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Final Comment
In terms of Section 38(4), 38(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999)

Attention: Hyperion Solar Development (Pty) Ltd

Hyperion Solar Development (Pty) Ltd propsing the development of a hybrid generation facility
consisting of a dispatchable, dual fuel (liquid or gas) thermal generation plant that will work in
combination with the authorised Hyperion PV Solar Energy Facility (SEF) complex. The power
generated by the thermal facility and authorised Hyperion PV facility complex will connect via an
overhead 132kV power line to the existing Eskom Kalbas substation. The thermal generation plant will
include the following infrastructure

Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by Hyperion Solar Development (Pty) Ltd to conduct
an Environmental Authorisation (EA) Application for the proposed 75MW Thermal Dual Fuel Facility and
associated infrastructure for the authorised Hyperion 1 & 2 Solar OV facilities, near Kathu, Northern Cape
Province.

A draft Scoping Report (DSR) has been submitted in terms of the National Environmental Management Act,
1998 (NEMA) and the 2017 NEMA Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations. The proposed
infrastructure will include gas turbines or reciprocating engines, access roads, truck entrance and parking
facility, regasification plant and fuel preparation plant, dry cooling system, fuel off-loading facility, fuel storage
facility, water demineralisation plant, substation, cabling, operation and maintenance building, fencing,
warehouse and workshops covering an area of 5ha. The proposed Thermal Dual Fuel Facility will be located
within the authorised Hyperion PV Solar Energy Facility.

SAHRIS Case ID 12966 has reference (https://sahris.sahra.org.za/cases/hyperion-solar-development-2). In a
Final Comment issued on the 06/05/2019, SAHRA noted no objections to the proposed development and
provided specific conditions for the development.

ASHA Consulting (Pty) Ltd has been appointed to provide heritage specialist input as required by section
24(4)b(iii) of NEMA and section 38(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act, Act 25 of 1999 (NHRA).

Orton, J. 2020. Heritage Impact Assessment: Proposed Thermal Power Dual Fuel Generator on Farm
432/REM and Access Road on Farm 464/1, North of Kathu, Kuruman Magisterial District, Northern Cape. 
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It is noted that no physical survey was conducted as part of this HIA, however, the area where the proposed
facility is to be located was surveyed as part of the original EA application. No heritage resources were
previously identified within the proposed facility footprint.

Recommendations provided in the report include the following:

The subsurface palaeontological record can never be fully understood, and the EIA Phase report will
need to make recommendations for monitoring and/or mitigation to be carried out in advance of or
during construction work;
The EIA Phase report will need to make recommendations for mitigation to be carried out in advance of
construction work. This will likely entail monitoring of excavations and excavating column samples from
a few strategic locations. It should be noted that the potential does exist for a larger excavation to be
required if highly significant archaeological resources are discovered;
The EIA Phase report will need to make recommendations for mitigation or avoidance of graves visible
on the surface and indicate how to proceed in the event that a grave is discovered during excavation.

In an Interim Comment issued on the 16/11/2020, SAHRA requested that the EIA phase report HIA must
include a field-based survey be conducted for the proposed access road. The EIA phase HIA must include a
Palaeontological Desktop Study as the proposed development footprint is located within an area of moderate
sensitivity as per the SAHRIS PalaeoSensitivity map.

Since the issuing of the Interim Comment, a field-based HIA and Desktop PIA have been submitted on the
12/02/2021 (Appendix H of the draft EIA).

Almond, J. A. 2021. Palaeontological Heritage: Letter of Exemption from Further Specialist Studies. Proposed
Thermal Power Dual Fuel Generator on Farm 432/Rem and Access Road on 432/Rem, 457/1, 457/2 And
457/Rem, near Kathu, Kuruman Magisterial District, Northern Cape.

The proposed development area is underlain by Late Caenozoic aeolian sands and Precambrian lavas of the
Ongeluk Formation that are of low to very low sensitivity. A Chance Fossil Finds Procedure is recommended
to be implemented and is provided in the report.

Orton, J. 2021. Heritage Impact Assessment: Proposed Thermal Power Dual Fuel Generator on Farm
432/Rem and Access Road on 432/Rem, 457/1, 457/2 And 457/Rem, north of Kathu, Kuruman Magisterial



 

 

 

 

 

 

District, Northern Cape.

It is noted that the report is based off field-work conducted in 2018. A total of 11 heritage resources were
identified along the proposed road servitude and generator site which include surface scatters of Stone Age
lithics of low significance and two historical houses of low significance.

