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Nicholas Arnott

From: Andrew Turner <aaturner@capenature.co.za>

Sent: 01 September 2015 01:54 PM

To: Nicholas Arnott

Cc: aduffell-canham@capenature.co.za

Subject: Re: FW: RHINO OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION SOUTH AFRICA - PROPOSED EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES IN TWO AREAS 

OFF THE SOUTH-WEST COAST OF SOUTH AFRICA (PASA REF NO’S: 12/3/292 ER AND 12/3/293 ER): PROJECT 

NOTIFICATION AND AVAILABILITY OF BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOC...

Dear Nicholas, 

 

In light of the short notice given and a temporary constraint on the staff we have available to respond to this 

application I hereby request extension for delivery of our comment until the 14 September at the earliest. Please 

let me know if this is acceptable. 

 

 

Regards, 

 
Dr Andrew Turner 

Knowledge Manager 

Scientific Services 

CapeNature (Western Cape Nature Conservation Board) 

P Bag X 5014 Stellenbosch 7599 

E-mail: aaturner@capenature.co.za 

Website: www.capenature.co.za 

Tel:    021-866 8001  

Fax:   021-866 1523 

Cell:   082-453 3708 

Fax to E-Mail: 086 529 4895 
 

On Tue, Sep 1, 2015 at 9:05 AM, Nicholas Arnott <narnott@slrconsulting.com> wrote: 

Good Morning, 

  

In response to the out-of-office reply I received from Rhet, please see email below and attached correspondence 

regarding proposed exploration activities in two areas off the South-West Coast of South Africa. 

  

Kind Regards 

  

From: Nicholas Arnott  

Sent: 28 August 2015 05:19 PM 
To: landuse@capenature.co.za 

Subject: RHINO OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION SOUTH AFRICA - PROPOSED EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES IN TWO AREAS 

OFF THE SOUTH-WEST COAST OF SOUTH AFRICA (PASA REF NO’S: 12/3/292 ER AND 12/3/293 ER): PROJECT 
NOTIFICATION AND AVAILABILITY OF BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT 

  

Dear Sir / Madam 
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Nicholas Arnott

From: Alana Duffell-Canham <aduffell-canham@capenature.co.za>

Sent: 02 September 2015 08:36 AM

To: Nicholas Arnott; Andrew Turner

Cc: Jeremy Blood; Mandy Kula; Rhett Smart

Subject: RE: FW: RHINO OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION SOUTH AFRICA - PROPOSED EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES IN TWO AREAS 

OFF THE SOUTH-WEST COAST OF SOUTH AFRICA (PASA REF NO’S: 12/3/292 ER AND 12/3/293 ER): PROJECT 

NOTIFICATION AND AVAILABILITY OF BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOC...

Attachments: CapeNature requirements for development applications 2015.pdf

Dear Nicholas 
  
  
Please register CapeNature as a commenting authority for this application. Although we currently do not have the 

capacity to comment on the BID for this project, we would like to comment on the Draft Scoping Report when it is 

available. 
  
In the interim, please keep on record and refer to our standard letter (attached) which outlines CapeNature’s 

requirements for commenting on development applications.  
  
  
Kind regards,  
Alana 
  
  
  

Alana Duffell-Canham 
Scientist: Land-use 

 
  

tel +27 21 866 8029 | fax +27 21 866 1523  | cell +27 082 727 2691 
email aduffell-canham@capenature.co.za | fax2email +27 86 529 3475  
postal Private Bag x5014 Stellenbosch 7599 
physical Assegaaibosch Nature Reserve Jonkershoek Road Stellenbosch 
www.capenature.co.za 

   

  
  

From: Nicholas Arnott [mailto:narnott@slrconsulting.com]  

Sent: 01 September 2015 16:41 PM 

To: Andrew Turner <aaturner@capenature.co.za> 

Cc: aduffell-canham@capenature.co.za; Jeremy Blood <jblood@slrconsulting.com>; Mandy Kula 

<mkula@slrconsulting.com> 

Subject: RE: FW: RHINO OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION SOUTH AFRICA - PROPOSED EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES IN TWO 

AREAS OFF THE SOUTH-WEST COAST OF SOUTH AFRICA (PASA REF NO’S: 12/3/292 ER AND 12/3/293 ER): PROJECT 

NOTIFICATION AND AVAILABILITY OF BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOC... 

  
Good Afternoon Andrew, 
  
Thank you for your response. Due to the timeframes imposed by the EIA Regulations 2014 we will be required to make 

the Scoping Report available for comment by the 11
th

 of September 2015. Realistically we would need to get your 

comments by the 7
th

, or the 8
th

 by the latest, to incorporate them into the Scoping Report. 
  
Should you only be able to send your comments by the 14

th
, we would incorporate them into the revised Scoping Report 

which will be submitted to the Petroleum Agency of South Africa (PASA). Alternatively you can provide comment on the 

Scoping Report itself. 
  



From: JanetC
To: Imraan Banderker
Cc: Jeremy Blood; Nicholas Arnott
Subject: RE: RHINO OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION SOUTH AFRICA - PROPOSED EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES IN TWO

AREAS OFF THE SOUTH-WEST COAST OF SOUTH AFRICA (PASA REF NO’S: 12/3/292 ER AND 12/3/293
ER): PROJECT NOTIFICATION AND AVAILABILITY OF BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT

Date: 04 September 2015 12:52:11 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png

Dear Imraan
 
I would like to register as an I&AP – please email me the registration form, which I seem
to have misplaced. I also intend to comment on the bid by Monday’s deadline.
 
Regards
Janet Coetzee
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
From: Imraan Banderker [mailto:ibanderker@slrconsulting.com] 
Sent: 04 August 2015 04:55 PM
To: Imraan Banderker
Cc: Jeremy Blood; Nicholas Arnott
Subject: RHINO OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION SOUTH AFRICA - PROPOSED EXPLORATION
ACTIVITIES IN TWO AREAS OFF THE SOUTH-WEST COAST OF SOUTH AFRICA (PASA REF NO’S:
12/3/292 ER AND 12/3/293 ER): PROJECT NOTIFICATION AND AVAILABILITY OF BACKGROUND
INFORMATION DOCUMENT
 
Dear Sir / Madam
 
The attached letter and Background Information Document (BID) provides information regarding the
applications by Rhino Oil and Gas Exploration South Africa (Pty) Ltd (“Rhino”) to undertake exploration
activities for oil and gas in two exploration licence areas off the South-West Coast of South Africa.
 
In this regard, Rhino has lodged separate applications for Exploration Rights over each of these two areas
with the Petroleum Agency of South Africa (PASA) in terms of Section 79 of the Mineral and Petroleum
Resources Development Act, 2002 (No. 28 of 2002) (MPRDA), as amended. 
 

mailto:JanetC@daff.gov.za
mailto:ibanderker@slrconsulting.com
mailto:jblood@slrconsulting.com
mailto:narnott@slrconsulting.com




A BID providing preliminary project details has been compiled and distributed for a 30-day comment period
from 5 August to 7 September 2015 (which makes provision for the two public holidays in August). A copy
of the BID is enclosed for your information.
 
If you or your organisation would like to register as an interested and affected party and/or wish to raise any
initial issues or concerns regarding either of either of these application processes, please make use of the
attached Registration and Response Form and forward it to our Mr Jeremy Blood
(jeremy@ccaenvironmental.co.za) by no later than 7 September 2015.
 
Notice is also hereby given that an Information-sharing Meeting will be held in Cape Town on 20 August
2015. The purpose of this meeting is to provide a basic overview of the Exploration Rights applications and
allow an opportunity to raise any issues or concerns.  The details of this meeting are provided below:
 

Venue: Two Oceans Aquarium, Dock Road, V&A
Waterfront: The Auditorium

Time: 17h30
 
Should you have any queries in this regard please do not hesitate to contact Mr Jeremy Blood.
 
Yours sincerely
Imraan Banderker
On Behalf of Jonathan Crowther

 

Imraan Banderker
Environmental Consultant
CCA Environmental (Pty) Ltd

 

Email:ibanderker@slrconsulting.com
imraan@ccaenvironmental.co.za

Tel: +27 21 461 1118
Fax: +27 21 461 1120

 

CCA Environmental
Unit 39, Roeland Square
Cnr Roeland Street and Drury Lane

Cape Town, 8001

South Africa

Confidentiality Notice and Disclaimer

This communication and any attachment(s) contains information which is confidential and may also be legally privileged. It is
intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) to whom it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure,
copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have
received this communication in error please email us by return mail and then delete the email from your system together with any
copies of it. Please note that you are not permitted to print, copy, disclose or use part or all  of the content in any way.

Emails and any information transmitted thereunder may be intercepted, corrupted or delayed. As a result, CCA/SLR does not
accept any responsibility for any errors or omissions howsoever caused and CCA/SLR accepts no responsibility for changes
made to this email or any attachment after transmission from CCA/SLR. Whilst all  reasonable endeavours are taken by
CCA/SLR to screen all  emails for known viruses, CCA/SLR cannot guarantee that any transmission will be virus free.

Any views or opinions are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of SLR Management Ltd, or any of
its subsidiaries, unless specifically stated.

mailto:jeremy@ccaenvironmental.co.za
mailto:ibanderker@slrconsulting.com
mailto:imraan@ccaenvironmental.co.za


CCA Environmental (Proprietary) Ltd is a subsidiary of SLR Management Ltd.



From: Nicholas Arnott
To: Mandy Kula
Cc: Jeremy Blood
Subject: FW: RHINO OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION SOUTH AFRICA - PROPOSED EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES IN TWO

AREAS OFF THE SOUTH-WEST COAST OF SOUTH AFRICA (PASA REF NO’S: 12/3/292 ER AND 12/3/293
ER): PROJECT NOTIFICATION AND AVAILABILITY OF BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT

Date: 07 September 2015 02:07:05 PM
Attachments: image001.png

 
 

 

Nicholas Arnott
Environmental Assessment Practitioner
SLR Consulting (Africa) (Pty) Ltd

 

Email: narnott@slrconsulting.com
Mobile:+27 72 376 4809
Tel: +27 21 461 1118
Fax: +27 21 461 1120

 

From: Marné van der Westhuizen [mailto:marne.vanderwesthuizen@sanparks.org] 
Sent: 07 September 2015 02:03 PM
To: Nicholas Arnott
Cc: Michael Slayen
Subject: RE: RHINO OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION SOUTH AFRICA - PROPOSED EXPLORATION
ACTIVITIES IN TWO AREAS OFF THE SOUTH-WEST COAST OF SOUTH AFRICA (PASA REF NO’S:
12/3/292 ER AND 12/3/293 ER): PROJECT NOTIFICATION AND AVAILABILITY OF BACKGROUND
INFORMATION DOCUMENT
 
 

Dear Mr. Arnott,
 
Please register SANParks as an I&AP regarding this application.
 
