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Final Comment
In terms of Section 38(4), 38(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999)

Attention: Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd

PO Box 148
Sunninghill
2157

Gunstfontein Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd would like to provide for the installation of a Battery Energy Storage
System (BESS) at the authorised Gunstfontein WEF (DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/826) in the Northern Cape.
The BESS is proposed to be located near to the facility substation and will be approximately 3-4ha in
total extent. Medium Voltage below ground or overhead cabling (33kV or less) will connect the BESS
to the substation and an access road to the BESS will branch off the WEF roads.. An area of ~500m
around the boundary of the facility substation is to be assessed, to allow for the optimization of the
placement of the BESS. The BESS is envisaged to become an integral component of the authorised
WEF. The full extent of the 500m assessment zone around the Gunstfontein WEF substation has been
assessed in this report.

Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by Gunstfontein Wind Farm (Pty) Ltd to conduct an
Environmental Authorisation (EA) Amendment Application process for the authorised Gunstfontein Wind Farm,
near Sutherland, Northern Cape Province (DEA Ref: 14/12/16/3/3/2/826).

A draft Basic Assessment Report (DBAR) has been submitted in terms of the National Environmental
Management Act, no 107 of 1998 (NEMA) and the NEMA Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
Regulations. The proposed amendment will include the installation of a battery energy storage system (BESS)
and associated infrastructure such as fencing around the BESS, possible fire break around the BESS, MV
cabling, laydown area and access road (not longer than 500 m) within the authorised footprint covering less
than 4 ha.

A previous SAHRIS Case ID 8383 has reference (https://sahris.sahra.org.za/cases/gunstfontein-wef). In a
Comment issued on the 18/03/2016, SAHRA noted no objections to the original Environmental Authorisation,
with the exception of two turbines (as discussed in the second Final Comment issued on the 20/06/2016) and
provided several conditions.
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CTS Heritage has been appointed to provide heritage specialist input as part of the EA Amendment
application report as required by section 24(4)b(iii) of NEMA and section 38(3) and 38(8) of the National
Heritage Resources Act, Act 25 of 1999 (NHRA).

Lavin, J. 2020. Heritage Screening Assessment for Basic Assessment Process for the Great Karoo Battery
Energy Storage System, Northern Cape Province.

No heritage resources were previously identified within the development footprint where the BESS is proposed
to be situated.

Recommendations provided in the report include the following:

A buffer zone of 60 m must be maintained from all identified heritage and palaeontological resources.
Micro adjustment of all relevant proposed infrastructure must occur in order to achieve this;
The stone cairn/possible grave (Site ID 129288), should be demarcated and fenced off with a
perimeter buffer zone of 60m;
A Conservation Management Plan must be developed to ensure the on-going conservation of identified
heritage resources during the life of the development. The report must include a map of all identified
heritage and palaeontological resources with buffer zones of 60 m in relation to the proposed
development. This can be the same as the CMP developed for the WEF. This report must be
submitted to SAHRA if the EA has been approved and must form part of the final EMPr;
Palaeontological Monitoring of the construction phase can be conducted by a suitable qualified
Environmental Control Officer, punctuated by regular site visits by a qualified palaeontologist. Proof of
training must be presented to SAHRA and regular monitoring reports must be submitted to SAHRA;
If concentrations of archaeological heritage material and human remains are uncovered during
construction, all work must cease immediately and be reported to the South African Heritage
Resources Agency (SAHRA) (021 642 4502) so that systematic and professional investigation/
excavation can be undertaken.

Final Comment

The following comments are made as a requirement in terms of section 3(4) of the NEMA Regulations and
section 38(8) of the NHRA in the format provided in section 38(4) of the NHRA and must be included in the
Final BAR and EMPr:
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38(4)a – The SAHRA Archaeology, Palaeontology and Meteorites (APM) Unit has no objections to the
proposed amendment to the authorised development;
38(4)b – The recommendations of the specialists are supported and must be adhered to. Further
additional specific conditions are provided for the development as follows:
The Final Comments issued on the 18/03/2016 (https://sahris.sahra.org.za/node/359844),  20/06/2016
(https://sahris.sahra.org.za/node/365018) and 31/05/2019 (https://sahris.sahra.org.za/node/523991)
are still valid for this application and must be adhered to;
38(4)c(i) – If any evidence of archaeological sites or remains (e.g. remnants of stone-made structures,
indigenous ceramics, bones, stone artefacts, ostrich eggshell fragments, charcoal and ash
concentrations), fossils or other categories of heritage resources are found during the proposed
development, SAHRA APM Unit (Natasha Higgitt/Phillip Hine 021 462 5402) must be alerted as per
section 35(3) of the NHRA. Non-compliance with section of the NHRA is an offense in terms of section
51(1)e of the NHRA and item 5 of the Schedule;
38(4)c(ii) – If unmarked human burials are uncovered, the SAHRA Burial Grounds and Graves (BGG)
Unit (Thingahangwi Tshivhase/Mimi Seetelo 012 320 8490), must be alerted immediately as per
section 36(6) of the NHRA. Non-compliance with section of the NHRA is an offense in terms of section
51(1)e of the NHRA and item 5 of the Schedule;
38(4)d – See section 51(1) of the NHRA;
38(4)e – The following conditions apply with regards to the appointment of specialists:
i) If heritage resources are uncovered during the course of the development, a professional
archaeologist or palaeontologist, depending on the nature of the finds, must be contracted as soon as
possible to inspect the heritage resource. If the newly discovered heritage resources prove to be of
archaeological or palaeontological significance, a Phase 2 rescue operation may be required subject to
permits issued by SAHRA;
The Final BAR and EMPr must be submitted to SAHRA for record purposes;
The decision regarding the EA Amendment Application must be communicated to SAHRA and
uploaded to the SAHRIS Case application.

Should you have any further queries, please contact the designated official using the case number quoted
above in the case header.

Yours faithfully
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________________________________________ 
Natasha Higgitt
Heritage Officer
South African Heritage Resources Agency

________________________________________ 
Phillip Hine
Manager: Archaeology, Palaeontology and Meteorites Unit
South African Heritage Resources Agency

ADMIN:
Direct URL to case: http://www.sahra.org.za/node/541733

Terms & Conditions:

1. This approval does not exonerate the applicant from obtaining local authority approval or any other necessary approval for
proposed work.

2. If any heritage resources, including graves or human remains, are encountered they must be reported to SAHRA immediately.
3. SAHRA reserves the right to request additional information as required.

GUNSTFONTEIN BATTERY ENERGY STORAGE SYSTEM, NORTHERN CAPE
PROVINCE

Our Ref:

Enquiries: Natasha Higgitt Date: Thursday November 12, 2020

Tel: 021 462 4502

Email: nhiggitt@sahra.org.za

Page No: 4

CaseID: 15616

Powered by TCPDF (www.tcpdf.org)

http://www.tcpdf.org


DEPARTMENT OF WATER AND SANITATION
















