
 

 

 

 

Appendix C1: Stakeholder Database 

  



No(X)Category Department/organisation Name and Last Name

1 National Government

National Department of Environmental Affairs 

(DEA) 

Director: Environmental Impact Evaluation

Mr Obed Baloyi

2 National Government

National Department of Environmental Affairs 

(DEA)

Control Environmental Officer: Systems 

Management

Lucas Mahlangu    

3 National Government

National Department of Environmental Affairs 

(DEA)

Deputy Director general: Chemicals and Waste 

Management

Mr Mark Gordon

4 National Government

Provincial Authority: Free State Department of 

Economic Development, Tourism and 

Environmental Affairs (DETEA)

- Environmental officer

Mr T Lekgari 

5 National Government

Provincial Authority: Free State Department of 

Economic Development, Tourism and 

Environmental Affairs (DETEA)

Ms G Mkhosana 

6 National Government

Provincial Authority: Free State Department of 

Economic Development, Tourism and 

Environmental Affairs (DETEA)

- Environmental Officer : Production B

Ntswake Khomo 

7 National Government

Department of Rural Development and Land 

Reform

- Regional Land Claims Commissioner

L H Maphutha 

8 National Government

Department of Water Affairs (DWA)

- Regional Head: Upper vaal Dr Paul Meulenbeld 

9 National Government

Department of Water Affairs (DWA)

- Assistant Director Philemon Khwinana 

10 National Government

Department of Minerals Resources

 - Assistant Director: Minerals Recording Mr Tshepo Moloto

11 National Government

Department of Public Works

 - Director: Environmental Health Services
Ms Nonhlanhla Sgudu

12 National Government

Department of Health

- Director
Mr Obed Modiko 

13 National Government

South African Heritage Agency (SAHRA)