The national parks West Coast National Park, Table Mountain National Park and Agulhas
National Park of SANParks, their MPA’s (current or future) and surrounds may be affected by this
application.
 
To this end and to accommodate our commenting structures, kindly provide us with sets of
bound hard copies and electronic copies of your application as set out below:
 

1.        Ms Bulelwa Msengi – Park Manager Agulhas National Park:  1 set   (1 set = 1 hard copy
and 1 cd)
-          Po Box 120 L’Agulhas 7287

 
2.        Ms Patricia Bopape – Park Manager Agulhas National Park:  1 set

-          PO Box 25, Langebaan, 7357

mailto:/O=SLRMAIL/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=NICHOLAS ARNOTT
mailto:mkula@slrconsulting.com
mailto:jblood@slrconsulting.com



 
3.        Ms. Ane Oosthuizen – National Marine Co-ordinator, SANParks: 1 set

-          PO Box  76693, N.M.M.U., 6031, Port Elizabeth
 

4.        Mr. André Riley – Head: Planning & Environmental Coordination, SANParks: 1 set
-          PO Box 3542, Knysna, 6570

 
5.        Ms. Marné van der Westhuizen – Principal Planner, Table Mountain National Park:   1

set
-          See our TMNP postal address below in my signature

 
 
I will be acting as our SANParks comment coordinator and your liaison on this application. Please
register my details as your SANParks contact person.
 
Please also register as a second person as a contact in this regard: the  TMNP Planning Manager,
Mr. Mike Slayen (michael.slayen@sanparks.org) and copy him on all correspondence.
 
 
Regards,
 
Ms. Marné van der Westhuizen
Principal Planner
SANParks – TMNP
Tel: (021) 712 - 0527
Fax: (021) 713 – 1542
Tokai Manor, upper Tokai Road, Tokai
PO Box 37
Constantia
7848
www.sanparks.org
 
 

From: Nicholas Arnott [mailto:narnott@slrconsulting.com] 
Sent: 28 August 2015 05:20 PM
To: Michael Slayen
Subject: RHINO OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION SOUTH AFRICA - PROPOSED EXPLORATION
ACTIVITIES IN TWO AREAS OFF THE SOUTH-WEST COAST OF SOUTH AFRICA (PASA REF NO’S:
12/3/292 ER AND 12/3/293 ER): PROJECT NOTIFICATION AND AVAILABILITY OF BACKGROUND
INFORMATION DOCUMENT
 
Dear Sir / Madam
 
The attached letter and Background Information Document (BID) provides information regarding the
applications by Rhino Oil and Gas Exploration South Africa (Pty) Ltd (“Rhino”) to undertake exploration
activities for oil and gas in two exploration licence areas off the South-West Coast of South Africa.
 
In this regard, Rhino has lodged separate applications for Exploration Rights over each of these two areas
with the Petroleum Agency of South Africa (PASA) in terms of Section 79 of the Mineral and Petroleum
Resources Development Act, 2002 (No. 28 of 2002) (MPRDA), as amended. 
 
Should you have any queries in this regard please do not hesitate to contact Mr Jeremy Blood.
 
Yours sincerely

mailto:michael.slayen@sanparks.org
http://www.sanparks.org/
mailto:narnott@slrconsulting.com


Nicholas Arnott
On Behalf of Jeremy Blood

 

 

Nicholas Arnott
Environmental Assessment Practitioner
SLR Consulting (Africa) (Pty) Ltd

 

Email: narnott@slrconsulting.com
Mobile:+27 72 376 4809
Tel: +27 21 461 1118
Fax: +27 21 461 1120

 

SLR Consulting (Cape Town)
Unit 39, Roeland Square
Cnr Roeland Street and Drury Lane

Cape Town, 8001

South Africa

Confidentiality Notice and Disclaimer

This communication and any attachment(s) contains information which is confidential and may also be legally privileged. It is
intended for the exclusive use of the recipient(s) to whom it is addressed. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure,
copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have
received this communication in error please email us by return mail and then delete the email from your system together with any
copies of it. Please note that you are not permitted to print, copy, disclose or use part or all  of the content in any way.

Emails and any information transmitted thereunder may be intercepted, corrupted or delayed. As a result, CCA/SLR does not
accept any responsibility for any errors or omissions howsoever caused and CCA/SLR accepts no responsibility for changes
made to this email or any attachment after transmission from CCA/SLR. Whilst all  reasonable endeavours are taken by
CCA/SLR to screen all  emails for known viruses, CCA/SLR cannot guarantee that any transmission will be virus free.

Any views or opinions are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of SLR Management Ltd, or any of
its subsidiaries, unless specifically stated.

CCA Environmental (Proprietary) Ltd is a subsidiary of SLR Management Ltd.

Disclaimer: 1) Confidentiality: This email communication and any attachments sent from
marne.vanderwesthuizen@sanparks.org to narnott@slrconsulting.com on 2015-09-07
14:06:01 are confidential and may contain privileged or copyright information. You may
not present this message to another party without consent from the sender. If you are not
narnott@slrconsulting.com please notify marne.vanderwesthuizen@sanparks.org and
delete this email and you are notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any
action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited. 2) Liability:

mailto:narnott@slrconsulting.com
mailto:marne.vanderwesthuizen@sanparks.org
mailto:narnott@slrconsulting.com
mailto:narnott@slrconsulting.com
mailto:marne.vanderwesthuizen@sanparks.org


This email is not a binding agreement and does not conclude an agreement without the
express confirmation by the sender's superior or relevant authorisation of SANParks. 3)
Viruses: SANParks does not certify that this email is free of viruses or defects. 4)
Requested: SANParks does not consent to its employees sending un-asked for emails
which contravene the law. In the event that you feel this email is such, please notify
SANParks in order for the appropriate corrective action to be taken. 5) Advice: Any
views or opinions presented in this email are solely those of the author and do not
necessarily represent those of SANParks. Any actions taken on the basis of this email are
at the reader's own risk. 6) Other: The sender of this email is expressly required not make
any defamatory statements. Any such communication is contrary to SANParks policy and
outside the scope of the employment of the individual concerned. SANParks will not
accept any liability in respect of such communication, and the employee responsible will
be personally liable for any damages or other liability arising. Thank you. South African
National Parks 643 Leyds Street, Muckleneuk, Pretoria, South Africa



From: Simon Elwen
To: Imraan Banderker
Cc: Jeremy Blood; Nicholas Arnott; tess.gridley@seasearch.co.za
Subject: Re: RHINO OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION SOUTH AFRICA - PROPOSED EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES IN TWO

AREAS OFF THE SOUTH-WEST COAST OF SOUTH AFRICA (PASA REF NO’S: 12/3/292 ER AND 12/3/293
ER): PROJECT NOTIFICATION AND AVAILABILITY OF BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT

Date: 04 August 2015 05:11:50 PM
Attachments: imageec306c.PNG

Dear Imraan and Jeremy,

Not sure if it's necessary since we received this email - but we'd like to officially
register as IAPs for this project.

Further - this survey area, especially the inshore area is prime habitat for whales
and dolphins. The animals in this area  do follow the pattern of 'whale season'
that is seen along the Cape south coast for right whales, with potentially large
effects on survey timing and stoppages.

Although data for much of this area is relatively sparse - we'd be happy to help
CCA in collating it and putting together a desktop study on the potential impacts
on cetaceans in the area.

Regards,
Dr Simon Elwen, Dr Tess Gridley
Sea Search Africa   www.seasearch.co.za 

--  --  --  --  --  --  --  -- --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  -- --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  --  

Simon Elwen Ph.D. Research Fellow at the Mammal Research
Institute, University of Pretoria
Based at Sea Search Africa - 4 Bath Rd ,Muizenberg Cape Town. 
Phone: +27 21 788 1206 (Off SA), +27 71 139 5951 (Mob SA), +264 81 421 4968
(Mob Namibia)
Sea Search Africa: www.seasearch.co.za & Namibian Dolphin
Project: www.namibiandolphinproject.com

-------

On 4 August 2015 at 15:54, Imraan Banderker <ibanderker@slrconsulting.com>
wrote:

Dear Sir / Madam

 

The attached letter and Background Information Document (BID) provides information regarding the
applications by Rhino Oil and Gas Exploration South Africa (Pty) Ltd (“Rhino”) to undertake exploration
activities for oil and gas in two exploration licence areas off the South-West Coast of South Africa.

 

mailto:simon.elwen@gmail.com
mailto:ibanderker@slrconsulting.com
mailto:jblood@slrconsulting.com
mailto:narnott@slrconsulting.com
mailto:tess.gridley@seasearch.co.za
http://www.seasearch.co.za/
http://www.seasearch.co.za/
http://www.namibiandolphinproject.com/
mailto:ibanderker@slrconsulting.com



In this regard, Rhino has lodged separate applications for Exploration Rights over each of these two areas
with the Petroleum Agency of South Africa (PASA) in terms of Section 79 of the Mineral and Petroleum
Resources Development Act, 2002 (No. 28 of 2002) (MPRDA), as amended. 

 

A BID providing preliminary project details has been compiled and distributed for a 30-day comment
period from 5 August to 7 September 2015 (which makes provision for the two public holidays in August).
A copy of the BID is enclosed for your information.

 

If you or your organisation would like to register as an interested and affected party and/or wish to raise
any initial issues or concerns regarding either of either of these application processes, please make use of
the attached Registration and Response Form and forward it to our Mr Jeremy Blood
(jeremy@ccaenvironmental.co.za) by no later than 7 September 2015.

 

Notice is also hereby given that an Information-sharing Meeting will be held in Cape Town on 20 August
2015. The purpose of this meeting is to provide a basic overview of the Exploration Rights applications
and allow an opportunity to raise any issues or concerns.  The details of this meeting are provided below:

 

Venue: Two Oceans Aquarium, Dock Road, V&A
Waterfront: The Auditorium

Time: 17h30

 

Should you have any queries in this regard please do not hesitate to contact Mr Jeremy Blood.

