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1 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
1.1 INTRODUCTION 
Public participation provides the opportunity for Interested and Affected Parties (IAPs) to 
participate on an informed basis, and to ensure that their needs and concerns are 
considered during the impact assessment process. In so doing, a sense of ownership of the 
project is vested in both the project proponent and interested or affected parties. The 
Public Participation Process is aimed at achieving the following: 

 Provide opportunities for IAPs and the authorities to obtain clear, accurate and 
understandable information about the expected environmental and socio-
economic impacts of the proposed development; 

 Establish a formal platform for the public with the opportunity to voice their 
concerns and to raise questions regarding the project; 

 Utilise the opportunity to formulate ways for reducing or mitigating any negative 
impacts of the project, and for enhancing its benefits; 

 Enable project proponent to consider the needs, preferences and values of IAPs 
in their decisions; 

 Clear up any misunderstandings about technical issues, resolving disputes and 
reconciling conflicting interests; 

 Provide a proactive indication of issues which may inhibit project progress 
resulting in delays, or which may result in enhanced and shared benefits; and 

 Ensure transparency and accountability in decision-making. 

 
The public participation process f is discussed below: 

 Identification and registration of IAPs in accordance with the EIA regulations 
including: 

o Advertisements  

o Site notices 

o Prescribed IAPs (e.g. neighbours, ward councillor, relevant authorities 
etc.) 

 Notifications to IAPs of the application for Environmental Authorisation; 

 Distribution of a project Background Information Document (BID); 

 Distribution of reports for IAPs' comments.  

 Public meetings; and 

 Authority Meetings. 

 
For this updated EMPR the following was undertaken: 

 Review of the existing of IAPs, and identification of potential new IAPs in 
accordance with the EIA regulations including: 

o Advertisements  

o Site notices 

 Distribution of the updated EMPR IAPs' comments.  



Appendix 15: Public Participation 

Assmang (Pty) Ltd ‐ Black Rock Mining Operations – Environmental Management Programme 

EScience Associates (Pty) Ltd  Page 3

 Authority site meeting. 

 
1.2 PROOF OF SITE NOTICES AND ADVERTISEMENTS 
Refer to the figures below for proof of the public participation process undertaken. No 
comments were received from registered IAPs. No new IAPs registered in response to the 
site notices and advertisements. 
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Figure 1: Advertisement and Site Notice wording 
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Figure 2: Advertisement of EMPR Update ‐ Kalahari Bulletin 
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Figure 3: Advertisement of EMPR Update ‐ Khatu Gazette  
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Figure 4: Evidence of Site Notice ‐ BRMO Main Entrance Notice Board 
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Figure 5: Evidence of Site Notice ‐ BRMO Main Entrance Notice Board 
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Figure 6: Evidence of Site Notice ‐ Nchawning 2 Main Entrance 
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Figure 7: Evidence of Site Notice 
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1.3 DATABASE OF IAPS 

Title 
Name or 
Initials  Surname  Organisation  Address  Electronic Mail  Telephone 

Mrs  Marlaine  Andersen  Leads 2 Business 
P.O. Box  1091, Hilton, 
3245, KZN MarlaineA@L2B.co.za  0333431130 

Mr  Jaison  Rajan  BHP (Samancor Manganese) 

1 Peperboom Avenue, 
Hotazel, 8490, 
Northern Cape jaison.rajan@bhpbilliton.com  053 742 2195 

Mr  David  Mamphitha  BHP (Samancor Manganese) 

1 Peperboom Avenue, 
Hotazel, 8490, 
Northern Cape david.mamphitha@bhpbilliton.com 

Mr  Gert   Olivier  Kudumane Farmers Union  avontuur@harpago.co.za  083 566 2393 

Mrs  Charlmarie  Peche‐Kroeze  Barrange (Pty) Ltd 
P.O. Box 687, 
Fochville, 2515 cpeche@lantic.net  0187713640 

Mr  Danie  Pretorious  Barrange Farm  dpretorius@masterdrilling.com  083 459 0817 

Mr  Kgosietsile  Gaonnwe  Kalagadi Manganese  328 Rivonia Road, Rivonia  Kgosietsile@kalagadi.co.za  0112344154 

Mr  Jeff  Leader  Ntsimbintle mining (Pty) Ltd  jpleader@intekom.co.za  0537231024 

Ms  K.I. 
Jonathan‐
Makhoiole 

John Taolo Gaetsewe District 
Munci. 

