsequent notifications is 
included in Annexure B. 

29. Asked where the construction workers would be housed. 29. The construction camp for the proposed housing is 
indicated in Figure 24 of the FEIR. 

4 Gert Hesselman 

BWUA 

30. Stated that the dam and sluices are very old and asked for 
guarantees that the construction activities and new infrastructure 
would not affect the structural integrity of the dam. 

30.  An independent engineer will provide a dilapidation 
certificate. The works will be monitored against the 
certificate (in particular, lasting) with reporting to DWA 
as the dam is their infrastructure. 

5 Teresa 

Scheepers 

(!Kheis Municipal 

Manager) 

31. Stated that most of the jobs where civil intensive and asked how 

many jobs would be created and for what period. 

31. It is difficult to determine at this point until surveys are 
completed but it was anticipated that a minimum of 30 
people would be required on initiation. 

32. Requested an overview of the type of skills training they should 

be providing to the community to ensure they would be ready for 

the future development. 

 

32. Those students who showed good maths and science 

acumen could shadow the project engineers. 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

Comments and Responses 

No. Name Issue Response 

33. Stated the municipality wanted to provide the relevant skills 

training and they need to undertake this proactively to be ready 

in the next 18 months. 

33. HydroSA stated that they are looking for star pupils for 
roles in health and safety, electrical works, etc.  

34. Stated that primary health care was their main concern from the 

influx of external labour. 

 

 

 

34. A plan would be drafted to manage socials issues 

associated with the development. It was further stated 

that a community fund as part of the IPP contract is 

required and that they would work closely with the 

municipality on how to create opportunities for the 

community where the funds could go to providing 

clinics, schools, etc. 
 

35. Asked if flooding has been taken into account. 
 

35. The plant is designed to withstand a 1 in 1000 year 

flood and the turbines are switched off during this time 

i.e. the entire facility is shut down 

36. Asked how much power would be generated. 
 

36. 11 MW would be generated which would supply 
approximately 5000 households every year, which is 
equivalent to a 75 MW solar plant as it was baseload. 

37. Asked whether they would be applying for carbon credits. 37. No, as it was not how they financed their projects and 
it was a rather complex process. 

38. Asked if the municipality could apply for these credits. 38. To discuss this possibility with the municipality but 
would be outside of the EIA process. 

6 D Mothusi Guy 

(Peer Africa) 

39. DMG asked about Eskom’s role in the project. 39. Eskom’s role is only for grid access and the IPP are 
paid from the national treasury directly. 

40. DMG asked if the land for the transmission line is privately 

owned. 

40.  Correct. 

7 Koos Esaic 

(BWUA) 

41. Asked what flows the hydropower facility requires to operate. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

41. The facility was designed for a flow rate of 120m/s but 
that the flow rates changed through the seasons and 
that each of the two proposed turbines would require 
half of the design flow i.e. 60m/s. The turbines could 
start operating at 40% of the design flow requirements, 
similar to that of the Neus hydroelectric project. Neus 
was designed with three turbines and each turbine 
could start at approximately 12m/s. Boegoeberg would 
require slightly more as it would comprise of only two 
turbines. 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

Comments and Responses 

No. Name Issue Response 

42. Asked if the two turbines proposed are to be larger than those at 

Neus. 

 

42. The turbines would be approximately the same size as 
those at Neus and it would be the components in the 
turbines that actually provide more power. 

43. Asked how the flows of the river are determined. 

 
 

 

43. HydroSA take historical data, i.e. readings from 
multiple DWA gauging points along the Orange and 
Vaal rivers over the last 14 years to determine the 
flows used to inform design. 

44. Questioned the accuracy of these readings. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

44. The proposed project has been designed in such a 
way that the BWUA agricultural canal will always 
receive water. The outtake point for the agricultural 
canal is lower than the proposed intake for the power 
station and, as such, water to the agricultural canal will 
be prioritised. DWA requires that electronic readings 
from sensors on the dam’s crest be relayed to them to 
monitor the levels and that this information can also be 
sent to the BWUA to monitor. The Banks who would 
fund the project would have their own expert engineers 
to verify the flows to ensure that the proposed 
operation is financially viable. 

45. Asked when construction is anticipated to start. 45. Anticipated date is July 2015. 

8 Wilco Fourie 

(Groblershoop 

Boere 

Vereeniging & 

Oranjerivier 

Landbou Ume) 

46. Stated that the Economic Development requirements should 

extend further than the 50 km stipulated as part of the IPP 

programme as the canal services water users for its entire length 

(120 km) and economic benefits should extend to all. 

46. The 50 km radius was a DOE recommendation and did 

allow for special conditions and that an in-depth study 

is to be undertaken separately with the community of 

the area and those along the canal. 

47. Stated the problem is that the canal has a flow of 12 m/s and the 

sluices scour at 30 m/s to maintain the flow in the canal. This 

regime needs to be maintained. 

 

47. The proposed dredging system would need to satisfy 

the requirements of DEA, DWA, and BWUA, and 

would be designed as such. DWA sets conditions in 

the license that HydroSA will be required to fulfil and, if 

they do not adhere to the conditions, they can forfeit 

the license. This acts as an assurance for the BWUA. 

48. Stated that he wants to register Agriforum, Boegoeberg, 

Groblershoop Boere Vereeniging and the Oranjerivier Landbou 

Unie on the EIA I&AP register. 

48. Agriforum, Boegoeberg, Groblershoop Boere 

Vereeniging and Oranjerivier Landbou Unie have been 

registered. 

9 Joseph Silo 

(ANC Chair 

49. Asked whether the proposed project would exacerbate existing 

problems experienced with increased water use in the area, and 

49. The proposed project does not consume any water as 

it is all returned to the river. The Permanent Water 

Commission plans to increase water in the river to 
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PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

Comments and Responses 

No. Name Issue Response 

person) water becoming scarcer.  meet international obligations through increasing 

releases from dams upstream. 

10 David Fourie 

(Landowner in 

area) 

50. Stated that the attendees at a recent meeting of the Road Users 

Union in Kimberley were unaware of the proposal. 

50. Kimberley Road Users Union is registered and will 

receive notification of the FEIR. 

11 Susarie 

Geldenhuys  

(Landowner in 

area) 

51. Stated the botanical specialist had spent considerable time 

during the site visit identifying the vegetation around the site that 

is to be protected.  

51. Noted. 

 

 

52. Stated that Lourens Fourie was not the landowner and the 4X4 

track in the Boegoeberg area had been closed. 

52. Noted. 

53. Stated that the roads to the farm were maintained through a 

collaboration of neighbouring farmers. 