 

Yours sincerely

Imraan Banderker

On Behalf of Jonathan Crowther

 

Imraan Banderker
Environmental Consultant
CCA Environmental (Pty) Ltd

 

Email:ibanderker@slrconsulting.com
imraan@ccaenvironmental.co.za

Tel: +27 21 461 1118
Fax: +27 21 461 1120

 

CCA Environmental
Unit 39, Roeland Square
Cnr Roeland Street and Drury Lane

Cape Town, 8001

South Africa

mailto:jeremy@ccaenvironmental.co.za
mailto:ibanderker@slrconsulting.com
mailto:imraan@ccaenvironmental.co.za
tel:%2B27%2021%20461%201118
tel:%2B27%2021%20461%201120


From: Malcolm Grant
To: Jeremy Blood
Cc: "PULCELLA, Mike (Mike)** CTR **"; "Chris Jacobs"
Subject: RHINO OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION SOUTH AFRICA - PROPOSED EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES IN TWO

AREAS OFF THE SOUTH-WEST COAST OF SOUTH AFRICA (PASA REF NO"S: 12/3/292 ER AND 12/3/293
ER)

Date: 05 August 2015 04:57:39 PM

Dear Jeremy,

 

Kindly register the Western Province Deep Sea Angling Association as a interested and affected
party to the proposed oil and gas exploration efforts off the SW coast of South Africa.

 

Please acknowledge receipt and confirm our interest in this matter so we can advise our
members when this exploration is to take place in order to comply with safety requirement of
our members while at sea.

 

Regards,

 

Malcolm Grant

Resource Management Officer,

Western Province Deep Sea Angling Association

 

mailto:mpca99@worldonline.co.za
mailto:jblood@slrconsulting.com
mailto:michael.pulcella@alcatel-lucent.com
mailto:jacobswshop@telkomsa.net


From: Ken Findlay
To: Imraan Banderker
Subject: Re: RHINO OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION SOUTH AFRICA - PROPOSED EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES IN TWO

 AREAS OFF THE SOUTH-WEST COAST OF SOUTH AFRICA (PASA REF NO’S: 12/3/292 ER AND 12/3/293 ER):
 PROJECT NOTIFICATION AND AVAILABILITY OF BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT

Date: Wednesday, August 5, 2015 10:07:20 AM
Attachments: imageec306c.PNG

Let_Availability of BID_04 August2015.pdf

IAP registrationn attached thank you.
 
Regards
Ken Findlay

-----------------------------------------------------------------
Ken Findlay PhD
Director; Mammal Research Institute Whale Unit (MRIWU)
Department of Zoology & Entomology
University of Pretoria
South Africa

Based in Cape Town, at
16 Ebor Rd, Wynberg, Western Cape, South Africa

Tel: +27 (0)82 5708212
Skype: ken_findlay
-----------------------------------------------------------------
 
From: Imraan Banderker
Sent: Tuesday, August 04, 2015 4:54 PM
To: Imraan Banderker
Cc: Jeremy Blood ; Nicholas Arnott
Subject: RHINO OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION SOUTH AFRICA - PROPOSED EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES
 IN TWO AREAS OFF THE SOUTH-WEST COAST OF SOUTH AFRICA (PASA REF NO’S: 12/3/292 ER AND
 12/3/293 ER): PROJECT NOTIFICATION AND AVAILABILITY OF BACKGROUND INFORMATION
 DOCUMENT
 

Dear Sir / Madam
 
The attached letter and Background Information Document (BID) provides information regarding the applications
 by Rhino Oil and Gas Exploration South Africa (Pty) Ltd (“Rhino”) to undertake exploration activities for oil and
 gas in two exploration licence areas off the South-West Coast of South Africa.
 
In this regard, Rhino has lodged separate applications for Exploration Rights over each of these two areas with the
 Petroleum Agency of South Africa (PASA) in terms of Section 79 of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources
 Development Act, 2002 (No. 28 of 2002) (MPRDA), as amended. 
 
A BID providing preliminary project details has been compiled and distributed for a 30-day comment period from 5
 August to 7 September 2015 (which makes provision for the two public holidays in August). A copy of the BID is
 enclosed for your information.
 

mailto:kenfin@mweb.co.za
mailto:ibanderker@slrconsulting.com
mailto:ibanderker@slrconsulting.com
mailto:ibanderker@slrconsulting.com
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mailto:narnott@slrconsulting.com
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From: Graeme Morgan
To: Jeremy Blood
Subject: Mining for gas
Date: 05 August 2015 12:12:23 PM

HI Jeremy,

Saw your ad in the newspaper this morning regarding the drilling for gas project
you're working on in the West Coast.

Please avoid any use of fraking in order to attain the gas. You probably are
already aware of the incredible damage this does but if not you can watch the
documentary 'Gas Land' to see.

concerned citizen,
Graeme Morgan

mailto:graemesa@gmail.com
mailto:jblood@slrconsulting.com


From: Aidan Wood
To: Jeremy Blood
Subject: IAP Registration Rhino Oil and Gas
Date: 06 August 2015 03:31:42 PM
Attachments: IAP Registration and concerns-signed.pdf

Dear Jeremy
 
Please see attached for the IAP Registration and comments form from SACRAA for the Rhino Oil
and Gas exploration study.
 
Thanks
Regards
 
Aidan Wood (for SACRAA)
Gleneagles Environmental Consulting
tagfish@telkomsa.net (0828694939)
 

mailto:tagfish@telkomsa.net
mailto:jblood@slrconsulting.com







X


Dr Aidan Wood


South African Consolidated Recreational Angling Association (SACRAA)


P.O. Box 611, Port Alfred, 6170


0828694939


tagfish@telkomsa.net


011 7946947


X


1. The impact of low frequency sounds on fish. Research indicates negative impacts at sound levels >180db. Noise 
impacts can cause physical damage, physiological stress and auditory masking resulting in spatial deterrence and other 
behavioral modifications. Physical damage includes capillary rupture, neurotrauma, eye hemorrhage and swim bladder 
rupture. Negative impact on fish resources (pelagic and sedentary) will have knock-on impacts for the recreational fishery.


2. Impact on recreational ski-boat fishery due to exclusion from survey area (safety zones) during survey period.


3. Long-term impact on recreational ski-boat fishery if mining goes ahead, e.g. permanent rigs that exclude fishing 
vessels from operating in their vicinity, and structures located on existing popular fishing grounds.


Please include Mr John Pledger from SACRAA on your IAP mailing list as well (jpledger@iafrica.com). 
Thank-you


Dr Aidan Wood 
6 August 2015
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3. Long-term impact on recreational ski-boat fishery if mining goes ahead, e.g. permanent rigs that exclude fishing 
vessels from operating in their vicinity, and structures located on existing popular fishing grounds.

Please include Mr John Pledger from SACRAA on your IAP mailing list as well (jpledger@iafrica.com). 
Thank-you

Dr Aidan Wood 
6 August 2015



From: Mtshali, Sandile
To: Jeremy Blood
Cc: Murray, Dave
Subject: I&AP Registration
Date: 07 August 2015 08:41:41 AM
Attachments: I&AP Registration - SMIT Amandla Marine (Pty) Ltd.pdf

Dear Jeremy
 
In response to an invitation from CCA Environmental (Pty) Ltd Consulting, for registration as an
interested and affected party in relation to the Rhino Oil and Gas Exploration South Africa’s
activities off the South-West Coast of South Africa, I hereby attach our registration form for your
records.
 
Further to the above, please note that it our intention to be presented at the scheduled information-
sharing meeting on the 20th of August 2015.
 
Kindly alert me should there be any further information to be provided and we look forward to
receiving further information as and when it becomes available.
 
_______________
Kind regards
Sandile Mtshali | Business Development & B-BBEE Officer | SMIT Amandla Marine (Pty) Ltd
Switchboard:  (+27) 21 507 5777 | Direct Line:  (+27) 21 507 5874 | Fax: (+27) 21 507 5885
Mobile: (+27)827389704 | Email: s.mtshali@smit.com
Website: www.smitamandlamarine.co.za | Facebook: www.facebook.com/smitamandlamarine
 
We're a Level Three Contributor to Broad-Based Black Economic Empowerment
 
cid:3DA80D06-9DBF-4B28-B18F-EEE821F598C9

 

mailto:s.mtshali@smit.com
mailto:jblood@slrconsulting.com
mailto:d.murray@smit.com
http://www.smitamandlamarine.co.za/
http://www.facebook.com/smitamandlamarine









From: Paula Giusti
To: Jeremy Blood
Subject: FW: Scan
Date: 12 August 2015 01:37:08 PM
Attachments: 115081213365303891.png

DOC120815-12082015131347.pdf

Good day Jeremy
 
As member of SAOGA we received below email and completed the form, see attachment.
 
We are a Ship Agency and Clearing & Forwarding company with good experience in the sector and we would like to
be registered in your data base to offer our services were possible.
 
I will try to attend meeting on 20th August.
 
Looking forward to hearing from you, kind regards
 
Paula
 
 
 
From: Rita Williams [mailto:rwilliams@saoga.org.za] 
Sent: Friday, August 7, 2015 10:27 AM
To: Paula Giusti <Paula@tradeocean.co.za>
Subject: RHINO OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION SOUTH AFRICA
 

 

SAOGA Logo

Forward Website Twitter LinkedIn
 

 Rhino Oil and Gas Exploration South Africa  

   

 

Proposed Exploration Activities off the West Coast of South Africa

 
 

The attached letter and Background Information Document (BID) provides information regarding the
applications by Rhino Oil and Gas Exploration South Africa (Pty) Ltd (“Rhino”) to undertake exploration
activities for oil and gas in two exploration licence areas off the South-West Coast of South Africa.
In this regard, Rhino has lodged separate applications for Exploration Rights over each of these two
areas with the Petroleum Agency of South Africa (PASA) in terms of Section 79 of the Mineral and
Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (No. 28 of 2002) (MPRDA), as amended.  

A BID providing preliminary project details has been compiled and distributed for a 30-day comment
period from 5 August to 7 September 2015 (which makes provision for the two public holidays in
August). A copy of the BID is enclosed for your information.

