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PLATREEF RESOURCES TSHAMAHANSI PUBLIC MEETING - MINUTES 

FOR 

ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATIONS FOR THE PROPOSED PLATREEF UNDERGROUND 

MINE PROJECT, NEAR MOKOPANE IN THE LIMPOPO PROVINCE 

  

Project No: PLA1677 

Date: 17 November 2013 

1 PRESENT:  

Community members from Tshamahansi were represented at the meeting.  The general public 

were also free to attend this meeting. Attendance registers are attached to these minutes 

(Appendix A). 

Table 1: Project Team  

John Dombo  
Platreef  Government and Community Liaison Manager  

Charles Phahlane Platreef Communications & Public Affairs Manager 

Steve Horak  Digby Wells  Public Participation 

Evidence Simango   Digby Wells  Minute Taker  

Moses Mathebula  Golder & Associates Translations  

2 MEETING PROCEDURE   

2.1 Welcome and Introductions  

10:10 – 10:18  John Dombo  

Everyone was welcomed and thanked for the opportunity provided. The project team was 

introduced and it was highlighted that Digby Wells will be presenting the Environmental and Social 

Impact Assessment (ESIA) process as the appointed independent Environmental Assessment 

Practitioner (EAP).  

2.2 Meeting Presentation  

10:19 – 11:20   Steve Horak, – Digby Wells (Presenter) 

11:20 – 12:30   KJ Baloyi, District Municipality Councillor (Facilitator) 

    Moses Mathebula Golder Associates (Translations) 

mailto:info@digbywells.com
http://www.digbywells.com/
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The presentation that was used during the meeting is attached as (Appendix B).  

3 COMMENTS RAISED  

Comments raised by stakeholders during the meeting and responses provided are included as part 

of Table 2.  
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Table 2: Stakeholder Comments  

NAME AND 

SURNAME  

VILLAGE/ORGANISATION  COMMENT RESPONSE  

Mr Jack Mahlase Tshamahansi How far is Platreef with their skills 

development programme implementation? 

Platreef is busy looking for tutors who will work 

at the skills centre which is to be developed. 

Letters were sent out to communities 

requesting for people who are interested in 

getting bursaries to study mining related 

courses. 

Platreef is in the process of giving out 

scholarships to primary school pupils as from 

next year. 
Mr Jerry Chabalala Tshamahansi How does Platreef hire their security 

companies, because there are so many 

registered security companies in the 

community which are not getting contracts 

with Patreef? 

Platreef advises people to think of other 

business opportunities other than security 

companies, because not all security companies 

will be contracted.  

Mr Jerry Chabalala Tshamahansi Does Platreef only employ people with 

mathematics?  What will happen to those who 

do not have mathematics? 

Maths and Science are subjects which are 

required by most jobs and not only in mining. 

Platreef will have jobs which require maths and 

some which will not require maths, people will 

be hired according to meeting the minimum 

requirements of each specific job. 

Mr Percy Mtileni Tshamahansi  It was mentioned that the platinum found in 

Tshamahansi was of the best quality and that 

it would only be mined open pit and not 

underground, the community requests that it 

be updated in this regard. 

It was decided by Platreef after several studies 

that have been conducted that the mine will 

only be an underground mine as the findings of 

the studies indicated that the impacts from 

underground mining will be much less 

compared to open cast mining. 

Mr Percy Mtileni Tshamahansi  What is happening at the farm which belongs 

to the former Anooraq now Atlatsa 

companies? Why are the Platreef drilling 

machines working there? 

Platreef has an agreement with Atlatsa to do 

exploration drilling on the Rietfontein farm. 

Mr RS Manganyi Tshamahansi While Steve was presenting he mentioned 

how the business will benefit but he did not 

say anything about how the community will 

The people are given priority in everything that 

Platreef does; business people were informed 

to register themselves at the procurement office 
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NAME AND 

SURNAME  

VILLAGE/ORGANISATION  COMMENT RESPONSE  

benefit. How will the community benefit? and the communities will benefit from the jobs 

which will be provided.  

Mr RS Manganyi Tshamahansi The community needs Platreef to commit to 

their promises and deliver on what they say 

they will do. 

Platreef meets their commitments; they are for 

example in a process of improving the Ben 

Hlugwani school.  

Mr RS Manganyi Tshamahansi Platreef should slow down and give the 

community a chance to discuss things with 

their lawyers and geologists about the project 

Platreef has a schedule and time line that it 

needs to follow as all the consultations and 

exploration needs to be within the time frame 

set by the government. 

Mr RS Manganyi Tshamahansi Will there be diseases caused by the mine, 

like what happened at the asbestos mines in 

Kimberly?  

The air quality study indicates that there will be 

minor dust impacts after mitigation measures. 

Underground platinum mining also does not 

cause asbestosis.  

Ms Winnie Baloyi Tshamahansi During the presentation it was mentioned that 

during the construction phase people will be 

employed, where should people go to get 

employed? 

The information will be available at the 

community liaison offices and people will be 

informed. 

Mr Kenneth Ribisi Tshamahansi What happened to the drilling in 

Tshamahansi? The people want to drill 

boreholes at their homes, how do they know 

that the underground water is not polluted 

from the exploration drilling? 

The shaft will be sealed off; monitoring has 

been implemented to detect any changes to 

water quality that might occur as a result of 

mining. There should be no pollution of 

underground water.  

Mr Kenneth Ribisi Tshamahansi What will happen to plants and animals that 

are in the mining area? 

The mining area will be fenced off and where 

the mining infrastructure will go the plants and 

animals will be removed, the areas where the 

infrastructure will not be will be protected by the 

fence.  

Ms Welminah Ngoveni Tshamahansi What will happen to the affected graves? Heritage specialists are trained and know what 

to do in this regard, first the specialist go to site 

and search for graves that might be affected 

the graves are identified and marked. The 

families are then consulted and the necessary 

steps and rituals are undertaken before the 

graves are relocated.   
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NAME AND 

SURNAME  

VILLAGE/ORGANISATION  COMMENT RESPONSE  

Mr Maluleke Tshamahansi Where will the waste rock be stored? It will be placed on the mine boundary and will 

be used as a noise berm. There will also be a 

waste rock dump within the mining area.  

Mr Maluleke Tshamahansi What will happen to boreholes which are 

drilled deeper than 60m if the protection of 

ground water in the shaft is provided for 

between 25 -60m of the shaft area? 

The water table in the area is between 20 -50 

m deep therefore boreholes drilled deeper than 

60m should not be affected. 

 










































































