4 Federal Mynbou Street, 
Kuruman (P.O. box 37, 
Kuruman)  iris@tsamail.co.za  0537121001 

Mr  Sibongile  Lekiso 
John Taolo Gaetsewe District 
Munci. 

4 Federal Mynbou Street, 
Kuruman (P.O. box 37, 
Kuruman)  iris@tsamail.co.za  0537121001 

John Taolo Gaetsewe District 
Munci.  swarttj@taologaetswe.gov.za 

John Taolo Gaetsewe District 
Munci.  rossouwJ@taologaetswe.gov.za 

Mrs  Marilette  van der Walt  Neighbouring Landowner  P.O. Box 188, Santoy  marilettevdw@brmo.co.za   083310 1373 

Mr  Louwtjie  van der Walt 
Lehating Boere Veereniging 
(Chairman) 

louw.vanderwalt@bhpbilliton.com  
stellewoning@gmail.com  082 493 2857 

Mr  Teboho  Zide  Zyde Investments (Pty) Ltd.  zyde101@rocketmail.com  082 449 2182 

Mr  Ruan  Buhr  Infrasors  Ruan@infrasors.co.za  0112340109 
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Title 
Name or 
Initials  Surname  Organisation  Address  Electronic Mail  Telephone 

Ms   Lorraine  Nobelsa  Department of Water Affairs  nobelar@dwa.gov.za  0538423258 

Mr  E. R.  van Schalkwyk  Farmer ‐ lehating  N/A  0826635192 

Mr  Alan  Roberts  Kalgadi Manganese  alan@kalagadi.co.za  0737353834 

Mr  Gawie  Stols  Farmer ‐ Boerdraai  stolsgawie@gmial.com  0828866629 

Mr  David  Khakhane  NCDENC: Air Quality  khakhane@gmail.com  0718728710 

Mr  Nozie  Mazwie  Water Affairs: Lower Vaal  majolar@dwaf.gov.za  0538020502 

majolar@dwa.gov.za 

Mr  Neo  Leburu  Department of Water Affairs  leburun@dwa.gov.za  0538020508 

Ms  Dineo  Kgosi 
NCDENC: Waste 
Management  dKgosi@ncpg.gov.za  0822523332 

Mr  Louw  van der Walt  Farmer ‐ Lehating  0832975038 

Mr  Bobby  Reyneke 

Neighbouring Farmer 
(landowner of Nchwaning 
257 Portion O RE  hotazel@gmail.com 

053 751 
1464/5 

Ms  L.P  Segapo 
John Taolo Gaetsewe District 
Munci. 

4 Federal Mynbou Street, 
Kuruman (P.O. box 37, 
Kuruman)  phebia.m@gmail.com  0537122502 

Ms.  Phabelo  Simpson 
Joe Morolong Local 
Municipality  psimpson@joemorolong.gov.za  0537739300 

Ms.  Pinky  Maape 
Gasegonyana Local 
Municipaity  maape@ga‐segonyana.gov.za 

Gasegonyana Local 
Municipaity  simon@ga‐segonyana.gov.za 

Ms.  Lerato  Mokhoantle  Department of Water Affairs  MokhoantleL@dwa.gov.za 

Mr.  Julius  Muyorautu 
NCDENC: Environmental 
Quality  jmutyorauta@half.ncape.gov.za  0538077300 

Mr.   Brian  Fischer  NCDENC: Air Quality  bfischer@half.ncape.gov.za 

Ms.  Nditsheni  Ramuhulu 
NCDENC: Impact 
Management  nramuhulu@ncpg.gov.za 
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Title 
Name or 
Initials  Surname  Organisation  Address  Electronic Mail  Telephone 