If you or your organisation would like to register as an interested and affected party and/or wish to
raise any initial issues or concerns regarding either of either of these application processes, please
make use of the attached Registration and Response Form and forward it to our Mr Jeremy Blood
(jeremy@ccaenvironmental.co.za) by no later than 7 September 2015.

Notice is also hereby given that an Information-sharing Meeting will be held in Cape Town on 20
August 2015. The purpose of this meeting is to provide a basic overview of the Exploration Rights
applications and allow an opportunity to raise any issues or concerns.  The details of this meeting are
provided below:

Venue:    Two Oceans Aquarium, Dock Road, V&A Waterfront: The Auditorium

mailto:Paula@tradeocean.co.za
mailto:jblood@slrconsulting.com
http://www.saoga.org.za/civicrm/mailing/forward?reset=1&jid=2681&qid=405497&h=26246f08af385a61
http://www.saoga.org.za/civicrm/mailing/forward?reset=1&jid=2681&qid=405497&h=26246f08af385a61
http://www.saoga.org.za/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=3439&qid=405497
http://www.saoga.org.za/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=3439&qid=405497
http://www.saoga.org.za/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=3440&qid=405497
http://www.saoga.org.za/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=3440&qid=405497
http://www.saoga.org.za/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=3441&qid=405497
http://www.saoga.org.za/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=3441&qid=405497
mailto:jeremy@ccaenvironmental.co.za








  
Time:      17h30

Should you have any queries in this regard please do not hesitate to contact Mr Jeremy Blood.

Yours sincerely
Imraan Banderker 
On Behalf of Jonathan Crowther
 
Imraan Banderker
Environmental Consultant
CCA Environmental (Pty) Ltd
 
Email:     ibanderker@slrconsulting.com

    imraan@ccaenvironmental.co.za

Tel:     +27 21 461 1118
Fax:    +27 21 461 1120
 
CCA Environmental
Unit 39, Roeland Square
Cnr Roeland Street and Drury Lane
Cape Town, 8001
South Africa

 

 

You are receiving this email because you are a SAOGA Member or Affiliate, have requested to
be on the mailing list or have opted in at our website.

Our postal address is:

9th Floor | Convention Tower | Heerengracht Street | Foreshore | Cape Town 8001
South Africa

Tel: +27 21 425 8840
Unsubscribe from this list

 

Disclaimer: This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named addressee you
should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail.  Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake
and delete this e-mail from your system. E-mail transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-free as information could be intercepted,
corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late or incomplete, or contain viruses. The sender therefore does not accept liability  for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail transmission. We do not endorse, represent or warrant the accuracy or reliability of
any of the information, content, advertisements or other materials contained on, distributed through, or linked, downloaded or accessed from us. We
do not endorse, represent or warrant the quality of any products, information or other materials displayed; purchased, or obtained as a result of or in
connection with our service, and we do not endorse, represent or warrant the service; security or practices of any of the vendors whose products or
services are included on our service. Any reliance upon any information, content, advertisements, materials, products, services or vendors included
on or found through our service shall be at the user's sole risk.

 

 

 
Paula Giusti
Marketing Executive 
Cape Town, South Africa

T: +27 21 417 3050 M: +27 82 770 7705 paula@tradeocean.co.za www.tradeocean.co.za

CLEARING | FORWARDING | LOGISTICS | SHIPS' AGENCY

Trade Ocean has offices in Cape Town, Johannesburg, Durban and Walvis Bay.

This email is confidential and its contents are subject to Trade Ocean’s Standard Terms and Conditions, as amended from time to time, a
copy of which is available on request or can be viewed at www.tradeocean.co.za.
Compliments? Complaints? Contact the MD. 
Proudly B-BBEE Level 1

mailto:ibanderker@slrconsulting.com
mailto:imraan@ccaenvironmental.co.za
http://www.saoga.org.za/civicrm/mailing/unsubscribe?reset=1&jid=2681&qid=405497&h=26246f08af385a61
http://www.tradeocean.co.za/
http://www.tradeocean.co.za/
http://www.tradeocean.co.za/
mailto:david@tradeocean.co.za




From: Anne Louw
To: Jeremy Blood; Nicholas Arnott; Jonathan Crowther
Subject: Rhino Oil & Gas Exploration SA - BID
Date: 11 August 2015 01:05:46 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Rhino_BID_Aug2015.pdf

Good day Jeremy, Nicholas, Jonathan,
We hereby confirm that we wish to be registered as an interested party concerning the Rhino Oil
& Gas Exploration South Africa BID.
 
Kindly advise if we are to confirm attendance for the Information Meeting?
 
Thank you
 
 
 
Mrs. Anne Louw  |   Executive Secretary to Mr. H.O. Kleibeler (Member)
Trans Marine Shipping (as Agents only) | 3 Fusion Quarter | Waterford Place | Century City | Cape Town |
7441 | South Africa
+27 21 527 9260 p | +27 21 555 0385 f |anne@tmsships.co.za |www.transmarineshipping.com

       
Kindly note that this email contains privileged and confidential information and should be treated as such.  No copying, altering or
disclosure of contents will be permitted without prior  consent from Trans Marine Shipping. 
All  business undertaken with Trans Marine Shipping is subject to Trans Marine Shipping Standard Trading Conditions.

 
 

mailto:Anne@tmsships.co.za
mailto:jblood@slrconsulting.com
mailto:narnott@slrconsulting.com
mailto:jcrowther@slrconsulting.com
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APPLICATION FOR EXPLORATION RIGHTS TO 
UNDERTAKE OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION 


ACTIVITIES IN TWO EXPLORATION LICENCE AREAS 
OFF THE SOUTH-WEST COAST OF SOUTH AFRICA 


 


BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT AUGUST 2015 
 


1. INTRODUCTION 
 


Rhino Oil and Gas Exploration South Africa (Pty) Ltd (“Rhino”) is proposing to explore for oil and gas in two 
exploration licence areas situated off the South-West Coast of South Africa (see Figure 1).  In April 2015, 
Rhino lodged separate applications for Exploration Rights over each of these two areas with the Petroleum 
Agency of South Africa (PASA) in terms of Section 79 of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development 
Act, 2002 (No. 28 of 2002) (MPRDA), as amended.  PASA accepted both of these applications on 22 May 
2015. 
 


The two areas for which exploration rights are being applied are described below: 


 Inshore exploration licence area: This exploration licence area includes various inshore blocks 
adjacent to the coast roughly between Saldanha Bay and Cape Agulhas.  The area covers 
approximately 16 190 km2 and extends from the coast out to a maximum water depth of approximately 
350 m.  The reference number relating to this application is 12/3/292 ER. 


 Offshore exploration licence area: This exploration licence area (Blocks 3617 & 3717) is located 
approximately 190 km off the coast in water depths greater than 3 500 m.  The area is approximately 
13 279 km2 in extent.  The reference number relating to this application is 12/3/293 ER. 


 


Rhino’s proposed initial three-year exploration programme for both exploration licence areas would include 
multi-beam bathymetry and 2D / 3D seismic surveys.  These activities provide for the rapid collection of data 
and provide critical information regarding the exploration potential of these areas and would guide future 
exploration efforts.  
 


In terms of Section 79 of the MPRDA, a requirement for obtaining an Exploration Right is that the applicant 
must comply with Chapter 5 of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (No. 107 of 1998) 
(NEMA), as amended, with regards to consultation and reporting.  In terms of NEMA, the proposed 
applications require Environmental Authorisation as they trigger Activity 18 in Listing Notice 2 (GN No. 
R984).  As such a Scoping and Environmental Impact Assessment (hereafter termed “SEIA”) process must 
be undertaken in terms of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations 2014. Furthermore, 
Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) must be notified and consulted in this regard.   
 


CCA Environmental (Pty) Ltd (CCA) has been appointed by Rhino to undertake two separate SEIA 
processes (one per application) to meet the relevant requirements of both the MPRDA and NEMA.  In order 
to avoid duplication and I&AP confusion, the public participation process will, where possible, be combined 
and undertaken in parallel.  Thus this Background information Document (BID) has been prepared for both 
exploration licence areas and associated SEIA processes. 
 
 


2. PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT 
 


This BID serves to: 


 Inform I&APs that Rhino has lodged an application with PASA for an Exploration Right over each of 
two areas off the South-West Coast of South Africa; 


 Provide a description of the proposed exploration activities; 


 Highlight the key issues regarding the potential environmental impacts of the proposed activities;  
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 Provide a description of the proposed exploration well drilling operation and the SEIA process; and 


 Provide I&APs with an opportunity to register on the SEIA process databases and provide initial 
comment on the proposed Exploration Right applications.   


 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1: Location of Rhino’s two Exploration Right application licence areas off the South-


West Coast of South Africa (after Google Earth).   
 
 


3. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 


The proposed exploration programmes in both exploration licence areas would commence with acquisition 
and collation of existing data.  Thereafter multi-beam bathymetry and 2D/3D seismic surveys would be 
conducted to identify potential target areas for future exploration. The proposed activities associated with the 
exploration programme are described further below. 
 
 


3.1 MULTI-BEAM BATHYMETRY 
 


The proposed multi-beam bathymetry survey would be conducted to provide an accurate measurement of 
seafloor depth and is planned to only take place along the proposed seismic survey target lines  
(see Section 3.2 below).  The location of the survey lines are shown in Figure 2.  It should be noted that no 
multi-beam bathymetry survey acquisition would be undertaken within a 10 km buffer off the coast.   
For the offshore exploration area, two alternative survey programmes are being considered by Rhino at this 
stage (see Figure 3). 
 


The survey vessel would be equipped with a multi-beam echo sounder to obtain swath bathymetry and a 
sub-bottom profiler to image the seabed and the near surface geology in the immediate vicinity of each core 


100 m


200 m


500 m 


1 000 m


2 000 m 
3 000 m


0              50           100 km 


N


Inshore exploration licence area 


Offshore exploration licence area 


Legend: 







Rhino: Proposed oil and gas exploration activities in two areas off the South-West Coast of South Africa 


CCA Environmental (Pty) Ltd Background Information Document 3


and test location (see Section 3.4 below).  The multi-beam system provides depth sounding information on 
either side of the vessel’s track across a swath width of approximately two times the water depth.  The multi-
beam echo sounder emits a fan of acoustic beams from a transducer at frequencies ranging from 10 kHz to 
200 kHz and typically produces sound levels in the order of 207 db re 1μPa at 1m.  The sub-bottom profiler 
emits an acoustic pulse from a transducer at frequencies ranging from 3 kHz to 40 kHz and typically 
produces sound levels in the order of 206 db re 1μPa at 1m.  This system produces a digital terrain model of 
the seafloor (see Figure 4).  
 


