
 

 

10 December 2020 

Department of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries 

Environment House 

473 Steve Biko Road 

Arcadia, Pretoria  

 

Attention: Ms Thulisile Nyalunga 

 

 

THE PROPOSED BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM (BESS) AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE AT 

GUNSTFONTEIN WIND ENERGY FACILITY, NORTHERN CAPE PROVINCE (DEFF REF: 14/12/16/3/3/1/2236) 

 

 Notification of extension of the 2014 EIA Regulations prescribed timeframes  

 

Dear Ms Nyalunga, 

 

The Basic Assessment (BA) process currently being undertaken by Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd 

for the proposed Battery Energy Storage System for the Gunstfontein Wind Farm, Northern Cape 

Province has reference.  The BA is being undertaken in terms of the National Environmental 

Management Act, NEMA (Act 107 of 1998, as amended) and the 2014 Environmental Impact 

Assessment Regulations (as amended).  

 

An application for Environmental Authorisation was submitted to the Department on 16 October 2020 

together with the draft Basic Assessment Report. The draft BAR was made available for a 30-day 

review period from 16 October 2020 to 17 November 2020.  All comments received by interested and 

affected parties (I&APs) during this review period have been recorded and will be included as part 

of the final Basic Assessment Report.  

 

Following the submission of the application and draft BA Report to the DEFF, fine-scale walk-down 

surveys have been conducted by the environmental specialists and technical team allowing for 

more refined layout adjustments. Following the results of the walkthroughs, it was identified that minor 

layout updates were required for the proposed BESS in order to accommodate environmental 

sensitivities and technical considerations. In order to ensure the updated layout has been included 

into the Basic Assessment report and Environmental Management Programme (EMPr), for approval 

together with the Environmental Authorisation (should one be issued), the draft Basic Assessment 

report and EMPr have been updated to reflect the revised layout. This updated draft Basic 

Assessment report and EMPr will also be submitted for a further 30 days public participation review 

period to I&APs and Stakeholders in order to provide I&APs an opportunity to comment on the refined 

layout.   
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Gideon Raath

From: Gideon Raath

Sent: Thursday, 10 December 2020 15:40

To: eiaapplications@environment.gov.za; EIAadmin@environment.gov.za; 

TNyalunga@environment.gov.za

Cc: Stephnie Kot; Jo-Anne Thomas; Gideon Raath

Subject: SE2777| Notification for Extension of Timeframes DEFF: 14/12/16/3/3/1/2236

Attachments: SE2777 GunstfonteinBESS Notice of Timeframe extension 10.12.2020.pdf

Importance: High

Good day EIA Applications, EIA Admin and Thulisile,  

 

Please find attached the notification letter for extension of the prescribed timeframes for the proposed 

Gunstfontein Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) Basic Assessment application (DEFF Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/1/2236), 

for your review, record and note. Kindly acknowledge receipt of the request in writing.  

 

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you have and queries on the above mentioned.  

 

Thank you, 

 

 

 

 

Gideon Raath  
Environmental & Permitting Consultant  

 t: +27 (0)11 656 3237 

f: +27 (0) 86 684 0547 
e: gideon@savannahsa.com 

c: +27 (0) 72 194 3644 

   

SAWEA Award for Leading Environmental Consultant on Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015

 

 

Gideon
Highlight



 

Considering the changes to the layout and the further 30-day public review period being provided 

on the report, this letter serves to formally notify the Department of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries 

(DEFF) that the final BA Report will be submitted within 140 days of receipt of the application by the 

competent authority for the proposed BESS project in accordance with Regulation 19(1)(b). 

 

Please acknowledge receipt of the notification and advise should any further clarification be re-

quired.   

 

 

Kind regards, 

 

 

 

Gideon Raath 

Environmental Consultant 

Gideon@savannahsa.com  

 




















