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Savannah Public Process

From: Ackerman Pieter <AckermanP@dws.gov.za>

Sent: Monday, August 31, 2020 9:40 AM

To: Savannah Public Process

Cc: Mulaudzi Nkhumbudzeni; Kuse Lumka; Roets Wietsche; Meulenbeld Paul; Khosa

Tsunduka; Tonjeni Mzuvukile; Bila-Mupariwa Ntombizanele Mary; Dhlamini

Nthabiseng

Subject: RE: Upilanga PV1 & PV2: BAR Notification review and comment period ending soon

Hi
Please investigate if a water use authorisation is required.
Regards

Pieter Ackerman (PrLArch)
Chief Landscape Architect
Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS), South Africa
Sub Directorate Instream Water Use
Tel: 012 336 8217
Cell: 082 807 3512
Fax: 012 336 6608

From: Public Process [mailto:publicprocess@savannahsa.com]
Sent: 28 August 2020 04:45 PM
To: Ackerman Pieter
Subject: Upilanga PV1 & PV2: BAR Notification review and comment period ending soon

UPILANGA PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV) ONE AND UPILANGA PHOTOVOLTAIC (PV)
TWO DEVELOPMENTS AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE NEAR

UPINGTON, NORTHERN CAPE PROVINCE

Dear Stakeholder and Interested and Affected Party,

With reference to the attached notification letter sent on Monday, 03 August 2020 attached to
the e-mail notification below, this e-mail serves to inform you that the comment period for the
Basic Assessment Report (BAR) is ending on Friday, 04 Sepetember 2020. As you may
recall, the review and comment period for the BAR was from Monday, 03 August 2020 to
Friday, 04 September 2020.

Thank you to those Stakeholders and Interested and Affected Parties who submitted their written
comments and those who had not yet submitted written comments, we kindly request that you
do so before or on Friday, 04 September 2020.
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Kind regards,

Nicolene Venter
Public Process

t: 011 656 3237

f: 086 684 0547

e: publicprocess@savannahsa.com
c: +27 (0) 60 978 8396

SAWEA Award for Leading Environmental Consultant on Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015

DISCLAIMER: This message and any attachments are confidential and intended solely for the addressee. If you have
received this message in error, please notify the system manager/sender. Any unauthorized use, alteration or
dissemination is prohibited. The Department of Water and Sanitation further accepts no liability whatsoever for any
loss, whether it be direct, indirect or consequential, arising from this e-mail, nor for any consequence of its use or
storage.
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN     24 February 2020  
 
 
Eskom requirements for work in or near Eskom servitudes. 
 

 
1. Eskom’s rights and services must be acknowledged and respected at all 

times. 
 

2. Eskom shall at all times retain unobstructed access to and egress from its 
servitudes. 
 

3. Eskom’s consent does not relieve the developer from obtaining the necessary 
statutory, land owner or municipal approvals. 
 

4. Any cost incurred by Eskom as a result of non-compliance to any relevant 
environmental legislation will be charged to the developer. 

 
5. If Eskom has to incur any expenditure in order to comply with statutory 

clearances or other regulations as a result of the developer’s activities or 
because of the presence of his equipment or installation within the servitude 
restriction area, the developer shall pay such costs to Eskom on demand. 
 

6. The use of explosives of any type within 500 metres of Eskom’s services shall 
only occur with Eskom’s previous written permission. If such permission is 
granted the developer must give at least fourteen working days prior notice of 
the commencement of blasting. This allows time for arrangements to be made 
for supervision and/or precautionary instructions to be issued in terms of the 
blasting process. It is advisable to make application separately in this regard. 
 

7. Changes in ground level may not infringe statutory ground to conductor 
clearances or statutory visibility clearances. After any changes in ground 
level, the surface shall be rehabilitated and stabilised so as to prevent 
erosion. The measures taken shall be to Eskom’s satisfaction. 
 