It is anticipated that data acquisition would take in the order of 15 to 20 productive days per exploration area 
to complete at a vessel speed of 4 knots. 
 


  
 


Figure 2 Indicative multi-beam bathymetry and seismic survey lines in the inshore exploration 
licence area. 


 


 


Figure 3 Indicative alternatives for the multi-beam bathymetry and seismic survey lines in the 
offshore exploration licence area. 


PROPOSED SURVEY LINES 


EXISTING SURVEY LINES 
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Figure 4: Illustration of a vessel using multi-beam depth/echo sounders (http://www.gns.cri.nz/). 
 
 


3.2 SEISMIC SURVEYS 
 


Introduction 
Seismic surveys are carried out during oil and gas exploration activities in order to investigate subsea 
geological formations.  During seismic surveys, high-level, low frequency sounds are directed towards the 
seabed from near-surface sound sources towed by a seismic vessel.  Signals reflected from geological 
interfaces below the seafloor are recorded by multiple receivers (or hydrophones) towed in a single or 
multiple streamer (see Figure 5).  Analyses of the returned signals allow for interpretation of subsea 
geological formations.  
 


Seismic surveys are undertaken to collect either 2D or 3D data.  2D surveys are typically applied to obtain 
regional data from widely spaced survey grids (tens of kilometres) and infill surveys on closer grids (down to 
a 1 km spacing) are applied to provide more detail over specific areas of interest.  3D surveys are typically 
applied to promising petroleum prospects to assist in fault interpretation, distribution of sand bodies, 
estimates of oil and gas in place and the location of exploration wells.   
 


For this investigation Rhino is proposing to undertake acquisition of a 2D seismic survey within both 
exploration areas.  A 3D seismic survey is also being considered for the offshore exploration licence area. 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 5: Principles of offshore seismic acquisition surveys (from fishsafe.eu). 
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Extent, duration and timing 
The proposed 2D seismic surveys would comprise a number of low density spaced survey lines covering the 
majority of the exploration areas (see Figures 2 and 3).  As for the proposed multi-beam bathymetry survey, 
no seismic survey acquisition would be undertaken within a 10 km buffer off the coast.  The inclusion of a  
10 km buffer is based on previous seismic applications off the South and East coasts.  The proposed 2D 
seismic survey would be minimum of 160 km and 200 km in total length for the inshore and offshore 
exploration licence areas, respectively.  Once the initial 2D surveys have been undertaken the data would be 
analysed.   
 
After data analysis further possible target areas may be identified for the offshore exploration licence area for 
3D seismic surveying. 
 
Although survey commencement would ultimately depend on a permit award date, availability of seismic 
contractors and other factors, it is anticipated that the survey would be undertaken during the summer of 
2016/2017 and would take on the order of 15 to 20 productive days to complete per area.  The summer 
period has specifically been selected in order to avoid the main cetacean migration / breeding period from 
June to December, as well as ensuring optimal sea state and weather conditions. 
 
 
Survey methodology and airgun array 
The seismic vessel would travel along transects of a prescribed grid within the survey area that have been 
carefully chosen to cross any known or suspected geological structure.  During surveying, the seismic vessel 
would travel at a speed of between four and six knots (i.e. 2 to 3 metres per second).  
 
The seismic survey would involve a towed airgun array, which provides the seismic source energy for the 
profiling process, and a seismic wave detector system, usually known as a hydrophone streamer.  The 
anticipated airgun and hydrophone array would be dependent on whether a 2D or 3D seismic survey is 
undertaken.  The sound source or airgun array (one for 2D and two for 3D) would be situated some 80 m to 
150 m behind the vessel at a depth of 5 m to 25 m below the surface.  A 2D survey typically involves a single 
streamer, whereas 3D surveys use multiple streamers (up to 12 streamers spaced 100 m apart).  The array 
can be up to 12 000 m long.  The streamer/s would be towed at a depth of between 6 m and 30 m and would 
not be visible, except for the tail-buoy at the far end of the cable.  A typical 3D seismic survey configuration 
and safe operational limits are illustrated in Figure 6.  
 
 
Exclusion zone 
Under the Convention on the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea (COLREGS, 1972),  
a vessel that is engaged in surveying or towing operations is defined as a “vessel restricted in its ability to 
manoeuvre” which requires that power-driven and sailing vessels give way to a vessel restricted in its ability 
to manoeuvre.  Vessels engaged in fishing shall, so far as possible, keep out of the way of the seismic 
survey operation.  Furthermore, under the Marine Traffic Act, 1981 (No. 2 of 1981), a vessel (including array 
of airguns and hydrophones) used for the purpose of exploiting the seabed falls under the definition of an 
“offshore installation” and as such it is protected by a 500 m safety zone.  It is an offence for an unauthorised 
vessel to enter the safety zone.  In addition to a statutory 500 m safety zone a seismic contractor would 
typically request a safe operational limit (that is greater than the 500 m safety zone) that it would like other 
vessels to stay beyond.  Typical safe operational limits for 2D and 3D surveys are illustrated in Figure 6. 
Support vessels are usually commissioned as ‘chase’ boats to ensure that other vessels adhere to the safe 
operational limits.   
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Figure 6: Typical configuration for a 3D seismic survey operation. Safe operational limits applicable 
to both 2D and 3D surveys are also shown. 


 
 


4. KEY ISSUES TO BE INVESTIGATED 
 


The following key issues and potential impacts have been identified in relation to the proposed exploration 
activities and will be addressed in the SEIA: 


 Noise effects on marine fauna from the multi-beam bathymetry and seismic surveys; 


 Effects on the fishing industry, including effects on fish behaviour, fish catches and cessation or 
displacement of fishing activities, as a result of noise effects and presence of survey vessels; 


 Interference with marine recreational facilities and transport routes;  


 Impact on tourism and recreation as a result of noise effects and presence of survey vessels; and 


 Waste discharges to sea and atmosphere. 
 
 


5. SEIA PROCESS 
 


The SEIA process has the following important objectives: 


 To provide a reasonable opportunity for I&APs to be involved in the study; 


 To ensure that all potential key environmental issues and impacts that would result from the proposed 
projects are identified; 


 To identify feasible alternatives related to the project proposals;  


 To assess potential impacts of the proposed project alternatives during the different phases of project 
development; 


 To present appropriate mitigation or optimisation measures to minimise potential impacts or enhance 
potential benefits, respectively; and 


 Through the above, to ensure informed, transparent and accountable decision-making by the relevant 
authorities. 
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The SEIA process consists of a series of steps to ensure compliance with these objectives and the EIA 
Regulations 2014 as set out in GN No. R982.  The process involves an open, participatory approach to 
ensure to ensure that all impacts are identified and that decision-making takes place in an informed, 
transparent and accountable manner.  
 
A diagrammatic representation of the SEIA process is presented in Figure 6. 
 
 
5.1 SCOPING PHASE 
 
The key steps in the Scoping Phase where you can participate and provide input include: 


 the distribution of BID (this document) for a 30-day comment period; 


 attend Information-sharing Meeting (see Section 6 below regarding the details of the proposed 
information sharing meeting); and 


 the distribution of a Scoping Report for a 30-day comment period. 
 
All comments received during these steps will be assimilated and responded to in a Scoping Report.  The 
Scoping Phase will culminate in the submission of the Scoping Report to PASA for acceptance.  
 
 
5.2 EIA PHASE 
 
The purpose of this phase is to gather information and to undertake specialist studies to address the key 
issues identified during the Scoping Phase.  The specialist information and other relevant information is then 
integrated into an Environmental Impact Report (EIR), which will presents the findings of the specialist 
studies, provide an assessment of the impacts of the proposed project and recommend management actions 
to enhance positive benefits or avoid/minimise potential negative impacts.  The specialist studies identified 
thus far and their Terms of Reference are listed below. 
 


Marine Faunal Assessment 


 Provide a general description of the local marine fauna and benthic biodiversity of the proposed 
exploration area based on current available literature; 


 Identify, describe and assess the significance of potential impacts of the proposed exploration 
activities on the local marine fauna, focussing particularly on marine mammals and turtles, but 
including generic effects on fish and pelagic and benthic invertebrates; and 


 Identify practicable mitigation measures to reduce any negative impacts and indicate how these could 
be implemented in the implementation and management of the proposed project. 


 


Fisheries Assessment 


 Describe the fishing activities expected in and around the proposed exploration area; 


 Undertake a spatial and temporal assessment of fishing effort in the proposed exploration area;  


Assess the significance of potential impacts of the proposed exploration activities on the fishing 
activities in terms of estimated catch and effort loss; and 


 Identify practicable mitigation measures to reduce any negative impacts on the fishing industry. 


 


The EIR will be made available for a 30-day comment and review period, after which it will be revised and 
submitted to PASA for decision-making. 
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6. YOUR INVITATION TO REGISTER AND COMMENT 
 
If you or your organisation wish to register as an I&AP on the project databases and/or wish to raise any 
issues or concerns regarding the proposed projects, please make use of the attached Response Form and 
forward it to CCA (see contact details below) no later than 7 September 2015. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notice is also hereby given that an Information-sharing Meeting will be held on 20 August 2015.   
The purpose of this meeting is to provide a basic overview of the proposed projects and allow an opportunity 
to raise any issues or concerns.  The details of this meeting are provided below: 
 


Location: Cape Town 


Venue: Two Oceans Aquarium, Dock Road, V&A Waterfront:  
The Auditorium 


Time: 17h30 


 
 
It should be noted that all registered I&APs will be notified when the Scoping Reports are available for review 
and comment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 


CCA Environmental (Pty) Ltd 
Attention: Jeremy Blood  


 


PO Box 10145, Caledon Square, 7905, Cape Town 
Tel: (021) 461 1118/9   Fax: (021) 461 1120 


E-mail: jeremy@ccaenvironmental.co.za 
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Figure 7:  Diagrammatic representation of the SEIA process. 







From: Anne Louw
To: Jeremy Blood; Nicholas Arnott; Jonathan Crowther
Subject: RE: Rhino Oil & Gas Exploration SA - BID
Date: 11 August 2015 01:14:31 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image003.png

Hello Jeremy,
Thank you very much, appreciate your feedback.
We have also contacted Rhino Oil & Gas Exploration SA to offer our local services as, besides
being well experienced in these projects, we have the local representation situated in both Cape
Town and Struisbaai.
 
