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Mahikeng Mail-Mahikeng- Gert-Johan Coetzee is known for making the A-list steal the show at events such as the 
Durban July, but in between making glorious gowns, the designer is now searching for two new students to benefit 
from his three-year bursary programme. And after Coetzee challenged other businesses to invest in education, the 
luxury boutique Luminance has added a third bursary to the programme!

Applications have just opened for the 2017 GJC Fashion Design bursary and the brand-new GJC Fashion 

Fashion bursaries worth R500 000 up for grabs 

Communications and Buying bursary, valued at a total of 
R345 000. Coetzee’s fashion design bursary is already in 
its sixth year at the Northwest School of Design, but it is 
the first time that he is adding a Fashion Communications 
bursary, to accommodate students who are more interested 
in the business end of fashion. The latter qualification is 
also what the R170 000 Luminance Social Responsibility 
Grant will fund.

“The industry is really dynamic, and there are so many 
opportunities, which is why I decided to add a bursary for the 
more business-oriented qualification. It’s so hard to get your 
foot in the door and the aim of my bursary programme is to 
pass on what I have learnt, and to open doors for youngsters 
who have the talent and drive to succeed,” says Coetzee. 
He believes that the private sector has a responsibility to 
invest in the education of the next generation, and says 
he was “absolutely thrilled” when Judy Dlamini from 
Luminance, which stocks his couture, approached him 

to sponsor another Fashion Communication student. 
“This three-year qualification teaches the business end of 
fashion – from fashion journalism, marketing and trend 
forecasting, to buying, event management and online retail 
aspects,” explains the designer. Both bursaries include 
mentorship by Coetzee, and the opportunity to intern at 
his atelier to learn the business from the inside out. The 
beneficiary of the Luminance Social Responsibility Grant 
will have a similar opportunity to intern at Luminance. 
Says Dlamini, “We’re looking for someone who is driven 
to succeed in fashion and business and willing to learn…. 
A good academic record is important to us since it shows 
discipline, determination and hard work.” Coetzee also has 
a very clear idea what he’ll be looking out for. “Success 
will only come if you have an inborn fashion instinct and 
are extremely passionate about it. I am looking for students 
who are as singleminded about fashion as I was at that age, 
youngsters who are driven, dedicated and not afraid of hard 

work.” 
All three the lucky applicants will receive sewing 

machines from Bernina, worth a total of R45 000, and 
all their tuition fees and study materials will be covered 
for the three years of their course. Both courses offer 
students the chance to progress to a licentiateship, the 
highest international fashion qualification in South Africa. 
Northwest School of Design is an international fashion 
college approved by City & Guilds of London.  

“I am extremely proud of the talented group who 
make up the GJC bursary team at NWSD, and I expect 
great things of them,” says Coetzee. Last year’s graduate, 
Prudence Kau, is currently interning full-time at his atelier, 

on a fourth-year fellowship from another of the designer’s 
associates, Brutal Fruit. “Prudence is working on her first 
collection for Brutal Fruit at the moment while she is 
completing her licentiateship, and it’s a privilege to be able 
to mentor a young star in the making.”

For more information on how to apply for the Gert-

Johan Coetzee bursaries 
and the Luminance Social 
Responsibility Grant, visit 
www.nwsd.co.za 
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District 
Cooperative Forum 
meeting this Friday
Mahikeng Mail Mahikeng: Members of the Ngaka Modiri Molema 
Cooperative District forum are invited to a meeting to be held 
tomorrow (Friday) at the Mahikeng Local Development Center (behing 
Molopo Home Affairs) at 10:00. Members include the Ditsobotla, 
Mahikeng,Ramotshere,Tswaing and Ratlou Multipurpose Primary 
Cooperatives. For further details contact Oupa Tsime 0735350726 
or Kefilwe Molamu on 0844713491 or the manager of the Mahikeng 
Development center on 0183811392/4.

Church urged to pray 
for drug free society

MAHIKENG MAIL – PAARDEKRAAL: As religious institutions rooted within 
communities, churches, together with government, have a collective responsibility to 
fight racism, crime, substance abuse and the exploitation of women and children, said  
North West Premier Supra Mahumapelo.

Mahumapelo was speaking during a 
church service at Life Changes Ministries 
under Bishop Manas Kabelo in Paardekraal 
over the weekend where he emphasized 
the need for the North West  provincial 
government and various churches in the 
region to  always work together as partners 
especially in renewing, reconciling and 
healing the province.

“It will thus be wrong for us as government 
not to work with our churches in fighting 
poverty, drugs and unemployment,” said 
Mahumapelo.

Before his address, Mahumapelo joined 
the church choir to dance and sing several 
hymns with the congregation.

He appealed to the church to pray for 

the abuse of drugs and other dangerous 
substances, which endanger the lives of 
people in various communities.

“One of the main challenges facing our 
province is the use of drugs and substance 
abuse.  We must all know that failure to 
address this problem will destroy our people. 
Most of the crimes that we experience in our 
communities are due to alcohol and drug 
abuse,” he said.

The Premier also urged the church to pray 
for peaceful election in the province.

Bishop Kabelo thanked the Premier for 
making time to visit his church and promised 
to continue working with government to 
bring about reconciliation, healing and 
renewal in the province.

No money for roads will 
undermine job creation
Mahikeng Mail-Mahikeng- The Department of Public Works and Roads in North West 
is dodging responsibility to fix a dilapidated road linking the communities of Kaalpan to 
Gelukspan and Itsoseng, according to a DA statement issued earlier this week.

“This road is the economic lifeline of 
the communities. Heavy vehicles from the 
Sepaku Cement Factory, farmers, taxi’s, 
busses and community members travel 
on this road on a daily basis. The tarmac 
surface is non-existent, damaging vehicles 
and resulting in claims against the local 
government,” said Jacqueline Theologo MPL 
DA North West Chief Whip.

The DA has raised the importance of 
rebuilding and maintaining the road during 
several Legislature sittings, as well as submit 
written questions to the MEC for Public 
Works and Roads – only to be referred back 
to the Mahikeng Local Municipality.

“We have now confirmed that it is the 
responsibility of the Provincial Department to 
maintain this road and not that of the Mahikeng 
Local Municipality. A senior official in the 
Department informed us that there is no 

money available to ensure that important 
infrastructure like this is maintained. Instead 
of being truthful or taking action, the ANC 
are simply shifting the blame,” she continued, 
adding that “The Sepaku cement factory 
creates many job opportunities for the nearby 
rural communities. It is a pity that the safety 
of employees and assets are ignored. Farmers 
also suffer great losses when transporting 
grain and cattle on the road.”

The situation has become so dire, that in 
December 2015, Sepaku pledged to donate 
their own cement in order for the road to be 
fixed. The ANC failed to take up this offer or 
take any action. 

“We call on the MEC for Public Works 
and Roads to acknowledge his Department’s 
responsibility for the road and to act in the 
interest of the community, farmers and 
companies of the area,” Theologo concluded.
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