Mr.  Ntsundeni  Ravhugoni 
Department of Mineral 
Resources  ntsundeni.ravhugoni@dmr.gov.za 

Mrs.  Jacoleen  Mans 
Department of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries  jacolinema@daff.gov.za  0828082737 

Dr.  Mariagrazia  Galimberti  SAHRA  mgalimberti@sahra.org.za 

Mr. 
HJ 
Lampbrecht 

Cornish 
eleanor_L@live.com 

0796655444 

Mr. 

WP van der 
Walt 

Harefield 
wwalt@lantic.net 
wpvdwalt@lantic.net  0737881068 

Mr.  JL Reynecke  Nchwaning  hotazel@gmail.com 
0837019499 

Mr.  Francios 
Erasmus  Donderdraai 

hnseras@gmail.com 

078 210 6438  
0768910303 

Mr   Gerrie  
Van der 
Westhuizen 

John Taolo Gaetsewe District 
Municipality  vanderwesthuizeng@taologaetsewe.gov.za  053 712 8700 

Mr.   Simon   Sebelego  0726028109 

Mr.   Barnett  Seswai  0714046627 

Mr.  Jeffrey  Sesinyi  0786366194 
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1.4 PROOF OF EMAIL NOTIFICATIONS 
 
 
 
 
 



From:                                         James  Pugin
Sent:                                           Monday, April 10, 2017 8:59 AM
To:                                               'bfishcer@ncpg.gov.za'; 'jmutroyauta@ncpg.gov.za'
Cc:                                               Abdul Ebrahim (abdul@escience.co.za)
Subject:                                     Assmang Black Rock Mining Operations, Northern Cape: Notification of Updated

EMPR
Attachments:                          Assmang Black Rock Mining Operations, Northern Cape: Notification of Updated

EMPR; Assmang Black Rock Mining Operations, Northern Cape: Notification of
Updated EMPR

 
Dear Stakeholder,
 
The Black Rock Mine Operations (BRMO) EMPr was formulated prior to the “One Environmental System”
as contemplated in Section 50A(2) of the National Environmental Management Act (Act 107 of 1998) as
amended on 02 September 2014.
 
The EMPr was dated January of 2013, and included the proposed expansion project summarised as
follows:

                 Expansion of the Mine’s Manganese production capacity through provision for two new vertical
mine shafts, a vent shaft and associated surface shaft complexes,   new washing, crushing and
screening plant, upgrading of the HotazelGloria Mine rail link, as well as the establishment of
associated supporting service infrastructure (e.g. change house facilities, administrative offices,
stores,  electricity generation/distribution, water reticulation, sewage management, tailings handling
facilities, rail and roads); and

         Establishment of a new Sinter Plant complex.

Due to significant global economic uncertainty BRMO was compelled to reconsider the extent of mine
expansion and the feasibility of the sinter plant. BRMO took a considered decision to hold off on the
planned expansion and sinter plant installation until such time as economic indicators and demand
forecasts for their manganese products allow more certainty until circa 2017.
 
Approval of the EMPr was issued on 13 December 2013 and stamped on 16 January 2014 (DMR
reference number (NC)30/5/1/2/2/203).
 
This EMPr was compiled in terms of the provisions of section 39 of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources
Development Act, 2002 (Act No 28 of 2002)[MPRDA] and the Mineral and Petroleum Resources
Development Act, 2008 (Act No 49 of 2008)[MPRDA], as amended. Furthermore, the EMPr was compiled
to meet the requirements for the development of an environmental management programme, in terms
of Regulation 33 of the 2010 NEMA EIA Regulations (GN.R 543 of 2010) and S22N of NEMA.
 