Thank you and take care,
Anne
 
 
 
Mrs. Anne Louw  |   Executive Secretary to Mr. H.O. Kleibeler (Member)
Trans Marine Shipping (as Agents only) | 3 Fusion Quarter | Waterford Place | Century City | Cape Town |
7441 | South Africa
+27 21 527 9260 p | +27 21 555 0385 f |anne@tmsships.co.za |www.transmarineshipping.com
On Maternity Leave until 02.11.2015 - please contact Ms. Tamryn Page (tamryn@tmsships.co.za).

       
Kindly note that this email contains privileged and confidential information and should be treated as such.  No copying, altering or
disclosure of contents will be permitted without prior  consent from Trans Marine Shipping. 
All  business undertaken with Trans Marine Shipping is subject to Trans Marine Shipping Standard Trading Conditions.
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From: Phillip Pretorius
To: Jeremy Blood
Subject: FW: RHINO OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION SOUTH AFRICA
Date: 11 August 2015 11:33:21 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Registration form.pdf

Hi Jeremy
 
I would like to register myself and Robor as an interested and affected party
 
I would also like to attend the Information-sharing Meeting will be held in Cape Town on 20
August 2015
 
Regards
 
Phillip Pretorius
Sales Representative
 
2345 Robor Fraud e-signature FIN

 
Cell: 082 090 7429
 
From: Rita Williams [mailto:rwilliams@saoga.org.za] 
Sent: Friday, August 07, 2015 10:20 AM
To: Stephen Leatherbarrow
Subject: RHINO OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION SOUTH AFRICA
 

 
Forward Website Twitter LinkedIn

 

 Rhino Oil and Gas Exploration South Africa  

   

 

Proposed Exploration Activities off the West Coast of South Africa

 
 

The attached letter and Background Information Document (BID) provides information regarding the
applications by Rhino Oil and Gas Exploration South Africa (Pty) Ltd (“Rhino”) to undertake exploration
activities for oil and gas in two exploration licence areas off the South-West Coast of South Africa.

In this regard, Rhino has lodged separate applications for Exploration Rights over each of these two
areas with the Petroleum Agency of South Africa (PASA) in terms of Section 79 of the Mineral and
Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (No. 28 of 2002) (MPRDA), as amended.  

A BID providing preliminary project details has been compiled and distributed for a 30-day comment
period from 5 August to 7 September 2015 (which makes provision for the two public holidays in
August). A copy of the BID is enclosed for your information.
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APPLICATION FOR IION RIGHTS TO UNDERTAKE OIL AND GAS


EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES IN TWO AREAS OFF THE SOUTh.WEST COAST OF


SOUTH AFRICA


(PASA REF NO'S: l2l3/292 ER AND 1UA2$ERl


INTERESTED AND AFFEGTED PARTY (I&AP) REGISTRATION AND RESPONSE FORM


Would you or your organisatlon llke to become a registered l&AP and contlnue to receive information


on the proposed projects? Please indicate area of interest below.


lnshorellcencearea: E
Offshorelicencearea: E


Both: tE


Postal address: 9- Bs-f- -2!2-3^-,--- -[=f-'..to:-- . .
I SOe)


Email address:
C o\


Telephone number: : / tt. oc)
Fax number:


Do you or your organisatlon have any issues or Goncerns regarding the proposed exploration


aetivities? lf yes, please provide details below:


lnshorelicencearea: E ofthore licence arga: E Both: E


Comments must reach
CGA Environihental no Iater than


7 September 2015.


i-.


ENVIRL NMENTAL


Please fonrard to:
CCA ENVIRONTIENTAL (PTY) LTD


Attenlion: Jeremy Blood


Unit 39, Roeland Square, 30 Drury Lane, GAPE TOWN, 8001


PO Box 10145, Caledon Square, 7905


Tel: (021) 461 1 1 1&9 Fax: (0211 461 '112Q


Email: jeremy@ccaenvlronm ental.co.za







  

If you or your organisation would like to register as an interested and affected party and/or wish to
raise any initial issues or concerns regarding either of either of these application processes, please
make use of the attached Registration and Response Form and forward it to our Mr Jeremy Blood
(jeremy@ccaenvironmental.co.za) by no later than 7 September 2015.

Notice is also hereby given that an Information-sharing Meeting will be held in Cape Town on 20
August 2015. The purpose of this meeting is to provide a basic overview of the Exploration Rights
applications and allow an opportunity to raise any issues or concerns.  The details of this meeting are
provided below:

Venue:    Two Oceans Aquarium, Dock Road, V&A Waterfront: The Auditorium
Time:      17h30

Should you have any queries in this regard please do not hesitate to contact Mr Jeremy Blood.

Yours sincerely
Imraan Banderker 
On Behalf of Jonathan Crowther
 
Imraan Banderker
Environmental Consultant
CCA Environmental (Pty) Ltd
 
Email:     ibanderker@slrconsulting.com

    imraan@ccaenvironmental.co.za

Tel:     +27 21 461 1118
Fax:    +27 21 461 1120
 
CCA Environmental
Unit 39, Roeland Square
Cnr Roeland Street and Drury Lane
Cape Town, 8001
South Africa

 

 

You are receiving this email because you are a SAOGA Member or Affiliate, have requested to
be on the mailing list or have opted in at our website.

Our postal address is:

9th Floor | Convention Tower | Heerengracht Street | Foreshore | Cape Town 8001
South Africa

Tel: +27 21 425 8840

Unsubscribe from this list

 

Disclaimer: This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named addressee you
should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail.  Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake
and delete this e-mail from your system. E-mail transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-free as information could be intercepted,
corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late or incomplete, or contain viruses. The sender therefore does not accept liability  for any errors or omissions in
the contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail transmission. We do not endorse, represent or warrant the accuracy or reliability of
any of the information, content, advertisements or other materials contained on, distributed through, or linked, downloaded or accessed from us. We
do not endorse, represent or warrant the quality of any products, information or other materials displayed; purchased, or obtained as a result of or in
connection with our service, and we do not endorse, represent or warrant the service; security or practices of any of the vendors whose products or
services are included on our service. Any reliance upon any information, content, advertisements, materials, products, services or vendors included
on or found through our service shall be at the user's sole risk.
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APPLICATION FOR IION RIGHTS TO UNDERTAKE OIL AND GAS

EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES IN TWO AREAS OFF THE SOUTh.WEST COAST OF

SOUTH AFRICA

(PASA REF NO'S: l2l3/292 ER AND 1UA2$ERl

INTERESTED AND AFFEGTED PARTY (I&AP) REGISTRATION AND RESPONSE FORM

Would you or your organisatlon llke to become a registered l&AP and contlnue to receive information

on the proposed projects? Please indicate area of interest below.

lnshorellcencearea: E
Offshorelicencearea: E

Both: tE

Postal address: 9- Bs-f- -2!2-3^-,--- -[=f-'..to:-- . .
I SOe)

Email address:
C o\

Telephone number: : / tt. oc)
Fax number:

Do you or your organisatlon have any issues or Goncerns regarding the proposed exploration

aetivities? lf yes, please provide details below:

lnshorelicencearea: E ofthore licence arga: E Both: E

Comments must reach
CGA Environihental no Iater than

7 September 2015.

i-.

ENVIRL NMENTAL

Please fonrard to:
CCA ENVIRONTIENTAL (PTY) LTD

Attenlion: Jeremy Blood

Unit 39, Roeland Square, 30 Drury Lane, GAPE TOWN, 8001

PO Box 10145, Caledon Square, 7905

Tel: (021) 461 1 1 1&9 Fax: (0211 461 '112Q

Email: jeremy@ccaenvlronm ental.co.za



From: Thobejane, T. (Thabo)
To: Imraan Banderker
Subject: FW: RHINO OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION SOUTH AFRICA
Date: Tuesday, August 18, 2015 12:00:14 PM
Attachments: Rhino_BID_4_Aug_2015.pdf

Hi Imraan
 
Email below refers.
 
Is Rhino the 100% holder of the two blocks? Or are there other partners in the blocks?
 
Regards
 

 
Thabo S. Thobejane
Senior Associate | Oil & Gas Finance | Nedbank Corporate and Investment Banking
Fifth Floor Block F Nedbank 135 Rivonia Campus 135 Rivonia Road Sandown Sandton 2196 South Africa | PO Box 1144 Johannesburg 2000 South Africa
t +27 (0)11 294 4343 f +27 (0)11 295 4343 c +27(0)72 611 4714; +27(0)82 497 2604 @ thaboth@nedbank.co.za
Website: nedbank.co.za

 

THINK BEFORE YOU PRINT – At Nedbank we are committed to minimising environmental impact and encourage the preservation of natural capital.  

 

 
 

From: Rita Williams [mailto:rwilliams@saoga.org.za] 
Sent: 07 August 2015 10:47 AM
To: Thobejane, T. (Thabo)
Subject: RHINO OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION SOUTH AFRICA
 

 

 

SAOGA Logo

Forward Website Twitter LinkedIn
 

 Rhino Oil and Gas Exploration South Africa  

   

 

Proposed Exploration Activities off the West Coast of South Africa

 
 

 

The attached letter and Background Information Document (BID) provides information regarding the
 applications by Rhino Oil and Gas Exploration South Africa (Pty) Ltd (“Rhino”) to undertake exploration
 activities for oil and gas in two exploration licence areas off the South-West Coast of South Africa.

In this regard, Rhino has lodged separate applications for Exploration Rights over each of these two
 areas with the Petroleum Agency of South Africa (PASA) in terms of Section 79 of the Mineral and
 Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (No. 28 of 2002) (MPRDA), as amended.  

A BID providing preliminary project details has been compiled and distributed for a 30-day comment
 period from 5 August to 7 September 2015 (which makes provision for the two public holidays in
 August). A copy of the BID is enclosed for your information.

If you or your organisation would like to register as an interested and affected party and/or wish to raise
 any initial issues or concerns regarding either of either of these application processes, please make use
 of the attached Registration and Response Form and forward it to our Mr Jeremy Blood
 (jeremy@ccaenvironmental.co.za) by no later than 7 September 2015.

