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PLATREEF RESOURCES MOKOPANE TOWN PUBLIC MEETING - MEETING MINUTES 

FOR 

ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATIONS FOR THE PROPOSED PLATREEF UNDERGROUND 

MINE PROJECT, NEAR MOKOPANE IN THE LIMPOPO PROVINCE 

  

Project No: PLA1677 

Date: 20 November 2013 

1 PRESENT:  

The Mokopane Town public were represented at this meeting. Attendance registers are attached to 

these minutes (Appendix A) 

Table 1: Project Team  

Jacob Motswaledi 
Platreef General Manger Sustainability 

Charles Phahlane Platreef Communications & Public Affairs Manager 

Barbara Wessels Digby Wells  Project Manager 

Steve Horak Digby Wells Public Participation 

Qondile Monareng Digby Wells Public Participation 

Evidence Simango   Digby Wells  Minute Taker  

Zanda Jakavula Digby Wells Minute Taker 

Reinhardt Weidemann  Golder Associates Africa  Groundwater Specialist 

Erika du Plessis Golder Associates Africa  Public Participation 

Praticia Makhesha  Barnstone  Stakeholder Engagement  

Werner Botha Barnstone  Stakeholder Engagement Alignment  

Thys de Beer DRA Lead Project Engineer 

2 MEETING PROCEDURE   

2.1 Welcome and Introductions  

14:20 – 14:30  Steve Horak 

Everyone was welcomed and thanked for the opportunity provided. The project team was 

introduced and it was highlighted that Digby Wells will be presenting the Environmental and Social 
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Impact Assessment (ESIA) process as the appointed independent Environmental Assessment 

Practitioner (EAP).  

2.2 Meeting Presentation  

14:30 – 15:30   Steve Horak – Digby Wells (Presenter) 

15:30 – 17:00   Qondile Monareng – Digby Wells (Facilitator) 

    Qondile Monareng – Digby Wells (Translator) 

See Appendix B for the presentation that was used during the meeting.  

3 COMMENTS RAISED  

Comments raised by stakeholders during the meeting and responses provided are included in 

Table 2.  
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Table 2: Stakeholder Comments  

NAME AND SURNAME  VILLAGE/ORGANISATION  COMMENT RESPONSE  

Mr Ken Goelst Keus Trust How will the power supply to 

Mokopane town be affected in terms 

of load shedding? 

During the construction phase the 5MVA 

rural power line from the Mokopane 

substation will be used for power supply. It 

will be used for approximately 2 years until 

the proposed 75 MVA power line from the 

Medupi power station has been 

constructed. 

During the operational phase the 75MVA 

dedicated power line from the Medupi 

power station will be used to supply power 

to the mine. The proposed mine will 

therefore have no impact on the local 

power usage. 

Mr Ken Goelst Keus Trust How will the community be affected by 

blasting activities? 

The proposed Platreef mine will be an 

underground mine at a depth of 800 – 

1 000m. Blasting could have an impact 

during the sinking of the shaft up to a depth 

of 150m. After that, blasting will not be felt 

or have an impact on the surface 

infrastructure. 
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Mr Ken Goelst Keus Trust How will the water table be affected 

by the mining activities? 

The mine shaft will be sealed off from 

underground water so the mining activities 

should have no impact on underground 

water.  

Mr Ken Goelst Keus Trust How will groundwater quality be 

affected by the mining activities? 

As above there should be no impact on 

ground water.  

Ms Mokgatla Mzombane How will graves be affected by the 

mining activities if the mine is 800 – 

1 000m deep? 

 

Even though the mine is underground there 

will still be infrastructure on the surface and 

that is why graves will have to be moved. 

The underground mining will not impact on 

the graves. 

Ms Mokgatla Mzombane The impact of dust is a concern. I am 

asthmatic and the mine will affect my 

health. 

Control measures are in place to mitigate 

dust, roads will be paved and dust 

suppression will take place. 

Ms Mokgatla Mzombane The roads are already congested and 

now Platreef wants to add more 

vehicles, this will increase the amount 

of accidents which is a major concern. 

Traffic control measures will be 

implemented and it is being investigated if 

alternative routes can be used.  

Ms Mokgatla Mzombane Thank you for the plans on Skills 

Development, this will have a positive 

impact on the community. Will training 

only be related to mining or will there 

be other opportunities? When these 

skills have been acquired will Platreef 

employ the people they have trained? 

The training will be mining specific but the 

skills learned such as welding can be used 

outside of mining.  The idea of training 

people will be so that these people can be 

employed on the mine.  
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Ms Mokgatla Mzombane Platreef should not have a minimum 

requirement of grade 12 because 

some people with lower education 

may be more capable to do the work 

than more educated people.  

Thank you, your comment is noted. 

Mr Percy Motileng MCO Chairperson Platreef should consult with 

government for road extension before 

mining starts as there are already too 

many accidents on the road.  

Engagements with SANRAL (N11) are 

taking place to ensure that there are safe 

and proper off ramps for the mine. Platreef 

is investigating the upgrade the Turfspruit 

road to reduce traffic through the 

communities. 