8. Eskom shall not be liable for the death of or injury to any person or for the loss 
of or damage to any property whether as a result of the encroachment or of 
the use of the servitude area by the developer, his/her agent, contractors, 
employees, successors in title, and assignees. The developer indemnifies 
Eskom against loss, claims or damages including claims pertaining to 
consequential damages by third parties and whether as a result of damage to 
or interruption of or interference with Eskom’s services or apparatus or 
otherwise. Eskom will not be held responsible for damage to the developer’s 
equipment. 
 

9. No mechanical equipment, including mechanical excavators or high lifting 
machinery, shall be used in the vicinity of Eskom’s apparatus and/or services, 
without prior written permission having been granted by Eskom.  If such 
permission is granted the developer must give at least seven working days’ 
notice prior to the commencement of work. This allows time for arrangements 



to be made for supervision and/or precautionary instructions to be issued by 
the relevant Eskom Manager  
 
Note: Where and electrical outage is required, at least fourteen work days are 
required to arrange it. 
 

10. Eskom’s rights and duties in the servitude shall be accepted as having prior 
right at all times and shall not be obstructed or interfered with.  
 

11. Under no circumstances shall rubble, earth or other material be dumped 
within the servitude restriction area. The developer shall maintain the area 
concerned to Eskom’s satisfaction. The developer shall be liable to Eskom for 
the cost of any remedial action which has to be carried out by Eskom. 
 

12. The clearances between Eskom’s live electrical equipment and the proposed 
construction work shall be observed as stipulated by Regulation 15 of the 
Electrical Machinery Regulations of the Occupational Health and Safety Act, 
1993 (Act 85 of 1993). 
 

13. Equipment shall be regarded electrically live and therefore dangerous at all 
times. 
 

14. In spite of the restrictions stipulated by Regulation 15 of the Electrical 
Machinery Regulations of the Occupational Health and Safety Act, 1993 (Act 
85 of 1993), as an additional safety precaution, Eskom will not approve the 
erection of houses, or structures occupied or frequented by human beings, 
under the power lines or within the servitude restriction area. 
 

15. Eskom may stipulate any additional requirements to highlight any possible 
exposure to Customers or Public to coming into contact or be exposed to any 
dangers of Eskom plant. 
 

16. It is required of the developer to familiarise himself with all safety hazards 
related to Electrical plant. 
 

17. Any third party servitudes encroaching on Eskom servitudes shall be 
registered against Eskom’s title deed at the developer’s own cost.  If such a 
servitude is brought into being, its existence should be endorsed on the 
Eskom servitude deed concerned, while the third party’s servitude deed must 
also include the rights of the affected Eskom servitude. 
 

 
 
 
 
John Geeringh (Pr Sci Nat) 
Senior Consultant Environmental Management 
Eskom Transmission Division: Land & Rights 
Megawatt Park,  D1Y42,  Maxwell Drive,  Sunninghill,  Sandton. 
P O Box 1091,  Johannesburg,  2000. 
Tel: 011 516 7233 
Cell: 083 632 7663 
Fax: 086 661 4064 
E-mail:  john.geeringh@eskom.co.za 

 





















 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SARAO 



 

Savannah Environmental Pty (Ltd) 

First Floor, Block 2 
5 Woodlands Drive Office Park 

Cnr Woodland Dr & Western 
Service Road 

Woodmead 

2191 
Email: niclene@savannahsa.com 

Date: 04 September 2020 

To whom it may concern 

RE: SARAO’S COMMENTS OF THE BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR 

UPILANGA PV1 AND UPILANGA PV2 SOLAR PROJECTS IN THE NORTH-

ERN CAPE PROVINCE. 

 

SARAO has completed the preliminary risk re-assessment with regard to the 

electromagnetic emissions of the for the above-mentioned solar PV facilities 

and its possible impact on the SKA radio telescope.  

In order to fully determine the level of risk on interference to the SKA Infra-

structure Territory, SARAO requires an inventory of electrical equipment that 

will be deployed at the facility. However, based on the location, spectral den-

sity at the facility should not exceed -46 dBm/Hz in order to fall within the 

Karoo Central Astronomy Advantage Areas Regulations compliance limits. 