- Heritage officer
Mr Andrew Salomon 

14 National Government

Regional Land Claims Commissioner

- Environmental Manager
Mr Mbulelo Kelly 

15 National Government

Provincial Land Claims Commissioner

 - Communications Officer
Ms Matima Makarinte

16 National Government

Department of Agriculture - Free State

- Environmental Health Manager
Ms Nelly Motshabi  

17 National Government

Tybos Catchment Department of Water Affairs 

(DWA) Andrew Mbedzi

18 National Government Department of Water Affairs (DWA) Nosibuisiso Mfuywa

19 Provincial Government Department of Mineral Resources Derrick Gumede

20 Provincial Government Department of Mineral Resources Salan Joseph Shitilhangu

21 Provincial Government Department of Mineral Resources Mashudu Mulaudzi

22 Provincial Government Department of Mineral Resources S.P Kambula

23 Local Authority

Metsimaholo Local Municipality

Municipal Manager Mr Stephen Molala

24 Local Authority

Fezile Dabi District Municipality

 - Deputy Manager : Environmental Health 

Services Mr Andre van Zyl

25 Local Authority

Metsimaholo Local Municipality

-IDP Manager
Mr Sello Mokoena 

26 Local Authority

Metsimaholo Local Municipality

-LED Maanger
Ms Reatile Ralepeli 

27 Local Authority

Metsimaholo Local Municipality

Environmental & Waste Manager
Mr Philimon Thile 

28 Local Authority

Metsimaholo Local Municipality 

 - Mayor
Mr Brutus Mahlaku

29 Local Authority Sigma Colliery Ward Councilor Mr Thabo Mabasa

30 Health

Sasolburg Clinic

 - Primary Health Manager
Malatse Virginia

31 Health

Zamdela Clinic

- General Manager
Olivia Letsholo 

32 Farmers Association

Free State Agricultural Union

- Operations Manager Dr Jack Armour 

33 Directly Affected Landowners Portion 1 Abrahmas Rust 329 Hester Agnes Malan

34 Directly Affected Landowners Portion 3 Abrahams Rust 329 Benjamin Moodie

35 Directly Affected Landowners Portion 5 Abrahmas Rust 329 Leon Reimert

36 Directly Affected Landowners Portion 12 Abrahams Rust 329 Koenraad Herman

37 Directly Affected Landowners Portion 9 Bershheba 1 Johannes Daniel Bukes



No(X)Category Department/organisation Name and Last Name

38 Directly Affected Landowners Clavadel 455 Wayne Cecil

39 Directly Affected Landowners Erven BCD 33 Cornelis Johannes

40 Directly Affected Landowners RE Lilian Dale 348 Christoffel Alwyn Bruwer

41 Directly Affected Landowners RE Mullers Rust 352 Joshi Jadgdish

42 Directly Affected Landowners Portion 27 Mullers Rust 352 Willem Petrus Mostert

43 Directly Affected Landowners Portion 28 Mullers Rust 352 Orsmond Neville

44 Directly Affected Landowners Portion 31 Mullers Rust 352 Martha Jacoba van Niekerk

45 Directly Affected Landowners Portion 39 Mullers Rust 352 The Andrew and Debra Hough 

46 Directly Affected Landowners Portion 8 Rietfontein 251 Anne marie van Niekerk

47 Directly Affected Landowners Somers Post 460 Transnet Pty Ltd

48 Directly Affected Landowners Wilgefontein 431 Portion 18 Frans Cornelius Verwey

49 Directly Affected Landowners Portion 25 Wonderfontein 350 Chris henrik van Niekerk

50 Neighbouring Landowners Prontuitbeleggings 11 (Pty) Ltd Mr Cap Weilbach

51 Neighbouring Landowners Sasol Townships (Pty) Ltd Mr Johan van Rooyen

52 Neighbouring Landowners Tharina No 2 Trust Manager

53 Neighbouring Landowners Lewies Trust Manager

54 Neighbouring Landowners Knoetze Family Trust Manager

55 Neighbouring Landowners D J Strydom Trust Mr D J Strydom 

56 Neighbouring Landowners Brakkuil Trust Mr Dirk Strydom

57 Neighbouring Landowners A M Rossouw Eiendomme (Pty) Ltd Mr A M Rossouw

58 Neighbouring Landowners Alfresco Trust Mr Kerneels Rossouw

59 Neighbouring Landowners Alfresco Trust Mr Kerneels Rossouw

60 Neighbouring Landowners Fezile Dabi District Municipality Mr Chakane Sibaya

61 Neighbouring Landowners Alicedale Farm No 301, Protion R Mr F W Strydom

62 Neighbouring Landowners Sasol Chemical Industries (Pty) Ltd Mr A S Potgieter

63 Neighbouring Landowners Sasol Mining Mr A S Potgieter

64 Neighbouring Landowners Sasol Mining (Pty) Ltd Mr A S Potgieter

65 Neighbouring Landowners LPJ Besigheidsdienste Mr L P J Barnard

66 Neighbouring Landowners Mrs J E de Jager

67 Neighbouring Landowners Beginsel Boerdery Trust Mr Lucas Erasmus

68 Neighbouring Landowners Kruidfontein 67 Farm Mr R S Cronje

69 Neighbouring Landowners Die Pan 225 and Dnkoerhoek 323 Farms Ms Tarina Terblanche

70 Neighbouring Landowners Saltberry Plain 2 R & 1, Saltberry Plain R & 1  137 Mr Allan Peeters

71 Neighbouring Landowners

Wonderwater 180

(Bothma & Son Transport) Mr Jaco Burger 

72 Neighbouring Landowners Gysbert 1161, Gyserberthoek 315 R & 2 Edwin Classen

73 Farmer Owner
BOSCHBANK No.12 CA JORDAAN

74 Farmer Owner
DIE PAN No.  225 THARINA NO 2 TRUST

THARINA

75 Farmer Owner

KRUIDFONTEIN  67 LPJ BESIGHEIDSDIENSTE

LOUIS BARNARD

76 Farmer Owner
ROSEBERRY PLAIN 250 METSIMAHOLO LOCAL MUNICIPALITY

GERRIT STEENKAMP

77 Farmer Owner
BOSCHBANK No.12 JAN ROSSOUW TRUST (Cerneels 

Rossouw)