53. Noted. 

 

 

 

 

 









































 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

FOR A HYDROPOWER STATION AT 

BOEGOEBERG DAM 

 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 

FEBRUARY 2014 



EIA PROCESS 

PROJECT TEAM 

Role Individual Organisation 

Project Director Andries van der Merwe Aurecon 

Project Manager Diane Erasmus Aurecon 

Simon Clark EIA team Aurecon 

Botanical Dave McDonald Bergwind Botanical Surveys and Tours  

 Aquatic Resources James MacKenzie 
Mackenzie Ecological & Developmental 

Services 

 Heritage   Jason Orton ACO Associates  

 Avifaunal   Andrew Jenkins Avisense 

 Palaeontology  John Almond Natura Viva 

Traffic WR Duff-Riddell  Aurecon 

• Evaluates environmental characteristics of proposed project and study 

area 

• Predicts consequences of project activities on environment and affected 

people  

• Recommends measures to avoid or lessen negative impacts and  

measures to enhance positive impacts 

• Provides opportunity to comment on project  

• EIA required for activities listed in terms of National Environmental 

Management Act (Act No. 107 of 1998 (NEMA) 

• DEA must approve EIA and Environmental Management Plan before 

construction can start 
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WHAT IS PROPOSED 

• Run-of-river hydropower facility 

• 11 megawatt (MW) 

• On banks of Orange River at 

Boegoeberg Weir 

•  Farm 306 Zeekoebaart 

• Groblershoop in the Northern Cape 

Typical components of a run-of-river hydropower facility 

Project proponent: Boegoeberg 

Hydro Electric Power (Pty) Ltd) 
 

- Will feed electricity into South 

African national grid 
 

- Will supplement power 

generation capacity  
 

- Will assist South Africa in 

meeting its commitments to 

produce a portion of its power 

from renewable energy sources 

Generation of electricity from  run-of-river hydropower 

station Source: https://energypedia.info 
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WHAT IS PROPOSED 

Eskom’s Fibre substation where the transmission line would connect to the national grid to the left 

and sketch of proposed power station infrastructure on the right. 

POWER STATION INFRASTRUCTURE  

- Intake infrastructure: 

Existing Boegoeberg Weir 

Off-take Weir to regulate flow into the water conveyance infrastructure  

Inlet structure 

Temporary upstream caisson (coffer dam) 

- Water conveyance infrastructure to direct water from river to power chamber 

- Head pond/ forebay to regulate flow to power chamber  

- Power station intake structure/ penstock 

- Power chamber to house the turbines 

- Outlet works/ tailrace to return water to river, downstream of power chamber 

- Sediment basins 

ANCILLARY INFRASTRUCTURE  

- Access roads  

- Transmission line(s) to evacuate power to grid 

- Switch room and transformer yard 

- Temporary lay down areas 
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WHAT IS PROPOSED 

Proposed hydropower station at Boegoeberg weir 
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WHAT IS PROPOSED 

Access Roads, borrow pits, construction camp, revetments and sediment storage basins 
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NEED AND DESIREABILITY 
 

1. Insufficient installed generation and 

ageing power station fleet  
Eskom’s unplanned capability loss factor (power station 

failures) has increased from 7.97% to 12.12%. Nearly two-

thirds of Eskom’s power stations are beyond the midpoint 

of their expected lifespans and performance have become 

increasingly volatile. Future demands keep growing. 

2. Renewable utilisation of a natural   

resource for base load generation 
Provides base load power, potential to replace coal-fired 

power stations as base load stations, which other 

renewable technologies cannot do without storage 

capacity. Reduces the demand on scarce resources such 

as water, as well as non-renewable resources such as 

coal. 

3. Promoting local economic 

development and jobs creation. 
Creates a more sustainable economy, energy 

diversification. Promotes local economic development by 

creating jobs and promoting skills development.  

Generation capacity – 30 September 2013 

Base load power station required to  

• Strengthen national grid and support future 

load growth 

• Reduce demand for non- renewables 

(coal) and assist in reducing CO2 

emissions, pollution while helping meet 

climate change targets. 

• Promote local economic growth and job 

creation 
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STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 

Goal of engagement: 
 

 

 

Undertake transparent and inclusive 

process to scope all issues and inform 

decision-making. 

Scoping Phase: 

• Identify and inform potentially 

affected parties of project 

• I&APs identify concerns to be 

addressed and inform Plan of 

Study for EIA 

Assessment Phase: 

• Present findings of specialists and 

overall assessment for comment 

 

 

Activities undertaken: 
 

 

 

Adverts 

 Die Kalahari Bulletin on 18 July 2013 and Die Volksbald on 

17 July 2013  

Site notices 

Notice boards at entrance to site, Groblershoop Public 

Library,   !Kheis Local Municipality (Pofadder) 

Project 

Notification 

Written notice to potential I&APs, surrounding landowners, 

organs of state and relevant authorities on 1 July 2013 

  

Request for I&APs to recommend other potential I&APs  

(chain referral process).  

Scoping 

Report 

Hard copy reports lodged at Groblershoop Public Library 

and   !Kheis Local Municipality in Groblershoop; On Aurecon 

website 

  

DRAFT:  Comment period 17 July to 26 August 2013 (Written 

notification of availability provided) 

FINAL: Comment period 16 September to 10 October 2013 

(Written notification of availability provided) 

EIA Report  

Hard copy reports lodged at Groblershoop Public Library 

and   !Kheis Local Municipality in Groblershoop; On Aurecon 

website 

  

DRAFT:  Comment period 2 December 2013 to 29 January 

2014 (Written notification of availability provided) 

Meetings 

Scoping meeting proposed 17 August 2013; cancelled as no 

response 

EIA meeting - current (10 & 11 Feb 2014) 
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ALTERNATIVES ASSESSED 

Revised transmission servitude based on environmental sensitivities 

  ALTERNATIVES 

ASSESSED 

SELECTED 

ALTERNATIVE 

LOCATION 

ALTERNATIVES 

Boegoeberg dam, Farm 306 

Zeekoebaart. 

Only proposed 

hydropower 

station to be 

considered 

ACTIVITY 

ALTERNATIVES 

Energy generation by 

means of  hydropower 

station  

Technically 

preferred 

“No-go” alternative to 

hydropower energy 

production 

  

SITE LAYOUT 

ALTERNATIVES 

Open canal water 

conveyance system 
  

Tunnel water conveyance 

system 
Preferred 

TRANSMISSION 

LINE ROUTE 

ALTERNATIVES 

Shortest route from site to 

Eskom Fibre substation 

Route to Eskom Fibre 

substation avoiding 

sensitive riverine habitat 

Preferred by 

botanist and 

avifaunal 

specialist 

Fibre 

substation Hydropower 

facility 
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ECOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT 

• All project components located within Nama Karoo Biome, Bushmanland Bioregion 

• Vegetation types in affected area: 

- Lower Gariep Broken Veld and Bushmanland Arid Grassland: not listed in National List of Threatened Ecosystems  

- Lower Gariep Alluvial Vegetation: Listed as Endangered A1 but will not be greatly affected by the proposed project.  

• Need to minimise loss of Boscia albitrunca (Shepherds’ Tree) - nationally protected species 

• No Red List Species found and chances of affecting such species are low (-) to very low (-) 

• Majority of affect area assessed as low to medium ecological sensitivity 

• Despite localised footprint, cumulative disturbance of habitats along river can be significant 

• Overall impact of Medium to Low negative with mitigation 

 

 Proposed Mitigation Measures 

Main findings 

• Ensure Environmental Control Officer on site for construction phase 

• Implement Environmental Management Plan 

• Restrict removal of Shepherd’s Bush (apply for permit if unavoidable) 

• Compile and implement Rehabilitation Plan, Alien Invasive Plant 

Management Plan and Stormwater Management Plan to control erosion 

• Ensure that all activities occur within demarcated project area 

• Reroute transmission line to avoid Lower Gariep Alluvial Vegetation 

(accommodated in revised design) 

• Minimise foot print area 
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AVIFAUNAL ASSESSMENT 

• Habitat loss/change/degradation and disturbance impacts on waterbird and cliff-nesting communities 

• Habitat loss/degradation and disturbance impacts on large terrestrial birds and savannah raptors (e.g. Martial 

Eagle 

• Mortality of waterbirds, raptors and large terrestrials in collisions with and/or electrocution on the power lines 

• Some waterbird species may benefit from changes on river flow or water quality and some species (Martial 