Based on other recently assessed solar PV projects in the vicinity, we have 

determined that the risk level is from low to medium. Each project is, however, 

unique and dependant on electrical equipment installed (or proposed) and 

subsequent radiated emissions.  

SARAO does not object the projects but would appreciate if an inventory of 

electrical equipment could be provided at a later stage, so that re-assessment 

can be undertaken and a EMI control plan should put in place if the emissions 
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exceeds the compliance limits. Thank you for your patience and our office re-

mains open for any discussion relating to this project and its impact on the 

SKA radio telescope.   

 

Regards, 
 

 
 

Mr Selaelo Matlhane 
Spectrum & Telecommunication Manager 
South African Radio Astronomy Observatory (SARAO)  

Tel:  011 442 2434 
Email: smatlhane@ska.ac.za  
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Final Comment
In terms of Section 38(4), 38(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999)

Attention: Emvelo Capital Projects (Pty) Ltd.

Establishment of the Upington Ilanga Solar Park (Upilanga Solar Park) Development, using
concentrating solar generation technology and photovoltaic technology, on sites located
approximately 30 km east of Upington within the Dawid Kruiper Local Municipality, which falls under
the ZF Mgcawu District in the Northern Cape.

Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by Emvelo Capital Projects (Pty) Ltd to conduct an
Environmental Authorisation (EA) Application for the proposed Upilanga PV 1 Solar facility near Upington,
Northern Cape Province.

A draft Basic Assessment Report (dBAR) has been submitted in terms of the National Environmental
Management Act, no 107 of 1998 (NEMA) and the NEMA Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
Regulations. The proposed infrastructure will include solar panels, underground grid connection, on-site
substation, transformer facility, underground cables between panels, internal access roads, laydown area,
operation and maintenance buildings, electrified perimeter fencing and security infrastructure. The total extent
of the development area will be 350 ha. The proposed development is located within Focus Area 7 of the
Renewable Energy Development Zones i.e. the Upington REDZ.

CTS Heritage have been appointed to provide heritage specialist input as part of the BAR process as required
by section 24(4)b(iii) of NEMA and section 38(3) and 38(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act, Act 25 of
1999 (NHRA).

Lavin, J. 2020. Heritage Impact Assessment in terms of section 38(8) of the NHRA for the Proposed
development of Ilanga 1 100MW Solar PV Facility and associated infrastructure on a site near Upington in the
Northern Cape Province.

Recommendations provided in the report include the following:

No mitigation is required prior to construction operations commencing.
During the construction phase all deeper (> 1 m) excavations into sedimentary bedrock should be

Upilanga Solar Park PV1

Our Ref:

Enquiries: Natasha Higgitt Date: Wednesday September 02, 2020

Tel: 021 462 4502

Email: nhiggitt@sahra.org.za

Page No: 1

CaseID: 15336



 

 

 

 

 

 

monitored for fossil remains by the responsible Environmental Control Officer (ECO). Should
substantial fossil remains such as vertebrate bones and teeth, petrified wood, plant-rich fossil lenses or
dense fossil burrow assemblages be exposed during construction, the responsible ECO should
safeguard these, preferably in situ, and alert the South African Heritage Resources Authority (SAHRA)
so that appropriate action can be taken by a professional palaeontologist,
Should any evidence of archaeological sites or remains (e.g. remnants of stone-made structures,
indigenous ceramics, bones, stone artefacts, ostrich eggshell fragments, charcoal and ash
concentrations), fossils or other categories of heritage resources be found during the proposed
development, SAHRA APM Unit (Natasha Higgitt/Phillip Hine 021 462 5402) must be alerted.
If unmarked human burials are uncovered, the SAHRA Burial Grounds and Graves (BGG) Unit (Mimi
Seetelo 012 320 8490), must be alerted immediately as per section 36(6) of the NHRA. A professional
archaeologist must be contracted as soon as possible to inspect the findings. A Phase 2 rescue
excavation operation may be required subject to permits issued by SAHRA.
The above recommendations must be included in the Environmental Management Programme (EMPr)
for the project

The HIA was informed by results from the following two reports:

Lavin, J and Wiltshire, N. 2019. Archaeological Specialist Study in terms of Section 38(8) of the NHRA for a
proposed development of 3 X 350MW and 6 X100MW PV facilities without battery storage and 1 X 350MW
CSP facility (tower), near Upington, Northern Cape Province. 