Notably the EMPr was formulated in a predictive context based on anticipated expansions and
upgrades at BRMO. As detailed design and subsequent development has proceeded finalisation of
location of various components has been undertaken. Notably the relocation of the rail loop and
postponement of the sinter plant implementation required realignment of certain listed activities which
include:

         Above ground bulk storage of fuel and accompanying fuelling platform. This was intended to
be located in the northern section of the sinter complex, but has been moved to Nchwaning
II. The area used was already disturbed and lies within the Nchwaning footprint, thus the
environmental impact is in fact decreased in comparison to the original location.

                  The authorised tailings facility has been split to facilitate continued operation of tailings
deposition at Nchwaning II. A 21 hectare tailings expansion will therefore be undertaken at
the existing Nchwaning II facility in lieu of an equivalent area at the sinter complex. A
geohydrological assessment was undertaken to this end and concluded that the “Coupled



with low precipitation and high evaporation rates, the transportation of dissolved
contaminants sourced from the TSF is foreseen as a low risk to the groundwater environment.”

None of these updates represent an expansion of the authorised activities. There is no increase in
capacity of total disturbed footprint authorised. There is in fact a reduction in the disturbed footprint
through the relocation to already disturbed areas of some components of the expansion.
 
We trust the above to be clear and succinct. Please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned if you
should require any further information or clarity.
 
Please find the report available at the link below. Please forward any comments you may have within 30
Days (11th May 2017).
 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/fy214k364h1wlar/AAAkisQHglQ6gdhAI05NUNia?dl=0
 
 
Regards,
James Pugin
 

 
EScience Associates (Pty) Ltd
Email: james@escience.co.za
Tel: 011 718 6380
Fax: 0866 924 840
Web:   www.escience.co.za
PO Box 2950, Saxonwold, 2132
9 Victoria Street, Oaklands, Johannesburg, 2192
VAT No: 473 025 4416
Reg No: 2009/014472/07
 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/fy214k364h1wlar/AAAkis-QHglQ6gdhAI05NUNia?dl=0
mailto:james@escience.co.za
http://www.escience.co.za/


From:                                         James  Pugin
Sent:                                           Friday, April 7, 2017 3:17 PM
To:                                               'Teboho Zide'; 'Tshepo Bloom'; 'WP van der Walt'; 'WP van der Walt'
Cc:                                               Abdul Ebrahim
Subject:                                     Assmang Black Rock Mining Operations, Northern Cape: Notification of Updated

EMPR
 
Dear Stakeholder,
 
The Black Rock Mine Operations (BRMO) EMPr was formulated prior to the “One Environmental System”
as contemplated in Section 50A(2) of the National Environmental Management Act (Act 107 of 1998) as
amended on 02 September 2014.
 
The EMPr was dated January of 2013, and included the proposed expansion project summarised as
follows:

                 Expansion of the Mine’s Manganese production capacity through provision for two new vertical
mine shafts, a vent shaft and associated surface shaft complexes,   new washing, crushing and
screening plant, upgrading of the HotazelGloria Mine rail link, as well as the establishment of
associated supporting service infrastructure (e.g. change house facilities, administrative offices,
stores,  electricity generation/distribution, water reticulation, sewage management, tailings handling
facilities, rail and roads); and

         Establishment of a new Sinter Plant complex.

Due to significant global economic uncertainty BRMO was compelled to reconsider the extent of mine
expansion and the feasibility of the sinter plant. BRMO took a considered decision to hold off on the
planned expansion and sinter plant installation until such time as economic indicators and demand
forecasts for their manganese products allow more certainty until circa 2017.
 
Approval of the EMPr was issued on 13 December 2013 and stamped on 16 January 2014 (DMR
reference number (NC)30/5/1/2/2/203).
 
This EMPr was compiled in terms of the provisions of section 39 of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources
Development Act, 2002 (Act No 28 of 2002)[MPRDA] and the Mineral and Petroleum Resources
Development Act, 2008 (Act No 49 of 2008)[MPRDA], as amended. Furthermore, the EMPr was compiled
to meet the requirements for the development of an environmental management programme, in terms
of Regulation 33 of the 2010 NEMA EIA Regulations (GN.R 543 of 2010) and S22N of NEMA.
 
