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COMMENTS RECEIVED: EIA PHASE

No. Issue Issue Raised

By

Response

KEY SCOPING PHASE ISSUES CONSIDERED WITHIN THE EIAR

1. I would herewith like to register as IAP for the below listed

project.

At this stage SANRAL would require to conduct a traffic

impact assessment (N14/R31 intersection) and make the

recommendations of that study available. The

development is rather big in size and we definitely have

to look at the access.

Nicole

Abrahams

Environmental

Control

South African

National Roads

Agency Limited

(SANRAL)

Email:

15-06-2016

Nicole Abrahams was registered as an I&AP on the project

database.

A traffic assessment has been undertaken as part of the EIA

phase of the Metals Industrial Cluster and is included as Appendix

G of the EIA report. The traffic assessment considered the

N14/R31 intersection and the N14/Cluster Access Road

intersection. The assessment and recommendations to alleviate

traffic pressure at the key intersections is included in Chapter 6

of the EIAr, as well as the EMPr (Appendix I).

SANRAL have been notified of the review period of the EIA report

which includes the traffic assessment.

2. Please note a correction to my initial request. It should

read that the developer or applicant should please

conduct a Traffic Impact Assessment. The report should

then be shared with SANRAL.

Nicole

Abrahams

Environmental

Control

South African

National Roads

Agency Limited

(SANRAL)

Email:

15-06-2016
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3. The final scoping report for environmental impact

assessment which was submitted by you in respect of the

above mentioned application and received by the

Department on 23 May 2016 has been accepted by the

Department. You may accordingly proceed with

undertaking the Environmental Impact Assessment in

accordance with the tasks that are outlined in the plan of

study for environmental impact assessment. However:

1) Please address concerns raised by the representative

of El Dorado Hotel.

2) As part of need and desirability please look into the

feasibility of the project, bearing in mind that there is

a current industrial area within the same location that

is under-utilized.

Please draw the applicant attention to the fact that the

activity may not commence prior to an environmental

authorization being granted by the Department.

Ordain Riba

Environmental

Officer: Impact

Management

Northern Cape

Department of

Environment

and Nature

Conservation

Letter:

21-06-2016

1) A meeting was held with representatives from the El Dorado

Hotel, Ga-Segonyana Local Municipality, Northern Cape

Department of Economic Development and Tourism and

Savannah Environmental on 16 August 2016 to provide

Cornie de Jager with an opportunity to reiterate her issues

and concerns regarding the project and to determine a way

forward in considering the concerns raised through the EIA

process (refer to Appendix C7 of the EIAr for the minutes of

this meeting). Following presentations made by the

applicant regarding the project’s concept, need and

desirability of the site selected for the development, the El

Dorado Hotel expressed their support for the development on

condition that no heavy industries be constructed directly

adjacent to the boundary of the hotel. It was noted that

Phase 1 of the Cluster will be constructed in closest proximity

to the Hotel and will include infrastructure such as office

buildings, parking areas, storage facilities, a skills-

development centre and light industries. The El Dorado Hotel

stated that it supports the concept of developing an

organised business environment and will consider

collaborating with the Cluster in future.

2) A letter dated 22 August 2016 confirming that the existing

industrial area is optimally utilised and over-subscribed was

received from the Ga-Segonyana Local Municipality (refer to

Appendix B and Appendix C6). The Municipality has indicated

that the existing industrial area cannot be extended due to

its location on Kuruman’s Urban Edge as defined in the

current Spatial Development Framework. Further, the

Municipality has confirmed that the proposed location of the

Metals Cluster on Erf 6253, Kuruman presents an opportunity

for the Municipality to attract investment in to the town and

bolster employment opportunities.
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POTENTIAL IMPACTS TO ADJACENT LANDOWNERS

4. A technical college is planned to be developed adjacent

to the El Dorado Hotel (to the west) and the proposed

Metals Industrial Cluster (to the north) by Assmang Ltd.

The Municipality has informed Assmang of the proposed

Metals Industrial Cluster and they have not raised any

objections against the development.