This report assessed several solar facilities. Only the results for Upilanga PV 1 Solar will be discussed here.

Wide spread surface scatters of Stone Age artefacts were identified within the proposed project area. No
further heritage resources were identified within the proposed development area.

Almond, J. E. 2015. Proposed Ilanga CSP 7, 8 (tower) and 9 (trough) Facilities and associated infrastructure
within the Karoshoek Solar Valley Development near Upington, ZF Mgcawu District, Northern Cape.

This report assessed several solar facilities. Only the results for Upilanga PV 1 Solar will be discussed here.

The proposed development area is underlain by Precambrian igneous and metamorphic rocks, which are
overlain by Gordonia Formation dune sands. The Precambrian rocks do not contain fossils, while the Gordonia



 

 

 

 

 

 

sediments are not generally conducive to fossil preservation.

Final Comment

The following comments are made as a requirement in terms of section 3(4) of the NEMA Regulations and
section 38(8) of the NHRA in the format provided in section 38(4) of the NHRA and must be included in the
Final BAR and EMPr:

38(4)a – The SAHRA Archaeology, Palaeontology and Meteorites (APM) Unit has no objections to the
proposed development;
38(4)b – The recommendations of the specialists are supported and must be adhered to. No further
additional specific conditions are provided for the development;
38(4)c(i) – If any evidence of archaeological sites or remains (e.g. remnants of stone-made structures,
indigenous ceramics, bones, stone artefacts, ostrich eggshell fragments, charcoal and ash
concentrations), fossils or other categories of heritage resources are found during the proposed
development, SAHRA APM Unit (Natasha Higgitt/Phillip Hine 021 462 5402) must be alerted as per
section 35(3) of the NHRA. Non-compliance with section of the NHRA is an offense in terms of section
51(1)e of the NHRA and item 5 of the Schedule;
38(4)c(ii) – If unmarked human burials are uncovered, the SAHRA Burial Grounds and Graves (BGG)
Unit (Thingahangwi Tshivhase/Mimi Seetelo 012 320 8490), must be alerted immediately as per
section 36(6) of the NHRA. Non-compliance with section of the NHRA is an offense in terms of section
51(1)e of the NHRA and item 5 of the Schedule;
38(4)d – See section 51(1) of the NHRA;
38(4)e – The following conditions apply with regards to the appointment of specialists:
i) If heritage resources are uncovered during the course of the development, a professional
archaeologist or palaeontologist, depending on the nature of the finds, must be contracted as soon as
possible to inspect the heritage resource. If the newly discovered heritage resources prove to be of
archaeological or palaeontological significance, a Phase 2 rescue operation may be required subject to
permits issued by SAHRA;
The Final BAR and EMPr must be submitted to SAHRA for record purposes;
The decision regarding the EA Application must be communicated to SAHRA and uploaded to the
SAHRIS Case application.

Should you have any further queries, please contact the designated official using the case number quoted
above in the case header.

Upilanga Solar Park PV1
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Yours faithfully

________________________________________ 
Natasha Higgitt
Heritage Officer
South African Heritage Resources Agency

________________________________________ 
Phillip Hine
Manager: Archaeology, Palaeontology and Meteorites Unit
South African Heritage Resources Agency

ADMIN:
Direct URL to case: http://www.sahra.org.za/node/538578
(DEA, Ref: )

Terms & Conditions:

1. This approval does not exonerate the applicant from obtaining local authority approval or any other necessary approval for
proposed work.

2. If any heritage resources, including graves or human remains, are encountered they must be reported to SAHRA immediately.
3. SAHRA reserves the right to request additional information as required.

Upilanga Solar Park PV1
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