78 Farmer Owner BERSHEBA 1 GEORGE ATKINSON TRUST

79 Farmer Owner GOEDEHOOP 272 AHS BELEGGINGS PTY LTD

80 Farmer Owner
WONDERFONTEIN 350 HANNELIE DE JAGER / Org Muller 083 701 

1232

81 Industry and commerce Eskom Park (Eskom Holdings) Ms Saba Puseletso - Senior Advisor

82 Industry and commerce
Chamber of Commerce Mr Konziwe - Free State Representative

83 Industry and commerce Geoscience Representative at Geoscience

84 Dr Steward Foya

85 Environmental NGO's

WESSA and Birdlife Africa

Free State Province Representative
Mr John Wesson

86 Environmental NGO's World Wildlife Fund SA (WWF) Louise Naude

87 Environmental NGO's World Wildlife Fund SA (WWF) Colleen van Schalkwyk

88 Environmental NGO's Vaal Rivier Forum

89 Environmental NGO's Endangered wildlife Trust (EWT) Reynette Coetzee

90 Environmental NGO's
Birdlife Africa Charmaine Uys

91 Environmental NGO's
Federation of Sustainable Environment (FSE) Ms Mariette Liefferink

92 Environmental NGO's
Federation of Sustainable Environment (FSE) Mr Koos Pretorious

93 Library Sasolburg Public library Ms Estelle Woers

94 Library Zamdela Library Ms Selloane Mohapi

95 Registered I&APs Metsimaholo Local Municipality
Lindiwe Tshongwe

96 Registered I&APs Metsimaholo Local Municipality Dineo Nyaku



No(X)Category Department/organisation Name and Last Name

97 Registered I&APs Metsimaholo Local Municipality
Fikile Mosokweni

98 Registered I&APs Metsimaholo Local Municipality
Masheleni Tshiterele

99 Registered I&APs Metsimaholo Local Municipality Frardi van Rooyn

100 Registered I&APs Metsimaholo Local Municipality
Philip Sibani

101 Registered I&APs Sasol Mining Solly Tshili

102 Registered I&APs Sasol Mining Solly Mayinga

103 Registered I&APs Daughters of the late George Atkinson Tracy Naude

104 Registered I&APs Daughters of the late George Atkinson Merry Slim

105 Registered I&APs Representative for Tharina Boerdery D Crous

106 Registered I&APs

Home occupier at Beginsel Farm (Daugter of 

Lukas Erasmus)
Suzanne van Dyk

107 Registered I&APs Farm Owner Dan Hauser

108 Client Sasol Lisa Grobler



 

 

 

Appendix C2: BID, letter with registration and 

comment sheet 

  



 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Digby Wells and Associates (South Africa) (Pty) Ltd 
Co. Reg. No. 2010/008577/07. Turnberry Office Park, 48 Grosvenor Road, Bryanston, 2191. Private Bag 
X10046, Randburg, 2125, South Africa 
Tel: +27 11 789 9495, Fax: +27 11 789 9498, info@digbywells.com, www.digbywells.com 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Directors: GE Trusler (C.E.O), B Beringer, LF Koeslag, J Leaver*,  
NA Mehlomakulu, DJ Otto 
*Non-Executive 
_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT 

The purpose of this document is to provide all 

interested and affected parties (I&APs) with 

information relevant to the environmental 

regulatory process for surface mitigation 

measures project: Proposed construction of 

river diversions and flood protection berms 

within the Leeuspruit and Rietspruit at Sasol 

Sigma Defunct Colliery near Sasolburg, Free 

State Province. 

