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2. Written notices issued to identified I&AP’s 
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3.  Proof of newspaper advertisements 

 Platinum Weekly of 14 February 2020 
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 Rustenburg Herald of 14 February 2020 
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5. Minutes of any public and/or stakeholder meetings 

23 November 2020 – Site visit with various officials from the Department of Economic 
Development, Environment, Conservation & Tourism, Directorate: Environmental 
Services (DEDECT).  
 
Various issues that were raised, identified and addressed are summarised below, as provided 
by Thato Loeto. 

 

 Discussion of Site Alternatives or information considered in determining the preferred site, also 
include previously identified/ considered site alternatives 

 Clarity on government involvement in relocating community for furtherance of private mining 
activities, information on agreement between the mine and government regarding donation of the 
land to government for housing beneficiaries – it was said that the purpose of the development is 
to relocate a community off land which has to be mined.  

 If development is to relocate existing settlement then there can be possible justification for the 
choice of site if beneficiaries are consulted on the impacts but if development is for beneficiaries 
not currently residing at existing settlements discussed in the report but are from elsewhere on 
the government housing beneficiaries database then there is no justification of government 
expenditure on an unsuitable site - Significant Negative Social Impacts.  

 Clarity on the relation between land owner, the applicant, the mine and government for the 
intended purpose of this particular housing project.   

 Information of rehabilitated mined land – discussion of the extent of the mining activities on the 
site, how mine rehabilitation was done and specific geological study to report on the 
effectiveness/ success of the rehabilitated land and it’s suitability for housing purposes as 
proposed. TLB excavation is not sufficient to determine effectiveness of rehabilitation of deep 
mining excavations – core drill type of technology will determine ground stability at greater depths 

 Air Quality impact assessment on the site given proximity of mine slimedams and the mitigation 
which are relevant to high density housing development. Findings of the baseline study were not 
set on onsite sampling.   

 Illustration of type of foundation designs (part of facility illustrations) in line with findings and 
recommendations of the geotechnical report –RDP house foundation designs on this site must be 
according to the recommendations. 

 Also Refer to letter dated 04/11/2020  -Comments on Draft Environmental Impact Assessment 
Report 

 

Responses to these matters are addressed in the body of the report  
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6. Comments and Responses Report 

Raised by Nature / Issue / Comment Response 

Comments made on the application 

Sandra Reyneke 
Sasol Gas 
17/2/2020 

Services not affected nil 

Riaan Barnard 
Sibanye Stillwater 
14/2/2020 

Wish to be registered Will ensure all documentation is made available during the 
Environmental Impact Assessment process 

Pierre Kruger 
Sibanye Stillwater 
14/2/2020 

Wish to be registered Will ensure all documentation is made available during the 
Environmental Impact Assessment process 

Addie Botha 
8/3/2020 
 

Wish to be registered Will ensure all documentation is made available during the 
Environmental Impact Assessment process 

Ria Barkhuizen 
SANRAL 
2/3/2020 

SANRAL not affected nil 

T Maluke 
Tharisa Mine 

Wish to be registered Will ensure all documentation is made available during the 
Environmental Impact Assessment process 

Ramotswa Moleta 
Paulisto Project Manager 
 

Wish to be registered Will ensure all documentation is made available during the 
Environmental Impact Assessment process 

Kelebogile Mekgoe 
Integrated Environmental Management,  
Rustenburg Local Municipality 

 Will ensure all documentation is made available during the 
Environmental Impact Assessment process 

Tshepo Lenake 
Health and Environmental Services  
Bojanala Platinum District Municipality 

 Will ensure all documentation is made available during the 
Environmental Impact Assessment process 

Phumudzo Nethwadzi 
Dept of Mineral Resources 

 Will ensure all documentation is made available during the 
Environmental Impact Assessment process 

Comments made on the Draft Scoping Report 
 

Sandra Reyneke 
Sasol Gas 

Services not affected nil 
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19/3/2020 

Ria Barkhuizen 
SANRAL 
25/6/2020 

SANRAL not affected nil 

Thato Loeto 
DEDECT 
4/6/2020 

There were technical errors related to the 
application form. 
 
It is required the comments be obtained from 
DMR, due to the presence of the mined land on 
the site. 
 
Comments from SAHRA on the Heritage report 
were requested 
 
Reference is made to the agricultural potential of 
the land 

The application form was corrected and submitted to DEDECT 
 
We have requested Tharisa to contact DMR officials to pressure 
them for their comments, which we intend to incorporate in the EIA 
report 
 
 
Comments from SAHRA on the Heritage report are in the process of 
being obtained which we intend to incorporate in the EIA report 
 
Initiatives related to the agricultural land are in process and will be 
incorporated in the EIA report 
 
 

 
Comments made on the Final Scoping Report 

 

Thato Loeto 
DEDECT 
22/9/2020 

Approval of the Final Scoping Report  Nil 

   

Comments made on the Draft Environmental Impact Assessment Report 
 

Kelebogile Mekgoe 
Rustenburg Local Municipality 
Directorate Community Development 
5/11/2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A summary of the application is provided, the 
background and objectives of the project. 
Various features noted during the site visit are 
tabulated. 
An overview of the Districts EMF zones is 
provided and it is noted that the application 
various from compatible to incompatible, but it is 
noted that the site was historically disturbed. 
 
The findings note: that the surrounding area is 
dominate by mining, agriculture and 
development. The watercourse was noted, as 
well as its disturbance. 

Noted 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Noted 
 
noted 
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Requested communication from DME on the sites 
closure and rehabilitation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Comments on the air quality assessment are also 
noted. 