Notice is also hereby given that an Information-sharing Meeting will be held in Cape Town on 20 August
 2015. The purpose of this meeting is to provide a basic overview of the Exploration Rights applications
 and allow an opportunity to raise any issues or concerns.  The details of this meeting are provided
 below:

Venue:    Two Oceans Aquarium, Dock Road, V&A Waterfront: The Auditorium
Time:      17h30

Should you have any queries in this regard please do not hesitate to contact Mr Jeremy Blood.

Yours sincerely
Imraan Banderker 
On Behalf of Jonathan Crowther
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APPLICATION FOR EXPLORATION RIGHTS TO 
UNDERTAKE OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION 


ACTIVITIES IN TWO EXPLORATION LICENCE AREAS 
OFF THE SOUTH-WEST COAST OF SOUTH AFRICA 


 


BACKGROUND INFORMATION DOCUMENT AUGUST 2015 
 


1. INTRODUCTION 
 


Rhino Oil and Gas Exploration South Africa (Pty) Ltd (“Rhino”) is proposing to explore for oil and gas in two 
exploration licence areas situated off the South-West Coast of South Africa (see Figure 1).  In April 2015, 
Rhino lodged separate applications for Exploration Rights over each of these two areas with the Petroleum 
Agency of South Africa (PASA) in terms of Section 79 of the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development 
Act, 2002 (No. 28 of 2002) (MPRDA), as amended.  PASA accepted both of these applications on 22 May 
2015. 
 


The two areas for which exploration rights are being applied are described below: 


 Inshore exploration licence area: This exploration licence area includes various inshore blocks 
adjacent to the coast roughly between Saldanha Bay and Cape Agulhas.  The area covers 
approximately 16 190 km2 and extends from the coast out to a maximum water depth of approximately 
350 m.  The reference number relating to this application is 12/3/292 ER. 


 Offshore exploration licence area: This exploration licence area (Blocks 3617 & 3717) is located 
approximately 190 km off the coast in water depths greater than 3 500 m.  The area is approximately 
13 279 km2 in extent.  The reference number relating to this application is 12/3/293 ER. 


 


Rhino’s proposed initial three-year exploration programme for both exploration licence areas would include 
multi-beam bathymetry and 2D / 3D seismic surveys.  These activities provide for the rapid collection of data 
and provide critical information regarding the exploration potential of these areas and would guide future 
exploration efforts.  
 


In terms of Section 79 of the MPRDA, a requirement for obtaining an Exploration Right is that the applicant 
must comply with Chapter 5 of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (No. 107 of 1998) 
(NEMA), as amended, with regards to consultation and reporting.  In terms of NEMA, the proposed 
applications require Environmental Authorisation as they trigger Activity 18 in Listing Notice 2 (GN No. 
R984).  As such a Scoping and Environmental Impact Assessment (hereafter termed “SEIA”) process must 
be undertaken in terms of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations 2014. Furthermore, 
Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) must be notified and consulted in this regard.   
 


CCA Environmental (Pty) Ltd (CCA) has been appointed by Rhino to undertake two separate SEIA 
processes (one per application) to meet the relevant requirements of both the MPRDA and NEMA.  In order 
to avoid duplication and I&AP confusion, the public participation process will, where possible, be combined 
and undertaken in parallel.  Thus this Background information Document (BID) has been prepared for both 
exploration licence areas and associated SEIA processes. 
 
 


2. PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT 
 


This BID serves to: 


 Inform I&APs that Rhino has lodged an application with PASA for an Exploration Right over each of 
two areas off the South-West Coast of South Africa; 


 Provide a description of the proposed exploration activities; 


 Highlight the key issues regarding the potential environmental impacts of the proposed activities;  
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 Provide a description of the proposed exploration well drilling operation and the SEIA process; and 


 Provide I&APs with an opportunity to register on the SEIA process databases and provide initial 
comment on the proposed Exploration Right applications.   


 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 1: Location of Rhino’s two Exploration Right application licence areas off the South-


West Coast of South Africa (after Google Earth).   
 
 


3. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
 


The proposed exploration programmes in both exploration licence areas would commence with acquisition 
and collation of existing data.  Thereafter multi-beam bathymetry and 2D/3D seismic surveys would be 
conducted to identify potential target areas for future exploration. The proposed activities associated with the 
exploration programme are described further below. 
 
 


3.1 MULTI-BEAM BATHYMETRY 
 


The proposed multi-beam bathymetry survey would be conducted to provide an accurate measurement of 
seafloor depth and is planned to only take place along the proposed seismic survey target lines  
(see Section 3.2 below).  The location of the survey lines are shown in Figure 2.  It should be noted that no 
multi-beam bathymetry survey acquisition would be undertaken within a 10 km buffer off the coast.   
For the offshore exploration area, two alternative survey programmes are being considered by Rhino at this 
stage (see Figure 3). 
 


The survey vessel would be equipped with a multi-beam echo sounder to obtain swath bathymetry and a 
sub-bottom profiler to image the seabed and the near surface geology in the immediate vicinity of each core 
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and test location (see Section 3.4 below).  The multi-beam system provides depth sounding information on 
either side of the vessel’s track across a swath width of approximately two times the water depth.  The multi-
beam echo sounder emits a fan of acoustic beams from a transducer at frequencies ranging from 10 kHz to 
200 kHz and typically produces sound levels in the order of 207 db re 1μPa at 1m.  The sub-bottom profiler 
emits an acoustic pulse from a transducer at frequencies ranging from 3 kHz to 40 kHz and typically 
produces sound levels in the order of 206 db re 1μPa at 1m.  This system produces a digital terrain model of 
the seafloor (see Figure 4).  
 


It is anticipated that data acquisition would take in the order of 15 to 20 productive days per exploration area 
to complete at a vessel speed of 4 knots. 
 


  
 


Figure 2 Indicative multi-beam bathymetry and seismic survey lines in the inshore exploration 
licence area. 


 


 


Figure 3 Indicative alternatives for the multi-beam bathymetry and seismic survey lines in the 
offshore exploration licence area. 


PROPOSED SURVEY LINES 


EXISTING SURVEY LINES 
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Figure 4: Illustration of a vessel using multi-beam depth/echo sounders (http://www.gns.cri.nz/). 
 
 


3.2 SEISMIC SURVEYS 
 


Introduction 
Seismic surveys are carried out during oil and gas exploration activities in order to investigate subsea 
geological formations.  During seismic surveys, high-level, low frequency sounds are directed towards the 
seabed from near-surface sound sources towed by a seismic vessel.  Signals reflected from geological 
interfaces below the seafloor are recorded by multiple receivers (or hydrophones) towed in a single or 
multiple streamer (see Figure 5).  Analyses of the returned signals allow for interpretation of subsea 
geological formations.  
 


Seismic surveys are undertaken to collect either 2D or 3D data.  2D surveys are typically applied to obtain 
regional data from widely spaced survey grids (tens of kilometres) and infill surveys on closer grids (down to 
a 1 km spacing) are applied to provide more detail over specific areas of interest.  3D surveys are typically 
applied to promising petroleum prospects to assist in fault interpretation, distribution of sand bodies, 
estimates of oil and gas in place and the location of exploration wells.   
 


For this investigation Rhino is proposing to undertake acquisition of a 2D seismic survey within both 
exploration areas.  A 3D seismic survey is also being considered for the offshore exploration licence area. 
 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 5: Principles of offshore seismic acquisition surveys (from fishsafe.eu). 
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Extent, duration and timing 
The proposed 2D seismic surveys would comprise a number of low density spaced survey lines covering the 
majority of the exploration areas (see Figures 2 and 3).  As for the proposed multi-beam bathymetry survey, 
no seismic survey acquisition would be undertaken within a 10 km buffer off the coast.  The inclusion of a  
10 km buffer is based on previous seismic applications off the South and East coasts.  The proposed 2D 
seismic survey would be minimum of 160 km and 200 km in total length for the inshore and offshore 
exploration licence areas, respectively.  Once the initial 2D surveys have been undertaken the data would be 
analysed.   
 
After data analysis further possible target areas may be identified for the offshore exploration licence area for 
3D seismic surveying. 
 
Although survey commencement would ultimately depend on a permit award date, availability of seismic 
contractors and other factors, it is anticipated that the survey would be undertaken during the summer of 
2016/2017 and would take on the order of 15 to 20 productive days to complete per area.  The summer 
period has specifically been selected in order to avoid the main cetacean migration / breeding period from 
June to December, as well as ensuring optimal sea state and weather conditions. 
 
 
Survey methodology and airgun array 
The seismic vessel would travel along transects of a prescribed grid within the survey area that have been 
carefully chosen to cross any known or suspected geological structure.  During surveying, the seismic vessel 
would travel at a speed of between four and six knots (i.e. 2 to 3 metres per second).  
 
The seismic survey would involve a towed airgun array, which provides the seismic source energy for the 
profiling process, and a seismic wave detector system, usually known as a hydrophone streamer.  The 
anticipated airgun and hydrophone array would be dependent on whether a 2D or 3D seismic survey is 
undertaken.  The sound source or airgun array (one for 2D and two for 3D) would be situated some 80 m to 
150 m behind the vessel at a depth of 5 m to 25 m below the surface.  A 2D survey typically involves a single 
streamer, whereas 3D surveys use multiple streamers (up to 12 streamers spaced 100 m apart).  The array 
can be up to 12 000 m long.  The streamer/s would be towed at a depth of between 6 m and 30 m and would 
not be visible, except for the tail-buoy at the far end of the cable.  A typical 3D seismic survey configuration 
and safe operational limits are illustrated in Figure 6.  
 
 
Exclusion zone 
Under the Convention on the International Regulations for Preventing Collisions at Sea (COLREGS, 1972),  
a vessel that is engaged in surveying or towing operations is defined as a “vessel restricted in its ability to 
manoeuvre” which requires that power-driven and sailing vessels give way to a vessel restricted in its ability 
to manoeuvre.  Vessels engaged in fishing shall, so far as possible, keep out of the way of the seismic 
survey operation.  Furthermore, under the Marine Traffic Act, 1981 (No. 2 of 1981), a vessel (including array 
of airguns and hydrophones) used for the purpose of exploiting the seabed falls under the definition of an 
“offshore installation” and as such it is protected by a 500 m safety zone.  It is an offence for an unauthorised 
vessel to enter the safety zone.  In addition to a statutory 500 m safety zone a seismic contractor would 
typically request a safe operational limit (that is greater than the 500 m safety zone) that it would like other 
vessels to stay beyond.  Typical safe operational limits for 2D and 3D surveys are illustrated in Figure 6. 
Support vessels are usually commissioned as ‘chase’ boats to ensure that other vessels adhere to the safe 
operational limits.   
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Figure 6: Typical configuration for a 3D seismic survey operation. Safe operational limits applicable 
to both 2D and 3D surveys are also shown. 