Eddie Ntefang

Municipal

Manager

Ga-Segonyana

Local

Municipality

Meeting:

16-08-2016

Assmang – Black Rock Mine Operations (Assmang), represented

by the Environmental Manager, Bonolo Lekwa, was notified of the

EIA process and availability of the Scoping Report via email

correspondence on 01 April 2016 (refer to Appendix C5 of the

Final Scoping Report).

A follow-up email, once again inviting Assmang to register as

I&APs and provide comment on the EIA process was sent to

Pierre Becker, Director of Assmang, on 17 August 2016 (refer to

Appendix C5 of the EIA report). No response has been received

to date.

5. There is an existing industrial area in Kuruman which has

not been used to its full potential. Why can’t this project

be developed in the existing industrial area in Kuruman?

Baganne

Choche

Town Planner

Ga-Segonyana

Local

Municipality

Meeting:

16-08-2016

In a letter dated 22 August 2016, the Ga-Segonyana Local

Municipality confirmed that the existing industrial area is well

utilized and fully subscribed (refer to Appendix B and Appendix

C6 of the EIA report). The existing industrial area does not have

the capacity to accommodate the Metals Industrial Cluster and

does not provide for future expansion because it is located on the

boundary of the urban edge.

6. Savannah Environmental are requested to provide clarity

on the noise thresholds, as per the existing legislation, in

terms of light, medium and heavy industrial

developments specifically relating to the distance of other

developments, in the surrounding areas. This is required

to determine the preferred locations of light, medium and

heavy industries within the Cluster relative to the El

Dorado Hotel. Clarity must also be provided in terms of

the extent of the nuisance impacts in this regard.

The noise thresholds within an urban edge may not exceed 45

decibels. Therefore any development or entity locating within

the Metals Industrial Cluster may not create noise over the 45

decibel threshold.
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7. This development will cause an increase in noise, dust

and traffic during the construction and operation phases

of the project. There will also be a lot of light at night.

One of the main reasons why guests come here is

because it is quiet and safe.

Cornie de

Jager

Director

(Adjacent

Landowner)

El Dorado

Hotel

Meeting:

16-08-2016

The EIA Report and Environmental Management Programme

(EMPr) assesses nuisance impacts and recommends the

appropriate mitigation and management measures (refer to

Objective 8).

A traffic assessment is included as Appendix G in the EIA report

which considers the potential for impact on pressure on existing

intersections.

Nuisance impacts of the development will be limited once

construction is complete. It is unlikely that the types of industries

or businesses which would be located within Phase 1 of the

Cluster would cause an increase in dust and noise as these will

mainly be small-scale developments.

The development of a new secondary road is planned in the long-

term. The planned road will come-off of the N14 and be

constructed south of the Cluster and existing industrial area and

will provide access to both developments. Ultimately truck traffic

will be alleviated through the construction of this secondary road.

The plans for this road are included in the current Spatial

Development Framework (SDF).

8. The cluster could have a negative visual impact on the

area’s sense of place which will negatively impact the

Hotel.

Visual impacts can be managed through the implementation of

appropriate mitigation measures such as screening by building a

wall or planting trees. The EMPr includes mitigation measures

for visual impacts. These mitigation measures are included in

Objective 15.

9. What type of industries are going to be located in the

industrial park?

The Metals Industrial Cluster is planned to be a semi-industrial

and industrial park that will include a variety of businesses and

enterprises relating predominantly to the industrial sector (but

also including entities from other supporting sectors such as IT

and retail), with varying function and nature of production (i.e.

ranging from light to heavy industry).
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10. Please define light to medium industries? What types of

enterprises does this include?

Light to medium industry in terms of the Municipality’s scheme

regulation comprise enterprises where no on-site manufacturing

of goods, materials or equipment takes place, e.g. bulk retailers.

Medium industries include businesses that undertake minor

repair works and mechanics, but not manufacturing. It is unlikely

that heavy industries will be included in the Cluster in the next

10 – 15 years based on the Municipality’s SME and SMME

database as the demand is low.

11. The type of industries that will be developed in this cluster

will have an influence on us. What is planned to be

developed in Phase 1.