This document aims to: 

■ Provide a description of the proposed 

Project; 

■ Provide an overview of the 

environmental regulatory processes 

which will be undertaken; 

■ Provide details of the Public 

Participation Process in accordance with 

the South African legislation; and 

■ Invite all I&APs to register as 

stakeholders, provide comment, raise 

issues or concerns, and provide 

suggestions for the enhanced benefit of 

the Project. 

TO REGISTER AND FOR MORE 

INFORMATION PLEASE USE THE 

FOLLOWING CONTACT INFORMATION 

Ms. Nondumiso Gwala 

Digby Wells Environmental 

PO Box 10046, Randburg, 2125 

Tel: (011) 789 9495 

Fax: (011) 789 9498 / (011) 069 6801 

Email: sh@digbywells.com 

Website: www.digbywells.com 

 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

Sasol Mining’s Sigma Defunct Colliery, (Sigma 

Defunct Colliery), occupies a mining area of 

approximately 11 643 ha. Mining activities at 

the Sigma Defunct Colliery were conducted 

under Mining Licences No. 1/2001 and 3/2001, 

granted by the Department of Mineral 

Resources (DMR). 

Sigma Defunct Colliery commenced 

operations in 1952 with underground mining, 

holding mineral rights to several coal deposits 

in the Sasolburg district. Underground mining 

methods was the primary method of extracting 

these reserves and included mechanised 

board-and-pillar, rib pillar extraction and 

bottom coaling methods. In 1992, the mine 

became an opencast mine to the most north-

eastern side of the reserves which occupied a 

mining area of approximately 385 ha. The 

mine utilised truck and shovel methods to 

extract the coal. All mining ceased in 2005 

where the mine was then rehabilitated 

(remediated).  

The Sigma Defunct Colliery applied for closure 

and the application and associated closure 

report was submitted to the DMR in 2009. The 

Sigma Defunct Colliery began to implement 

the proposed mitigation measures, as per the 

requirements of the Closure Plan and the 

Environmental Management Programme 

(EMP), to address all the significant risks and 

rehabilitation (remediation) measures which 

were required to obtain the closure certificate. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

A Risk Assessment Report was compiled 

which aimed to identify all the significant latent 

risks which Sigma Defunct Colliery face and 

rate them in accordance with the Sasol Risk 

Assessment Methodology. The report 

proposed mitigation measures to be 

implemented to reduce the significant latent 

risks to an acceptable residual risk level. The 

report was compiled in 2015 and has now 

been updated in 2018.    

As part of the Risk Assessment Report, 

mitigation measures have been proposed and 

grouped together as underground mitigation 

measures (ash backfilling) and surface 

mitigation measures (river diversions and 

berm constructions). Sasol Mining have 

allocated funds in accordance with the mines 

mailto:sh@digbywells.com
http://www.digbywells.com/
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financial provision to provide for the 

implementation of the project.  

The Underground Mitigation Measures which 

includes ash backfilling of certain areas with 

ash slurry is being dealt with as a separate 

project and under a separate environmental 

authorisation process.  

The Surface Mitigation Measures proposed in 

the Risk Assessment Report requires 

environmental authorisation. Two rivers flow 

through the Sigma mining area namely the 

Rietspruit and the Leeuspruit. Beneath these 

water courses or floodplains a hazard of pillar 

failure exists which can result in subsidence. 

Subsidence is expected to have a significant 

impact on surface aspects should it occur and 

no mitigation measures are implemented. The 

risk of this occurring is considered to be 

significant. Therefore various mitigation 

measures have been proposed to reduce the 

significant risk areas to an acceptable residual 

risk (insignificant risk).  

The Surface Mitigation Measures proposed 

requires Environmental Authorisation as well 

as a Water Use Licence (WUL).  