Eagle, smaller raptors and Sociable Weaver) may colonise and roost and/or breed in structures 

• Impact of transmission lines is Very Low Negative with mitigation during construction and Low to Medium 

Negative during operation, with mitigation 

• Impact of power station is Low Negative with mitigation 

 

Main Findings    

• Minimise footprint area 

• Limit construct period to shortest possible time 

• Limit construction during breeding season of Verreaux’s 

Eagle 

• Route power line away from riparian vegetation 

(accommodated in design) 

• Use bird diverters on transmission lines 

Proposed Mitigation Measures 
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AQUATIC ASSESSMENT 

Main Findings 
 

 

 

• Potential for sediment input and water 

quality deterioration during construction 

• Increased opportunity for alien plant 

species 

• Potential for poaching by construction 

workers 

• Disturbance of riparian fauna (noise, 

activity) 

• Destabilisation of banks causing erosion 

• Excavations and clearing result in waste  

• Loss of riverine habitat   

• Changes of flow affect in-stream habitats 

• Reduced success of spawning downstream 

of weir due to reduced flow in low season 

• Transmission lines - Low Negative impact 

(with mitigation) for construction and 

Neutral for operation (with mitigation) 

• Impact of power station is Low – Medium 

Negative with mitigation 

Proposed Mitigation Measures 

• Minimise footprint area 

• Minimise bank destabilisation, vegetation disturbance and 

removal  

• Prevent and minimise erosion and sedimentation – 

implement Environmental Management Plan 

• Route power line away from riparian vegetation 

(accommodated in design) 

• Remove alien species, conserve and rehabilitate natural 

vegetation  

• Prohibit fishing from start.  

• Ensure environmental flows occur before intake comes into 

operation 
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HERITAGE ASSESSMENT 

Main Findings          Mitigation 
 

 

 

• Few archaeological resources were found - very little heritage will be impacted 

• Extensive scatter of stone artefacts above the cliff at the Boegoeberg Weir -most 

are Middle Stone Age   

• Small and very ephemeral archaeological site on sandy floodplain downstream of 

weir  

• Cluster of low stone walls on south of river close to power line crossing point - 

pre-colonial walling from Karoo  

• One informal graveyard nest to access road to Zeekoebaart  

• Two isolated graves/probable graves within about one metre of road.  

• Two possible graves in sandy floodplain downstream of cliff  

• Boegoeberg Weir is a heritage structure - built between 1929 and 1933 

• No areas or sites of exceptional fossil heritage sensitivity or significance  

• Sampling flat area at 

top of cliff for artefacts 

from various areas   

• Fence graves and 

monitor for disturbance 

• Avoid stone walls 

• Monitor for resources 

during construction 

• Report findings to 

SAHRA 

Grave (left), low stone wall (centre) and banded ironstone artefacts (right) 
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SOCIAL ASSESSMENT 

• Employment opportunities from construction peaking at 150 to 

200 people for 24 months  

• Estimated 75% of jobs to go to local community  

• Estimated 80% allocated to South African citizens and 75% 

specifically for black citizens  

• Estimated 58% of opportunities require skilled employees of 

which 20% would be black  

• Economic multiplier effects predicted from positive ripple 

effects in local economy - result of direct expenditure from 

development  

• Potential negative impact of construction workers in area 

• Impact of project is Low Positive significance (with mitigation) 

• Potential cumulative impacts - Medium Positive significance 

Main Findings        Proposed Mitigation  

     Measures 
 

• Local Employment Policy to be implemented, 

audited and accompanied by training programme 

• Local Procurement Policy to be adopted to 

maximise benefit to locals 

• Implement policy of “no employment at the gate” to 

prevent loitering 

• Secure site to reduce safety risks 

• Compile and implement comprehensive employee 

induction programme to cover land access 

protocols, fire management, HIV/ AIDS, community 

values, code of behaviour, alcohol and substance 

abuse 

• Institute a  system for receiving and addressing 

issues raised by neighboring land owners 
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ASSESSMENT OF OTHER IMPACTS 

VISUAL   

IMPACT MITIGATION 

Impact of power station and transmission lines Low Negative, with mitigation  Keep buildings low and use earth colours 

Area is already visually developed, with existing weir, farms and recreational facilities 

(campsite) close by  
Restrict construction yards and screen from view 

Is a scenic area on the Orange River and near campsite area used for recreation Use indigenous trees to screen infrastructure 

Most impacts will occur in construction phase 

Transmission line visually linked to similar infrastructure   
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ASSESSMENT OF OTHER IMPACTS 

TRAFFIC   

IMPACT MITIGATION 

• Construction vehicles will use of the existing roads (N10, N8 and DR3040) – 

abnormal loads at times 

• Construction phase - low traffic volumes will access site on weekdays 

• Additional vehicles can result in accidents and/ or traffic congestion 

• Very Low Negative impacts with mitigation 

• Additional traffic very limited during operational phase 

• Implement traffic control measures where necessary 

(consult local farmers) 

• Restrict number of trips 

• Adhere to the speed limit; 

• Ensure good sightlines at road junctions 

• Transport components overnight where possible 

AGRICULTURE   

IMPACT MITIGATION 

• Boegoeberg Dam supplies agricultural canal with water for irrigation - agreed 

agricultural flow to canal would be maintained before any water any diversion of 

water 

• Proposed site on bank of river is outside of areas with agricultural potential 

• Limited footprint of new access road will have limited impact 

• Transmission route mostly follows existing road alignments – new routes are not 

through agriculturally productive areas 

• Water diverted from river for 250m - no impact on canal irrigation users 

downstream   

• Initiate land rehabilitation and re-vegetation as soon 

as possible after disturbance 

• Keep clearing activities to a minimum 

• Implement soil erosion plan  
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ASSESSMENT OF OTHER IMPACTS 

DUST   

IMPACT    MITIGATION 

• Traffic, esp. during construction and 

handling of topsoil and gravel for 

construction may generate dust 

• Ensure minimum travel distance between clearing area and topsoil piles 

• Keep exposed areas moist by spraying water during dry, windy periods 

• Reshape all disturbed areas to their natural contours 

• Rehabilitate disturbed areas with previously collected topsoil and replant indigenous 

species 

NOISE   
IMPACT MITIGATION 

• Noise sensitive receptors - residences on nearby farms and 

campsite on southern bank upstream of weir 

• Rural baseline noise levels: average day and night-time noise levels 

of 45dBA and 35dBA respectively 

• Potential noise from increased traffic, operation of heavy machinery 

and additional people during construction phase 

• Operational noise from turbines, ventilation fans, generator, 

gearbox, turbine and transformers, with ~80dBA 1m from turbine hall 

• With mitigation in place, noise levels should comply with SANS 

guideline at site boundaries 

• Restrict construction to daylight hours as far as possible 

• Locate construction site yards away from sensitive areas 

• Use acoustic shielding for noisy equipment 

• Maintain vehicles and machinery, esp. intake and exhaust 

silencers 

• Advise affected communities if loud noise (e.g. blasting) expected 

• Ensure acoustic design of components so that generated noise 

does not exceed SANS 10103 levels of (LRdn) of 70dBA at 

project boundary 

16 



IMPACT RATINGS   

IMPACTS PROJECT ASPECT 

CONSTRUCTION OPERATION DECOMMISSIONING 

No Mitigation 
With 

Mitigation 
No Mitigation 

With 

Mitigation 
No Mitigation 

With 

Mitigation 

Impact on flora 

Layout (canal) Medium (-) Medium (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) 