I accept the proposal to locate light industry operations

near to the El Dorado Hotel. I will however, object to

heavy industries being located directly next to the Hotel.

Phase 1 will include light industry SMMEs and SMEs which provide

services to the mines. Phase 1 is planned to be developed over

a 2-year period. Infrastructure will include office buildings,

parking areas, warehouses and storage facilities and a skills-

development center.

12. Industrial parks are not usually very attractive which

would have a negative impact on the hotel.

I support the concept of developing an organised

business environment and will consider collaborating with

the Cluster in future.

The Metals Industrial Cluster will be developed in an organised

manner that will be driven by a Cluster Management Company

(CMC) which will be responsible for managing and operating the

Cluster. The CMC will focus on marketing the Cluster,

establishing, maintaining and operating shared cluster

infrastructure, facilities and services, and play a role in

establishing, maintaining and extending institutional and

knowledge linkages. The Cluster will be paved, landscaped and

secured. The aim is to create a neat business park environment

that would be attractive and well organised.

13. The Metals Industrial Cluster can either have a negative

or positive impact on the El Dorado Hotel. I can see the

Cluster being a benefit for us so that people can use the

accommodation here instead of in town.

It is noted that the El Dorado Hotel has a vision for being able to

offer accommodation and services to the Cluster. The

Department of Economic Development and Tourism is mandated

to expand and support business because it has the potential to

employ more people. The Department would rather create an

environment where people can grow and where business will

grow which will ultimately result in the growth of the town. The

Department would really want to work towards collaborating with

the El Dorado Hotel and ensure that the Cluster is a positive

development for Kuruman.
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14. We support this development as long as the enterprises

located adjacent to the Hotel are not noisy and messy.

Personally I support any development in Kuruman as long

as it undertaken sustainably and the concerns of affected

parties are considered and addressed.

It is noted that the El Dorado Hotel’s perspective regarding the

planned development is positive, and has a vision for being able

to offer accommodation and services to the Cluster. The

Northern Cape Department of Economic Development and

Tourism has acknowledged the Hotel’s concerns and aims to

collaborate with the Hotel in future.



PROPOSED METALS INDUSTRIAL CLUSTER NEAR KURUMAN, NORTHERN CAPE PROVINCE
Environmental Impact Assessment Report November 2016

Comments & Responses Report 8

COMMENTS RECEIVED: SCOPING PHASE

No. Issue Issue Raised

By

Response

KEY ISSUES RAISED BY THE NORTHERN CAPE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TOURSIM & GA-SEGONYANA LOCAL

MUNICIPALITY

15. Big firms will be included in the cluster which will be

considered as highly industrial with medium industrial

works included in the mix. This however depends on

which firms will be locating in the cluster.

Yanda

Gqabaza

Senior

Manager:

Sector

Development

Northern Cape

Department of

Economic

Development

and Tourism

and

Edward

Ntefang

Municipal

Manager

Ga-Segonyana

Local

Municipality

Meeting:

11-12-2015

It is noted that the cluster is planned to be a medium-high

industrial development.

16. The first phase will include an office block, a training

centre and an incubation centre. Approximately 4-5

companies will be established in this phase, and one of

these companies must be of a large nature. We are in

contact with a few industries regarding the cluster and

the companies interested in the cluster will be located

there. We cannot specify that the cluster will start with

steel, it will depend on which companies are interested

and willing to locate in the cluster.

It is noted that the proposed development will include an office

block, a training centre as well as an incubation centre. The

incubation centre comprises workbenches, software development

stations, design automation stations, prototyping benches, test

equipment and integration bench. Further, it is understood that

the applicant cannot confirm what type of industrial operations

will take place within the proposed industrial cluster

development. The type of tenants which will be located within

the cluster development is not known at this time. This type

information is not required for this EIA process as the primary

reason for undertaking the EIA relates to the change in land-use

of the site as well as the clearance of vegetation for site

establishment as required in terms of the EIA Regulations, 2014.