Digby Wells Environmental (hereafter Digby 

Wells) has therefore been appointed by Sasol 

Mining to undertake the required 

environmental regulatory process required to 

implement the proposed surface mitigation 

measures at the Sigma Defunct Colliery. The 

project is considered to be a rehabilitation 

(remediation) project to prevent further 

damage to the environment. This proactive 

approach is considered to be critical as, 

without mitigation, pillar failure may occur 

which may result in subsidence and a 

significant impact on the Leeuspruit and 

Rietspruit Rivers.  

This proposed project will require the following 

authorisations: 

Authorisation 

Process 

Relevant 

Legislation 

Competent 

Authority 

Environmental 

Authorisation – 

Basic 

Assessment 

(BA) Process 

National 

Environmental 

Management 

Act, 1998 (Act 

No. 107 of 

1998) (NEMA) 

Department 

of Mineral 

Resources 

(DMR) 

Water Use 

Licence (WUL) 

National 

Water Act, 

1998 (Act No. 

36 of 1998) 

(NWA) 

Department 

of Water 

and 

Sanitation 

(DWS) 

Notification of 

Intent to 

Develop (NID) 

National 

Heritage 

Resources 

Act, 1999 (Act 

No. 25 of 

1999) (NHRA) 

South 

African 

Heritage 

Resources 

Agency 

(SAHRA) 

and Free 

State 

Provincial 

Heritage 

Resources 

Authority 

(FS-PRHA) 

PROJECT LOCATION 

The river diversion project falls under the 

jurisdiction of the Metsimaholo Local 

Municipality (MLM), situated in the Fezile Dabi 

District Municipality (FDDM) in Free State, and 

is located close to Sasolburg (Plan 1 below) 

ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATIONS 

The activities in terms of NEMA that will be 

triggered by the proposed project have been 

listed below: 

■ Listing Notice 1 Activity 9 - It is proposed 

that the canals to divert the water will 

exceed 1000 metres in length and will 

have a width of 12.5 - 30 metres; 

■ Listing Notice 1 Activity 12 - The canals 

to be constructed to divert the water will 

exceed 100 square metres which are 

proposed to be located within a water 

course; 
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■ Listing Notice 1 Activity 19  - Movement 

of soil of more than 10 cubic metres 

within a dam or watercourse; 

■ Listing Notice 1 Activity 27 – The 

clearing of vegetation of more than 1 ha 

but less than 20 ha 

■ GNR 327 - Listing Notice 1 Activity 24 - 

Construction of access roads to the river 

during construction phase and 

maintenance to be undertaken during 

operational phase. 

Activities identified as water uses in terms of 

Section 21 of the National Water Act, 1998 

(Act No. 36 of 1998) (NWA) may not be 

undertaken without a Water Use Licence 

(WUL) or General Authorisation. 

The following Section 21 Water Uses will be 

triggered from the project:  

■ Section 21(c): impeding or diverting 

the flow of water in a watercourse; 

■ Section 21(i): altering the bed, banks, 

course or characteristics of a 

watercourse. 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS 

Stakeholders affected or interested in the 

proposed project are invited to register as an 

I&AP in order to become involved in the PPP 

Registered I&APs will be informed about 

availability of reports via their preferred means 

of communication (SMS, email, post or fax). 

Contributions from stakeholders will assist in 

informed decision-making for authorities and 

provides information to be considered by the 

project team and specialists conducting 

studies. All comments can be submitted using 

the contact details which appear on the cover 

page or as part of the Comment and 

Registration Sheet. 

