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From: Pepino Koeries <safetypk73@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, 16 January 2023 19:45
To: TEEPSA EIA
Cc: ZA - GLD - Teepsa Esia
Subject: Fwd: Images
Attachments: 1673878717073.jpeg; 1673878686219.jpeg

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

See attached WSP 

Kindly regards 
CHAIRMAN /KAI KORANA TRIBE 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Coetzee Jessica <coetzeejessica11@gmail.com> 
Date: Mon, Jan 16, 2023 at 3:19 PM 
Subject: Images 
To: <safetypk73@gmail.com> 

Monareng, Qondile (ZAMM05104)
Rectangle

Monareng, Qondile (ZAMM05104)
Rectangle

Monareng, Qondile (ZAMM05104)
Rectangle



Monareng, Qondile (ZAMM05104)
Rectangle

Monareng, Qondile (ZAMM05104)
Rectangle





1

From: ZA - GLD - PPOffice
Sent: Thursday, 19 January 2023 15:32
To: TEEPSA EIA
Subject: FW: MARINE QUERY SEAVIEW ,PORT ELIZABETH
Attachments: 1674120612413.jpg; 1674120612372.jpg; 1674120612399.jpg; 1674120612447.jpg; 

1674120612345.jpg; 1674120612359.jpg; 1674120612385.jpg; 1674120612437.jpg; 
1674120612426.jpg

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

From: Sisonke Admin <sisonkecommunityinfo@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, January 19, 2023 11:44 AM 
To: ZA - GLD - PPOffice <gld.PP@wsp.com> 
Cc: Nelisiwe VUNDLA <nelisiwe.vundla@totalenergies.com>; fatima.cassiem@aboriginalcouncil.co.za; Shireen Green 
<shireensharlene1974@gmail.com> 
Subject: RE: MARINE QUERY SEAVIEW ,PORT ELIZABETH 

Dear Sir /Madam 

I'm Earl Pillay from NATIONAL ABORIGINAL GOVERNANCE COUNCIL 

I was advised to contact you by Neliswe Vundla Totalenergies, copied in this email. 

There's a issue that's, causing huge concerns in the Aboriginal community pertaining to fish that washed out in SEAVIEW, 
GQHEBERHA/PORT ELIZABETH. 

The incident transpired yesterday/ today early morning. 

Kindly investigate, as TOTALENERGIES are fingered by the communities , and yet there's no offshore exploration in the said area, duly 
confirmed by Neliswe. We do want development from Totalenergies. 

I as representative of NAGC want to lay this issue to bed, to inform the communities, what exactly transpired. 

Be mindful we need Marine Expertise to address the issue with me, please forward in layman's terms and I will then disseminate the 
marine scientific feedback to them on the various Aboriginal Social Media platforms. 

Please find attached pics from the SEAVIEW BEACH area. 

Trust you will revert soonest. 

Regards 
Earl Pillay 
NAGC SPV 
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From: Sisonke Admin <sisonkecommunityinfo@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, 02 February 2023 09:52
To: ZA - GLD - Teepsa Esia
Cc: TEEPSA EIA; earl.pillay@aboriginalcouncil.co.za; yoline.fisher@aboriginalcouncil.co.za; 

fatima.cassiem@aboriginalcouncil.co.za
Subject: Re: FW: MARINE QUERY SEAVIEW ,PORT ELIZABETH
Attachments: image001.jpg

Dear Stakeholders 

Thanks for the response. 

However we endeavour to send out a positive response to the Aboriginal communities residing in that area. 

We always try to moralate these type of issues as we do want development by TOTALENERGIES. 

Trust to receive more detailed Marine Scientific Evidence of the incident soonest. 

Regards 
Earl Pillay 
MEMBER NAGC EXECUTIVE TEAM 

On Thu, 2 Feb 2023, 09:26 ZA - GLD - Teepsa Esia, <gld.teepsaesia@wsp.com> wrote: 

Dear Mr Pillay, 

Your email regarding the fish kills at Seaview on or about 19 January 2022 refers. 

We have made enquiries with the marine research network in Gqeberha and await a response.  We have heard that 
the fish kill is known among the marine research community and have enquired if anybody responded to it and has 
further information as to the cause of the kill. 

We will get back to you as soon as further information is available. 

Kind regards, 
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The linked image cannot be displayed.  The file may have been moved, renamed, or deleted. Verify that the link points to the correct file and location.

 
 

Public Participation Office 
 
T +27 11 254 4800 

  

  

From: Sisonke Admin <sisonkecommunityinfo@gmail.com>  
Sent: Thursday, January 19, 2023 11:44 AM 
To: ZA - GLD - PPOffice <gld.PP@wsp.com> 
Cc: Nelisiwe VUNDLA <nelisiwe.vundla@totalenergies.com>; fatima.cassiem@aboriginalcouncil.co.za; Shireen 
Green <shireensharlene1974@gmail.com> 
Subject: RE: MARINE QUERY SEAVIEW ,PORT ELIZABETH 

  

Dear Sir /Madam 

  

  

I'm Earl Pillay from NATIONAL ABORIGINAL GOVERNANCE COUNCIL 

  

  

I was advised to contact you by Neliswe Vundla Totalenergies, copied in this email. 

  

  

There's a issue that's, causing huge concerns in the Aboriginal community pertaining to fish that washed out in SEAVIEW, 
GQHEBERHA/PORT ELIZABETH. 

  

  

The incident transpired yesterday/ today early morning. 

  

  

Kindly investigate, as TOTALENERGIES are fingered by the communities , and yet there's no offshore exploration in the said area, 
duly confirmed by Neliswe. We do want development from Totalenergies. 

  

  

I as representative of NAGC want to lay this issue to bed, to inform the communities, what exactly transpired. 
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Be mindful we need Marine Expertise to address the issue with me, please forward in layman's terms and I will then disseminate the 
marine scientific feedback to them on the various Aboriginal Social Media platforms. 

  

  

Please find attached pics from the SEAVIEW BEACH area. 

  

  

Trust you will revert soonest. 

  

  

Regards 

Earl Pillay 

NAGC SPV 

+27 67 055 5369 

  

  

 
 
NOTICE: This communication and any attachments ("this message") may contain information which is privileged, confidential, proprietary or otherwise 
subject to restricted disclosure under applicable law. This message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). Any unauthorized use, disclosure, 
viewing, copying, alteration, dissemination or distribution of, or reliance on, this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, 
or you are not an authorized or intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by replying to this message, delete this message and all copies 
from your e-mail system and destroy any printed copies.  

 
 
 
-LAEmHhHzdJzBlTWfa4Hgs7pbKl  
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From: Jonathan van der Westhuizen <jonathan@naturaljustice.org>
Sent: Friday, 03 February 2023 19:59
To: TEEPSA EIA
Cc: jacobsantonio106@gmail.com
Subject: WCIC comments
Attachments: WCIC.docx

Good evening  

Kindly find comments from WCIC. 

Jonathan 
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 West Coast Indigenous Council 

                                                                                                                4 Faroastr 

                                                                                                                 Lambertsbay 

                                                                                                                  8130 

 

Re: Comments from Indigenous Communi�es  

       WSP Public Par�cipa�on / Block 11B/ 12B 

 

The West Coast Indigenous Council was established to speak for and fight for the of the first na�on 
people. All members of the council have deep ancestral roots in South Africa and par�cular the West 
Coast. Our vision is to guide and assist the indigenous people to win back their dignity. 

 

Our objec�on is against the onslaught of our Marine heritage and natural resources, which are 
integral part off our cultural indigenous lifestyle. Fishing is the primary source of income and food 
security for our people along the en�re coasts of South Africa, and any disturbance to our natural 
biodiversity will for surely have devasta�ng impact on our diverse marine life as these proposed 
ac�vi�es undertaking will warmer the oceans temperature with dire consequences, because 
everything in the sea as we have learned always works its way back to the ocean shore line, our 
people will be at the receiving end of all of that. As these mee�ng can’t give us a clear guarantee that 
they have mi�ga�on factors in place to foresee any damages cause by these kinds of ac�ons. Our 
tradi�onal fishing catches are also ge�ng very limited and is moving away from its original habitat 
like the favorite Cape Brine and our indigenous fishers needs to move deeper in the ocean with lots 
of costs and danger atached to that because of these ac�vi�es. The Cri�cal Biodiversity zones 
(Marine protected area) are not taken into considera�on within this applica�on because your 
infrastructure will cut through these cri�cal iden�fied sensi�ve areas. 

In public par�cipa�on processes the right holder for these ac�vi�es seismic tes�ng is not clear about 
how we as first na�on people will share of the benefits that they for all these years are reaping from 
our ocean, without any true remedy for those people who are s�ll suffering from oppressor and 
domina�on, the process is just a �ck box exercise and we are not really consider within these process 
as affected par�es to these kinds of ac�vi�es. 

Oil and Gas is a super high risk for our environment and our tradi�onal sectors along the coastline 
which is tourism and fishing will suffer soon as a result of these ac�vi�es taking into considera�on 
the great contribu�on to greenhouse gas emissions from these projects. The high levels of Algal 
blooms release can be toxic to the ocean and deple�ng levels in oxygen will kill marine life.  
Increased carbon dioxide in the atmosphere from the burning of fossil fuels is absorbing by seawater 
and makes it more acidic. Ocean acidifica�on impacts key species, and the result is slower growth 
from these species and lower survival rates, smaller sizes and abnormal shapes seen in the oysters. 
The rising sea levels also affec�ng the land with increased coastal erosion which in turn affects the 
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indigenous coastal communi�es, damages to cultural sites and infrastructure and contribute to 
climate change in our oceans. Our ability to reconnect with our cultural and spiritual connec�on with 
the ocean, these issues are important to us, as we rely on the ocean as a source of food, a space for 
recrea�on and a place for iden�ty forma�on and spiritual well- being. 

 

If our marine environment is unhealthy tradi�onal fishing/marine are put at risk. 

 

 

Signed on behalf of the West Coast Indigenous Council 

C ENGELBRECHT 

03/02/2023 

 

 

 

                                            WCIC – West Coast Indigenous Council 

Improved appreciation for diversity,sustainability and social responsibility. 
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Subject: FW: comments Ghariquriqua Council
Attachments: block11b.12B.pdf

From: Jonathan van der Westhuizen <jonathan@naturaljustice.org>  
Sent: 03 February 2023 20:04 
To: TEEPSA EIA <teepsaEIA@wsp.com> 
Cc: ChariGuriqua Xam <chariguriqua.xam@gmail.com> 
Subject: comments Ghariquriqua Council 

Hi  

Find attached comments 

Jonathan 

NOTICE: This communication and any attachments ("this message") may contain information which is privileged, confidential, proprietary or otherwise 
subject to restricted disclosure under applicable law. This message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). Any unauthorized use, disclosure, viewing, 
copying, alteration, dissemination or distribution of, or reliance on, this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, or you are 
not an authorized or intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by replying to this message, delete this message and all copies from your e-
mail system and destroy any printed copies.  

