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JOB NO. 1188 PROJECT NAME VLAKVARKFONTEIN MINE EXTENSION 

MEETING NO. 2. DWS AUTHORITY CONSULTATION MEETING PAGE 1 OF 3 PAGES 

MEETING VENUE    DWS OFFICES, BRONKHORSTSPRUIT DATE  21/09/2017 

 

SIGNED NEXT MEETING : 

 

  

DATE :  16/02/2018  

 

BLOCK 5 FERNRIDGE OFFICE PARK, 5 HUNTER AVENUE, FERNDALE, RANDBURG. 

P O BOX 2083, PINEGOWRIE 2123, SOUTH AFRICA. 

TEL: (011) 789-7170 FAX: (011) 787- 3059 

www.eims.co.za  

Name Company Initials 

Mokgadi Maloba DWS MM 

Martha Mokonyane Ntshovelo Mining Resources MMO 

Adri Joubert GSW AJ 

Liam Whitlow EIMS LW 

John von Mayer EIMS JvM 

Brian Whitfield EIMS BW 

Item Responsibility Date 

1. Introductions and Welcome N/A N/A 

2. Presentation: Vlakvarkfontein Extension Project JvM N/A 

3. Confirmation of the legal application process:  
3.1. New Integrated Water Use Licence (IWUL) for: 

· Discard (wash plant waste) disposal; 

· PCD;  

· New water treatment facility; 

· Disposal of underground water;  

· Mining infrastructure (pits, roads, etc.); and 

N/A N/A 

4. Confirmation of templates, application forms/process, etc.: 
4.1. Integrated Scoping and EIA to include all new NEMA listed 

activities, NEMWA waste activities, NWA S21 water uses as 
well as relevant amendment applications assessments. 

4.2. Scheduling of IWULA along with EIA (including DMR required 
feedback from DWS) 

4.3. Level of detail required for IWULA 
4.4. Number of copies of reports for submission. 
4.5. Specialist studies  
4.6. Alternatives 
4.7. DWS considerations regarding discarding waste to pit 
4.8. NEMA GNR982 Section 8 guidance:  

· Any other processes or decision-support tools required? 

· Any specialist guidelines that must be considered? 

· Any matters that may prejudice the success of the 
application? 

· Formally adopted minutes? 

N/A N/A 

5. Other Discussion Items 
 

N/A N/A 

 

MINUTES 
 

Responsibility 

The Purpose and Description of the project was provided by EIMS and the following was 
discussed: 

JvM 

1. Applications to DWS:  
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· A single new WUL that updates everything can be applied for. All existing and new 
water uses should be specified in this application.   

· GSW should state in the submission that a single license is requested to be 
obtained. 

· The new license will supersede the old license.  

· It will be important to identify which uses were previously licensed. There is no 
need to re-apply for water uses that don’t change, for example (c) and (i) water 
uses or boreholes however forms will be required for all new water uses. 

· The application should only be submitted to DWS once all public participation has 
been completed and all other requirements for the application are met. The 
application should be complete at the outset, there is no use in submitting an 
application to DWS without all these requirements being met.  

· The application to DWS can be submitted at the same time as the final EIA report 
is submitted to DMR.  

· DWS prefer the application to be made online. Everything, including the specialist 
studies, can be submitted online. One hard copy and one cd will also be required 
to be submitted. 

· The pre-application meeting will officially trigger the start of the DWS 106 day 
period. This meeting is not officially the pre-application meeting and the official pre-
application meeting will be at a later stage. 

· GN704 is the most important regulation that specifies the process to be followed. 

GSW/EIMS 

2. Designs: 

· An authorization will not be granted based on conceptual designs. Detailed design 
drawings are required before the application can be submitted. 

· Detailed design drawings will be required for PCD, discard facility, stormwater 
management facilities and pipelines (discharge points and crossings). 

 
 

GSW/EIMS 

3. Public Participations 

· 60 days public participation is required for the technical report. 

· The advert must clearly state the 60 day review period for the technical report. 

· The Wilge forum must be included on the PP database.  

 
GSW/EIMS 

4. Timeframes:  

· Timeframes for RoD comments from DWS to DMR cannot be confirmed. These 
comments would be submitted from head office 

· A meeting should be setup as soon as possible with DWS to discuss the RoD 
comments.  

 
GSW/EIMS 

5. Water Options / additional points of clarity 

· The option of putting the discard back into the pit (rather than disposing of it on 
surface) may be viable and acceptable as long as it can be motivated for. The 
least impact solution should be selected. 

· The filter press will get rid of most of the water. The final filter cake product should 
be at most 20% water. 