Layout (tunnel) Low-Medium (-) Low-Medium (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) 

Access Road Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) 

Transmission lines (both alt) Medium (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) 

Construction site Medium (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) 

No- Go Low (-) - Low (-) - Low (-) - 

Impact on 

avifauna 

Layout Alts Low-Medium (-) Low (-) Low-Medium (-) Low (-) Low-Medium (-) Low (-) 

Transmission 1 and 2 habitat loss and disturbance Low (-)  Very Low (-) Low-Medium (-) Low (-) Medium (-) Medium-Low (-) 

Transmission 1 and 2 Mortality   High (-) Low-Medium (-)   

Impact on fauna Layout & Transmission  (all alternatives) Low (-) Very low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) 

Impact on 

Agriculture 

Layout Alt Low (-) Very Low (-) Very low (-) Very low (-) Very Low (-) 

Transmission lines & Access roads Low (-) Low (-) Very low (-) Very low (-)   

Aquatic 

Ecology  

Layout (all alternatives) Medium (-) Low (-) Medium (-) Low (-) Low (-) Very low (-) 

Transmission corridors, roads and pipeline Low (-) Very low (-)   Very low (-) Very low (-) 

Palaeontology 
Layout Alt.1 and 2 Low (-) Low (-)   

Transmission lines Low (-) Low (-) 

Visual impacts 
Layout (All Alt) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) 

Transmission (All alt) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) Low (-) 

Impact on traffic Layout Alt.1 and 2 Low (-) Very Low (-) Very Low (-) Very Low (-) Low  (-) Very Low (-) 
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IMPACT RATINGS   

IMPACTS PROJECT ASPECT 

Construction Operation Decommissioning 

No Mitigation 
With 

Mitigation 
No Mitigation 

With 

Mitigation 

No 

Mitigation 

With 

Mitigation 

Impact on 

heritage 

Layout archaeology Medium (-) Low (-) 

  

Layout graves High (-) Low (-) 

Transmission archaeology Low (-) Low (-) 

Transmission graves Low (-) Low (-) 

Roads archaeology Medium (-) Low (-) 

Roads graves High (-) Low (-) 

No- Go Very low (-) Very low (-) 

Social impacts 

Layout All alternatives 

Direct employment and skills development; 

Economic Multiplier Effects 

Low (+) Low (+) Low (+) Low (+) 

  

Layout All alternatives 

Additional workers on site 
Low (-) Very Low (-)   

Layout All alternatives 

Landowner revenue 

Diversification of the local economy 
  

Low (+) Low (+) 

Impact on 

Energy 

production 

Layout Alt.1 and 2 Low (+) Low (+) 
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OVERVIEW OF ENVIRONMENTAL 

MANAGEMENT PLAN (EMP) 

Part 2- 

Background 

information, 

project 

description 

Part 3- 

Planning and 

design, site 

specific 

mitigation 

Part 7- 

Decommissioning 

EMP 

Part 6- 

Monitoring 

programmes 

Part 5- 

Operational 

EMP 

Part 4- 

Construction 

phase EMP, 

General / 

Project 

specifications 

Part 1- 

Brief 

Introduction; 

overview, 

purpose and 

structure of 

EMP  

Part 8- 

Summary 

and 

conclusion 

− Incorporates specialist 

recommended mitigation measures 

to ensure optimal environmental 

protection through out the project 

lifecycle i.e. construction, operation 

and decommissioning. 

− Is a framework EMP detailing 

actions required and additional 

plans required once design is 

finalised. 

− Provides general and project 

specific specifications to manage all 

environmental aspects and 

monitors the projects planned 

implementation 

− EMP will be submitted to DEA for 

consideration 

Planning Phase 

EMP 

Implementation 

Phase 
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WAY FORWARD 

WAY FORWARD 

 
 

 Complete EIA meetings 

 Notification of Final EIA Report out for 

comment from 3 March until 25 March 2014 

 Submit Final EIA Report to DEA for decision-

making 

 Notify I&APs of decision by DEA 

Contact details: Aurecon 

 

Diane Erasmus  or Simon Clark 

P O Box 509, George,  PO Box 494, Cape Town 

6530   8000 

Tel: 044 805 5421  Tel: 021 526 6034 

Fax: 044 805 5454 Fax: 021 526 9500 

 

Email: diane.erasmus@aurecongroup.com 

 simon.clark@aurecongroup.com 

  

You can register on the database and/or 

download the full EIA Report from the 

following website: 

 

www.aurecongroup.com (change “Current 

Location” to “South Africa” and follow the 

“Public Participation” link) 
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PROJECT CONTEXT 

REGIONAL POWER SUPPLY - THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN POWER POOL (SAPP)  

• SAPP created to provide reliable and economical electricity to SAPP countries 

• Namibia and South Africa are members of SAPP 

• SAPP countries currently experiencing severe congestion and generation shortfalls along with 

growing demand  

• Electricity from proposed project would supply Namibian grid with estimated 10% of total power 

needs 

THE NEED FOR RENEWABLES IN THE POWER GENERATION SUPPLY MIX 

• Renewables provide energy in affordable and secure manner, without many of negative impacts 

associated with coal-fired power stations (Greenhouse Gases) 

• Most renewables are intermittent and are not always available or predictable 

• Using diverse renewable supply mix to produce electricity covers periods when various sources 

are not available to meet regular supply demands 

• Hydropower facilities are base load plants used to meet some or all of region's continuous 

energy demand, and produce energy at a constant rate  



PROJECT CONTEXT 

DETERMINING FACTORS FOR ROR SITES 

• Potential energy at any ROR hydro site on a river results from 

head and volume of water flow of water 

• “Head” is created by drop in elevation in a river, at for example at a 

waterfall 

• Feasible ROR hydro power sites need: 

- Site along river with a predictable high flow 

- Site where there is a good difference in elevation (head)  

• Orange Falls is the only feasible ROR hydro site on the Orange 

River to increase NamPower’s capacity 

RUN-OF-RIVER (ROR) HYDROPOWER 

• ROR facilities use natural flow of river and have little or no reservoir capacity for water storage 

• ROR hydropower electricity is generated by diverting portion of river flow through an intake structure 

• Water is conveyed through turbines that convert water’s kinetic energy via  generator into electrical energy 

• Water flows out of power station and returns to river through tailrace 

• ROR hydropower stations are non consumptive and do not require large dam walls and flooding of areas, as 

with large hydropower stations 

• Flow is diverted over and above that needed in river for ecological functioning  

• Much smaller footprint than conventional hydropower stations 

• Have no greenhouse gas or other air emissions in operations 

• Displaces energy produced by polluting (oil, coal) sources 
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PROPOSED HYDROPOWER STATION AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE AT 

BOEGOEBERG DAM ON THE ORANGE RIVER, NEAR GROBLERSHOOP, NORTHERN 

CAPE (DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568) 

NOTES FROM THE FOCUS GROUP MEETING WITH !KHEIS MUNICIPALITY  

Date: Monday, 10 February 2014  

Venue: !Kheis Municipality, Groblershoop 

Time: 10h00-12h00 

ATTENDEES 

 

Teresa Scheepers (!Kheis Municipal Manager) 

Gerald Mashego (District Department of Health) 

Chris Seema (District Department of Health) 

D Mothusi Guy (Peer Africa) 

Mercia Grimbek (HydroSA) 

Shawn Johnson (Sustainable Futures) 

Diane Erasmus (Aurecon) 

Simon Clark (Aurecon) 

 

TS 

GM 

CS 

DMG 

MG 

SJ 

DE 

SC 

INTRODUCTION 

 

DE welcomed all to the meeting and explained that the purpose of the meeting was to clarify uncertainties, 

to provide a better understanding of the proposed project, to allow for the municipal representatives to 

raise their concerns about the project, and to discuss how these concerns should be dealt with. All 

attendees agreed on the purpose of the meeting. 