 
 


4. KEY ISSUES TO BE INVESTIGATED 
 


The following key issues and potential impacts have been identified in relation to the proposed exploration 
activities and will be addressed in the SEIA: 


 Noise effects on marine fauna from the multi-beam bathymetry and seismic surveys; 


 Effects on the fishing industry, including effects on fish behaviour, fish catches and cessation or 
displacement of fishing activities, as a result of noise effects and presence of survey vessels; 


 Interference with marine recreational facilities and transport routes;  


 Impact on tourism and recreation as a result of noise effects and presence of survey vessels; and 


 Waste discharges to sea and atmosphere. 
 
 


5. SEIA PROCESS 
 


The SEIA process has the following important objectives: 


 To provide a reasonable opportunity for I&APs to be involved in the study; 


 To ensure that all potential key environmental issues and impacts that would result from the proposed 
projects are identified; 


 To identify feasible alternatives related to the project proposals;  


 To assess potential impacts of the proposed project alternatives during the different phases of project 
development; 


 To present appropriate mitigation or optimisation measures to minimise potential impacts or enhance 
potential benefits, respectively; and 


 Through the above, to ensure informed, transparent and accountable decision-making by the relevant 
authorities. 
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The SEIA process consists of a series of steps to ensure compliance with these objectives and the EIA 
Regulations 2014 as set out in GN No. R982.  The process involves an open, participatory approach to 
ensure to ensure that all impacts are identified and that decision-making takes place in an informed, 
transparent and accountable manner.  
 
A diagrammatic representation of the SEIA process is presented in Figure 6. 
 
 
5.1 SCOPING PHASE 
 
The key steps in the Scoping Phase where you can participate and provide input include: 


 the distribution of BID (this document) for a 30-day comment period; 


 attend Information-sharing Meeting (see Section 6 below regarding the details of the proposed 
information sharing meeting); and 


 the distribution of a Scoping Report for a 30-day comment period. 
 
All comments received during these steps will be assimilated and responded to in a Scoping Report.  The 
Scoping Phase will culminate in the submission of the Scoping Report to PASA for acceptance.  
 
 
5.2 EIA PHASE 
 
The purpose of this phase is to gather information and to undertake specialist studies to address the key 
issues identified during the Scoping Phase.  The specialist information and other relevant information is then 
integrated into an Environmental Impact Report (EIR), which will presents the findings of the specialist 
studies, provide an assessment of the impacts of the proposed project and recommend management actions 
to enhance positive benefits or avoid/minimise potential negative impacts.  The specialist studies identified 
thus far and their Terms of Reference are listed below. 
 


Marine Faunal Assessment 


 Provide a general description of the local marine fauna and benthic biodiversity of the proposed 
exploration area based on current available literature; 


 Identify, describe and assess the significance of potential impacts of the proposed exploration 
activities on the local marine fauna, focussing particularly on marine mammals and turtles, but 
including generic effects on fish and pelagic and benthic invertebrates; and 


 Identify practicable mitigation measures to reduce any negative impacts and indicate how these could 
be implemented in the implementation and management of the proposed project. 


 


Fisheries Assessment 


 Describe the fishing activities expected in and around the proposed exploration area; 


 Undertake a spatial and temporal assessment of fishing effort in the proposed exploration area;  


Assess the significance of potential impacts of the proposed exploration activities on the fishing 
activities in terms of estimated catch and effort loss; and 


 Identify practicable mitigation measures to reduce any negative impacts on the fishing industry. 


 


The EIR will be made available for a 30-day comment and review period, after which it will be revised and 
submitted to PASA for decision-making. 
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6. YOUR INVITATION TO REGISTER AND COMMENT 
 
If you or your organisation wish to register as an I&AP on the project databases and/or wish to raise any 
issues or concerns regarding the proposed projects, please make use of the attached Response Form and 
forward it to CCA (see contact details below) no later than 7 September 2015. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Notice is also hereby given that an Information-sharing Meeting will be held on 20 August 2015.   
The purpose of this meeting is to provide a basic overview of the proposed projects and allow an opportunity 
to raise any issues or concerns.  The details of this meeting are provided below: 
 


Location: Cape Town 


Venue: Two Oceans Aquarium, Dock Road, V&A Waterfront:  
The Auditorium 


Time: 17h30 


 
 
It should be noted that all registered I&APs will be notified when the Scoping Reports are available for review 
and comment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


 


CCA Environmental (Pty) Ltd 
Attention: Jeremy Blood  


 


PO Box 10145, Caledon Square, 7905, Cape Town 
Tel: (021) 461 1118/9   Fax: (021) 461 1120 


E-mail: jeremy@ccaenvironmental.co.za 
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Figure 7:  Diagrammatic representation of the SEIA process. 







 
Imraan Banderker
Environmental Consultant
CCA Environmental (Pty) Ltd
 
Email:     ibanderker@slrconsulting.com

    imraan@ccaenvironmental.co.za

Tel:     +27 21 461 1118
Fax:    +27 21 461 1120
 
CCA Environmental
Unit 39, Roeland Square
Cnr Roeland Street and Drury Lane
Cape Town, 8001
South Africa

 

You are receiving this email because you are a SAOGA Member or Affiliate, have requested to
 be on the mailing list or have opted in at our website.

Our postal address is:

9th Floor | Convention Tower | Heerengracht Street | Foreshore | Cape Town 8001
South Africa

Tel: +27 21 425 8840

Unsubscribe from this list

 

Disclaimer: This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individual named. If you are not the named addressee you
 should not disseminate, distribute or copy this e-mail. Please notify the sender immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and
 delete this e-mail from your system. E-mail transmission cannot be guaranteed to be secure or error-free as information could be intercepted,
 corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late or incomplete, or contain viruses. The sender therefore does not accept liability for any errors or omissions in the
 contents of this message, which arise as a result of e-mail transmission. We do not endorse, represent or warrant the accuracy or reliability of any of
 the information, content, advertisements or other materials contained on, distributed through, or linked, downloaded or accessed from us. We do not
 endorse, represent or warrant the quality of any products, information or other materials displayed; purchased, or obtained as a result of or in
 connection with our service, and we do not endorse, represent or warrant the service; security or practices of any of the vendors whose products or
 services are included on our service. Any reliance upon any information, content, advertisements, materials, products, services or vendors included on
 or found through our service shall be at the user's sole risk.

mailto:ibanderker@slrconsulting.com
mailto:imraan@ccaenvironmental.co.za
http://www.saoga.org.za/civicrm/mailing/unsubscribe?reset=1&jid=2681&qid=405837&h=ef6ddcf8de941ac3


From: Jeremy Blood
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Jeremy Blood
Associate
CCA Environmental (Pty) Ltd

 

Email:jblood@slrconsulting.com
Tel: +27 21 461 1118
Fax: +27 21 461 1120

 

From: BURON Benoît [mailto:b.buron@necotrans.com] 
Sent: 20 August 2015 09:38 AM
To: Jeremy Blood
Subject: RE: RHINO OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION SOUTH AFRICA
 
Good day Jeremy,
 
Please find attached our registration form.
 
Best regards
 

 
Benoît BURON
Managing Director
 
Tel: +27 (0) 21 510 5810
Mobile: +27 (0) 82 657 8231
Extension: 131       
 
16 A Auckland Street
Paarden Eiland
Cape Town    
 
b.buron@necotrans.com
www.necotrans.com
 

ü   Level 4 BBBEE rating
 

cid:image006.jpg@01D004F4.412D3F00

P     Before printing think green and ask yourself, is it necessary?
 
This message and all attachment contains information from AMT/necotrans, which is confidential and may be protected by legal privilege. This
information is intended for the addressee only.  Its contents do not constitute a commitment by the sender and/or any person copied in except where
provided for in a written agreement between you and the sender. Any unauthorised disclosure, use or dissemination, either whole or partial of this

mailto:/O=SLRMAIL/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=JEREMY BLOOD5E9
mailto:mkula@slrconsulting.com
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Christina Hagen
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BirdLife South Africa

Adri
Typewriter
PO Box 7119, Roggebaai 8012, Cape Town, South Africa

Adri
Typewriter
christina.hagen@birdlife.org.za

Adri
Typewriter
+27 (0) 21 419 7347

Adri
Typewriter
x

Adri
Typewriter
BirdLife South Africa would like to request that CCA Environmental (PTY) LTD cooperate with the Department of Agriculture,

Forestry and Fisheries to set up an experimental procedure to assess the impact of seismic surveys on fish populations.

Ideally a pre- and post-survey assessment should be conducted to determine the effects on fish stocks in the survey area.

This assessment will be important for both the fishery sector and seabird and other marine predators.



From: Jeremy Blood
To: Mandy Kula
Cc: Nicholas Arnott
Subject: FW: RHINO OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION SOUTH AFRICA
Date: 02 September 2015 01:35:55 PM
Attachments: Completed I&AP Registration and Response Form.pdf

 
 

 

Jeremy Blood
Associate
CCA Environmental (Pty) Ltd

 

Email:jblood@slrconsulting.com
Tel: +27 21 461 1118
Fax: +27 21 461 1120

 

From: Pedro Florendo [mailto:Pedro@petroleum-pipe.com] 
Sent: 02 September 2015 01:16 PM
To: Jeremy Blood
Cc: Fraser MacDonald; Amirreza Kasraie
Subject: RE: RHINO OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION SOUTH AFRICA
 

Dear Jeremy,
 
Please find attached completed I&AP Registration and Response Form for your perusal.
 
Should you need any further details, please do not hesitate to contact us.
 
Best regards,
 
Pedro Florendo
Petroleum Pipe Middle East 
Office No.:  +971 4 8123800
Direct No.:  +971 4 8123821

 
 
 

Begin Forwarded Message:
From: "Rita Williams" <rwilliams@saoga.org.za>
Subject: RHINO OIL AND GAS EXPLORATION SOUTH AFRICA
Date: 07 August 2015 10:25
To: "Amirreza Kasraie" <amirreza.kasraie@petroleum-pipe.com>

 
Forward Website Twitter LinkedIn
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