Notably the EMPr was formulated in a predictive context based on anticipated expansions and
upgrades at BRMO. As detailed design and subsequent development has proceeded finalisation of
location of various components has been undertaken. Notably the relocation of the rail loop and
postponement of the sinter plant implementation required realignment of certain listed activities which
include:

         Above ground bulk storage of fuel and accompanying fuelling platform. This was intended to
be located in the northern section of the sinter complex, but has been moved to Nchwaning
II. The area used was already disturbed and lies within the Nchwaning footprint, thus the
environmental impact is in fact decreased in comparison to the original location.

                  The authorised tailings facility has been split to facilitate continued operation of tailings
deposition at Nchwaning II. A 21 hectare tailings expansion will therefore be undertaken at
the existing Nchwaning II facility in lieu of an equivalent area at the sinter complex. A
geohydrological assessment was undertaken to this end and concluded that the “Coupled
with low precipitation and high evaporation rates, the transportation of dissolved
contaminants sourced from the TSF is foreseen as a low risk to the groundwater environment.”

None of these updates represent an expansion of the authorised activities. There is no increase in



capacity of total disturbed footprint authorised. There is in fact a reduction in the disturbed footprint
through the relocation to already disturbed areas of some components of the expansion.
 
We trust the above to be clear and succinct. Please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned if you
should require any further information or clarity.
 
Please find the report available at the link below. Please forward any comments you may have within 30
Days (11th May 2017).
 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/fy214k364h1wlar/AAAkisQHglQ6gdhAI05NUNia?dl=0
 
Regards,
James Pugin
 

 
EScience Associates (Pty) Ltd
Email: james@escience.co.za
Tel: 011 718 6380
Fax: 0866 924 840
Web:   www.escience.co.za
PO Box 2950, Saxonwold, 2132
9 Victoria Street, Oaklands, Johannesburg, 2192
VAT No: 473 025 4416
Reg No: 2009/014472/07
 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/fy214k364h1wlar/AAAkis-QHglQ6gdhAI05NUNia?dl=0
mailto:james@escience.co.za
http://www.escience.co.za/


From:                                         James  Pugin
Sent:                                           Friday, April 7, 2017 3:15 PM
To:                                               'Marlaine Andersen'; 'Maserame Conny(Connie) Mashishi'; 'Nditsheni Ramuhulu';

'Neo Leburu'; 'Nozie Mazwie'; 'Ntsundeni Ravhugoni'; 'Phabelo Simpson'; 'Pinky
Maape'; 'R Majola'; 'Ruan Buhr'; 'SAHRA'; 'Sebusho Sipho'; 'Sibongile Lekiso'; 'Simon';
'Sunday Mabaso'; 'Sylvia Moholo'; 'Teboho Zide'

Cc:                                               Abdul Ebrahim
Subject:                                     Assmang Black Rock Mining Operations, Northern Cape: Notification of Updated

EMPR
 
Dear Stakeholder,
 
The Black Rock Mine Operations (BRMO) EMPr was formulated prior to the “One Environmental System”
as contemplated in Section 50A(2) of the National Environmental Management Act (Act 107 of 1998) as
amended on 02 September 2014.
 
The EMPr was dated January of 2013, and included the proposed expansion project summarised as
follows:

                 Expansion of the Mine’s Manganese production capacity through provision for two new vertical
mine shafts, a vent shaft and associated surface shaft complexes,   new washing, crushing and
screening plant, upgrading of the HotazelGloria Mine rail link, as well as the establishment of
associated supporting service infrastructure (e.g. change house facilities, administrative offices,
stores,  electricity generation/distribution, water reticulation, sewage management, tailings handling
facilities, rail and roads); and

         Establishment of a new Sinter Plant complex.

Due to significant global economic uncertainty BRMO was compelled to reconsider the extent of mine
expansion and the feasibility of the sinter plant. BRMO took a considered decision to hold off on the
planned expansion and sinter plant installation until such time as economic indicators and demand
forecasts for their manganese products allow more certainty until circa 2017.
 