Recommendations provided in the report include the following:

An archaeologist should be appointed to conduct test excavations and sampling of the archaeology in
areas where in situ gravel may be intersected by foundations, trenches and the access road. If
geotechnical work is done in time, the results of such work could inform the archaeological fieldwork.
This work should aim primarily to understand the distribution of archaeology on the landscape through
sampling many small areas, although if any dense archaeology is encountered it may be necessary to
expand excavations; and
If any fossils, archaeological material or human burials are uncovered during the course of
development then work in the immediate area should be halted. The find would need to be reported to
the heritage authorities and may require inspection by an archaeologist or palaeontologist. Such
heritage is the property of the State and may require excavation and curation in an approved
institution.

Final Comment

The following comments are made as a requirement in terms of section 3(4) of the NEMA Regulations and
section 38(8) of the NHRA in the format provided in section 38(4) of the NHRA and must be included in the
Final EIA and EMPr:

38(4)a – The SAHRA Archaeology, Palaeontology and Meteorites (APM) Unit has no objections to the
proposed development;
38(4)b – The recommendations of the specialists are supported and must be adhered to. Further
additional specific conditions are provided for the development as follows:
The conditions provided in the Final Comment for SAHRIS Case ID 12966 are valid and must be
adhered to (https://sahris.sahra.org.za/node/522889), with specific reference to the bufferzone around
the Vlermuisleegte;
Permits in terms of section 35(4) of the NHRA and Chapter II and IV of the NHRA Regulations must be
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applied for the recommended test excavations and sampling of the archaeological sites in areas where
in situ gravel with be intersected by foundations, cable trenches and/or access roads. This permit must
be applied for well in advance prior to construction;
38(4)c(i) – If any evidence of archaeological sites or remains (e.g. remnants of stone-made structures,
indigenous ceramics, bones, stone artefacts, ostrich eggshell fragments, charcoal and ash
concentrations), fossils or other categories of heritage resources are found during the proposed
development, SAHRA APM Unit (Natasha Higgitt/Phillip Hine 021 462 5402) must be alerted as per
section 35(3) of the NHRA. Non-compliance with section of the NHRA is an offense in terms of section
51(1)e of the NHRA and item 5 of the Schedule;
38(4)c(ii) – If unmarked human burials are uncovered, the SAHRA Burial Grounds and Graves (BGG)
Unit (Thingahangwi Tshivhase/Mimi Seetelo 012 320 8490), must be alerted immediately as per
section 36(6) of the NHRA. Non-compliance with section of the NHRA is an offense in terms of section
51(1)e of the NHRA and item 5 of the Schedule;
38(4)d – See above;
38(4)e – The following conditions apply with regards to the appointment of specialists:
With reference to the mitigation work noted above, a qualified archaeologist must be appointed to
undertake the work in terms of the permit applied for as noted above;
If heritage resources are uncovered during the course of the development, a professional archaeologist
or palaeontologist, depending on the nature of the finds, must be contracted as soon as possible to
inspect the heritage resource. If the newly discovered heritage resources prove to be of archaeological
or palaeontological significance, a Phase 2 rescue operation may be required subject to permits issued
by SAHRA;
The Final EIA and EMPr must be uploaded to the SAHRIS application for record purposes;
The decision regarding the EA Application must be communicated to SAHRA and uploaded to the
SAHRIS Case application.

Should you have any further queries, please contact the designated official using the case number quoted
above in the case header.

Yours faithfully
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________________________________________ 
Natasha Higgitt
Heritage Officer
South African Heritage Resources Agency

________________________________________ 
Phillip Hine
Manager: Archaeology, Palaeontology and Meteorites Unit
South African Heritage Resources Agency

ADMIN:
Direct URL to case: https://sahris.sahra.org.za/node/542131
(DEA, Ref: )

Terms & Conditions:

1. This approval does not exonerate the applicant from obtaining local authority approval or any other necessary approval for
proposed work.

2. If any heritage resources, including graves or human remains, are encountered they must be reported to SAHRA immediately.
3. SAHRA reserves the right to request additional information as required.
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Nicolene Venter

From: Jana de Jager

Sent: Monday, March 15, 2021 7:29 AM

To: Savannah Public Process; Magdalena Logan

Subject: RE: Request for details of the project and its listed activity

Good morning

From my conversation with Henry on Friday, he confirmed that DEFF will be the competent authority for the AEL
application. He also gave a friendly reminder to submit on the NAEIS by the end off March. I contacted Terri and she
indicated that this is on her schedule for this week.