The Draft Basic Assessment Report will be 

available for public comment from Tuesday 16 

October 2018 to Thursday 14 November 

2018 at the following places 

Person Location Contact 

Person Location Contact 

Printed Copies 

Ms Selloane 

Mohapi 

Zamdela Public Library  

3246 Zamdela Community 

Centre 

016 974 

2163 

Patience Kuno 
Sasolburg Public Library 

9 Brebner Street 

016 973 

8464  

Electronic Copies 

Nondumiso 

Gwala  

(www.digbywells.com) under 

Public Documents), 

sh@digbywells.com  

 or phone and request CD 

copy 

(011) 789 

9495 

 

Comments on the Draft Basic Assessment 

Report can be submitted through any of the 

following means tabulated below. Please 

include the Project Code as a reference 

(SAS5250): 

Method of 

Communication 
Contact Information 

Completing Registration 

and Comment Form 
Attached hereto as Appendix A 

Write to Digby Wells  

Private Bag X10046,  

Randburg, Johannesburg,  

2125 

Email sh@digbywells.com 

Phone 011 789 9495 

Fax 011 068 6801 

 

http://www.digbywells.com/
mailto:sh@digbywells.com
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Plan 1: Sasol Sigma River Diversion 
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ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY PROCESS FOR SURFACE MITIGATION MEASURES PROJECT: 

PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF RIVER DIVERSIONS AND FLOOD PROTECTION BERMS WITHIN THE 

LEEUSPRUIT AND RIETSPRUIT AT SASOL SIGMA DEFUNCT COLLIERY NEAR SASOLBURG, FREE STATE 

PROVINCE 

REGISTRATION AND COMMENT FORM 

October 2018 

Registered Inrested and Affected Parties (I&APs) will be informed of ongoing developments via their preferred 
means of communication (SMS, email, post or fax). The draft Scoping Report for comment is available between 
Tuesday 16 October 2018 to Thursday 14 November 2018 on www.digbywells.com (under Public Documents) 
and various public places, as per the announcement letter. Comments raised by stakeholders will assist in informed 
decision-making for authorities and provides information to be considered by the project team and specialists 
conducting the Environmental Assessment process. Please register as an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) and 
provide comments by sending this form, or other written correspondence, to the contact details provided below: 

Nondumiso Gwala of Digby Wells Environmental Stakeholder Engagement Office:  
Fax: 011 069 6801, Telephone: (011) 789 9495, Postal Address: Private Bag X10046, Randburg, 2125 

Email: sh@digbywells.com 
  

Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations of 2014, promulgated in terms of the National Environmental Management Act, as 
amended, Section 44 (1) requires that we gather comments from I&APs. Please complete the questions below.  Should you require 
assistance in completing these questions please contact the Stakeholder Engagement Office at contact information provided 
above.  

How do you think the project might impact (affect) you?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

How do you think the project might impact (affect) your socio-economic conditions? (e.g. livelihoods, farm, business, household) 

 

 

 

 

 

Please formally register me as an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) Yes  No 

I would like to receive my notifications by Email   SMS Post  Fax 

Please indicate which sector you represent and also provide a name 

Government 
Department 

 

Municipality  

Community  

Non-Government 
Organisation 

 

Business  

If you are a landowner or land occupier, please indicate which farm(s) and portion(s) you reside on 

Landowner 
 

 

Land occupier 
 

 

Please fill in your contact details below for the project database 

Title, Full Name  

Designation  

Cellphone  Fax  Tel  

Email  

Postal Address  

http://www.digbywells.com/
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How can these impacts be managed, avoided and / or fixed?  

 

 

 

 

If you are a landowner or occupier, what is your land currently being used for? 

 

 

 

 

 

Are there any environmental, social or heritage features on the proposed project area we need to be aware of? 

 

 

 

 

 

Where are these found?  

 

 

 

 

 

Do you think the project could impact (affect) infrastructure you might have? (e.g. houses, buildings, roads) 

 

 

 

 

 

If so how can these impacts (affects) be managed, avoided or fixed?  

 

 

 

 

 
 

General Comments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If there are any other stakeholders we should include onto the stakeholder database for the proposed project, 
please provide their contact details. 