DISCUSSIONS FOR WAY FORWARD 

 

1. DE presented the purpose of the EIA process. 

2. MG presented the proposed project. 

3. TS thanked all for coming to present the proposed project and discuss it in more detail.  

4. TS also stated that problems have been experienced with other projects in the area, specifically with 

the community, and, therefore, the Health Department representatives had been invited to take part 

to discuss issues and concerns relating to this. 

5. MG stated that it was anticipated that a maximum of 200 people would be required at the peak 

period for construction and that local content expenditure would be approximately 80% of 

procurement. This information and data are audited under an intensive IPP program process.  

6. MG stated that an Environmental Control Officer would be appointed to manage the environmental 

aspects at the project site. 

7. MG stated that skills transfer from their partners Hydro Tasmania would be undertaken. 

8. MG stated that an independent socio-economic study would be undertaken as part of the IPP 

program and that they would work with ward councillors and the municipality. 
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9. MG stated HydroSA would work with the municipality to create a job hub and confirm construction 

rate minimums. 

10. TS stated that most of the jobs are civil intensive and asked how many jobs would be created and for 

what period. 

11. MG stated it was difficult to determine at this point as surveys are to be completed but it was 

anticipated that a minimum of 30 people would be required on initiation. 

12. TS stated that the concern was imported labour, which would affect the local community through 

social influences, HIV, tuberculosis, and specifically, pregnancy, further stressing health care in the 

area. 

13. MG stated the socio-economic study would provide a labour forecast detailing jobs that can be 

sourced directly from the local community. 

14. TS requested an overview of the type of skills training they should be providing to the community to 

ensure they would be ready for the future development. 

15. MG stated that those students who showed good maths and science acumen could work as 

“shadows” to the project engineers. 

16. TS stated the municipality wanted to provide the relevant skills training and they need to undertake 

this proactively to be ready in the next 18 months. 

17. MG stated they are looking for star pupils for roles in health and safety, electrical works, etc.  

18. TS stated that primary health care was their main concern from the influx of external labour. 

19. MG said that a plan would be drafted to manage socials issues associated with the development. 

20. MG further stated that a community fund as part of the IPP contract is required and that they would 

work closely with the municipality on how to create opportunities for the community as to where the 

funds could go to provide clinics, schools, etc. 

21. DMG asked about Eskom’s role in the project. 

22. MG stated that Eskom’s role is only for grid access and that the IPP is paid from the national 

treasury directly. 

23. DMG asked if the land for the transmission line is privately owned. 

24. MG stated this is correct. 

25. MG asked whether the various representatives would like to see the Neus site to better understand 

the project. 

26. TS stated they would be busy with a film crew for a community project that was being undertaken 

and would inform HydroSA of their availability. 

27. TS asked if flooding has been taken into account. 

28. MG stated that the plant is designed to withstand a 1 in 1000 year flood and that the entire facility 

would be shut down in the event of an extreme flood. TS asked how much power would be 

generated. 

29. MG stated 11MW would be generated which would supply approximately 5000 households per year 

(this is equivalent to a 75M W solar plant as it is base load). 

30. TS asked whether they would be applying for carbon credits. 

31. MG stated they would not as it is not how they finance their projects (also, it is a rather complex 

process). 

32. TS asked if the municipality could apply for these credits. 

33. MG stated that they would discuss this possibility with the municipality but this would be outside of 

the EIA process. 

CLOSURE 
 

DE thanked all attendees and the meeting closed.   

The presentation, posters and registers provided are included in Annexure B.  



1 
 

                

                     

PROPOSED HYDROPOWER STATION AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE AT 

BOEGOEBERG DAM ON THE ORANGE RIVER, NEAR GROBLERSHOOP, NORTHERN 

CAPE (DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568) 

NOTES FROM THE BOEGOEBERG PUBLIC INFORMATION SESSION 

Date: Monday, 10 February 2014  

Venue: Boegoeberg Community Hall, Boegoeberg 

Time: 17h00-19h00 

ATTENDEES WHO COMMENTED1 

 

Pieter Kotze (Chairman BWUA) 

Andre Smith (BWUA) 

Andre Kruger (Afriforum & Boegoeberg Boere Vereeniging) 

Elzahn Fourie (Trans Boegoeberg Kamp/occupier of the land) 

David Fourie (Landowner in area) 

Gert Hesselman (BWUA) 

Susarie Geldenhuys (Landowner in area) 

Niel Theron (HydroSA) 

Mercia Grimbek (HydroSA) 

Shawn Johnson (Sustainable Futures) 

Diane Erasmus (Aurecon) 

 

PK 

AS 

AK 

EF 

DF 

GH 

SG 

NT 

MG 

SJ 

DE 

INTRODUCTION 

 

DE welcomed all to the meeting and explained that the purpose of the meeting is to 

clarify uncertainties, get a better understanding of the proposed project, for the public 

to raise their concerns about the project, and to discuss how these concerns should 

be handled.  All attendees agreed on the purpose of the meeting.  The presentation 

of the EIA findings was in English, but there was translation into Afrikaans of aspects 

requiring clarification. The presentation of the project details was in Afrikaans. 

 

 

 

DISCUSSIONS FOR WAY FORWARD ACTION 

1. PK stated that no correspondence or notification to the chairman or (of?) the 
BWUA was received.  

2. PK stated that road conditions would deteriorate due to increased use by 
construction vehicles and wished to know how it was planned to maintain the 
roads to their current status, or better. 

 

3. PK asked how closing the sluices in the dam would impact on fish migration from 

1. The BWUA is 
now registered. 
2. Boegoeberg 
Hydroelectric to 
discuss how 
maintenance 
should be handled. 
3&5. Aquatic 

                                                             
1
 The full list of attendees is attached as Annexure B. 
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upstream to downstream. 
 

4. AS asked if the DOE requirements for economic development will be provided to 
everyone. 

5. AK asked what the impact of the magnetic effect of the transmission line would 
be on the aquatic ecology where it crosses (the river/dam?). 

6. AK stated that there are many fish eagles that have been sighted in the area and 
wanted to know the direct impact on them. 
 

7. AK questioned how much sand would pass through the turbines and be 
deposited at the tailrace? 

8. NT indicated that a study with regard to sedimentation is currently underway. 
9. AK asked how materials (reeds, branches) carried down with high flows and 

deposited would be handled. 
10. NT stated that the intake structure comprised of trash racks that prevent 

materials from entering the power chamber and that HydroSA agreed to 
undertake routine clearing of them. 

11. AK asked where the materials would be dumped. 
12. NT stated they are busy looking at these issues. 
13. AK asked if the water would still flow over the weir. 
14. NT stated this was correct and that when flows were below a certain point, 

especially when water did not flow over the crest, the power station would not 
operate ( according to the current energy model). 

15. NT also stated that there would be periods when the turbines would not be 
operational based on available flows, i.e. low flow periods. 

16. AK asked how stormwater would be managed from heavy rains. 
17. MG stated that a stormwater management plan would be put in place. 
18. SH requested that guarantees be provided in writing that the developer 

undertake maintenance to access roads due to the increase in traffic. 
19. AK asked what the construction period is expected to be. 
20. NT stated that it would take 24 months to construct but, once operational, would 

be an unattended plant and would only require low maintenance to clean the 
trash racks and to check alarms. 

