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To whom it may concern: 
 

Technical Report for Tshipi Borwa Mine (soils & agricultural potential) 
 
In 2008, the report for the above-mentioned project concerning soils and associated agricultural 
aspects was compiled by ARC-Institute for Soil, Climate & Water (report no. GW/A/2008/68). The 
main findings of the report were that the soils in the area were very homogeneous, deep red and 
yellow sands, but that the main restricting factor was the low annual rainfall, coupled with hot 
climatic conditions. This had the effect of causing the prevailing arable agricultural potential to be 
classed as low. 
 
Subsequently, the infrastructure layout for the project has been somewhat altered, but remaining 
within the original project study area. Due to the homogeneous nature of the soils and climate 
limitations as outlined above, it can confidently be anticipated that there will be no significant 
change in the soil-related impacts from the project, and thus no need for any further filed 
investigation or report alteration. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DG Paterson (PhD) 
Senior Soil Scientist 
ARC-Soil, Climate and Water 
 
012 310 2601 or 083 556 2458 
garry@arc.agric.za 
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I hereby declare that: 
 

 I am qualified to compile this report as a registered Natural Scientist 

 I am independent of any of the parties involved and 

 I have compiled an impartial report, based solely on all the information available. 
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 MSc (Soil Science) cum laude, 1998, University of Pretoria 
 PhD (Soil Science), 2014, University of Pretoria 

 
PROFESSIONAL CAREER: 
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