· The options of post-closure long-term treatment of water and selling that water on 
to a third party for use (as proposed by the groundwater specialist) may be feasible 
as long as it can be justified in the report with regards to impacts etc. It needs to be 
motivated. 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:00 
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SIGNED NEXT MEETING : 
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Name Company Initials 

Gloria Mmadi Moloto DWS GMM 

Isaac Tlagadi DWS IT 

Koketso Mphago Mbuyelo KM 

Martha Mokonyane Mbuyelo MMO 

Humphrey Mohlahlo Mbuyelo HM 

Sello Monnanyana Mbuyelo SM 

Riaan de Beer BEAL RdB 

Gys Muller BEAL GM 

Louis von der Walt GW2 LvdW 

Eugene de Villiers ECMA EdV 

Adri Joubert GSW AJ 

Sonja vd Giessen EIMS SvdG 

John von Mayer EIMS JvM 

Brian Whitfield EIMS BW 

Item Responsibility Date 

1. Introductions and Welcome BW N/A 

2. Presentation: Vlakvarkfontein Extension Project JvM N/A 

3. Confirmation of the water uses and application processes EIMS and DWS N/A 

4. Confirmation of timeframes and scheduling DWS N/A 

5. Clarification items  

5.1. In-pit discard 

5.2. Lined waste rock dumps 

5.3. Other discussion items 

DWS N/A 

 

Minutes 

 

Responsibility 

The Purpose and Description of the project was provided by EIMS and the following was discussed: JvM 

1. Discard to pit 

· The option of putting the discard back into the pit (rather than disposing of it on surface) 

may be viable and acceptable as long as it can be motivated for. The least impact solution 

should be selected. 

· In-pit discard has been authorized by DWS in the past – application under GN704. 

· A meeting is to set up by the regional office with head office (Gift or Kelvin) in order to 

obtain further clarity on DWS’ stance regarding this. Head office to advise on the options 

for a risk-based approach to the discard and the barrier requirements. 

 

GSW/EIMS 

2. Consolidated applications vs New applications 

· DWS must align the validity of the WUL with the validity of the mining right.  
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· It should not be a problem to consolidate the applications however DWS discuss internally 

and confirm, however even if consolidated the department does not extend the original 

license validity period and therefore Ntshovelo would need to apply again once the 

validity of the license expires.  

· It was decided that a new application will be submitted for the new water uses instead of 

a consolidated application for all water uses in order to avoid any potential issues with 

validity periods for the various licenses and to avoid delays due to admin issues.  

GSW/EIMS 

3. Scheduling and lodging of applications 

· The follow up meeting with Kelvin or Gift at DWS can be scheduled by the regional office 

once GSW has obtained the signed engineering drawings. GSW should contact DWS when 

ready to set up that meeting. GSW should come prepared with motivations where 

required (e.g.in-pit discard, unlined waste rock stockpiles) as well as the signed 

conceptual designs.  

· DWS is facing IT and server challenges with the online application system. GSW should 

supply the application on a flash drive and a single hard copy as well as online  

· The scheduling of the submission should be determined by the Environmental Assessment 

Practitioner (EAP) to align the legislated timeframes for all applications. The DWS and the 

Department of Mineral Resources (DMR) would liaise between one another during the 

application process as and when necessary. The WUL technical report (IWWMP) can be 

made available along with the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) and must 

be made available to the public for a period of 60 days. How the EIAR public review period 

aligns with the WUL technical report review is up to the EAP to decide however the DWS 

has no objection to aligning the two reviews. 

· The DWS will send an acknowledgement letter, either through the online system or 

manually and the 300-day process period for the WUL starts from the receipt of that 

letter. 

· DMR will wait for comments on the waste issues from DWS after the final reports have 

been submitted to them. DMR will stipulate timeframes to DWS for comment, usually 30 

to 60 days. 

 

GSW/EIMS 

4. Waste Classification for waste-rock stockpiles 

· Design drawings will be required for PCD, discard facility, stormwater management 

facilities and pipelines (discharge points and crossings). 

· Timeframes for EA comments from DWS to DMR cannot be confirmed. These 

comments would be submitted from Head Office. 

· A meeting should be set up with DWS Head Office in order to obtain further clarity.   

 

GSW/EIMS 

5. Clarification of water uses  

· Pit dewatering should be licensed under (j) only, (a) should be excluded. 

· The use of the final void sump water for dust suppression should be licensed under a (g) 

only. 

 

GSW/EIMS 

6. Additional points of clarity 

· The cost of the IWUL application is still R114. 

· Once application is submitted DWS will appoint the relevant official to take over. 

· All communication must go through the regional office in Bronkhorstspruit . 

· Conceptual drawings are fine for the purposes of the EIA and technical report in support 

of the WULA as long as they have been signed off by an engineer.   

· Details on the landscape management plan (in support of Section 21(c&i)) can be 

obtained from Pieter Ackerman, Paul Meulenbeld and Wietsche Roets from Head Office). 

· Resource Quality Objectives for the catchment area must be included in the EIA. 

 

GSW/EIMS 
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The meeting was adjourned at 12:30 
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Reviewed by:  L. Whitlow   

Approved  M. Moloto   

 



 

 

 