21. AK asked who does this maintenance. 
22. NT stated that maintenance on the plant would be undertaken by HydroSA and 

Eskom would maintain the transmission component. 
23. AK stated that Mr Fourie of TransBoegoe 4x4 camp occupied the land and 

indicated that the stated owner of the land was incorrect in the EIA 
documentation. 

24. AK asked what would be the visual impacts on tourism 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

25. EF stated that Boegoe vegetation was unique and only grew on this koppie and 
asked what rehabilitation would be undertaken. 

26. EF stated that the trees on the banks which would be removed for the offtake 
structure were 100 years old and asked how they would be removed. 
 

27. EF asked where the construction workers would be housed. 
28. DE indicated the location of the construction camp for the proposed housing. 
29. EF asked what the impact would be on their tourism as many people fish and 

camp where the proposed construction of the offtake, canal and fences are 
proposed to be located. 

30. EF wanted to know the impact on them as their house would be lost to 
construction. 

31. EF also stated they were never notified of the EIA. 

specialist will 
comment. 
4. Economic 
Development is 
part of DOE’s IPP 
and not part of the 
EIA. 
6. Avifaunal 
specialist to 
comment. 
7. Sedimentation 
report. 
Maintenance plan. 
 
 
 
 
 
11. To include in 
EMPr (disposal). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
18. Boegoeberg 
Hydroelectric to 
discuss. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
24. There will be a 
visual impact close 
to the dam, 
especially during 
the construction 
phase.  This has 
been assessed in 
the EIR. 
25&26. Botanical 
specialist will 
comment. 
  
 
 
 
29. FEIAR to 
address this. 
 
 
 
 



3 
 

32. GH stated that the dam and sluices are very old and asked for guarantees that 
construction activities and new infrastructure would not affect the structural 
integrity of the dam. 

33. KE asked when construction is anticipated to start. 
34. NT responded that the anticipated date is July 2015. 
35. JV asked whether the proposed project would exacerbate existing problems 

experienced with increased water use in the area, and water becoming scarcer.  
36. NT stated that the proposed project does not consume any water as it is all 

returned to the river.  
37. NT further stated that there is a Permanent Water Commission which plans to 

increase water in the river to meet international obligations through increasing 
releases from dams upstream. 

38. DF stated that the attendees at a recent meeting of the Road Users Union in 
Kimberley were unaware of the proposal. 

39. SG said that the botanical specialist had spent considerable time during the site 
visit identifying the vegetation around the site that is to be protected.  

40. SG stated that Lourens Fourie was not the landowner and the 4X4 tracks in the 
Boegoeberg area had been closed. 

41. SG also stated that the roads to the farm were maintained through the 
collaboration of neighbouring farmers. 

32. Boegoeberg 
Hydroelectric to 
discuss. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
38. Aurecon to 
Register Kimberley 
Road Users Union. 
 
 
 
 

 

CLOSURE 

DE thanked all attendees and the meeting closed.   

 

The presentation, posters and registers provided are included in Annexure B.  
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PROPOSED HYDROPOWER STATION AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE AT 

BOEGOEBERG DAM ON THE ORANGE RIVER, NEAR GROBLERSHOOP, NORTHERN 

CAPE (DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/568) 

NOTES FROM FOCUS GROUP MEETING WITH BOEGOEBERG WATER USERS 

ASSOCIATION (BWUA) 

Date: Monday, 10 February 2014  

Venue: Boegoeberg Community Hall, Boegoeberg 

Time: 15h00-16h00 

ATTENDEES WHO COMMENTED1 

 

Pieter Kotze (Chairman BWUA) 

Andre Smith (BWUA) 

Koos Esaic (BWUA) 

Wilco Fourie (Groblershoop Boere Vereenging & Oranjerivier Landbou Ume) 

Niel Theron (HydroSA) 

Mercia Grimbek (HydroSA) 

Malcolm Green (Hydro Tasmania) 

Shawn Johnson (Sustainable futures) 

Diane Erasmus (Aurecon) 

 

PK 

AS 

KE 

WF 

NT 

MGr 

MG 

SJ 

DE 

INTRODUCTION 

 

DE welcomed all to the meeting and explained that the purpose of the meeting is to clarify uncertainties, 

get a better understanding of the proposed project, for the municipality representatives to raise their 

concerns of the project, and also how these concerns should be dealt with. All attendees agreed on the 

purpose of the meeting. 

DISCUSSIONS FOR WAY FORWARD ACTION 

 

1. DE presented the purpose of the EIA process in English. 

2. NT presented the proposed project in Afrikaans. 

3. AS stated they would be recording the meeting and noted that he was on the 

Water Board but PK was the Chairman of the Boegoeberg Water Users 

Association (BWUA). 

4. KE asked what Environmental Flow Reserve (EFR) is required to maintain 

aquatic integrity. 

5. KE asked what flows the hydropower facility requires to operate. 

6. NT explained that the facility was designed for a flow rate of 120m/s but that the 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             
1
 The full list of attendees is attached as Annexure B. 
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flow rates changed through the seasons and that each of the two proposed 

turbines would require half of the design flow i.e 60m/s. The turbines could start 

operating at 40% of the design flow requirements, similar to that of the Neus 

hydroelectric project.  

7. NT stated that Neus was designed with three turbines and each turbine could 

start at approximately 12m/s and Boegoeberg would require slightly more as it 

would comprise of only two turbines. 

8. KE asked if the two turbines proposed are to be larger than those at Neus. 

9. NT stated that the turbines would be approximately the same size as those at 

Neus and it would be the components in the turbines that actually provide more 

power. 

10. KE asked how the flows of the river are determined. 

11. NT said that HydroSA take historical data i.e. readings from multiple DWA 

gauging points along the Orange and Vaal rivers over the last 14 years to 

determine the flows used to inform design. 

12. KE questioned the accuracy of these readings. 

13. NT explained that the proposed project has been designed in such a way that 

the BWUA agricultural canal will always receive water.  The outtake point for the 

agricultural canal is lower than the proposed intake for the power station and as 

such water to the agricultural canal will be prioritised.  

14. NT further stated that DWA requires that electronic readings from sensors on the 

dams crest be relayed to them to monitor the levels and that this information can 

also be sent to the BWUA to monitor.  

15. NT stated that the Banks who would fund the project would have their own 

expert engineers to verify the flows to ensure that the proposed operation is 

financially viable. 

16. PK asked what happens it the case of floods. 

17. NT stated that power station is designed to withstand up to1:1000 year floods. 

18. WF stated that the Economic Development requirements should extend further 

than the 50km stipulated as part of the IPP programme as the canal services, 

water users for its entire length (120km) and economic benefits should extend to 

all. 

19. MGr stated the 50km radius was a DOE recommendation and did allow for 

special conditions and that an in-depth study is to be undertaken separately with 

the community of the area and those on the canal. 

20. PK stated that he still had not received minutes of the meeting held between 

DWA, BWUA and HydroSA from August last year. 

21. MG (Hydro Tasmania) replied stating that the minutes had been provided to 

DWA to distribute to BWUA. 

22. PK stated that none of the BWUA where notified of the proposed project and that 

they should have been the first ones notified. 

23. PK stated that many of the BWUA committee could not make the meeting as 

they were busy with harvesting and that Boegoeberg Hall was a long way for 

everyone to come to. PK requested that another meeting be held at a more 

convenient place i.e. the Agricultural co-op 80km away, to allow for everyone to 

attend. 

