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Mr. Peet Botes holds a BSc. (Hons.) degree in Plant Ecology from the University of Stellenbosch 

(Nature Conservation III & IV as extra subjects).  Since qualifying with his degree, he had worked for 

more than 20 years in the environmental management field, first at the Overberg Test Range (a 

Division of Denel) managing the environmental department of OTB and being responsible for 

developing and implementing an ISO14001 environmental management system, ensuring 

environmental compliance, performing environmental risk assessments with regards to missile tests 

and planning the management of the 26 000 ha of natural veld, working closely with CapeNature (De 

Hoop Nature Reserve).  In 2005 he joined Enviroscientific, an independent environmental 

consultancy specializing in wastewater management, botanical and biodiversity assessments, 

developing environmental management plans and strategies, environmental control work as well as 

doing environmental compliance audits and was also responsible for helping develop the 

biodiversity part of the Farming for the Future audit system implemented by Woolworths.  During 

his time with Enviroscientific he performed more than 400 biodiversity en environmental legal 

compliance audits.  During 2010 he joined EnviroAfrica in order to move back to the biodiversity 

aspects of environmental management.  Experience with EnviroAfrica includes EIA applications, 

biodiversity assessment, botanical assessment, environmental compliance audits and environmental 

control work. 

Report reviewed by Bernard de Witt –  

Bernard de Witt: B.Sc. Forestry (Stellenbosch); B.A. (Hons) Public Administration (Stellenbosch); 

National Diploma in Parks and Recreation Management; EIA Short course (UCT); ISO 14001 Auditors 

course (SABS).  Bernard joined the Department of Forestry as an Indigenous Forest Planner in 1983, 

going on to become Manager of the Table Mountain Reserve with the Cape Town City Council.  He 

then joined Cape Nature Conservation (CNC) and headed its Conservation Planning Section before 

taking up the position of District Manager of the Boland area (incl. the Hottentots Holland and 

Kogelberg).  As a Regional Ecologist, he co-ordinated managerial and scientific inputs into Provincial 

Nature Reserves in the Boland, Overberg and West Coast regions. For the last four years of his 

employment he assessed and evaluated development applications, from an environmental 

perspective, on behalf of CNC (now DEA&DP). Since he left DEADP 14 years ago he has been involved 

in environmental consulting in the private sector as a member of EnviroAfrica. 