-LAEmHhHzdJzBlTWfa4Hgs7pbKl
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 Chari-Guriqua  /  !!Xarixu//aes 

San Tribe 

5 Gilfillan Street 
      Paarl 7646 

Email: chariguriqua.xam@gmail.com 
Principal leader Chief Julian Arendse  

0837268021 
Head Secretary Quinton van Wyk 

0652652244 

To whom it may concern. 

To be listed as affected party in connection to Environmental and Social Impact Assesment 
(ESIA) 
For proposed offshore production rights and environmental authorisation applications for block 
11B/12B 

We are the above mentioned tribe. 

We are concerned about the effects and impacts of drilling. 

The impact on the historical, social and economic livelihoods of families and marine live and therefore want 
clarity from your client around these impacts  

Kindly find our contact details on footer. 

With grave concern 

Principle Custodian (PC) 

Senior Chief  
Julian Arendse 
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Date: 14 December 2022  

FOR ATTENTION: TotalEnergy EP South Africa Stakeholders Engagement Team  

REFERENCE: COMMENTS ON PROPOSED OFFSHORE EXPLORATION IN BLOCK 5/6/7 & BLOCK 11B/12B  

SOUTH-WEST COAST, SOUTH AFRICA   

Customary Tribal Territories: West Coast area: Nama, Cochoqua, Guriqau, the Cape Peninsula is 

Goringhaicona, Goringhaiqua and Goraghouqua. South Coast area: Cochoqua, Ghainoqua, Hessequa 

and Gouriqua  

We are grateful for the chance to comment on the abovementioned Request for Input from the TEEPSA 

and SLR, which correctly noted the urgent need for Environmental and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) 

and climate admission.  

We are writing to you regarding a particular set of voluntary disclosure that, in our opinion, are essential 

for addressing climate risk as well as broader ESIA risks and political, reputational, operational, and legal 

risks, but that your concern may be overlooked in your evaluation of the filings regarding the KhoiSan  

Customary Tribal Structure and Indigenous Fishing Communities. The problem is the violation of 

Indigenous and tribal peoples' land & sea rights and other rights by market capitalisation businesses.  

As we explain in this letter, corporations directly associated with violations of land rights infrequently 

inform investors of the numerous legal, political, reputational, and operational risks associated with 

such violations, all of which have a material adverse effect on issuers' financial position.  

However, banks, asset managers, and other financial institutions are increasingly acknowledging publicly 

the critical need of respect for Indigenous and tribal rights. Below is a discussion on free, prior, and 

informed consent (FPIC.) Since 2015, the World Bank has adhered to a stringent FPIC policy. The 

significance of such disclosures is becoming recognized by foreign securities regulators as well. For 

instance, the Non-Financial Reporting Directive of the European Commission encourages disclosure of 

human rights due diligence and actions taken to stop violations of human rights, especially those 

affecting the rights of Indigenous peoples.  

These kinds of requirements are anticipated to become legally binding as the Directive is now being 

reviewed.  

Finally, the problem of land rights for Khoi and San Indigenous and Tribal Peoples, which is crucial to 

protecting the ecology and the climate, affects on all three components of the ESIA landscape, on which 

investors themselves are increasingly admitting they base their investment choices.  
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As a result, the TEEPSA requires information of the dangers of present and future violations of  

Indigenous and tribal people's land rights and other rights brought on by the issuers' business strategies 

and particular projects. By doing this, TEEPSA would be able to further its goals to protect investors, 

provide fair, orderly, and efficient markets, and promote capital formation.  

Indigenous & Tribal Peoples and the Environment    

As explained by the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, “while Indigenous peoples in all regions 

of the world live on lands and territories that contain a great wealth of natural resources, they remain 

some of the most vulnerable people on earth due to centuries of marginalization and discrimination. 

Indigenous peoples’ special relationship with their lands – a fundamental element of their spiritual, 

religious, cultural and physical survival – is often at odds with these interests.”  
United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, “Indigenous Peoples And Industrial Corporations,”  

Land is not just a possession and a source of income for many Indigenous and tribal peoples. Through 

memories, stories, and spiritual and cultural locations, their past and identity are connected to their 

territory. Impacts from the environment and climate have an impact on people's ability to sustain 

themselves, as well as their relationship with their land, ability to exist as Indigenous people, and ability 

to uphold their unique identity and customs. Numerous Indigenous and tribal domains have 

complicated networks of relationships, usage rights, and different decision-making procedures, and they 

are collectively owned and governed.  

Therefore, even in a seemingly empty location remote from a settlement, activities or projects like 

mining, fishing, agribusiness, or oil drilling might make it harder for people to survive.  

Per the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, “the impact of such projects includes environmental 

damage to traditional lands in addition to loss of culture, traditional knowledge and livelihoods.” These 

differences are significant because they have given rise to a body of international legal standards.  
United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, “Indigenous Peoples And Industrial Corporations,” 
https://www.un.org/esa/socdev/unpfii//documents/PFII8_FS3.pdf.  

Article 25 of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples states: Indigenous peoples have the 

right to maintain and strengthen their distinctive spiritual relationship with their traditionally owned or 

otherwise occupied and used lands, territories, waters and coastal seas and other resources and to 

uphold their responsibilities to future generations in this regard.  
United Nations, United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous  
Peoples,  https://www.un.org/development/desa/indigenouspeoples/declaration-on-the-rights-of-indigenous-peoples.html.     
UNDRIP, Article 25. Emphasis added.  

And finally, while less widely adopted, 23 countries have ratified International Labour Organization 

Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention (No. 169) and have thus taken on binding treaty obligations. 

ILO Convention No. 169 spells out specific rights for Indigenous and Tribal Peoples. Among other rights 

outlined in the Convention, Article 7 states that Indigenous and Tribal Peoples have “the right to decide 

their own priorities for the process of development as it affects their lives, beliefs, institutions and 

spiritual well-being and the lands they occupy or otherwise use.”   
International Labour Organization, Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention, 1989 (No. 169), 

https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312314.  

  

https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312314
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312314
https://www.ilo.org/dyn/normlex/en/f?p=NORMLEXPUB:12100:0::NO::P12100_INSTRUMENT_ID:312314
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In summary, almost all nations have declared, some more than once, that Indigenous Peoples have 

certain inherent rights, such as the right to self-determination and the ability to administer, divide, and 

effectively control their territory in accordance with their traditional collective land tenure system and 

customary laws.  

Indigenous Rights and Investor Risk  

Conflict with impacted Khoi and San Indigenous and tribal peoples will unavoidably result from 

corporate disregard for these rights because of the close ties that many Indigenous and tribal peoples 

have to their territories and the nearly universal recognition that these peoples have rights to 

selfdetermination and control over their lands. Additionally, as we will discuss below, this corporate 

disregard for Indigenous rights has cost the involved companies money. This conflict will also 

unavoidably result in legal, political, reputational, and operational risks for the companies and their 

investors.  

  

Legal Risks   

Legal risks include the possibility of local courts overturning concessions on the basis of land rights 

violations, lawsuits resulting from human rights abuses committed in connection with projects and 

activities, and legal cases before international legal institutions.  

  

The following are some examples of relevant, but nonetheless undisclosed, risks of this nature facing a 

variety of extractive industry companies around the world. In many of these cases, the companies were 

eventually forced to report, sometimes to the media—significant financial losses resulting from their 

lack of attention to Indigenous and tribal peoples' land rights.   

  

Companies can also be indirectly affected by decisions in international courts against governments. In 

Suriname, for example, the Inter-American Court of Human Rights ordered a set of changes to law and 

practice in Suriname in response to a petition filed by the Saramaka people in the face of logging and 

mining concessions granted by the State in their ancestral territory without their consent.  In its ruling, 

the Court affirmed Indigenous peoples’ communal property rights, rights which require special 

measures to guarantee physical and cultural survival under international human rights law.  
Ref -K review by Amazon Watch on May 28, 2021   

  

Political Risks   

Political risks may include referendums that outlaw extraction, such as the binding referendum in 

Cajamarca, Colombia in 2017 that rejected plans for a $35 billion AngloGold Ashanti gold mine; a local 

government canceling the contract for an oil block concession after massive local protests; passage of 

legislation that reforms national laws in regards to customary land tenure rights such as Liberia’s recent 

Land Rights Act; or change in government leading to increased regulatory and enforcement action to 

protect land rights.   
Reuters, “Peru indigenous groups settle U.S. court claims with Occidental,” 5 March 2015, https://www.reuters.com/article/us-

peruoccidental/peru-indigenous-groups-settle-u-s-court-claims-with-occidentalidUSKBN0M12BN20150305.    
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In a different case involving reputational and other risks that is still unfolding, a Canadian oil company, 

ReconAfrica, is currently facing growing scrutiny for its exploratory drilling for oil and gas in the sensitive 

wilderness in Namibia and Botswana, home to the watershed of the UNESCO World Heritage site, the 

Okavango Delta, and six community-run wildlife reserves.   

Local community members have voiced concerns that ReconAfrica’s initial exploration activities have 

already violated Indigenous rights and human rights. Namibian law requires companies to ensure not 

just that Indigenous and tribal peoples are consulted, but also that members of the general public are 

aware of the proposed project, fully understand it, and have a chance to raise concerns. Any such 

concerns must be addressed in the assessment’s final report in order to get government approval. 

ReconAfrica released the thousand-plus-page draft of the assessment on March 26, 2021, yet numerous 

people and advocacy organizations who participated, or sought to participate, in the consultation 

process, said the consultation was extremely limited, with translation unavailable, limits on attendance, 

ignored questions, and cancelled sessions. Legal action has also been threatened against journalists 

covering the project,  and the head of a tribal-run conservation area says he fears for his life for speaking 

out. A local farmer has filed a lawsuit against ReconAfrica for failing to consult with local peoples.  
Tuyakula Musheko and Shinovene Immanuel, The Namibian, “Canadian oil driller threatens to sue The Namibian,” 16, February 2021, 

https://www.namibian.com.na/208788/archive-read/Canadian-oil-driller-threatensto-sue-The-Namibian.    

  

Indigenous Peoples Sovereignty and Self-determination over resources  

With time, the controversy grew, particularly during the 1970s call for a New International Economic  

Order. The Stockholm Declaration of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment, the 

United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 1982, the Declaration on the Right to Development, 

and the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, the Johannesburg Declaration on 

Sustainable Development of 2002, among others, show that some of the sharp edges have been 

smoothed out and a spirit of compromise and cooperation has once again become possible.   

  

Additionally, the work of the United Nations is replete with specific instances of the applicability of a 

people-centered strategy founded on the right to development. For instance, the Special Rapporteur on 

the Right to Food, Olivier De Schutter, emphasized the connection between sovereignty over natural 

resources and access to land in his report to the General Assembly in 2010 (A/65/281). He refers to 

indigenous peoples, small-scale farmers, herders, pastoralists, and fishermen in this context.  