Title, Full Name  Title, Full Name  

Organisation  Organisation  

Cellphone  Cellphone  

Email  Email  

   

   

Signature  Date 
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ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY PROCESS FOR 
SURFACE MITIGATION MEASURES PROJECT: PROPOSED 

CONSTRUCTION OF RIVER DIVERSIONS AND FLOOD 
PROTECTION BERMS WITHIN THE LEEUSPRUIT AND 
RIETSPRUIT AT SASOL SIGMA DEFUNCT COLLIERY 

NEAR SASOLBURG, FREE STATE PROVINCE
Sasol Mining’s Sigma Defunct Colliery, (Sigma Defunct Colliery), occupies a mining 
area of approximately 11 643 ha. Mining activities at the Sigma Defunct Colliery were 
conducted under Mining Licences No. 1/2001 and 3/2001, granted by the Department 
of Mineral Resources (DMR). Sigma Defunct Colliery commenced operations in 
1952 with underground mining, holding mineral rights to several coal deposits in the 
Sasolburg district. Underground mining methods was the primary method of extracting 
these reserves and included mechanised board-and-pillar, rib pillar extraction and 
bottom coaling methods. In 1992, the mine became an opencast mine to the most 
north-eastern side of the reserves which occupied a mining area of approximately 385 
ha. The mine utilised truck and shovel methods to extract the coal. All mining ceased in 
2006 where the mine was then rehabilitated (remediated). 
The Sigma Defunct Colliery applied for mine closure and the application and associated 
closure report was submitted to the DMR in 2009. The Sigma Defunct Colliery began 
to implement the proposed mitigation measures, as per the requirements of the 
Closure Plan and the Environmental Management Programme (EMP), to address all 
the significant risks and implement rehabilitation (remediation) measures which were 
required to obtain the closure certificate.  
Two rivers flow through the Sigma mining area namely the Rietspruit and the Leeuspruit. 
Beneath these river courses or floodplains a hazard of pillar failure has been identified 
which can result in subsidence and therefore various mitigation measures have been 
proposed to reduce the significant risk areas to an acceptable risk. The Surface 
Mitigation Measures proposed requires Environmental Authorisation as well as a Water 
Use Licence (WUL). Digby Wells Environmental (hereafter Digby Wells) has therefore 
been appointed by Sasol Mining to undertake the required environmental regulatory 
process required to implement the proposed surface mitigation measures at the Sigma 
Defunct Colliery. The project is considered to be a rehabilitation (remediation) project to 
prevent further damage to the environment. This proactive approach is considered to 
be critical as, without mitigation, pillar failure may occur which may result in subsidence 
and have a significant impact on the Leeuspruit and Rietspruit Rivers. 
Digby Wells Environmental (Digby Wells) has been appointed by Sasol Mining (Pty) 
Ltd to facilitate the Public Participation Process (PPP). The PPP for this project will 
ensure sharing of project information and gathering of comments raised by Interested 
and Affected Parties (I&APs). All I&APs have been invited to participate in this process. 
The Draft Basic Assessment Report will be available for public comment from Tuesday 
16 October 2018 to Thursday 14 November 2018 at the following places

Person Location Contact
Printed Copies

Ms Selloane Mohapi Zamdela Public Library 
3246 Zamdela Community Centre

016 974 2163

Patience Kuno Sasolburg Public Library
9 Brebner Street

016 973 8464 

Electronic Copies
Nondumiso Gwala (www.digbywells.com) under Public 

Documents),
sh@digbywells.com or phone and request 
CD copy 

(011) 789 9495

REGISTRATION AS AN INTERESTED AND/OR AFFECTED PARTY
Should you wish to be registered as an I&AP, to obtain additional information or 

comment on the proposed project, please use the contact details below:
Digby Wells Environmental

Nondumiso Gwala
Tel: 011 789 9495, Fax: 011 069 6801.

sh@digbywells.com 
Postal Address: Private Bag X 10046, 

Randburg, 2125. 
 