24. PK stated that the minutes from the meeting held with BWUA, DWA and 

HydroSA from 8 August 2013 where never distributed. 

25. MG (Hydro Tasmania) confirmed he would follow up with the DWA 

representative to whom the minutes where provided to as to why they were not 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19. HydroSA to 

undertake socio-

economic study. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23. Plan meetings 

with BWUA at a 

convenient 

location. 

 

24. MG (Hydro 

Tasmania) to 

follow up with DWA 

and provide a copy 
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distributed with a copy.  He committed to ensuring that the BWUA received a 

copy. 

26. PK asked for a detailed explanation of how dredging would be undertaken. He 

stated that they did not know how it would work and he believed it would not 

work. Based on this, he stated that the operating sluices that currently scour 

sediment must remain open. 

27. NT stated they are currently busy with a Sediment Report which would contain 

the methodology and that would then dictate the pump that would be used.  This 

would be provided to BWUA. The sediment samples results would also have to 

be sent to DWA and DEA, who would have to confirm it would be acceptable to 

dredge. 

 

 

28. PK stated that sluices currently scour at 30m/s and wanted to know how much 

sediment would be formed if the sluice gates were closed. He requested a study 

be done. Further to this, he wanted a test to be conducted to see the effect of 

lowering the level of water on the dam wall by 750mm of its capacity and then 

draw back once full to show the change in flow to the agricultural canal. 

29. PK also wanted to know the flow in the canal. He emphasised his concern 

regarding dredging operations.  He further stated that the BWUA would not allow 

the sluices to be closed until the effectiveness of the proposed dredging 

operations could be proved, along with the electronic gauging systems. It was 

emphasised that they wish to be informed about the project consistently.  The 

BWUA needed proof that all proposed systems would work, and would be 

implemented and that he stated they would not let the EIA go through until then. 

30. NT stated that all concerns would be addressed and that HydroSA would work 

closely with BWUA as they would be in a long term relationship the BWUA. 

31. KE stated the problem is that the canal has a flow of 12m/s and the sluices scour 

at 30m/s to maintain the flow in the canal.  This regime needs to be maintained. 

32. NT stated that the proposed dredging system would need to satisfy the 

requirements of DEA, DWA, and BWUA, and would be designed as such. 

33. MG (Hydro Tasmania) stated that DWA sets conditions in the license that 

HydroSA will be required to fulfil and if they do not adhere to the conditions they 

can forfeit the license. This acts as an assurance for the BWUA. 

34. PK stated the BWUA wants proof and guarantees that dredging will work and 

that there is a fail-safe system that moves the sand from in front of the sluice. 

35. NT stated that periodic maintenance of their intake would be done and that the 

maintenance crew would be available to help to maintain the canals inlets and 

ensure these are cleaned. 

36. WF stated that he wants to register Agriforum, Boegoeberg, Groblershoop Boere 

Vereenging and Oranjerivier Landbou Unie on the EIA I&AP register. 

37. PK stated they would also like a direct meeting between BWUA, HydroSA and 

Aurecon in this window period and that the minutes of this meeting be forwarded 

to him for his consideration. 

of minutes. 

 

26. Provide 

detailed 

methodology on 

dredging to BWUA. 

 

27. Aurecon to 

communicate 

directly and 

provide information 

on proposed flow 

monitoring and 

dredging. 

 

28. Boegoeberg 

Hydroelectric to 

discuss with 

BWUA. 

 

29. Boegoeberg 

Hydroelectric to 

provide BWUA 

proof and 

guarantees 

Aurecon to register 

 

 

 

 

CLOSURE 

DE thanked all attendees and the meeting closed.   

The presentation, posters and registers provided are included in Annexure B.  
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DAFF: Land Use & Soil Management B Thoko  

DAFF: Land Use & Soil Management Mashubu Marbubini 

Northern Cape Department of Environment & Nature Conservation (DENC) Thato Molese 

Department of Agriculture Dr Kegaliwe 

Department of Agriculture (Northern Cape) Lucia Manong 

Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) Francina Mokoma 

Department of Agriculture, Land Reform & Rural Development WVD Mothibi 

Department of Energy (Northern Cape) SP Mokuele 

Department of Environmental Affairs Ms Thabile Sangweni 

Northern Cape Department of Environment & Nature Conservation (DENC): Waste Mrs Martha Molokwane 



Management 

Department of Transport RC Barlow 

DWA  AA Hlengani 

DWA : Strategic Asset Management Walther van der Westhuizen 

Du Toit Van Den Heever ING.  Mnr Nico Erasmus 

DWA: Chief Director Northern Cape Mr A Abrahams 

DWA: Hydrological Services Mr Thebe Olebogeng 

DWA: Lower Orange Catchment Management Area Ms Mashudu Ranwedzi  
(Acting Deputy Director) 

DWA: Specialist Design Engineer Dr Pieter Wessels 

Elim Boerdery Trust: Blinkfontein: Farm 10 Port 7 Isak Beesvel 

Eskom Mr Wilson Mulaudzi  
(on behalf of Mr John Geeringh) 

EWT-Wildlife Energy Interaction Group (WEIG) Luke Strugnell  / Andrew Pearson 

Farm 10 portion 19 Smit Jan Willem 

Farm 10 portion 23 Geen 

Farm 10 portion 5Farm 11 portion 15 Nicolaas Charles Christiaan Thirion 

Farm 10 portion 6 Jacobus Salomon &M Visagie 

Farm 10 portions 4, 9 & 15 Blaauwputs Trust  (Kobus Maree Bestuurder) 

Farm 10 remainder and portion 6 Johnnie Smit 

Farm 11 portion 12 Johannes Hendrik Kotze 

Farm 11 portion 13 Geelbeksdam Trust 

Farm 11 portion 14 Torando 144 CC 

Farm 11 portion 2 Wilkot Boerdery Pty Ltd (Mattheus Maree) 

Farm 11 portion 3 
Farms 321, 322, 323 

Koegas Communal Prop Assocciation 

Farm 11 portion 5 B J Groenewald Familietrust 

Farm 11 portion 8 Maria Catharina Hanekom 

Farm 11 Remainder Tertius Van Der Westhuizen 

Farm 12 portion 9 South African National Roads Agency Ltd 

Farm 12 Remainder and portion 5 Trakprops 12 Pty Ltd 

Farm 306 Susarie Geldenhuys 

Farm 307 David Schalk Fourie 

Farm 313 BB Trust 



Farm 314 Gerrit Johannes Hermias Wilhelmus Nieuwoudt 

Farm 320 Johan Koortzen Familie Trust 

Farm 4 portion 1 D A Steytler Familietrust 

Farm 9 portions 1 Gert Greeff 

Farm 9 portions 2 & 3 
Farm 10 portions 1 & 12 

Hendrik Johannes Louis Hanekom 

Farm 9 remainder and portion 5 Dirk Jacobus Francois Hanekom 

Farms 305& 584 P J Rossouw Trust 

FNH constructions and pro… Nicolaas 

Gauteng Canoe Union Jennie Dallas 

Groblershoop Boerevereniging Oranjerivier Landbou UME Wilco Fourie 

Groblershoop Public Library Estelle Saal (Head Librarian) 

Grootwill Gert Hisselmann 

Health Gerald Mashego 

Health Chris Seema 

International Rafting Federation  Ms Sue Liell-Cock (Secretary General) 

Inwoner Hendrik Kock 

Kimberley Road Users Union   

Northern Cape Department of Environment & Nature Conservation (DENC) Natalie Uys 

Northern Cape Department of Environment & Nature Conservation (DENC) A Yaphi 

Northern Cape Department of Environment & Nature Conservation (DENC) Dewald Badenhorst 