  

The following six principles, which encapsulate the essence of resource sovereignty, were developed 

over time as a consensus to balance rights and duties:   

(a) Natural resources should be employed for national development and the well-being of the people;  

(b) The rights of indigenous peoples to their habitat and its natural resources should be protected; (c) 

Natural resources should be properly and prudently managed, based upon the principle of 

sustainable use;  

(d) Nationalization and marine resource-related policies should be implemented “in accordance 

with international law”;  

(e) Due care should be paid to the environment without compromising the rights of future 

generations;  (f) States should cooperate for worldwide sustainable development.  
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Conclusion  

Even in South Africa, businesses frequently cannot rely on the government, in which they conduct 

business to guarantee Indigenous rights. The prospective or actual violation of the rights of Khoi and San 

Indigenous and tribal peoples entails considerable legal, operational, reputational, and political 

concerns, as shown by the examples in this letter and others, which can have an effect on the financial 

stability of issuers. The TEEPSA should require that all issuers publish the following details for their 

direct activities as well as their direct and indirect suppliers in order to ensure that investors are fully 

aware of these risks:   

a) How their supply chains, contractors, subcontractors, and other aspects of their business model 

might affect Khoi and San Customary Structure and/or tribal peoples' rights.   

b) the names of any and all KhoiSan tribal peoples whose territories (both those that have received 

legal recognition and those that are presently seeking it) overlap with operations in any way or would 

be adversely affected by them, such as by downstream pollution from oil drilling waste products;   

c) any and all land rights grievances or complaints lodged by nearby KhoiSan and fishing 

communities in the company's operating areas, the company's response, and complaints' evaluations of 

the company's answer;   

d) a description of any ongoing procedures whereby the issuer is attempting to speak with or 

secure the approval of KhoiSan tribal members who would be impacted by a proposed or ongoing 

operation by the issuer, a subsidiary, or a supplier;   

e) a record of all consultation procedures carried out over the previous reporting year, detailing 

who conducted them, if agreement was sought, and how the impacted KhoiSan peoples expressed it;   

f) a list of all legal proceedings in South Africa and/or other countries involving conflicts over land 

rights, procedures for seeking consent or consultation, or other issues involving Indigenous rights; and   

g) a list of all projects carried out by the issuer or its subsidiaries that call for the relocation of 

fishing in KhoiSan and/or tribal communities, along with any and all monetary or non-monetary 

compensation offered in exchange for fishing relocation.   

  

Any issuer whose operations, or those of subsidiaries or suppliers, require the use of land, water, or the 

subsoil should be subject to these disclosure requirements. Agriculture, mining, oil and gas, energy 

infrastructure, logging, and biofuels are important industries, but they are not the only ones that are 

affected by these problems.  

  

  

Sincerely,  

HRH Charl Damon  

Leader of the Cochoqua Tribe   

KEDF Outreach Desk  
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Subject: FW: WCIC comments
Attachments: WCIC.docx

From: Jonathan van der Westhuizen <jonathan@naturaljustice.org>  
Sent: 03 February 2023 19:59 
To: TEEPSA EIA <teepsaEIA@wsp.com> 
Cc: jacobsantonio106@gmail.com 
Subject: WCIC comments 

Good evening  

Kindly find comments from WCIC. 

Jonathan 

NOTICE: This communication and any attachments ("this message") may contain information which is privileged, confidential, proprietary or otherwise 
subject to restricted disclosure under applicable law. This message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). Any unauthorized use, disclosure, viewing, 
copying, alteration, dissemination or distribution of, or reliance on, this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, or you are 
not an authorized or intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by replying to this message, delete this message and all copies from your e-
mail system and destroy any printed copies.  

-LAEmHhHzdJzBlTWfa4Hgs7pbKl
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 West Coast Indigenous Council 

                                                                                                                4 Faroastr 

                                                                                                                 Lambertsbay 

                                                                                                                  8130 

 

Re: Comments from Indigenous Communi�es  

       WSP Public Par�cipa�on / Block 11B/ 12B 

 

The West Coast Indigenous Council was established to speak for and fight for the of the first na�on 
people. All members of the council have deep ancestral roots in South Africa and par�cular the West 
Coast. Our vision is to guide and assist the indigenous people to win back their dignity. 

 

Our objec�on is against the onslaught of our Marine heritage and natural resources, which are 
integral part off our cultural indigenous lifestyle. Fishing is the primary source of income and food 
security for our people along the en�re coasts of South Africa, and any disturbance to our natural 
biodiversity will for surely have devasta�ng impact on our diverse marine life as these proposed 
ac�vi�es undertaking will warmer the oceans temperature with dire consequences, because 
everything in the sea as we have learned always works its way back to the ocean shore line, our 
people will be at the receiving end of all of that. As these mee�ng can’t give us a clear guarantee that 
they have mi�ga�on factors in place to foresee any damages cause by these kinds of ac�ons. Our 
tradi�onal fishing catches are also ge�ng very limited and is moving away from its original habitat 
like the favorite Cape Brine and our indigenous fishers needs to move deeper in the ocean with lots 
of costs and danger atached to that because of these ac�vi�es. The Cri�cal Biodiversity zones 
(Marine protected area) are not taken into considera�on within this applica�on because your 
infrastructure will cut through these cri�cal iden�fied sensi�ve areas. 

In public par�cipa�on processes the right holder for these ac�vi�es seismic tes�ng is not clear about 
how we as first na�on people will share of the benefits that they for all these years are reaping from 
our ocean, without any true remedy for those people who are s�ll suffering from oppressor and 
domina�on, the process is just a �ck box exercise and we are not really consider within these process 
as affected par�es to these kinds of ac�vi�es. 

Oil and Gas is a super high risk for our environment and our tradi�onal sectors along the coastline 
which is tourism and fishing will suffer soon as a result of these ac�vi�es taking into considera�on 
the great contribu�on to greenhouse gas emissions from these projects. The high levels of Algal 
blooms release can be toxic to the ocean and deple�ng levels in oxygen will kill marine life.  
Increased carbon dioxide in the atmosphere from the burning of fossil fuels is absorbing by seawater 
and makes it more acidic. Ocean acidifica�on impacts key species, and the result is slower growth 
from these species and lower survival rates, smaller sizes and abnormal shapes seen in the oysters. 
The rising sea levels also affec�ng the land with increased coastal erosion which in turn affects the 
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indigenous coastal communi�es, damages to cultural sites and infrastructure and contribute to 
climate change in our oceans. Our ability to reconnect with our cultural and spiritual connec�on with 
the ocean, these issues are important to us, as we rely on the ocean as a source of food, a space for 
recrea�on and a place for iden�ty forma�on and spiritual well- being. 

 

If our marine environment is unhealthy tradi�onal fishing/marine are put at risk. 

 

 

Signed on behalf of the West Coast Indigenous Council 

C ENGELBRECHT 

03/02/2023 

 

 

 

                                            WCIC – West Coast Indigenous Council 

Improved appreciation for diversity,sustainability and social responsibility. 
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From: Barry Jacobs <barryjacobs9@gmail.com>
Sent: Thursday, 02 February 2023 11:45
To: ZA - GLD - Teepsa Esia
Subject: Re: URGENT NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING VENUE AND TIME CHANGE | PORT ALFRED FOR 

PROPOSED TEEPSA BLOCK 11B/12B ESIA PROJECT | 25 JANUARY 2023

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Mnr/Mev 
Ons as die Gourikwa Khoisan versoek graag n meeting in Groot-brakrivier. Hier is heeltemal ontevredenheid omtrent 
dat daar net n meeting in Mosselbaai was vir die Gemeenskap.  
Ons versoek u dus om in te gryp asseblief.  
Hoor graag van u . 
Groete  
chief Barry Jacobs Gourikwa Khoisan stamhuis  sel 0824193523 

On Tue, 24 Jan 2023, 14:20 ZA - GLD - Teepsa Esia, <gld.teepsaesia@wsp.com> wrote: 

Dear Stakeholder 

Please note the changes to the public meetings in the Port Alfred area scheduled for Wednesday 25 January 2023: 

Public meeting 1: Kenton Community Hall, from 10h00 am to 12h00 pm. 

Public meeting 2: Port Alfred Civic Hall, from 14h00 to 16h00 pm. 

More information on the project can be found on: WSP website: https://www.wsp.com/en-za/services/public-
documents / Data-free website at: https://wsp-engage.com/Total-11B12B/  

WSP Office: Tel: +27 (0) 11 254 4800 or WhatsApp: 076 694 3842 or Email: teepsaEIA@WSP.com / 
gld.teepsaesia@wsp.com  

We look forward to your participation and hope to meet you at the public meetings. 

Kind regards, 

WSP Public Participation Office 
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From: GoriAis Tribe <gori.ais1488@gmail.com>  
Sent: 23 January 2023 09:32 
To: TEEPSA EIA <teepsaEIA@wsp.com>; ZA - GLD - Teepsa Esia <gld.teepsaesia@wsp.com> 
Subject: Comment on public meeting- Mossel Bay 

Good day Sir/ Madam 

Please see the attached letter for your attention, regarding the public meeting held on 17 January 2023 @ Mossel 
Bay Town Hall. 

Kind regards 

Angelique Stevens 

Chief Secretary 
!Gori||Ais Tribe
Koeries Family Council
!UriMā||Ais - Hoogekraal
Kai !Korana - Great Korana

NOTICE: This communication and any attachments ("this message") may contain information which is privileged, confidential, proprietary or otherwise 
subject to restricted disclosure under applicable law. This message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). Any unauthorized use, disclosure, viewing, 
copying, alteration, dissemination or distribution of, or reliance on, this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, or you are 
not an authorized or intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by replying to this message, delete this message and all copies from your e-
mail system and destroy any printed copies.  

-LAEmHhHzdJzBlTWfa4Hgs7pbKl
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ATTENTION: MANAGING DIRECTOR TOTALGAS 

23 January 2023 

Dear Sir/ Madam  

It was with excitement that we, as the Aboriginal People heard about the proposed development in Mossel Bay. 

We the abovementioned Aboriginal !Gori||Ais / Kai Korana House have been duly established and constituted in 

accordance with the ILO Convention and Indigenous and Tribal Peoples 1989 (No.169). Our Tribe are of authority and 

rightful land owners that stretches from Swellendam to Plettenberg Bay, according to proper and thorough historical and 

archeological research.  

As seen in the mainstream media there is as an awakening of the Indigenous People in South Africa. It is with sadness 

that we have to admit that it seems as if the South African government is the only government that has not given due 

recognition yet to their first people, the real owners of the mineral rights, in this country.  

With the above in mind, we need to focus your attention on the following: 

1. We have a fully functional Tribal Council in place, elected and confirmed according to relevant legislation and tribal

regulations.

2. We have a relevant constitution in place, in accordance with the ILO Convention regulations.

3. We have a duly constituted system of governance in place, which makes provision for the following (relevant to the

Totalgas Development Plan):

3.1. Recruitment and Conditions of Employment (refer to Art. 20)

Governments shall, within the framework of national laws and regulations, and in co-operation with the 

peoples concerned, adopt special measures to ensure the effective protection with regard to recruitment and 

conditions of employment of workers belonging to these peoples, to the extent that they are not effectively 

protected by laws applicable to workers in general. 