Kind regards

Jana de Jager
Environmental Consultant

t: +27 (0)11 656 3237
f: +27 (0) 86 684 0547

e: jana@savannahsa.com

SAWEA Award for Leading Environmental Consultant on Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015

From: Savannah Public Process <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>
Sent: 15 March 2021 00:57
To: Magdalena Logan <m.logan@redrocket.energy>; Jana de Jager <Jana@savannahsa.com>
Subject: RE: Request for details of the project and its listed activity

Dear Maggie,

Henry called us on Friday and from the PP point of view, he acknowledged that the process we have followed with
the submission of the Report for comments from their Department was the correct process. It seems internally the
Report did not reached their Directorate. However, he also said that their comments will be submitted to National
as DEFF (national) will issue the EA and not the Provincial Department.

Jana, will you please provide feedback to Maggie regarding the conversation between you and Henry.

Kind regards,

Nicolene Venter
Public Participation & Social

Consultant

t: +27 (0)11 656 3237

f: +27 (0) 86 684 0547

e: nicolene@savannahsa.com

c: +27 (0) 83 377 9112

SAWEA Award for Leading Environmental Consultant on Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015
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From: Magdalena Logan <m.logan@redrocket.energy>
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 11:52 AM
To: Henry Mthembu <mbonkz@gmail.com>
Cc: David Khakhane <khakhane@gmail.com>; mlathat <MlathaT@yahoo.com>; CGoa <cgoa@ncpg.gov.za>;
Magdalena Logan <m.logan@redrocket.energy>; Savannah Public Process <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>
Subject: RE: Request for details of the project and its listed activity

Dear Henry,

Many thanks for the call and email below.

As discussed, the Hyperion Solar Hybrid Project is still undergoing the EIA Phase. This is to be submitted
to the DEFF for a decision in the next few week. The Draft EIA is currently out for Public Comment and this
commenting period concludes on Monday 15th March 2021.

The activities that are triggered in terms of Section 21, Air Quality Act 38 of 2004:
Section 21 Subcategory Listed Process Description:

1.5 Reciprocating engines

2.4 Storage and Handling of Petroleum Products

If you require any information pertaining to the public consultation, you may contact the person below:

Nicolene Venter
Email: publicprocess@savannahsa.com
PO Box 148, Sunninghill, 2157
Tel: 011 656 3237
Fax: 086 684 0547
Cell: 060 978 8396
www.savannahSA.com

Please do not hesitate to contact me directly should you have any queries on the project. We will keep the
DENC informed of the Project, should the project be constructed and become operational.

Kind regards,
Maggie

Magdalena Logan
Head of Environmental, Social & Governance

M: +27 (0)72 212 1531

T: +27 (0)21 418 3940

E: m.logan@redrocket.energy

Red Rocket South Africa (Pty) Ltd
14th floor, Pier Place, Heerengracht Street, Cape Town, 8001, SOUTH AFRICA - Map

From: Henry Mthembu <mbonkz@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, 09 March 2021 12:27
To: Magdalena Logan <m.logan@redrocket.energy>
Cc: David Khakhane <khakhane@gmail.com>; mlathat <MlathaT@yahoo.com>; CGoa <cgoa@ncpg.gov.za>
Subject: Request for details of the project and its listed activity

Good Day

I'm Henry Mthembu from the Northern Cape Department of Environment and Nature Conservation. We had a
telephone conversation earlier today with regards to Hyperion Solar Power, located close to Kathu. Could you kindly
provide us with the full details of the project as well as the listed activity it entails (in terms of Section 21, Air Quality
Act 39 of 2004). Please also state how far the project is in terms of development and EIA processes. We would highly
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appreciate it if we are kept in the loop, so as to ensure compliance with regards to the AEL processes. I thank you in
advance.

Kind regards

Henry Mthembu

Environmental Officer: Air Quality & Climate Change Management
Candidate GISc Technologist (CGP GISc1690)
Northern Cape Department of Agriculture, Land Reform, Rural Development, Environment and Conservation
90 Long Street
Albertynshof, Kimberley
8301
Tel: 053 807 7300/30
Fax: 053 807 7328
Fax 2 email: 086 538 3107

Cell: 083 7300 485

Nicolene Venter
Public Process

t: 011 656 3237

f: 086 684 0547

e: plublicprocess@savannahsa.com
c: +27 (0) 60 978 8396

SAWEA Award for Leading Environmental Consultant on Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015
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Interim Comment
In terms of Section 38(3), 38(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act (Act 25 of 1999)

Attention: Hyperion Solar Development (Pty) Ltd

Hyperion Solar Development (Pty) Ltd propsing the development of a hybrid generation facility
consisting of a dispatchable, dual fuel (liquid or gas) thermal generation plant that will work in
combination with the authorised Hyperion PV Solar Energy Facility (SEF) complex. The power
generated by the thermal facility and authorised Hyperion PV facility complex will connect via an
overhead 132kV power line to the existing Eskom Kalbas substation. The thermal generation plant will
include the following infrastructure

Savannah Environmental (Pty) Ltd has been appointed by Hyperion Solar Development (Pty) Ltd to conduct
an Environmental Authorisation (EA) Application for the proposed 75MW Thermal Dual Fuel Facility and
associated infrastructure for the authorised Hyperion 1 & 2 Solar OV facilities, near Kathu, Northern Cape
Province.

