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Dear Ms Coetzee

APPLICATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION: PROPOSED UPGRADE OF THE
VERDRAG SOUTH AFRICAN POLICE TRAINING FACILITY NORTH NEAR THABEZIMBI
LIMPOPO PROVINCE D o |

The Final Scoping Report (FSR) and Plan of Study. for Environmental impact Assessment dated
August 2012 and received by the Department on 30 August 2012 refer, ' |

The Department has evaluated the submitted FSR and the Plan of Study for Environmental Impact -
Assessment dated -August 2012 and is satisfied that the documents comply with the minimum
requirements of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2010. The FSR i hereby
accepted by the Department in terms of regulation 30(1)(a) of the EJA Regulations, 2010. '

“You may proceed with the environmental impact-assessment process in accordance with the tasks
- contemplated in the Plan of Study for Environmental Impact Assessment as required in'terms of the .
EIA Regulations, 2010. : ' o

Please ensure that comments from all relevant stakeholders are submitted to the Department with
the Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR). This includes but is not limited to Limpopo: Department
of Economic Development, Environment and Tourism, Department of Agriculture (Provincial and
National), Department of Water Affairs, South African Heritage Resource Agency (SAHRA) and
WESSA. Proof of correspondence with the various stakeholders must be included in the Final EIR.
Should you be unable to obtain comments, proof should be submitted to the Department of the
attempts that were made to obtain comments. .

 In addition, the following amendments and additional information are required for the EJR;

a)  Details of the future plans for the site and infraétruc_:ture.and the possibility of upgradihg the
proposed infrastructure to more advanced technologies.



The total footprint of the proposed development should be indicated. Exact locations of the
training facility, and-associated infrastructure should be mapped at an appropriate scale.
Should. a Water Use License be required, proof of application for & license needs to be
Submitted.
Possible impacts and- effects of the development on the vegetation eco!ogy with regard to .
lowland-hightand interface in the locaiity should be indicated.
The impacts of the proposed facility on avrfauna and bats must be assessed in the EJA
phase.
The EIR should rnclude information on the fotlowmg
»  Environmerttal costs vs. benefits of the training facility activity; and
. Economic vrabtllty of the facility to the surrounding area and how the local community
will benefit,
Information on services required on the site, &g. sewage refuse removal, water and
electricity. Who will supply these services and has an agreement and conflrmatlon of
capacity been obtained?
A construction and operational phase EMP to include mitigation and monitoring measures.
Should blasting be required, appropriate mitigation measures should be provided,
A copy of the final site layout plan. Existing infrastructure must be used as far as possibla
e.9. roads. The layout plan must indicate the following:
'+ Training facility and its associated infrastructure;
~« Foundation footprint;

» Internal roads indicating width (constructlon period width and operation period width)
and with numbered sections between the other site elements which they serve (to
make commenting on sections possible),

* Allexisting infrastructure on the site, especially roads;

o Environmental sensitive features and buffer areas.

'+ Buildings, mcludlng accommodation; and

o Al "no-go” areas.

An environmental sensitivity map indicating en\nronmental sensrtrve areas and features
identified during the EIA process.

A map combining the final layout ptan supenmposed on the enviranmental sensitivity map.

An originally signed application form for integrated environmental authorisation in terme of
NEMA 1998 and NEM:WA 2008 with listed activities that correspond with activities listed in
the Scopmg Report, : .

The applicant is hereby remi nded to comply. with the requlrements of- regulatron 67 with regard to the
time period allowed for complying with the requirements of the Regulations, and regulations 56 and
57 with regard to the allowance of a comment period for Interested and affected parties on all reports
submitted to the competent authority for decision-making. The reports referred to are listed in
regulation 56(3a-3h). : .

Ptease ensure that the Flnal EIR includes at least one A3 regional map of the area and the tecalrty

- maps included in the final FIR illustrate the different proposed infrastructure to be upgraded and new

infrastructure to be constructed. The maps must be of acceptable quality and asa mrnrmum have :
- the fallowing attnbutes

»

Maps are relatable to one anotner;

. Cardinal points; .

Co-ordinates;



Legible legends;

Indicate alternatives;

Latest land cover;

Vegetation types of the study area; and
A3 size locality map,

*. 0 & ¢ @

Further, it must be reiterated that should an apphcauon for Environmental Authorisation be subject to

the provisions of Chapter |1, Section 38 of the National Heritage Resources Act, Act 25 of 1999, then

this Department will not be able to make nor issue a decision in terms of your application for

Environmental Authorisation pending a letter from the pertinent heritage authority categorically stating

that the application fuffils the requirements of the relevant heritage resources authority as described
in Chapter I, Section 38(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act, Act 25 of 1999,

You are requested fo submit two '(2) copies of the Environmental Impact. Report (EIR) to the
Department as per regulation 34(1)(b) of the EIA Regulations, 2010. Please submit at least one
electronic copy (CD/DVD) of the complete final report with the hard copy documents. -

You are 'hereby reminded of Section 24F of the National Environmental Management Act, Act No 107
- of 1998, as amended, that no activity may commence prior to an envircnmental authorisation bemg
granted by the Department. - . _

Yours sincerely

e e

Mr Mark Gordon
Chief Director: Intagrated Envnronmental Authorisations
Department of Environmentai Affairs
Letter signed by: Ms Fatima Rawjee
' Designation: Acting Director: Integrated Environmental Authorlsatlons ‘
Date: /5"//0’7 0 -

CC: | P. Nisane Departmenl of Public Works . Fax: 086-572-9671

T. Malungani - | LEDET ‘ ‘ Fax: 015-295-4107