Northern Cape Provincial Heritage (Boswa ya Kapa Bokone) Andrew Timothy  

Northern Cape Tourism Authority Mr Tebogo 

Northern Cape Transport, Roads & Public Works Mr Nogwili  

Okkupeerdes Trans Boegoe Kamp en Bewonels ly Dam Lourens en Elzahn Fourie 

PEER Africa (Pty) Ltd: Managing Director D Mothusi Guy 

Plaasboer Bo-Seekoebaard Bennie Burger 

SANBI: NPAES, Director: Biodiversity Policy Mandy Driver 

Sidala Energy Solutions (Pty) Ltd Luel Culwick 

Siyanda District Municipality Mr D Ngxanga (Manager) 

Siyathemba Local Municipality Mr Johnny R M Alexander (Manager) 

South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA) Jenna Lavin (Do NOT send a hard or soft copy report) 

South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA) (Northern Cape) M Ramagoshi (Do NOT post or email request for comment) 

South African National Roads Agency Limited (SANRAL) Ms René de Kock 



Square Kilometer Array (SKA) Adrian Tiplady 

The Department of Agriculture,  
Land Reform & Rural Development  N.J. Toerien 

Trans Boegoe 4x4 Kamp en Roetes (Hendrik) Lourens Fourie Junior 

Waterwese J.J Steenkamp 

WESSA Suzanne Erasmus (Do NOT post anything - only EMAIL) 

Wilderness Ventures  Willie Jooste 

Wilkot Boerdery Pty Ltd Johan Mareee 

Workforce Staffing Danie Grobler 

WWF-SA Natasha Wilson / Samantha Sithole 

Wyks Lid M. Michala 

Wyks Lid D.G. Scheepers 

  C Fischer 

  Sara Bostanda 

  Lena Links 

  Fiena Links 

Landowner  Fourie Geldenhuys 

 



  

In terms of the National Environmental Management Act (No. 107 of 1998) (NEMA) each of the 
proposed projects triggers listed activities 1, 9, 10, 11, and 18 in Listing Notice 1; listed activity 
10 in Listing Notice 2 and listed activity 4, 13, 14 and 16 in Listing Notice 3 (Government 
Notice (GN) No. R544 and R546 of the 2010 Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
Regulations).  
 

Authorisation from the competent environmental authority, namely the Department of 
Environmental Affairs (DEA), via the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) process, as 
outlined in sections 21 to 25 of GN No. R543 in terms of NEMA, is necessary.  Aurecon South 
Africa (Pty) Ltd (Aurecon) has been appointed to undertake the required NEMA process.. 
 

Notice is hereby given of the commencement of a public participation process in terms of the 
NEMA EIA Regulations 2010. The application for the above-mentioned project has been 
submitted to the competent authority in terms of these Regulations. 

In terme van die Wet op Nasionale Omgewingsbestuur (Nr. 107 van 1998) (WNOB) word die 
voorgenome projekt gelys as bedrywighede 1, 9, 10, 11, en 18  van Kennisgewingslys 1, 
bedrywigheid 10 van Kennisgewingslys 2 en bedrywighede 4, 13, 14 en 16 van 
Kennisgewingslys 3 (Goewermentskennisgewing (GK) Nr. R544 en R546 van die 2010 
Omgewingsinvloedbepaling (OIB) regulasies). 
 

Hierdie proses verg ŉ magtiging van die bevoegde owerheid, naamlik die Departement van 
Omgewingsake, na afloop van ŉ Omgewingsinvloedbepalingsproses (OIB) soos uiteengesit in 
Artikels 21 tot 25 van GK Nr. R543. Aurecon (Edms) Bpk (Aurecon) is aangestel om die vereiste 
WNOB-proses uit te voer.   
 

Kennis geskied hiermee dat daar begin word met die proses van openbare deelname kragtens die 
WNOB se Regulasies vir Omgewingsinvloedbepalings 2010. Die aansoek vir die bogenoemde 
projek is reeds ingedien by die bevoegde owerheid in terme van hierdie Regulasies. 
 

 

                                                                                                                  
PROPOSED HYDROPOWER STATION AND ASSOCIATED 

INFRASTRUCTURE AT BOEGOEBERG DAM ON THE ORANGE RIVER, 
NEAR GROBLERSHOOP, NORTHERN CAPE:  

Availability of the Draft Scoping Report  
DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/1/951 

 

Hydro 9 SA (Pty) Ltd wishes to construct a hydropower station and associated infrastructure 
of approximately 10 Megawatt (MW) at Boegoeberg Dam on the Orange River, on the farm 
Zeekoebaart (Remainder of Farm no. 306 and Portion 1 of Farm no. 306), approximately 
26km south east of Groblershoop.  

You are hereby notified of the proposed project and the availability of the Draft Scoping 
Report (DSR) for public review and comment from 17 July 2013 – 26 August 2013.  The 
Draft DSR will be available at the Groblershoop Public Library, at the offices of the Kheis 
Municipality in Groblershoop as well as on the Aurecon website 
(http://www.aurecongroup.com)- [change “Current Location” to South Africa, then click on 
‘Public participation’.]  
 
I&APs have until 26 August 2013 to submit comment by mail, phone, fax or e-mail on the 
proposed projects. Please submit your comments to Aurecon, Attention Simon Clark or Diane 
Erasmus, P.O. Box 494, Cape Town, 8000; Tel: (021) 526 6034; Fax: (021) 526 9500 or 
Email: simon.clark@aurecongroup.com / diane.erasmus@aurecongroup.com 

 

                                                                         
VOORGENOME HIDRO-KRAGSENTRALE, EN VERWANTE 

INFRASTRUKTUUR BY BOEGOEBERGDAM OP DIE ORANJE RIVIER IN DIE 
OMGEWING VAN GOBLERSHOOP, NOORD-KAAP:  

Beskikbaarheid van die Konsep Omvangbepalingsverslag  
 DOS Verw.: 14/12/16/3/3/1/951 

 
Hydro 9 SA (Edms) Bpk beoog om 'n hidro-elektriese kragstasie en gepaardgaande 
infrastruktuur van ongeveer 10 megawatt (MW) by Boegoeberg Dam op die Oranjerivier op te rig, 
op die plaas Zeekoebaart (Restant van Plaas Nr 306 en Gedeelte 1 van die Plaas No.. 306 ), 
ongeveer 26km suidoos van Groblershoop. 

U word hiermee van die proses in kennis gestel, asook van die beskikbaarheid van die Konsep 
Omvangbepalingsverslag (OBV), vanaf 17 Julie 2013 - 26 Augustus 2013, vir openbare oorsig 
en kommentaar.  Die Konsep OBV sal beskikbaar wees by die Groblershoop Openbare 
Biblioteek, by die kantore van die Kheis Munisipaliteit in Groblershoop sowel as op Aurecon se 
webblad (http://www.aurecongroup.com) –[verander ‘Current Location’ na Suid Afrika en kliek op 
‘Public participation’].   
 
B&GPe kan tot en met 26 Augustus 2013 kommentaar op die beoogde projek indien.  Rig u 
kommentaar aan Aurecon, Vir aandag Simon Clark  of Diane Erasmus, Posbus 494, Kaapstad, 
8000; Tel: (021) 526 6034; Faks: (021) 526 9500 of e-pos: simon.clark@aurecongroup.com / 
diane.erasmus@aurecongroup.com 
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