Approval of the EMPr was issued on 13 December 2013 and stamped on 16 January 2014 (DMR
reference number (NC)30/5/1/2/2/203).
 
This EMPr was compiled in terms of the provisions of section 39 of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources
Development Act, 2002 (Act No 28 of 2002)[MPRDA] and the Mineral and Petroleum Resources
Development Act, 2008 (Act No 49 of 2008)[MPRDA], as amended. Furthermore, the EMPr was compiled
to meet the requirements for the development of an environmental management programme, in terms
of Regulation 33 of the 2010 NEMA EIA Regulations (GN.R 543 of 2010) and S22N of NEMA.
 
Notably the EMPr was formulated in a predictive context based on anticipated expansions and
upgrades at BRMO. As detailed design and subsequent development has proceeded finalisation of
location of various components has been undertaken. Notably the relocation of the rail loop and
postponement of the sinter plant implementation required realignment of certain listed activities which
include:

         Above ground bulk storage of fuel and accompanying fuelling platform. This was intended to
be located in the northern section of the sinter complex, but has been moved to Nchwaning
II. The area used was already disturbed and lies within the Nchwaning footprint, thus the
environmental impact is in fact decreased in comparison to the original location.

                  The authorised tailings facility has been split to facilitate continued operation of tailings
deposition at Nchwaning II. A 21 hectare tailings expansion will therefore be undertaken at
the existing Nchwaning II facility in lieu of an equivalent area at the sinter complex. A
geohydrological assessment was undertaken to this end and concluded that the “Coupled



with low precipitation and high evaporation rates, the transportation of dissolved
contaminants sourced from the TSF is foreseen as a low risk to the groundwater environment.”

None of these updates represent an expansion of the authorised activities. There is no increase in
capacity of total disturbed footprint authorised. There is in fact a reduction in the disturbed footprint
through the relocation to already disturbed areas of some components of the expansion.
 
We trust the above to be clear and succinct. Please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned if you
should require any further information or clarity.
 
Please find the report available at the link below. Please forward any comments you may have within 30
Days (11th May 2017).
 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/fy214k364h1wlar/AAAkisQHglQ6gdhAI05NUNia?dl=0
 
Regards,
James Pugin
 

 
EScience Associates (Pty) Ltd
Email: james@escience.co.za
Tel: 011 718 6380
Fax: 0866 924 840
Web:   www.escience.co.za
PO Box 2950, Saxonwold, 2132
9 Victoria Street, Oaklands, Johannesburg, 2192
VAT No: 473 025 4416
Reg No: 2009/014472/07
 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/fy214k364h1wlar/AAAkis-QHglQ6gdhAI05NUNia?dl=0
mailto:james@escience.co.za
http://www.escience.co.za/


From:                                         James  Pugin
Sent:                                           Friday, April 7, 2017 3:13 PM
To:                                               'Jacoleen Mans'; 'Jaison Rajan'; 'Jeff Leader'; 'JL Reynecke'; 'Joe Morolong LM'; 'John

Taolo Gaetsewe DM'; 'Julius Muyorautu'; 'K.I. Jonathan‐Makhoiole'; 'Kgosietsile
Gaonnwe'; 'L.P Segapo'; 'Lerato Mokhoantle'; 'Lorraine Nobelsa'; 'Louwtjie van der
Walt'; 'Louwtjie van der Walt'; 'Mariagrazia Galimberti'; 'Marilette van der Walt'

Cc:                                               Abdul Ebrahim
Subject:                                     Assmang Black Rock Mining Operations, Northern Cape: Notification of Updated

EMPR
 
Dear Stakeholder,
 
The Black Rock Mine Operations (BRMO) EMPr was formulated prior to the “One Environmental System”
as contemplated in Section 50A(2) of the National Environmental Management Act (Act 107 of 1998) as
amended on 02 September 2014.
 