Governments shall do everything possible to prevent any discrimination between workers belonging to the 

peoples concerned and other workers, in particular as regards: 

(a) admission to employment, including skilled employment, as well as measures for promotion and

advancement;

(b) equal remuneration for work of equal value.

3.2. Vocational Training, handicrafts and rural industries (refer to Art. 22 & 23) 

Measures shall be taken to promote the voluntary participation of members of the peoples concerned in 

vocational training programmes of general application. 
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Whenever existing programmes of vocational training of general application do not meet the special needs of 

the peoples concerned, governments shall, with the participation of these peoples, ensure the provision of 

special training programmes and facilities. This is where vocational training programmes can be extremely 

important. The aim of vocational training programmes is to train people, both men and women, in specific 

skills which can be used to earn a living.  

3.3. Social Security and Health (refer to Art. 24 & 25) 

Security: 

24.1. Social security schemes shall be extended progressively to cover the peoples concerned, and applied 

without discrimination against them. 

Health: 

25.1. Governments shall ensure that adequate health services are made available to the peoples concerned, or 

shall provide them with resources to allow them to design and deliver such services under their own 

responsibility and control, so that they may enjoy the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health. 

3.4. Education and means of communication. (Refer to Art. 26 to 31) 

Education: 

Measures shall be taken to ensure that members of the peoples concerned have the opportunity to acquire 

education at all levels on at least an equal footing with the rest of the national community. 

With the above in mind, we want to state categorically that we are the legally established Tribal Aboriginal 

authority in this area and wish to point out that no industrial activities can take place without our consent. 

As the oldest Tribal Family !Gori||Ais / Kai Korana Family, we do not recognise the authority of any other 

individuals of groupings to negotiate on our behalf. We also want to state clearly that there is no price on 

Indigenous Identity. 

We wish to respectfully request a meeting with Totalgas Management to discuss the road ahead. 

Yours in future development, 

Allistair Koeries 

Chief Tribal Leader 

!Gori||Ais Tribe

Koeries Family Council

!UriMā||Ais - Hoogekraal

Kai !Korana - Great Korana
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From: Coetzee Jessica <coetzeejessica11@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, 16 January 2023 21:54
To: TEEPSA EIA
Cc: ZA - GLD - Teepsa Esia
Subject: Images
Attachments: 1673898483325.jpeg; 1673898527473.jpeg; 1673898456152.jpeg; 1673898554099.jpeg

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

See attached Wsp 
Kindly regards 
KaiKorana!GORI||AIS Tribe 
KaiKangangs 
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From: Thea Jordan <
Sent: 03 February 2023 13:19
To: ZA - GLD - Teepsa Esia <teepsaesia@golder.com>; TEEPSA EIA <teepsaEIA@wsp.com>
Cc: Adri La Meyer <Adri.LaMeyer@westerncape.gov.za>
Subject: COMMENTS ON THE DSR FOR THE PROPOSED PRODUCTION AND EXPLORATION RIGHT IN BLOCK 11B/12B 
(12/4/13 PR)

Dear EAP,

Your request for comment dated 1 December 2022 refers.

Please find attached this Department’s comment in the above regard. 

Yours faithfully

Thea Jordan
Pr. Pl. (A/1237/2002)
Director: Development Facilitation
Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning 
Western Cape Government

11th Floor, Utilitas Building, 1 Dorp Street, Cape Town, 8000 

Tel: +27 (0)21 483 4093
Email: Thea.Jordan@westerncape.gov.za
Website: www.westerncape.gov.za/eadp

Be 110% Green. Read from the screen. 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we are still operating on a “work-from-home” basis.  
Should you not be able to contact the numbers above, please call +27 (0)21 483 4091  
between 07:30-16:00.  

From: ZA - GLD - Teepsa Esia <teepsaesia@golder.com>  
Sent: Thursday, December 1, 2022 19:01 
Subject: NOTIFICATION: ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (ESIA) FOR THE PROPOSED OFFSHORE 
PRODUCTION RIGHT AND ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION APPLICATIONS FOR BLOCK 11B/12B - REF NO: 12/4/13 
PR 
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Department of Environment
ilding, 1 Dorp Street Cape Town, 8001 

George Office: York Park Building, 93 York Street, George, 6529 

 

Department of Environmental Affairs and Development Planning 
Adri La Meyer 

Development Facilitation 
 | Tel.: 021 483 2887 

References: 

16/3/3/6/4/2/2/D6/28/0295/22 (Development Management) 

17/1/8 (CMU 003/2023) (Biodiversity and Coastal Management) 

18/2/3/2022-2023 (Development Facilitation) 

 

Attention: Mr Kavilan Naidoo  

 

WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd 

P.O. Box 6001 

HALFWAY HOUSE 

1685 

 

teepsaEIA@wsp.com 

 

Dear Sir 

 

COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT SCOPING REPORT AND PLAN OF STUDY FOR ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

ASSESSMENT FOR THE PROPOSED OFFSHORE PRODUCTION RIGHT AND EXPLORATION RIGHT IN BLOCK 

11B/12B, LOCATED OFFSHORE OF THE SOUTHERN CAPE COAST BETWEEN MOSSEL BAY AND CAPE ST. 

FRANCIS (PASA REF: 12/4/13 PR) 
 

1. The email notifications of 01 and 02 December 2022 notifying potential interested and affected parties 

(“I&APs”) of the availability of the Draft Scoping Report (“DSR”) and Plan of Study for Environmental 

Impact Assessment (“EIA”), the email of 13 January 2023 reminding I&APs of the upcoming public 

meetings for the project, and the email of 17 January 2023 regarding an additional public meeting to 

be held in Jeffreys Bay, refer.  

 

2. Please find consolidated comment from various directorates within the Department on the DSR and 

Plan of Study for EIA dated December 2022 that was downloaded from the website of the 

environmental assessment practitioner (“EAP”). 

 

3. Directorate: Development Management (Region 3) – Ms Shireen Pullen (Email: 

Shireen.Pullen@wester ; Tel.: (044) 814 2021): 

 

3.1. According to Figure 7-14 of the DSR, the proposed exploration right area falls almost entirely within the 

Kingklip Corals Ecologically or Biologically Significant Area (“EBSA”) and what appears to be a Marine 

Protected Area (“MPA”). (Please note, the MPA is difficult to ascertain due to the colour scheme being 
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used for the legend). Whilst it is acknowledged that no specific management actions have been 

formulated for EBSAs, cognisance must be taken that the objective an EBSA is to identify features of 

higher ecological value that may require enhanced conservation and management measures. As 

such, a precautionary approach should be taken to avoid negative environmental impacts on an 

EBSA. The location of the proposed exploration and appraisal drilling and related activities in relation 

to the EBSA should be identified during the environmental impact reporting stage. 

 

3.2. According to the DSR, the proposed pipeline routing passes through a Critical Biodiversity Area (“CBA”) 

Natural Area. The development of subsea pipelines associated with oil and gas processes are 

considered non-compatible within a CBA Natural area. As a rule, this Directorate does not support 

development that is not compatible with the management objectives of a CBA. Whilst the DSR has 

indicated that the environmentally preferred option of rerouting the pipeline to avoid the CBA may 

not be feasible, it has not provided reasons for the statement. Please provide reasons why the impact 

management hierarchy of avoidance cannot be implemented for the proposed pipeline routing. (In 

this regard, please also refer to paragraph 4.3. below.) 

 

4. Directorate: Biodiversity and Coastal Management – Mr Ryan Apolles (Email: 

Ryan.Apolles@wester za;  Tel.: (021) 483 2817): 

 

4.1. This Directorate notes and supports the assessment of noise impacts on mammals from the proposed 

seismic survey activities and ancillary support activities (i.e., support vessel noise). The applicant is 

further encouraged to assess the potential cumulative impacts (from other noise-generating activities 

in the licence block).  

 

4.2. Please be advised that in accordance with the requirements of the Protocol for Specialist Assessment 

and Minimum Report Content Requirements for Noise Impacts published in Government Notice No. 

320 of 20 March 2020, the details and relevant expertise, including a curriculum vitae, of the appointed 

specialist for the Marine Acoustic Assessment must be included in the Draft EIA Report 

 

4.3. The applicant highlighted that the development of subsea pipelines associated with oil and gas 

processes are considered non-compatible within CBAs and that the environmentally preferred option 

is to reroute the pipeline to avoid CBAs. However, the applicant intends to not implement the 

environmentally preferable option as avoidance may not be feasible. Please be advised that the 

integrity of CBAs should not be compromised. As such, the applicant is advised to ensure that the 

proposed subsea pipeline avoid these sensitive environments or provide adequate reasons why 

avoidance is not possible.  

 

4.4. This Directorate notes that Offshore MPAs near Block 11B/12B include the Indian Seamounts MPA to 

the southwest of the block, and the Port Elizabeth Corals MPA to the northeast. Section 48 of the 

National Environmental Management: Protected Areas Act, 2003 (Act No. 57 of 2003) (“NEM: PAA”) 

states that no person may conduct commercial prospecting or mining activities in a protected 

environment without the written permission of the Minister and the Cabinet member responsible for 

minerals and energy affairs. According to page 89 of the DSR, several I&APs have been identified, 

including CapeNature, the fishing industry, South African Maritime Safety Authority, relevant offshore 

regulatory authorities (i.e., Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment’s Branches for 
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Fisheries, and Oceans and Coasts), South African Hydrographic Office, Port Authorities, and Marine 

Research Institutions. Please note that the Minister responsible for environmental affairs mut also be 

consulted, per section 48 of the NEM: PAA, 2003.  

 

4.5. This Directorate acknowledges the recommendation that where the seabed survey results indicate 

special environmental features such as corals at the planned location, alternative locations would 

need to be considered before proceeding with drilling. Please note that the presence of such sensitive 

features must be identified and the impact of the proposed activities on such sensitive features must 

be assessed during the EIA process, as this information must be considered by the competent authority 

to ensure informed decision-making.  

 

4.6. As a state department that administers a law relating to a matter affecting the environment, this 

Department has a constitutional mandate to ensure that the environment is protected and to secure 

ecologically sustainable development. The National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 

107 of 1998) (“NEMA”) requires the consideration of all relevant factors for sustainable development, 

including that a risk-averse and cautious approach be applied that considers the limits of current 

knowledge about the consequences of decisions and actions. This Directorate advises that the 

competent authority should adopt a risk-averse and cautious approach in its decision-making, based 

on the limited knowledge available to determine cumulative impacts on the marine environment. 

 

4.7. Whilst the applicant has indicated that an assessment of underwater noise impacts from the project 

will be carried out for several project activities, it should be noted that the conclusiveness of scientific 

knowledge is currently being contested, as considered in the Western Cape High Court Judgement in 

the case of Christian John Adams & Others v Minister of Mineral Resources and Energy & Others (case 

number: 1306/22) where applicants in this matter presented the argument that cumulative impacts of 

seismic surveys have not been studied in South Africa, and that the impact on fish assemblages was 

difficult to interpret.   

