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VLAKVARKFONTEIN: COAL MINE EXTENSION PROJECT

• Welcome and Introductions

• Proposed Project: 

• Introduction to project

• EIA and Licensing Process

• Way forward and timeframes 

• Community Communication

• Questions and Answers

Agenda
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Project Overview

• Ntshovelo Mining Resources (Pty) Ltd (a subsidiary of Mbuyelo Coal) 
wishes to extend the mining operations at the Vlakvarkfontein Coal Mine. 

• The proposed extension will include open cast mining operations, using the 
roll-over method, onto portion 5 of the farm Vlarkvarkfontein 213R. 

• Relocation and re-establishment of the existing ancillary infrastructure 
associated with the current mining operations. 

• Ntshevelo also wishes to establish a new coal processing plant (wash plant) 
to beneficiate the run-of-mine coal as well as a new wastewater treatment 
facility. 

• The proposed extension of the mine and new coal processing plant will be 
located within the existing approved Mining Right boundary.
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• The Integrated EIA process shall be undertaken in terms of Chapter 6 
of the EIA Regulations, 2014 (GNR 982) promulgated under the 
National Environmental Management Act (Act 107 of 1998 – NEMA) 
as amended. A full EIA process will be followed which involves a 
Scoping phase which is the ‘feasibility’ and largely desk-top 
assessment stage of the project, followed by more detailed 
assessments in the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) phase.

• I&AP’s will be afforded an opportunity to comment on both the 
Scoping Report as well as the Environmental Impact Assessment 
Report during the course of the EIA process.

Process to be Followed
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New Integrated Environmental Authorisation and Waste Management Licence (WML) (Scoping and Environmental Impact Report 
(S&EIR)) for:

• Proposed new mining area extension;

• New coal processing plant (wash plant); and

• New water treatment facility.

New Integrated Water Use Licence (IWUL) for:

• Discard (wash plant waste) disposal; and

• New water treatment facility.

Section 102 Amendment

• Revised Mine Works Programme to include proposed mine extension and coal processing plant; and

• Revised consolidated EMPR to include proposed mitigation measures for the mine extension and coal processing plant and wash 
plant.

Process to be Followed
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• Surface water assessment

• Groundwater assessment

• Wetlands and aquatic ecology;

• Heritage and palaeontology 

• Air quality assessment;

• Noise impacts;

• Blasting impacts; and

• Social impact assessment.

Specialist Studies

• Initial notification and call to register to be sent out: early August 2017

• Scoping Report availability: mid-September 2017

• EIA/EMPR Report availability: February 2018

• All decisions received by end of 2018 

• Construction planned to begin in early 2019

• Ongoing public participation throughout EIA process

Indicative Timeframes
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Questions and Answers

Community Consultation

• Best channels of communication? 

• Best methods of communication?

• Meeting venues?

Discussion

Environmental Impact Management Services (Pty) Ltd (EIMS)

P.O. Box 2083 Pinegowrie 2123

Phone: 011 789 7170 / Fax: 011 787 3059

Contact: Cheyenne Muthukarapan

Email: Vlakvarkfontein@eims.co.za

EIMS Reference number: 1188

Who to Contact