17. The need for the project is driven by Government’s

Industrial Development Strategy which focuses on the

development of industrial manufacturing sectors. Other

industrial clusters are also planned to be developed in

other industries such as clothing and textile. The main

reason behind such developments is the promotion of

manufacturing in the Northern Cape Province. Many

industries will benefit from such a development as it will

address manufacturing and skills development and

include an incubation center for SMME’s. Other related

industries will also find space to locate there which might

not be involved in steel manufacturing i.e. IT companies.

The cluster also falls under the manufacturing strategy

of the Province.

It is noted that South Africa’s the Industrial Development

Strategy is a key driving factor for this development, focussing

on the development of industrial manufacturing industries in the

Northern Cape. The development will have positive socio-

economic impacts namely, the promotion of skills and SMME

development within the region.
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No. Issue Issue Raised

By

Response

18. The specific site is desirable because it is easily

accessible through the use of the national road, N14,

located to the north and the existing secondary road

located to the west of the site. The N14 is a link between

Kuruman and other towns including Pretoria, Cape Town

and Windhoek.

Comment noted, SANRAL has been registered as a commenting

authority in this regard.

19. Currently the site is open land and there are no residents

currently residing there. The grazing activities are not

controlled and of an informal nature.

It is noted that the proposed site is currently used for informal

grazing. The site is an open space with no formal land-use. The

location of the site falls within the urban edge, and in close

proximity to already-established facilities and industrial areas,

this has led to the development of the Cluster across the full

extent of Portion 6253 of Erf 1 being considered as in-fill

development. The site is owned by the Ga-Segonyana Local

Municipality, and as such is earmarked for development in the

short-term.

20. We have not engaged with the Kuruman Country Club

and the El Dorado Hotel. Nor have we notified them of

the proposed development, however we have been

advertising the project in newspapers providing

information on the project background. It should not be

assumed that the affected parties have seen the

advertisements.

The public participation process as part of the Scoping and EIA

process aims to identify and notify interested and affected parties

of the planned development, and invite participation and

comment. Both the El Dorado Hotel and the Kuruman Country

Club (amongst other neighbouring land users and owners) have

been identified and added to the project database. A copy of the

background information document and process notification letter

have been sent to the project database in March 2016.

21. A technical college will be built by Black Rock Mining

Operations to the north of the site, which will be located

directly adjacent to the northern boundary of the

proposed development. The town planner will be able

to assist.

Black Rock Mining Operations has been registered as an adjacent

landowner on the project’s database. A background information

document and process notification letter was emailed to Black

Rock Mining Operations in March 2016.

22. The Camel Thorn tree stands out in the Kalahari and for

me, and it is also a national tree. If it is possible, please

preserve all the old trees.

Cllr Floris

Petrus

Byleveld

Ward

Councillor –

Ward 1

Comment noted. An ecological impact assessment will be

undertaken in the EIA Phase of the project to determine the

impacts of development on these species. Appropriate mitigation

measures will be recommended in the EIA Report.

23. We welcome all the developments. A lot of trucks per

day came into Kuruman when the mines started. To

The South African National Roads Agency Limited (SANRAL) has

requested a Traffic Impact Assessment (TIA) for the
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No. Issue Issue Raised

By

Response

preserve the roads in the town, the authorities

constructed bypass routes. The roads in the town itself

are not able to support all the trucks coming in.

Ga-Segonyana

Local

Municipality

Meeting:

26-04-2016

development. The TIA will be included in the EIA Report. Traffic

impacts will also be considered in the Social Impact Assessment

(SIA) which will form part of the EIA Report.

24. If the project is constructed, please use low skilled

workers from our area, as well as security companies.

Comment noted, the development of the Cluster will include

employment of local people as it is a government initiative.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PROCESS AND I&AP REGISTRATIONS

25. Am requesting the database forms to register my

company as I saw the advert at Ga-Segonya Local

Municipality notice board.

Charity

Mokubung

Community

Member

Interested and

Affected

Parties

Email:

23-03-2016

A project notification letter and background information

document was emailed to Charity Mokubung on 23 March 2016.