 

4.8.  The cumulative impacts of seismic surveying are purely speculative at this stage. It is therefore essential 

that a Strategic Environmental Assessment (“SEA”) be conducted from an environmental, social and 

economic perspective, and this should be instituted at the earliest possible opportunity. It is 

recommended that a SEA, based on spatial planning principles, be undertaken to assess and manage 

potential cumulative impacts in a holistic manner and to identify and implement regional level 

mitigation measures. The competent authority must take cognisance of this recommendation to 

undertake a SEA to assist specialists and EAPs to accurately assess cumulative impacts. 

 

4.9. This Directorate therefore does not support further offshore petroleum reconnaissance, exploration, 

prospecting, or production activities until such time that sufficient and strategic level information is 

available on the cumulative impacts of these activities for this Directorate to apply its mind and 

provide informed comments on such applications, and not consider each application for seismic 

surveying in isolation of each other.  
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5. Directorate: Development Facilitation – Mr Ralph van Delin (Email:  

Ralph.vanDelin@westerncape.gov.za; Tel.: (021) 483 5574): 

 

5.1. It is noted that the application also includes exploration and appraisal drilling and related activities, 

which will entail additional drilling of up to four exploration wells in the application area, bathymetry 

and sonar surveys, sampling surveys of the sea floor, and metocean surveys. This Directorate requires 

clarity why Activity 21C of Listing Notice (“LN”) 1 and/or Activity 18 of LN 2 of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 

2014 (as amended) have not been applied for. This Directorate respectfully submits that the proposed 

exploration and appraisal drilling cannot be authorised under Activity 20 of LN 2 of the NEMA EIA 

Regulations, 2014 (as amended) as said activity only includes “any other activity as contained in this 

Listing Notice, in Listing Notice 1 of 2014 or Listing Notice 3 of 2014, required to exercise the production 

right” (own emphasis). 

 

5.2. It is noted that Activity 4 of LN 2 of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014 (as amended) is being applied for. 

Please confirm that the handling and storage of oil, gas and/or fuel (diesel) will occur in containers to 

ensure applicability of the listed activity. Please further indicate the location of the containers for the 

storage and/or handling of dangerous goods (i.e., on the drilling unit, support vessels, or onshore 

logistics base). 

 

5.3. The Draft EIA Report should indicate the names of the oceanic basins in Block 11B/12B that will be 

subjected to production and exploration activities (e.g., Bredasdorp Basin for the proposed production 

pipeline).  

 

5.4. The Draft EIA Report should provide the coordinates of the corridor for the proposed linear activity 

(production pipeline). 

 

The Department reserves the right to revise initial comments and request further information based on any 

or new information received. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

 

pp HEAD OF DEPARTMENT 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS AND DEVELOPMENT PLANNING 

 

Letter signed by: 

Thea Jordan          Date:  3 February 2023 

Director: Development Facilitation 
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Private Bag X447, Pretoria, 0001, Environment House, 473 Steve Biko Road, Pretoria, 0002 Tel: +27 12 399 9000, Fax: + 27 86 625 1042 
 

    1 
 Batho pele- putting people first 

   

Reference: TEEPSA OFFSHORE PRODUCTION 
Enquiries: Ms M Rabothata / Mr K Mathetja 

Telephone: (012) 399 9174 E-mail:  MRabothata@environment.gov.za 

 
Mr. Kavilan Naidoo 
WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd  
PO Box 6001 
Halfway House 
1685 
 
Telephone Number: (+ 27) 11 254 4800 
Email Address:  teepsaEIA@wsp.com  
 
PER E-MAIL  
 
Dear Mr. Naidoo 
 
COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT SCOPING REPORT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT (ESIA) FOR THE PROPOSED OFFSHORE PRODUCTION RIGHT AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION APPLICATIONS FOR BLOCK 11B/12B  
 
The Directorate: Biodiversity Conservation reviewed and evaluated the report.  
 
Based on the information provided in the report, Block 11B/12B falls within the warm temperate south 
coast which is a region of high endemism and diversity. The habitat threat status of all the ecosystem 
types within the Production Right Area and proposed pipeline routing is “Least Concern”, while the 
Agulhas Blues is considered “Near Threatened. The substrate in the area is classified as “Southwest 
Indian Unclassified Slopes.  
 
Offshore Marine Protected Area (MPA) near Block 11B/12B include the Southwest Indian Seamounts 
MPA to the southwest of the block, and the Port Elizabeth Corals MPA to the northeast. The northern 
border of Block 11B/12B falls alongside the full extent of the ‘Kingklip Corals’ Ecologically or Biologically 
Significant Areas (EBSA) and lies just to the northeast of the Shackleton Seamount Complex 
Ecologically or Biologically Significant Areas (EBSA).  
 
The proposed pipeline routing passes through the southwestern corner of the Kingklip Corals 
Ecologically or Biologically Significant Areas (EBSA). The proposed pipeline routing passes through a 
Critical Biodiversity Area (CBA) Natural Area. The northwestern corner of Block 11B/12B intersects the 
Southern Coastal and Shelf Waters Important Marine Mammal Areas (IMMA). Kindly note that any 
development within a very highly sensitive area that will result with significant negative residual impacts 
after mitigation is prohibited, therefore the project should avoid all highly sensitive areas. 
 

mailto:MRabothata@environment.gov.za
mailto:teepsaEIA@wsp.com
Monareng, Qondile (ZAMM05104)
Rectangle

Monareng, Qondile (ZAMM05104)
Rectangle

Monareng, Qondile (ZAMM05104)
Rectangle

Monareng, Qondile (ZAMM05104)
Rectangle

Monareng, Qondile (ZAMM05104)
Rectangle



COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT SCOPING REPORT FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 
(ESIA) FOR THE PROPOSED OFFSHORE PRODUCTION RIGHT AND ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION 
APPLICATIONS FOR BLOCK 11B/12B 

Batho pele- putting people first   2 
 

 
Considering the above and the stage of the EIA process for the proposed development, the Directorate 
Biodiversity Conservation does not have any objection with the proposed DSR & Plan of Study.   
 
All Public Participation Process documents related to Biodiversity EIA review and any other Biodiversity 
EIA queries must be submitted to the Directorate: Biodiversity Conservation at Email: 
BCAdmin@environment.gov.za  for attention of Mr Seoka Lekota. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Mr. Seoka Lekota  
Control Biodiversity Officer Grade B: Biodiversity Conservation 
Department of Forestry, Fisheries & the Environment 
Letter signed by: MP Makitla 
Designation: Control Biodiversity Officer Grade A 
Date: 24/01/2023 
 
 

mailto:BCAdmin@environment.gov.za
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From: Johann Schoeman (Dr) <jschoeman@gardenroute.gov.za>
Sent: Wednesday, 11 January 2023 11:28
To: TEEPSA EIA; ZA - GLD - Teepsa Esia
Cc: Angus Andries; Admin (Rekords); Joy Leaner
Subject: COMMENTS ON ESIA
Attachments: TEEPSA Comments On ESIA 11 Jan 23.pdf

Good day 

Please find attached comments for you attention. 

Regards 

Johann Schoeman  

 

Dr Johann Schoeman 

Manager: District Air Quality Control 
jschoeman@gardenroute.gov.za 
Tel: +27 (0)44 693 0006 | +27 (0)84 317 9167 

c/o Marlin & Sampson Street, Ext 23, Mossel Bay, 6500, Georg
Emergency Communications: 044 805 5071 
Ethics and Fraud Hotline: 0800 116 616 
www.gardenroute.gov.za 

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to whom they are addressed. If you have received this email in err
jschoeman@gardenroute.gov.za. This message contains confidential information and is intended only for the individuals named. If you are not the named addressee you should not 
this e-mail. Please notify jschoeman@gardenroute.gov.za immediately by e-mail if you have received this e-mail by mistake and delete this e-mail from your system. If you are not th
notified that disclosing, copying, distributing or taking any action in reliance on the contents of this information is strictly prohibited.
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54 York Street, 

George 

Western Cape 

6529 

PO Box 12,  

George, 

Western Cape 

6530 

Tel: 044 803 1300 

Fax: 086 555 6303 

E-mail: info@gardenroute.gov.za

www.gardenroute.gov.za

OFFICE OF THE MUNICIPAL MANAGER 

Enquiries: JP Schoeman   

Reference: 18/3/5/3 

Date: 11 January 2023 

Total Energies EP South Africa B.V. (TEEPSA) 

WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION OFFICE 

P.O. Box 6001 

Halfway House 

1685  

By Email: teepsaEIA@WSP.com, teepsaesia@golder.com 

Dear Sir/ Madame 

COMMENTS ON DRAFT SCOPING REPORT (PROJECT NO. 41105306) FOR THE PROPOSED 

OFFSHORE PRODUCTION RIGHT, ADDITIONAL EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION APPLICATION FOR BLOCK11B/12B - REF No: 12/4/13 

PRDNG (PTY) LTD GAS-TO-POWER FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE IN 

MOSSEL BAY  

Thank you very much for registering the Garden Route District municipality as an 

Interested and Affected Party for the proposed project.  

Our comments on the draft scoping report as follows: 

1. In terms of section 36 (5)(e) of the National Environmental Management: Air

Quality Act, 2004 (Act 39 of 2004) (the Act), the Minister responsible for mineral

resources is the Licencing Authority  for any section 21 listed activities which may

be triggered by the proposed project as the proposed activity relates to a

http://www.gardenroute.gov.za/
mailto:teepsaEIA@WSP.com
mailto:teepsaesia@golder.com
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prospecting, mining, exploration or production activity as contemplated in the 

Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act No. 28 of 2002).  

2. It should be noted that if any small boilers as contemplated in GN No. 831 of

November 2013, will be operated Garden Route District municipality will be the

authority responsible for issuing small boiler registration certificates.

3. Further comments will be made in terms of Air Quality management as the

environmental and social impact assessment progresses and the possible listed

activities confirmed with the appropriate Licencing Authority.

Once again, thank you for your cooperation. 

For any further information or points of clarity please feel free to contact Johann 

Schoeman at 044 6930006 or email to jschoeman@gardenroute.gov.za. 

Regards 

Yours faithfully 

TU 

MUNICIPAL MANAGER 

mailto:jschoeman@gardenroute.gov.za
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54 York Street, 

George 

Western Cape 

6529 

PO Box 12,  

George, 

Western Cape 

6530 

Tel: 044 803 1300 

Fax: 086 555 6303 

E-mail: info@gardenroute.gov.za 

www.gardenroute.gov.za 

OFFICE OF THE MUNICIPAL MANAGER 

 
Enquiries: JP Schoeman   

Reference: 18/3/5/3 

Date: 11 January 2023 

 

Total Energies EP South Africa B.V. (TEEPSA) 

WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION OFFICE 

P.O. Box 6001 

Halfway House 

1685  

 

By Email: teepsaEIA@WSP.com, teepsaesia@golder.com  

 
 

Dear Sir/ Madame  

 

 

COMMENTS ON DRAFT SCOPING REPORT (PROJECT NO. 41105306) FOR THE PROPOSED 

OFFSHORE PRODUCTION RIGHT, ADDITIONAL EXPLORATION ACTIVITIES AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION APPLICATION FOR BLOCK11B/12B - REF No: 12/4/13 

PRDNG (PTY) LTD GAS-TO-POWER FACILITY AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE IN 

MOSSEL BAY  

  

 

Thank you very much for registering the Garden Route District municipality as an 

Interested and Affected Party for the proposed project.  