The EMPr was dated January of 2013, and included the proposed expansion project summarised as
follows:

                 Expansion of the Mine’s Manganese production capacity through provision for two new vertical
mine shafts, a vent shaft and associated surface shaft complexes,   new washing, crushing and
screening plant, upgrading of the HotazelGloria Mine rail link, as well as the establishment of
associated supporting service infrastructure (e.g. change house facilities, administrative offices,
stores,  electricity generation/distribution, water reticulation, sewage management, tailings handling
facilities, rail and roads); and

         Establishment of a new Sinter Plant complex.

Due to significant global economic uncertainty BRMO was compelled to reconsider the extent of mine
expansion and the feasibility of the sinter plant. BRMO took a considered decision to hold off on the
planned expansion and sinter plant installation until such time as economic indicators and demand
forecasts for their manganese products allow more certainty until circa 2017.
 
Approval of the EMPr was issued on 13 December 2013 and stamped on 16 January 2014 (DMR
reference number (NC)30/5/1/2/2/203).
 
This EMPr was compiled in terms of the provisions of section 39 of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources
Development Act, 2002 (Act No 28 of 2002)[MPRDA] and the Mineral and Petroleum Resources
Development Act, 2008 (Act No 49 of 2008)[MPRDA], as amended. Furthermore, the EMPr was compiled
to meet the requirements for the development of an environmental management programme, in terms
of Regulation 33 of the 2010 NEMA EIA Regulations (GN.R 543 of 2010) and S22N of NEMA.
 
Notably the EMPr was formulated in a predictive context based on anticipated expansions and
upgrades at BRMO. As detailed design and subsequent development has proceeded finalisation of
location of various components has been undertaken. Notably the relocation of the rail loop and
postponement of the sinter plant implementation required realignment of certain listed activities which
include:

         Above ground bulk storage of fuel and accompanying fuelling platform. This was intended to
be located in the northern section of the sinter complex, but has been moved to Nchwaning
II. The area used was already disturbed and lies within the Nchwaning footprint, thus the
environmental impact is in fact decreased in comparison to the original location.

                  The authorised tailings facility has been split to facilitate continued operation of tailings
deposition at Nchwaning II. A 21 hectare tailings expansion will therefore be undertaken at
the existing Nchwaning II facility in lieu of an equivalent area at the sinter complex. A
geohydrological assessment was undertaken to this end and concluded that the “Coupled



with low precipitation and high evaporation rates, the transportation of dissolved
contaminants sourced from the TSF is foreseen as a low risk to the groundwater environment.”

None of these updates represent an expansion of the authorised activities. There is no increase in
capacity of total disturbed footprint authorised. There is in fact a reduction in the disturbed footprint
through the relocation to already disturbed areas of some components of the expansion.
 
We trust the above to be clear and succinct. Please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned if you
should require any further information or clarity.
 
Please find the report available at the link below. Please forward any comments you may have within 30
Days (11th May 2017).
 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/fy214k364h1wlar/AAAkisQHglQ6gdhAI05NUNia?dl=0
 
Regards,
James Pugin
 

 
EScience Associates (Pty) Ltd
Email: james@escience.co.za
Tel: 011 718 6380
Fax: 0866 924 840
Web:   www.escience.co.za
PO Box 2950, Saxonwold, 2132
9 Victoria Street, Oaklands, Johannesburg, 2192
VAT No: 473 025 4416
Reg No: 2009/014472/07
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From:                                         James  Pugin
Sent:                                           Friday, April 7, 2017 3:08 PM
To:                                               'Abader Ishaam'; 'Alan Roberts'; 'Bobby Reyneke'; 'Brian Fischer'; 'Charlmarie Peche‐

Kroeze'; 'Danie Pretorious'; 'David Khakhane'; 'David Mamphitha'; 'Dineo Kgosi';
'Francios  Erasmus'; 'Gaborone Eric'; 'Gawie Stols'; 'Gerrie  Van der Westhuizen'; 'Gert 
Olivier'; 'HJ Lampbrecht'; 'J Rossouw'; 'J Swart'

Cc:                                               Abdul Ebrahim (abdul@escience.co.za)
Subject:                                     Assmang Black Rock Mining Operations, Northern Cape: Notification of Updated

EMPR
 
Dear Stakeholder,
 
The Black Rock Mine Operations (BRMO) EMPr was formulated prior to the “One Environmental System”
as contemplated in Section 50A(2) of the National Environmental Management Act (Act 107 of 1998) as
amended on 02 September 2014.
 