The EAP has undertaken exhaustive measures to obtain comments 
and input from the DMR, including assistance from the Mine-client. 
DMR have been provided with notification of all the Scoping and 
Environmental Impact Assessment documents and personal 
communications have also been made. A single response WAS 
finally obtained, requesting extension of time to comment on the 
Draft EIAR, but no comment was finally forthcoming. Due to the 
urgency of this project, further time delays could not be given. 
 
It should be noted that the air quality conditions need to be 
considered and evaluated within a broader context in terms of the 
reason for the project and its very high priority, ie to relocate 
and accommodate a distressed mining community. It has been 
previously noted that this site has supreme priority for Tharisa Mine 
to develop for the resettlement of the Mmwaditlhokwa and 
Lapologang communities, due to their planned and imminent 
mining activities in the area where these communities are 
currently located.  
 
Whilst it has been acknowledged that the site is not ideal in terms of 
air quality, it is similarly located as much of the existing Marikana 
housing areas. The location has other positive implications and 
benefits, which include its proximity to the mines where many of the 
community already have employment, close to social amenities, 
transport facilities, retail and schooling facilities. 
 
The negative impacts of the air quality, therefore, need to be 
considered in terms of finding a BALANCE in PRIORITIES, 
particularly as it is possible to install / construct and implement 
mitigation and remedial measures in the development and 
housing, to reduce the impact of the air quality, wind-blown dust, etc, 
whilst it is NOT possible to find alternative suitable housing sites, 
which meet all the above listed social and employment needs of the 
communities.   
 

Thato Loeto 
DEDECT 
4/11/2020 
 
 
 
 

Error on page 13 
The term “Refer Error! Reference not found” 
 
For linear bulk services, co-ordinates along the 
route are required. 
 

Errors on pg 13 amended 
All “Errors – not found”  have been amended and repaired 
 
There are no linear services outside the application site contained in 
this application for Environmental Authorisation. 
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 Provide co-ordinates for the reservoir and 
sewerage treatment plant 
 
 
 
 
Request suitable foundation and building design 
drawings to address areas or problematic 
subsurface designs. 
 
Concerns have been raised about the air quality 
assessment and the implications to the site. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Proof of correspondence with DMR 
 

There are contained in the body of the report, however,  

 Potential reservoir would be located at approximately 25° 43’10” 
S, 27°30’13” E 

 Proposed sewerage plant Approximate location at 25° 42’33” S, 
27° 29’59” E 

 
Designs and drawings for raft foundations, concrete slabs and also 
for re-inforced raft and slab foundations, as well as strip foundations/ 
footings have been included in Appendix 8. 
 
It should be noted that the air quality conditions need to be 
considered and evaluated within a broader context in terms of the 
reason for the project and its very high priority, ie to relocate 
and accommodate a distressed mining community. It has been 
previously noted that this site has supreme priority for Tharisa Mine 
to develop for the resettlement of the Mmwaditlhokwa and 
Lapologang communities, due to their planned and imminent 
mining activities in the area where these communities are 
currently located.  
 
Whilst it has been acknowledged that the site is not ideal in terms of 
air quality, it is similarly located as much of the existing Marikana 
housing areas. The location has other positive implications and 
benefits, which include its proximity to the mines where many of the 
community already have employment, close to social amenities, 
transport facilities, retail and schooling facilities. 
 
The negative impacts of the air quality, therefore, need to be 
considered in terms of finding a BALANCE in PRIORITIES, 
particularly as it is possible to install / construct and implement 
mitigation and remedial measures in the development and 
housing, to reduce the impact of the air quality, wind-blown dust, etc, 
whilst it is NOT possible to find alternative suitable housing sites, 
which meet all the above listed social and employment needs of the 
communities.   
 
The EAP has undertaken exhaustive measures to ensure the DMR 
is informed and to obtain their comments and input, including 
accessing the assistance from the Mine (client). The DMR have 
been provided with notification of all the Scoping (draft and final) and 
the draft Environmental Impact Assessment documents and, 
additionally, personal communications have also been made.  
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A single response WAS finally obtained, requesting extension of 
time to comment on the Draft EIAR, which we agreed to, but no 
comment was finally forthcoming. Due to the urgency of this project, 
the need to obtain a decision and to be able resettle the distressed 
community, further time delays could not be given 
 

Natasha Higgitt 
South African Heritage Resources 
Agency 
25/11/2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Refers to the HIA submitted identifying the 
graveyard, rate high significance. Notes the 
specialist recommendations, noting the graveyard 
will remain undisturbed and retained in-situ. 
Notes the Dept has no objections, supports the 
specialist recommendations, support the retention 
of a 30m buffer along the river where the 
graveyard is located. 
 
If any further archaeological finding are unearthed 
during construction, the SAHRA APM Unit Dept 
must be alerted. If any unmarked human burials 
are uncovered, the SAHRA Burial Grounds and 
Graves (BGG) Unit must be alerted 
 
If heritage resources are uncovered during the 
course of the development, a professional 
archaeologist or palaeontologist, depending on 
the nature of the finds, must be contracted as 
soon as possible to inspect the heritage resource. 
If the newly discovered heritage resources prove 
to be of archaeological or palaeontological 
significance, a Phase 2 rescue operation may be 
required subject to permits issued by SAHRA; 
 
The Final EIA and EMPr must be submitted to 
SAHRA for record purposes and the 
Environmental Authorisation must be 
communicated to SAHRA and uploaded to the 
SAHRIS Case application. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Noted and included in the EMPr 
 
 
 
 
 
Noted and included in the EMPr 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Noted  
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7. Copy of the Register of I&AP’s 
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8. Comments Received from I&AP’s on Registration 
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9. Comments Received from I&AP’s on the Scoping Report 
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10. Comments Received from I&AP’s on the Environmental Impact Assessment Report 
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