 

Our comments on the draft scoping report as follows: 

 

1. In terms of section 36 (5)(e) of the National Environmental Management: Air 

Quality Act, 2004 (Act 39 of 2004) (the Act), the Minister responsible for mineral 

resources is the Licencing Authority  for any section 21 listed activities which may 

be triggered by the proposed project as the proposed activity relates to a 

http://www.gardenroute.gov.za/
mailto:teepsaEIA@WSP.com
mailto:teepsaesia@golder.com
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prospecting, mining, exploration or production activity as contemplated in the 

Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, 2002 (Act No. 28 of 2002).  

 

2. It should be noted that if any small boilers as contemplated in GN No. 831 of 

November 2013, will be operated Garden Route District municipality will be the 

authority responsible for issuing small boiler registration certificates.  

 

3. Further comments will be made in terms of Air Quality management as the 

environmental and social impact assessment progresses and the possible listed 

activities confirmed with the appropriate Licencing Authority.  

 

 

Once again, thank you for your cooperation. 

 

 

For any further information or points of clarity please feel free to contact Johann 

Schoeman at 044 6930006 or email to jschoeman@gardenroute.gov.za. 

 

 

 

Yours faithfully 

MONDE STRATU 

MUNICIPAL MANAGER 

mailto:jschoeman@gardenroute.gov.za
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1

From: Westerberg, Erlene <ewesterberg@mosselbay.gov.za>
Sent: Wednesday, 25 January 2023 14:16
To: TEEPSA EIA
Cc: Steyn, Douw; Prins, Niel; Municipal Manager
Subject: COMMENTS ON DRAFT SCOPING REPORT FOR THE PROPOSED OFFSHORE PRODUCTION 

RIGHT AND ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION APPLICATION FOR BLOCK 11B/12B BY TOTAK 
ENERGIES EP SOUTH AFRICA AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE IN MOSSEL BAY

Attachments: YOUR REFERENCE NUMBER 12 4 013 COMMENTS ON DRAFT SCOPING REPORT FOR THE 
PROPOSED OFFSHORE PRODUCTION.pdf

Good afternoon 

Please find attached correspondence from the Municipal Manager, Mr C. Puren, for your attention. 

Kind regards 

Erlene Westerberg 
Personal Assistant (Municipal Manager) 
101 Marsh Street, Mossel Bay 

Email: ewester erg@mosselbay.gov.za 

Web: https://www.mosselbay.gov.za 

Tel:   +27 44 606-5003 

     Anti-Fraud Hotline: 0800 333 466 

Mossel Bay Municipality email disclaimer:  
http://www.mosselbay.gov.za/mbm_disclaimer.pdf  

Mossel Bay Municipality, 
101 Marsh Street,  
Mossel Bay,  
6506,  
South Africa  

Tel: +27 44 606 5000  

www.mosselbay.gov.za 
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11) The Municipality requests an urgent meeting with yourselves and
representatives of Total Energies before 3 February 2023 to discuss the above
and any other inputs to be considered during the processes to follow.

Any further enquiries can be addressed to Mushfiqah Abrahams at 044 606 5000 
ext.6314 or email: mushfiqah.abrahams@mosselbay.gov.za 

Yours faithfully 

LMANAGER 

Page 3 of 3 
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Interim Comment
In terms of Section 38(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999)

Attention: TotalEnergies EP South Africa B.V.

TotalEnergies EP South Africa B.V. (TEEPSA), together with its joint venture partners, QatarEnergy,
Canadian Natural Resources International South Africa Limited, and a South African consortium,
MainStreet 1549 held an Exploration Right (Exploration Right Ref. No.: 12/3/067) over Block 11B/12B,
located offshore from the Southern Cape coast, South Africa. To date the exploration programme for
Block 11B/12B has been focused on the south-western part of the block and has resulted in d gas and
associated condensates discoveries in the Paddavissie fairway including the Brulpadda and Luiperd
discoveries (hereafter referred to as project development area).

The Maritime and Underwater Cultural Heritage (MUCH) unit at the South African Heritage Resources Agency
(SAHRA) would like to thank you for submitting the Draft Scoping Report (DSR) for an Environmental and
Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) for the proposed offshore production right and Environmental Authorisation
(EA) applications for block 11B/12B off the Southern Cape coast, South Africa under section 38(8) of the
National Heritage Resources Act, No. 25 of 1999 (NHRA).

The proposed activities include exploration, in the form of marine surveys and well drilling; preparation for
production consisting of drilling development and appraisal wells, the installation of subsea infrastructure, and
modifications to existing infrastructure; and production which will involve the use of this infrastructure to flow
gas to a platform for further treatment with lastly, the exporting of gas and condensate to the shore not forming
part of this ESIA.

SAHRA has reviewed the document and has noted the following:

On Page 82 of the DSR, under section 8.1.7, a summary of NHRA is provided. This section is easily
misinterpreted as it states that all ship wrecks are administered by SAHRA and that the only applicable
heritage resource in the marine environment that the NHRA makes provisions for are ship wrecks. This section
must be updated to reflect that:

Wrecks, meaning any vessel or aircraft, or any part thereof, which are older than 60 years, or which
SAHRA considers to be worthy of conservation, are treated as archaeological in the NHRA under

TotalEnergies Offshore Production Right Application

Our Ref:

Enquiries: Ruan Brand Date: Friday February 03, 2023

Tel: 0214628672

Email: RBrand@sahra.org.za

Page No: 1

CaseID: 20323
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section 2(ii)(c) and as such, are administered by SAHRA; and
The scope of heritage resources that are in the marine environment consist of more than just wrecks.
The National Estate, which is administered by SAHRA, according to section 3 of the NHRA, includes
definitions which are applicable in the marine space, such as, but not limited to, places to which oral
traditions are attached or which are associated with living heritage, submerged landscapes and
features of cultural significance, archaeological and palaeontological objects and sites, graves and
burial grounds, etc.

On page 77 of the DSR, under section 7.3.2, a brief overview of marine archaeology is provided. This section
is poorly phrased implying that Mossel Bay’s history only started in 1487 when the Portuguese landed there,
yet it also mentions that there are coastal caves nearby that were occupied up to 40,000 years ago. This
section should reflect the rich history of the Southern Cape coast’s archaeology which in some instances
spans as far back as the Early Stone Age (ESA). Moreover, as this section speaks to marine archaeology,
inclusions must be made reflecting the recent studies on the Palaeo-Agulhas-Plan (PAP). As there is no part
of the DSR that speaks to palaeontology, this section can also be updated to include information relating to
some of the fossils that have been discovered in the targeted area, such as those by the 1993 Africana
Voyager III demersal cruise, as well as during the recent environmental baseline studies. There is also a
paragraph dedicated to the wreck of the Kiani Satu which wrecked in 2013, and as this wreck is under 60
years of age it currently falls outside the remit of the NHRA and is therefore not considered a heritage
resource. 

There are further minor changes that must be made in in Appendix B (other applicable national legislation) and
Appendix C (other applicable international legislation):

The National Policy on South African Living Heritage was adopted by cabinet in 2019, not 2009, as is
listed;
The Protection, Promotion, Development and Management of Indigenous Knowledge Act, No. 6 of
2019 (IKS Act) should also be listed in the table as there are indigenous knowledge systems related to
the marine environment on the Southern Cape coast that might be impacted by some of the proposed
activities;
The 2001 Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage is mentioned twice in the
table;
The 2003 Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage is omitted from the table.
South Africa is not a state party to this convention, but has been observing for the past two years and
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there is a process underway to become signatories. As the 2019 National Policy on South African
Living Heritage speaks strongly to this convention it should be included in this list.  

SAHRA is pleased to note that a Cultural Heritage Impact Assessment (CHIA) will be submitted as part of this
application, which will assess impacts to intangible cultural heritage. However, as the proposed exploration
activities, including the installation of subsea infrastructure, may result in the disturbance of the seabed
SAHRA insists that a Heritage Impact Assessment (HIA) be conducted by a suitably qualified maritime
archaeologist. Disturbance of the seabed has the potential to identify previously unrecorded tangible heritage
resources, such as fossil localities and archaeological ship wrecks. The impact assessments must suggest
mitigation measures for both tangible and intangible heritage resources which must be included in the ESIA.

Please note that all updates and/or changes to the project, supporting documentation, correspondence,
reports, or any other work relating to the project must be uploaded to the case on SAHRIS to provide SAHRA
with the opportunity to comment. SAHRA does not accept emailed documents or hard-copy documents
received via post.

Should you have any further queries, please contact the designated official using the case number quoted
above in the case header.

Yours faithfully

________________________________________ 
Ruan Brand
Heritage Officer
South African Heritage Resources Agency

________________________________________ 

TotalEnergies Offshore Production Right Application
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Briege Williams
Acting manager
South African Heritage Resources Agency

ADMIN:
Direct URL to case: https://sahris.sahra.org.za/node/610709
(DMR, Ref: )

Terms & Conditions:

1. This approval does not exonerate the applicant from obtaining local authority approval or any other necessary approval for
proposed work.

2. If any heritage resources, including graves or human remains, are encountered they must be reported to SAHRA immediately.
3. SAHRA reserves the right to request additional information as required.

TotalEnergies Offshore Production Right Application
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CBOs COMMENTS



1

Subject: FW: Registration as IAP : Total Energies, Brulpadda Project, Block 11B/12B

From: camoller <camoller@lantic.net>  
Sent: 17 January 2023 10:16 
To: TEEPSA EIA <teepsaEIA@wsp.com> 
Subject: Registration as IAP : Total Energies, Brulpadda Project, Block 11B/12B 

WSP 

Please register AfriForum Mossel Bay Branch as an Interested & Affected Party 

Please confirm receipt and registration as IAP 

Thank you 

Regards 

Charl Möller  
Member responsible for Environmental Affairs 
AfriForum Mossel Bay Branch 
Cel no 082 469 8174 
camoller@lantic.net  

Sent from my Galaxy 

NOTICE: This communication and any attachments ("this message") may contain information which is privileged, confidential, proprietary or otherwise 
subject to restricted disclosure under applicable law. This message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). Any unauthorized use, disclosure, viewing, 
copying, alteration, dissemination or distribution of, or reliance on, this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, or you are 
not an authorized or intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by replying to this message, delete this message and all copies from your e-
mail system and destroy any printed copies.  

-LAEmHhHzdJzBlTWfa4Hgs7pbKl
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From: Rex the Rhino <info@rextherhino.co.za>
Sent: Friday, 03 February 2023 14:12
To: ZA - GLD - Teepsa Esia; Bhaktawar, Natasha
Cc: Rudi Martin; Oliver Rissik; Paul Falla; Basil van Rooyen
Subject: COMMENT ON DRAFT SCOPING REPORT | BLOCK 11B/12B BY TOTALENERGIES EP SOUTH 

AFRICA B.V. REF. NO. 12/4/013
Attachments: Total Energy Gas Drilling Draft Scoping Comment Plett Enviro Forum Feb 2023.pdf; 

PastedGraphic-1.tiff

Many thanks for the opportunity to comment on the application for the proposed project:  Offshore Block 11B/12B.  