A draft Scoping Report (DSR) has been submitted in terms of the National Environmental Management Act,
1998 (NEMA) and the 2017 NEMA Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations. The proposed
infrastructure will include gas turbines or reciprocating engines, access roads, truck entrance and parking
facility, regasification plant and fuel preparation plant, dry cooling system, fuel off-loading facility, fuel storage
facility, water demineralisation plant, substation, cabling, operation and maintenance building, fencing,
warehouse and workshops covering an area of 5ha. The proposed Thermal Dual Fuel Facility will be located
within the authorised Hyperion PV Solar Energy Facility.

SAHRIS Case ID 12966 has reference (https://sahris.sahra.org.za/cases/hyperion-solar-development-2). In a
Final Comment issued on the 06/05/2019, SAHRA noted no objections to the proposed development and
provided specific conditions for the development.

ASHA Consulting (Pty) Ltd has been appointed to provide heritage specialist input as required by section
24(4)b(iii) of NEMA and section 38(8) of the National Heritage Resources Act, Act 25 of 1999 (NHRA).

Orton, J. 2020. Heritage Impact Assessment: Proposed Thermal Power Dual Fuel Generator on Farm
432/REM and Access Road on Farm 464/1, North of Kathu, Kuruman Magisterial District, Northern Cape. 
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It is noted that no physical survey was conducted as part of this HIA, however, the area where the proposed
facility is to be located was surveyed as part of the original EA application. No heritage resources were
previously identified within the proposed facility footprint.

Recommendations provided in the report include the following:

The subsurface palaeontological record can never be fully understood, and the EIA Phase report will
need to make recommendations for monitoring and/or mitigation to be carried out in advance of or
during construction work;
The EIA Phase report will need to make recommendations for mitigation to be carried out in advance of
construction work. This will likely entail monitoring of excavations and excavating column samples from
a few strategic locations. It should be noted that the potential does exist for a larger excavation to be
required if highly significant archaeological resources are discovered;
The EIA Phase report will need to make recommendations for mitigation or avoidance of graves visible
on the surface and indicate how to proceed in the event that a grave is discovered during excavation.

Interim Comment

The SAHRA Archaeological, Palaeontological and Meteorites (APM) requests that the EIA phase report HIA
must include a field-based survey be conducted for the proposed access road. The EIA phase HIA must
include a Palaeontological Desktop Study as the proposed development footprint is located within an area of
moderate sensitivity as per the SAHRIS PalaeoSensitivity map.

The draft EIA and appendices must be submitted in order for informed comments can be issued.

Further comments will be issued upon receipt of the above requested documents.

Should you have any further queries, please contact the designated official using the case number quoted
above in the case header.

Yours faithfully
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________________________________________ 
Natasha Higgitt
Heritage Officer
South African Heritage Resources Agency

________________________________________ 
Phillip Hine
Manager: Archaeology, Palaeontology and Meteorites Unit
South African Heritage Resources Agency

ADMIN:
Direct URL to case: http://www.sahra.org.za/node/542131
(DEA, Ref: )
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Savannah Public Process

From: Savannah Public Process

Sent: Tuesday, October 27, 2020 2:18 PM

To: Johannes Nematatani

Cc: Luzuko Nxantsiya; Ronald Baloyi

Subject: RE: HYPERION THERMAL POWER PROJECT: KMZ file

TrackingTracking: Recipient Delivery

Johannes Nematatani

Luzuko Nxantsiya

Ronald Baloyi Delivered: 10/27/2020 2:18 PM

Dear Mr Nematatani,

The affected properties on which the proposed development would be located, should and Environmental
Authorisation be granted are:

 Lyndoch 432, Remaining Extent;(proposed thermal facility) and

 Selsden 464, Portion 1 (proposed access road)

The Surveyor General 21 digit codes are:

C 0 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 3 2 0 0 0 0 0

C 0 4 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 6 4 0 0 0 0 1

1 2 3 4 5

The coordinates are as below:

Site Corner Co-ordinates

75 MW Thermal Power Dual
Fuel Site

Corner 1 Lat: 27°33'10.30"S
Long: 23° 3'49.45"E

Corner 2 Lat: 27°33'10.32"S
Long: 23° 3'57.71"E

Corner 3 Lat: 27°33'17.57"S
Long: 23° 3'57.67"E

Corner 4 Lat: 27°33'17.55"S
Long: 23° 3'49.45"E

Access Road Start Lat: 27°36'4.68"S
Long: 23°1'44.68"E

Middle Lat: 27°34'35.01"S
Long: 23° 2'20.04"E

End Lat: 27°33'8.80"S
Long: 23° 3'48.34"E

Please do not hesitate to contact our Offices should your Department require any additional information.

Kind regards,

From: Johannes Nematatani <Johannes.Nematatani@dmre.gov.za>
Sent: Tuesday, October 27, 2020 10:26 AM
To: Savannah Public Process <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>
Cc: Luzuko Nxantsiya <Luzuko.Nxantsiya@dmre.gov.za>; Ronald Baloyi <Ronald@savannahsa.com>
Subject: RE: HYPERION THERMAL POWER PROJECT: KMZ file
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Good day

Please kindly note that we can not be able to open the file you sent on the attachment. Please send to us the list of
property descriptions (farm names and numbers including portions where applicable).

From: Savannah Public Process [mailto:publicprocess@savannahsa.com]
Sent: Tuesday, 20 October 2020 12:00 PM
To: Johannes Nematatani <Johannes.Nematatani@dmre.gov.za>
Cc: Luzuko Nxantsiya <Luzuko.Nxantsiya@dmre.gov.za>; Ronald Baloyi <Ronald@savannahsa.com>
Subject: HYPERION THERMAL POWER PROJECT: KMZ file

Dear Messrs Nematatani & Nxantsiya,

As requested, please find attached the .KMZ file.

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require any additional information.

Kind regards,

From: Johannes Nematatani <Johannes.Nematatani@dmre.gov.za>
Sent: Monday, October 19, 2020 11:49 AM
To: Savannah Public Process <publicprocess@savannahsa.com>
Cc: Luzuko Nxantsiya <Luzuko.Nxantsiya@dmre.gov.za>
Subject: FW: HYPERION THERMAL POWER PROJECT: Notification of commencement of EIA Process

Good day

Please kindly provide coordinates of where the project is proposed to Mr Luzuko Nxantsiya and myself.

Johannes Nematatani

Mineral Regulation
Tel : 053 807 1763
Email : Johannes.Nematatani@dmre.gov.za
Website :

From: Public Process [mailto:publicprocess@savannahsa.com]
Sent: Tuesday, 13 October 2020 5:56 PM
To: Ntsikelelo Kika <Ntsikelelo.Kika@dmre.gov.za>
Subject: HYPERION THERMAL POWER PROJECT: Notification of commencement of EIA Process
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DEVELOPMENT OF A THERMAL POWER DUAL FUEL FACILITY TO FORM PART OF A HYBRID
GENERATION FACILITY TOGETHER WITH THE AUTHORISED HYPERION 1 & 2 SOLAR PV

ENERGY FACILITIES, NEAR KATHU, NORTHERN CAPE PROVINCE

Dear Interested and Affected Parties,

Hyperion Solar Development (Pty) Ltd is proposing the development of a hybrid generation
facility consisting of a dispatchable, dual fuel (liquid or gas) thermal generation plant that will
work in combination with the authorised Hyperion 1 & 2 Solar PV Energy Facilities.

The hybrid thermal power facility, access road, and associated grid connection infrastructure are
located approximately 15km north of Kathu within in the Gamagara Local Municipality which
falls within jurisdiction of the John Taolo Gaetsewe District Municipality, Northern Cape
Province. The power generated by the Hyperion hybrid generation facility will feed into the
national electricity grid via an overhead 132kV power line to the existing Eskom Kalbas
substation located to the south-west of the hybrid generation facility site.

Please find attached the following documents which will provide you with additional information
regarding these projects:

 Environmental Impact Assessment and Public Participation Process notification letter;
 Background Information Document; and
 Registration and Comment Form.

Please do not hesitate to contact us should you require additional information and/or
clarification regarding the projects. Our team welcomes your participation and look forward to
your involvement throughout this process.

Kind regards,

Nicolene Venter
Public Process

t: 011 656 3237

f: 086 684 0547

e: publicprocess@savannahsa.com
c: +27 (0) 60 978 8396

SAWEA Award for Leading Environmental Consultant on Wind Projects in 2013 & 2015