Mr Percy Motileng MCO Chairperson Mining is always associated with dust 

and this will have a negative impact 

on the community. 

Comment noted. 

Mr Philemon Lamola Mahwelereng Grazing and agricultural fields are 

very important to the communities.  

Comment noted. 

Mr Philemon Lamola Mahwelereng People do not understand what a 

lease agreement is, lawyers should 

assist communities when signing 

lease agreements.  

The Department of Rural Development will 

be handling the lease agreements, They 

have requested that they be notified after 

prospecting so that consultation with the 

affected parties commences. 

Ms Hilary Knight Chamber of Business Who is the BEE partner? This has not been determined yet.  

Ms Hilary Knight Chamber of Business Which baseline studies have been 

done in the area by specialists? 

The baseline studies have been 

undertaken as per the EIA.  
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Ms Hilary Knight Chamber of Business Please send details regarding zero 

discharge of water. 

This information is included in the EIA.  

Ms Hilary Knight Chamber of Business How tall will infrastructure be and how 

much light will there be at night? 

 

Ms Hilary Knight Chamber of Business How will the mine assist the 

municipality in upgrading the 

infrastructure to accommodate the 

additional industrial use that it has not 

been designed to carry? 

Platreef is in contact with the municipality 

to prepare the municipality for the 

additional industrial use.  

Ms Hilary Knight Chamber of Business What are the plans for skills 

development? (Schools/varsity) Will 

these skills be put to use at the mine? 

The Social and Labour Plan includes skills 

development as well as bursaries for 

school and varsity students.  

Ms Hilary Knight Chamber of Business The impact assessment findings on 

groundwater are not in the 

presentation and it is a major concern 

to the Business Chamber. 

Groundwater levels will not be lowered in 

the area because water will be imported as 

there is already a shortage of water. Initial 

water use for dust suppression will be from 

the local area but the amount of water 

proposed to be used is very little and will 

not have a significant impact. 

60 boreholes are sampled on a quarterly 

basis for chemistry and monthly for levels. 

The trend is looking good for the 2 years of 

monitoring data collected. The shaft will be 

grouted to stop water flowing into the mine. 

Water from 60m below surface is about 

0.1L/s thus very little water will flow into the 
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mine, it will just be enough for dust 

suppression. 

Monthly surface and groundwater 

monitoring reports are available and can be 

requested from Platreef. 

Ms Hilary knight Chamber of Business Platreef is not honest with the 

communities, at the Chamber of 

Business meeting no questions were 

allowed, why is that? This raises a 

concern on the level of honesty. 

Noted  

Ms Hilary knight Chamber of Business Where can the non-commercial 

information be accessed i.e. SLP?  

The information has been provided to the 

lawyers for human Rights (LHR).  

Mr Honiball E.G Honiball Attorneys 

Representing Ga-Kgubudi, LHR 

and in his personal capacity  

During the presentation Steve referred 

to “we”. Who are we? 

The “we” refers to Platreef and Digby 

Wells.   

Mr Honiball E.G Honiball Attorneys 

Representing Ga-Kgubudi, LHR 

and in his personal capacity 

The area should be re-zoned prior to 

commencement of mining. The area is 

currently used for agriculture and 

housing and not industrial use and 

therefore should be re-zoned. 

The project area is not included in the 

Potgietersrus Town Development Scheme 

and the re-zoning process is thus not clear. 

Platreef obtained a legal opinion regarding 

the process that should be followed and is 

currently consulting with the Mogalakwena 

Municipality to obtain a final answer 

regarding the rezoning process they 

require. The Municipality is currently 

seeking legal advice regarding the process 

as well. 
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Mr Honiball E.G Honiball Attorneys 

Representing Ka-Kgubudi, LHR 

and his professional capacity  

The legislation makes provision for a 

Water Catchment Agency, the agency 

should be established by Platreef 

because communities are concerned 

about the cumulative impacts in the 

environment and all mines say there 

will be no major impacts but there are 

impacts. What guarantee does 

Platreef have that there will be no 

impacts because specialists cannot 

predict everything? 

Noted.  

Mr Honiball E.G Honiball Attorneys 

Representing Ka-Kgubudi, LHR 

and his personal capacity  

Lease agreements were not 

addressed in the presentation and this 

is a major issue and there have been 

disputes as to who is responsible for 

signing the lease. Platreef has not 

acknowledged the community 

member’s individual rights and that 

should be done during the lease 

agreements. 

The lease agreements will be addressed 

after the prospecting is complete and the 

process will be guided by the Department 

of Rural Development.  

Mr Honiball E.G Honiball Attorneys 

Representing Ka-Kgubudi, LHR 

and his professional capacity  

Lawyers for Human Rights (LHR) 

have been requesting information 

from Platreef to no avail. Now Platreef 

says they will provide information but 

even that information is selective, 

Why was the information not given to 

the attorneys voluntarily in the first 

The non – commercial information will be 

provided to the LHR.  
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place?  

Mr E G Honiball E.G Honiball Attorneys 

Representing Ga-Kgabudi, LHR 

and his professional capacity  

The Draft EIR mentions that some 

things will/might still be done. When 

will the last specialist reports be 

completed and will the I&APs have 

opportunity to comment further on the 

final reports? 