Please find attached the comments and queries from the Plettenberg Bay Community Environment Forum.  

Kind regards 
Julie 

Julie Carlisle 
OBO Plettenberg Bay Community Environment Forum 
ecovive@mweb.co.za 
+27 (0) 82 322 2209

On 03 Feb 2023, at 11:45, ZA - GLD - Teepsa Esia <gld.teepsaesia@wsp.com> wrote: 

Dear Stakeholder 

This is a reminder that the public comment period on the Draft Scoping Report for the TEEPSA Block 11B/12B ESIA 
closes today, 03 February 2023. 

Please register as an I&AP and submit your comments if you have not done so already. 

Kind Regards, 

WSP Public Participation Office 

EmHhHzdJzBlTWfa4Hgs7pbKl 
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‘A FORUM SUPPORTING SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT’ 
www.plettenvironmentalforum.co.za 

WSP Group Africa (Pty) Ltd 

PO Box 6001 

Halfway House 

1685 

Via e-mail:  teepsaeia@wsp.com 

2nd February 2023 

To whom It May Concern 

Re: Proposed Offshore Block 11B/12B Development Project - TEEPSA 

Many thanks for the presentations on the 7th December 2022 (online) and the public 

meeting held in Plettenberg Bay on the 17th January 2023.   

While we appreciate the efforts, we would like it noted that the online meeting, due to load 

shedding, cannot be deemed as a satisfactory engagement.  During this online meeting, I 

submitted several queries via the chat prior to load shedding and none of these were 

addressed.  Load shedding happened 30 minutes into the presentation.  

The meeting held on the 17th January 2023 was exceptionally badly advertised, with times 

changing and then changing back and people only becoming aware of the meeting on the 

day of the meeting.  The time allowed for questions was inadequate with only 10 questions 

being allowed.  Again, this should not be considered a comprehensive participation.   

1. The questions posed at the meeting in December which still require answers are as

follows:

• How does TEEPSA into to address the lack of research and understanding of

cetaceans and other species that occur offshore and in the deeper waters?

• Will marine mammal observers be included?  If so, who will these be and what will

their reporting lines and response times be?

• Will the timing of the louder activities consider migration timelines of marine

mammals, the squid season, etc?

mailto:teepsaeia@wsp.com
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• Will ongoing monitoring within the MPA’s be conducted and, if so, if impacts are

noted, what will the process be to prevent further impacts or to implement

mitigations?

• Will ongoing monitoring of the local community fisheries be conducted?

• Will hydrophones be used prior to activity as well as during activity?

2. Questions and concerns arising from the 17th January 23 presentation:

• The application refers to international agreements regarding energy sources.  Please

can you advise why drilling for gas in such an area recognised for its environmental

sensitivities and biodiversity makes sense?  Why is hydro-, solar, or wind not

preferable?  How do the costs and impacts of off-sea drilling and alternative sources

compare?

• Regarding the biodiversity action plans that are mentioned, who will monitor and

implement these plans and who will be responsible for policing these?

• Regarding the additional exploration that is to take place east of the block, are there

existing rights for this?  Or is this part of this application?

• At the meeting, the timeframes that were given suggested that by June all the

required research and specialist studies will have been completed.  This is an

exceptionally narrow timeframe and we are concerned that these studies will rely

on desktop information where research is lacking.  What detailed studies are to be

done and in what timeframes?

• Can you confirm that work will only commence once negotiations with buyers of

this gas have been completed?

• Reference was made to the “peak level of production”.  Is this predetermined?  Are

quantities capped?

• Is the closure plan updated prior to decommissioning?  Is there a process attached

to this?

• What is the risk percentage for accidental spills or other risk factors?

• What is the carbon impact of the project?

• What is the actual total impact of the gas, over the predicted 20 year lifespan, on

the total environment?

• Who is going to benefit from the implementation of this and how?  Many

development applications cite job creation as a rationale.  The document states that

“The project is required to contribute to local development ... through IDPs, SDFs

and EMS.”  How will the project contribute?

• Honest information during the process for the Social and Labour Plan needs to be

available in clear, understandable terms.  It would appear from the presentation and

documentation that only communities in Mossel Bay will benefit from this project,

in which case other communities along the Southern Cape coastline need to be

made aware.

3. Draft Scoping Report Concerns & Queries
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• The report states that “In this case, as of April 22, according to Harris et al, the 

development of the subsea pipelines associated with oil and gas processes are 

considered non-compatible within the CBA natural area.  The environmentally 

preferable option is to retour the pipeline to avoid CBA area ... but this may not be 

feasible.”  While the rationale for drilling in this area is clearly dictated by the 

presence of gas, the associated environmental impacts in areas listed as MPAs, 

EBSA, CBAs and Important Mammal Areas seems entirely counter-intuitive.  The 

consequences are particularly concerning considering the comparative life-spans of 

the two factors (gas availability for 20 years vs environmental integrity into the far 

distant future).  Why is this site to be sacrificed when there is enough sun, hydro 

and wind available for alternative energy sources? 

• The project assumes that there will be no further production from this field.  Is this 

a confirmed assumption and, if not, what are the implications? 

• Please confirm whether pipeline routings will be subject to public scrutiny during 

the ongoing processes. 

• Why are platform modifications not part of the scope of the EISA?  This is directly 

linked to this project and any modifications will surely be required to follow due 

process?   

• Has an environmental integrity baseline been established that will enable ongoing 

environmental monitoring and evaluation?   

• What is the impact on marine life of the air gun discharges of the state 8 to 12 hours 

and what is the circular radius of impact? 

• Is it guaranteed that cement plugs will seal the drilling points that are not to be 

used?  Will the seals remain into perpetuity or is there a monitoring system 

proposed? 

• What explosives are to be used and what is the impact of these? 

• What is the potential impact to sea life from the corrosion of the flowlines? 

• Why is it necessary to bury pipe components in trenches in shallow water to 

decommission them?  Why can they not be removed?  Why is any removeable 

infrastructure or equipment left? 

• Considering that the Agulhas current is the strongest surface current in the world, 

what are the risks to equipment and marine life should equipment get damaged? 

• The table of the hearing ranges of cetaceans in the report does not link this 

information to the actual activities that are proposed.  What will the impact be on 

cetaceans (and other sea life) and will research be conducted to establish the 

number of cetaceans (and sea life) that may be impacted? 

 

4. Draft Scoping Report Non Technical Summary 

The identified and listed potential impacts described the document include, but are not 

limited to: 

• Impacts on air quality due to air emissions from vessel engines and from well 

testing; 
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• Impacts on sea water quality at drilling sites due to drilling muds and cuttings and 

cement which will be discharged into the sea during well drilling; 

• Impacts on sediment quality (bottom contours, grain sized and some chemical 

parameters) from discharge of drilling muds and cuttings and cement and from 

seafloor sampling; 

• Impacts on plant and animal life on the sea bottom in areas where wells are drilled, 

or project infrastructure is installed; 

• Incineration of individual birds from well stem test flaring at the drillship; 

• Noise effects on marine life due to sound from construction related activities, and 

associated physical and behaviour disturbance; 

• The potential for collision between project vessels and marine mammals and sea 

turtles or due to well drilling, VSP and/or sonar survey activities, resulting in injury 

or mortality; 

• Impact on bird life / nesting due to disturbances caused by marine vessels and 

helicopter traffic; 

• Protection from fish pressure of some fishes and invertebrates species attracted to 

the project infrastructures where the exclusion zone will be applied; 

• Local disruption to marine traffic to avoid project activities at sea and their 

exclusion safety zones; 

• Loss of fishing gears due to project vessel movements in fishing areas; 

• Loss of small-scale/artisanal fishing grounds due to project infrastructures and 

their exclusion safety zones; 

• Risk of collision between project vessels and small-scale fishing boats due to project 

vessels movements; 

• Social unrest in coastal communities due to the perception of project negative 

impacts on fisheries combined with very limited local benefits;  

• Potential impacts on human cultural heritage and spiritual connections to the 

ocean and coastline, which is of sacred value to communities. 

 

How are all of these to be mitigated and what risk percentage is deemed as “acceptable”? 

 

The Plettenberg Bay Community Environment Forum thanks you for the opportunity to comment 

and we look forward to your response to our concerns and queries raised.   We reserve the right to 

comment on this proposed project in the future. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
OBO Plettenberg Bay Community Environment Forum 
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From: peter fillies <peterfillies4414@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, 17 January 2023 07:49
To: TEEPSA EIA
Subject: Registration ,Comment abd Reply form
Attachments: 20230117_074352.jpg; 20230117_074400.jpg

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

Good morning 

Please find attached the Registration form as requested. 

Regards 
Peter Fillies ( Chair: Eden Labour Forum) 
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From: mosselbay@postlink.co.za
Sent: Friday, 03 February 2023 15:38
To: TEEPSA EIA; gld.teepsaesi@wsp.com; carelsewp@gmail.com
Cc: gweccoop@gmail.com
Subject: STATEMENT AND COMMENTS - 0619214879
Attachments: 22.pdf

Good day please find attached document. 

Shaedah Kiewiet 
Postlink Mosselbay 
Contact: 079 307 6825 
Fax no: 086 479 4065 
Email address: mosselbay@postlink.co.za 
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From: fos <fos@w3learn.com>
Sent: Tuesday, 31 January 2023 17:20
To: ZA - GLD - Teepsa Esia
Cc: Mareo Bekker; Frits Nortje; Martin Pauw; Talitha Venter
Subject: Comments on Scoping Report for the ESIA for the Proposed offshore PR and EA Application for 

Block 11B/12B by TotalEnergies EP South Africa 
Attachments: ESIA TEEPSA 11B12B response 2023013.pdf

Importance: High

Dear Sir 

Attached please find REVAG’s (Rescue Vleesbaai Action Group) comments regarding the Scoping report for 
the Proposed offshore PR and EA Application for Block 11B/12B by TotalEnergies EP South Africa.   

REVAG represents the interest of the communities of the Vleesbaai Area.  As such we are compelled to 
stress the catastrophic impact of a potential well blow-out on the Southern Cape coast.  Our attached 
submission clearly sets this out.  

It would be inconceivable that such a risk can be worth taking for a relatively short term benefit.  The 
inhabitants of the area would agree if they were aware of this danger. 

Please acknowledge receipt and confirm that our submission will be included in the ESIA. 

Sincerely 

Dr Fritz Snyckers 
Chairman Rescue Vleesbaai Action Group 
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Comments on Scoping Report for the Environmental and Social Impact Assessment 
(“ESIA”) for the Proposed offshore PR and EA Application for Block 11B/12B by 

TotalEnergies EP South Africa (“TEEPSA”) 

We refer to the information about the Environmental and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) and public 
participation process that form part of the proposed Production Right and EA project for Block 11B/12B. 

