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CHANCE FIND PROTOCOL – HERITAGE RESOURCES 

 
 

1. PURPOSE 

 
Potential impacts on heritage resources can occur during construction as a result of  unearthing during construction. This 

protocol outlines the procedures to be followed in the event that a heritage resource is uncovered.  

 
2. PALAEONTOLOGICAL FINDS 

 
Monitoring Programme for Palaeontology is to commence once the excavations for all structures and infrastructure begin. The 

following procedure is only required if fossils are seen on the surface and when excavations commence.  

 
1. When excavations begin the rocks must be given a cursory inspection by the environmental officer or designated person. 

Any fossiliferous material (silicified wood, plants, insects, bone, shells) should be put aside in a suitably protected place. 

This way the construction activities will not be interrupted. 

2. Where possible, photographs of similar fossils must be provided to the contractor to assist in recognizing the fossil plants 

and bones that might be encountered on site. This information must be built into the EMPr’s training and awareness plan 

and procedures. 

3. Photographs of the putative fossils can be sent to the palaeontologist for a preliminary assessment. 

4. If there is any possible fossil material found by the Contractor/environmental officer then a qualified palaeontologist 

should visit the site to inspect the selected material and check the excavations where feasible. 

5. Fossil plants or vertebrates that are considered to be of good quality or scientific interest by the palaeontologist must be 

removed, catalogued and housed in a suitable institution where they can be made available for further study. Before the 

fossils are removed from the site, a South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA) permit must be obtained. Annual 

reports must be submitted to SAHRA as required by the relevant permits. 

6. If no good fossil material is recovered, then any site inspections by the palaeontologist will not be necessary.  

7. If no fossils are found and the excavations have finished, then no further monitoring is required. 

 
3. ARCHAEOLOGICAL FINDS 

 
If you believe that you may have encountered any archaeological materials, stop work in the area and follow the procedure 

below: 

1. The heritage resource must be avoided and all activities in the immediate vicinity temporarily ceased.  

2. A suitably qualified specialist must be informed and commissioned to consider the heritage resource, either via 

communicating with the Environmental Officer via telephone or email, or based on a site visit. 

3. Appropriate measures are to be provided by a qualified specialist towards immediate management of the  heritage 

resource. 



God’s Window Skywalk Project, Mpumalanga Province  

Environmental Management Programme July 2022 

Appendix B: Chance Find Protocol Page 2 

 

 

4. Should the specialist conclude that the find is a heritage resource protected in terms of the NRHA (1999) Sections 34, 

36, 37 and NHRA (1999) Regulations (Regulation 38, 39, 40), the specialist must notify SAHRA on behalf of the  

Developer. 

5. If required by SAHRA, the specialist must conduct a HIA in terms of NHRA Section 38 that must include rescue 

actions/excavations. 

 
4. GRAVES 

Should any unmarked human burials/remains be found during the course of construction:  

 
1. Work in the immediate vicinity should cease and the find must immediately be reported to the  archaeologist, or the 

South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA). 

2. Where human remains are part of a burial they would need to be exhumed under a permit from SAHRA (for pre-

colonial burials as well as burials later than about AD 1500). 

3. For newer graves, should the specialist conclude that the find is a heritage resource protected in terms of the NHRA 

(1999) Section 35 and NHRA (1999) Regulations (Regulation 38, 39, 40) SAHRA may require that an identification of 

interested parties, consultation and /or grave relocation take place; 

4. Consultation must take place in terms of NHRA (1999) Regulations 39, 40, 42; 

5. Grave relocation must take place in terms of NHRA (1999) Regulations 34. 

6. This measure should be undertaken by a qualified archaeologist, and in accordance with relevant legislation, 

permitting, statutory permissions and subject to any local and regional provisions, laws and by-laws pertaining to 

human remains. 

7. If required by current, relevant legislation, a full social consultation process should occur in conjunction with the 

mitigation of cemeteries and burials. 

8. Under no circumstances may burials be disturbed or removed until such time as necessary statutory procedures 

required for grave relocation have been met. 