Project No.: SAS5250
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ENVIRONMENTAL REGULATORY PROCESS FOR 
SURFACE MITIGATION MEASURES PROJECT: PROPOSED 

CONSTRUCTION OF RIVER DIVERSIONS AND FLOOD 
PROTECTION BERMS WITHIN THE LEEUSPRUIT AND 
RIETSPRUIT AT SASOL SIGMA DEFUNCT COLLIERY 

NEAR SASOLBURG, FREE STATE PROVINCE
Sasol Mining’s Sigma Defunct Colliery, (Sigma Defunct Colliery), occupies a mining 
area of approximately 11 643 ha. Mining activities at the Sigma Defunct Colliery were 
conducted under Mining Licences No. 1/2001 and 3/2001, granted by the Department 
of Mineral Resources (DMR). Sigma Defunct Colliery commenced operations in 
1952 with underground mining, holding mineral rights to several coal deposits in the 
Sasolburg district. Underground mining methods was the primary method of extracting 
these reserves and included mechanised board-and-pillar, rib pillar extraction and 
bottom coaling methods. In 1992, the mine became an opencast mine to the most 
north-eastern side of the reserves which occupied a mining area of approximately 385 
ha. The mine utilised truck and shovel methods to extract the coal. All mining ceased in 
2006 where the mine was then rehabilitated (remediated). 
The Sigma Defunct Colliery applied for mine closure and the application and associated 
closure report was submitted to the DMR in 2009. The Sigma Defunct Colliery began 
to implement the proposed mitigation measures, as per the requirements of the 
Closure Plan and the Environmental Management Programme (EMP), to address all 
the significant risks and implement rehabilitation (remediation) measures which were 
required to obtain the closure certificate.  
Two rivers flow through the Sigma mining area namely the Rietspruit and the Leeuspruit. 
Beneath these river courses or floodplains a hazard of pillar failure has been identified 
which can result in subsidence and therefore various mitigation measures have been 
proposed to reduce the significant risk areas to an acceptable risk. The Surface 
Mitigation Measures proposed requires Environmental Authorisation as well as a Water 
Use Licence (WUL). Digby Wells Environmental (hereafter Digby Wells) has therefore 
been appointed by Sasol Mining to undertake the required environmental regulatory 
process required to implement the proposed surface mitigation measures at the Sigma 
Defunct Colliery. The project is considered to be a rehabilitation (remediation) project to 
prevent further damage to the environment. This proactive approach is considered to 
be critical as, without mitigation, pillar failure may occur which may result in subsidence 
and have a significant impact on the Leeuspruit and Rietspruit Rivers. 
Digby Wells Environmental (Digby Wells) has been appointed by Sasol Mining (Pty) 
Ltd to facilitate the Public Participation Process (PPP). The PPP for this project will 
ensure sharing of project information and gathering of comments raised by Interested 
and Affected Parties (I&APs). All I&APs have been invited to participate in this process. 
The Draft Basic Assessment Report will be available for public comment from Tuesday 
16 October 2018 to Thursday 14 November 2018 at the following places

Person Location Contact
Printed Copies

Ms Selloane Mohapi Zamdela Public Library 
3246 Zamdela Community Centre

016 974 2163

Patience Kuno Sasolburg Public Library
9 Brebner Street

016 973 8464 

Electronic Copies
Nondumiso Gwala (www.digbywells.com) under Public 

Documents),
sh@digbywells.com or phone and request 
CD copy 

(011) 789 9495

REGISTRATION AS AN INTERESTED AND/OR AFFECTED PARTY
Should you wish to be registered as an I&AP, to obtain additional information or 

comment on the proposed project, please use the contact details below:
Digby Wells Environmental

Nondumiso Gwala
Tel: 011 789 9495, Fax: 011 069 6801.

sh@digbywells.com 
Postal Address: Private Bag X 10046, 

Randburg, 2125. 
 

Project No.: SAS5250
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