The specialist studies are complete with 

the exception of the Ground Water study. 

This will be included in the final EIA which 

will be made available to the public for 

comment.  

Ms Agnes Mashilo  Where will the local people obtain fire 

wood if the project area is fenced off? 

The project area has very few trees. It used 

to be old agricultural fields. 

Mr Philemon Lamola Mahwelereng Rate Payer 

Association 

Some young people in the community 

have degrees in geology and mine 

engineering. Will Platreef employ 

these people and give them 

opportunity to obtain experience? 

Some of the people have already 

applied for jobs and have not heard 

anything. What is the recruitment 

process? 

Platreef invited people to apply for 

bursaries to further their studies. Platreef 

has also invited people with qualifications 

to register. The HR recruitment process is 

also structured and open advertisements 

are placed widely around the area, Platreef 

employs people on merit.  

Once the wall is constructed Aveng (The 

main contractor) will move in to start with 

the construction of the shaft. 250 jobs will 

then become available immediately. Group 

geologists are from Ga-Kgobudi, Platreef 

will only outsource skills that are not 

available in the affected communities but it 

is also important to note that quality is 

important for the safety of the people and 

for various other reasons, thus it is 
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important to get experienced people.  

Mining engineering and other engineering 

will be required once the mine is 

operational. Platreef will only recruit people 

from outside if the skills cannot be found in 

the local area. Some skills required to 

construct a mine are highly specialised and 

one cannot compromise on quality when 

building a mine because it will put the 

health and safety of people at risk. 

Mr Joseph Nguepe Ga-Magongoa The relationship between Platreef and 

the Government is a concern because 

there is no government representative 

in these meetings. The Government 

should attend meetings and also 

consult with the communities. The 

Government should come and tell the 

people what is happening regarding 

the mine so that communities can be 

at ease. 

The application submitted to the DMR in 

June is a Mining Right Application and not 

a mining right. 

People should talk to their Ward 

Councillors and request that Government 

talk to the communities regarding the 

project.   

Mr Percy Motileng MCO Chairperson There is a program (Mining Authority 

program) by Platreef, who are the 

people being trained? 

Comment note.  

Mr Percy Motileng MCO Chairperson Platreef does not need to build 

training centres, there are training 

centres in the communities already, if 

they are not up to the standard 

Comment noted.  
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required then Platreef must develop 

them to meet the standard. 

Mr Ullysis Phaladi Youth Parliament The meeting is losing focus, the 

meeting is about the findings of the 

EIA. 

Comment noted  

Ms Jean Manamela  The constitution and mining Chatter 

states that the government (DMR) 

must approach the people and explain 

the projects, the requested is that 

Platreef try and bring the Government 

(DMR) to the communities. 

Comment noted 

Mr Lekau Kekana Kgobudi Community Forum Regarding the disruption on Sunday, 

17 November, we request that the 

meeting be arranged again to provide 

people the opportunity to obtain 

information. The community at large is 

not part of people who disrupted the 

meeting. 

The Stakeholder Forum should be 

called together prior to the meeting to 

discuss the agenda for the community 

meeting. The leadership will then be 

able to get information from people 

who have other concerns and this will 

help in preventing any disruptions at 

the community meetings. 

The meeting will be reconvened on 1 

December 2013.  
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Mr Lekau Kekana Kgobudi Community Forum Blasting is a concern because the 

community can feel and hear the 

blasting from the Anglo mine. Please 

provide the results of the blasting 

surveys because the community 

needs to know the impacts of the 

blasting long term. 

Platreef is building infrastructure on top of 

the area where blasting will take place, that 

should demonstrate that there are no 

negative impacts expected, a structural 

survey will also be done to protect the 

structures but should there be any 

damages, there will be compensation. 

Mr Madimetja Daniel 

Mokgotho 

Ward 24 Leader The information brought to us by 

Digby Wells is clearly understood and 

is appreciated but the promises made 

must be honoured. 

Comment noted.  

Mr Madimetja Daniel 

Mokgotho 

Ward 24 Leader Nepotism must not take place when 

the mine starts employing people.  

Comment noted  

Ms Mokonyane Linah Victim Support Centre 

Mahwelereng/Majalla 

Trading/CSF 

It is appreciated that Platreef has 

come to the villages, the community 

hopes that its presence will bring 

opportunities for the people of 

Mokopane. 

Comment noted  

Ms Mokonyane Linah Victim Support Centre 

Mahwelereng/Majalla 

Trading/CSF 

Please provide more information on 

the baseline studies conducted. 

This information is included in the EIA 

reports.  

Ms Mokonyane Linah Victim Support Centre 

Mahwelereng/Majalla 

Trading/CSF 

The victim Support Centre is asking 

for donations from Platreef. 

Comment noted  
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Ms Mokonyane Linah Victim Support Centre 

Mahwelereng/Majalla 

Trading/CSF 

What is the plan for skills 

development? 

Skills development is addressed in the 

SLP.  

 


