Ms Mokubung was informed that Savannah Environmental is

currently undertaking an Environmental Impact Assessment

(EIA) process in order to obtain environmental authorisation for

the project. The project will only be constructed once

environmental authorisation is received. Ms Mokubung was

invited to register as an Interested and Affected Party (I&AP) to

receive more information on the project in future. The

registration process for work opportunities will be announced by

the project developer at a later time.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS RECEIVED FROM ORGANS OF STATE DEPARTMENTS

26. We acknowledge receipt of your application for

Wayleave in Kuruman. Our reference number is

CKMN0136-16 for further enquiries in this regard.

Ben Roestof

Telkom

(Mvelaphanda

Trading)

Email:

30-03-2016

Acknowledgment noted, no response required.

ISSUES RAISED BY ADJACENT LANDOWNERS

27. Where will the water for the project come from? There

isn’t enough water in the area to support the

development, especially for industry as it requires a lot

of water.

Mr PJ Buckle

Adjacent

Landowner

Kuruman

Country Club

The developer is investigating sourcing water from the

Municipality.
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No. Issue Issue Raised

By

Response

We have two boreholes. There is a pipeline from the

main reservoir but there isn’t enough water. Meeting:

26-04-2016

28. Who are the investors/developers for the project? Mark Bremner

Adjacent

Landowner

Kuruman

Country Club

Meeting:

26-04-2016

The project developer is the Northern Cape Department of

Economic Development and Tourism.

29. There are a few camel thorn trees in the area. Comment noted. An ecological impact assessment will be

undertaken in the EIA Phase of the project to determine the

impacts of development on these species. Appropriate mitigation

measures will be recommended in the EIA Report.

30. Noise and dust are the only issues. A lot of farmers use

the secondary road and if this road is used to access the

site during construction and operation then the road will

also need maintenance. From the country clubs’ side,

we have no issues with the development as it brings in

employment opportunities and might also attract more

people to the golf course.

Each entity which would be established within the Cluster will be

required to undertake the required legislated permitting and

authorisation processes. Therefore, each development would

need to undertake their own noise impact assessments if

necessary. The appropriate dust suppression measures will be

included in the Environmental Management Programme (EMPr).

It is noted that the country club has no objection to the project.

31. We believe that the project will have a positive impact

on Kuruman and the surrounding area. What might be

an issue is all the asbestos next to the road and the golf

course. And this road wasn’t built to support all the

traffic that will come into the area.

John Henry

Ensllin

Adjacent

Landower

Kuruman

Country Club

Meeting:

26-04-2016

It is noted that the country club has no objection to the project.

32. There is an already existing industrial area which has

not been used to its full potential. More than half of the

industrial area has not been used. It does not make

sense to build a new industrial area next to a hotel and

golf course. There will be a lot of noise, trucks and dust,

especially during construction. There will also be a lot

of lights at night. One of the main reasons guests come

here is because it is quite and safe. I do not approve this

Cornie de

Jager

Interested &

Affected Party

El Dorado

Hotel

Comments noted. The location of the development is based

suitable characteristics of the area including the availability of the

land and ease of access to the site. Each entity which would be

established within the Cluster will be required to undertake the

required legislated permitting and authorisation processes.

Therefore, each development would need to undertake their own

impact assessments (i.e. noise and visual) if necessary and
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No. Issue Issue Raised

By

Response

project. It will also have a visual impact. It does not

make sense to have two industrial areas on opposite

sides of Kuruman. If they buy the hotel, they can do

whatever they want.

Meeting:

26-04-2017

implement the appropriate mitigation measures to manage the

impact.

33. Why are they not developing in the existing industrial

area in Kuruman?

This site was chosen because it is owned by the Municipality and

it is available for the development. The site is appropriate for the

Industrial Cluster as it has sufficient space suitable accessibility

to the N14.

34. The soil and geology on this (south-western side) of

Kuruman is also a big issue. There was an instance

where a development was never completed due to soil

and geological issues. That is why there isn’t large

developments on this side of Kuruman. We had the

same issue when we wanted to develop.

Comment noted, the developer will undertake the appropriate

geotechnical studies prior to the commencement of construction.