The EMPr was dated January of 2013, and included the proposed expansion project summarised as
follows:

                 Expansion of the Mine’s Manganese production capacity through provision for two new vertical
mine shafts, a vent shaft and associated surface shaft complexes,   new washing, crushing and
screening plant, upgrading of the HotazelGloria Mine rail link, as well as the establishment of
associated supporting service infrastructure (e.g. change house facilities, administrative offices,
stores,  electricity generation/distribution, water reticulation, sewage management, tailings handling
facilities, rail and roads); and

         Establishment of a new Sinter Plant complex.

Due to significant global economic uncertainty BRMO was compelled to reconsider the extent of mine
expansion and the feasibility of the sinter plant. BRMO took a considered decision to hold off on the
planned expansion and sinter plant installation until such time as economic indicators and demand
forecasts for their manganese products allow more certainty until circa 2017.
 
Approval of the EMPr was issued on 13 December 2013 and stamped on 16 January 2014 (DMR
reference number (NC)30/5/1/2/2/203).
 
This EMPr was compiled in terms of the provisions of section 39 of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources
Development Act, 2002 (Act No 28 of 2002)[MPRDA] and the Mineral and Petroleum Resources
Development Act, 2008 (Act No 49 of 2008)[MPRDA], as amended. Furthermore, the EMPr was compiled
to meet the requirements for the development of an environmental management programme, in terms
of Regulation 33 of the 2010 NEMA EIA Regulations (GN.R 543 of 2010) and S22N of NEMA.
 
Notably the EMPr was formulated in a predictive context based on anticipated expansions and
upgrades at BRMO. As detailed design and subsequent development has proceeded finalisation of
location of various components has been undertaken. Notably the relocation of the rail loop and
postponement of the sinter plant implementation required realignment of certain listed activities which
include:

         Above ground bulk storage of fuel and accompanying fuelling platform. This was intended to
be located in the northern section of the sinter complex, but has been moved to Nchwaning
II. The area used was already disturbed and lies within the Nchwaning footprint, thus the
environmental impact is in fact decreased in comparison to the original location.

                  The authorised tailings facility has been split to facilitate continued operation of tailings
deposition at Nchwaning II. A 21 hectare tailings expansion will therefore be undertaken at
the existing Nchwaning II facility in lieu of an equivalent area at the sinter complex. A
geohydrological assessment was undertaken to this end and concluded that the “Coupled



with low precipitation and high evaporation rates, the transportation of dissolved
contaminants sourced from the TSF is foreseen as a low risk to the groundwater environment.”

None of these updates represent an expansion of the authorised activities. There is no increase in
capacity of total disturbed footprint authorised. There is in fact a reduction in the disturbed footprint
through the relocation to already disturbed areas of some components of the expansion.
 
We trust the above to be clear and succinct. Please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned if you
should require any further information or clarity.
 
Please find the report available at the link below. Please forward any comments you may have within 30
Days (11th May 2017).
 
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/fy214k364h1wlar/AAAkisQHglQ6gdhAI05NUNia?dl=0
 
Regards,
James Pugin
 

 
EScience Associates (Pty) Ltd
Email: james@escience.co.za
Tel: 011 718 6380
Fax: 0866 924 840
Web:   www.escience.co.za
PO Box 2950, Saxonwold, 2132
9 Victoria Street, Oaklands, Johannesburg, 2192
VAT No: 473 025 4416
Reg No: 2009/014472/07
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