Although the scoping report mentions that some attention will be given to the potential impact of a well 
blow-out, we would like to highlight the crucial need to fully investigate this consideration as part of the 
ESIA. 

The real danger of a deep-sea well blow-out and the devastating consequences thereof, were illustrated by 
the “Deepwater Horizon” catastrophe in the Gulf of Mexico.  Such an event would be utterly disastrous to 
the whole Southern Cape coast.  Due to the depth of the drilling, the sea conditions and the very strong 
and unpredictable deep currents, this is not such a remote possibility at all.   

The item is briefly covered in the scoping report under “Specialist Studies – Oil Spill Modelling (Executive 
Summary §2.2 & Chapter 9, in §9.2.3)”. Missing here is the description of the extent of the modelling of the 
environmental consequences of such spills.  Also the limitation of 20 days may be optimistic.  The 
Deepwater Horizon spill lasted 5 months, i.e. 150 days, in seabed conditions which were probably less 
severe than in this case.  

The draft ESIA for TEEPSA 5/6/7 in respect of drilling along the south-western coast of South Africa, 
complied by SLR, provides a full and frightening picture of the extent and consequences of a blow-out in 
that exploration area (https://cdn.slrconsulting.com/uploads/2022-
10/010_TEEPSA_567_ESIA_DEIR_Chap_10_Impact_Assessment_Unplanned_Events.pdf, §10.4).  Extensive 
modelling has been applied and shows an apocalyptic disaster scenario for the Cape coast – with a risk 
probability of “unlikely”.   

According to your own definitions, “unlikely” indicates a 5% or lower probability.  The sea conditions and 
the very strong and unpredictable deep currents in the 11B/12B area significantly enhance that risk in 
this case and place the probability near the top of this range. 

As supportive as one may be to the need for a gas supply to Gourikwa and PetroSA, especially in the 
current conditions, it still seems completely irresponsible to expose the whole economy of the Southern 
Cape to such a catastrophic risk.   

We therefore request that the ESIA MUST INCLUDE DETAILED AND RELIABLE SCIENTIFIC DATA WHICH 
SHOWS WHAT THE CONSEQUENCES OF A WELL BLOW-OUT AND THE RESULTANT IMPACT ON THE 
OCEAN ENVIRONMENT, FISHING, TOURISM INDUSTRY ETC.  Simply relegating this to an “unlikely” risk will 
not do. 

It would be inconceivable that such a risk can be worth taking for a relatively short term benefit.  The 
inhabitants of the area would agree if they were aware of this danger. 

Please acknowledge receipt and confirm that our request will be included in the ESIA. 

Sincerely 

Dr Fritz Snyckers 
Chairman, RESCUE VLEESBAAI ACTION GROUP 
fos@w3learn.com 

https://cdn.slrconsulting.com/uploads/2022-10/010_TEEPSA_567_ESIA_DEIR_Chap_10_Impact_Assessment_Unplanned_Events.pdf
https://cdn.slrconsulting.com/uploads/2022-10/010_TEEPSA_567_ESIA_DEIR_Chap_10_Impact_Assessment_Unplanned_Events.pdf
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Subject: FW: Comments on TEEPSA Scoping Report 
Attachments: CMP TEEPSA Comments 20230203.docx

From: Pauw, Martin [cmp1@sun.ac.za] <cmp1@sun.ac.za>  
Sent: 03 February 2023 23:20 
To: ZA - GLD - Teepsa Esia <gld.teepsaesia@wsp.com> 
Cc: TEEPSA EIA <teepsaEIA@wsp.com> 
Subject: Comments on TEEPSA Scoping Report  

Attached please find my comments. 

Dr CM Pauw 
Vleesbaai 
084 951 0242 
The integrity and confidentiality of this email are governed by these terms. Disclaimer 
Die integriteit en vertroulikheid van hierdie e-pos word deur die volgende bepalings bereël. Vrywaringsklousule

NOTICE: This communication and any attachments ("this message") may contain information which is privileged, confidential, proprietary or otherwise 
subject to restricted disclosure under applicable law. This message is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s). Any unauthorized use, disclosure, viewing, 
copying, alteration, dissemination or distribution of, or reliance on, this message is strictly prohibited. If you have received this message in error, or you are 
not an authorized or intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by replying to this message, delete this message and all copies from your e-
mail system and destroy any printed copies.  

-LAEmHhHzdJzBlTWfa4Hgs7pbKl
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Residential address (non postal): 

 2 Middle Ave, 

Vleesbaai. 

3 Feb 2023 

Comments on Scoping Report for the Environmental and Social 
Impact Assessment (“ESIA”) for the Proposed offshore PR and EA 
Application for Block 11B/12B by TotalEnergies EP South Africa 
(“TEEPSA” 

The WSP Public Participation Office, 

gld.teepsaesia@wsp.com  

cc: teepsaEIA@WSP.com  

I refer to the submission by the Chairman of REVAG (Rescue Vleesbaai Action Group) Dr 
Fritz Snyckers, as sent to you per email on 31 January 2023. 

As a member of REVAG I fully concur with Dr Snyckers’ comments and wish to endorse 
them in their entirety. 

I also refer to a submission by Mr Ben Burke, (also a member of REVAG) more particularly 
pertaining to your presentation on 17 Jan 2023 at Mossel Bay.  In this respect I particularly 
refer to your proposal to make use of the facilities of PetroSA, including the F-A platform and 
the pipeline through the bay of Vleesbaai which was installed to bring LNG from the platform 
to the PetroSA GTL refinery.  

To the best of my knowledge there is only one pipeline from the platform to the refinery and 
not two as your report seems to suggest. 

It is common knowledge that PetroSA has lately been floundering both financially and in 
terms of being able to meet its commitments. 

It is also a fact that the PetroSA refinery and its infrastructure, including the F-A platform and 
pipeline which was commissioned more than 30 years ago and was designed for a life cycle 
of 20 years is by now aged and well beyond its ‘Best Before’ date. 

This is illustrated by the fact that the pipeline has been giving more and more problems and 
regularly needs to be repaired. Recent media reports have reiterated this.  

Your presentation on 17 January gave the impression that negotiations are taking place in 
order for PetroSA to take responsibility for the operation of the field, once commissioned, 
through the existing infrastructure.  This is expected to continue for the next 20 years. 

mailto:gld.teepsaesia@wsp.com
mailto:teepsaEIA@WSP.com
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Added to the already aging infrastructure, another 20 years can hardly be contemplated 
without realising that major problems will become unavoidable. 

Such problems could conceivably include major ecological disasters, both inshore and 
offshore, as well as threats to life and property. 

Despite these facts, your presentation and the documents you subsequently sent to I&APs 
do not indicate clearly whether these matters have been adequately addressed with PetroSA 
and whether PetroSA will indeed be able to fully address them and ensure that problems do 
not arise.     

Mr Burke’s submission refers to the fact that your report indicates that PetroSA will cease 
production from its other fields in order for TEEPSA to fully and exclusively use the existing 
offshore installation and infrastructure.   This implies that the existing wells will need to be 
decommissioned by PetroSA. 

I reiterate mr Burke’s questions in this respect: 

Question :- Will PetroSA rehabilitate the sea beds, by removing or rendering the wells ‘safe’ 
similarly as per in para 5.4.1.3 Decommissioning Activities. 

Question :- Does PetroSA have sufficient reserved funds for this process of 
“Decommissioning” to be undertaken. 

Question :- Who will monitor the decommissioned wells for the next 20 years as required 
and stated in this report. 

As to these questions, I refer the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act, No. 
28 of 2002 as amended and in particular to the making of financial provision as 
contemplated in the Act for the costs associated with the undertaking of management, 
rehabilitation and remediation of environmental impacts from prospecting, exploration, 
mining or production operations through the lifespan of such operations and latent or 
residual environmental impacts that may become known in the future.  

See also Ch 10 of the Act, S130, S131 and S132. 

All said and done, it is not clear at all whether these issues have been adequately addressed 
and conclusively and satisfactorily agreed upon with PetroSA. 

Dr CM Pauw 

Cell: 084 951 0242 

Email: cmp1@sun.ac.za 

mailto:cmp1@sun.ac.za
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From: Karel September <kallaseppie@gmail.com>
Sent: Monday, 30 January 2023 10:33
To: TEEPSA EIA
Subject: Submision on ESIA public participation
Attachments: Submission of Imekaya Health and Welfare Academy to TEEPSA.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

The above mentioned refers: 
Attached pls find our submission. 

Kalla September 
084 568 2094 
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THIS IS SUBMISSION OF IMAKAYA HEATH AND WELFARE ACADEMY  

234-756 NPO 

SUBJECT: TOTAL ENVIROMENTAL AND SOCIAL IMACT ASSESSMNET (ESIA) FOR THE PROPOSE 

OFFSHORE PRODUCTION RIGHTS AND ENVIROMENTAL AUTHORISATION APPLICATION FOR 

BLOCK 11B/ 12B DRAFT SCOPING REPORT 

TOTAL ENERGIES PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS (WSP) 

 

 

The above mentioned NPO of Mosel bay would like Total Energies to develop and 

implement comprehensive human resource development programmed, Mine 

Community Development Plan Promoting employment, advance of social an 

economic welfare, Socio Economic Development, Social Fund, Safety and security, 

Social Fund Sustainable Development and to utilize and expand the exiting skill 

base for Empowerment of H.D.S.A. and serve the and to serve the community 

As a stakeholder and I/AP I futher request that the Mine Community be part of 

the Production Rights and further exploration rights, and therefore must benefit 

in the construction and all phases of the project of Total. 

We must be an active participant in the development of the project. 

Our NPO support the Exploration and Production rights and father exploration 

rights of Total Energies. 

 

We as Imakaya Health and Welfare Academy recommend the following for 

consideration: 

To advance youth and women empowerment 

To advance Socio Economic Welfare in our Area. 

To advance Socio Economic Development in our Area. 



To expand the existing skills development  

To have direct employment from TEEPSA and not make use of Labor Brokers 

To ensure the development of required skills in respect of core and critical skills, 

artisans ext. 

To identified f significant business opportunities. 

To trained the locals in ocean economy. 

To give training in marine equipment 

To forester an entrepreneurial culture 

To give back up support to new and existing entrepreneurs towards he project the 

development and facilitation of business skills and courses 

To Facilitate of access to business premises (Spatial Development) 

To get Alignment with the IDP with locals prioritize there needs  

To give support to environmental programmed/kloof project, beach cleaning ext. 

To establish a Social Fund or Trust Fund made available by the company TEEPSA 

for the needs of the poor (infrastructure development) ext 

Safety and Security: to give priority to our hot spots per area with support of 

camera project and support to neighborhood watches 

Sustainable development: the social, economic and environmental functions must 

be bringing into planning, implementation and decision making by all 

stakeholders affected. 

From: KALLA SEPTEMBER 

IMAKAYA HEALTH AND WELFARE ACADEMY 

kallaseppie@gmail.com 

084 568 2094 
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